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A    JOURVAL 

Ofthr  f/ro%:e.eding}i  of  the  Sbnats  of  the  Lbqislativb  Coxmcih 
iif  ihs  TenHtory  of  Florida,  at  a  Session  held  in  the  City  oj 
TaUtfkaa^eey  commmcing  on  the  4th  day  of  January^  A,  D. 


The  following  members  elect  appeared  and  auswercJ  to  iheir 
names,  viz : — 

From  the  Southern  District — Wm*  F.  English. 

From  the  Middle  Distract — Wm.  P.  Duval,  Chas.  U.Dupont, 
John  D.  Edwards. 

From  the  Western  District — D.  G.  McLean,  Geo.  Walker, 
W.  H.  Brockenbrough. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Dupont  \«a8  called  to  the  Chair,  and  Jas..S. 
B^binson  chosen  Secretary  pro.  tern. 

On  motion,  there  being  less  than  a  quorum  present,  the 
Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  12  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  January  5, 1841. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournmffbt,  and  there  still 
being  no  quorum  present,  adjourned  until  to-morrow  12  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  January  6,  IS41. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  there  bcin|? 
lees  than  a  quorum  present,  adjourned  until  to-morrow  lij 
o'clock. 
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Thijesday>  January  7,  1841. 

The  SSenate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  there  being  no 
quorum  present,  adjourned  until  to-morrow  12  o'clock. 


Friday,  January  8»  1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  there  being  a 
quorum  present,  the  following  members  answered  to  their  names 
and  were  qualified,  by  the  Hon*  William  Marvin,  vix : 
M^srs.  Brockenbrou^b, 
Duval, 
Dupont, 
English, 
Edwards, 
Livingston, 
McLean, 
Walker. 
On  motion,  the  Senate  went  into  an  election  for  President, 
when  Wm.  P.  Duval  was  unaninrousiy  chosen. 

Messrs*  English  and  Brockenbrou^  were  appointed  to  con- 
duct the  President  elect  to  the  chair. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  elect  its  officers,  when  Jas.  S. 
Robinson  was  elected  Secretary,  Alfred  A.  Fisher  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  Jas.  Barry  Door  Keeper,  and  Daniel  G.  Gunn,  David 
Bathwile,  and  John  Poindexter  Enrolling  and  Engrossing  Clerks, 
who  were  aeverally  sworn. 

On  moton  of  Mr.  Dupont,  a  message  was  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  informin;;  that  bi>dy  that  the  Senate  is  now 
organized  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Oa  motion,  the  Senate  adopted  the  Rules  of  the  last  se&sion 
until  otherwise  ordered. 
On  motion,  the  Senate  then  adjourned  until  Monday  12  oVlock. 


Moi^DAY,  January  11th,  1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Cooper,  from  the  Eastern  District,  appeared,  was  sworu. 
m\i!i  loivk  his  seat. 
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TAa  following  nEtestogo  was  received  from  the  House  ofltcp- 
rese&tativos,  viz: 

Tbe  House  of  Representatives  has  been  duly  organised,  by 
jhe  appoiDtmeDt  of  P.  W.  Gautier,  Jr.  ns  Speaker,  Jas.  H.  Gib- 
lii,  Clerk,  G.  W,  Parker,  Assisstani,  H.  T.  Copeland,  Sergeani- 
fArm9t  aad  M.  Ledwith,  Door  Keeper. 
^Bv  order  of  the  Speaker. 
^  P.  w.  GAUTIER,  Jr. 

Speaker  House  Representatives. 
Ja8,  H.  GiBSOfr,  Clerk. 

i  Mr.  Livingston  ofiured  tbe  following  resolution,  which  was 
■iopiedf  viz : 

Resolwdt  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  on  the  part 
the  Senate,  to  meet  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by 
t  House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  the 
krerhoi,and  inform  him  that  the  two  houses  of  the  Legisla- 
9  Council  are  now  organised  and  are  ready  to  receive  any 
Imofiicatioa'  he  may  de^ro  to  make.  Messrs.  Cooper  and 
luigsitoo  were  appointed  said  committee, 
the  President  appointed  the  folfowing  standing  committees: 


State  of  the  Tcrrito^j. 

Messrs.  Dupont, 
M'Lean, 

__^ Edwards. 

fGlmms  andBUetions.  Finance  and  Banks. 

r  Walker*  Messrs.  Brockenbrough, 

Cooper^  Livingston, 

«■— ^--^^  M'Lean. 

On  the  Militia. 
Messrs.  Sanchez, 
Edwards, 
Pelot. 
On  Enroled  Bills. 
r  ItCeisrs.  Edwards, 

Pfclot, 
Dup^t. 
^  Dapoat  msde  the  followine  motion,  which  was  adopted, 
(That   the  Secretary  be  authorised  to  have  executed  such 
hneous  printing  as  may  be  necessary,  untrl  a  printer  to  the 
^  shall  hare  been  elected. 

Liritigston  moved  that  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  ai> 
eI  to  subscribe  for  (10)  ten  copies  each  of  tbe  newapaperfi 
ltd  in  TaJIahasseey  to  be  furnished  each  member  of  the 
9  during  Che  Session,  which  was  adopted. 


Judiciary. 
^K%  Br^Kskenbcough, 
^       Walker. 
Dupont. 
Glsums  and  BUctions. 
^  Walker, 
Cooper^ 
Bngiiab* 
Schools  and  Colleges. 
trs.  I^ringsten, 

Dopont« 
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The  Sj&natc  received  from  ibe  House  of  Reprcsenlativc! 
follovring  message,  viz : 

House  of  Rbpreseiitativk^, 
January  11,  1841. 

Mr.  President, 

VVc  propose  lo  raise  a  joint  select  committee  of  three,  Oi 
part  of  each  house,  lo  draft  Rules  for  the  government  of  the 
liouses  during  the  present  session.     By  order 

PETER  W.  GAUTIER.  Jr. 

Speaker  House  of  Representaiivf 

Jas  H.  Gibson,  Cleric.  ^^ 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Dupont,  and  Walker  were  appoi 
said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Dupont  ofiered  the   following  resolution:  wbicli 
adopted,  viz : 

Be  it  Resohed  by  the  Senate,  mnd  House  ef  Rtpr\ 
tativet^  (if  the  House  .shall  concur,)  That  the  joint  ruk 
the  last  Legislative  Council,  be  adopted  as ^the  joint  nilet  foi 
government  of  the  present  Legislative  Council,  until  the  s 
shall  be  altered  by  the  joint  action  of  bolli  houses. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Rcpresenlatlviij 
following  message,  viz : 

We  agree  to  yuur  message  informing  us  ef  your  appoiDj|| 
of  a  committee  of  two  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  in  concu^ 
with  a  joint  committee  of  this  house  to  w^it  upon  theGo^ 
for  any  communication  he  may  liavc  to  make.     I  have  app 
as  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  house,  Messrs.  Nuc 
Bush.    By  order 

PETER  W.  GAUTIBR^  li 
Speaker  House  of  Repretentmtif 

Jas.  H.  Gibson,  Clerk. 

Also  the  following : 

Ttie  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  adopt  the  i 
of  the  Senate  adopting  the  Joint  rules  of  the  last  sesaio 
altered  by  the  joint  action  of  both  houses.    By  order 

,   PETER  W.GAUTIER,! 
Speaker  House  of  Repnuent 

Jajb.  H.  GiBSOir,  Clerk. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the 
Council,  appointed  by  the  Senate  to  wait  on  his  Exedll 
Grovemor,  reported  that  the  committee  had  performed  \ 
assigned  them,  and  that  his  Excellency  would  forthwiti 
his  conununication. 
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Hig  Excellency  the  (Governor  transmittcil  n>  the  Senate  the 
^  >  ^wing  message : 

■/tUem  Ckkmms  of  the  Legitlaiwe  CmmcU  of  Florida : 
t  I  congratulate  you  upon  your  occopation  of  the  now  C«piiol 
Tlw  Chambers  nppropriated  for  your  uso  are  noftniahed— bat  when 
the  profress  made  in  ilie  work,  at  the  eonclosion  of  the  la^t  aet sion 
a  ramembered^  and  alao  the  diftcoUjr  of  procuring  workaoen  during 
a  reryaickly  season,  it  ia  eiren  surpriaingy  that  iIm  buiUiog  ahoold 
lave  adTancod  to  its  present  condition.  When  the  LegiaUiore 
ihin  again  coovene  in  annual  aeaaion,  there  ia  every  reason  to 
especty  that  both  the  capirol  and  the  paUlic  square,  will  eibibit  n 
spectacle,  very  difierent  from  Ibe  locompleteneaa  and  diaonltr,  by 
which  they  nre  now  characterized. 

The  Indian  war  atill  continuea— and  it  is  n  very  unpleaaeot  duty 

tf  aM»  tbere  te  no  immediate  piospect  of  ita  close.    Rumors  havef 

it  is  true,  reached  this  Hty,  of  the  surrender  of  a  number  of  warriura 

la^lbeiriamilieay  at  Tampa  an  J  other  poats,  to  the  General  ceoi* 

awntfinf  the  army  of  the  U.S.  in  Florklat  and  hope  gladly  aeimea  upon 

the  report^and  looks  anzioualy  for  peace;  but  a  massacre  at  Ibe  Souths 

m  which  an  amiable  lady|the  wife  of  Lieot.Montgbmerytof  tlie  U.S. 

^  armfiis  said  to  bave  been  killed,affords  other  and  gloomy  fotebodinga. 

The  IndMm  »  bke  the  Carthaginian  faUh  of  old ;  and  experience 

^  teaches  us,  wben  their  promises  are  most  fair,  the  Seminoles  ore 

,  vest  iaithleaa.     Still,  negotiation  Mliould  be  resorted  to,  whenever 

practicable,  as  one  of  the  probable  modc^  of  IfMiding  to  a  termination 

f  of  hastilities  ;  provided,  it  bo  not  accompanied  by  a  cessation  of 

arms.     Hy  solemn  conviotion  remains  unchanged,  that  it  is  only  by 

iflcasaint  and  hot  pursuit,  that  web  a  atatA  of  su:»penae,  disquietude, 

and  alarm,  will  be  nroduced,  as  to  bring  the  Indiana  to  uncondition* 

al  snbmisaioD*     Toe  late  exploit  of  the  gallant  Colonel  Harney,  'u$ 

wdl  ealculated  to  intimidate,  and  inchne  them  to  abandon  tlieir 

birbarons  reaiatanee. 

,      It  is  said  to  be  the  expectation  of  those  of  the  enemy,  who  have 

ktdy  held  intercourse  with  our  officers,  that  the  General  Govern^ 

Bern  win  allow  them  to  occupy  a  portion  of  Territory  far  down  iu 

the  Teniutnla.     It  is  hoped,  no  ground  has  been  affWded  tat  such  a 

belief.     The  dark  drama  of  periidy  and  alaugbter,  presented,  after 

ft  receirt  treaty,  upon  the  Gurloosahatchie,  would  most  probably  be 

repeated ;  but  if  the  ladians  remained  quiet^  our 'peopleuMHild  not 

be  content.     There  ie  blood  upon  too  many  beartba!ooea-«-toe 

neay  eemlbrtable  homos  bave  been  made  desolate — the  citisens  of 

ef  Florida  cannot  forget,  if  tbey  would ;  and  remembet ittg,  they 

^  never  tolerate  the  neigbborbood  of  such  fiends.     Beatdesy  a 

beaty  upon  such  a  basb,  would  be  a  mero  truce.     Jkftei  the  com^ 

ptcts  they  bave  made  and  violated,  the  Indiana  bate  no  claim  to 

jivor  or  consideration  from  the  United  Statea  Oovernment,  wliicb 

i*  bannd  not  only  to  cbastiao  their  misdeeds,  but  its  honor  is  coai. 

corned  in  thcit  speedy  and  entire  removal  to  the  West,    gimiiil^ 
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npfiftflr  heredftdrin  onr  ftnnaUt  that  Ibis  great  oatioo  vras  foiled  aii<} 
forced  from  ip  purposes,  by  b  few  savagea,  xvho,  after  spreadkig 
terror  lhrou;:b  '-n  <'Xieiidivo  province,  for  tevfral  yenrs,  dictated 
ihtir  own  1e^m^«,  an^l  eonsfratiied  us  f9  n  liumtlitfiing  acquieaeedce 
la  ibemf  The  pridfi  uad  4\^miy  of  tlm  euuiHry  womM  tarn  witli 
d  if  gust  firrMii  such  n  rHrocd  ! 

Upon  oomiiif  iota  nffict*  I  WHi  atruck  with  the  dofeaiceleaa  ainia* 
Han  of  tba  country  ami  ihe  growing  audacity  of  the  enemy  ;and  vary 
soon  pprveivadf  tke  inlerpoAiiioM  t^i  i\^    iVrritorial  avtboiiiy  was 
oaceaMiry  for  tbe  pr4»iAf'tif»n  of  the  «ettlemmitH,  along  a  line  etf» 
landiog  Iron  St.  Andrews   Bay  to  Si.  Augustine.      The  meaa^ 
within  my  cnniml  wt^i-e  very  liifMt«d«— but  itoe  dHerminatioa   waa 
fbrniad  to  etert  tbani  to  the  utmeat.       Relying  tipon  the  Juaiice  ef 
the  Genernl  Govarnmeot  to  susinin  wbat  should  be  dcNie  to  pretratti 
the  incwrsionti  of  tho  acicihy,  and  tha  borrora  ibat  ever  acoumpnny 
them-^fbe  Ete«*uiivc   proc«*(*d«^df  nnder  ieferal  Acts  of  the  Legis* 
lativa  CoiinriU  to  borrow  ^ooey  and  raise  auch  a   force  as  was  rt* 
qeiiaJf  by  tho  objectHn  view.     There  waa  no  difficulty  in  obtainiaf 
tiia  sarvicaof  Tohinteeriv-^K  patriotic  and  vsloroua  apirii  urged  Mote 
men  into  the  field,  ibiin  r-onld  be  accepted*  and  instettd  of  S4x  bw^ 
dred  men  to  which  thf)  force  on  this  }<ide  the  Suwannee  enounted^ 
Nwny  thoaasnd  might  bavc  tH*en  eu^iiy  obtain*'d.     The  voluoteefa 
brought  Kho  Morvire  i^n^  officered  imd^^r  exii>ting  T«*rriietkl  Latei* 
were  tendered  to  thi)  U.  Hintes  Gern'iHl  then  in  cognnaodt  eeder 
the  hope  they  would  be  received  by  Itim,  and  the  TerfiHHJ  releaaed 
from  the  trouble  and  eipence  of  reiaininjc  ^^uch  a  force.    The  fiea* 
eral  declined^  liewnver,  lo  urc*'pt  ihem«  and  it  then  became  a  t|piee^   \ 
tion  of  deep  9olicitude  with  me — whether'  they  sbodd  «tlt  be  im* 
mediately  d)schnrged«  nnd  a  sole  relkiice  pl£i«pd  upon  the  OMUtftry 
operalions  of  tin;  United  Siate^l     Adi^ice  and  counsel  were  re#. 
sorted  t0|  from  those  who  bntler  understood  (he  geography  of  the 
country  and  were  better  fic<|uainfed  with  I  he  exp'med  Situation  of 
the  settlements  than  myself,  and  the  conviction  was  forced  «UMil 
me,  that  if  the  militia  wcm  discharged,  the  .euuutry  would  beat  ine 
Nicrey  of  the  enemy.     The  vf  at  of  posts  then  carrying  oii|  bed  pron 
duced  no  good  reault,  and  it  was  obvious,  under  ibot  aystemi  VMre 
men  were  required  to  keep  the  Indians  in  check,  than  the  AroiQ*  -ot 
the  United  States  and  tht»  Miliiia  of  the    Teriit(>ry  could  furvJtb* 
The  six  hundred  men  were  retained  tharcfore,en  ibis  aidaof  ibe  Sti^ 
^7anoee««*8nd  though  the  Indiana  made  their  appearance  aoesetiiBea 
on  the  frontier,  and  liven  and   property  were  loHt,  yet  it  is  cenfi^^ 
daetl)  believed  theie  has  been  less  of  im)id<r  and  devastation  ^r 
the  laat  12  menths,  than  has  occurred  duiiag  any  one  year«  aloee 
the  comroencenient  of  tho  war*     This  assertion  is  not  made  in  ea 
erregant  and  eelf*sufficient  spirit ;  the  credit  is  due  te  Col.  Beiley 
^ho  commanded  the  forces ;  to  Colonel  Bln<  kburn — the  brave  of> 
ficfrs  and  men  who  served  under  tliem^Hind  to  the  indefatigable 
and  enorgetfc  Colonel  Cellina,  who  occupied  the  bead  of  the  Quar- 
termtitera  Department,      For  neerty  eight  months,  these  Troops 
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were  employed  in  guarding  the  persons  and  property  of  our  citizens, 
or  in  ptirsuing  the  enemy,  and  the  hardships  they  endured  without 
murmuring,  the  Indians  captured  and  slain,  and  the  camps  broken 
up  and  destroyed,  stamp  upon  them  a  character  for  fidelity,  valor 
and  subordination,  such  as  any  volunteers,  in  any  country,  might  be 
proud  to  bear.  It  soon  became  obvious  that  the  Eastern  District 
Deeded  a  protection,  which  owing  to  the  expiration  of  enlistments 
and  of  the  term  of  service  of  a  Regiment  of  Yolunteers.could  not  be 
afforded  by  the  Regular  Army.  The  Commanding  General  called, 
upon  the  Executive  for  fiye  companies  of  footmen — orders  were 
issued  to  the  proper  officers  to  cau.^e  them  to  be  levied — but  it  was 
impracticable  ;  they  could  not  be  obtained  by  voluntary  enlistment, 
and  a  draft  would  have  been  followed  by  in-^xtricable  embarrass^ 
mer.t».  Four  companies  of  Horsemen  were  therefore  ordered  into 
the  Territorial  Service  ;  tvio  of  them  West  of  the  St.  Johns,  and 
two  Eist  of  that  River.  There  was  some  difficulty  in  keeping  up 
this  force,  from  the  want  of  funds— for  the  Loans  to  the  Territory 
had,  with  the  exception  of  a  single  draft  upon  the  North,  been  in  U^ 
Dion  money,  which  is  almost  valueless  in  East  Florida.  These  mea^ 
sures  it  affi>rds  me  pleasure  to  say,  have  been  approved  by  the  Sec- 
letary  at  War,  iftho  at  first  ordered  a  Regiment  of  Yolunteers  into 
the  Service  of  the  United  Slater,  and  subsequently  a  Brigade,  re- 
ceiving the  Territorial  Troops  as  a  portion  of  the  same,  and  giving 
me  assurances,  that  these  should  receive  pay  from  the  time  of  enter- 
ing the  Territorial  Set  vice,  and  that  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens 
for  forage  and  subsistence,  would  be  allowed  by  the  Department. 
At  this  moment, these  pledges  are  in  the  course  of  fulfilment;  Of- 
iicers  of  the  Army  are  in  Middle  and  East  Florida  collecting  the 
claims  .and  putting  them  in  a  train  for  payment,  and  it  is  not  con« 
sidered  questionable,  that  our  troops  will  be  paid  for  their  services, 
and  the  debt  contracted  to  support  the  war,  by  the  Executive,  dis- 
charged, both  principal  and  interest.  It  was  with  relurtance,  a  re> 
«ort  was  had  to  the  mode  of  raiding  money  by  Bonds^  but  there  was 
DO  alternative — the  statute  prescribed  the  security  to  be  given,  and 
a  stern  necessity  required  the  money.  Thore  is  a  wide  diflfi'rence 
between  Bonds  for  the  defence  of  the  People,  and  Bonds  in  aid  of 
Moneyed  Corporations.  1  thought  (hen,  as  I  think  now-^the  coun- 
try  must  be  defended,  and  forms  and  even  Doctrines  nro  but  a 
*'  feather  in  the  scale,"  when  weighed  agninst  imniinent  dan^jer  to 
the  lives  and  property  of  our  citizens.  It  is  a  source  of  gratification 
to  know,  that  up  to  the  raonr*nl  when  th»  Territorial  Troops  were 
transferred  to  the  United  Slates  S'^rvico,  every  thing  had  been  done, 
that  could  be  done  by  the  Exccuiivo,  to  defend  and  protect  }he  peo- 
ple of  Florida.  And  every  thing  is  now  doing, — the  Brigade  un- 
der Brigadier-General  Read,  will  it  is  supposed^  soon  be  in  a  state 
•c  perfect  organization,  and  the  Army  under  Greneral  Ariuisioad,  is 
reported  to  be  engaged  in  an  active  warfare  ng^in&l  the  cnomy.  The 
foheme  of  fosU  is  understood  to  be  abandoiod,  except  as  Depots 
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and  places  of  refuge  for  Iho  sirk  and  wounded,  and  defemive  and 
offensive  operations,  are  in  a  great  degree  wisely  8cpar;»ted,  and  pla- 
ced in  diflferent  hands.  It  seoms  to  mo,  however — tliat  f hc^e  servi- 
ces diould  be  altogether  distinct  —to  the  militia  of  the  country,  its 
defence  should  be  entrusted — while  to  a  strong:  army,  composed  of 
Regulars  and  Volunteers,  should  be  given  in  charge,  the  pursuit^ 
capture  and  destruction  of  the  Indians,  Under  the  present  plan, 
the  service,  so  far  as  the  volunteers  are  concerned,  might  be  ren- 
dered more  eflScient,  by  providing  it  with  a  Commissariat  and  Sur- 
gical Department  of  its  own ;  by  extending  the  term  of  Service  to 
12  months  or  during  the  war,  and  by  the  multiplication  of  mustering 
officers,  to  be  posted  at  convenient  positions.  The  term  of  enlist- 
iment  being  only  three  months,  a  Regiment,  or  Brigade  is  scarcely 
in  service,  before  it  is  discharged,  and  vexations  and  delays  occur 
in  mustering  in,  and  out  of  service.  Indeed,  considering  Iho  na- 
ture  of  the  struggle  in  which  we  are  involved  ; — (  one  much  more 
arduous,  though  the  numbers  we  have  to  contend  with  are  compar^ 
atively  few,  than  if  we  were  warring  against  hosts  of  civilized  men;) 
the  Federal  Government  would  more  certainly  command  success, 
hy  increasing  ihe  pay  of  the  Army  of  Florida  and  by  offering  a 
bounty  in  Lands  to  both  officers  and  men,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
war.  It  also  appears  to  me,that  some  plan  should  be  formed  for  the 
Mttlement  of  the  country ; — lands  might  be  given  to  those  who  will 
occupy  them,  and  associations  for  this  purpose,  furnished  with  arms 
and  rations  by  the  Government  until  thetr  labors  can  obtain  from 
the  soil,  a  sufficient  support,  to  enable  ihetn  to  dispense  with  the 
last.  Money  should  not  be  an  object,  in  comparison  with  the  abso* 
lute  necessity  of  subduing  and  removing  the  savages^^-to  effect 
which,  the  United  btates  are  bound  by  every  obligation  which  their 
own  Honor,  and  Justice  to  this  unfortunate  Territory,  can  impose. 

With  the  view  of  making  it  useful  in  the  present  war,  an  attempt 
has  been  jnade  to  organize  the  Militia;  the  orders  for  that  purpose 
accompanying  this  Mf^s«Hge.  I  regret  to  say  but  little  has  been 
done,  in  compliance  wifh  ihem.  Perhaps  the  distractions  and  em** 
barrassments  belon^in;:  to  the*  times,  have  interf«ered  to  prevent  the 
proper  action,  on  the  pirt  of  the  officers  commanding  the  Militia;— 
but  my  effijrts  shall  not  be  relaxed — Florida  it  iH  oTident,  from  her 
position  upon  the  map  of  the  United  States,  requires,  more  than 
any  other  portion  of  the  Union,  an  effective  Militia.  In  foreign 
Wars  she  will  bo  easi'y  assailed  from  without—nnd  should  the  Abo- 
litionists continue  (u  entertain  their  vile  visions  and  press  their  sa^ 
crilegious  schemes — ^she  will  be  most  vulnerable  tDtthin^  Any  a- 
mendment  of  the  Militia  Liws  by  you,  will  be  heartily  concurred 
in  by  me  ;-i-it  seems  to  me  that  such  Laws  should  be  clear,  explicit 
and  practicable  ; — the  perplexity  of  details,  some  times  defeats  thfe 
most  salutary  measuros. 

There  is  abundant  authority  in  the  existing  Laws,  to  enable  the 
Executive  and  even  i^ubordinate  officers,  to  call  out  the  Militia  in 
cases  of  emergency,  and  this  authority  has  been  several  times  excr- 
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cisedbj  me.  Upon  a  luto  occu^ion  io  East  Florida,  wbsn  the  vol- 
unteers were  engaged  in  a  distant  scout,  and  Coacoochee  and  his 
banditti  murdered  several  United  States  soldiers  and  sacked  a  plan* 
talion  wUbin  two  miles  of  the  most  ancient  city  of  the  Union — 
Brigadier-General  Hernandez  was  ordered  to  br^ng  the  Militia  into 
the  field — before  the  order  could  be  coroplied  with,  the  Volunteers 
retarned,the  Indians  departed  and  it  was  countermanded.  When- 
ever  ^hc  necessity  exists,  I  shall  not  fail  to  call  upon  the  people  to 
piote  ct  thmselves — with  the  full  belief  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment will  support  me  in  every  measure  proper  to  be  re*<orted  to,  for 
ihe  purpose  of  averting  ti  threatening  or  impending  danger. 

Our  settlements  arc  scattered — it  is  impossible  to  place  an  armed 
force  at  every  man's  door.  Citizens  who  select  remote  and  exposed 
situations,  must  endeavor  to  protect  themselves.  Thi*  can  only  bo 
done  by  supplying  themselves  with  arms  and  using  tlmm  fearlessly, 
when  a  crisis  arrives.  It  is  known  by  experience,  that  one  determi^ 
ned  man  ran  defend  himself,  from  a  house,  against  many  Indians. 
There  is  another  defence  which  is  too  often  neglected.  The  In- 
dians emboldened  by  their  good  foiiunc,  not  only  attack  houses  in 
solitary  places,  but  often  nppear  in  thickly  settled  neighborhoods; 
every  Homestead  should  be  in  fa''.t»  a  ensile — and  palisades  or  pick- 
ets be  thrown  aro'ind  every  dwoHing,  Carefulness  and  a  cautious 
preparation  would  prevputmnny  a  massacre  by  the  enemy. 

Injustice  would  be  done  to  my  own  feelings,  and  to  the  truth  of 
the  case,  were  I  not  to. say,  that  since  I  have  been  in  office,  the 
President  of  ibe  United  Sta'es,  and  tho  Secretary  of  War,  have 
manifested  every  disposition  to  promo'eand  advance  the  interests 
of  this  Territory  ; — especially  has  the  wnr  with  the  Indiars  been  a 
subject  of  deep  concern  ^ith  thenj.  It  is  very  e;:sy  to  complain 
of  those  in  authority,  and  to  'heap  obloquy  and  reproach  upon 
the  army  of  the  United  States;  bU,  fault  finding;  is  often  erronc- 
ous,  and  the  accusations  of  malire  and  iurectivo  any  thing  but 
truth.  If  the  administration  hns  at  any  Unie  tM  red,  it  is  because  its 
agents  upon  the  spot,  have  been  wanting  in  soundness  of  jud^menr, 
and  conyejied  to  it  injudkious  speculations  ;  if  the  army  has  !)t^en  at 
any  time  remiss,  it  is  bocauso  opportujutics  have  not  been  atjbrdcd 
of  proving  how  deeply  it  is  imbued  wiih  patriotism  and  ihc  lovo  of 
glory.  Ot  both  regulars  and  voluoteers,  now  in  the  fitld,  ii  is  but 
Justice  to  say,  thty  appettr  lo  be  most  anxious  to  perform  their  duty, 
and  to  do  good  service  to  tLis  country  in  her  •*  bitter  day." 

My  own  accounts  of  money  borrowed  and  disbursed,  arc  in  a 
state  of  lorwardness,  ai:d  will  soon  be  submitted  to  you  ;  it  is  believ- 
cd  they  will  be  found  entirely  correct.  The  Executive  is  proudly 
conscious  of  a  steatifast  zeal  to  pirlorm  Its  duty  to  the  U.  S.  and  to 
the  peogle  of  Florida — it  may  not  have  possessed  the  ability  to  carry 
out  lis  wishes  ;  but  publrc  calamity,  and  domestic  affliction,  have 
not  been  permitted  lo  interfere  with  incessant  efforts  to  shield  the 
country  from  a  ruthless  foe,  and  to  edvance  its  prosperity. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  currency  of  the  Territory  renn:4iu-  i.j 
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10  aa  unsound  state.  Tho  bills  of  the  three  banks  no\^  in  operation, 
are  aiuch  depreciated  ;  serious  doubts  are  entertained  of  the  solven* 
ey  of  two  of  them,  while  the  Union  Bank  is  embarrassed,  and  unable 
to  resume  specie  paymouls.  Every  portion  of  ihe  country  is  suf« 
fcring,  and  the  Middle  District,  perhaps,  more  than  all.  It  is  true, 
this  District  is  wealthy,  but  of  what  avail  are  houses,  plantations  and 
slaves,  \ihea  debt  hangs  like  a  cloud  over  them  ;  when  specie  has 
disappeared,  and  exchange  gone  up  to  a  high  rate ;  when  the  Court 
dockets  are  thronged  with  suits,  and  if  brought  under  thciHimmer, 
property  must  be  sacrificed,  and  a  constitutional  currency  cannot  be 
procured  to  purchase  i:  ;  when  the  necessaries,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  luxuries  of  life,  are  vending  at  enormous  prices*  and  the  appre^ 
elation  of  the  principal  staple  of  the  country,  is,  of  necessity,  added 
by  the  merchant  to  the  price  of  h^  goods,  and  bears  with  a  heavy 
weight  upon  the  planting  inteiestt  Who  would  not  prefer  "the 
hand  full  in  quietness,"  to  both  hands  full,  with  such  *'  sorrow  and 
vexation  of  spirit  T'  If  thi;*  younir  and  blooming  Territory  had  nevei 
chartered  a  Bank,  the  evils  under  which  she  at  present  labors,  had 
piobably  been  avoided.  Such  are  iho  attractions  of  Florida,  capi^ 
tal  would  have  found  i(s  way  hither— the  march  to  wealth  might 
have  been  slow — but  it  would  have  be  *n  sure,  and  the  object  when 
attained  not  glittering  and  hollow,  but  sound  aid  substantial.  But 
the  policy  of  the  Territory  has  boon  otherwise;  there  seems  to  have 
existed  a  passion  for  corporations;  Banks  were  sown  broadcast  thro' 
the  Land  ;  repeated  failures  served  but  to  whet  the  appetite  for 
other  Institutions  ;  and  mismanagement,  extensive  and  imprudent 
issues^and  a  sole  reliance  upon  credit  have  brought  us  to  the  con* 
dition  iij  which  we  now  are,  and  which  all  must  deplore.  The 
3anks  however  are  Aere— the  Legislation  of  the  Territory  although 
imprudent,  has  created  them — and  whatever  may  have  been  their 
errors,  they  are  enlitjed  to  their  legal  privileges  and  to  that  justice 
which  belongs  alike  to  natunil  and  artificial  persons.  As  to  the 
authority  by  which  these  charters  are  created — it  is  not  deemed 
important  to  enter  into  that  question  ;  it  has  already  been  brought 
to  Ihe  notice  of  the  General  Government,  which  unquestionably, 
has  a  deep  interest  in  it — but  the  liability  of  the  Territory  for  the 
Banks,  in  the  shape  of  Bonds  amounting  to  near  four  millions  of 
Dollars,  should  never  cease  so  long  as  it  endures,  to  occupy  the 
atlenlioa  of  the  Repse^entativesof  the  People;  It  is  to  be  desired 
that  the  Territory  could  be  sepi> rated  entirely  from  the  Banks  ;  that 
by  some  negotiation  with  the  Bondholders,  her  s(;curities  may  be 
tiken  up  and  cancelled,  and  the  Bond)!  and  Mortgages  of  the 
Stockholders  substituted  for  tht^m  ;  and  with  such  substitution,  the 
Bondholders  might  be  placed  in  ihe_^ relative  position  the  Territory 
now  occupies  towards  the  Banks — appointing  Directors  and  receiv- 
ing such  benefits  as  the  charters  provide  fur  the  Territory.  So  far 
from  there  being  bad  faith  or  a  want  of  honor  or  honesty  iu  repudi^ 
ating  these  bonds, — it  is  entirely  con>istent  with  good  faith  thus  to 
deal  with  them.     They  were  obtained  ihroui'h  a  Legislation  partial 
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and  unjii3t.  What  right  had  n  few  hundred  Stockholders  to  make 
the  whole  people  tributary  lo  thtir  tschemeii  of  moneyed  aggran- 
dizement! Id  the  whole.  Eust,  there  are  but  few  shares  of 
stock  owned  in  the  Union  Bink,  and  tiie  Bills  of  that  Institution 
have  never  beefk  available  there.  Why  should  the  people  of  the 
East  then,  be  liable  for  the  Debt  of  a  Bank,  in  whir.h  they  have  no 
ot  or  part  and  which  has  not  benefitted  lhem»  nor  is  likely  to  ben* 
efit  them,  in  any  respect  ?  The  Bills  of  tho  Pensacuki  Bank  have 
perhaps  never  been  seen  in  East  Florida — and  is  it  honor  and  jus* 
ticeand  goodfaUh  that  the  people  of  that  District  should  be  bound 
in  half  a  million  for  that  Bank  1  The  Bills  of  the  Southern  Life 
Insurance  and  Trust  Company  have  been  more  generally  useful  as 
a  circuhitiog  medium  ;  but  its  favors  have  been  partially  bestowed; 
the  promises  with  which  it  sat  out,  disregarded  ;  its  affairs  it  is 
firmly  believed,  mismanaged,  and  its  concerns  conducted,  like  those 
of  most  Institutions  of  like  kind,  for  the  profit  ot  the  few  to  the 
injury  of  the  numy.  Why  should  the  people  and  their  posterity 
be  required  to  groan  under  a  load  of  Debt  for  these  Institutions? 
Is  it  good  faith  and  justice  to  Florida,  to  bind  her  hand  and  foot  to 
corporations,  which  have  dtiue  nothing  for  her,  and  require  her  to 
do  every  thing  for  them  l  Where  iathe  money,  these  Banks  have,  • 
in  the  form  of  botms  or  any  other  form,  brought  into  the  Treasury; 
and  what  have  they  produced  but  appearances  of  prosperity, 
sometimes  so  unreal  as  to  remind  us  of  those  fruits  that  are  said  lo 
grow  upon  the  shores  of  the  Dead  Sea ; — they  are  beautiful  to  tb« 
eye  but  dust  and  ashes  in  the  core,  and  bitter  to  the  taste  ?  Again» 
i  s  it  according  to  the  principles  of  good  faith  and  honor  to  hold 
out  the  belief,  that  the  people  are  responsible  for  obligations,  they 
never  intend  to  discharge  t  It  will  not  do  to  say  ^*  they  never 
will  be  called  on  to  pay  !"  No  man  can  speak  with  crrtainit^  of 
the  iuture.  The  chartera  may  .uhimatily  work  ire/Z,  but  so  far, 
they  hftve  worked  ill ; — and  the  fallacy  resting  at  the  base  of  these 
transactions,  is  sufficient  to  induce  us,  to  get  rid  of  these  Bonds, 
as  speedily  as  possible.  They  purport  to  bind  the  Territoiy,  and 
when  pay  day  comesjf  the  Banks  cannot  redeem  them,their  holders 
will  look  to  the  people,  who  never  will  consent  to  bear  the  burthen 
oj  taxes,  required  to  discharge  them.  Why  should  the  holders  of 
these  Instruments  be  longer  deceived  ?  They  possess  bonds  which 
they  newer  can  collect  from  the  Territory.  It  is  proper,  they 
should  distinctly  understand  this  truth*  It  is  to  their  interest,  to 
take  the  Security  which  tho  Bonds  and  Mortgages  of  Individuals, 
afford,  and  relinquish  "  the  moonshine'*  in  the  shape  of  Territoiial 
faith,  which  when  they  attempt  to  touch,  will  elude  the  grasp.  I 
ought  not  to  omit  to  mention,  that  during  the  past  year  an  exertion 
was  made  to  disinter  and  reanimate  at  St.  Joseph,  the  long  departed 
but  never  to  be  forgotten  **  Magnolia  Bank."  This  attempt  to 
quicken  a  ^  Heart  under  the  very  ribs  of  death"-^proved  abortive, 
and  will  not  probably,  be  again  repeated. 
In  the  last  annual  message,  scrutiny  was  recomroiinded ;  thai 
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fccomraendation  is  repeated.  The  Legislature  should  possesa  it- 
self  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  Banks.  If 
they  can  be  sustained  and  made  useful  to.  the  puWic,  they  should 
be  ;  if  not,  the  sooner  their  affairs  are  wound  hp— always  having 
in  view  the  interests  of  those  who  are  indebted  to  them—the  bet- 
ter. At  all  events,  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  currency,  with  which 
the  country  is  afflicted,  should  be  brouglit  to  an  end.  Let  a  period 
be  6xed  for  specie  payments  and  in  coming  to  a  determination 
upon  this  delicate  subject ; — let  ihe  chartered  rights  of  the  Banks, 
the  pressure  upon  the  community ;  the  prestinl  short  crop  of  cotton 
— and  the  difficulty  of  relapsing  from  a  state  of  distension  and  pic- 
thora  to  a  sound  and  ht;althy  condition,  be  all  fairly  weighed  and 
considered.  I  would  not  if  1  ceuld,  pull  down  these  Institutions 
and  scatter  their  fragments  to  the  winds ;  such  disorganization 
neither  comports  with  my  principles  or  feelings  ; — but  I  deem  it  the 
duty  of  the  Legislature  to  set  apart  a  day  for  the  resumption  of 
Specie  payments — regarding  in  so  doing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  con- 
venience of  the  Banks,  and  the  convenience  of  their  debtors — but 
regarding  still  more  the  general  convenience  and  the  public  good« 
If  the  Banks  will  pay  Specie,  our  iUs  are  at  an  end, — nor  is  it  con- 
sidered an  impracticable  operation  to  returu  to  a  metallic  currency, 
within  a  reasonable  time.  In  the  East  and  the  South,  where  the 
people  have  willed  it— Gold  and  Silver  have  appeared  at  their  bid^ 
ding.  Gold  and  silver  pieces  are  as  common  beyond  as  a  paper 
currency  of  ntl  soits  and  sizes  is  on  this  side  the  Siiwanee,  and  it 
is  remarkable,  to  the  West  of  that  River,  the  precious  metals  are 
only  to  be  seen  in  trinkets  and  ornaments.  In  Rev  Vf  est  a  stipply 
of  specie  has  been  usually  io  circulation.  The  Will  of  the  Peo- 
ple can  be  made  to  act  with  the  potency  of  a  spell  upon  this  subiect, 
und  Treasures  will  flow  in  abundantly  whenever  it  requires  them. 
With  a  strictness  of  dealing  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  and  the 
exercise  of  prudence  and  forecast  on  the  part  of  the  Banks — it  15 
not  denied  that  the  latter  may  be  made  eminently  useful  to  any 
country  ;  but  whenever  it  shall  so  happen,  that  Bank  pape?  is  per^ 
initted  to  expand  beyond  the  means  of  redemption — and  there  is  a 
general  indebtedness  to  these  Institutions;  above  all,  whenever  they 
shall  attempt  to  mfluence  Elections,  and  seizing  upon  political  pow- 
er, to  rule  the  Land — Liberty  itself  is  in  danger — unless  the  Peo- 
ple—a vigilant  aqd  determined  People — cqvlc  promptly  to  the  res- 
cue. 

It  is  supposed  by  some,  that  an  alleviation  to  our  troubles  is  to  be 
found  in  Stop  or  Stay  Laws.  Those  who  entertain  such  opinions 
are  deluded.  Such  laws  have  not  succeeded  in  those  States  where 
resort  has  been  had  to  them,  but  have  produced  a  disregard  of  con- 
tracts, and  a  want  of  credit,  which  have  but  increased  embarrass- 
mentSi  impaired  the  moral  sense,  and  deepened  wretchedness.  Be- 
sides, it  is  believed  such  laws  cannot  be  adopted,  witboiit  infracting 
Hie  Organic  Law,and  violating  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
The  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  9  rigid  economyi  both  of  banks  and 
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peojpte — Ut  the  frrst  retrench  their  loags,  and  both  their  expenses-* 
let  the  ereditor  exercise  forbearance  to  the  debtor,  and  tbe  debtor 
exert  himself  to  pay  his  creditors — let  property  be  taken  in  puymenl 
of  debts,  at  liberal  prices,  and  specie  be  demanded  as  seldom  ad 
possible.  It  is  understood  that  the  Union  Bank  has  set  an  exam* 
plo,  which  deserves  to  be  lollowed — no  new  loans  are  made,  and 
partial  payniente  only  are  required  from  her  debtors.  A  determi- 
nation carried  out  of  contracting  no  new  debts,  accompnnird  by 
frugality  and  plainness  of  liTing — mercy  on  the  p'»rt  of  the  creditor, 
and  justice  on  that  of  the  debtor — will  do  more  for  the  relief  of  onr 
People,  than  the  most  cunnin!>:ly  de^^iaed  Relief  Laws,  that  could 
be  framed  by  htjman  ingenuity. 

By  the  law  of  the  land,  it  is  not  permitted  to  any  person  or  com- 
pany, to  iftsue  change  bills  below  the  denomination  of  one  dollar. 
Is  not  this  law  every  day  violated — and  dons  not  the  common  use 
of  such  small-change  banish  coin  from  circulation,  which,  if  the  pa- 
per, were  withdrawn,  would  soon  supply  its  place  1 

There  ai'e  many  nets  of  Incorporation,  which  should  long  sinco 
have  been  swept  from  your  statute  books,  either  by  the  action  of 
the  Legtfllflture,  or  of  the  Courts.  Among  them  are,  the  acts  incor- 
porating the  Jockey  Clubs  of  Tallahassee  »tid  Quincy,  and  the 
Dade  Institute.  The  sports  of  the  Turf  might  be  enjoyed,  by 
thoise  who  affect  them,  without  corporate  privileges;  and  the  act  es- 
tablishing the  Institute  just  mptitioned,  is  one  of  the  wildest  produc* 
lions  of  rncorpomttng  fury.  It  is  not  intended  to  deny  good  inten- 
tions  and  good  feelings  to  its  foander,nnd  those  who  support  him— 
but  no  one  can  read  the  statute,  without  perceiving  how  extravagant, 
awd  utterly  impracticable  ere  its  provisions. 

The  condition  of  th«  bank  of  PeusacoU  has  been  adveited  to.  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  say,  if  aAer  n  due  investigation  of  the  affairs  of 
that  lQ9ti(iitfon,  it  shall  appear,  that  the  bank  can  be  placed  in  a 
state  of  entire  solvency,  by  the  completion  of  the  Ruil  Road,  with 
which  H  has  connected  itself,  a  petition  should  be  preferred  to  Con- 
gre«s,  for  a  grant  of  land  to  enable  the  Company  to  complete  that 
work.  If  the  Rail  Road,  in  full  operation,  woufd  revive  the  sickly 
fortunes  of  the  bank,  it  woald  also  be  conducive  to  the  prosperity 
ofFensaeole. 

Our  people  have  sustained  severe  losses  during  the  present  In- 
dian war,  and  the  question  whether  they  shall  remain  unrequited  and 
unlndemoified,  is  oneof  great  interest  to  the  Tenritoiy.  The  Unit- 
ed States  were  the  guardians,  and  so  to  speaki  the  keepers  of  the 
Seminole  Indians ;  without  consultation  with  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, they  made  treaties  with  them,  and  attempted  their  removal 
when  unprepared  to  effect  it.  The  soldiery,  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war,  was  withdrawn,  to  a  man,  from  the  East  of  the  St. 
Johns,  and  then  followed — the  utter  ruin  and  destruction  of  tbe 
valuable  sugar  and  cotton  estates  below  St;  Augustine  —  other 
devastations  ensued;  lives  were  lost,  and  feelings  lacerated,  for 
^ich  no  Treasury  is  competent  to  afford  compensation ;  btit  if, 
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frem  a  sense  Ci  jui»tke,  tlie  United  States  bare  consented  lo  pay 
for  losses  of- property  in  1812  and  13,  because  tbey«8tiniulated  the 
rebellion  against  the  Spanish  autboriiios,  and  sanctioned  the  injury 
to  Spanish  subjects,  much  more  are  they  bound  to  pay  their  owo 
citizens,  for  losses  sustained  through  the  neglii^ence  and  want  of 
preparation  of  the  Government*  The  rules  which  apply  to  civilized 
warfare,  do  not  attach  to  this.  The  United  States  should  not  have 
att  empteo  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  unless  in  a  coodi- 
tion  to  accompliiih  it.  £very  one  knows,  if  a  large  force  hud  been 
provided  at  the  time,  the  removal  hnd  been  effected,  without  war 
and  bloodshed.  As  it  was,  the  Indians  took  advantage  of  our 
weakness,  and  correctly  calculated,  and  made  the  roost  of  their  own 
strength.  The  Government  is  responsible  for  iU  a»n  laeku.  If 
he  who  has  the  custody  of  a  beast  of  prejr,  in  carrying  him  from 
one  place  to  another,  through  negligence,  suffers  him  to  escape, 
and  destroy  life  and  property,  on  the  plainest  principles  of  right  and 
wrong,  he  is  responsible  for  the  damage  done.  It  is  understood 
that  nice  distinctions  are  drawn  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
— plantations  occupied  by  United  States  troops,  and  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  are  to. be  paid  for,  and  none  else. .  The  distinction  is 
without  a  difference;  tlie  United  States,  from  want  of  due  caution, 
permitted  the  Indians  under  their  care,  to  inflict  suffering  and  wrong 
upon  our  innocent  and  unoffending  people,  and  every  consideratioa 
of  right  and  justice,  demanda  that  these  same  United  States  should 
make  the  proper  reparation.  It  is  recommended  to  you  to  take 
special  action  upon  this  important  subject. 

Heretofore  it  has  been  my  practice  to  nominate  for  Territorial 
offices,  to*  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  receive  the  coafir. 
roatmn  upon  them,  of  both  Houses.  This  course  is  bdieved  to  be  erro- 
neous;!  submit  whether  the  confirmation  or  refection  should  not  be  made 
by  joint  ballot.  According  to  the  organic  Itmfs^he  Legielatiwe  CeuncU 
is  required  to  act  upon  the  nominations  of  the  Governor.  Now,,  if 
the  old  practice  be  pursued,  a  majority  of  the  Council  may  assent  to 
the  nomination,  and  yet  it  'may  be  defeated  by  a  minority  of  the  same  - 
body.  Suppose,  for  instance,  the  House  of  Representatives  unani* 
mously  assents,  and  the  Senate  dissents  in  like  manner — the  majority 
is  in  ^vor  of  the  nominee,  and  yet  he  is  rejected  ! !  It  is  respect- 
fully  recommended  to  you,  to  adopt  a  joint  rule,  by  which  the  Senate 
may  con  vene  with  the  Representatives,  in  the  Representative  Hall, 
and  ballot  upon  the  nomsnations,  from  time  to  time  made  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive. My  convictions  on  this  head  are  strengtliened  by  the  first 
section  of  an  act  passed  on  the  21st  of  January,  1829,  entitled  an 
"  act  to  authorizo  the  citizens  of  the  Territories  of  Arkansas  and 
Florida,  to  elect  their  officers,  and  tor  other  purposes."  The  provi- 
sion  is — <<That  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  qualified  to 
vote,  shall  and  may,  at  such  time  and  place,  and  under  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  may  prescribe, 
elect  their  officers,  civil  and  military,  except  such  as  by  the  laws  of 
Congress  are  to  be  appointbyed  the  President  of  the  Unitod  States, 
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mnd  except  ako,  Justices  jf  the  Peace,  Auditor  a«d  IVeasartr  ^ 
Mtd  Territory,  who  sh&H  be  chosen  by  joint  vote  of  hoik  kou$u  •f 
ihe  Legistaturt.  at  such  time,  and  for  such  term  of  sernco  at  tM 
said  Legislature  may  prescribe  ;''  and  again,  by  the  fourth  sactSon,  ft 
is  declared,  **  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  quaNfisd  voteri  of  thi 
Territory  of  Florida,  to  elect  their  officers,  civil  and  military,  in  sudK  . 
manner,  and  under  such  rulesy  regulatioMf  re$triction$  md  totMm 
ihns^  MS  are  prescribed  in  the  two  first  sections  of  this  act.^*  Dosif 
«t  not  seem,  as  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  now  consists  of  (iir0 
Chambers,  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  and  Justices  of  the  Peaedi 
should  be  chosen  by  joint  ballot,  and  if  the  principle  be  j«t  as  lo 
these  officers,  why  not  so,  in  regard  to  others,  who  are  reqolrsd  hf 
the  law  to  be  nominated  by  the  Governor  t  I  wish  H  was  the  ptm^ 
tice  to  require  the  Legislature  to  noipinate,  and  the  Governor  to  ap» 
prove  ;  but  as  it  is  otherwise,  the  Eteeutnre  must  be  expected  io  all 
cases,  to  exercise  the  discretion  vested  in  that  departmeiit,  by  iIm 
laws  of  Congress. 

Tour  Treasury  is  without  funds  to  meet  the  current  expenses  it 
has  not  yielded  money  enough  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  Tenitorial 
officers  dependent  upon  it  during  the  last  year.  That  policy  which 
would  drain  the  purses  of  the  people  to  provide  for  public  wants,  it 
ruinous  and  oppressive— *but  there  are  expenses  which,  even  undar  a 
Territorial  government,  must  be  mcurred,  and  can  only  be  defrayed 
by  taxation.  Among  the  objects  for  which  expenditures  are  necea-, 
eary,  are  the  apprehension  and  prosecution  of  criminals,  and  Jailars^ 
Sheriffs,  and  Marshals  fees,  for  the  arrest  and  safo  keeping  of 
prisoners.  You  cannot  enforce  your  criminal  laws  without  providing 
for  these — but  I  am  inclined  to  think,  a  very  limited  list  ef  subjects^ 
with  a  proper  rate  of  taxation  upon  them,  would  furnish  the  Territo* 
ry  with  sufficient  revenue  for  every  legitimate  purpose,  and  from 
those,  too,  who  are  best  able  to  bear  the  burden.  I  suggest  thereforo^ 
fbr  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  that  a  tax  bo 
levied  upo*i  billiard  tables,  circusses  and  shows,  pleasure  c^uriagei^ 
race  horses,  taverns,  Kcenses  to  retail  sptritueus  /iquorB,baiiki(  unless 
their  charters  contain  some  inhibitory  provision,  auction  sales— and  I 
would  add,  though  it  is  confessikl  with  hesitation,  tipoft  every  device 
t^professional  gaming.  Heavy  taxes,  and  heavy  penalties  to  en« 
force  their  payment,  would  probably  check  at  least,  the  progress  of 
this  ruinous  vice.  Your  laws  against  gaming  are  severe  enough  to 
extinguish  the  offence,  and  banish  the  o^enders  from  the  Territory— 
if  the  severity  of  human  laws  could  effect  any  thing.  But  the  evS 
has  gone  en,  increasing  year  afler  year,  to  the  detriment  of  puUie 
molality,  and  the  encouragement  of  a  passion  fatal  in  the  disastrdds 
excesses  to  which  it  leads !  dhould  you  deem  a  more  extended 
range  of  taxation  necessary — it  is  recommended  that  no  taxes  bo  to. 
vied  upon  the  lands,  negroes  and  other  property  of  those  who  htt4 
b^o  driven  from  their  homes,  or  kept  from  the  cuhivation  of  their 
hinds  by  the  existing  Indian  war.     Might  it  not  be  proper  to  appwat 
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your  Collectors  and  Assessore  for  tha  several  DlftricU  lo  i\m  T«rri« 
fgiXi  rather  jihaa  for  the  Counties  1 

\  jTjbiere  are  certain  claims  against  the  Territory  iii  East  Florida,  (or 
l^i^v^ces  rendered  and  provisions  furnished  during  th«  pre^^ent  War-<- 
IvHjch  were  existing  when  ,1  came  iuta  oflice,  and  th«  evidences  •f 
jj^hici)^  I  regret,  cannot,  through  adverse  circumstances,  he  praseated 
to  you*  Of  the  Cluims  of  the  first  Class  mentioned,  are  those  •f 
Colonel  Rohert  Browa  of  Columbia  Connty  in  behalf  of  his  Regi- 
^ent^  and  of  Majoi:  I^ac  Garrason  of  Alachua  for  his.  Battalion  for 

Sjrvices  in  the  field  as  they  insist,  under  iha  orders  of  the  Governor* 
iter. the  adjournment  of  the  last  Session  of  the  Council,  I  deputed 
ik  Ceinmissipa  consisting  of  the  Adjutant  nnd  Inspector  General  and 
tlie  (Q^uartermaster  General  to  Newnausvillc  in  Alachua,  to  examine 
these, ajp-d  other  clain^-^but  owing  to  the  shoitness  of  the  sojouro 
of  these  Officers,  and  to  sune  misapprehension  between  them  and 
tiie  claimanis-  no  thorough  examiaatipn  was  had.  It  was  then  de- 
termined by  me,  to  examine ,  them  in  person,  durmg  a  visit  t«  the 
East,  which  had  been  fixed  for  the  month  of  May,  but  did  cot  from 
thepr{:ssure  of  public  July,  tiikc  place  until  August.  Circumstances 
beyond  my  cuutrol  did  not  allow  me  to  carry  ray  intonlion  iato  ef- 
fttct^and  these  chiirn'^  are  y(;i  outstanding  and  unliquidated.  I  cem- 
liend  lliem  to  yotir  eerious  iinU  favorablo  consideration,  and  if  upon 
ascertaining  the  amuunt  due*  the  Terrhorial  Treasury  is  inadequate 
to  their  payment,  I  rcconHnend  a  strong  appeal  to  Congress  in  the 
fSroi  of  Uti^ttluiioij  ur  .^U'monal.  All  just  Claims  should  be  settled 
by  the  Gov^raniuiiL— ;iotl  ^Lxciily* 

%  The  opiiii()H&  hifretut'ijrQ  c:v[Kessed  to  you,~upon  the  subject  of  en* 
taring  rliii  U.jion  a.^  a  Sui^,  iue  unchanged,  'i'o  divide  the  Territe. 
rjr  hi  tJiiiS  monieia  woujci  be  productive  of  numerous  disadvantage 
bolit  10  liie  E^taniMlj^  tVe?a.  llercarier  should  it  be  desirable 
and  considered  bcnetieiiti  to  i^Dih  Sdciions,  an  arrangement  may  be 
ciaic^r  :d  j^iiif  uadi  r  tlie  ^mi^  Uijvernment,  for  Divi;:>ic)n.  Now,wheii 
CniiJ  and  <»tht:r  Spi:!Cn)«i!4Ji!i  iire  lookiitg  down  from  a  distance,  upon 
t(\e  punikisuiii,  uiid  anuoualy  and  greedily  expecting  the  lerininalioa 
of  Ihfe  War  ;  wlu^n  Jts  popu Union  has  almost  fcrsakttn  the  country^ 
and  ie  ordy  to  be  [omul  ni  towuR,  villages  and  posts ;  when  the 
nEHi;'l£^  JfLjtn  the  Bi'itii^lj  WcM  India  Islands  are,  as  I  am  credibly  ia» 
foriTitsd,  holding  intercour^t;  \viiU  the  Main,  and  Abolitionism  ie  ^re* 
pnri*ig  Useif  for  a  vigfirons  onset — now  is  not  the  time  for  Bust  Flo* 
nda  to  rend  asjjiiier  iU'.\  tie.^  litat  bind  her  to  the  West.  To  ber- 
th e  pnlicy  iji  suicidrvl ;   to  the  West  it  is  scarcely  less  so. 

Jplin  r*  jjiival  E^q.  has  infurmed  mo  he  has  prepared  a  SeconcI 
VoltJmo  of  Laws,  coiitai  auj;  private  Acts — Acts  of  Incorporation 
m>4  R*3feifjluun<w  of  lln*  Couucil,  Acts  of  Congress  respectirjg  Flori. 
ida-and  th*^  Treaty  of  CiVsi^T,  witlj  a  copi  )U3  Index,  I  have  not 
lia^  ttmi*  lo  t*3£unuiJ*i  lite  work,  but  s;ja;jr^st  to  you — should  it  be  ap- 
pjuvt^d  Uy^ytKj — Uio  priJjjnHv^  of  soliciliug  iVjra  the  General  Gov.. 
e^upient^  HiH'Ei  an  uppTLtpriiiion  ns  will  procure  its  publication  and 
(Uolnbutjmi  throughout  ijiu  Territory. 
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I  am  aware  the  juncture  is  not  favorable  for  obtaiairfg  ajipHl* 
priations  for  Interna!  Irnprov^natMits  trom  the  Gen'eral'Goverifimeot, 
If  obtained  for  our  Roads  and  our  Rivers,  theycould  not  alway/b© 
applied,  mhile  the  Indians  ai-e  unsubdued;  but,,  theimproveriidmt 
and  defences  of  our  B:iys  and  Harbours  slmuld  be  constamFy  Ui^^id 
upon  the  attention  of  Congress.  Such  improvements  would  bo  mjt 
only /or  FloriU  hni  for  the  Union.  The  S«i  Wall  at  St.  Augtis. 
line  is  in  an  unfinished  slate — and  the  Fort  St.  Marks  [Marion"]  rti- 
pidly  dilapidating — the  completion  of  the  one  and  the  tlioroii^ii.'J^. 
pair  of  the  oihor  should  he  iinmediitely  asked  for  ;  thefirit  is^irqcea. 
«ary  to  the  heulth,  comi*)r^and  socnrity  of  ilie  city— the  Inst  for  its 
defence  and  as  an  asylum  for  women  and  children  iii  the  dUy'bJ 
Croubfe,  M'tiich  I  trust  m  ly  never  come — but  for  which  a  pniiieHtftl 
cauiion  should  |)rovide.  It  is  surprising.that  Fern  mdifia  has  .-♦ftjfi'fig 
escaped  the  atttintion  of  the  (Je  icral  Government,  since  iti  ](^odition 
w  moHl  eligible  f»r  a  Navat  I)ei)ot.  The  Bars  at  the  MiAvtH -6^ llle 
St.  Johns  and  the  Harbour  of  St#  Augustine,  mifl:ht  with  a  dii^  (Exer- 
cise of  skill,  be  improved.  Defences  are  wanting  at'  Itwlta'tl  Key 
and  Key  West.  It  occurs  to  me,  that  an  Inspectorship  of  On^dtlit 
attached  to  the  Collection  District  of  St.  Marks  might  be  est^bliBhM, 
with  advantage,  at  Cedar  Keys,  near  th^  Mouth  of  the  8irWatttii$#. 

The  Code  lor  the  punishment  of  offences  by  SFaves  and  Fl^ftet^eo. 
pte  of  Color  is  very  defective.  I  usfc  for  it  your  revisidn  aW  cot. 
rection  ; — it  will  be  found  that,  among  other  defecfe,^  it  dbeo  not  iuf. 
ficie;itly  provide  for  the  punishment  of  those  ^ho  may  aid  fehd  coll. 
sort  with'the  Indian  Enemy.  In  relation  to  these  classes  of  per- 
sons, pnbishment  should  follow  quickly  upon  the  footsteps  of  crhcM, 
and  it  is  recommended,  that  an  application  be  made  (o  Congress  do 
to  amend  the  Organic  Law,sthat  all  offences  by  them  coratnilted«  be 
broaght  to  a  speedy  (rial,  before  Tribunals  t(«  be  establisheic)  by  tbli 
Legislative  Council  for  that  purpose.  Free  Negroes  sh6uid  be  pM- 
ced  under  the  guardianship  of  respectable  white  persons,  and  undtr 
such  superintendence,  they  may  be  made  useful  to  the  tommuaiiy 
and  themselves.  •*■'.' 

It  has  long  been  my  opinion,  that  the  Jurisdiction' r>Vef  Wll^  ahfl 
Administrations — estates  andOrphans — should  be  separated  from'  tho 
County  Court  Judiciary,  and  confined  to  a  single  individual  in  *ach 
county,  learned  in  the  Law,  with  ample  poAver  ;  with  suitable' feel* -to 
compensate  for  his  labors,aDd  with  appeal  frem  his  decisibni^td  th^ 
Superior  Courts.  ~  ■  !  na 

As  the  Law  at  present  stands  the  tTnited  States  District  Attoi^. 
iieys  are  permrltcd  to  appoint  Deputies^ — it  is  questioned- whetHelr 
the  Territory  possessed  power  to  authorize- such  a  delegation  df  «a^ 
thority — or,  if  so-^whether  it  is  prudent  to*  confer  it.  In  the  absi^ce 
•f  the  District  Attorney,  the  appointmehrt  6f'ttft»  prosecttting dflWci, 
should  it  seem  to  me,  be  vested  in  the  Cwn^^*** 

Should  not  the  election  for  Delegate  be'fRced  at  an  earlier  Pei4oi, 
than  the  ilrst  Mdndny  i&Miy  1      If  there  is  ever  a  ^aMid^essioft, 
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bilbrt  that  time  and  after  the  expiratiM  of  a  CongresSi  Flotkia  woaM 
4lot  be  rtpresented  and  her  interests  might  suffer  in  coosequeaee. 

I  advise  that  measures  be  taken  to  cause  the  Laws  to  be  published 
in  every  Judicial  District  in  the  Territory  ; — thoy  would  have  been 
ao  published,  during  the  past  year,  by  my  order,  had  not  the  Secre* 
tary  af  Staie  determiued  they  could  be  published  in  three  newspapers 
•nly.  Skeuld  not  the  Decisions  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  be  pub- 
lished in  the  journals  printing  the  Laws,  for  the  information  of  the 
Bar  and  of  the  People  t  In  this  connection,  I  take  leave  to  express 
ipy  regrets,  that  the  Laws  of  the  late  Session  of  the  Legislature, 
have  not  been  distributed,  as  promptly  as  they  should  have  beea. 
There  has  aot  been  a  dollar  in  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Territory, 
lor  the  last  year,  and  the  Executive  has  been  compelled  to  traosnait 
the  Laws,  aa  opportunity  offered — by  private  conveyance, 4o  varioiM 
parts  ef  the  country. 

The  Resolutions  instructing  the  Delegate,  in  relation  to  several 
important  mattei  s,  were  duly  transmitted  to  him.  I  am  not  awaie 
Ibat  any  action  has  been  had  upoq  them,  at  Washwgton. 

I  subnut  to  you  if  it  might  not  be  proper  to  endeavor  to  obtain  for 
,^  Judges  of  the  Territory,  better  Salaries,  and  a  per  diem  allow- 
aoce,  vrhile  they  are  sitting  as  a  Court  of  Appeals — and  also,  aa  ap-^ 
propriation  for  a  Library  for  the  Court  of  Appeals. 

lo  preclaimiog  the  Adoption  ef  the  Constitution  of  St.  Joseph,  I 
kut  perfornsed  a  duty  required  at  my  hands  by  the  Convention,  aod 
for  which  I  am  responsible  to  the  People.  None  but  the  People 
lutve  a  right  to  question  and  command  me  upon  this  subject— but,  as 
Ibere  is  ne  mystery  about  it  aod  nothing  to  conceal,  should  the  Lfgrn* 
iative  Council  consider  it  important,  a  statement  of  the  vote  upon  the 
ConaiitutioD,  will  be  communicated,  upon  your  request. 

Your  Criminal  Code  needs  reform*— its  barbarous  punishmenla 
abeukl  be  abolished,  and  some  grave  offences,  to  which  light  punish- 
IIMata  are  aaaexed  should  be  visited  with  heavy  penalties.  Look  at 
the  punishments  of  manslaughter— assault  with  intent  to  murder-^ 
l^uelliag,  and  Libel — are  they  such  as  to  prevent  these  crimes,  er  do 
hey  not  rather  encourage  offenders  to  stalk  abroad  at  noon-day*  da- 
fiding  tbf  Laws  and  scorning  their  judgments  ? 

Erroneous  notions  seem  to  have  taken  root— respecting  JE^otZ  ,*  aad 
it  bas  been  held,  that  the  English  Rule,  which  is  the  Rule  adopted  fagr 
jQoat  of  the  States,  does  not  apply  with  us  ;  that  is  to  say,  a  mao  . 
xbarped  vri^h  a  capital  offence,  is  less  guilty  here  than  elsewhere-^ 
aad  IS  entitled  to  lenity  and  respect  from  the  Laws.  Such  a  position 
is  monstroua,  aad  if  there  be  any  doubt  aa  to  offences  Ibat  are 
IbailaUe,  and  those  which  are  not,  it  is  high  time  it  should  be  settled 
hy  Iffialative  enactment. 

The  want  of  Jails  retards  the  enforcement  of  the  Crimioal  I^txr. 
Tbera  should  be  at  Itest  one  jail  in  every  District ;  and  I  recommencL 
Tou  to  askaa  much,fron^  Congress.     Fortunate  would  it  be  for  this 
,Territory,  if  that  body  w«uld  aid  you,  by  a  Grant  of  Lands,  to^ea* 
•bliah  a  Peoiteotiary ;    the  Fort 'at  St.  Augustine  might,  with  i^ 
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pttrty  te  imd  for  thai  purpose,  and  tha  introduction  of  iroprisonnMni 
j»id  labor  into  your  penal  code-<*-wouki  not  &il,  aa  it  haa  done  elacr 
wberoy  to  reform  the  guilty  and  promote  the  cause  of  huniauity. 

To  prevent  frivoloua  prosecutiona^  there  should  be  a  prosecutor  in 
evajfcmsef  responsible  for  costs,  in  the  event  of  a  verdict  of  *'  Not 
Guilty"  ;  and  whera  the  proceeding  is  upon  Presentment,  it  should 
be  the  duty  c^  the  Grand  Jury  to  furnish  the  Prosecutor. 

It  often  happens,  that  a  fine  is  imposed,  which  the  Defendant  \»  ' 
wholly  unable  to  pay  and  then  an  application  is  made  for  Executive 
loterpoattion,  which,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  succeeds  ;  thus, 
be  who  ia  without  money,  is  independent  of  the  Law  and  escapee 
puQiabtiieot*  Might  not  the  provision  be  a  salutiiry,  one»  if  wheve 
the  Defendant  is  unaUe  to  pay  a  fine,  imprisonment  or  some  other 
puniahroent  be  inflicted  upon  him  7 

To  make  the  laws  equal  in  their  operation,  the  punishing  power 
tboirid  in  all  cases  be  taken  from  the  Juries,  uhere  it  is  now  vested, 
and  deposited  with  the  Courts.  In  someparta  of  the  ocuntry,  cer^ 
tain  ofienc^  from  their  common  occurrence,  or  other  cause,  may 
be  thought  lightly  of;  and  the  Juries  will  visit  thera  lightly  ;  while, 
elsewhere,  the  same  offences  may  be  deemed  of  some  enormity,  and 
the  Juries  will  punish  them  with  severity.  There  should  be  a  max* 
smiiffi  and  ntinimum  annexed  to  all  penalties,  and  within  these 
points,  the  Judicial  discretion  may  safely  be  left  to  operate.  The 
Judge  will  hold  the  balance  even,  and  distribute  equal  justice  through* 
4ut  hie  District. 

^ppaals  in  criminal  cases  ought  to  be  abolished,  they  but  embar« 
laas  criminal  juetice.  The  Pardoning  power  atands,  in  our  Organic 
Laws,  in  place  ff  the  Appeal,  and  when  properly  exercised,  is  as 
•fficadoMs  to  the  accused. 

The  Law  against  carrying  Secret  Arms  does  not,  it  ia  believed^ 
prevent  the  practice  ;  indeed,  I  tun  constrained  to  say,  of  the  Crim- 
inal  Justice,  there  is  not  generally  that  respect  for  it  and  wholesome 
apprehension  of  consequences  from  its  infraction,  which  belong  aU 
ways  to  the  Law  abiding  and  the  bvers  of  peace  and  good  order. 
There  is  extant,  a  spirit  above  the  Laws,  which  seeks  to  make  a  law 
for  itself  and  relies  upon  violence  for  the  execution  of  its  purposes ; 
a  Spirit  which  while  it  triumphs  over  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  elevates 
the  Code  of  False  Honor  and  exults  in  what  it  miscalls  Chivalhy  ; 
a  Spirit  which  if  perknitted  to  spread  itselfT  will  introduce  confusion 
asd  bloodahed  and  death  into  Society  ;  for  there  is  a  point  at  which 
the  most  peaceful  and  forbearing  will  resist,  and  if  the  laws  cannot 
protect  them.  Men  will  defend  themselves.  The  Laws,  in  this  hap* 
py  eouotry,  are  bu4  the  will  and  voice  of  the  People^  and  if  the  Peo- 
ffe  thamselves,  do  not  enforce  obedience  to  Iheir  own  mandates,  they 
are  no  longer  |he  Sovereigns  of  the  Land,  but  the  refractory  and 
^iaobedieot  lord  it  over  them. 

Fellow  Citizens,  it  is  a  prime  and  awom  duty  pertainim^  to  the 
official  character  ]^  hold,  "to  take  care  that  the  Laws  be  faithfully 
£»ecvUd.*^    I  have  endeavored  to  acquit  myself  of  this  solenan  obliga* 
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lion,  to  the  best  of  my  abHity — and  without  feelings  of  prejudice  ot 
partiality  to,  or  against  any  man.  I  shall  ronlinne  to  make  the  san^ 
efibiit,  relying  upon  the  wisdom  and  pntriotism  of  the  PeopLb  of 
Florida  to  support  me  in  sustaining  tub  Suprrxacy  or  tuz  Laws. 

Allow  me  to  remind  you",  in  conclusion,  thut  we  have  just  passec 
tlirough  the  excitements  of  very  strongly  contested  elections  ; — thesf 
agitations,  I  am  sure,  you  will  agree  with  me,  should  be  subdued  anc 
put  at  rest ;  they  should  not  be  suffered  to  impede  and  warp  tfce  pro*, 
gress  of  legislation.  It  is  only  by  the  ex'-rcise  of  a  charitable  feelinj 
and  conciliatory  spirit,  thit  we  can  make  our  laJ)ors  profitable  to  tftt 
Territory — and  I  assure  you,  while  the  Executive  adheres  to  Its  owi 
political  principles,  and  must  be  governed  b/lhem,  it  desires  to  exer- 
cise respect,  forbearance  and  tolerance  towards  the  ditfering  opitu 
toDi  of  others  ;  but  most  of  all,  is  it  anxious  to  unite  cordially  with 
you«  in  rendering  substantial  and  acceptable  service  to  our  uafbrtu. 
Date  and  bleeding  country. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Executive  Office,  Tallahassee,  Fla. 
January  11,  1641. 

Which  was  read,  and  100  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Brockenbrough  offered  the  fullovylttg  Resolution,  wbicJ- 
Wtts  adopted  : 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  be  r^qucst^ 
to  furnisii  a  copy  of  Duval's  Compilation,  and  the  acta  of  the 
last  Legislative  Council,  for  the  use  of  each  member  iof  tJbe 
Senate. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-tnorrow  12  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  January  12,  164  U  . 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and  yesterday'^ 
proceedings  were  read,     . 

Mr.  Dupont  offered  the  following  resolutions,  viz:  •; 

.  I.  Beit  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  ef  ReprBStmt^Oiws 
&f  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  this  Legislative  Cowicll  de^ 
m  the  name  of  the  people  of  Florida,  tender  to  Licut.^  Col.  Har- 
ney, of  the  United  States  Army,  now  operating  in  Florida,  the#i 
cordial  thanks  for  zeal  and  energy  displayed  by  him  as  an  officer  . 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  heretofore  humiliating,  and  yet  har- 
rassing  Indian  war,  which  has  so  effectually  desolated  the  ftir^^ 
portion  of  our  afflicted  Territory. 
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2.  Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  as  the  gnardiami,  at  well  of 
the  hoQ^r^as  to  the  iQierests  of  our  coostitucnt*,  we  do  unan- 
imously approve  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  toid  officer  in  his 
Ifte gallant  afiair  with  the  Indians  in  the  Everglades. 

3.  Be  it  further  Resolved^  That  as  commemorativ#  of  our 
approbation  and  gratitude  for  the  distinguished  serrices  and  una* 
bated  zeal  of  this  gallant  officer,  his  Excellency  theGoTernor  of 
the  Territory/be  requested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  a  sword  with 
a  suitable  inscription,  and  to  present  the  same  to  Lieut.  Col. 
Harney,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Florida. 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  English  gave  notice  that  at  some  future  time  he  woul^ 
introduce  a  bill  to  strike  out  the  last  provision  of  the  6th  section 
•f  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  a  board  of  Wardena  tnd 
Commissioners  of  Pilotage  for  the  port  of  Key  Waet. 

Mr.  Livingston  introduced  a  preamble  and  resolution  io  rala- 
tion  to  the  appointment  of  Territorial  officers  by  the  General 
Government  • 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  English  introduced  the  following  Resolution,  vizs 

Besolved,  That  the  Auditor  be  requested  to  state  to  this  body 
what  ameunt  of  Taxes  has  been  paid  by  the  Aoetioneers  in 
South  Florida,  and  state  if  any  part  thereof  has  been  ratumed 
for  school  purposes. 

Which  was  read. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  the  Seaata  m 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Union  Bank,  upto  the  Istof  Jan* 
vary,  1841.  Which  was  read,  i'eie4red  to  the  committee  on 
Finance  and  Banks,  and  50  copies  ordered  to  be  prinied» 

Mr.  Brockenbrough  offered  the  following  Resolution,  via: 

Resolved  by  the  Sanate  and  TImse  of  Representatives^  That 
the  Governor  be  requested  to  fbrnish  to  the  Council  a  statement 
of  the  voles  of  the  people  upon  the  adoption  of  tlie  Constitution, 
furnrshcd  by  tiie  St.  Josejih  Convention,  together  with  the  origi- 
nal Po^l  Books,  and  other  returns,  that  the  same  may  be  deposited 
among  the  archives  of  the  Territory,  after  such  action  thereon 
as  the  Le;:islalure  may  think  proper. 

Which  was  rend. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  English  the  Senate  proceeded  to  fleet  a 
printer,  when,  C.  E.  Barllelt  wis  unanimously  elected. 

Mr.  Dyponl  offered  the  followin;!:  Resolution  viz: 

Resolved,  That  liis  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
cause  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  at  as  early  a  day  as  prac- 
ticable, the  report  of  the  Auditor  cfnd  Treasurer  of  the  Territo* 
ry,  for  the  year  1840. 
"  Which  was  read. 
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Also  a  Resolution  in  relation  to  the  reference  of  the  Groveraof't 
message  to  the  appropriate  committees — which  was  read. 
On  motion  the  Senate  adjourned  Until  to-morrow,  19  o'clock. 


'    .  Wednesday,  January  13,  1841* 

TJm  Sew^  met  pursuant  to  adjournmtnt,  and  yesterday'* 
proceedings  were  read. 

Ml.  Walker  presented  the  petition  of  James  Buraside,  wkich 
was  read  and  refiirred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Dupont  on  yesterday,  complU 
mentary  to  Lieut.  Col.  Harney,  were  again  read,  to  which  a  pre- 
amble was  oiSired  by  the  same  gentleman  and  received. 
.  Said  preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 
(  The  preamble  and  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Livingston  oa 
tetterday,  in  relation  to  the  appoioiment  of  Territorial  offioere 
by  the  General  Government,  were  again  read  and  adopted. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  English  requiring  of  the  Audi- 
tor infermatioa  as  to  the  taxes  paid  by  the  Auctioneers  ofSouth 
Florida,  was  a^in  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Dupont,  in  relation  to  the  reports  ot 
the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of  the  Territory,  was  again  read  and 
adopted. 

Mr,  Dupawt  oSered  the  following  substitute  for  the  resolution 
offeied  by  hitn  on  yesterday,  as. to  the  reference  of  his  Excel- 
lency tha  Oorcriior's  Message: 

Resohed.  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as  re- 
latesf  to  the  Indian  war,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Slate 
of  ibe  TciTUory  \  so  much  as  relates  to  the  orgaaization  of  tho 
milinap  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia ;  so  much 
as  relates  to  the  currency,  to  issue  of  the  Territorial  Bonds, 
and  to.  the  revenue  of  the  Territory,  be  referred  to  the  Comiirit- 
tee  on  Banks  and  Finances  ;  so  much  as  relates  to  Indian  losses 
and  claims  in  East  Florida,  to  the  Committee  on  Claims:  so 
much  as  relates  to  internal  defence  and  acts  of  mcorporation 
recommended  to  be  repealed,  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Territory ;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  criminal  code,  and 
the  voting  by  joint  ballot  by  the  two  Houses  upon  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  Governor,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Which  was  read  and  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  te-morrow  10  o'clock*  A.  M. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


25' 

Thursday,  January  14,  1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourncneot,  and  yestorday'i 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr,  Livingston  gives  notice  that  he  will  on  sonrie  fiiture  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  Incorporata  the  Town  of  Madi- 
son Court  House,  in  Madison  County. 

Mr.  English,  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled,  "  an  Act  t«  lepeal  the  last  pro* 
vision  of  the  3th  section  of  an  act  entitled  *  an  Act  to  establisii 
a  Board  of  Wardens  and  Cummissioners  of  Pilotage  for  the  Port, 
of  Key  West,'"  which  was  read, 

Mr.  Cooper  dflered  an  extract  from  the  presentments  of  \h% 
Grand  Jurors,  of  the  Counties  of  Columbia,  Alachua  and  Uill»> 
borough,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  Regiment  of  Colonel 
Robert  Brown  and  the  Batalion  under  Maj.  Isaac  Garrison 
which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims* 

The  following  rest}lutioo  offered  by  the  same,  viz: — 

Resolved^  That  the  Governor  be  and  he  is  .*iercby  requested, 
to  furnish  to  this  body,  such  papers  and  information  as  may  lie 
in  his  possession  respecting  the  claims  for  military  services  re- 
fcred  to  in  his  annual  message. 

Was  read  and  ordered  for  to-day. 

The  resolution  before  oflfered  by  Mr.  Brockenbrough,  request- 
ing information  of  the  Governor  as  to  the  votes  given  for  the 
Constitution  framed  at  the  late  Convention  Held  at  in^t.  Joseph, 
wfts  again  read  and  adopted. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Cooper,  requesting  of  the  Governor 
iofermation  and  papers  respecting  claims  tor  military  scrviooa* 
was  again  read  and  ado;9ted. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  9  o'clock. 


Friday,  January  15,  1841. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  yesterday's 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Pelot  appeared,  was  sworn,  and  took  his  seat. 
Mr.  Brockentrough,  from  the   committee  on  the  judiciary, 
made  the  following  report: 

.  The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which  was  refenod  so 

4' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


n 


26 

much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  votmg  by  joint 
ballot  of  the  two  houses  upon  all  nominations  made  by  the  exet- 
utive,  ha^e  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  re* 
spectfulFy  to  report : 

That  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1823,  sectidn 
second,  in  defining  the  dnties  of  the  executive^  provides  that  the 
OoremoT  **  shall  rave  power  to  appoint  and  commission,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council,  all  ofHcers,  civil  aiki 
of  the  militia,  whose  appointments  are  not  herein  (therein)  oth- 
erwise provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law/'  That 
said  act  is  unrepealed.  That  the  act  of  the  21st  January,  1829» 
entitled,  **  An  act  to  authorise  the  citizens  of  the  TerritoriM  of 
Arkansas  and  Florida  to  elect  their  officers,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,'' to  which  the  Grovemor  alludes,  \a  its  first  three  sections, 
alludes  exclusively  fo  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  which  at  that 
time  had  a  senatel  The  first  section  of  that  act  gives  the  ^  citi- 
zens of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  qualified  to  vote.''  the  right, 
^at  such  time  and  place,  and  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
the  Legislature  of  said  Territory  might  prescribe,  to  elect  their 
officers,  civil  and  military,  except  such  as  by  the  laws  of  Con- 
gr^  then  in  force,  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  th^ 
United  States ;  and  except  also  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Auditor 
and  Treasurer  for  said  Territory,  who  should  be  chosen  by 
joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature,  at  such  time  and  for 
such  term  of  service  as  the  said  Legislature  should  prescribe.'' 

The  fourth  section  of  the  same  act  to  which  the  Governor  al- 
so makes  reference,  provides,  ^  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
qtioHfied  voters  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  elect  their  offiicera 
civil  and  military,  in  such  manner  and  under  such  rules,  reguia- 
tions,  restrictions  and  conditions  as  are  prescribed  in  the  fore- 
going provisions  in  the  two  first  sections  of  that  act." 

We  understand  the  words  "  qualified  voters"  of  Florida^  in  the 
fourth  section^  to  mean  the  same  thinfl^  with  the  words,  ^<  eiti* 
zens  of  the  Territory  cf  Arkansas  qualified  to  vote"  in  the  first 
section,  and  both  to  give  certafn  efections  to  the  people ;  and  the 
words  '*  rules  and  regulations"  to  apply  to  the  words  **  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Territory 
mav  prescribe." 

in  the  4th  sectiot>  the  words  restrictions  and  conditions  must 
mean  to  cxtenrj  to  the  people  of  Florida  the  exceptions  in  the 
first  section,  of  such  officers  as  by  the  laws  of  Congress  are  to 
be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  who  by  said  first  section 
were  to  be  appointed  by  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Arkansas. 

These  officers  being  thus  exempted  from  the  power  of  tte 
people,  the  (jitesilon  arises  to  whom  their  election  was  given. — 
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As  to  those  appointed  by  the  President  it  is  dear  that  (bgae  rt- 
mained  with  mm.  As  to  those  to  be  chosen  by  joint  vot«  of 
the  two  houses  of  the  Legislature  of  Arkansas,  it  is  equally 
clear  that  that  act  specially  giving  such  power  to  the^nt  vote 
of  two  houses,  in  Arkansas,  could  not  be  intended  without  ex- 
press  words  to  ^ive  a  similar  power  to  the  siojgle  bouse,  theo 
existing  in  Florida.  Such  a  construction  would  have  ousted  the 
Governor  of  his  power  of  nomination,  and  given  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  nomination  and  election  to  the  singfe  house  of  the  Leg- 
islative Council  of  Florida,  because  the  election  was  given  to 
the  joint  vote  pf  the  two  houses  of  Arkansas. 

And  that  act  can  not  be  lield  to  contemplate  the  future  exis- 
tence of  a  Senate  in  Florida  established  long  afterwards. 

If  it  does  the  Governor  has  no  richt  to  nominate  the  offioers 
enlbraced  in  tlie  second  exception  of  the  first  section  of  the  act, 
but  the  same  must  be  chosen  by  joint  vote  of  ^e  two  houaes. 
We  consider  then  tht^t  there  was  no  alteration  intended  by  the 
act  of  1829,  in  the  right  of  ttie  Governor  to  nominate  anid  the 
L^islative  Council  to  confirm. 

The  next  act  to  be  con»(tered  is  the  act  of  the  7th  of  July, 
188S,  which  declares  that  the  I^egislative  Council  shall  consbl 
of  two  houses,  to  be  called  the  Sepate  and  House*  of  Reipresen- 
tatives.  That  cct  provides  no  mode  by  which  the  two  bonnes 
shall  act  upon  Executive  nominations,  and  as  the  power  to  con- 
firm is  ^ven  to  the  Legislative  Council,  and  that  council  if  con- 
stituted of  two  houses,  we  know  of  no  power  or  right  by  whtck 
they  can  act  as  one  house,  or  by  ioint  vote  iq  any  ease,  onlew 
express  authority  was  given  them  by  the  act  establishing  tiienu 

We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  thar  Senate,  the  two  houses 
of  the  Legislature  of  Florida  can  not  legally  act  jointly  upon 
the  subject  of  Executive  neminations. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  report  and  these  resolutions 
be  transmitted  to  his  Excellency,  the  Grovernor  and  the  House  ef 
Representatives. 

W.  H.  BROCKENBROUGH,  Chairman. 
C.  H.  DUPONT. 
GEORGE  WALKER, 

Which  was  read  and  placed  amoag  the  orders  of  to^y,  and 
ordei*ed  to  be  printed. 

A  l;»ill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  last  provision  of  thn 
fifth  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  a  board  of  War- 
dens and  Commissioners  of  Pilotage  for  tlie  Port  of  Key  West, 
was  again  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossrd  for  to-nKwrrow. 
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Th«  report  of  the  Jadlciary  Committee,  on  the  subject  of  Et* 
ecuttve  nominations,  was  again  read  and  adopted.  • 
The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Saturday,  January  16, 184t. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  anti  yesterday's  pro- 
ceedings were  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr;  Walker  Mr.  Pelot  was  added  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  Livingston  give»  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the 
3d  and  8th  sections  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorise  the- 
(Jovfcrnor  of  Florida  to  raise  troops  fjr  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tier, and  for  other  purposes. — Approved  March  2d,  1888. 

Mr.  English  oflfered  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Besohed,  That  the  Judiciary  committee  be  instructed  to  ii> 
qoire  into  the  propriety  of  abolishinsrthe  Superior  Court  for  th« 
€5oarjty  of  Dade,  and  to  report  a  bill  for  the  recording  of  deeds 
and  oiher  writing,  in  some  other  court,  and  for  the  adjudication 
aad  trial  of  caaes  arising  in  the  said  counly  df  Dade.  Which 
was  read  and  adopted. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  the  last  provision  of 
the  fifth  section  of  an  act  entitioai  an  act  to'establish  a  board  of 
Wardens  and  Commissioners  of  Pilotage  for  the  port  of  Key 
West,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed..  Ordered  that  the  ti- 
Me  he  a«  above. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  Monday  12  o*clock,  M. 


Monday,  January  18,  1841. 
Tire  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjoaromeat,  and  Saturday's 
proceedings  were  read. 
Mr.  Walker  ofllred  the  foIlovviDg  resolution,  viz  •• 
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Resohed,  That  iwjlll  otherwise  ordered,  the  hour  of  meeting^ 
of  the  Senate  shall  be  12  o'clock,  M. 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Brockenbroiigh,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  wfiich  was  referred  sach 
portions  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  right  of  ar- 
bitrary appeal  and  writ  of  error  in  criminal  casef,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and.  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  sommitlce,  the  certainty  of  pun- 
ishment has  more  efK^ct  in  the  prevention  of  crime  than  its  •€*• 
verity.  That  criminals  in  Florida  have  peculiar  facilities  fores* 
cape  which  the  circumstances  of  the  country  render  it  difficult  lo' 
take  away.  Our  long  line  of  s«a  board — the  narrowness  of  our  in- 
habited Territory,  and  c€>nligaity  of  neighboring  States — the  ex- 
tensive tracts  of  uniiliiabited  country — the  existence  of  an  ene- 
my within  our  borders,  and  the  want  of  proper  vigilance  and  care 
of  public  officers,  render  it  peculiarly  difficult  to  arrest  persoos 
charged  with  crime ;  and  when  arrested  the  want  of  jails  or 
their  insecurity,  the  want  ot  funds  for  tlie  support  of  tlie  per- 
sons charged,  and  ttio  difficulty  of  reimbursement,  render  it  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  detain  a  prisoner  when  arrested.  As  if  to 
add  to  the  facilities  of  escape  already  in  existence  the  Le^isla-  ' 
ture  has  allowed  an  arbitrary  right  of  Appeal  and  writ  of  err- 
*or  to  be  taken  by  the  prisoner  after  indictnient,  trial  and  convic- 
tion, whether  there  is  error  in  the  record  or  not.  Of  this  right 
of  Appeal  all  criminals  of  course  avail  themselves  when  the 
punishment  is  of  a  serious  character.  The  Court  of  Appeals 
sits  only  once  a  year,  and  the  long  intervals  which  sometimes 
elapse  between  the  time  of  conviction  and  the  session  of  that 
court,  subject  the  Territory  to  an  enormous  charge  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  prisoner  and  tt»e  attention  of  the  officers,  whilst  it 
gives  the  prisoner  and  his  friends  ample  opportunity  to  insuie 
his  escape,  which  is  more  certain  to  take  place  in  proportion  to 
the  enormity  of  the  offence  and  the  just  severity  of  the  punish- 
ment. And  this  may  and  does  occur  where  the  subtlest  legal 
acumen  would  not  be  able  to  delect  an  error  on  the  record.-— 
Persons  guilty  of  the  most  atrocious  crimes — the  most  flagrant 
violations  of  their  duties  to  society,  and  the  lavi^s  of  God  and 
man,  have  been  permitted  to  escape  by  this  error  in  our  crimi- 
nal system.  It  renders  the  whole  of  our  criminal  system  a 
mockery,  and  trials  for  murder  a  solemn  farce.  When  the  con- 
Tiction  of  guittts  followed  by  the  certainty  of  €f«oape  the  boasted 
protection  said  to  be  offered  by  society  to  the  persons  and  prop* 
erty  of  its  members  is  an  idle  tale,  and  every  man  i«  left  to  rely 
for  self  protection  only  upon  such  means  as  God  and  nature 
gave  hum,  and  the  weak  man  becomes  iubject  to  the  power  of 
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his  more  powerful  neighbor,  and  the  brave  man  is  safely  assas* 
sinated  by  the  coward. 

Your  committee  have  dwelt  longer  upon  this  subject  than  so 
plain  a  question  would  seem  tu  require ;  but  they  have  been  in- 
formed that  a  bill  repealing  this  right  of  arbitrary  appeal,  was 
Kasssed  last  year  by  the  Senate  and  rejected  by  the  House,  pro« 
ably  without  a  due  consideration  of  the  necessity  of  the  mea* 
sure.  Subsequent  events  must  have  satisfied  the  most  skeptical 
on  the  subject. 

Wd  therefore  report  the  following  bill  which  allows  prisoners 
the  advantage  of  all  error  which   there  may  be  reasonable 
'ffouud  to  believe  exists  in  the  record  of  their  conviction. 

W.  H.  BROOKENBROUGH,  Cbairmwi. 
C.  H.  DUPONT, 
GEORGE  WALKER. 
Which  was  read,  received,  and  copies  of  an  accompaayiag 
bill,  to  be  entitled  '*  an  Act  to  allow  writs  of  error  in  crimuml 
cases  only  upon  certain  conditions,**  ordered. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  the  Senate  the 
folbwing  message,  viz ; 

ExBcunvE  Departmbitt,       ) 
Tallahassee,  January  18,  1641.  { 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  of  the 

Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 
I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  claims  referred  to  in  the  mes« 
sage  of  the  11th  inst.,  and  called  for  by  a  Resolution  of  tlie 
Senate,  passed  14th  inst. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
Which  was  read,  and  with  accompanying  docuuments,  rcfcrr^ 
ed  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  12  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  January  19,  1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  yesterday's 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Livingston,  according  to  previous  notice  asked  and  oh- 
taioed  leave  to  introducoia  oil!  to  be  entitled  ''  an  Act  to  repeal 
the  third  and  eighth  sections  of  an  act  entitled  *  an  Act  to  author- 
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ise  the  Governor  of  Florida  to  raise  troops  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontier  and  for  other  purposes.'  ^  Approved  March  2, 1839* 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Dupoot  gives  notice  that  he  will  at  an  early  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  *'  ah  Act  in  addition  to 
the  election  laws." 

Mr.  English  moved  that  a  committee  of  two  members  of  the 
Senate  be  appointed  to  ascertain,  as  near  as  may  be  of  the 
Printer  elect  for  the  Senate,  the  probable  cost  of  the  priotine 
for  this  body  during  the  present  session,  which  prevailed,  and 
Messrs.  English  ana  McLean  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  made  the  foItoW" 
ii^  report: 

The  committee  on  claims  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  o^ 
James  Burosides  of  Jackson  county,  report  that  the  object  of 
the  petitioner  is  to  be  remunerated^ for  services  in  teaching  poor 
(}|iiidrea  out  of  a  fund  in  the  Treasury  of  Jackson  county,  raised 
under  an  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  1838. 

The  committee  regarding  this  fund  as  exclusively  under  the 
control  of  the  County  Court  of  said  county  of  Jackson,  forbear 
from  recommending  any  action  on  the  subject,  and  beg  to  be  dis- 
charged from  any  further  consideration  of  the  petition. 

(Signed)  GEO.  WALKER,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in« 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 

Ereamble  and  resolutions  before  adopted  by  the  Senate,  amended 
y  the  House. 

Whicli  was  read  and  ordered  for  to-d&y« 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Walker,  in  relation  to  the  time  of  meet- 
ing of  the  Senate,  was  again  read,  amended  by  substitutiag  eleven 
instead  of  twelve  o'clock,  and  adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  '*  an  Act  to  allow  writs  of  error  in  crim- 
uial  cases,  only  upon  certain  conditions,"  was  ordered  for  to- 
morrow. 

The  resolutions  in  relation  to  Lieut.  Col  Harney,  as  amend- 
ed bv  the  House,  were  again  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  te-morrow. 


WE0ifS8DAT,  January  20, 1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  a<^ournment  and  yesterday's  pro- 
ceedings were  read 

Mr.  Dupont  gvres  notice  that  be  will  on  sor^  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  Revenue  Laws  ot  the 
Territory. 
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Mr.  Livingston  accordini^  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  entiiled,  *'  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  town  of  Madison  Court  Houso."  Which  was  twice  read, 
the  rule  being  wjiived,  and  referred  lo  the  Commillee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  Pelot  offered  the  petition  of  Mr.  J.  A.  L.  Norman,  which 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  Commitlee  on  Schools  and  Colleges. 

Mr.  English  from  a  select  committee,  made  the  following  re- 
port, VIZ : 

The  select  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
infr  something  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  printing  for  the  Sen- 
ale,  have  had  an  interview  with  the  printer  elect,  and  respect- 
fully report  the  following  answer  of  the  printer,  on  the  subject, 
which  your  committee  deem  satisfactory. 

WM.  F.  ENGLISH, 
D.  G.  M'LEAN. 
To  the  "Chairman  of  the  Committee  ©f  the  Senate  appointed 

for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining^  the  probable  amount  of  print- 
ing of  that  body  for  the  present  year." 

Okntlemen  : — In  answer  to  your  enquiries  of  yesterday,  I  can 
etate,  that  having  been  elected  printer  to  the  Senate,  I  am  entire- 
ly willing  to  rest  the  matter  of  compensation  altogether  with 
that  body,  and  will  continue  to  do  the  work  at  such  prices  as  the 
Senate  may  establish.  Being  satisfied  that  they  will  be  disposed 
to  allow  a  reasonable  remuneration  for  labor,  and  I  want  noth- 
ing more. 

Not  knowing  as  yet  how  much  printing  the  Senate  may  or- 
der, I  am  not  ai  present  able  to  say  what  will  be  the  cost  of  print- 
ing for  the  whole  session.  But  taking  the  prices  of  1 839,  or 
the  average  of  the  prices  which  have  been  paid  for,  the  last  five 
years,  as  the  standard,  it  will  be  ^sy  after  the  work  has  been 
Ordered  and  executed,  to  audit  and  fix  its  value. 

1  would,  therefore,  propose  to  your  honorable  connmittee,  and 
through  you  to  the  Senate,  that  the  prices  paid  in  1839  be  con- 
sidered as  the  standard  by  which  the  work  of  the  present  ses- 
sion shall  be  charged. 

Respectfully  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  BARTLETT,  Ed.  Star. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  ah  act  to  repeal  the  3d  and  8th  sections  of 
an  act  entitled  ao  act  to  authorise  the  Governor  of  Florida  to 
raise  troops  for  the  defence 'of  tl>e  frontier,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, approved    2d  March,   1839,  was  again  read. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whple,  Mr.  McLican 
in  the  chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  allow  writs  of  error 
in  criminal  cases,  only  upon  certain  conditions ;  after  soioa  time 
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spoai.in  i^?  cor^si<i9n^tiqp,  the  coi;Timittae.  rose^  ^nd  ;cporl^4  Ujc 
bill  with  sDudry  umendmcnts,  which  was  r^ceiyad,  ,5^nd.?aid  Di)\. 
ordered  to  lie  engrossed  fcxr  tO:morrow,  ,'    ^  .,..-, 

The  Seaale .th^Oi  adjournqd  until  ta-nporrpw'.  ,',         .*...; 
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.  Xhe  Senate  o^ct  pursuant  ,fo  *fuJjour.nkn^u.t»,an4  y^erd^*s 
prpceeding5  wef^  jrqjad.  .,    ,.  j   ...      •!...    t  '.      , 

The  Senile  rcytjeiycd  from,  his  Ex/^elieiifiy  the  Qoy^inqr,  a.^ 
Bi^sage,' wWh  ipafl  laid  OAjtht  lahU  uptil  9^1Ied  for.    - 

Mr.  Dupont  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  asted  and  obtained-. 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  entitled,  an  aoi  to  aboH^h  thoTeitito- 
rial  Treasury,  and  pipv,i4in£^^ioj:  the  Uquidatipn  and  settlement 
of  all.  demands  due  to  and  fioon  iJk;  Territory,  and  Ibf  other  pw- 
pose3,  which  w^^  twjce  read  and  refcrri^d  to  the  Committee  on. 
Finance.  •  .    v  *  ,  . 

Mr.  English  presented  the  potilion  of  Mrsi.  Anne  S.  Perrina,» 
which  was  re^d  and;  preferred  to  the  Committed  on  the  State  of 
the  Territory,  ,. 

Mr.  Livingston  from  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  CoJl^s, 
made  the  following  report : 

Thecom  mittee;  toj  which  wa^  r^fejrred  the  petition  of  ).  A^  L. 
Norman,  praying  pecuniary  ;a^stance,;ask  leave  to  report : 

Tiiat  they  b^ve  h^d  the  some  under  consideration,  and  inas- 
much as  the  Territory  of  Florida  is  already  in  debt,|ipd  witb*^ 
opt  one  single  dollar,  inXhe  Si'p^asury,  ^nd  with  jqo  rneanji  of  rai- 
sing money,  except  by  taxation,  they  therefore  beg  to  ^be  rdieved . 
from  the  further  consideration  of  said  petition. 

Signed         MADISON  C.  LIVINGSTON,  Chairman. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  the  8d  and  8th  sections 
of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorise  the  Governor  of  Florida  to 
raise  troops  for  the  defence  of*the  frontier,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses, approved  2d  March,  1839,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pass- 
ed— ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  repeived  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
adop^d,  a  sutjstiJLi^te  for  the.  resolutions  before  adopted  by  the 
Seoate,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  officers  of  tliis  Territory 
bj  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Whigh  was  received 
and  adopjt^  by  the  Senate. 
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Alfo  at  passed  witnout  amendment,  an  act  bafoie  passed  by 
the  Sena^,  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  the  last  provision  of  the  5th 
seetien  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  ^tablish  a  board  of  Wardens 
and  Commissioners  of  Pilotage  for  the  port  of  Key  West. 

Also  as  adopted  without  amendment,  a  i^solution  before  pass- 
ad  by  the  Senate,  requiring  erf"  the  Governor  a  statement  of  the 
votes  polled  upon  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Walker  gives  notice  that  he  will  introduce  a  bill  to  amend 
the  several  acts  establishing  county  Courts. 

Mr.  English  gives  notice  that  be  will  at  a  future  time,  intro- 
duoe  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  sup)ementanr  to  an  act  entitled 
an  act  to  prevent  the  future  emigration  of  free  n^oes  or  mu- 
lattoes  totnis  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  DupoAt  gives  notice  that  he  will  at  a  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an  ^ 
entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  concerning  Dower. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  oi  Representatives  tbe 
ibtlowing  message,  viz : 
T0  the  Hanorabk 

the  President  of  the  Senate. 

The  House  of  Representatives  have  adopted  the  resolutions 
passed  in  the  Senate,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  Col.  Har- 
ney, and  also^an  additional  r^olution  to  which  they  ask  your 
concurrence.    By  order  of  the  House. 

PETER  W.  GAUTIER,  Jr. 
Speaker  House  of  Representatives. 

J^tma  H.  GiBSoif,  Cferk. 
.   January  21, 1841. 

Which  additional  resolutbn  was  received  by  the  Senate,  and 
said  resolutions  adopted  as  amended. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  certain  nominations 
of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

On  motion  the  doors  were  opened,  and  the  Senate  then  adr 
ourned  until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  22,  I84f . 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  aeyournment  and  yesterday^ 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Dupont  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  afdced  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  re|ieal  an  act  entitled 
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aft  9Ci  to  njBowii  m  mt  eMwenuog  Dower^  Whidi  wat  placed 
among  the  orders  oi  to-day. 

Mr.  McLean  gives  noUce  that  be  will  on  some  future  day  asl( 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  te  amend  an  act 
concerning  roadsy  highways,  and  ferries. 

Mr.  Pdot  gifes  notice  that  at  seme  futore  day  he  will  intro- 
duce a  bill  te  amend  the  sixth  sectieo  of  an  act  entitledaa  aM 
reiatii^  to  crimes  and  misdaoeanors. 

A  bill,  to  be  entitledt  an  act  to  repeal  an  tot  entitled  an  act  to 
Miiend  an  act  concerning  Dower,  was  read. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  ^ntil  Monday. 


MoNMT,  January  25^  1841. 

Hie  Seoale  met  pursuant  to  adyoumment  and  Friday's  pro- 
<teedifig^8  were  read.  ^  » 

Mr.  Walker  agreeable  to  previous  notice  asked  and  obtuneil 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  a  court 
tot  the  trial  of  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  committed  by  riaiPea 
4x  freej)ersontof  coloUr.  Which  wa^  read  twioe^  the  ruiebe* 
ing  waived,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Dupcmt  gives  notne  that  be  will,  at  an  early  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  prevent  DueU 

ling; 

Th3  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Grovemor  the 
following  message,  viz : 

BxxcirftvB  Dbpaetmkiit,  < 
Tallahassee,  Jan.  Mth,  1841. 
Te  ihe  Hmior€bh  the  Senate 

ef  the  Legulatit)e  Coumcilrf  ftorida. 
I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  statement  of  the  condition  of 
l)ie  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  just  received 
fromGeorae  Fidd,.£sq.  the  President  of  that  Institution. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Whfeh  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table,  and  with  accompany* 
mgdocuments  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Mr.  Wdker  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  made  the  fellow* 
itig  report: 

The  Committee  to  whom  wss  yefercd  so  much  of  the  Govern- 
or's Message  s(a  relates  to  claims  i^ailMt  tlie  Territorial  Go- 
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vemmtefit  toi^  iiiilVtary  ^crvifcoB 'b'  l83g,'&fe'!b;(Ve  i^c^si^fectftiltj^ 
to  report  in  part :  that  they  have,  hud;  utidcr  'don'i?klefa!tion  the 
daims  of  the 'Regiment'  'liiiider  *C(!)lj'  '^rovfri/anti  thfe  BatnTion 
under  Afajor' Isaac  Garri^'on,  for  military  servio'^'< j'n  iJid  year 
1838,  under  authority,  of  the  ^crrtfbry/"  '/  .  '  . '  .".■  '  ,/- 
"  It  hppe'ar^  froth  tlie '(ioctlnricnts 'and  olhcrsoiirces  of  inf^^rmfv- 
lion  soughtby  your  boih'mittce, 'th^t  In  the  spring  of  ^838,  the 
frontier  cquntjes- of  Hamilton',  Columbia'  an(iA(a<^)iiia,  were  .left 
almost  5fefenceless  'fey  the 'tJnitcd  States' trobps. ''  The  Indians 
were  overruning  the'  Settfc'niepts' wjlhotitchcfclc,'  knA  cdds$acre 
and  plunder  were  of  diilly  y^curre'tidel'  ''The  ihhabftahts'Vcduced  , 
to  a  state  of  desperation,  were  bcgining  to  agitate  the  propriety 
of  a  general  abandonment  of  their  settlements,  and  such  your 
committee  believe  would  have  been  the  disastrous  result,  but 
for  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and.,  endure  nee  that  animated  the 
mass  of  the  population  of  that  region.  The  committee  find  in 
the  corroborating  testimony  of  all  they  have  conversed  with, 
who  were  cognizant  of  the  condition  of  the  country  at  that 
time,  a  full  support  for  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Co- 
lumbia, Alachija  andHHfeborough,  referred  to  them  by  this  body, 
that  thct  trialk  endUtiod  by  the  :^ontier  ]^ople  in  the*  spring  and 
summer  of  1738,  have  been  almost  without  panaHcUn  the*  pro- 
gress bf- this  calamitous  war,  ihe  brutit  of  which  it  Has  fallen 
to  the  lot  of  our  Eastern  brethren  to  snstaitiv  Uhder  thidsecir* 
eomsrtances  it  appears  that  the  local  militia 'WX»s(cdHed  out  fot 
doffenbei  Onlheil^lh  Maroh  Col;  Robc^Bi\)wn  despatchad 
to  Gov/Oalf  infdroiattoYi  tDf  the  stdte  ofthe  couhivy,:  and*  of  the 
dbcessjty.  of  immediate  and  pertnatient  protedtiolii;  jn^fepIV  to 
WhidH  Gov.  Call,  under  date  of  26th  March,  1838,  writes  a» 
follows:  » 

i<*I'shaU' irnmcdiately  sen3  ah  express  to  CJen.  Jessup^  and 
request  him  to  detach  a  force  for  the  defence  of  your  se^ion  of 
couatry;  but  in  the  m^an  ticiie  you  will  order  Capt.  Cason's 
corrtpany  Intbsortrice,'  aod  such  other  forces  as  you  may  deem 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the -inhabitants  of  yckir  c6»rtty, 
unless  Gen.  Jessup  should  send  other  troops.  Tboie-which  you 
laay^  raise- will  be.  continued  in  sel-vice  either  under:  th«-aQth6r- 
ity  of  the  United  Stales?  or  oH  the  Tciwtonpy"      :    .  .    .« 

And  again  under  date  of  April  Idth;  t»ho  Qotv^ennor twites 4o 
the  feiiiieofficei'^  wholiiid'b^en  to.^ec  Gen.  Eustis  for  the  pur- 
pose, of  .98ering  his  force  to  tl^c  United  -States ;  ; ^ 
'  *^  I  hope  your  interview  with  Qqn.Eyi^tis  has  beai  producjiye. 
of^rpore  beneficial  results  flian  yuj)  anticifjated>  ;]nd  tbat,he;l;ias 
corisehtcd  to  receive  into  the  service  of  ihb  United  States  p.^ 
sufficient  volunteer  force  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier,     ff/ 
hofwcyeY,.fi'e' still  refuses  fo  do  so,ot)  the 'receipt  cif  thi&j  anfiyow 
find'tlie  sctilcments  in  danger, 'ydu  \>^{ll  immcdifildy  orgrinizfe 
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soch  a  force  as  you  may  deom  ri^ftfcS^ry  (or  fht  tlelenirc  of  the 
inhabitant^;  you  wilf  assign  to  Bhh  company  a  'sWlable  posr-* 
tion,  so  as  to  covci*  the  ujhole,  Trh^  of  youi^  fronlierand  keep  the 
troops  constantly  and'  actively  empl6yed.jti  driving  baclc  the? 
enemy.  r      .    .     . 

•*  And  in  defending  the  settlements  in  (he  exercise  of  the  au- 
thority with,  which  you  are  hereby  invested,  you  will  use  a  souikI 
discretion,  arid  caJI  out  no  larger  force  than  in  your  Juclgement 
will  be  ab'soKtely  necessary  for  defensiye  bperatoins. .  Shoulc^ 
the  troops  thus  orgajilsed  arjcf  ordered  out;  hot  bb'receivedirttd 
the  service  of  thfe  United  States,  they  w'ill  be  recognised  in  (he 
service  of  the  Territory,  and  I  will  endeavor  lb  hdvetltempaid 
as  soon  as  fumds  can  be  procoied  lor  that  purpose  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  Legislative  Council.  With  regard  to  forage  and  sub- 
sistence, it  is  Impossible  for  me  lo  provide  efiher.** 

Acting  under  the  order  of'  the  Gov<irnor,  Col.  Brown  ordered 
all  hTs  available  force  into  the  fiejd,  and  tendered  them  to  the 
United  States  withoiit  -sucpess.  'These  troopi' continues  tiride* 
order  until  the '2^d  Jtily,  when  they  w6re  dlshranded-by  GoH 
Brown;  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  Gov.  Call  as  contained 
In  a  letter  to  Major  Garrison  of'  23d  Jane,  a  copy  of  which  wai 
sent  to  him  ;  and  under  date  of  23d  July,  Col.  Brown  thos  ad-^ 
dreSses  the  Gdvernor : 

•*  With  regard  to  a  report  of  the  troops  in  the  Teriterial  ser- 
vice, I  kept  deferjng  it,  thinking  I  would  cpme  on  and  see  yoii 
first,  but  was  prevented  by  the  frecjuunt  assaults  of  the  enemy. 
^oweve^,  a  correct  report,  I  believe,  accompanies  this  letter*. 
As(  regards  the  time,  I  sav^  np  law  f6r  taking  them  for  a  less  term 
fhi^n  loor  months,  unless  sooner  discharged.  They  were-em 
rolled*  for  that  time,  but  some  companies  fall  bhort  '6f  iL  I  deem 
it  entirely  unnecessary  to  say,  that  Iheirservices  were  valuable 
and  iibuld  not  be  dispcnseti  with  ;  but  I  refer  your Ext^ellency  to 
the  extent  of  frontier,  the  United  States  forced  on  that  Irorttieti 
and  OUT  resources^for  support,  and  I  know  that  your  Excfeitency 
Win  be  bound  lo  say  that  we  deserve  well  if  we  never  are  ^ptMl 
The  most  of  these  men  have  been  in  the  United  States  serVfce 
the  two  past  summers,  and  laj^^uto  you  that  they  will  all  concur 
trfth  me  in  saying,  that  the^e^as  been' more  calls  and  greater 
calls  this  summer  ihan  ever  btif^,  and  that  their  duty  has  bectt 
more  arduous.  I  thei^efoVo  hdWpjV^''  E^tccHency  wilt  beabte 
shortly  tocbntract  a  loan  that^i'l  'i^lieve  them  in  sbrile  degree 
from  their  preseht'distressl*' V*^'    '  .  >1   v  -        \ 

'  Under  srmilar  circumstd^^W  to  liiost*  heretofore  feferred  toi 
a'Batalidn'of  the  Militta  ihAlachdu  county;  undei^Mtij(>r  lsaa<S 
Garrison  took  the  field.  '  tJiider  dates  of  the  fth  and  llth  'Ajiri({ 
18i38,  Major  Garrison  informs  the  Governor  of  the  si\ift«mh  of 
the  coiuTitry,  and  states  as  follows :  .      •    ■  t 
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"  I  have  been  under  the  ifwfcqssily  of  calling  on  the  different 

"Captains  for  aid  in  putting  down  these  hostilities  if  possible; 

and  I  must  respectfully  solicit  your  Erceillency*s  advice  upon 

the  subject,  as  my  orders  will  not  be  obeyed  long  without  youc 

approving  the  same.** 

Under  date  of  the  15th  April,  the  Governor  authorises  him 
in  case  Creneral  Eustis  should  refuse  to  receive^  into  service  a 
9ufficicat  vdluntear  force  to  co-operate  with  tlie  regular  troops  in 
defending  the  country,  and  driving  back  the  enemy,  ^  to  oimur 
ise  such  a  force  from  his  battalion,  under  the  autnority  of^the 
Territory,  as  will  give  security  to  the  frontier  of  Alachua." 

Under  date  of  the  8th  April,  Col.  Brown,  who  was  at  New- 
Vtansvillc  on  his  way  to  see  General  Eustis,  writes  to  the  Go- 
nernor, "  I  have  beea  on  my  way  to  see  General  Eusti*  who  i;^ 
charged  with  the  protection  of  this  frontier,  and  am  sorry  to  in- 
form you  of  the  dreadful  excitement  that  prevails  here.  There 
appears  to  be  considerable  of  Indian  signs  in  the  neighborhood^ 
aod  the  families  have  all  nearly  got  safely  into  this  place  ;  they 
.are  in  a  great  state  of  confusion.  Greneral  Eustis  has  refused 
to  receive  them  into  the  Government  service  they  say,  and  t^ 
*  enrol  without  the  hope  of  pay  or  rations,  in  their  present  con* 
dition,  seems  impossible.  In  order  to  hold  them  together,  I  have, 
assured  them  of  your  power  and  ability  to  give  them  protection, 
and  have  advised  Major  Garrison  to  order  out  his  wnole  avail- 
able force." 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  Governor  Call,  the  batfalioa 
ordered  into  service  continued  upon  duty  and  rendered  active 
and  efficient  service.  The  letter  of  General  Eustis  addressed 
.  to  a  committee  of  the  citizens  of  Newnansville,  as  well  as  hj| 
l^ttr  to  Major  Garrison  are  hereto  annexed ;  shewing  clearly 
that  the  country  was  in  fact  without  protection^  there  oeii^  no 
mounted  force  whatever  on  the  frontier  up  to  the  date  oTbic 
kj^ter.  The  two  companies  of  Dragoons  spoken  of  by  him  as 
likely  to  arrive  for  the  purpose  of  "  scouring  the  hammocks,'* 
oould  afibid  but  Jitile  relief  upon  so  extensive  a  frontier,  and 
with  such  an  enemy.  Upon  the  receipt  of  Gov.  Call's  order 
of  23d  June,  it  appears  that  Major  Garrison,  upon  consideration 
of  the  continued  want  of  defenqe,  and  the  impossibility  of  com^ 
municating  with  G^n.  Taylor^jf^nd  after  consultatiod  with  the 
Doost  discreet  citizens  of  the  comply,  determined  to  postpone  hi^ 
execution  of  the  order  to  disbofld,  and  comunicated  his  course 
to  Gov.  Call  by  letter,  dated  July  6th,  1838,  a  copv  of  which 
is  hereto  annexed.  In  this  letter  it  .^111  be  seen  that  Major  Grar- 
rison  informs  the  Governor  that  under  the  circumstances^  "  he 
feels  compelled  to  keep  the  Battalion  in  service  of  the  Territory 
till  further  ordered."  No  further  order  for  the  discharge  oftho 
troops  having  been  given  by  the  Grovernorj  they  were  coptiqu^d 
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in  service  till  ttie  10t|i  of  September,  when  the  pr^ure  of  tho 
nece^ily  ceased. 

In  the  Annoal  Message  of  the«£xecutive,  delivered  to  the 
legislative  Council  at  its  next  session,  (1839,)  the  sobjeet  of 
fbe  services  rendered  by  these  troops  is  presented  to  its  coo* 
sideration.  It  Will  be  seen  that  the  Governor  states  that  "  it 
became  necessary  to  invest  the  ofHcer  in  command  with  dis- 
cretionary power,  in  relation  to  the  number  of  troops  to  be  em - 
ployd  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tranquility,  and  \o  insure  the 
safety  of  those  who  were  exposed  to  danger.**  The  only  point 
refered  by  him  to  the  Legislature,  was  as  respected  the  neces** 
sity  for  the  number  of  men  ordered  out. 

The  committee  have  taken  pains  to  possess  themselves  of  all 
the  information  necessary  to  satisfy  their  minds  upon  this  point, 
and  they  concur  m  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  those 
counties,  that  the  force  called  out  by  Col.  Brown  and  Major 
Garrason,  from  their  respective  commands,  was  by  no  means 
more  than  the  exigency  required,  and  that  the  discretion  confi- 
ded to  them  was  discreetly  and  properly  exercised.  Witit  res* 
pcct  to  the  service  pirformed  by  these  troops,  the  committee 
^bave  examified  with  scrutiny,  and  are  satisfied  that  they  were  of 
"essential  aid  and  benefit  to  the  country,  and  thajt  both  the  corps 
referred  to,  have  entitled  themselves  not  only  to  the  remunera- 
tion guaranteed  by  the  Territory,  but  to  the  thanks  of  the 
country. 

The  committee  capnot  but  express  surprise  at  the  delay  which 
has  attended  the  liquidation  of  these  claims.  Having  been  call- 
ed into  service  and  continued  upon  duty  by  officers  authorised 
to  do  so,  under  circumstances  of  great  sacrifice  to  themselves. — 
The  men  composing  these  troops  should  not  have  beea  thus  kxig 
postponed  of  their  rights  by  any  question  as  to  the  manaer  in 
which  their  commandmg  officers  had  exercised  a  discretio9  le* 
gitimately  confided  to  them.  It  was  enough  that  tlie  commaHt* 
ers  of  their  respective  r^^iments  were  ainborised  to  call  them 
into  the  field  in  the  Territorial  service,  and  that  tfiejr  obeyed 
imd  performed  their  duty  faithfully  and  creditably. 

The  committee  after  doe  and  full  examination  of  the  sobjeetit 
concur  in  the  judgment  that  the  regiment  of  Col.  9rowa  por« 
formed  duty,  and  are  entitled  to  pay  for  thre^  months  and  six* 
teen  days.  And  that  the  battallion  of  Major  Garrason  perform** 
ed  duty,  and  are  entitled  to  pay  for  six  months,  and  that  both 
sud  corps  vr&re  Intimately  in  the  service  of  the  Teiritory» 
providii^  their  own  forage,  subsistence,  arms  and  ammunition^ 
and  did  not  oomprise  a  greater  foffce  than  the  extent  and  condi* 
tioa  of  the  firoatier  pevemptoriiy  demanded. 

The  committee  have  appended  hereto,  certain  certificates  in 
reference  to  the  UtUlioii  of  Major  Oarrascmi  wbkk  will  servo 
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IQ  exphin  the. reason  of  fhe  longer  aontinfjmacc  of  1m*s  baUjuu>u, 
in  the  service  of  the  Territory,  than  the  forccsi^  uader^Cofanel,' 
Bit)vvn.  J.  '   '.  .       '     -     -  ^      «.  '    '     1.        '.   . 

•  They  report  the  following  resolutions  upon  ibe  subject. irefcr-j 
Ys^d  to  them,  and  recomrpcnd  their  earl j  pas^ge  b^  theLcgIs-, 
Ijture.    ;  :.        ,        .  .  ' 

.  Re^oloeck  That  the  Governor  be,  an  J  he  is  hereby  authorised  * 
and   requested   to  settle  under  the  act   for  the   relief  of    the\ 
Florida  troops^  during  th(?  Indiart  war,  approved  February  lO,. 
163^9  the  claims  of  the  regiment  commanded  by   Col.  Robert 
Brown,  for  iniliiury  services,  in  1838,  for  a  terra  of  three  months 
and  sixteen  days. '  ^,,         , 

\  J{08ol(ied further^  That  the  Governor  be,  and  lie  is  hereby  iiu- 
tjjorised  and  requested  to  settle  in  like  manner,  the  claims  of  the 
bfttlaliQnof  Major  Isa^c  Gjirrison,  for  Kke.  services,  for  a  tjmQof 
mx  nt6nlh9»  .    . 

Resolved  further^  That  tlic  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au-j 
tborised  and  r<?qucslcd  to  a|low  to  each  officer  and  ma^q,  such 
sum  for  the  toiag^  and  sqbsistence,  pi*oyidcxl  by  himself,  accord- 
ing to  the  prices  current  at  the  lime,  for  such  articles,  as  may  bc^ 
respectively. due  them.  ., 

HesolvedfuHheri  That  immediately  upon  roatfing  sqch  settle- • 
roent,  the  Governor, be  requested  toa^pply  to  t)ie  proper,  authori- 
ties ait  Waghin^tpp,  (or  the  reimburs^eni  of  the  amount  to  the. 
Territory  of  Florida.  '    .    , 

'         .    .  GEa  \VALKER,  Chairn^ao. 

.      .        -  ....  J.G.'COOPEH,  :  . 

JOHNC.  PELOT- 
WM.  F.  ENGLISH, 
'  Which  was  read,  and  with  the  accompianyiDg  documents  ofry 
dcredtobeprJttted.  .  ,.       , 

-  Mr.  Brockefibtxnigh,  from  the  .Committee  on  the  Judipia^-y,' 
reported  a  bill  \x^  be  entitled,  .an  act .  to  incorporate  the  town  o£ 
Madlsdn  Court  House,  atnfended,.  which  report  wsjs  received, 
and  shW  bill  drd^^rbd.  for  to-day.       '  .;;   ,::   i         • .  ,   .    .^ 

A  bill  to  bo^nlitledj^an  act  to  repeal  Qnacl-eHititl^jdan  act  tot 
atnendan  act,  conciftrning  Dower,  was  read  a.^coad.  tinpe^and  re- 
fbrred^to  the  Oonimittoe  on.thc  Judiciar^*^.* 
■-  An  engrossed  bill,  entitled,  an  act  to  allQW  writ?  jcrf  Qrror,  14 
cHminal cases,only  upon  certain conditionShjVfA? #ftain l^tken^upj 
tt  committee  of  the  whi>lei  Mr.  M^Lia^ti  jp  tl\^, <jh?>ir.  .After 
sometimo'  spent  in  its  considerfltibn,  the.^iOilftDQtitt^  rp$e  an^l.rp- 
portedasa  substitute  for  said  bilha  bill  to  b^.^titled  an^iot  to 
tepeal  all  acts  alloWing  wjrits  of  qiroF^  qr  appeals  in  .cripii»al: 
cases  ;  which  report  was  concan^d  ioVimd  s^id  bill  orflerpdL  tO| 
be  engrossed  for  to*4iay,       •;      '  >       -    ..  i 

^  A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to.  incarp  wftlp  the  tpw4^:  of  .MaaU-* 
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son  Coart  House,  was  again  read  and  ordered  to  be  engronmd 
for  lo^morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  eotitledt  an  act  to  repeal  all  acts  allowing  ^rits  of 
error  or  appeals  in  criminal  cases,  was  read  a  third  Ume,  aad 
passed— ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 
.   The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  UMnorrow* 


TuBSDAY,  January  SMI,  1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and  yesterday's 
proceedings  were  read.  , 

Mr.  Dural  gave  notice  that  he  will  introduce  a  bill»  at  a% 
*early  day,  to  suppress  affrays,  riots  and  breaches  of  the  peace. 

Mr.  relot  from  ttve  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  as 
correctly  enrolled,  tin  act  to  repeal  the  last  provision  of  the  liftK 
flection  of  an  net  entitled  an  act  to  establish  a  board  of  Wardens 
and  Commissioners  of  pilotage  for  the  port  of  Key  West. 

An  engrossed  bil!  to  be  entitled,  '*an  act  to  incorporate  the 
town  of  Madison  Court  House,**  was  read  a  third  time  and  past* 
ed — ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Wbd^sdat  January  27, 1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  yesterday's 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Duval  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he  would  introduce 
a  billy  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  concerning  execu- 
tions, and  also  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  concerning  the  publi- 
cation of  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals. 

Mr.  Duval  gave  notice  thiTt  he  wilf  introduce  a  bill  at  some 
early  day  to  suppress  affrays,  riots  and  breaches  of  the  peace. 

6 
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Mr.  Walker,  from  the  Committee  on  Qaimd,  oflfered  the  felfow- 
ioereport,  viz : 

The  Committee  on  Claims  to  whorh  was  referrdd  sd  mneh  of 
the  Gotr^mor's  niessage,  as  relates  to  thd  sbbjei^t  of  losses  oc- 
casioned by  Indian  hostilities,  beg  feaVe  to  tepott : 

That  with  a  view  of  forwarding  the  final  adjustment  of  these 
claims  upon  the  General  Government,  by  ascertaining  the  pre- 
cise amount  of  such  losses,  as  well  as  to  perpetuate  the  testi- 
mony touching  them,  they  have  prepared  and  herewith  pre- 
sent a  bill,  the  passage  of  which,  is  respectfully  recommended. 

GEO.  WALKER,  Chairman. 

Said  bill,  entitled,  "  an  act  concerning  Indian  depredations, 
«nd  for  other  purposes,'^  was  read,  and  50  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  Resolutions  authorisiiu;  the  Governor  to  settle  certain 
claims  for  services  during  the  Indian  war,  were  read  and  ordered 
fcr  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
Allowing  message : 

[To  be  inserted  no  61.] 
•  Which  was  read  and  with  the  accompanying  document  or- 
dered to  be  copied. 

Also  the  following :      . 

&XBCI^TiyB  DsPAltTMEifT,  } 

Tallahassee,  26  January,  1841.      )  , 
7^  the  Honorable  the  Senate 

of  the  liegtslative  Council  of  Florida. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Pub- 
lic Accounts,  for  the  year  1840 

The  Auditor  has  been  recentiv  appointed  to  office,  and  labors 
under  much  disadvantage  in  making  his  report,  in  consequence 
of  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer,  which  is  occasioned  by  a  fam- 
ily affliction. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read  and  with  the  accompanying  documents  or- 
dered to  be  primed. 

The  Sciiaie  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
adopted,a  resolution  requiring  the  Auditor  to  settle  certain  claims 
df  Alfred  A.  Pishet.  Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Coin- 
CHJttce  on  Claims. 

Th6  Sd!ia:e  llien  ji(ij(^r.rnod  liniil  lo-merro\v.  . 
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TuuESDAY,  January  28, 1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and  yesterday's 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Duval  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  oe  entitled,  ^  an  act  concerning  the 
publication  or  the  decission  of  the  Court  of  Appeals." 

Also  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  con* 
ceming  Executions,  which  were  twice  read,  the  rule  Seing 
waived,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarv. 

Mr.  Walker  oflfered  sundry  resolutions  for  the  relielf*  of  Mrs. 
Amanda  M.  Dade ;  which  were  twice  read,  the  rule  being  waiv- 
ed and  unanimously!;adopted. 

The  same  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  made  the  following 
report: 

The  Committee  on  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  documents  touching 
the  claims  of  A.  A.  Fisher,  recommend  the  adoption  of  said  res- 
olution« 

GEO.  WAI.KER,  Chairman. 

Said  resolution  was  again  read  and  adopted. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Living- 
atooin  the  chair,  upon  sundry  resolutions  for  the  payment  of  the 
troops  commanded  by  Col.  Hobert  Brown  and  Major  Isaac  Gar- 
rison*  After  some  time  spent  in  their  consideration,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  said  resolutions  amended — which  report. 
was  concurred  in,  and  said  resolutions  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  to-day. 

'  The  Senate  received  Irom  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
fbllowii^  message,  viz : 

ExECimVB   DsPARTMKlfT,  ) 

Tallahassee,  Januarv  27,  1841.      ) 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida. 
I  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  have  approved  the  •*  act  to 
repeal  the  last  provision  of  the  fifth  section  of  an  "  act  entitled 

?s  act  to  establish  a  board  of  Wardens  and  Commissioners  of 
notage  for  the  port  of  Key  West.** 

ROBERT  R.  REID.    ^ 
The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  certain  nominatipns 
of  bis  ExQelkrpcy  th^  Governor. 

The  resolutions  authorising  the  Governor  to  pay  the  troops 
oommaaded  by  Col.  Robert  Brown  and  Major  Isaac  Garrison, 
were  agais^  read  and  unanimously  adopted. 
*The  Sen[^te  then  a^jotirnQd  until  to-morrow. 
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Friday,  January  89, 184U 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and  yesterday'* 
propeedinga  were  read. 

Mr.  Duval  gave  notice  tliat  he  would  introduce  a  bill  at  some 
early  day,  to  prevent  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  more  eflfcclually 
to  preserve  order.  ^ 

Mr.  English  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Be  it  Kesolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives^ 
That  lH>th  houses  do  adjourn  sine  die  on  Friday  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

Which  was  rcfad  4nd  ordered  for  to-4ay. 

Mr.  Livingston  offered  sundry  resolutions  appointing  a  joiiit 
•ommittee  to  enquire  whether  the  contract  entered  into  by  Jas. 
D.  Westcott,  Jr.  and  John  P.  Booth  for  the  compilation  and  pub- 
lishing of  the  Laws  of  Florida  from  1832  to  ,1834,  has  beea 
complied  with  or  not. 

Said  resolution  was  twice  read,  the  rule  being  waived,  and 
adopted. 

Mr.  English  offered  ihb  following  resolution  and  prearpble : 

Whereasi  under  the  law  of  this  Territory  ten  per  cent  on  th# 
actual  receipt  of  all  sales  sit  public  auction  is  reserved  for  school 
purposes,  and  whereas  the  auctioneers  appointed  in  the  countiet 
of  Afonroe  and  Dade  liave  paid  over  the  same  ten  per  cent,  set 
apart  for  the  use  of  the  schools  of  said  counties,  into  the  Terri- 
torial Treasury. 

Be  it  therefore  Resoltoedhy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre^ 
untatives^  'f ^at  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  ta 
pay  over  to  the  Judges  of  the  cou  ity  courts  of  Monroe  and  Dad*, 
counties,  ten  per  cent  of  all  the  money  received  into  the  Treasu- 
ry ffXKn  sales  at  auction  since  The  passage  of  the  law  authoruh 
iof  the  same. 

Be  tt further  Reeo^vei,  That  the  several  auctineers  in  tli« 
said  counties,  pay  over  to  the  Judges  of  the  County  Courts,  tea 
per  cent  on  the  receipt  of  all  monies  arising  from  auction 
tales,  and  the  receiptor  the  Judges  of  said  County  Courts  shaU 
be  received  by  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of  the  Territory*  a^ 
•o  much  money  paid  by  the  said  auctioneer  or  auctioneers. 

Which  was  read.  , 

The  resolution  of  the  same  in  relation  to  adjournment  w^ire 
again  read  and  adopted. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatfves,  at 
adopted  without  amendment,  the  resolutions  before  passed  bf 
the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Amanda  M.  Dade* 

Als9  an  act  to  i'tcor|)orate  the  town  of  Madisoii  Court  Houses 
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Also  m  pt«ed»  wjlh.dmmrfjnanfe,  ''an  ael  to  repeat  tlie 
^)  third  and  (dih)  ei^hlh  section^  of  an  act  omitled  aa  act  to 
authorise  the  Gvoveroor  of  Florida  to  raise  troops  for  the  defeacc 
of  the  frontier  and  ibr  other  purpo^s/'  approved  2d  March* 
1880.     Which  was  r^rred  to  die  Cosoinittee  on  the  Militia. 

Also  as  passed^  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  l4iUbef 
Taylor  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Jiiscamhia  liiver  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ihe  State  of  Territory*  . 

Aisoa  bilUentiiiedy  an  itct  to  ineorporaie<the  Methodist  iSpis^ 
copal  Church  in  tiiecHy  of  Talijahassee ;  which  Wi3  rp«4. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  uoltl  tomorrow. 


Satobdait,  January  M«  1^41. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  yesterday's 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Walker  gives  notice,  that  he  will  introduce  a  bill  to  in* 
crease  the  number  of  Senators* 

Afr.  Ddpont,  agreeable  io  previous  nottce,  asked  and  obtaiaed 
leave  to  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  in  r^laticMi  l# 
pobBcelecitioiis. 

Whid)  was  omieFod  fi>r  to-da^ . 

Mr.  WaHten  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiobry^  made  the 
fottoWing  f  report : 

The  Judiciary  Gommittbe,  to  whom  was  referj^  a  btli  pro* 
vidihg  for  the  appointment  and  compensation  of  a  Reporter  of. 
the  decisions  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  report,  Ibatthey  fogsrd 
the  subject  as  highly  important,  yet  when  they  consider  Ahe 
present  poverty  of  the  Treasury,  the  large  demaoda  oew  ex- 
isting agaantit,  and  the  pressuie  of  the  tkaes,  they -feel  the<n« 
nlveafortijd'froro  devising  the  passage  of  any  a^  whieh  would 
crositeLacUlitional  demands  upon  the  eommoni'ty. 

(Signed)  GEO.  WALKJB&    . 

Whioh  was  read  and  ordered  for  for  to^y. 
-^    The  same  from  the  same  oommittee  reported  uniavorably  tw 
a  Ull  entitied  an  act  to  anieBd  the  several  «ots  coneeraiog  exe- 
cutions.   Said  bill  was  ordered  for  to-dav* 

Mr.  Dupont  ftom  tim  Committee  on  Claims,  made  the  fellow- 
ing  report:  j 

Vh^  Ceaimittee  on  the  State  ef  ih^  Territory,  to  whofla  was 
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referred  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Ann  F.  Perrioe^  f widow  of  the 
late  lamented  Doct.  Henry  Perrine,)  asking  of  the  Legtsktive* 
Conncil,  **  to  pass  a  law  aathoritinff  and  appointing  her  a  tnistee 
and  manager  (of  vhe  Tropical  Plant  Company  of  Florida,)  in 
the  place  of  her  deceased  husband  ;  giving  her  the  power  and 
itutliority  he  would  have  possessed,  had  he  been  now  iiring  ;*' 
having  had  the  same*under  consideration,  beg  leave,  respect- 
fuljv,  to  report, 

That  they  have  referred  to  the  act,  incorporating  the  slud 
company,  and  after  an  attentive  examination  of  its  provisions, 
have  unanimously  arrived  at  the  ooadusien,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  memorialist  cannot  be  granted  without  danger  of  interfering 
with  the  chartered  privileges  of  such  stockholders,  as  may  have 
acquired  vested  ngnts,  under  the  act  of  incorporation,  fiy  ref- 
erence to  the  tenth  section  of  said  act,iit  will  be  seen,  that  ample 
provisi«xi  is  made  for  supplying  any  vacancy  that  might  occur 
in  the  Board  of  Trustees ;  thereby  providing  against  the  disso- 
lution of  the  corporation. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  and  the  committee  b^ 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  me^ 
mocial. 

C.  H.  DUPOi>fT,  Chairman. 

D.  G.  M*LEAN. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Pelot,  from  the  Committee  on  Militia,  made  following 
report: 

The  Committee  on  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amend-, 
ment  made  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  an  aot  to  repeal 
the  dd  and  Sth  section  of  an  act  to  authorise  the  Governor  of 
Florida,  to  raise  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and  Car 
other  purposes^  approved,  M  ilfareh,  1839 ;  do  report  favorably 
of  SQch  amendment ; 

Which  was  ordered  for  to-day. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Methodist 
Eptsoopal  Church,  in  the  City  of  Tallahassee ; 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  of  Mr.  English,  in  relation  to 
the  school  funds  of  Munroe  and  Dade  coanties;  was  refiNrred 
to  Ae  committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  in  relation  to  poblb  elections, 
was  read,  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  concerning  the  pnblidation  of  the 
decisions  of  the  Court  of  Appeals. 

Also  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  con- 
cerning executions,  were  ordered  for  Monday. 
•  The  report  of  llie  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory, 
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on  the  Riemorbt  of  Mrt.  Ann  F.  Pisrrine,  was  «*);;nin  read  and 
6oncurred  in. 

The  report  of  th«  Coimnittee  an  Militia  in  relation  to  a  bill 
to  be  entitled*  an  act  to  repeal  the  8d  and  8th  sections  of  an  act 
entitled  an  act  to  authorise  the  Governor  of  Florida  to  raise 
troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and  for  other  purposes, 
approTod  2d  March,  1889,  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  said  bill 
Ordemd  to  be  engresped. 

The  Senate  receired  trom  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  metaage: 

Exxctmvx  DsFARTiimT,     ) 
TallaiMssee,  January  29, 1841.  i 
To  the  LcgisUaive  Council  of  Fhriia  : 

The  absence  of  the  Tereasurer  of  the  Territory  having  been 
longer  than  was  anticipated  by  that  officer  and  myself,  at  the 
time  of  his  departure  for  New  Orleans,  I  submit  for  the  inibrnna- 
tioo  of  the  Legislative  Council,  a  report  made  to  me  in  Decem- 
ber last,  at  my  special  request. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read,  grdered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Dupont  oflefred  the  following  resolution : 

Re9ohedt  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  coni- 
monicated  to  the  Senate  forthwith,  a  report  from  the  Treasury 
Department  showing  what  arrearages  are  now  due  to  the  Ter- 
ritorial Treasury,  from  whom  due  and  what  steps  have  been 
taken  to  collect  the  same,  under  the  provisions  of  the  several 
laws  passed  to  enforce  the  collection  thereof. 

Which  was  twice  read,  the  rule  being  waived,  and  adopted. 

The  message  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  inclosing  tlie 
presentments  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Duval  county,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Slate  of  the  Territory. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  certain  iiominations  of 
iiis  Excellency  the  Grovemor ;  on  motion  the  doors  were  opened 
and  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday. 


llbjroAT,  February  1,  1841, 
Tbe  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjoornment   and  Saturday's 

]irooeedin^  were  read. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  snact  concern* 

ing  Indian  depredations  and  for  otfmr  purpotes,  tras.  taken  from 

the  table  atid  ordered  for  to>day. 
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Mr«,I>uvaI  agreeable  to  previous' notice^  askted  and  obtoin€4 

leave  to  introduce  a  bill  la  l)e  entitled  an  act  to  prevofti  breach* 
es  of  the  peace  and  more efiectually^to  preserve  order,  wiiioii  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referrod 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Pelot  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  -made  the  fol- 
lowing report :  '•    ^ 

The  Committee  on  Enrollments  be^  leave  to  repf>rt,  that  tht^v 
have  found  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Madison  Court 
House,  and  certain  preamble  and  i'es(*lutioi)s  for  t4ie  reKef  of 
Mrs.  Amanda  M.  Dade,  to  be  properly  enrolled. 

Mr.  Livingston  presented  t lie  petition  of  Mrs.  Martha  Black- 
well.  Which  was  read  aod  referred. to  Ibo  Comrrwtiee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

An  iict  to  incorporate  the  Mctliodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
city  of  Tallahnssee,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed — <<rdered 
that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  went  into  a  commiltee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Livinij- 
ston  in  the  chair,  on  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Cummi.v*^c, 
on  a  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  and  compensation  of 
a  repr>rter  of  the  decision  of  the  Couri,c>f  Appeals.  After  sohie 
time  spent  in  its  consideration,  the  committee,  rose  and  j-cported 
a  substitute  for  said  report. 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Enslifeh 
in  the  chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  enti'led.  an  act  concerning  the  publi- 
cation »f  the  decisions  of  the  Court  of  Ap|)eal8.  After  some 
time  spent  in  its  consideration,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
as  a  substitute  for  said  bill,  the  folfowing  resolution : 

Be  if  Resolved  by  the  Oovemor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  Delegate  inConcress  be  request- 
ed to  obtain  from  Crongress  an  annual  appropriation  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  publication  of  the  leport  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals. 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

A  bil'  lo  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  concern- 
ing Executions,  was  read  a  second  time  and  laid  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  be  eotiJed  an  act  to  repeal  the  3d,  8th» 
and  a  part  of  the  9th  sections  of  an  act  toauthorise  the  Governor 
of  Florida  to  raise  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and  for 
other  purposes,  approved  2d  M^rch,  1839,  was  read  a  third  tim# 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Pelot 
in  the  chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  concerning  Indiatf 
depredations  and  fox  oUier  purposes.    After  some  time  spent  iff 
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fts  coBttdsratioiiy  thtt  committito  rotSt  npottod  progfotf #  ftno 
asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Sanate  received  frora  the  House  of  RepreseDtatives,  as 
Qnanimoasly  adopted,  certain  preamble  and  resolutions  before 
passed  by  the  Senate,  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  troops 
under  Col.  Robert  Brown  and  Major  Isaac  Garrison* 

Also  as  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  an  act  to 
authorise  Daniel  Campbell  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Eis* 
cambia  river.     Which  was  read. 

Also  as  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representativeti,  a  preamble 
and  resolution,  relative  to  a  road  from  Jackaonvilla  to  lola.-*- 
Which  was  twice  read,  the  rule  being  waived,  and  adopted. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow* 


Tuesday,  February  «,  1S41. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and  yesterday's 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Peiot  from  the  Comn)ittee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  as 
correctly  enrolled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  3d,  8th  and  a  part  of 
tiie  9th  sections  of  an  act  entitled,  an  aci  to  authorise  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Florida  to  raise  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  fiontieri 
and  for  other  purposes,  approved  2d  March,  1839. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  concernmg  Indian  depredations 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  ordered  for  tQ>morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  autliorise  Darnel  Campbell  to 
establish  a  ferry  across  the  Escambia  river,  was  read  a  s^con^ 
tinoe,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Terri- 
toiy. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
amended,  a  bill  before  passed  by  the  Senate,  entitled,  an  act  to 
repeal  all  acts  allowing  writs  of  errir  or  appeals  in  criminal 
oases.  Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciarv. 

Mr.  talker  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  reported  a  bill 
to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  alter  and  change  the  name  <*r  Martha 
Blackwell,  of  Jefferson  countv,  in  this  Territory,  to  Martha 
Triplctt. 

On  motion,  the  title  of  said  bill  was  amended  by  striking  ant 
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so 

jdl  after  the  word**c(wi>ty."    Said  blH  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed — ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session*  on  certain  nomlhatlens  of 
his  Excelleocy  the  Governor ;  on  niotion,  the  doors  were  opened^ 
and  the  Senate  adu>urned  until  to-nlorrow. 


WbdnxsdaY,  February  3,  1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and  yesterday's 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Dupont  gives  notice  that  he  will  od  to-morrow  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  A(.  H.  Martin 

Mr.  Dupont  obtained  leave  without  previous  notice,  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  ameild  the  acts  in  reference  to 
the  Tallahassee  Fund.  Which  was  twice  read,  the  rule  beiag 
waived,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  again  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Pelot  In  the  clmir,  oq  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  concerning  In* 
dian  depredations,  and  for  other  purposes.  After  some  time 
spent  in  \u  cunsidcraiion,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  sai4 
bill  as  amended.  On  the  question  of  concuring  in  said  report, 
Mr.  Dupont  ftfTcred  hs  a  subatitute  for  said  bill  a  bill  to  be  enti* 
tied  an  act  to  perpetuate  testimony  in  relation  to  Indian  depre« 
dalions,  on  which  question  he  seconded  by  Mr.  Livingston,  call- 
ed for  the  yeas  and  najs,  which  were 

Yeas — Mr,  President,  Messers.  Dupont^  Li vingston, and  M% 
Lean,  4. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cooper,  English,  Pelot,  and  Walkeri,  4, 

So  said  substitute  was  lost. 

Mr.  Livingston  then  offered  the  following  as  an  additional 
section  to  said  bill,  viz : 

Be  U further  enacted^  That  ii  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person 
who  may  have  suffered  any  loss  of  property  by  depredatiens 
comnsitted  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  Indian  war, 
upon  filing  in  the  Superior  Court  within  whose  jurisdiction  the 
losses  are  alleqged  to  have  been  sustained,  his  application  in  wri- 
ting, stating  the  full  grounds  of  the  claims,  and  tne  circumstances 
attending  the  same,  and  upon  giving  ten  days  notice  thereof,  te 
the  District  Attorney,  to  proceed  in  open  Court,  to  establish  the 
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same  by  luch  tcttiaioay  ai  niay  be  deeiimd  by  the  Cduri  i%  b# 
pertiDeat  to  the  case. 

Od  the  adoption  of  whichtlie,  seconded  by  Mr.  Englisb,  called 
for  the  yea«  and  nays,  which  were 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  and  Livingston,  8. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cooper,  English,  McLean,  Pdot,  Walker,  5. 

So  said  amendment  was  lost. 

On  motion  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  whole,  was 
eoncnrred  in,  and  said  till  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-mor- 
row. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  Hoose  of  Represeniativet,  as 
«dflf4ed,  a  resolution  requesting  (he  Delegate  in  Coogrets  to  ob- 
tain  from  Congress  an  annual  af)prppriatioM  for  the  publication 
of  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Comt  of  Appeals* 

Also  as  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  an  act  ot 
incorporate  the  town  of?  Jacksonville.  Also,  a  bill  to  be 
entitled*  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  aci  act  to  establish  a 
Board  of  Port  Wardens  and  CommissioiM>rS'of  Wrecks  for  the 
port  of  Apalachicola. 

Also  an  act  to  establish  an  Academy  in  the  county  of  Leon, 
and  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  thereof.  Which  were  read  a 
first  aad  seoond  time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Also  a  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Bolan,  late  JaSkff 
•f  CatlHiun  county.  Whieh  was  read  and  veferred  to  the  Com- 
ortittee  on  Claims. 

Aba^m  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Mandarin  ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on 
ikm  Stale  of  the  Territory. 

Also  an  act  to  incorporate  the  first  Baptist  Church  of  Jackson- 
ville ;  Which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
4be  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory. 

Also  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  United  States 
Mi^il  end  Transportation  Company  in  Florida,  and  for  other  pur- 
poget,  wesread  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
sntttee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
the  foHowing  communication,  vis : 

ExBcunvB  Dbpartment, 
Tallahassee,  February  8, 1841. 
To  the  Legislatiise  Council  of  Florida. 
I  heiewith  transmit  the  annual  report  oftheCommissioner^of 
the  <ity  of  Tallahassee  for  the  past  year. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
Which  with  the  accompanying  documents  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Also  the  foUowiug: 
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ExSCinTTB  DbFABTM E!?T,  | 

Tallahassee,  February  8,  1841.      ) 
To  ikt  Legiilaiive  Council  of  Florida. 
I  respectfully  iDform  you,  that  I  have  approred  the  resolutiop 
far  the  paTmeo  t  of  Alfred  A.  Fisher,  for  refit  of  room  for  Jail 
and  guarding  psisoner. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
The  Senate  went  iato  secret  session  on  certain  nominatioov 
ot  his  Excellency  the  Governor.    On  motion,  the  doors  were 
opeoadt  and  ttie  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Thi»sdat,  February  4, 1841. 

Tlie  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjotumment,  and  yesterday^ 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Dupont  gives  notice  that  he.  will  on  to-morrow  ask  leav^ 
to  introdnce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  perpetuate  testimony 
in  relation  to  Indian  depredatioas  consmitled  in  the  Middle  Dis- 
trict of  Florida. 

The  same  agreeable  to  previous  notice  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  for  the  rditf  of 
M.  H.  Martin*     Whicli  was  read  and  ordered  for  to-day* 

Mr  Walker  from  the  Commitlee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported 
a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  acts  in  reference  (o  the 
Tallahassee  Funds,  with  amendments. 

Also  an  act  regulating  appeals  and  writs  of  error  in  crtmiatl 
cases,,  without  amendment.  Which  report  was  rec^ved,  and 
said  bills  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Livingston  from  the  Commtttee  on  Schools  and  CoHegee 
made  the  following  report :  ' 

Tlic  Comtuittee  on  Schools  and  Colleges  to  whom  was  refer- 
red  sundry  resolutions,  in  relation  to  the  p04»r  schools  fund  for 
the  counties  of  Munroe  and  Dade,  ask  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing  preamble  and  resolution,  as  a  substitute  for  the  original* 

Which, was  received,  and  said  resolution  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Dupont  from  the  Commitlee  on  the  State  of  the  Terri^ 
tory,  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  •*  State  of  the  Territroy*'  to  whom 
was  referred  two  bills,  the  one  entitled  '*  an  act  to  incorpora^ 
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the  first  Baptkt  Church  of  Jadisoovirie,*'  and  t\\e  other  etititled» 
**  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  MaiKhmn,"  respectfidly  r^' 
commend  the  same,  (wkbovi  amendment)  to  the  favorable  ac- 
tion of  the  Senate,  and  bc^  to  be  discharg^  from  the  futher  coo* 
sideration  therec^. 

The  committee  would,  however,  respectfully  so^qgeat  for  Am 
oonsideration  of  the  Senate,  whether  it  might  not  comport  bel^ 
ter  with  sound  policy  and  strict  justice,  to  require,  in  all  cases 
where  bills  are  presented  to  incorporate  towns,  or  for  the  pur* 
poee  of  amendii^  the  charters  thereof,  that  ttie  same  be  accoai-> 
panied  by  a  memorial  or  petition  of  the  corporators,  stating  the 
temu  npon  which  they  may  wish  to  be  incorporated.  The 
propriety  of  the  rule  proposed  must  be  so  apparent  to  the  Sen* 
ate,  that  the  committee  will  not  consume  time  in  enfi>rcing  it  by 
argument. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  H.  DUPONT,  Chairman. 

D.  G.  M'LEAN. 

Which  was  concurred  in,  and  said  bill  ordered  for  to-day 

Mr.  Pelot  from  the  Committee  on  Enrollments,  reported  as 
oorrectly  enrolled,  a  resolution  requesiine  the  Delegate  in  Con- 
gress to  obtain  from  Congress  an  annual  appropriation  for  the 
publication  of  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals. ^ 

An  engrossed  bill  lobe  entitled,  an  act  concerning  Indian  dep- 
redations and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  third  time ;  on 
the  passage  of  said  bill  the  ayes  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Pupont  and  Walker,  and  were 

Ayes — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Cooper,  English >  McLean, 
Pelot  and  Walker. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dupont  and  Livingston. 

So  said  bill  passed,' ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jack- 
fonville,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed — ordeted  that  the 
litle  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
establish  a  board  Df  Port  Wardens  and  Commissioners  of  Wrecks 
t)r  the  Port  of  Apalachicola,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed ; 
erdered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  an  Academy  in  the 
county  of  Leon  and  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  thereof,  wae 
lead  a  third  time  and  passed ;  ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Cooper 
in  the  chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  in  relation  to  Ptiblic 
Elections.  After  some  time  spent  in  its  consideration,  the  couh 
mittee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  M«  H.  Martin, 
was  read  a  aecond  time  and  referr^  to  tfaeCkMnmiitee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  English,  the  rule  being  waived,  introduced  the  following 
resolution:  • 

Resolved^  .Th?ii  the  Committee  on  Elections  be  iestructed  to 
draft  and  report  a  bill  conformable  to  the  viva  voce  mode  of 
votin^r* 

Which  was  adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  acts  in  refereoce  to 
the  Tallahassee  Fund,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  —  copies 
ordered. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  amendments  made  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  an  act  regulating  appeals  and  writs  of 
error  in  criminal  cases. 

The  substitute  offered  by  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  Col* 
leges  for  the  resolutions  in  rekuion  to  the  poor  school  fund!  ^^^ 
the  counties  of  Monroe  and  Dade,  was  again  read  and  adopted. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  first  Baptist  Church  of  Jacksonville, 
was  read  ^  third  time  and  passed — title  as  above. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Mandarin,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed — title  as  above. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  message : 

Executive  Department, 
Tallahassee,  February  3.  1841. 

To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  letter  and  report  of  the  Treasurer  on 
the  school  and  land  fund  for  the  year  1840. 

^  ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  with  the  accompanying  documents  were  ordered  le 
be  printed. 

^  The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
passed,  an  act  to  alter  and  change  the  name  of  Martha  P.  Black- 
well  of  Jefferson  county.  Also  as  indeffioitely  postponed,  the 
resolution  before  passed  by  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  iiaal  ad- 
journment of  both  Houses. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  secret  session  on  Executive  nomi- 
eations,  on  motion  the  doors  being  opened,  the  Senate  adjourned 
until  to-morrow. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^ 


FaioAY,  February  5,  1841. 

Tlic  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjouroment  and  yesterday's  pro^ 
caedings  were  reacL 

Mr.  relot  agjiceable  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  enuiled,  an  act  to  prevent  duelling. 
Which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  that  the  ctMnmittee  on  elections  be 
instructed  to  draft  and  report  a  bill  couforniable  to  the  viva  voce 
mode  of  voting,  was  re-considered  and  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Cooper  offered  a  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  the 
Bank  of  Jacksonville.     Which  was  read. 

*Mr.  Walker  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported 
without  amendment,  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
M.  H.  Martin ;  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed— or- 
dered that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  same  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported  un- 
Ikrorably  on  a  resolution  for  the  relief  oi  Edward  Bolen. 

Also,  the  same  from  the  same  committee  reported  an  act  to  aid 
the  administration  of  justice  in  the  Southern  District  of  Florida. 
Which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  to  morrow. 

Also  an  act  to  establish  a  court  for  the  trial  of  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanofi  committed  by  slaves  and  free  persons  of  color,  with- 
out amendment, 

Mr.  Pelot  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills,  reported  as 
correctly  enrolled,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  change  the  name 
of  Martha  P.  Blackwell  to  the  name  ef  Martha  P.  Triplett. 

Also  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  regulating  appeals  and-writs 
of  error  in  criminal  cases. 

Mr.  Dupont  from  the  Comnnitlee  on  the  Slate  of  the  Territory 
made  the  following  report : 

The'  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory,  to  whom  were 
referred  two  bill,  the  one  to  authorise  Daniel  CampbeU  toestab« 
iish  a  ferry  across  the  Escambia  River,  and  the  other  to  author- 
ise Louther  Taylor  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Escambia 
River,  being  unable  to  wee  upon  a  report,  beg  leave  to  be  per- 
mitted to  return  the  bills  to  the  Senate,  and  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  coosideratioo  thereof. 

C.  H.  DUPONT,  Chairman. 

D.  G.  M'LEAN. 

The  resolution  instructing  the  committee  on  elections  to  dimft 
and  report  a  bill  confornutble  te  the  viva  voce  mode  of  votir-- 
was  aMin  read,  and  on  its  passage,  the  ayes  and  nays  were  i 
ed  for  oy  English  and  Livingston,  and  were : 
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M 
Ytas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Cooper,  English  and  Living* 

StOD,  4. 

Nays — Messrs,  Dupont,  Mcl^ean,  Pelotand  Walker,  4. 

So  said  resolution  was  lost. 

Tlie  Senate  again  weat  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Cooper  in  llie  chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  in  relation  to 
to  public  elections.  After  some  time  spent  in  its  consideration, 
the  committee  rose,  and  reported  said  bill,  as  amended.  Which 
was  concurred  iri,  and  said  bill  ordered  for  to-morrow, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  •'  an  act  to  amend  the  acts  in  reference  to 
the  Tallahassee  Fund."  was  read,  amended,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Bolen,  late  Jailor  of 
Calhoun  county,  was  again  read,  and  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  a  court  for  the  trial  of 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  committed  by  slaves  and  free  persons 
of  color,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  to-mori  ow. 

An  act  to  authorise  Daniel  Campbell  to  establish  a  feny 
across  the  Escambia  river,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed--* 
ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  ar.t  to  authorise  Louther  Taylor  to  es- 
tablish a  ferry  across  the  Escambia  river,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed>-K)rdered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  certain  nominations  of 
his  Excellency  the  Governor;  on  motion,  the  doors  were  opened 
and  the  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 


Satitrpat,  February  6, 1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  ac^ununent  and  yesterday's  pro- 
e^adfngs  were  read. 

Mr.  English  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Senate  in  fiiture  con* 
vene  at  ten  instead  of  eleven  o'clock.     Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Walker  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  made  the  following 
report: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  .the 
House  with  sundry  documents,  relative  to  the  claim  of  E.  Bole% 
report :  That  it  appears  from  said  papers  that  Bolen,  as  Jailor 
of  Calhoun  county,  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Marriid 
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«f  the  Afriaohwola  Districl»  tolseep  two  priiieoeni  for  a  tpeci* 
fied  period,  at  a  stipulated  pric^e ;  aiid  having  disputed  with  tha 
Marshal  touching  tne  contract,  resorts  to  the  L^slature  for  re* 
lief  in  ibe  premises.  Agreeable  to  the  terms  of  said  contract^ 
the  Marshal  was  to  pay  Bolen  five  dollars  per  day,  for  the 
Iwepimi^  or  said  priaooera;  and  at  that  rate  ha  mom  aeeka  ta  be 
paid  m>m  the  Territorial  Treasury* 

The  committee"  cannot  recognize  any  contract  made  for  such 
a  purpose ;  the  laws  anthorise  no  such  agreement ;  and  the 
Munteaanoe  of  such  by  the  Le^islaturet  they  believe,  would  bt 
prodttetive  of  misehief  in  theexeoution  c(  the  orimioal  lawa. 

The  laws  point  out  the  duties  of  officers  ;  the  best  rule  is  for 
them  to  keep  to  their  duties  strictly,  and  performing  these  strict- 
ly no  blame  can  attach  whatever  may  happen. 
1  The  reaoIutioB  of  the  House  beii^  based  upon  the  charges 
fixed  in  the  contract  alluded  to,  which  chaiyet  greatly  exceed 
tfiose  allowed  by  law,  the  committee  cannot  recommend  tb^ 
adoption  of  said  resolution,  and  they  decline  to  modify  it. 

Ail  of  which  is  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senater 
aad.the  committee  beg  to  be  discharged. 

GEO.  WALKER,  OiairmaQ. 

Which  was  tead  and  ordered  ior  to^ay. 

Mr.  Livingston  from  the  committee  on  Banks  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  OoauBitlee  on.Baokt  to  wluofa  was  reined  wo  moch  of  the 
QoTsnior's  BCtsseg^  as  rekitet  to  the  ds(»eeiatioQ  of  oar  currencyi 
beg  leave  respectfullj  to  report: 

.  That  the  subject  6at  received  that  fierioiM  and  anxiqus  consideration 
(pom  the  Committee  which  its  importaace  and  difficuHv  demaoded. 
Che  uftlbrtvaate  posHioa  of  oar  credit  aad  carroDCf  is  wrioua  to  all, 
Mid  the  dooMiDd  ior  a  renaedy  is  load  and  antveraal.  Bat  the  diffioultf 
la  to  rnvrido  toeh  a  remedy  at  will  be  at  the  same  time  efiecioal  and  not 
be  rmoos;  while  all  feel  the  evil  and  can  complain,  few  even  soagest  a 
esniedy,  and  aooe  of  the  few  aeggested  seem  perfectly  satisfactory. 

Ysmr  Committee  have  endeavored  to  avoid  the  violation  of  ^*  chartered 
llghto,''aad  the  ^  cihligatioBS  of  contracts''  behind  which  Banks  always 
fDtieBChthemtelves  when  Legislatores  make  an  effort  to  compel  then 
So-resMct  their  own  chatters  and  eontiracta,  hy  providing  more  speedy 
and  cffihtent  rtmsdie9  for  preens  who  may  anffer  by  the  bad  faith  of 
Banks,  eivioff  the  appropriate  femedy  to  the  person  wronged.  Our 
fight  tolegisTate  upon  temedim  can  not  be  disputed,  and  the  effect  of 
ottr  action  can  not  be  avoided  or  evaded  by  subtle  tecbieol  or  metaphy* 
sieial  difflcotties. 

Eatertaiaing  th«  opinion  that  dM  bill  psoposed  would  he  effectual  in 
oeiapellhig  ^peeie  payments  by  plaeinffthe  proper  arms  in  the  ban<J&  of 
the  persons  injured,  your  committee  thought  tnat  th»  immediatt  opc'a' 
thn  of  anch  a  bill  would  ruin  the  banks  of  Florida,  and  thereby  defeat 
ear  own  objeect  and  ruin  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  Aftet  dili^^ei.t 
ia^ry  your  Committee  was  satisfied  that  the  Banks  of  Florida  c^miM 
HOC  bear  the  operation  of  such  a  bill  prior  to  the  spring  of  184:},  vvbuh 

•  8         • 
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kSH^  ef  tidirfrmid  fi«»  i^mt  mtn^  «ockt, «...««:.  ,,»^  •«. 
lerm^  of  omH,  by  whicl^  ik^b  okcpk^  mifilit  beeoileeted. 

The  clu>ice  was  between  giviog  this  length  of  time  and  passing  am 
efficient  bill  to  operate  then,  or  giving  a  shorter  time  and  passing  a  mere 
Useless  order  to  resume,  to  be  as  impotent  and  ineffectual  as  the  man-* 
jiates  of  tfaeit  charters. 

Ttiia  iim»  alto  was  thoi^ghi  iiir  to  the  Baoka^  ami  neoassarf  to  fMM 
ble  their  numerous  debtors  to  o^fBett  the^F  peymefl^  ifpoatfibla.  Weanf 
•ware<  that  extraTaga nee  iu  some,  misfoitune  in  otkers,  and  in  many  it 
concurrepce  ofbothj  bare  caused  a  large  amount  of  indebtedness  in  thf 
community,  which  it  will  cause  labor,  distress,  and  sacrifice  to  meet. 
But  it  would  9eem  just  and  figkt  ttia%  those  who  have  couMiaQed  tfa# 
profarty  of  otheniy  or  ^^orohssatf  m&A  held  k  with  tbe  b^pe  <te  ^row  rk^ 
without  i»bor.  by  apaculutioa.ahonldai  least  begin  to  prepare  to  pay  foe 
it,  by  some  of  that  economy,  labor,  and  sacrifice  which  they  have  force4 
upon  others,  and  that  even  tbe  unfortunate  should  hear  the  burthen 
Ihemselves  to  the  extent  of  their  i(>roperty,  and  not  t>e  able,  by  the  opert^ 
lion  of  miseMev^s  leflalatioii  and  lafroWdetit  banfeiog,  always  to  shift 
the  evils  of  tiiair  iovpioriiattea  or  bad  foftune,  upoa  the  msae  fart  www 
AT  prudent eooimvnity,  enhanced  as  those  evils  i^e  by  the  very  system 
by  which  the  change  is  effected. 

Your  committee  entertain  a  sanguine  hope  that  the  passage  of  a  bill 
^f  the  nature  proposed  will,  of  ttseir,  have  a  decided  tendeoey  to  restorw 
our  credit.  It  will  shew  that  we  tnteod  l»  enforce  the  pay  mesa  of  dablai 
that  the  banks  can  be  reaehed,  and  compelled  to  comply  with  their  ob* 
ligations,  without  violating  their  cbariars— and  that  we  ai^  ui  carmegi 
ia  our  measures^  by  plaehxg  proper  andeffeetnal  remedies  in  the  hands  of 
the  persons  wronged,  whilst  the  length  of  time  we  give  is  so  liberal,  a^ 
to  enable  all  bank^  and  other  peraons  to  prepare  lar  the  change,  who  can 
geasonably  hope  to  meet  the  erisia  aOeceiiifiilly^    The  paasay  of  tmek 


n  bill  at  is  Mopvsed  would  at  least  givo  a  vismoj^eii  Umit  tothaipi** 
sent  state  or  derangement,  and  indennite  deprecktioi^. 

It  is  beltered  that  the  passage  of  sdch  a  bill  would  eaoae  the  oates  of 
oar  banks  to  rise  at  ooee.  T ho  banks  mast  call  theoi  is  or  be  niiaad^ 
individuals  aunt  seek  tbeaftoeaaoie  costly  fund s;^  or  their  poapofty  rmM 
be  sold.  Thus  the  sapply  will  dlamiish,  whibt  the  demMid  will  iaa 
erease,  and  the  value  mnat  oaliattoeL  So  that  it  ta  preenmed  thai  long 
beibre  the  ihae  limited,  the  notes  wtill  aij^pieceiia  by  the  ailent  opeeatiort 
of  snch  a  bill,  and  a  very  saiail  amount  el*  spocie  will  «mMi  Ihe  banb» 
to  resume.  •  { 

The  criiH  oaee  pasMd,  yoor  oooMBHtteo  belseret  tet  ^m  ihartieeerdf 
the  remedies  pcoposetf  woiod  prevttot  awy  aflch  fstura  aMimaoainwain% 
«s  would  lead  to  a  suspeasioo  of  pa^^naeikt,  ia  ac  osachM  it  wpald  then 
be  followed  by  extravagant  kssM  if  ttat  ma,  taatead  of  a  aOMaii  dT 
tsorjjinate  profits. 

With  these  views  the  Committee  with  great  dtffi<leilce  eeport  Hkm 
annexed  bill,  aa  the  best  they  oooMdeviaelo  eieoC  the  proposed  okyoel^ 
in  the  preftnU  Halt  af  our  affavrw^  with  the  hope  that  with  «Mfc 
imiendments  and  alterationa  aa  may  be  aaggaeflidby  the  WMdoMel*  tha 
Senase  and  House  of  Renreseuutives,  some  practieal  good  aiaf  reeaW 
W.  H.  BROCKfiNBROUOH,  Chaimap^ 
MADISON  G.  LlViNG8T0M» 
D.  a  McLBAN. 

CM  which  two  hundred  copies  were  ordere<f  to  be  priotetf. 
Hx.  Dupont  from  the  Commitlee  on  the  Jodiciarjr  reportatf 
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M  aet  m  simood  «#  Mt  cottcerfiifi^  Dower . 

The  same  from  the  Committee  on  th?  State  of  Um  f frijiergF 
QMde  (he  foHowii^  ?9^ert,  tui  i 

The  Oommttiee  oa  t^e  Skate  of  the  Territory  to  whom  wem 
dferftd  the  tuV  to  be  entitkd*  aa  aot  4o  iacorporale  the  Uiiiu4 
States  MaU  and  Transportation  Company,  in  Florida^  aiMl  fof 
ether  porposes,  havinf  had  the  same  mider  coMideration,  beg 
have  to  report  the  Mi  with  snndry  amendments. 

C.  H.  DUPONT,  Chmirmao. 
D-  G.  ATLEAN. 

Whiefi  was  read  and  orderod  for  Monday. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  in  rehtton  to  the  Biak  of  Jack 
^nville,  was  ordered  for  Monday. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Pdol  ir 
the  chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  aid  the  administratie  . 
efjMflde  4n<tfoe  ttouthMU  District  of  Florida.  After  some  tim<« 
^pemmMB4mmimfm^ia^  the  oetnmitsgs  foeeieftdnipelled  mH 
bill  as  amended.  Which  was  concurred  jn»  end  said  biU  meitui^ 
to  he  eiigipBsed^ 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  in  relation  to  public  elections,  war^ 
lead  a  third  flme  and  pa^ised— -ordered  Uiaitlie  title  be  as  aboveL 

An  engrossed  bill  to  be  eatKled,  an  act  to  amend  the  ac|s  in. 
Yefereoce  to  ^  TaJtahaasQe  Fund,  was  TeW  a  third  time  and 
fassed — ordered  that  iitle  be  as,  ahov:e. 

The  Senate  went  into  commitiee  of  whole,  Mr.  McLean  lAi 
the  chajr,  <mi  a  bill  to  oe  eolitled,  an  aot  to  establish  a  court  for 
the  trial  of  crimes  Tind  misdeaneanors  committed  by  sla:res  and 
free  persons  of  color.  After  some  time  spent  in  its  consideror 
tion,  the  committee  rQ8^«  reported  progress,  ^  asked  Icure 
to  sit  agi|io* 

Aa  act  to  pnevient  breaches  of  the  peace  and  more  efiectually 
to  preserve  order,  was  read  and  ordered  for  Monday. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  claims  on  a  resolution  for  the 
scjief  of  Edward  Bolen  was  concurred  in,  and  said  resolution 
imieiinitery  post  poned. 

lA  bill  to-be  .entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  a&  act  entitled  an  act  to 
mmend  an  act  concerning  Dower,  was  read  akd  ordered  to  be 
eni^rossed  for  Monday. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
Ba«se4,  ^ao  gifii  te  amend  aa  act  entitled  an  act  constituting  a 
Bo^rd  of  Wardens,  Commissioners  of  Pilotage  and  Commis'^ 
sionersof  Wracks,  dz;c.  for  the  port  of  Jacksonville,  and  otiier 
places  therein  provided  for,  approved  Febrnnry  28, 1839,  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  and  ordered  for  M«niday. 

Also  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  ilenry  Lander 
toestahlish  and  keep  a  ferr^  across  tkc  St.  Murks  river  opposite 
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At  eilj^  of  BpH  Ism  kk  fto  eoiMtjr  #rLtoe,  whMiita^  read  « 
first  and  tecond  timcy  and  referred  to  the  Ooanmittee  od  the  Sum 
of  the  Territory. 

The  Senate  then  went  hito  eeeret  tetiion  mi  certain  noffiiM* 
tions  of  hit  Excellency  the  Governor ;  oa  notion,  the  doon 
were  opened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned  until  Momhiy,  It 
<irGlock,  M. 


MoMiULV,  February  •»  1841. 

The  Senate  met  poraaant  to  adjovnuneiit  and  Satvrdajr'a 
proceedings  were  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  report  of  the  Bank  Com- 
mittee on  so  much  of  the  Grovemor^^  message  as  relates  to  the 
depreciation  of  our  currency,  was  with  the  accompanjring  bitft 
taken  from  the  table  and  orcJered  for  to-dav. 

The  report  of  the  Committee'  on  the  l^tate  of  the  Territory, 
on  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  United  States 
•Mail  and  Transportation  Company  in  Florida,  and  for  other  pur« 
poses,  was  laid  on  the  table.  On  motion,  the  Senate  went  into 
committee  of  the  whole  on  said  bill,  Mr.  English  in  the  chdr; 
After  some  time  spent  in  it&  consideration,  the  committee  roeei 
and  repcHTted  prop^ess,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  a^in. 

Said  bill  vras  laid  on  the  table  and  seven  copies  ordered. 

A  preamble  and  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  Jaek* 
fonville  was  read  a  second  time  and  adopted. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  aid  the  administratfon  rf 
justice  in  the  Southern  District  of  Florida,  was  read  a  third  tioM 
and  passed— ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  again  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Mc« 
Lean  in  the  chair,  on  an  act  to  establish  a  Court  for  the  triai*of 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  committed  by  slaves  and  free  persoM 
of  color.  After  some  time  spent  in  its  consideration,  the  com* 
mittee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as  amended.  Said  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to  morrow.  > 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  uniil  half  past  3  o'clock. 
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i  Past  S  o^clock,  February  8,  1841. 

The  Scoato  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The-  Senate  went  mto  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  English 
in  the  chair,  on  an  act  te  prevent  breaches  of  the  peace  and 
moi^  eftetoally  to  preienre  order.  AAer  aome  time  spent  in 
its  eonsideratton,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  said  bill  a^ 
amended. 

Which  was  ontored  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow* 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
•mend  an  act  concerning  Dower,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pass- 
ed— ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

i^Att  aet  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  constituting  a  Board 
•f  Wardens,  Commissioners  of  Pilota^  and  Commissioners  of 
Wnckib  Ise.  for  the  port  of  Jacksonville,  and  for  ether  places 
Ihereiti  provided  for«  approved  February  28th,  1839,  was  read  %, 
third  time  and  paMed^-ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  prevent  duelling,  vras  orderei} 
foi;  to-morrow. 

Also  an  act  to  incorporate  the  United  States  Mail  and  Trana-* 
portation  Company  in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Also  an  ad  to  require  specie  payments  and  to  provide  reme* 
dies  for  the  violation  of  charters  and  contracts  by  the  banks  of 
Florida. 

The  Sena^  received  from  Ae  Houm  of  Rmreaantatives,  at 
passed,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  appotntment  of  Clerks  of  Mar* 
lets. 

Also  an  aet  to  extend  the  power  of  Ibe  Port  Wardens  of  Ban* 
iacola  in  Bdcambta  county.  Which  were  read  a  first  and  se* 
•ond  time,  the  rule  being  waived,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
m  the  State  of  the  Territory. 

Abo  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  allow  Laurence  O.  Branch 
to  practice  law  in  the  Courts  of  this  Territory.  Which  was 
twice  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  organise  the  St.  Augustine  City 
#uards.  Which  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
•n^the  Militia. 

On  motion  Mr.  Livingston  was  added  to^said  committee* 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the  •'* 
ftiowing  message,  viz : 

Executive  DsFARTMEifT, ) 
Tallahassee,  February  8,  1841.      ) 
To  tkm  LegiskUive  Couneilof  Florida. 

Bneloaed  hwewitfai  ia  the  report  of  the  Auditor,  coBteiftinf 
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^  information  reqaired  bjr  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  tiie 
88th  January,  1841. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID.  ^ 

Wriich  was  laid  on  tlie  table,  and  fifty  copies  with  the  «c* 
oonnpnnyin^  documents  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Also  the  following : 

ExBconvs  DwA^nmir,     I 

'  TaltahaMee,  February  a»  l«4a^  \ 

JTo  the  Lepdative  Council  of  Florida  : 

'    I  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  have  approred  the  firflowinf 
Acts  and  Resolutions  of  tiie  Legislative  Council : 

1.  An  act  regulating  appeals  and  writs  of  error  hi  criminU 
wses. 

2.  An  act  to  alter  and  change  the  name  of  Martha  P.  Blaek* 
well  of  Jefferson  county. 

S.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Madison  CotHi  Hmne. 
-   4.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chttreh  Ifi 
the  city  of  Tallahassee. 

5.  An  act  to  repeal  t^e  third,  eighth  and  part  of  the  nhitk 
sections  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorise  the  Grovetno]»<i 
Florida  to  laise  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  fhmtter  tmdfor 
other  purposes,  approved  2d  March,  1830. 

0.  A  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  apphiprfatfons  iMd^ 
by  Congress  and  not  expended  for  therapairs  #f  certain  roads, fcd. 

7.  A  resolution  relative  to  an  anniiial  appropriation  for  the 
Mbitoatioii  oftfas  seiorts  of  thedeeisiensof  the  ooarfc  of  Mpfiiils. 

ROBERT  RAYMOIU)  9^^. 

Which  was  read. . 

Tiie  SwilB  Uiei  aSgettrnnd  iiatilto*iMnroir. 


TvBsDAT,  February  9,  tStt.  * 
The  Senate  met  puraoaat  to  adjoomment,  and  yesterday's 

proceedings  were  read. 
Mr.  Duval  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas  Brown ;  whiclR 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
Mx.  Livin^on  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz : 
Retolved^  That  so  mueh  of  the  Govemor's  messaM  ak  Mlaiek 

» Itaa^nishhic  ^4hf  iiafk<a«l  gsHahiit,  ha  flAsmd  lo  ihe 
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I  «o  ihe  State  ^f  .the  Territory,  with  jnrisdielion  ta 
Itpori  by  bill  ^x*  otherwise  at  aa  eiirly  a  day  as  possible. 

Which  was  twice  read,  the  rule  being  waived,  and  <iiiopted< 

Mr*  Walker  frDin  the  Judiciary  Committee  reported  a  bill  lo 
be  eptitled,  an  act  to  allow  Laureooe  O.  Breach  to  praotico  taw 
io  tbe  couna  of  this  Territory,  without  'acnendmcnt*  Which 
Vat  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Dupont  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  o/  the  Tcrri* 
tpry9  reported  favorably  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  eKitnd 
the  power  of  the  Port  Wardens  for  the  Port  f4  Pensacola  is 
^scaiubia  couniy ;  whlcli  was  ordered  for  to-day. 

The  same  from  the  same,  mad)  the  (bllowiug  report,  viz : 

Tlie  Coounittee  on  the  State  of  tfie  Tcrritdry  to  wliom  waa 
iK^ferred  a  bill  lo  be  entitled,  an  act  to  provide  ior  Uie  appoiiU« 
ment  of  clerks  of  markets,  being  unable  to  agree  upon  a  report^ 
heg  to  be  permitted  to  return  the  same  to  the  Senate,  and  to  bt 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

C.  H.  DUPONT.  Chairraaa. 
a  a  MXEAN. 

$aid  bill  was  ordered  for  tp*4^^y* 

The  same  from  the  same  made  the  following  report : 

The  Conunittee  on  the  State  of  the  Tcrritoiy  to  whom  wa$ 
feferred  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  Henry  Laodet 
to  establish  and  keep  a  fexr^  across  the  Su  Marks  River  oj^fio* 
a«te  the  city  of  Port  Leon»ui  the  county  of  Leoo,  bc^  leave  ta 
lieport: 

That  by  various  acts  of  the  Legislative  Council,  heretofore 
passed,  the  authority  to  cstikbliBh,  control  and  r^ulate  ferries^  is 
fpofided  wholly  to  the  County  Jourts  of  the  r^^spectire  count^ea^ 
This  disposition  of  the  subject,  m^as  doubtless,  intended  to  relieve 
(be  I^islative  Couoc  I  from  much  u:»eless  and  frequently  im- 
proviJeiU  legislation  upon  a  subject  whicli  from  its  very  naturf 
Cpold  be  more  wisely  d  aposed  of  by  the  local  authorities  of  the 
aeveral  counties,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted,  tiiat  after  the  passage 
o(  these  general  lawS|  the  Legislature  should  ever  again  have 
entertained  the  subject.  But  it  having  been  solejyinly  decided 
by  the  action  of  the  legislature,  at  its  present  session,  that  the 
general  laws  on  this  subject  may  be  superceded  by  ^application 
u>  the  Legislative  Council.  7^e  committee  have  connned  their 
attention  alone  to  ti>e  provisions  of  the  bill ;  these  they  find  to 
be  such  89  are  nsual  in  bills  of  the  Uke  nature.  T^ey  therefor^ 
fecommeiid  it  te  the  favohtble  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

C.  H.  DUPONT,  Chairman, 
a  6.  MCLEAN. 

Said  bin  was  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Peloi  from  the  Committee  on  Militia  made  the  followtog 
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Tire  Committee  on  ^filrtia,  havfn?  had  imdor  4nfiiiideratio«,  i 
bill  entitled,  an  act  to  oi^anite  the  St.  Augustine  City  Guardt,' 
be2  leave  to  import  the  some  without  amendment. 

JOHN  C.  PELOT. 

Said  tyiii  wat  ordered  for  to>day. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Livingston  the  report  of  the  Commitfoe  of 
the  Tlillahassee  Fund,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  referred  t% 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  a  court  for 
the  trial  of  crimes  and  misdemeanors  committed  by  slaves  and 
free  persons  of  color,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed — ordered 
that  the  title  be  as  above. 

'  An  engrossed  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  prevent  breaches  of  the 
peace,  and  more  effectually  to  preserve  order,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed-— ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  prevent  dtielling,  was  read  a  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  for  to-motrow. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Ensittfa  is 
the  chair,  on  an  act  to  incorporate  the  United  States  Mail  and 
Transportation  Company  in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes. — 
After  some  time  spent  in  its  consideration,  the  committee  rose* 
and  reported  said  oill  with  sundry  amendments.  Which  w«re 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  require  speoie  payments,  and  to 
provide  remedies  for  the  violation  of  charters  and  contracts  by 
the  Banks  of  Florida,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for 
to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  cct  to  authorise  Laurence  O.  Branch 
to  practice  law  in  the  Courts  of  this  Territory,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed — ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Port 
Wardens  for  the  port  of  Peosacola  in  Escambia  county,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed^-ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  went  into  comnuttee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Living* 
aton  in  the  chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  aa  aot  to  provide  for  th6 
appointment  of  clerks  in  markets.  After  some  time  spent  ia 
its  consideration,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  a  substitute 
for  AdJd  bill ;  which  was  received  ind  ordered  to  be  engrosse4 
for  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  Henry  Lander  to  es» 
tabiish  and  keep  a  ferry  across  the  St  Marks  Kiver,  opposite 
the  city  of  Port  Leon,  in  the  county  of  Leon.  Which  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  on  the  qtiestion  of  its  passage,  the  yeaa 
and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Livingston  and  Dupont,  and 
were: 

Yeas.~illessr)^  Coojper,  Dupont,  Bogliah  aad  Wdker,^  .  . 
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jJays, — 3ff.  Pre&'dentt  Messrs.  Livingsfon,  iTfcLean  and  Pe- 
l«t,  4.  .  .   .  .  , 

So  said  bill  was  lost,    '  /    .  * 

^  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  organise  the  St.  Au^Usline  (Jity 
Guards,  was  read  a  third  time;  on  the  question  of  Us  pa^ssage, 
ihe  yeas  and  nays  were  called  oy  iJfessrs.  Dupotit  arid  Walker, 
and  were: 

Yeas — Jtfr.  President,  ilfessrs.  Cooper,  English,  Livingston, 
Pelot  and  Walker,  6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dupont  and  JlfcLean,  2. 

So  said  bill  passed.  . 

The  Senate  received  from  (h6  House  of  Representatives,  as 
passed,  an  act  to  acDend  an  act  declaring  Juniper  €¥0^  in  Es- 
cambia county  a  navigable  stream.  Which  was  read,  the  rvih 
wmived,  and  pii^sed— ordc^red  that  tbe  tide  be  as  ab(M^6. 

'Aiao  as  pssaed  without  amendment,  an  act  for  the  reticff  of 
•V.  H.lfartio. 

The  Senate  thena^jouraed  until  to-hiorrow. 


.The  Senate  met  piirtiiafit  lf>:  adjMnmient,  and  yesterday's 
fnrcioeecKnga  were  read* 
'  Mr.  Dcmd  oi&rdd  the  Ualibwing  resolution : 

Se  it  Rsdohed  by  tk$  SmuOa  amd  Housb  of  Ji^msBntaaves 
o^  the  LegMative  CouweU  wf  FkmdoL,  That  tlie  Gro veenor  be 
requested  Id  appokit  as  Justice,  of  tbe  Peaoev  tlie  Af  ayon  or  In- 
t^ndants  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  ki  tha. Territory,  as 
soob-iDffiibers  oaoni>t,  under  the  Ofgaaic  Law,  act  as  Jimiqef.  of 
tjbo  Ppaoe  exofficip,  and.their  appoijrtm^tas  8ii^h<ii  cooaidered 
oB^SMtry  to  carry  into  efieot^aoact  to  pfeveat  breaobes.of  the 
pea^  fdd  more  effectually  to  >>iesarv^  order*  p^sed  at  tbe  pre- 
sent  session. 

.    \Khieb.  was  read.  ■     . 

. '  Mr.  Dupont  frofn  the  Committee  on  tbe  State  of  the  Terri- 
tory, oiade  the  following  report : 

.  T4ie  ComaMtt^  eo  ibaSlafa  of  the  Territoiy  to  wJumq  was 
referred,  by  a  r<Mi^'iUo»  of  the  Seqale^  so.  iPMch  of  the  Gov-* 
ernor*s  message  as jr^lates  to  tbe.oafioisiicifd  state  of  tha.Cepiio), 

9 
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having  hacT  the  same  un4er  consrderation,  beg  leave  to  report  r 
That  tbey  have  draiked  (and  herewith  present  to  the  Senate 
for  tbetr  consideration)  a  memorial  to  Congress,  asking  a  fbr- 
iher  appropriation  of  thirtv  thoosand  dollarl^  tabe  applied  to 
the*  complotioo  of  the  building.  The  committee  have  been 
guided  itk  the  amount  asked  for,  by  the  views  ct  the  commis- 
sioner, who  is  of  optfrioo  that  thirty  thousand  dollar4wfII  be  Mm- 
ply  suffieieot  to  complete  the  Wotk,  according  to  the  origtmil 
plan.    All  of  wi»Mt  m  lespectfiiRy  submitted. 

C.  H.  DUPONT,  Chahrman. 

D.  G.  RTLEAN. 

Wbicb  WM  rea^ttiiA  with  tbracoompanying  memorial  adop* 
tedU 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Jtfr.  Endisk 
in  the  chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  prsfMt  Doeluiy. 
After  some  time  spent  in  its  consideration,  the  commitlee  roee^ 
Imported  progress  and  ask  leave  to  nt  again. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  an  act  to  inoorporate  the  New  Or" 
leansr  Florida  and  Atlantic  Transportation  Company  in  Florida 
wai  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  third  time,  on  the  questiM  of 
its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  JIfeisn.  Felot  and 
Dupont«  and  were : 

Teas— ilCr.  President,  iMessra  Dupontt  English,  Livingston, 
Walker,  5. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Cooper,  JIfcLaan  and  Pdot^  S. 

So  said  bill  passed— ordalid  that  the  tide  be  as  above^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duval,  mi  Mt  to  recraire  spede  payadeats 
and  to  provide  remedies  fyt  the  violation  ol  dNnrtersand  eemracta 
by  the  Banks  of  Florida,  was  rsfeited  back  to  the  eeanamiae 
on  Banks  and  flpaooa,  with  JnstribliQas  la  make  sack  provislins 
in  the  said  bill  as  shall  efiectuaNy  aeoara  the  Tarritory  from  aH 
losstmjieooaatef  boadsissaedbyihaamiKirityafthasaMTer* 
ritory  to  any  Baak  ar  Banks. 

Aa  et^rrossed  bill  ta  fnmm  the  Mealing  of  neat  cMfa,  Mnf 
a  sabatitaia  for  the  biH  af  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  anti* 
tied,  an  act  to  provide  fin*  the  appointment  or  cleri[s  df  Miattat^. 
was  read  a  third  time  and  pa8sed^-K>rdered  l^t  the  tMa  to  as 
abore. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
adopted,  a  joint  resolution  appointing  Afessrs.  Steele,  Atyars^and 
Branch  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  ""draft  and  report 
the  compensation  bill  for  th^  f^^isnt  session  of  the  Legislativa 
Council.''  Whicii  was  mail  and  adantad^^JIfeasnk  Livingston^ 
English  andFetot  were  appaitited  said  comnrttieaoii  tlie  part 
of  the  Senate^ 
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]tr^  tiiviogsiMi  from  the  co4i||irtt«^WFtMOGft  fMie  ik%  Ibl* 
kwiiig  f  epcui :  *  ' 

Tht  commiCiM  m  FinaBoe  to  iphich  wis  i^ferDtd  a  bill  to  be 
tuititled,  ao  act  to  abolish  the  Territorial  Treasury,  and  provi* 
ding  for  the  ti^uidation  and  aettleaieat  of  al!  demands  due  to  and 
from  the  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,  ask  leave  to  return 
aaid  bill  to  the  Senate  for  their  coniideration,  as  the  oommittae 
mro  unable  to  a^ree  upon  a  report 

tl.  C  LITIKGSTM?, 
O.  G.  ITLEAN. 

Said  bill  wai  ordered  for  to>morrow. 

The  same  ofiered  the  folb^ing  resolutions : 

B^soh$dp  That  the  cororoi|tee  on  the  Jtfilitia  be  instroeted  to 
cnouire  and  report  to  the  Senate,  the  amooot  of  money  borrow- 
^  by  4ie  fixiwtivet  end  what  amount  hai  heaa  etpended  in  the 
DroMCtttion  of  the  Indiaa  war  or  in  the  defenoi  of  the  frontier, 
aince  the  first  of  January,  1840,  at^ti^r  the  apedfic  olyecti  for 
which  the  money  was  applied. 

Rttoboml  further^  That  his  ExosUency  the  Governor  be  re- 
^{aaaled  to  filmish  the  Senate  with  a  report  or  statenient  of  the 
amount  of  money  borrowed,  and  what  amount  has  been  expend- 
ed in  the^proeecution  of  the  Indian  war»  or  in  the  defence  of  the 
frontier  ainoe  he  eame  into  office-^with  a  statement  of  the  spe- 
cific objects  for  which  the  money  was  applied — willi  the  vouch- 
ers for  the  same. 

Which  was  read,  the  rale  being  waired  and  adopted. 

TtmSent^  then  adjourned  uqtil  to-morrow. 


TMunit,  Fabruary  11,  IML 
Tka  Seoateunel  Mwiant  to  ac^mimmeiiand  j^esterdst/a  pro- 


TiieBraeldeBt  laid  befew  the  Senate  sundry  oemmuntoalieai 
fmm  the  Peltate  in  Congw ;  which  were  read  and  refcnred 
to  a  tfeleot  dMiniitlee,  eoneietiag  of  ilfeeers.  Dupont,  BngMeh 
and  WMhar.    On  motion  800  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mx.  XA^wmkoa  xAned  the  follow  neolutioR : 

Jli^o/bAi  That  both  Houaes  of  the  LMialative  Council  do 
adjourn,  sine  dU^  on  Saturday,  20th  inst.  Which  was  read  and 
hud  on  tlie  Ublc. 
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The  Senate  received  from  tfie  House  of  Represcntatfres,  a* 
{Missedi  a  resoluti^  asking  an.  aippropriati^o  of  Congress  for  the 
repairing  of  Bridges  arTOss  tfie.  Apalachicofa  Swamp,  and  the 
Chipola  Uiver,  and  also  for  ihe  opening  and  construction  of  a 
roaa  from  Mariaona  to  lofa  on  the  Apalachicola  River.  Also 
a  resolution  changing  the  time  of  meeting  of  the  Legislative 
Council.  Also  a  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  James  W* 
ExuBK  AUcTM  apt  19  orange  the  time  of  holding  the  County 
Court  of  Walton  County.  Which  were  read  and  ordered  for 
lo>day.  Also  as  adopted,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil to  Congress,  asking  a»  appropnaiioti  to  complete  the  capitot. 

A  resolutiop  requesting  ine  Governor  to  appoint  as  Justices 
of  the  Peace  the  Ma_Vors  or  Intendanjs  of  the  several  cities  and 
towns  of  the  Territory,  was  laid  on  the  table^ 

The  Senate  again  went  into  camnuttee  of  the  whole,  3fr.  Eth 
glish  in  the  chair,  on  a  bllf  lo  F>e  entitled,  an  act  to  prevent  Do- 
citing*  After  some  t  ime  spent  in  its  consideration,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  sf\id  bill  js  amended.  Which  was  concurred 
in,  and  said  bili  w^s  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-jnorrow. 

TheScnntc  went  into  ronQmittKe  of  the  whole,  JIfr.  Living- 
ston in  the  chair,  on  a  bi?l  t<>  he  antillod,  an  act  to  abolish  the 
Territorial  Treasury,  and  pmvlding  for  the  liquidation  and  set- 
llctncnt  of  iill  demands  due  to  and  from  the  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes.  After  some  time  spent  in  its  consideration,  the 
committee  rose  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  agairtt 
-i-  copies  of  said  bill  were  ordered^ 

A  resolution  asking  an  appropration  of  Congress  fbr  the  re- 
pair of  Bridges  across  the*Apalachicola  Swamp  and  the  Chipola 
Kiver«and  also  for  the  opening  and  construction  of  a  road  from 
Mariana  to  Ida,  on  the  Apalachicola  River,  was  again  read  and 
adopted. 

A  resolution  changing  the  time  of  meeting  of  the  Legislative 
CouQciI,was  again  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  James  W.  Exum,  was 
a^ain  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Territory. 

An  act  tb  ehange  the  time  of  hoMing  the  Coumy  C««iit  of 
Walton  county,  was  read  a  third  time  and  jili— 1  n  ml  ill  ill  hit 
the  title  be  nsMwro.  •'...«         .     , 

TheScntre  imeived  from  his  l'>xcelteo<!y.  th«:GoidsnMr  the 
follow! Ag  message }  .  ,«      r         ,     .     . 

Tallahassee,  FebrURry  10, 1841.     ') 
To  the  Honorahk  ihe  L'^gislaiix^e.  Council  of  Florida. 
In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and. 
up6n  the  basis  prescribed  therein,  I  have  ascertained  the  several 
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amotints  dtie  toHie re^nH^ni  dS  Colonel  Robtfri  Bmwn  andlhe 
battalkmof  Major  Isnsc  Garrison  for  serrrces  in  the  3  car  18n» 
as  follows : 

To  Colonel  Robert  Brown's  regiment*  $121,228  50 

To  Major  Isaac  Garrison's  battalion,  85*354  77 

*206,5r7  2t 
'  The  resolutions  passed  unanimoosly  by  the  liCgislativo  Coun- 
cil, reqarre  me  to  settle  these  claims  under  tfce  ffct  of  the  IGtb  k£ 
February,  1838,  which  authorises  the  negotiation  of  a  loan,  and 
I  consider  it  proper  to  inform  you,  that  I  shall  forthwith  issue 
bonds  in  liquidation  of  the  above  stated  d«bt,  to  be  negotiated  as 
the  Legislature  will  prescribe,  at  their  par  valoe. 

I  shall  also  endeavor  to  make  a  speedy  reclaimation  of  \ht 
amount  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read ;  on  the  question  of  its  beinp:  roferred  to  a 
select  committee,  the  y«as  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Du- 
val and  Pelot,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  iMessrs.  Cooper,  Dopont,  English,  Liv- 
ingston, McLean  and  Walker,  7. 

Nay— Mr.  Pelot. 

Messrs.  English,  Cooper  and  Dupont  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

.  The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  tljc  Governor  a 
message  in  relation  to  the  votes  for  Constitutioa  or  No  ConsM- 
tAtion.    Which  was  laid  on  the  tabic. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  their 
concurrence  in  the  amendments  made  hy  the  Senate  to  a  bill 
entitled*  an  act  to  incorporate  the  New  Orleans^*  Florida  and 
Atlaatic  Transportation  Company  in  Flojrida,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. I 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  en  Executive  nominations: 
en  motion  the  doors  were  opened,  and  the  Senate  then  adjouri.cd 
until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  February  It,  1841, 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjoumn^ent  and  ye<!(erday*s 
proceedings  were  read. 
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Mr.  WallLer  aaked  andobtaiaed  laave  to  iatrodnee  a  bill*  mV^ 
oat  previous  notice^  entitled  an  aot  to  amend  the  several  acts 
appertainiog  to  executions.  Which  was  read  and  ordered  for 
Uvday. 

Mr.  Duval  save  notice  that  on  to-roorrow  or  a(  some  early 
day,  he  would  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Mechanics 
Bene6cial  Society  of  the  city  of  Tallahassee. 

Also  a  bUI  to  authoriae  a  lottery  to  raise  ftinds  to  build  a  City 
Hall,  aad  Meehaiucs  Institute,  for  the  use  of  the  city  and 
said  Institute. 

The  President  oflfered  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Di* 
rectors  of  the  Union  Bank.  Which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  and  Banks*  with  instructions  to  confer  with 
Ihe  same  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston  tbe  resolution  to  change  the 
time  of  meeting' of  the  Le^i&lative  Council,  was  taken  from  tbe 
table  and  ordered  for  to*day. 

Mr.  Pelot  from  the  committee  on  enrollments,  reported  as 
•orrectiv  enrolled,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  M.  H.  Martm. 

Mr.  Dupont  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory 
made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territorv,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  preamble  and  resolution  passed  bv  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  relief  of  James  W.  Exum,  late  Mar- 
stMU  of  tbe  Western  District,  having  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, bM  leave  to  report : 

That  the  only  point  in  the  ease  which  presented  anv  difficidty 
in  tbe  minds  of  the  committee,  was  whether  the  said  applicairt 
had  been  charged  upon  the  books  of  the  Auditor,  wkh  th# 
amount  of  Merrit*s  recoffniaance ;  upon  application  to  the  lata 
Auditor,  they  ascertain  that  such  was  the  case ;  they  therefore, 
b^  leave  to  recommend  the  ssid  resolutions  to  the  fiivorable 
consideration  of  the  Senate    * 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

.      *    •       C.  H.  DUPONT,  Chairman. 
D.  G.  M'LEAN. 

Pn  motion  said  preamble  and  resolution  was  ordered  for  t^ 
day. 

The  Senate  went  into  cotnniutt^o^H  the  whole,  Mr.  Livii^- 
ston  in  the  chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  eutitled,  an  act  te  abolish  IM 
Territorial  Treasury  and  providing  for  the  liquidatton  and  set- 
tlement <^  all  demands  due  to  and  from  the  Territory,  and  for 
other  pn'peses.  After  some  time  spent  in  its  eoosideration,  thi 
eomnsittee  reee,  and  reported  saia  bill  with  the  first  section 
itricken  out.    On  the  question  of  concurring  in  said  iypo|t,  tbe 
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yeas  and  nays  were  c^led  by  Messrs.  Dupont  and  Livingston* 
and  w6fe: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brockenbroi]^,  JIfcLean,  Pelot,  Walker,  4. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Cooper,  Dupont  and  Living- 
fton,  4. 

So  said  report  was  not  conoarred  in. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  tliat  the  enacting  clause  of  said  bill  be 
strickaiout ;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays,  were  called  by^  Messrs. 
DiuxMitaiid  McLean,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brookeobrougb,  ilfcLean  and  Walker,  3. 

Nays — Mr.  Presideot,  Messrs.  Coopert  Dupont,  Livingstont 
and  Pelot,  5^ 

On  motion  said  bill  was  re-conimitted  to  tbe  committee  on 
Finance,  with  instructions  to  make  such  amendments  as  will 
create  a  sufficient  sum  in  the  Territorial  Treasury,  lo  enable  the 
Bxeoutive  to  psy  for  the  apprehension  of  criminals,  after  tbey 
shall  have  made  their  escape  from  Jail,  on  his  proclamation,  and 
for  a  sufficiency  to  meet  the  charges  of  the  post  office  depart 
Diant  against  the  Executive,  with  any  other  necessaryf charges 
requUte  for  the  faithful  administration  of  the  criminal  laws 
o(  the  Territory,  in  case  a  county  is  not  able  to  meet  the  legits 
imate  charts  affainst  it    , 

Mr.  Brockenbroi^h  from  the  committee  on  Banks,  reported 
an  act  to  rsquira  specie  payments  and  to  provide  for  the  viola 
tioo  of  charters  and  oootracts  by  the  Banks  of  this  Territory, 
amended    Which  was  ordered  for  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  prevent  duelling,  was 
read  a  third  time ;  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  on  its  pas- 
fafi  by  Messrs.  Walker  and  Duval,  and  were : 

Teas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  McLean  and  Pelot,  4. 

Ni^s— Messrs.  Cooper,  English,  Livingston  and  Walker,  4. 

So  said  bill  was  lost. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Cooper 
fai  t|ie  chair,  on  a  bill  tp  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  several 
Mis  appertaining  to  Execution.  After  some  time  spent  in  its 
oomderation,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  without 
fttnndments.  Said  bill  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
nitttee. 

The  reaoliition  in  relatioa  to  changing  the  time  of  meeting  of 
iim  Legislative  Cowcil,  was  again  J^  oo  the  table. 

The  pi«M»Ue  and  resolutioa  relative  to  Jamee  W.  Exwkt 
was  agaio  mad  and  adopted 

The  Seoate  went  into  coomiittae  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Walker 
in  th^  chafa*,  on  an  act  tp  requimspeeie  phyiMOts,and  lo  provide 
reme<fies  fbr  the  vtohtton  ol^clmttors  and.oMCrieU  hy  flie  BMiha 
ef  Flotida.    Afteriome  tifne  spent  in  ite'conMeralimi  tbeceocH 
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mittee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  amended,  and  said  bill  wias 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-niorrow. 

Mr.  English  from  the  select  <XMniniae6»  to  whom  was  referred 
the  communication  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor;  made  to 
the  Senate  on  yesterday,  reporied  the  following  letter  of  his 
Excellency,  as  the  report  of  i^uid  c»ommittee,  and  beg  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  considerttiaa  of  the  subject. 

ExEcimvB  Defartwbht, 
Tallahassee,  12  February,  1^1. 

Sir — No  bonds  have  been  issued,  no  commissioner  appointed, 
and  I  have  been  anxiously  exp^ting  the  action  of  the  Legislative 
Council  uporv  my  communication  of  yesterday. 

I  am  Sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

.  ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Wm.  F.  Bnqjush,  Chairman  committee. 

Said  communication  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  T#rritory,  with  iiwtrucUoiis  to  report  to-morrow 
morning. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor^  a 
message,  which  was  referred  to  the  Condmiltee  on  the  State  ol 
the  Territory.    Also  a  message  from  th^  House  of  Representa- 
tives— which  was  ordered  for  io-moi;row. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  secret  sossion  on  certain  nomina- 
tions of  lira  Exceltency  the  Gcover&Dr->«on  motion  the  doors 
were  opened^and  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-monow. 


Saturday,  February  13y  1841.   • 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment   and  SatutdiJ^ 

proceedings  were  read.  ''*' 

Mr.  Dupont  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Teifi^ 

jtory  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Tei'fif ory  to  whem  were 
referred,  under  order  of  the  Senate,  two  •eoiVHnum<^lt<M}$/of  tM 
B«6eotive,  upon  the  subjeet  of  Ihe  iaaue  of  TecritomJ  Boads, 
in  order  to  carry  into  effect  certain  Resolutioiisih6iiiio&r^  pM9* 
tdJ^jr  Ihe  lisgifilatiiGe  OoQooil,  providing  for,  t)^  se^flkmesi  of 
the.oWiDi.of  oertaio  Aim)p«»  which  haa  boen,  eK^a^cl  in  thA 
saroil^of  Ui6  TerrUory,  havU^Mdeavored.ta/givf  4^  tb^  sub- 
JQOi  tbiH  amoim  t:oii8icieratiM^  wliich  its  impor^Bce  demanded. 
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Aeg  leav«  to  report : — That  by  tfie  terms  of  the  first,  second 
and  third  resolutions  nbove  alluded  to,  the  Executive  was  au- 
thorised and  requested  to  settle  the  claims  tlierein  Specified ; 
and  had  the  Legislative-  Council  taken  no  further  action  upon 
the  subject,  than  merely  to  have  passed  the  said  first,  second  and 
third  resolutions  the  Execetive  would  have  possessed  ample 
authority,  by  a  provision  of  the  act  of  February  10th,  A.  D., 
1838,  (under  which  these  claims  had  arisen)  to  hrtve  negociated 
a  loan  for  that  purpose.  But  the  Legislative  Council  bemg  fully 
aware  of  the  exhausted  state  of  the  Territorial  treasury,  and 
that  a  loan  based  uprin  a  pledge  of  theTerritorial  faith  could  not 
be  negociated  but  at  a  rumous  sacrifice,  appended  a  further  re- 
solve, prescribing  that  any  loan  that  niight  be  eflecied  should 
be  made  at  not  hsss  than  par.  The  object  then  of  this  last  res- 
elation  certainly  could  not  be  construed  into  a  requisition  upon 
the  Executive  to  make  "  forthwitti''  an  issue  ai  the  Bonds,  for 
th»  authority  he  already  possessed,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  above  refered  to ;  but  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that'a 
omch  more  rational  interpretation  of  the  said  last  re:^olution 
would  be.  that  the  Legislative  Council  did  not  contemplate  any 
issue  of  Bonds  at  this  time,  for  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  they 
would  so  far  trifie  with  the  hApes  of  their  fellow-citizens,  as 
to  make  the  liquidation  of  their  just  claims  dependant  upon  the 
sale  of  Florida  Bonds  at  par,  when  the  Bonds  of  no  State  in 
the  Union  now  command  their  par  value.  Such  a  supposition 
» indeed  prepr>sterous,  and  if  correctly  founded  would  say  as 
Jkte  for  the  intelligence  as  the  candor  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil ;  the  plain  and  obvious  intention  of  the  Legislature  in  passing 
the  resolutions  was  two  fold :  1st.  A  recoffnition  of  the  claims. 
Q(L  To  insure  by  the  said  act  of  recotmitien  a  successful  appeal 
to  the  general  government  for  an  early  settlement  of  the  same. 
'  The  Legislature  will  therefore  as  refered  to  by  the  Executive,, 
so  far  Irom  imposing  any  obligation  upt>n  him  to  make  an  issue 
of  Bonds  forthwith,  seems  U)  your  Committee  to  indicaie  pre- 
cisely the  reverse. 

If  the  Senate  shall  coioside  whh  the  views  of  the  Committer, 
then  it  would  seem  but  proj^er  that  resolutions  dectarutttry  of 
the  Legislative  wrll,  should  be  forthwith  passed,  and  presented 
to  his  Excellency  without  delay.  They  therefore  recommend 
the  adoption  ot  the  resolutions  accompanying  this  report. 

Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Legislative  Council,  That  his  Excol- 
lency  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  be  instructed  to  defer  the 
issuing  of  any  Territorial  Bonds,  for  the  pui  pose  of  raising 
money  to  meet  any  claims  against  the  Territory,  uni'l  the  said 
ciaiins  shall  have  been  presented  to  the  proper  department  of 
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the  General  Gover^mcof,  tnd  payment  of  the  sarme  U  absolutely 
refusei;!. 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  if  payment  of  any  such  claima 
shall  be  refused  by  the  General  Government,  then  it  may  be 
competent  for  the  Executive  to  issue  bonds  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  and  for  the  purposes  contemplated  by  the  acts 
now  in  force ;  provided,  that  all  noor^i^s  which  may  be  rai:<ed 
upon  any  such  oonds,  &hall  be  forthwith  deposited  in  the  Terri- 
torial Treasury,  to  be  drawn  out  only  on  the  warrants  of  tlie 
Governor,  or  by  special  act  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

C.  H.  DUPONT,  Chairman. 

D.  G.  M'LEAN. 
Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  Monday. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  require  specie  pay- 
ments and  to  provide  remedies  for  the  violation  of  cliarters  mi 
contracts  by  the  Banks  of  Florida,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
on  the  question  of  its  adoption,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  calM 
by  Messrs.  Livingston  and  Duval,  and  were : 

Yeas-^Mr.  President.  Messrs  Brockenbrough,  Dupont,  En- 
glish, Livingston,  McLean  and  Walker,  7. 

Nay — Mr.  Cooper. 

So  said  bill  passed— ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Monticello  Rai. 
Road  Company,  before  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
was  read  and  ordered  for  Monday. 

An  act  concerning  Indian  depredations,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses, before  passed  by  the  Senate  and  amended  by  the  Hoase  of 
Representatives,  was  ordered  for  Monday. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  certain  nominations 
of  his  Excellency  the  Governor ;  on  motion  the  door  was 
opened. 

Mr.  Livingston  moved  to  re-consider  a  bill  entitled,  an  act 
to  prevent  duelling.  On  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  by  Messrs.  English  and  Dupont,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrougb,  Dupont,  Li?* 
ingston,  McLean  and  Walker,  6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cooper  and  English,  2. 

So  the  motion  prevailed,  and  said  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  Monday,  12  o'clock. 
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Monday,  February  15, 1841. 

iTie  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  President  being  unable  to  attend  by  indisposition,  Mc 
Dupont  was  called  totheCftair. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  fi%cel!ency  the  Governor  *i 
oiesHage,  which  was  ordered  for  to-morrow*. 

The  Seaato  then  adiourned  until  to-morrow. 


TvESDAT,  February  16, 1841. 

The  Senafte  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and  yesterday's  pro< 
ceediogs  were  read. 

Mr.  Dui^al  a<]rrecable  to  previous  notice*  asked  and  obtsiined 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
Mechanics  Beneficial  Society  of  the  city  of  Tallahass^. — 
Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Territory,  on  Saturday  last,  in  relation  to  sundry  resolutions 
for  the  payment  of  the  troops  under  Col.  Robert  BroWn  and 
Major  Isaac  Garrison,  were  read,  for  which  Mr.  English  ofiered 
the  stowing  substitute : 

Resolved  by  the  Henate  and  House  of  RepresentativeB,  That 
the  Govemoriie  requested,  authorised  and  informed,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  settling  the  claims  for  troops  raised  in  East  Florida,  who 
served  under  Gol.  Robert  Brown  and  Major  Isaac  Garrison, 
not  to  settle  them  in  the  first  place  by  attemptin*^  to  arran^^e  or 
settle  the  claims  by  ti)e  negotiation  of  bonds  or  loans,  but  by 
applying  to  the  authorised  power,  to  settle  the  claims  in  Wash- 
ington,  and  on  their  refusal  so  to  do,  then  in  that  case  the  debt 
is  so  much  as- is  legally  authenticated,  by  the  joint  resolution, 
acknowledged  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  the  Governor 
is  authorised  to  settle  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meoning 
of  the  resolultons  which  was  according  to  the  sense  of  this  body 
to  have  first  required  by  (he  General  Government  to  settle  them. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
following  communication : 
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HOU^E  OF  RSPRESBNTATIVBS,  ) 

February  12,  1841.      \ 
(Extract  from  the  Jovrnal.) 

Mr.  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  tbe  stockholdcriof  ihe 
Union  Bank  of  Florida*  prayin/i;  that  that  bank  be  permitted  to 
sell  the  Territorial  Bonds  now  in  possession  of  that  bank,  below 
pai(.  Which  was  referred  to  the  Comniittee  on  Banks,  and  a 
copy  thereof  directed  to  bcsent  to  the  Senate  with  the  requevt 
of  the  House,  that  tliat  hodv  do  appoint  a  committee  to  deliber- 
ate with  the  Committee  on  fianks  on  said  memorial. 

Attest,         J.  H.  GIBSON,  Clerk. 

The  following  message  received  from  his  Excellency  on  yei- 
terday,  was  read. 

ExEcunvB  Depastment,  ) 
Tallahassee,  February  12,  1841.     ) 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida, 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  1  have  approved  the  following 
acts  of  the  Legislative  Council,  viz : 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Mandarin. 

An  act  to  incorporate  an  Academy  in  the  County  of  Leon, 
and  the  Trustees  thereof. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  first  Baptist  Church  at  Jackson* 
ville. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  establish  a  boarcL 
of  Port  Wardens  and  Commissioners  of  Wrecks  ior  the  port  of 
Apalachicola.** 

An  act  to  authorise  Daniel  Campbell  to  establish  a  fetry 
across  Escambia  river. 

An  act  to  incorporie  the  town  of  Jacksonville. 

A\^  act  to  authorise  Luther  Taylor  to  establish  a  ferry  across 
the  Escambia  River. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  declarin/x  Juniper  Creek,  in  Escam* 
bia  County  a  navigable  stream. 

An  act  to  allow  Lawrence  O'B.  Branch  to  practice  law  in 
tlu5  Courts  of  this  Territory. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID- 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
pasfed,  an  act  giving  the  riglu  of  lein  to  shipwright's,  material 
vnetK  <Stc.  in  this  Ternlory. 

Also  an  ant  to  provide  com pcnsnt ion  to  persons  saving  Impair-* 
ed  cotton.  Wliich  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Also  as  adopted  b;  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  resolu- 
tion before  ndopted  bv  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  the  publishing. 
HDd  compiling  of  the  Jaws  of  the  Territory  of  Fiorida^by  Jns, 
D.  Wcsleott,  Jr.  and  John  \\  Booth,  Epq. ' 
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**"  Mr.  Dupont  presented  the  petition  of  B.  F.  Whitner,  for  bal- 
ance due  for  public  printing  m  the  year  1840.  Which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  claims. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  certain  nominations  of 
Ws  Excellency  the  Governor— on  motion  the  door  was  opened. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  McLean  and  Livingston  were  appointed 
a  standmg  committee  on  nominations. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  February  IT,  184L 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and  yesterday^s 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Walker,  without   previous   notice,  asked  ann  obtninccr 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  execu- 
tors and  administrators  to  sell  real  estate  in  certain  cases,  and 
to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned,  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
message  informing  the  Senate  that  Messrs.  Brown,  Cone  and 
Thigpin  had  been  appointed  a  jomt  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  to  take  into  consideration  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
Senate  on  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  pa\ment  of  troops  in 
East  Florida,  commanded  by  Col.  Robert  Brown  and  Major 
Isaac  Garrison.  Messrs.  English,  Livingston  and  McLean 
were  appointed  said  cemmiliee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  ao  act  to  incorporate  the  Mechanics  Ben- 
eficial Society  of  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  was  read  a  second 
time  and  referred  to  tht  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Terri- 
tory. 

iThe  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
adopted,  a  resolution  appointing  the  fourth  of  March  next,  for  a 
final  adjournment  of  the  liCgislative  Council  Which  was  read, 
the  rule  waived,  and  adopted. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morroyir. 
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Thursday,  February  18, 1841. 

Tlie  Senate  met  pursuaQi  to  adjouromeDtt  aod  yesterday'^ 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  McLean  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  concerning  Roads, 
Highways  and  Ferries.     Which  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  Dupont  offered  the  following  Resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  Legislat:ve  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Flo^ 
rida^  That  our  Delegate  in  Cons^ress  be  requested  to  apply  to 
Congress  for  the  reapproprialion  of  the  unexpended  balance  of 
the  appropriations  for  the  civil  guvernvient  of  Florida,  for  the 
years  1838  and  1839. 

Also  the  following: 

Resolved  by  tlis  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Flo^ 
rida.  That  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be  requested  to  apply  to 
Coni^ress  for  the  reapproprialion  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  the 
unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  the  compilation 
of  the  Laws  of  Florida.  Which  were  read  and  ordered  for  to- 
day. 

T!1ie  same  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory^ 
reported  favorably  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  Mechanics  Beneficial  Society  of  the  city  of  Tallahassee. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Moniicel- 
lo  Rail  Road  Company.     Said  bills  were  ordered  for  to-day.  ^ 

Mr.  Edwards  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills,  reportecl 
as  correctly  enrolled,  an  act  concerning  Indian  depredations, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Dupont  this  morhmo:,  reijuest-^ 
ini;;  of  Congress  certain  reappropriations,  were  read  a  ieconA 
tiort*  and  adopted. 

Mr*  English  ofiered  the  following  resbiut'on : 

Resolvedt  That  the  Senate  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to. 
consult  with  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,'on  th^  sub-, 
ject  of  selecting  a  person  to  compile  the  laws  of  Florida,  ant 
to  report  on  the  propriety  of  compiling  the  laws. 

Wnlch  was  read. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Mechanics  Bert* 
eficial  Society  of  the  city  of  Tallahassee  was  read  a  second 
time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Monticello  Ral 
Road  Cotnpany,  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  aa 
passed  without  amendment,  an  act  to  amend  the  acts  in  reference  i 
10  the  Tallahassee  Fund. 
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Also  as  passed  with  amendments,  an  act  in  relation  to  public 
elections. 

On  motion  to  disagree  to  the  amendments  to  the  first  section 
to  change  the  time  of  holding  elections  from  "October,  1842,'* 
(o  *'  August,  1843,''  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Enzlish  and  Pelot,  and  were: 

Yeas*-*Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrougb,  Dupont,  Ed- 
wards and  Livingston,  6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cooper,  English,  Mcljean,  Pelot  and  Wal* 
ker,  6. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  disagree  to  said  amendments. 

On  motion  to  disagree  to  the  amendment  to  the  9th  section, 
Tiz:  to  strike  out  the  wards  ''or  any  voter  challensring,**  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Livingston  and  Pelot,  and 
were: 

Yeas-^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Cooper,  En- 
glish, Edwards  and  Pelot,  6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dupont,  Livingston,  McLean  and  Walker,  4.  * 

So  said  amendment  was  disaurreed  to. 

On  motion  said  bill  was  laid  on  the  tabic. 

Also  as  adopted,  a  memorial  to  Congress  for  mail  routs,  d(0. 
which  was  read. 

Also  as  passed,  an  act  to  authorise  the  Brunswick  and  Florida 
Rail  Road  Company,  incorporated  bv  the  Legislature  nf  the 
Sttte  of  GSeorflfia,  to  construct  a  Rail  ftoad  through  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  which  was  read. 

Also  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of 
Port  Lecm,  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory. 

Also  as  adopted,  a  resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Con- 
fess to  obtain  the  franking  privilege  ibr  the  Governor  of  this 
Territory,  which  was  reed 

Mr.  Dupont  ofl^ed  a  resolotion  instructing  the  Delegate  to 
•btain  from  Congress  an  appropriation  (lot  the  reconstruction  of 
bridgea  over  the  Oclockney  ajMl  Little  Rivers.  Which  wa« 
read. 

The  Senate  wetU  into  secret  session  on  Executive  nominattons 
•tmni  /notion  tlie  door  was  opened. 

Mr«  English  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled  an  aot 
to  change  the  mode  of  voting.  Which  was  read,  the  rule  wai- 
V'^'d,  and  on  its  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
lless's*  EnglUh^pd  Pdot,  and  were: 

Yeas — Mr.  Pf esideat,  Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Cooper,  £p* 
glish,  Edwards  and  Livingston,  6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Dupont,  McLean,  Pelot  and  Walker,  4« 

So  said  bill  passed-— ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 
•  The  SmsitQ  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 
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Friday,  February  19,  1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment^  and  yestordaj^t 
pnKiee»ling:s  were  read. 

Mr.  Brockenbrou;;li  offered  the  follo\viiig  resolutions: 

Resoloed,  Thai  the  Coaiiriitiee  on  the  Slate  of  the  Territory 
be  instructed  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  Audttor^s  and 
Treasurers  offices,  and  the  vouchers  and  books  of  the  same, 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

And  further  to  report  an  estimate  of  the  indebtedness  of  the 
Territory,  and  the  probable  amount  of  the  arrearages  due  from 
defaulting  officers,  which  may  be  collected  during  this  year,«iul 
the  amount  of  taxation  necessary  to  pay  the  current  expeosos, 
and  free  the  Territory  from  debt,  apart  from  its  Mifitary  expen- 
diture. 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Claims  be  instructed  to  cali 
upon  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Florida,  for  an  exbibitioa. 
of  the  accoiints  and  vouchers  of  the  Quartermaster  and  Pay- 
master's D(;partment  of  the  Florida  Militia,  and  that  the  same 
be  examined,  and  a  report  made  of  their  conditioa,  and  the 
present  amount  and  situaiion  of  the  funds  borrowed  by  the 
G*»vern'»r. 

Resohed,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  tiie  State  of  the  Territory 
be  insirucled  to  expinine  and  report  upoii  the  accounts  and 
voucht;rs  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Tallahassee  Fuod,  and 
the  $taie  of  the  Fund,  and  whether  or  not  the  same  will  be  ade- 
quate for  the  complelien  of  the  CapitoK 

Resoheij  That  the  Commiitee  on  the  Militia  be  instructed 
to  enquire  of  the  Governor  what  troops  or  officers  are  now  in 
the  service  or  pay  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  where  sta- 
tioned, and  how  employed,  and  the  propriety  of  dtsobarging  the 
same,  and  also  what  number  of  men  have  been  in  the  Territorial 
service  from  time  to  time,  diirim;  the  past  yean  and  how  many 
Indians  they  have  caught  or  killed,  and  how  many  of  those  cap- 
tured have  escaped,  and  wlietlier  such  treopsibare  beeo  efficient 
in  protecting  the  frontiers,  and  iiavc  tiad  such  discipline,  arms 
and  equipments,  as  have  rendered  them  capable  of  affbrdin^ 
sufficient  protection  to  the  frontiers. 

And  that  they  turther  be  'nslructed  to  enquire  of  the  Govern- 
or, whether  any  order  has  been  ^iven  during  the  last  summer  by 
any  officer  commanding  volunteers,  either  in  the  Florida  or  U^ 
S.  service,  to  siich  volunteers,  requiring  them  to  stay  at  their 
fesf^ective  homes,  and  attend  to  their  ordinary  avocations ;  ii 
gn,  wtiat  the  orders  were  when  given,  to  what  troops,  and  by 
whooiiandfur  what  object,  and  whetrie**  or  not  audi  orders^ 
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^ere  given  io  conformity  with  tlie  order  of  tbc  Secretanr  of  War 
or  any  officer  of  the  Regular  Army,  and  any  other  fects  con- 
kected  with  the  same,  which  may  throw  light  upon  the  subject. 
Of  to  tend  to  exculpate  sucii  officer  and  troops  from  the  reproach 
which  may  have  attached  lothenc^  by  the  issuing  of  such  orders 
during  the  continuance  of  Indian  murders  4nd  depredation!!. 

Which  were  ordered  for  to-day* 

The  sam43  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  an 
act  to  authorise  executors  and  administrators  to  sell  real  estate 
in  certam  cases,  and  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mcQtioned» 
with  amendments.     Said  bill  was  ordered  for  to-day. 

The  same  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  made  the  following 
report : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  to  which  was  referred  "  an  act  to 
abolish  the  Territorial  Treasury,  &c.,  with  instructions  to  report, 
Ofsrtain  amendments  to  the  same,  report: 

That  in  their  opiaion  the  amendments  cannot  be  made  with- 
out so  far  impairing  the  principle  and  olject  of  the  bill,  as  to 
Leave  the  subject  in  its  presept  situation ;  and  deeming  it  mex« 
pedient,  and  perhaps  impracticable  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of 
the  bill,  at  present  they  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

W.  H.  BROCKENBROUGH, 
Chairman  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion,  said  biU  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  same  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  made  the  fol* 
lowing  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  which  was  referred  a  bill 
•entitle^,  an  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  appertaining  to  Exe* 
eutions,  report; 

That  i^  their  opoinioa  the  legislation  proposed  by  the  bill  in 
inexpedient,  and  they  pray  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration. 

W.  H.  BROCKENBROUGH,  Chairman. 

Said  bill  was  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Dupont  from  the  Commiiioe  on  the  State  of  tlie  Territory 
repotted  favorably  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  city  of  Porl  f^on. 

Mr.  English  from  a  joint  select  cx»mraittee,  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  certain  Resoluti.ms  for  payment  of  troops  in 
East  Florida,  commanded  by  Col.  Robert  Brown  and  Major 
IsaacGarrism,  offered  a  substitute  for  the  same.  Which  wae 
ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  following  resolution: 

Resnfved,  That  the  Senate  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to 
oeosittlt  with  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Uooae,  on  the  sub- 

11 
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jectof  selecting  a  person  to  compile  the  Laws  of  Florida,  anil 
report  on  the  propriety  of  compih'n^  the  Laws. 

Which  was  amendecf  by  substituting  the  woids,  revise  amJ 
revising,  instead  of  compile  and  compiling. 

Which  was  read  a  third  time  and  adopted. 

Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Dupont  and  Pefot  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Mechanics  Ben- 
eficial Society  of  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  was  read  a  third  timer 
and  passed-^ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  bt  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Monticello  Rail 
Road  Company,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  without 
amendment — ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  memoriaf  to  Congress  for  maif  routs,  &c.  was  read,  and 
copies  ordered. 

An  act  to  authorise  the  Brunswick  and  Florida  Rail  Road 
Company,  incorporated  by  the  Legrslature  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, to  construct  a  Rail  Road  th?oagh  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
was  read  a  second  tnne  and  copies  ordered. 

A  resolution  instructing  the  Deregate  to  obtain  from  Congress  - 
an  appropriation  for  the  re-construction  of  bridges  over  the  Oc- 
lockney  and  Little  Rivers,  was  read  a  second  time  and  adopted.. 

The  resolutions  offered  by  Mr,  Brockenbrough  this  rooming 
were  again  read  and  adopted. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  English 
in  the  chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  executors 
and  administrators  to  sell  real  estate  in  certain  cases,  and  to  re« 
peal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned.  After  some  time  spent  io 
Its  consideration,  tlie  committee  rose,  and  reported  snid  bill  as* 
amended.     Which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  Monaay. 

An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  appertaining  to  Executionsy 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

An  act  to  incorporate  tlie  city  of  Port  Leon^  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed — ordered  that  the  title  be 'above. 
•  The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  February  20,  18  41. 
The  Senate  met  pursuaot  to^adjouromeot  and  yesterday^  pro^ 
oeedings  were  read. 
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Mr.  English  asked  leave  ef  the  Senate  to  be  absent  <lurii^ 
the1)alance  of  the  session,  from  and  after  Thursday,  25th  instant. 
Wiiich  was  granted. 

Mr. Duval  asked  and  obtained  leave,  agreeable  toprevious  r«o* 
tice,  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  cntiileJ,  an  act  to  authorise  a  lot*> 
^ry  to  raise  the  sum  of  $50,000,  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  and 
build  a  City  Hall  in  the  city  of  Tallahassee.  Wiuch  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time«  and  ordered  for  Monday. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  Monday,  13  oV:Iock. 


Monday,  February  22,  1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  there  being  qo 
quorum  present,  Mr.  Edwards  was  called  to  the  chair. 

On  motion  the  invitation  of  the  Tallahassee  Debating  Society 
to  attend  the  celebration  of  this  day  was  accepted. 

The  Senate  tiicn  adjourned  until  half- past  3  o'clock. 


RALV-PAST  THRisE  O^CIX>CK. 

The  Senate  rnet  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  a  quorum 
%eing  present. 

Mr.  Cooper  ofiered  a  petition  from  thecititens  of  East  Flar* 
ida,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  a  select  committee.  Messrs. 
Cooper,  English  and  Livingston  were  appointed  said  committee. 

A  memorial  to  Congress  for  mail  routs,  &c.  was  read  a 
second  time,  amended  ai«d  adopted. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  McT^ean 
in  the  chair,  on  an  act  to  authorise  the  Brunswick  and  Florida 
Rail  Road  Company,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  oJ  the 
State  of  Georgia,  to  construct  a  Rail  Road  through  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida  ;  after  some  time  spent  in  its  consideration  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  amended.    On  its  pas- 
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sagfe  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Pelot  and  Coopcrt 
and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Afessrs^  Dupont,  EngHsh,  Edwards, 
Livingston,  JlfcLean  arrd  Walker — 7. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cooper  and  Pelot — 2, 

So 'said  bill  passed — ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorise  a  lotter}%  to  raise  the 
funn  of  $.50,80p  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  and  build  a  city  halt 
in  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  ivas  read  a  third  time.  On  its  pa!^ 
sage  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  ^essers.  English  and 
Pelot;  and  were, 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Afessrs.  Edwards  and  Livingston — 3. 

Navs — Messrs.  Cooper,  Dupont,  English,  McLean,  Pelot  and 
Walker— 6. 

So  said  bill  was  lost. 

An  act  to  authori'st  eiecutors  and  administrators  to  sell  real 
dstate  in  certam  caces,  and  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  men* 
tioned,  was  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

.     The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  message,  viz : 

Executive  Department,  > 
Tallahassee,  February  19,  1841.      ') 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida* 

I  respectfnily  inform  vou  that  I  have  approved  the  following 
actsot  the  Legislative  Council: 

I.  An  act  to  organise  the  St.  AugHstine  City  Guards. 

II.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  M.  H.  jifartin. 

III.  An  act  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  const.tuting  a  lK)ar4 
of  Wardens  and  Commissioners  of  Pilotage  and  Wrecks  for 
the  Port  of  Jacksonville,  and  other  places  therein  named. 

IV.  An  act  to  extend  the  powers  jf  the  Port  Warden*  for 
the  port  of  Pensacola. 

V.  An  act  to  chadge'the  time  cf  holding  the  County  Court 
of  Walton  county. 

VL  An  act  to  incorporate  the  New  Orleans,  Florida  and  At* 
lantic  Transportation  Cimi»any  in  Florida,  and  for  other  pur« 
^oses.    ' 

VIL  A  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to' bridges  on  Um 
mail  root  from  Tallahassee  to  Pensacola. 

VJII.  A  preamble  and  resolutions  rebtive  to  the  wido^  of  tlie 
late  Afajor  Dade. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID, 
Also  the  following :  ^ 
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ExCCntVlS  DfiTAAniBNT,        ) 

TaUiihassee,  February  22,  1840.  ) 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

Since  my  late  message  upon  the  subject  ol  Colonel  Robert 
Brown's  and  Major  Isaac  Garrison's  claims  in  behalf  of  iheir  reg- 
iment and  battalion,  and  after  the  Council  had  refused  to  take 
action  thereon,  I  was  applied  to  in  the  most  earnest  manner  to 
issue  the  bonds,  which  the  Council  had  been  informed  by  a  mes- 
sage I  was  prepared  to  execute. 

In  the  iTi^urium,  however,  1  had  received  the  enclosed  letter 

from  the  Hon.  Madison  C.  Livingston,  which  is  herewith  trans- 

'  nnltted  to  the  Council  With  letters  from  tiic  Hon.  J.  C.  Pelot,  J. 

G.  Cooper,  and  others,  members  of  the  Council  from  East 

Florida. 

I  subiiit  to  the  Legislative  Council,  if  it  might  hot  be  propcr.be- 
fore  the  Executive  complies  with  the  resoloiions  already  adopted, 
to  cause  an  investigation  to  be  made  into  the  imputatations  and 
charges  coDtained  in  the  communication  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston. 

it  seems  to  me  to  be  due  to  the  claimants  to  the  parties  as-* 
failing  and  defending  them,  and  to  the  character  of  East  Florida. 

The  investiffation  might  be  made  by  a  commissioner  or  com- 
missioners to  be  appointed  by  the  Legislative  Council,  or  the 
Executive. 

If  these  claims  be  just,  as  the  resolutions  recently  passed  una- 
imously  by  the  Legislative  Council  suppose  them  to  be,  they 
should  be  promptly  and  immediately  settled,  if  they  are  unjust 
let  those  who  are  in  possession  of  the  proofs,  have  an  opportu- 
^hity  to  present  them. 

I  have  requested  the  House  to  transmit  to  your  honorable 
'iK>dy,  the  original  cerrespondence  (after  having  read  the  same) 
•for  your  infomiiation. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Wiiich  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Also  the  foilowii^ : 

ExEcimvB  Department,        ) 
Tallahassee,  February  22,  1841.  ) 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  herewith  r6ti!irn  ^  an  aet  corfcidmiAg  Indian  deprtdatioiiA  and 
for  other  purposes.** 

It  will  he  perceived  that  in  the  first  ieotion  the  GovscBorud 
Legislative  Council  are  authorised  to  appoint  **  by  nBiiuaHy''(  a 
'board  of  commlssioaers,  &€.  which  it'  ii^presuined  is  a  aiistake  ; 
If  intended  to  read  **^bttonually,'^  th^t  would  be  itapractieaUe, 
^  the  Legislative  Coonoil  aits  but  once  a  year. 
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Wh^n  the  proper  correction  is  made  the  act  will  be  approved. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 


ciary. 

Also  tlie  following: 


•e>' 


EXBCUTITE  DbPARTBCEITT,  ) 


Talhihassec,  February  22,  1841. 
To  the  Leglilative  Council  of  Florida : 

It  is  known  to  you,  that  Harmon  G.  Harlan  was  broken  up 
and  his  family  murdered,  during  tlie  past  year,  by  the  Indians ; 
he  has  requested  me  to  apply  to  you,  in  his  behalf,  for  your 
friendly  interposition  with  Congress,  for  his  relief.  He  states 
the  amount  o(  his  losses  to  be  four  thousand  dollars. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  certain  nominations  of 
of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

On  motion  tlie  doors  were  opened. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  February  23,  1841. 

The  Senate  mat  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  yesterday's 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Edwards  from  the  committee  on  enrollments,  reported 
as  correctiv  enrolled,  certain  resoluti^ins  for  the  payment  of 
troops  in  £last  Florida  under  Col.  Robert  Brown  and  Major 
Isaac  Garrison.     "  -n       ••  . 

Also  a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  to  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Sutcs  in 
Congress  assembled.  .     m  «  i. 

Also  an  act  to  amend  the  act  in  reference  to  the  Tallahassee 

Fund.  ,      ,    .\  II       1 

An  act  to  authorise  executors  and  admrnistraton  t*  sell  real 

estate  in   certain  cases,  and  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mea- 

lioQed,  waa  read  a  third  time  and  passed— ordered  that  the  title 

The  Senate  went  ato  commUtee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Walkar 
tn  the  chair,  on  an  act  concerning  Roads,  Highways,  and  Fer- 
ries.   After  seme  lima  spent  in  consideration  of  the  nnae,  the 
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committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  feavc  tobe  dia 
charged  from  its  further  oonsideralion.  Said  bill  was  referred 
U^ihe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Repiesentatives,  as 
indefirMiely  postponed,  the  following : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  an  act  concerning  Dower. 

Also  a  resolution  explanatory  of  certain  resolutions  for  the 
payment  of  troops  in  East  F^lorirla. 

Also  an  act  to  establish  a  court  for  the  trial  of  crimes  and 
misdemeanors  committed  by  slaves  hii6  free  persons  of  color. 

Also  an  act  to  prevent  breaehes  of  the  peace  and  more  effec- 
tually to  preserve  order. 

aUo  an  act  to  change  i\\e  mode  of  voting. 

Also  as  passed,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  in- 
corporate the  city  of  Apalachicola.  Which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  and  ordered  for  lo-morrow. 

Also  as  adopted,  a  memorial  to  Congress,  &g.  Which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory) 
..  A  certain  preamble  and  resolutions,  reported  by  a  joint  select 
committee,  as  a  substitute  for  certain  resolutions  explanatory  of 
certain  resolutions,  before  adopted,  for  the  payment  of  troops 
commanded  by  Cof.  Robert  Brown  and  xlfajor  Isaac  Garrison^ 
was  again  read  ;  en  the  question  of  laying  it  on  the  table,  the 
y^as  and  nays  were  called  by  ilfessrs.  Dupont  and  English,  and 
were; 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  -Sfessrs.  Brockcnbrough,  Dupont,  Ed- 
wards, Livingston,  JlfcLean  and  Walker,  7. 

Nays — Afessrs.  Cooper,  English  and  Pelot,  8. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 

?issed,  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  secure  to  the  people  of  this 
erritory  a  sound  currency.     Which  was  read  a  first  and  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  message : 

ExEcirrrvB  Depa.rtmbnt,  ) 
Tallahassee,  Februaiy  23,  18il.  \ 
Sir: — I  wish  to  withdraw  a  message  sent  to  the  Senate  yes- 
terday, upon  the  subject  of  the  bill  providins;  for  the  invesii^ra- 
tton  of  claims  for  losses.  When  that  message  was  penned.  I 
gave  the  meaning  of  semi- annually^  to  the  word  **  bienniall y,*^ 
through  some  strani^e  inadvertence  and  wrong  direction  of 
thought.  The  bill  wants  correction  owly  in  its  orthography, 
and  if  returned  to  me,  will  be  approved. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfulh  ,  your  ob*t.  serv'i., 
ROBERT  "RAYMOND  REUX. 
Hon.  Wx.  P.  Duval,  President  Senate. 
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Mi\  Urockenbroiigh  frnrn  t(i«  Cj>mnFiti(ee  on  the  Judiciary,  ig 
wtiiHin  waa  refurr^d  tlie  reHolution  of  Mv.  ll^^\tsU  ntqwrln^  the 

scl^ctiim  ijf  a  propor  pers  la  to  revise  llic  law-*  rjf  this  Tcrnlory, 
repx't  rtiindry  redtilmJim^  appoioiiri  j  Hm,  W^ii,  M^Kvm  iti  per- 
fjrm  iJiut  daty.     Wliicli  were  roiid  and  adopted. 
The  Scnntc;  then  adjuumed  muil  io-inorvow. 


w 

VVednkrhay,  February  24»  194K 

The  SeivaLe  niel  pursuant  tu  adjournmciit,  and  yesterday'^ 
proceed Ni^iTii  were  read, 

Mr.  Peli>l  asked  und  obtained  leave,  witliout  previous  noticet 
to  intri^diiee  a  bill  to  be  enlitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  3d  .section 
of  an  act  to  estabhsh  two  terms  of  the  l^uperior  Court  in  Co* 
lumb'a  Citunry,  vvh:ch  wfis  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  or* 
dered  tWriu-d.iy. 

Mr.  Bruckenbrou^ili  offered  memorial  of  the  people  of  Calhoun 
CiJtiiity  to  Con^r^'ss  fnr  the  fbruficalion  of  certain  portions  of 
the  cuasiis  of  riorida,  therein  named.  Which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Com mn toe  on  the  Static  of  the  Territory 

Mr,  DujvraU  fn^m   ttie  Comndttce  on  tJie  State  of  the  Terri- 
tory, reported  favorably  on  the  memoria!  before  passed  by  the 
House  of  Re prei?enta lives,  in  i elation  to  the  grievances  of  ihe* 
people  of  Florida.     Which   report   was  received  and  ihe  me- 
niorial  placed  among  flic  orders  of  to-day. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  ihft 
city  of  Apalachicola,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed — ot- 
dered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  vverrt  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Walker 
in  ih^  chair,  on  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  secure  to  the  peo- 
pie  ©r  this  Territory  a  sound  currency.  After  some  time  spent 
ill  its  consideration,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  said  bill 
with  ah  but  the  enaciinjr  clause  stricken  oat,  and  as  a  substitute 
for  aaid  bill  I  an  act  betbre  passed  by  the  Senatei  entitled  an  act 
to  require  specie  payments  and  to  provide  remedies  for  the  vio- 
idUoti  of  charters  and  contracts  by  the  Banks  of  Florida,  with 
the  title  of  the  House  bilk  Ou  the  question  of  concurrini^  m 
thp  rep:iri  of  the  committee,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ca!lcd  by 
Me-^ars.  Pelot  an;i  Cooper,  and  were  :  . 

Yea^ — Mr.  Pjesideni,  Me^^sis,  Brockenb rough,  Dupontt  Ed-  - 
^ards,  Livingston  and  McLean,  7.  « 
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Nays — Messrs.  Cooper,  English,  Pelot  and  Walker,  4. 

Oo  the  passage  of  said  substitute,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
dialled  by  Messrs.  Pelot  and  Cooper,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrousfh,  Dnpont,  En- 
glish, Edwards,  Livingston,  McLean  and  Walker,  8. 

Nays-^M^srs.Cooper  and  Pelot,  S. 

So  said  bill  passed  with  the  title  of  the  bllt  of  the  House  t( 
Representatires. 

An  act  to  amend  the  third  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  »6t 
to  establish  two  terms  of  the  SuJ^rior  Court  in  Columbia  county 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed — ordered  that  the  title  be  as 
above. 

A  Tnemeria4  to  </ongress,  before  adopted  fcy  the  House  of 
ReprcsentatiTes,  oii  the  subject  of  Florida  grievances,  was  ot*- 
dered  for  to-morrow. 

An  act  io  relation  to  pttUtcelectkms  was  again  taken  up. 

On  motion  to  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Hcmse  as  to 
the  time  of  holding  electrons ;  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  hj 
Messrs.  E3i»gHsh  and  Cooper,  and  were : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Cooper,  English,  McLean,  Pebt  and  Walket 
**— 5. 

Nays— ^Mf.  President,  Mesirrs.  Brockenbrough.  Dupont,  Ed* 
wards  and  Livingston — 5. 

So  the  Senate  refased  to  concdr  in  said  amendments. 

The  «(ber  amendments  were«oncwred  in. 
•    Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Pelot,  for  ac^oornment.  the  yeas  and  najrs 
were  ealitd  toy  Messrs.  Brockevihroijgh  and  Dupont,  and  were-: 

lia^s — Mv.  President,  Messrs.  Brookenbrough',  Dupont,  Eng- 
lish, fidwards,  Livingston,  McLean  and  Walker-^S. 

Yeat'^  Messrs.  Oooffft  and  Pelot— 4^ 

On  motion  to  insert  in  said  bill  the  first  Monday  in  October, 
the  yeas  aiad  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Btockenbrough  and 
Livingston, and  were: 

Vea^-*^— Mr.  President,  Mesars.  Brockeabrou^,  Dupont,  Cd- 
Warob,  Livingston,  McLean  and  Walker — 7. 

Nays—Messrs.  Cooper,  English  and  Pe)ot-^3. 
-'  So  flpaid  amendment  was  made 

Mr.  Dupont  preseated  a  memorial  of  Jabet  B.  Suit  and  Pat- 
aiek  Ken  which  wasrefered  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Brockenbroucjh  introdfieed  by  leave  of  the  Senate  ati 
aot  for  the  irolief  of  the  Tallahassee  KtiA  Boa«J  Company,  which 
was  read  and  refe.ed  to  the  Comnwttee  on  Claims. 
-  The  j^aielhtft oc^ourned until  to-morrow. 

'  ^« 
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Thursday,  February  25,  184K 

The  Senate  met  pursuaat  to  adjauro«7)enC,  and  yesterday's 
froceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Walker  from  the  Cemmittee  on  Claims  made  the  follow* 
ing  report : 

Tl^  Committee  on  Claims  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition 
of  Gen.  Thos.  Brown,  report ; 

That  from  satisfaotary  testimony,  produced  by  the  petitioner, 
it  appears  that  at  the  request  of  a  committee  of  a  former  L^is-' 
lative  Council,  be  readered  important  and  laborious  service  m 
the  years  1833,  1834  and  1835,  in  adjusting  and  arranging  the 
afihirs  of  what  is  ternned  tlie  Tallahassee  Fund. 

And  it  appearing  from  a  document  executed  by  a  former  com- 
missioner o^^said  Tallahassee  Fuad,  that  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
dollars,  the  amount  claimed  by  the  petitioner,  was  fixedupon  aa 
compensation  tor  said  services ;  the  committee  advise  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution,  allowing  the  petitioner  that 
amount  in  a  judgniient  which  stands  a^^iost  him  at  the  suit  of 
the  commissioner  of  said  fund. 

GEO.  WALKER,  Chairman. 

Resolved  by  the  Chvemor  and  Legislative  Council  of  FTor^ 
idOf  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  Tallahassee  Fund  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  enter  credit  of  eight  hitndred  dollars 
on  a  jud£:ment  oblained  against  Gen.  Thosi  Brown  by  a  former 
cominissioaer,  in  the  Superior  Court  of  Leon  county  ;  and  that 
said  credit  be  considered  as  having  beeo  made  on  the  first  day 
.of  January,  1835. 

Wiiich  report  was  received,  and  said  resolution  adopted. 

The  same  from  the  same  committee,  begged  leave  to  be  dis* 
ehpr£:ed  from  the  further  consideration  of  a  petition    of  B.  F., 
relief  of  the  Tallahassee  Rail  Road  Company,  without  amend* 
ment,  which  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  today. 

The  same  from  the  same  cooimittee,  to  whom  was  refered 
the  memorial  of  Jabez  B.  Bull  and  Patrick  Kerv  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  said  memorialists,  which  w«is  read  a  first  an4 
second  iMue  and  ordered  for  to^lay. 

Mr.  Dupont  from  the  Committee  oft  the  State  of  the  Terri- 
tory, made  the  following  report ; 

Tiie  Committee  op  the  State  of  the  Territory,  to  wluxa  was 
referred,  by  order  of  the  Senate,  "  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  Florida,"  representing  the  exposed  and  de- 
fen^elef^s  condition  of  the  sea-board  of  Florida,  and  calling  u[v 
on  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  establish  such  wcuM 
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of  defenoe,  ms  wUiinsure  a  reasonable  protection  to  the  citieent 
of  the  Territory,  beg  leave  t« report: 

That  they  have  maturely  considered  the  representations  and 
suggestions  embodied  in  the  memorial,  and  hesitate  not,  to  pro- 
nounce them  net  only  just  and  true,  but  of  the  most  vital  and 
absorbing  mterest  to  the  whole  Territory.  "  The  signs  of  the 
times'*  are  ominous  of  trouble — the  political  horizon  bears  a 
ft*owning  aspect,  that  portends  a  coming  storm — the  whole  line* 
of  our  nnanime  frontier  is  little  less  than  totally  defenceless,  and 
jeur  committee  believe  that  the  subject  as  set  forth  in  the  me^ 
morial,  cannot  be  too  frequently  or  too  urgently  pressed  upoa: 
the  attention  of  the  General  Government,  whose  solemn  duty  it 
is  to  afford  protection  to  its  citizens.  They  therefore  recom« 
mend  that  the  n^morial  be  adopted,  and  that  properly  authentic 
eated  copies  thereof  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  the  President 
elect  of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the  Senate,  the 
Speaker  of  itie  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  Ihe  Deit^gate 
in  Congress. 

C.  H.  DUPONT,  Chairman. 
Which  was  read  and  concured  in,  and  said  memorial  adopted. 
The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Represeutatives  the' 
Allowing  message : 

House  of  Representatives,  } 
'  February  23,  l?4l.         ] 

The  House  order ed^  that  the  enclosed  Message,  No.  4,  to- 
Aether  witn  the  accompanying  letters  be  transmitted  to  the 
Senate 

Attest.  JAMES  H.  GIBSON,  Clerk. 

.  Which  was  read  and  with  accompanying  documents  ordered 
for  to-morrow. 

Also  as  passejd,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorise  Isham 
Blake  and  John  D.  Parish  to  execute  certain  deeds  and  for  other 
purposes,  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  refered 
tt>  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also  as  a  substitute  for  an  act  to  aid  the  administration  of 
Justice  in  t  e  Southern  District  of  Florida,  before  passed  by 
the  Senate,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  enititled  an  act  concerning 
Jurors  in  the  Southern  District  and  for  other  purposes,  which 
substit^e  was  received  by  the  Sepate^ 

Also  as  adopted,  without  amendment,  a  resolution  appoint- 
iDg  the  Hon.  Wm.  Marvin  to  revise  the  Laws  of  Florida. 

Also  as  adoptef]|  without  amendment,  a  certain  resolution  in 
Illation  to  the  educating  of  poor  children. 

Also  as  adopted,  a  resolution  for  the  payment  'of  ccrtairi 
troops  therein  namjsd,  which  was  read  and  refered  to  the  com» 
mittee  on  claims. 
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•  AIff>  as  adopted,  a  prtamble  and  reaolutioil,  roqoetHmg  tK» 
General  Goverament  to  make  an  appropriatioQ  for  the  building 
df  a  Ljght-ii#u8eoa  Cape  St.  Blas»  which  was  read,  the  ided 
waved^and  adopted^ 

Also  as  passed,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  aa  aot  regutatiog  the* 
fee»of  jailors  in  this  Territory »  which  was  read« 

Also  as  passed,  an  act  to  repeal  the  4th  seotioa  of  ao  act  en-' 
titled  an  aot  ta  aniiend  an  act,  passed  January  81, 1838,  entitledi 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Apaincbioola,  approved  March 
3, 1830,  which  was  read  a  first  am  second  tim^  and  refered  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also  as  passed,  an  act  to  amend  an  aot.eotkted  ac  aot  con^ 
cenuBg  the  appoiotmeot  and  jurisdjctioo  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace.  Which  was  read  a  first  and  second  tinM*  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  oa  the  Judiciary. 

Also  as  adopted,  a  preamisie  and  resolution  in  rdatioo  to  tlie^ 
Bank  of  Jacksonville,  before  adopted  by  the  Smate. 

Also  as  passed,  with  amendments,  an  act  to  provide  foi^  the 
recording  marks  and  brsnds  of  cattle  butchered  m  the  counties 
of  Escambia  and  Washington*  and  for  other  purposes.  Whijch 
was  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Also  as  passed,  an  act  to  iacorporate  the  Tampa  Bay  an^ 
St.  Johns  Kail  Road,  Canal  and  Steamboat  Company.     Which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Territory. 

Also  as  passed,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Hamilton  Academy 
in  the  county  of  Hamilton.  Which  was  read  a  first  and  second* 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges. 
•  Also  as  passed,  an  act  before  passed  by  the  Senate,  entitled, 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  Mechanics  Beneficial  Society  of  the 
city  of  Tallahassee. 

Also  as  passed,  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Tola 
and  St.  Joseph  Canal  and  Rail  Road  Company.  Which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Slate  of  the  Territory.        ; 

Also  as  adopted,  a  resolujtion'  before  passed  by  the  Senate^ 
requiring  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  procure  an  appropriation 
for   the  repairing  of  bridges  across  the  Oclockney  and  Little^ 
Rivers. 

Also  as  adopted,  a  resolution  before  adopted  by  the  Senate, 
requesting  our  Delegate  in  Congress  to  procure  the  m-appropri- 
aliori  of  certain  funds  before  appropriated. 

A  memerial  of  the  Legislative  Council  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Unitea  States  in  Cengresa  as- 
sembled, in  relation  to  Florida  grievances,  was  again  read. 

On  the  question  of  itspassarje,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
by  Mcisrs.  Cooper  and  Dupont,  and  were : 
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Yeafl-<-^r4  Prewdleilt,  Messrs.  Brookeabroi^^hy  Dujlont,  En- 
glish, Edwnrdsy  Livinffton*  McLean,  Peiot  aod  Walker — 9. 

Nay — Mr.  CoopeiH*l. 

So  aaid  riAemorial  wa^  actopted. 

Aq  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Tallahassee  Rail  Road  Ocnpany, 
was  again  read  aad  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

An  act  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  ^  Jahez  B.  Bm)1 
ane  Patrick  Kerr,  was  again  read  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Eicellency  the  Governor  the 
following  message : 

ExBctrnvs  Die? artibuit,  ) 
Tallahassee,  February  26,  1841.      ) 
T#  the  LigUls^we  C0unc{t  cf  Fhrida. 

I  respectfully  infbtm  you,  that  I  h%ve  approiFed  the  feJIofling 
acts  of  the  Legislature : 

L  An  act  concerning  Indian  diSpredatioas»  and  for  ^Afaer  pur* 
poses. 

II.  As  act  to  amend  the  acts  in  rei^renoe  to  Ihet  TallabaBSoe 
Fond. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 


Emcirrmi  DttaansaiiVri 


Whioh  was  lead. 
Also  the  iollofl^iag : 


Tallahasage,  Feb.  24in,  1641^      [ 

Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  return  to  you,  the  preamble  ana  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
the  adffiiniatratot  of  James  W»  Exum^  late  Marshal  #f  Well 
FtoridSt  with  the  objeotion  that  the  tieanUition  apj^priates^a  si^m 
of  money  to  the  administrator  wliAch  he  has  no  right  to  claim* 
According  to  the  statements  of  the  preamble  and  iSe  facts  eon* 
tained  io  the  original  papers,  which  I  bav6  esaioined,  tha  baU 
ance  upon  the  lK)oks  ot  the  Treasury  with  the  late  i^rshal 
skanid  tie  Bslnilted  Bat  he  is  not  ontitled  to  a  dollar  ftom  the 
Treasury,  nor  does  the  petitioning  adflsiaisirat^r  claim  any 
thiagi''  ' 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Witicb  WHS  mad  atid  kid  M  thidi  table. 

Also  the  following : 

TaUahasaeo*:Fob^22»194i.         \ 
Sb  th9Legi9!mtiwe  Council^ Fimiia: 

HeiQWich  i  transmit  exftracta  from  a  leUe?  froai:  CsL  Blaek^ 
Ifoni^  of  the  FlarHbt  Yoliuitecsar  veoaatiy  ioaoived  m  this  De^ 
i^partmentt 

^  Theno  are  oChar  subjects  wlach  I  wiah  to  briog  beibio  yoUr 
dWwbMi  ihope  yoai  wall  immodiaisly^JAy  belwoyoof  jjiigji^' 
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lature.  DuHb^  the  three  monthB  Capt.  Bttie  and  his  compan  jr 
served  in  the  United  States  service^he  had  in  his  company  tw<^ 
frienaly  Indians,  namely :  John  Perrymaa  and  Joe  Miller;  the 
mustering  cffficer  said  ^e  could  not  recognise  tham  as  a  part  of 
the  compahy ;  consequently  they  have  not  received  one  cent  for 
their  services.  They  rendered  good  service  to  my  knowledge, 
and  should  be  paid  by  the  Territory,  If  they  are  paid,  tlwy 
can  be  made  valuable ;  they  are  well  acauainted  with  that  sec^ 
tion  of  country  occuped  by  the  Creek  band,  they  are  also  ac- 
quainted with  the  warriors  composing  this  party,  andean  be  of 
signal  service  in  trailing  them  op,  and  gettmg  them  to  come  in 
and  give  lip." 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  asi- 
passed,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Cherry  Lake  Academy  in  the 
county  of  Madison.  Which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Schools  and  Colleges.  -' 

Also  as  passed,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  approved  oa 
the  8th  day  of  February,  18S8,  entitled,  an  act  to^ncorperate 
the  Tropical  Plant  Company  of  Florida.  Which  was  fead  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory. 

Also^s  passed,  a  bill  to  beehtitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
to  incorporate  the  city  of  Peosaoota,  approved  March  2i,  1839, 
was  read,  the  rule  waived,  and  passed — ordered  tbst  the  titie 
be  as  above. 

Also  as  unanimously  adopted,  certain  resolutions,  before 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  Gen.  Thos..  Brown. 

Also  their  concurrence  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  an 
act  in  relation  to  public  elections. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  certaia  «ominati^naP 
of  bis  Excellency  the  6overnor--^a  motion  the.  door  waa 
opened.  '    • 

Mr.  Brockenbrough,  from  the  Committee  on  tha  Judiotarf 
made  the  following  report:  <      -j    .       . 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  which  was  referred  an  aal^ 
passed  by  the  House  ef  Representatives,  entitled,  ''an  act  to 
authorise  Isham  Blake  and  John  D.  Pariah  to  exeonte  oertaio 
deeds,  and  for  other  purposes,**  report : 

That  in  iM  opinion  of  this  committee,  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil  is  incompetent  to  enable  one  person  to  make  titles  to  another 
person's  property,  &  that  in  thia  case  If  the  legal  title  hai  v^ldt- 
in  the  infent  heirs,  no  action  of  this  body  can  legally  diveatit. 
But  if  a  bona  fide  sale  was  made  \n  the  life  time  of  the  aneeat«r»' 
which  the  committee  does  not  doubt,  a  Court  of  Ohaoeeiy 
will  have  power  on  a  propir  casemade  to  decree  valid  tiltep* 
The<)Oaimittee  bate«l80'bMn  ttifonnod»  that  in  this  oaae  a  d##. 
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^9m  tned*  and  dtKvtred  in  the  life  time  of  the  Tenders  of  the 
tots,  and  thdt  the  same  has  been  lost,  and  that  evidence  exisis  of 
the  fact,  if  such  be  the  case,  a  copy  of  the  deed  can  be  establish- 
ed of  equal  force  with  the  original  at  little  expense  undqr  the  act 
for  e8tablishin|;  lost  deeds  and  papers. 

The  Committee  is  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  fairness  and  just- 
Detsof  the  present  case  but  is  of  opinion  the  Legislation  of  the 
character  proposed  is  calculated  to  open  tCie  door  to  fraud  and 
collusion.  The  proceedings  before  the  Council  are  exparte  be- 
fore the  Courts  all  must  be  Represented  and  the  subject  fully 
examined  before  a  decree  can  be  made. 

The  cooimitlee  therefore  recommend  that  the  bill  be  not 
pasted 

WM.  H.  BROCKENBROUGH. 
Chairman  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

Which  was  copcurred  inland  said  bill  indefipitely  postpone^* 

The  same  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  4# 
msoertain  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Florida  upon  the  proprie- 
1\  of  going  into  a  State  Government.  Which  was  read  and  or- 
clered  to  te  printed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  uptil  to«morrow. 


&ATu»DATi  February  27, 184 1.  . 

Tlie  Senate  met  panuaot  toadioartfment  and  tlie  proceodinga 
of  Thursday  and  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Livingston  from  the  Committee  an  Schools  and  CnP'^fres 
reported  fiivorablv  on  an  act  to  incorporai,e  Hamilton  Ac:  ie  ny 
in  the  county  of  Haipiiton. 

Also  an  ant  to  inoorpon^te  the  Cherry  Lake  Academy  in  Uia 
Dounty  of'  Madison. 

Said  bills  w^re  ordered  for  to-day. 
.    J|r.  Dupont  from  the  Committee  oo^tSe  State  of  the  Tern* 
tory,  reported  fa vori^bly,  an  act  to  iocorporaie  the  Tampa  Bay 
and  St.  Joh|ia'  Rail  Road,  Canal  and  Steamboat  Company. 

Whi^h  was  ordered  for  to-day. 

The  sarhd  from  the  same  committee;  made  the  following  re 
port:  .  .  ,, 

^he  Ceaifliitlee  oa  the  Btata  pi  the  Territoiy  te  wham  was  rstsrved, 
h-  hf  eodcr  of  the  •  Senate*  a  Resolution,  dinsoUne  an  «Xiiinination  intp 
iM,  ihe.Asifiaat'a  and  Tiaai^er^s eOMS^  aMMs* a«^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


06 

•  in^oiiy  as  %o  ••iht  iH^ebtf^dnest  oi  the  Terncnrr^  tlid  Um9  pt^MM 
umouni  aCxke  arreiurftges  dii*  from  defauUini^  oifioei^  #Jiich  inaj  be 
^oUected  daring  this  yt-w ;  aod  the  amoUat  of  taxatioa  tie^iessary  t# 
pay  the  curf»ut  expenf<es  and  free  the  Territory  from  debt ;  apan 
from  ite  milftMry  expendttarev"  beg  leate  to  feport : 

That  the  tkottDesa  of  the  time  allotted  to  your  Committee,  by  the 
•ontnmpiatftd  ^arty  adjournment  of  the  LegisiatiTe  Council,  together 
mhk  the  aeetrmaltilieB  of  a  large  ameunt  of  important  business,  which 
aiiw  •eciipies  tlmr  attentros^  forbiA  the  hope  that  a  tWottfi  exa«ia9* 
4.4  I,  (such  as  is,  no  doubt,  contemplated  by  the  p^sage  of  the  reeolu- 
tion,)  could  at  this  stage  of  the  session  be  made  ;  they,  therefore^  beg 
leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  so  much  of  ths 
Resolution  as  directs  the  said  examination. 

With  regard  to  «be  second  bmneh  «f  the  Besohition,  Um  Committea 
beg  leave  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  communiOaliMi^f 
the  Auditor,  heretofore  laid  belbre  ifm  Legialative  Council. 

By  reference  to  that  document,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  present  in- 
debtedness of  tlie  Territory,  at  ascertained  by  the  outstanding  warranta 
of  the  Auditor,  amounts  to  ejtfven  thousand  two  hundred  and  ten  dol- 
lars and  Mt-six  Obnte,  (811^210  d6«)  and  tha  avrearagea  due  to  the 
Terrttarial  Treasury  hom  defaulting  ofiioeM,  aa  lepoitad^  tbe  AvuHtgr 
ia  his  annual  atateiuenti  made  to  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  5tb  inr 
stant,  amounts  to  thirty-six  t'housand  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  dol- 
lars and  thirty -seven  and  a  half  cents,  (936,271  87^).  What  portion  of 
this  amount  can  be  relied  upon  lo  meet  the  existing  demands  against 
ths  treasury  and  the  current  expenditures  of  the  present  year,  the  Com- 
mittee are  at  a  loss  to  determine,  beinx  in  possession  of  no  correct  da- 
ta upon  which  to  found  an  estimate.  They  are  of  opinion,  however, 
that  the  arrearages  might  with  safety  be  relied  upon  to  provide  a  fand 
sufficient  for  the  entire  liquidatioa  ot'  the  debt  now  due.  If  the  antici- 
pations of  the  Committee  shall  be  realized  in  this  particnlar,  (and  they 
are  lead,  firom  the  very  efficient  measures  wnich  tne  present  Auditor 
has  put  in  operation,  and  the  commendable  zeal  and  energy  disolayed  by 
him  in  the  enforcement  of  the  revenue  laws,  to  believe  that  sueti  will  be 
the  case,)  Ui^en  it  will  be  necessary,  in  the  assessing  of  the  taxes  for 
the  present  year,  to  provide  o  fy  sdeh  an  amount  as  will  meet  the  cnr- 
l«m  expenses  of  the  yenr.  Wk-tt  those  •xpettiea  will  Msomit  to,  can 
only  be  estimated  by  referenoe  to  tW  amount  of  expamdilttcea  in  pfe- 
tiotts  years.  The  current  opdmary  expenaes  of  the  year  1839,  was 
eigh^  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  seventj. 
eight  cents,  and  (hat  of  the  laet  year,  nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-two  dollars  and  eighty- two  cents;  In  thia^stitnatceif  %he  cur- 
tentiHxpfttaeaofthelaatyvatt'itniaRrhe  pMNr to  raMiark  dwi  iUe  a- 
mount  of  eight  hundred  dollara,  allowed  to  the  prtvate  searetiiry  <kf  tlia 
Governor,  has  not  been  included,  inaamuch  aa  the  resghiiion  awro- 
priatiog  that  amount^  is  epnstrued  by  the  committee  to  have  been  Jim- 
ited  to  that  year,  and  consequently  cannot,  unless  so  orriered  by  tho 
Legislative  Council,  become  a  charge  upon  the  resotrrces  otthe  present 
year.  It  is  aiao  propor  to  rMiavk  tbsa  ahe  aiBo«ma  nP  auMSMlitUfe  for 
the  lapt  year,  is  much  above  what  miglat  be  eoosidkeed  a  Miir  onterion ; 
in  cc>as^aence  of  (he  very  txHraotdinairy.  amount  x^redited  to  tbe  pros- 
ecution of  criminals  in  the  Western  District,  to  wit,  the  amount  of  three 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  and  fifty-five  eont5$^-^b6^ 
Ing  «eari)r  one  half  of  tlia  <^^*gtte  e«pMMlkiiM  Air  tiiat  pvrpoocv  M 
the  mh^  Territory,  nnd  nore  thaw  liree  aini«%  ite  aaMuot  fuopeaiei 
MUmiMMoMmiM.    Bfffatbg^Hiei 
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lAJnary  Mmniistttocem  have  bmi  •xp«fid«d'iii  the  Wafllnni  BtttySdt,  «i 
«qual  t6  tkOLi  in  the  Mkidift  Dislfiet ;  then  the  ordinary  current  expend 
■ei  foi;  the  year  184Q,  should  be  slated  at  about  seven  thousand  ftt« 
himdreii  dollars ;  which  amount  your  eomniittre  are  of  opinion  woulil 
be  a  fair  estimate  for  the  present  y^ar.  If  the  oommittee  are  correct  iA 
stadng  the  ordinary  current  expenses  at  that  amount,  then  the  inquiry 
arises  as  to  the  means  to  be  relied  upon,  for  meetiaf  it. 

The  principal  sources  of  ReveiMie»  under  the  exiating^  laws,  art,  first: 
a  direct  tax  upon  lands  and  slaves.  Secondly  : .  the  tax  upon  aoctioa 
sales.  Thirdly :  fines  aad^  forfeitures  incurred  und^r  the  criminal 
laws.  'But  as  it  is  not  only  imwise  but  oppreesifef  especially  at  tM 
nresent  tisae,  when  the  country  is  laboring  under  extraordinary  em* 
•arvasaments,  to  require  from  the  people  a  greater  amount  than  is  ae« 
teaa^ry  to  provide  lor  the  cnrrent  expenses  of  the  government,  ch# 
eooMuittee  would  recommend,  that  tbe  last  two  sources  of  revenue  be 
alone  resorted  to  ibr  the  present  year ;  and'they  are  of  opinion  tha^ 
ifaey  will  afford  a  faod  sulmiently  larse  for  that  purpose. 

The  estimate  of  tbe  committee  is,  that  the  ordinary  current  expen^ 
diture  of  (he  year  wiUaoMHmt  to  seven  tbousand  five  hundred  doliars» 
(97.500)  and  they  ^opose  to  provide  for  it,  firsl— from  the  tax  on  aue*^ 
lion  sales,  which  maj  be  estimated  at  six  thousand  dollars,  ($6000)-^ 
and  secondly,  from  fines  and  forfeitures,  which  may  be  estifttatod  at 
fifteen  huAdred  dollars,  (fftdOOX  making  the  aggregate  amount  of  seveik 
thousaod  ^re  hundred  doUars,  <$76(I0). 

The  committee  are  further  induced  to  make  the  ibregoing  recom* 
mendation  from  ihe.fiwt>  that  past  experience  has  domonstrated,  the 
Utter  futility  of  endeavoring  to  enforce  the  punctual  assessment  and 
collection  of  a  land  and  sla?«  tax.  By  reference  to  the  reports  from 
ikut^  Treaaory  depaHment,  for  past  years*  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount 
4f  revenue  derived  from  this  source,  has  been  paid  only  by  a  few  of  the 
Oounties  nearest  to  the  captttil.  The  report  of  the  ikuditor  for  the  year 
18391,  fully  iUustrates  the  Mtct  stated — out  of  the  twenty  counties  of  the 
Territory,  there  were  but  five  that  contributed  to  the  treasury  from  this 
fl#uoce,  and  some  of  those  five,  only  a  portion  of  the  amount  assessed. 
A  stateof  things  so  unequal  and  consequently  so  unjust^  should  no 
longer  be  tolerated ;  and  whenevipr  experience  teaches  that  a  system 
of  taxation  thus  operates,  it  should,  without  hesitation,  be  abandoned. 
If  it  could  subserve  any  useAil  end,  the  committee  might  enter  into  an 
investigation  of  the  causes  wtiieh  have  operated  to  produce  this  inequa- 
ly^y  in  the  administration  of  the  rcfenue  system,  but  believing  that  the 
sources  herein  before  pointed  out,  will  nffotd  a  revenue  sufficiently  am- 
ple to  meetihe  current  expenditure  of  the  year,  they  most  earn^^stly  re. 
cosMSend  tue  adoption  of  the  aocompanying  Resol  utions,  whih  pro- 
pose te  sespend  the  operation  of  the^rAvenue  laws,  during  the  present 
yvMiT,  excepting  frofu  the  eperatiott  thereof  the  tax  on  auruon  sales,  re- 
t#iiers  of  spirituous  Uquors,  keepers  of  bittiard  tables,  exhibitors  of 
public  shows,  and  pedlars. 

Be  ofe  closing  this  report  your  Committee  cannot  abstain  from  calliog  . 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  very  singular  anomaly  which  is  pre- 
sented by  the  present  system  of  Ttrritorial  revenue.  The  Qovern- 
mciit  of  the  United  Stales,  did  in  lije  year  1820,  by  an  act  of  Congress^ 
concede  to  the  people  of  Florida,  (who  from  tbe  time  of  the  cession  by 
9^'ain,  up  to  that  period,  had  liv^d  under  the  gevernment  of  a  single 
Prf  vinciiil  Governor,  invested  with  and  exercising  the  poweis  of  tbe 
Captain  General  aod  Intendanloi  jthe  I  land  of  Cuba,)  a  Terriiorial 
form.of  goveicafljeat,  xe^rvia|  to  it  r^lf  the  right  of  appointment,  to  hit 
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the  teverat  departmenis  of  the  geTernnent,  to  wit :  the  fiieeotive,  Urn 
Legislaiive  and  Judieral^  By  the  same  act  of  Gongress,  the  Govern* 
Bieot  of  the  United  Stales  took  upon  itself  the  hurthen  of  sapportinf 
Ihis  Territorial  form  of  Qovernmeot,  bj  proridin^  for  the  necessary  ex* 
penditores  of  the  several  departmeafs ;  and  she  literally  made  good  bet 
guarantee,  until  the  Legislative  Gouneil,  ioduced  hf  a  spirit  of  magna* 
nimity,  or  from  some  other  caiHe,  unknown  to  the  Committee  essayed 
to  relieve  her  from  the  burthen,  by  bringing  forth  in  ail  its  deformity 
the  present  system  of  Territarial  taxation.  It  is  true  that,  at  a  subse- 
fuent  period,  the  right  to  elect  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council 
was  given  to  the  people,  but  this  by  no  means  changed  the  relation  that 
had  previously  existed  between  the  Territory  and  the  General  Govem* 
ment ;  nor  did  it  relieve  her  ^m  the  obligation  to  provide  the  meaoa 
Becessary  for  the  admbistration.  of  the  Territorial  Government;  and 
ao  she  seems  to  have  coasidered  it,  as  the  exnenses  of  the  Legislative 
department  has  always  been,  and  now  is,  paid  by  the  General  Govern* 
ment,  notwithstanding  the  concession  of  this  inestimable  booa-*^a  hootk 
aecoitJed  by  enlightened  siatesmaa,  to  the  increased  and  rapidly  in- 
creasing intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  inhabitants.  Bui  it  is  contended 
by  the  apologists  of  this  system  that  the  General  Government,  in  un* 
derukisff  to  establish  and  support  «  Territorial  form  of  €k)verBmefit,  fot 
the  people  of  Florida,  by  no  means  undertook  to  provide  for  the  contia* 
gent  or  incidental  expenses  of  the  several  departments.  But  this  portion 
is  negatived  first  by  the  practice  of  the  General  Gbvernmeal,  and  sec- 
ondly by  the  absurdity  which  it  involves. 

Tne  practice  has  always  been,  and  bow  is  to  pay  a  very  large  propor^ 
tion  of  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  several  oepartments.  The  esti- 
taate  for  the  Executive  department,  as  your  Committee  is  iBfocmed,  al- 
ways embraces  an  item  for  coniiogences— a  large  proportien  of  the 
estimate  for  the  Legislative  department,  is  made  up  of  contingent  and' 
inciientaF  expenses;  and  the  estimate  for  the  Judicial  department 
isol  Hike  character;  how  does  it  happen,  then,  if  the  Geneial  Govern- 
ment, pays  a  large  portion  of  the  incidental  expenses  (as  they  cer<> 
tainly  do)  that  they  do  not  provide  for  the  9maU  ialance  which  is  bow 
paid  Ly  the  Tfrritcirial  Treasury  ?  or  bv  what  law,  or  role  of  construe* 
tiuQ,  i<4  this  ^Marge  portion,"  provided  for  and  the  ^*  small  balauce"  dis* 
cariei  ?  The  solution  of  these  questions  is  left  to  ihose  who  contend 
fur  the  justice  aod  reaaonableness  of  a  Territorial  revenue  system.  But 
spcuodly,  the  position  involves  a  palpable  absurdity,  in  this,  thai  the 
whoe  of  that  portion  of  the  incidental  expenses  ui  the  Goveramentg 
propo  ed  to  be  provided  for  by  the  Territorial  tax,  amounts,  on  an  aver* 
aj>e,  to  not  more  than  six  thousand  dollars  per  annum;  and  can  it  be 
f-re  uiDe«J  for  a  moment,  thiil  the  Cheneral  Government  would  be  eitber 
Ei  Uf2/4r/907ta6/e  or  penurious,  as  to  induce  by  a  retusai  to  pay  this 
'  smui!  baiaiice,"  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  revenue,  that  must 
extend  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine,  and  from  the  St.  Mary's  ts 
Key  We  t ;  involving  the  people  of  Florida  in  an  expense,  amount*^ 
iviii  to  three  iim(?3  the  amount  to  be  collected— the  absurdity  of  the  pro- 
;  ->    tio!:  is  too  glaring  to  admit  of  a  further  argument. 

''  "^e  Co  nn)!ttF^  will  elose  thi^  report,  by  recommending  the  adoptioB 
:    \^  .i  ^ooiUpitri'nL,'  r(»:^o!Ution,  requiring  the  Marshals  of  the  respective 

'    ;.J  rtiuri't^.  to  include  in  their  accounts  agairst  the  United  States^ 
.        ^  a,  '03 V  o'^crue  in  consequence  of  the  apprehension,  safe  keep- 
;,   •      (I  •)'^>^»ruiion  of  criminals. 
/'.u  :'^  wiiicn  is  respecUully  submitted. 

C.  H.  DUPGNT,  Cbairmaa. 


Digitjzed  by  VjOOQ IC 


Ei  it  ttetohed  by  the  Governs  and  Legi^laHite  Cbuneit  cf  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  from  and  after  the  adoption  of  this  resolu* 
lioo,  the  revenue  laws  of  this  Territory  shall  be  suspended,  so  far  at 
they  may  authorise  the  aeeessmenl  and  collection  of  a  Territorial  reve- 
nue for  the  present  year,  and  no  further;  provided,  that  the  operation  of 
fhis  resolution  shall  not  beeonstrued  to  extend  to  the  tax  upon  Auction 
Sales,  retailers  of  Spiriiuoas  Lioiiors,  keepers  of  Billiard  Tables,  ejrii» 
hibitors  of  Public  Shows  and  Pedlars^  or  to  prohibit  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  county  ta^^es,  as  is  provided  for  by  the  existing  laws. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  adoption  ot  this 
resolution,  the  Marshals  of  the  respective  judicial  districts,  be  instruct* 
ed,  in  making  out  their  accounts  against  the  United  States,  fbr  the  ex^ 
]ienses  attendant  upon  the  administration  of  the  laws,  to  embrace  1»' 
the  same,  such  as  may  occuri  in  consequence  of  the  apprehension,  safe* 
keeping  and  prosecution  of  criminals ;  and  the  several  judges  are  re- 
spectfully requested  to  certify  the  same ;  it  being  the  deliberate  opinion 
of  tb<;  Legislative  Council,  that  they  constitute  a  l<*gitimate  charge 
against  the  United  States. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  prititcd. 

Mr.  Cooper  from  a  select  connmittee,  nnade  the  following  re* 
port: 

The  chairman  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  citizens  of  East  Floridat  pray* 
ins  for  a  division  of  the  Territory,  request  leave  to  make  the 
following  report : 

That  prior  to  the  cession  of  the  two  Floridas  to  the  United 
States*  the  provinces  of  East  and  West  Florida  were  seperate 
and  distinct  governments.  East  Florida  extending  Westward* 
}y  to  the  Apalachicola^  In  the  treaty  of  cession  tiiey  are  spoken 
i£  asdi&rent  and  distinct  provinces  and  Territories.  The  re- 
hlive  geographical  position  of  the  Elast  and  West  Florida,  (at- 
taching Middle  Florida  to  the  West  and  South  Florida  to  the 
East,)  occasioning  them  to  be  but  little  identified  with  each  other 
Ul  pursuits,  habits,  customs,  trade,  interests  or  feelings. 

They  have  but  little  intercourse  or  association  with  each 
•tber,  and  bnt  for  being  now  under  one  government,  would  have 
hsM.  The  commerce  of  the  Middle  and  West  is  chiefly,  and 
always  will  be  with  the  Southwest.  That  of  East  and  South 
Florida,  is  confined  to  the  Atlantic  ports.  Middle  and  We^i 
Florida  are  cotton  growii^  countries,  the  East  with  a  more  ge* 
Biat  olimate,  will  be  in  addition  and  perhaps*prircipally  devoted 
lothe  cultivation  of  Sugar  Cane,  Tropical  Fruits  and  Plants,  to 
FisMng,  and  raising  Stock.  Their  remoteless  and  the  difficul- 
ties wbicb^  will  ever  exist  id  the  speedy  transmission  of  intt  Hi* 
Sence  between  them,  renders  it  proper,  especially  in  time  of  war, 
Aal  ;they  should  be  under  di&rent  jurisdictions.  Their  people 
are  as  much  strangers  to  €iach  other  as  the  citizens  of  Louisiana 
ttd- Georgia. 

They  skomli b&dividedf. every  qooaideration  of  comveniaoce: 
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atefy  dictate  of  jfmtlee,  and  every  ruh  of  right  demHt\ds  it>-^ 
Early  after  tiie  cession,  and  in  1822  ihe  people  of  East  Florida, 
by  a  Delegate,  who  well  understood  their  wishes  and  rights,  at- 
tempted to  procure  the  establishment  for  them,  of  a  seperate 
Territorial  government  in  £a9t  Florida,  and  although  he  failed* 
Ike  right  has  aever  been  yielded  or  abandoned. 

The  policy  of  the  slave  holding  sections  of  the  Union,  de* 
mands  that  there  should  be  two  new  Southern  States,  We  are 
already  ovei  borne,  and  without  our  equal  and  just  influence  ia 
tl)e  Councils  of  the  Nation^  And  why  should  Souiherners  re> 
men  the  privilege  and  right  of  an  additional  Southern  State 
formed  out  of  East  and  South  Florida,  to  balance  the  Western 
Territories,  which  in  a  short  time  will  knock  for  admission  as 
the  Stales  o{  VVwonsin  Jind  lowat  It  is  political  suicide, — 
We  are  willing  to  yield  to  Middle  and  West  Florida,  all  West 
of  the  Suwannee  lliver ;  but  wt  must  be  permitted  to  judge  of, 
and  consult  our  own  wishes,  feeli  tgs  and  interests  on  this  subject. 
We  object  to  being  dragged  and  coerced  into  such  an  unnatural 
union,  which,  when  once  consummated,  we  fear  cannot  be  dis- 
solved. 'Let  the  Afiddle  and  West,  if  they  so  choose,  become 
a  Stale  by  themselves,  but  let  the  East  remain  at  present,  ai 
she  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Spain,  if  poor,  stilt  sep- 
erate and  independent. 

Her  people  were  not  bartered  as  slaves,  without  political 
rights,  they  claim  to  h  ive  seme  right  of  volition,  and  it  will  be 
exercised  on  this  subject,  against  what  they  conceive  the  ius- 
politic,  unwise,  and  mad  scheme  of  setting  up  for  ourselves  be-' 
fere  we  have  arrived  at  years  of  political  discretion,  much  les* 
at  legal  maj<»rily,  merely  to  gratify  Uie  ambitious  aspirations^  ofi 
impatient  pohticians.  • 

In  beijalf  of  his  constituents,  the  undersigned  demand  of  theif 
fellow  citizens  ot  the  Middle  and  West,  from  Congress  a^fmnS) 
the  peo|j!e  of  the  United  States,  some  regard  for  their  rights, 
interciiis,  and  feelinirs,  and  ihar  ihou^  a  minority  of  the  whti^ 
Ttrr'tory  as  now  existrng.  They  may  not  be  persecuted  awl* 
oppressed  to  promote  the  schemes  or  interests  or  wiflfces  andK 
\^ews  of  others.  "> 

•  The  undersignod  ask  th?>t  thife  report  be  pfinted,  spread*  xxpcm- 
the  jounials,  aad  a  Certified  copy  sent  tb^irtlr  Detegtte  ki  Cha-^^ 
gress.  '  * 

JAMES  G/COOPERv 
•  Chalriytan  sele^ct  committee  of  the  Senate."  ' 

.'Wliich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  pri'rtted.  '   '   * 

Mr.  English  from  the  *ame  con>Awttee,  ttiade  the  followWig* 
i#port!         *  '  . 

Mr.  English,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  on  ih§  sftfc^to^ 
the  petili6a  of  bis  fe4iaw  oitiaeits^  in  £kdt  Florida,  4}ct  had  the 
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same  umiev  consideration  and  reports  and  briiere^  that  true  it 
is  there  are  many,  a  very  large  majority  of  tlie.  people  of  the 
EMtfor  division,  and  they  have  a  right  to  a  rei^pectful  hcarincTt 
&  all  proofs  they  may  desire  on  this  subject,  to  become  satisfied 
that  the  constitution  was  fairly  adopted,  by  a  large  majority  of  the 

rjople  of  Florida,  fis  a  whole,  and  to  satisfy  tliem  on  that  subject, 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  a  bill  or  resolu- 
tion requiring  the  proof  of  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  Florida 
on  the  state  subject ;  and  such  a  one  as  in  their  wisdom  would 
best  accomplish  the  object  required.     This  menrrber  of  the  rom- 
mjttee  believes  it  would  be  an  important  southern  measure  for 
Florida  to  become  a  state  ijnmcdiately,  was  she  able  to  bear  the 
•iponse  of  it«  which  he  somewhal  doubts,  that  it  would  be  more 
important,  oodd  wo  become  two,  be  admits ;  but  believes  to 
divide  how  would  delay  our  having  a  state   at  all,  at  ieaat  wo 
long  as  he  believes  the  immediate  good  of  a  southern  state  to 
th&Uoion»or  southern  states  would  be  vastly  more  iniportant 
than  the  future  aoquiaitioa,  if  at  all  of  two  states  of  Florida. 
He  would  for  another  reason,  vote  for  a  state  government  im- 
mediately»  the  people  he  has  the  honor  of  re^senting.  have  by 
jlhtir  vote  expressed  a  desire  to  become  a  state,  and  he  does  not 
feel  warranted  in  doing  anything  that  would  retard  any  business 
of  an  enlightened  people,  who  notwithstanding  it  might  be  some- 
what iacMrrvenient  w«uld  prefer  to  sufiiir  the  hicoDveniencet  and 
become  a  sovereign  state.    They  have  a  right  with  open  eyes 
to  make  their  selection.    Odr  becoming  a  state  as^  a  whole  now 
wiU  oot  prevent  a  future  division,  when  population,  wealthy  &c. 
makes  it  daairabfe. 

WM,  F,  ENGLISH 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Edwards  from  the  committee  on  the  militia  made  the 
Mlowiog  report:. 

The  ucmimittee  on  Militia,  towhrnn  was  referred  so  much  of 
a  communication  fi?orti  his  Excellency,  as  purports  to  bo  aik«i- 
tract  of  a  letter  from  Lieat.  Cof.  Wackbarfl,  setting  forth  the 
clain^il  find  recommending  the  payment  of  the  same,  of  two  In- 
dians, namely :  John  Ferryman  and  Joe  Miller,  who  ^cted  as 
^id^d  to  Oapt.Biiie'scooftpafiyf  for  the  term  of  three  months,' 
whilst  said  comply  was  in  the  U.  S.  service^  aAd  should  have 
t^^Sl  jbaid  (If.  such  services  have  been  rendered)  by  this  mnsleiw. 
ing  pmcer  of  said  company,  beg  leave  to  report : 

ThsiS  whilst  there  are  so  mai^v  claims  of  a  mote  pressing 
and  ioiportant  nature  to  be  liquidated,  and  provided  for  by  the 
Leg)s{at«r6,  that  we  be  disnussed  from'  any  further  actkm  on  the 
•ubiccL 

;.  D.  EDWAWDS;  Chahrmin. 

Wllkkviarited  Ui«i4md6tf  Monday. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Mr.  Li^ingfton  rrom  the  Committee  on  Fiaanoe,  made  die 
following  report: 

The  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Joho  O.  Gamble 

Esq.,  President  of  the  Uiiioo  Bank,  askiug  a  repeal  oi  the  34th  sectioa 

of  the  charter  of  said  Bank,  beg  leave  to  report — 

That  they  have  givea  to  the  memorial  the  most  mature,  and  they  maj 

coascientiously  say,  the  most  anxious  consideration,  that  their  otherom- 

cial  duties  would  permit;  and  the  result  of  their  best  reflection  is,  that 

the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  is  reasonable,  add  ought  to  be  granted. 

Many  of  the  views  which  bear  upon  the  aubject  •f  the  memorialtsts 
are  presented  by  the  Directors  of  the  Union  Bank,  pursuant  to  the  unani- 
mous wishes  of  their  constituents  whose  mortgaged  property  is  estimated 
at  three  million:}  of  dollars,  along  with  dehts  due  them  tor  discounted 
bills,  of  three  millions  and  a  half,  and  the  profits  upon  these  discounts  of 
334.000  dollars,  already  realized,  making  an  aggregate  amount  of  aix 
millions  eight  hundred  and  thirty -four  thousand  dollM-s,  is  all  pledged  to 
indemnify  the  Territory  against  any  loss  that  might  be  apprehended  tronx 
a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
3,004  honds,  of  which  700,  now  unsold,  constitute  a  par  . 

The  real  value  of  the  mortgaged  estates,  composing  the  largest  item 
of  this  indemnity^  is  represented  to  the  committee  lo  exceed  in  value/ 
by  at  least  two  million  of  doJlara,  the  above  estimate;  ^  as  to  extend 
the  indemnity  to  a  aam  exceeding  eight  millions  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-four thousand  dollars.  More  than  five  millions  eight  hundred  thous- 
and dollars  must  therefore  be  totally  sunk,  before  the  Territory  can  be 
exposed  to  any  loss  whatever. 

That  th^  statements  which  warrant  this  conelastonare  eatitled  lo  600-*. 
fideace,  is  evident,  not  only  from  the  character  of  those  lyho  supply  them,, 
but  by  facts,  worthy  in  this  enquiry  ot  special  notice. 

The  stock  of  the  Union  Bank  has,  in  a  (ew  instances,  at  various  peri- 
ods, been  exposed  to  sale,  at  public  auction  ;  but  no  sale  has  ever  been 
so  made  at  less  than  an  advance  of  from  25  to  30  per  cent;  on  ettoh  ahar# 
of  9X00,  and  no  stockholder  can  now  be  induced  ti»  sell  hit  stock  for  leas^ 
than  the  least  of  these  ptemiuiiis.  Moreover,  many  of  the  largest  stocks 
holders,  including  several  directors  of  the  late  and  present  bo^x^^  havisg, 
as  is  represented  to  your  committee,  estates  of  tLe  value  of  a  million  and 
a  halh  and  owning  stock  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  a  moiety  of  that 
sum,  nave  endorsed  the  post  notes  of  the  Bank  to  an  amount  exceedingi 
two  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  dollars,  aad  bonds  to  the  further 
aooount  of  more  than  half  «  millidd ;  thus  becoming  personally  liable  to 
the  exitent  of  eight  buadred  thousand  dollars  for  the  debts  of  the  Banl^ 
manilesting  thereby  their  entire  confidence  in  the  statement  submitted  by 
the  late  board  to  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  and  by  the 
present  board  to  the  committee. 

Admitting  those  statements  thus  attested  to  be  enthilad  to  credit, (and- 
ydur  committee  repose  unUmited  confidence  in  tjieir  truth,  although  they 
voanimously  and  solemnly  repudiate  the  idea  that  the  Territory  is  not 
oltimatelv  bound  to  redeem  its  faith,  plighted  to  the  publie creditor  who 
holds  its  bonds,  they  as  unanimously  believe  that  a  perfect  indemnity  ex- ■ 
ists  to  guard  the  government  and  people  of  Florida  from  any  fuiue  loss 
or  hazard  in  consequence  thereof. 

They  have,  theretbtetmere  eeadily,  but,  for  the  same  reason,  more  can* 
tiously,  considered  in  all  its  aspects  the  prayer  or  the  memorialists  to  be. 
permitted  to  sell  the  remaining  704  bond^  issued  to  the  Union  Bank  with-* 
out  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  charftr* 
The  (acts  and  views  of  thte  m6MotiaKsls,oawhitb  ihef-gtMid  (heir 
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prayer,  aod  whieh  bare  been  duly  cootidered  by  tba  eommtttee,  are  strict- 
\f  uia  tbilowing  :— 

Itt.  The  Aiilure  iu  Florida  to  a  very  great  extent  of  ibe  Cotton  erop 
of  tbe  past  year. 

2Dd.  Thema^Ditadeoftbe  debtsdueto  tbe  Baak  bv  its  costomera 
within  tbe  Territory,  and  their  present  inability,  for  tne  reason  abore 
mentioned,  to  pay  them  promptly. 

3rd.  The  Terry  largft  sums  which  tbe  Bank  is  reooifed  to  remit  abroad 
IB  tbe  course  of  tbe  present,  and  tbe  first  baU'  of  tbe  succeeding 
year. 

4tb.  The  vast  loss  which  tbe  Bank  rarust  unaroidably  sitstain  if  those 
fliims  are  to  be  remitted  at  tbe  (vesent  rate  «f  Northern  Ezebaege. 

5th.  The  heavy  pressure  which  it  aaust  make  upon  its  debtors,  and 
those  debtors  upon  those  who  are  indebted  to  tbem.  If  the  Bank  at- 
tempt to  foree  tne  payment  of  a.  sufficient  stun  to  make  those  remtttan- 
ftes  and  to  provide  that  exchange. 

6tb.  Tbe  probable  loss  of  many  of  those  debts  if  their  payment  be 
INged  by  tha  issue  of  executions  to  be  le?  ied  on  proptrty,  to  beaacrificed 
«t  public  auction. 

7tb.  The  great  probability ,  if  not  absolute  centainty,  that  the  sale  or 
hypothecation  of  toe  unsold  Bonds,  now  the  unproductive  cRjiittii  of  the 
Bank  will  enable  it,  not  only  to  meet  all  just  demands  likely  to  be  made 
ypon  it  for  immediate  payment  without  those  minous  consequences  to 
their  honest  debtors  and  to  tbe  community  at  large,  but  to  provide  an 
ample  fund  for  tbe  resumption  of  specie  payment,  a  measure  by  which 
not  only  the  Bank,  but  the  people  wilt  be  relieved  from  the  evils  attend- 
ing on  a  curiency  depreciated  for  every  purpose  abroad,  involving  a  rn* 
inous  rate  of  mercantile  exchange,  aggrivated  by  tbe  notorious  fact  that 
this  Territory  imparts  and  consumes  anaually  an  amount  in  vnlue  verry 
nearly  equivolent  to,  and  in  some  past  years,  greatly  exceeding  its  whole 
exportation  abroad. 

8tb.  That  whatever  loss  may  be  sustained  on  an  actual  or  condition- 
al sale  of  the  Territorial  bonds,  or  on  a  sale  of  tbe  bonds  of  tbe  Bank 
endorsed  by  the  Directors  &  Stockholders,  ani  secured  by  the  hypoth- 
ecation of  the  former^  cannot  fail  to  be  less  than  that  wbich  the  Bank 
must  inevitably  and  irreirieveiibly  incur  from  remitting  to  the  North  at 
the  present  uniavorable  rate  uf  exchange  the  verry  large  suras  wbich  it 
must  verry  shortly  pay  or  be  dishonered.  And  this  loss  supposes  its 
collections  at  home  to  be  of  adequate  amount  to  provide  the  necessary 
bills,  that  those  bills  can  be  procured  within  tbe  Territory  ;  that  the  de- 
mand for  them  shall  not  occasion  a  farther  increase  of  the  rate  of  ex- 
change, and  that  the  Bank  will  be  under  no  obligation  to  resume  the  pay- 
ment of  specie  within  this  or  the  next  year. 

In  case  of  such  resumption,  a  farther  sum  must  be  collected  to  begin 
and  continue  that  measure  wbich,  if  indiscreetly  began  and  abandoned 
from  necessity,  must  leave  the  Bank  in  a  worse  condition  than  if  it  bad 
not  been  attempted. 

The  committee  proceed  to  contrast  the  operation  of  the  two  modes  of 
relief  to  wbich  their  attention  is  invited  bv  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
tbe  memorial  ot  which  they  have  given  an  analysis,  and  trace  their  op- 
pcration,  in  combination  with  a  memorial  exhibit  of  the  liabilities  and 
resources  of  tbe  Union  Bank,  and  with  the  process  by  which  the  Direc- 
CDTs  propose  to  provide  for  the  former. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


104 

Tbe  UoioD  Btaak  noiist  pay  in  the  month  of  Jone  oezt,  on 
account  of  its  agent  in  New  York,  9^6,000  M 

In  tbe  months  of  July  and  January  next,  on  aecooat  of  in- 
terest on  the  82,296,000  of  Territorial  Bonds  alrea^Jy 
sold  of  which  $72,000  is  due  in  New  York,  and  965,7iO 
in  London  a«d  Anvsterdani,  efE)uiva^ent  to  972,000  more, 
in  New  York  exchange,  being  added,  144,000  00 

On  the  i5ih  July  next  the  first  year's  interest  of  7  per  cent, 
on  the  deferred  detpo<)it  accoont,  15,000  00 

In  London  on  the  1st  July  mxt,  to  the  house  of  Huth  dkCo. 
assignees  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  interest, 
£30,000  sterling,  equi? aient  to  $153^700  in  New  York;      153,700  00 

On  the  first  of  iNdarch  and  the  fifteenth  of  July,  1843,  the 
deferred  debt  including  ifs  last  year's  interest,  278,000  00 

Ob  the  first  of  July,  1842,  the  interest  again  due  on  the  Ter- 
ritorial Bonds,  72,000  00 

MakinganaggredaleoC  1^8,700  00 

To  whicEL  if  (ho  Back  be  required  to  pay  specie,  the  further  sum  of 
§3 11,300  rnay  be  addeJ  to  pay^  the  deposite  debt  not  deferred,  and  to 
provide  an  adequate  fuod  in  specie  to  sustain  the  remaining  circulatioo 
oi  ihe  Bank. 

These  twt>  sumi  mike  a  total  amount  of  one  million  of  dollars,  all 
of  which,  if  pru rifled  ai  all,  must  be  <  btained  at  tbe  expense  of  40  per 
cent^  cotup!2ti[t;g^  the  price  of  bills  at  their  present  high  rate.  So  that  to 
produce  it  Ij400,000  must  be  extorted  from  the  Debtors  of  the  Bank 
wbo^e  Jebts  are  suhjccf  to  curtailment,  except  the  inconsiderable  am't 
of  Interest  due  ou  stock  notes,  which  are  hot  curfat/a5/e  ac€ordin^  to 
tbe  terms  gf  Ihe  charfer,  and  this  sum  is.  exclusWe  of  a  balance  which 
will  be  (tuc!  to  the  Baiik  of  tbe  United  States,  hanng  been  deferred  on 
condition  of  payiog  to  their  assignees  in  Londooi  the  sum  inserted 
above,  among  the  immediate  liabilities  of  the  Bank. 

The  Senate  are  more  capable  of  judging,  than  their  committee,  of 
the  probable  elTect  oi  any  attempt  to  enforce  the  payment  of  near  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars  uoder  the  present  circumstances  of  this  Ter- 
ritory, aod  if  collected  by  legal  process  the  loss  to  be  incurred  by  th« 
Bank,  in  its  remittances  abroad,  for  it  is  all  to  be  paid  or  provided  for 
by  the  purchase  of  Northern  funds,  is  to  be  charged  on  what?  that 
very  surplus  of  $334,000  which  the  Territory  has  been  instructed  to 
regard  as  the  readiest  resource  for  the  ultimate  payment  of  the  Terri- 
torial Bonds  sold  or  to  be  sold,  and  as  a  luad  after  they  shall  have  beea 
paid,  to  be  equally  shared  by  ihe  Territory  and  the  Bank. 

Op  the  other  haQd,  should  an  equal  loss  be  sustained  in  the  sale  or 
hypothecation  of  the  Territorial  Bonds  not  yet  disposed  of,  it  will  \m 
paid  at  the  expense  of  the  same  fund,  though  leading)  as  will  be  shenw 
to  very  different  results  as  regards  the  Bank  the  people  ^nd  the  Terri- 
tory, with  but  one  exception  that  the  bonds  will  have  parsed  from  the 
Bank  and  huve  become  (at  an  earlier  period  than  might  otherwise)  the 
property  of  the  purchaser;  still  as  this  exception  will  leave  the  indem- 
nity of  the  Bank  preci^^ely  in  the  same  condition  as  the  loss  to  be  in- 
curred from  the  present  unfavorable  exchange  abroad,  should  these, 
bunds  not  now  be  soM,  no  objection  can  arise  Irora  the  adinitted  reopen*-, 
sibility  of  the  Territory,  for  their  payment  in  the  event  that  the  Bank 
sh^Il  be  in  capable  of  doing  so,  and  that  incapacity  can  arise  as  has 
been  shown  &nly  by  the  lo5>s  o>  its  resources  to  aa  extent  exceedin|^ 
more  than  five  mdlions  and  a  half  of  dollari. 
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Bvtth^  Oireotors  Msure  the  Commiuee  tkat  they  apprehend  do  such 
toss. 

Tbeyare  confidant  that  they  oan  raise  by  a  sale  ol  those  Bonds,  or  by 
kypothecatioa  of  them,  a;}  a  guarantee  of  the  earlier  payment  of  the  ea»- 
dorsed  bonds  of  the  Bank  already  remitted  to  London,  a  soia  not  lets 
than  75  per  cent,  apon  the^704,000  and  oi  this  Mim  they  propoae  mak- 
ing the  followini^  ai<iposiiion : 
To  pay  .  <k  €•.  in  London,  £&0W  steriiog, 

with  tweWe  month**  interest,  #145»000  Qb 

To  pay  in  London  and  Amsterdam  the  foreign  interest  on 

the  Territorial  bonds  already  sold«  and  to  be  due  in  July 

and  Jan.  next,  6&,760  00 

Making  together  a  sum  due  abroad  of  •210,700  00 

Whieh,  deducted  from  the  aura  raised  ia  London  is  the 
mode  before  mentioned,  being  528,000  00 

WUI  leave  a  balanee  ef  9317,240  0» 

Tebe  trani^erred  to  Nf>w  York,  with  the  current  rale  of 
exchange,  estimated  at  8^  per  cent,  is  26,0H5  0# 

Will  cause  to  be  deposited  then  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank,    #344,^305  00 
Deducting  from  this  last  amount  the  American  interest  on 
the  Territorial  bonds  sold  in   New  York  and   payable 
there  eii  the  first  of  July  and  Januarv  next,  72,000  W 

And  for  the  interest  due  in  July  and  /anuary  next  on  the 
deferred  debt  of  9278,000,  15,000  00 

$87,000  00^ 
There  wiH  remain,  257,205  QO 

of  the^f528,Q00  to  provide  for  the  part  of  the  deposit  d<^t 
which  may  exist  on  the  resuuiption  of  specie  payments, 
and  to  siuetain  a  circulation  afiimiNting  at  prefient  to  but 
$896,000,  and  in  a  course  of  reduouon  by  toe  collection  of 
interest  on  loans,  and  by  curtailments.  ' 

The  proportion  whicb  should  aubsist  between  the  apeeie  of  a  bank  au4 
tia  notes  in  cireuhition,  dvpenda  en  ao  many  circumstances  peculiar  tp» 
the  condition  of  the  country  wbieh  that  circolation  penrades,  that  it 
cannot  be  regarded  as  an  inrariable  rate. 

The  circulatioa  of  Fiondi,  raries  in  a  remarkable  degree  with  the 
difRirent  seasons  of  the  sama  year,  as  experience  has  demoD^itrated, 
^WiDS^  greatest  in  the  spring,  while  ihe  crops  of  the  preceding  year  is 
fe-aching  its  detttination  abroad  and  least  in  the  ainamn.  wbere  it  has 
been  exported  and  nold.  it  has  oereT  since  (he  inscitutioa  of  th?  Union 
B!«ok  been  lest!  in  any  season  of  any  year  than  in  October,  1837,  where 
it  had  been  reduced  to  $234,883. 

Smith  in  his  treatise  on  the  wealth  of  Nations  estimates  the  prapot* 
lion  of  specie  on  which  a  Bank  may  safely  rely  to  sustain  its  circulation 
at  one  third  of  the  latter.  .  , 

Iq  America  wh^re  ti,e  surface  of  operation  is  larger,  and  the  inter- 
oourse  of  society,  as  well  as  the  transit  of  roerchaudi>e  and  money,  is 
more  tardv,  the  proportion  of  ihe  specie  to  the  paper  currency  of  the 
-Bank  has  been  much  less. 

At  a  period  of  great  prosperity,  precedinff  the  suspension  of  specie 
jiy«ieAta  in  18a7|  this  propomon  among  ihe  AtUntio  Banks,  cdlec- 
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lively,  ndHh  of  the  Pdfamac  iv«»  cme  to  tix^and  Mudi  ^  tkatf  tlfev 

where  the  oieans  of  ioiercourse  are  less,  advanced  ODe  to  five. 

The  measure  of  this  rate  in  a  seadou  of  universal  or  fteacml  ooofi- 
denee  caaoot  gtude  to  a  cooident  eonclusioB  as  to  the  proper  rai«3,  at'ter 
that  confi4ett€e  has  beeo  iiopaired  and  prior  U>  iu  festonitioa. 

But  while  the  UaiiaA  Baak  eeAiiniies  to  press  an  £ar  as  ptact.caUe^ 
with  safety  the  curtaihnent  of  i(s  outstanding  debts,  apd  the  colleotRia 
of  Us  accruing  miere-^ts  as  weilas  that  in  afrtar  ^iooe  thaiwolartcsuma 
eompohid  for  the  eomin^  year  and  a  half,  largely  exceed  iis  whole  eir- 
culation  now  outstandio^j  it  oMinot  fail  to  prevent  a  serious  run  upon 
it  for  specie :  and  that  cuuiidtnee  whieh  ouforesesn  disasters  have  im^ 
ptiied,  will  be  renewed,  a^the  cause  which  produced  it,  (the  sa^pension 
of  SDeeie  paymeotM)  ceases  to  exist 

The  comnittee  therefore  coof^ur  with  the  niMaoriaUsts  i«  the  cooft- 
dent  belief  thai  *he  provision  whieh  they  propose  ft  make  for  the  re- 
iu^'iptron  of  specie  payments  will  bear  ihem  through  triumphantiv . 

Fur  the  oihi^r  debla  of  the  Bank,  provision  will  be  made  by  tne  Di- 
VectorH,  partly  by  the  renewal  of  public  confidenee,  and  parity  by  the  ad 
forts  of  the  B«nk  l#  detmntfi  and  naaistain  il,  ia  0ther  worda'bjr  the  ooW 
iectien  of  interest  on  ita  outstanding  debt>whioh  ahoold  never  ba  in  ar* 
Tear,  and  by  eurtailroenta,  adjusted  to  the  timea  and  the  respective  cir- 
•tn rices  of  their  debtors. 

These  resoureeamay,  wilbaul  a  very  aevare  prtaaure,  ba  g&ffuni  im 
time  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  deferred  deposit  debt«  aad  to  diacharira 
fhe  balance  which  will  be  due  m  1843  and  1S43  to  Iko  Book  of  iko  U. 
States. 

After  this  the  Bank  will  occupy  a  firm  poaitiont  and  profiliag  by  ita 
^lisfortunee  will,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  experience  no  recurrence  of 
a  trial  ^ke  that  to  which  it  is  now  exposed. 

The  Senate,  having  already  passed  h  bill  to  (ix  the  limo  lor  iKie  ro- 
aamption  ofaoeciepayBients,  the  co«nmittee  deeca  it  nnoeceoaary  to  a- 
vnil  itself  of  the  first  proposition  of  the  BiemoriatiaOi.  To  Uie  ofther  on- 
der  suitable  modificniiona,  Ihey  Wok  with  eonfidenca  to  roraove  tho 
only  conceivable  objection  to  tho  grant  wkioh  iko  aomopiaUata  oeek  to 
obtain. 

InWteod  of  two  per  eent.  ufion  auejh  som  a«  the  dbooM  BoiKla  may 
^produce,  t^e  committee  recommend  the  fixed  amount  of  4190.000  par 
«nnum  as  a  sinking  fund  for  their  discharge.  U  will  be  oalouiatod  |o 
enhance  the  value  of  the  bonds  to  be  diapoaed  of,  and  iiiaare  their  pay^ 
ment  within  a  reaaonable  period,  without  subduetiug  Arom  the  proaent 
veeourcee  of  the  bank*  and  in  a  modoao  gradual  as  to  produoo  no  injo- 
^ieious  effeei  hereafter.  In  the  bill  which  repe «ii  the  d4th  aeotion  of 
-the  charter,  they  propoae,  tb«cefore,  to  inaert  the  necesaary  proviaiom 
for  a  sinkinff  fund  to  pay  off  the  704  honda,  nuthoriaod  lo  be  aokl  with- 
out any  furtb^  restrictions  on  their  sale  than  auob  proTioioiia  wiU  au|^ 
plv  to  effect  their  payment  without  a  poaaiMo  recuritonoe  to  the  Tero- 
-tory.  M.€.WVING8TON. 

B,  G.  McLSAM 

Which  was  rccid,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ortiered  to  be  j^riiKed, 
find  the  accoinpanyini?  bill  read,  and  ordered  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Livinxston'offered  the  following  resolutioa; 

Reso'v^Ahy  the  Senate,  That  so  mqch  of  the  96tli  fu)o  ap 
reotiine^  that  the  thme  readings  of  every  bid  shall  be  upon  three 
different  dfiVB,  anieos  th«  Senate  unanimou.«>4y  direct  «therwia||^ 
be,  and  the  vacne  is  hereby  repwled  for  the  balance  of  the  wdsfMiU. 
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•  Whirk  was  read. 

The  message  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  -relation  t* 
Certain  correspondence  in  reference  te  the  pairmem  of  iroops  in 
Easi  Florida,  under  Col.  Robert  Brown  and  Major  Isaac  Garri- 
son, was  a^in  with  the  accompanying  document8»  read  and  or- 
dered for  Monday. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  regulating,  the  fees  of  Jkilors  ia 
this  Territory,  was  read  a  second  time. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  stealing  of  neat  cattle,  was  again  fa* 
ken  up,  as  amended  by  the  House,  for  which  amendments  Mn 
Walker  offered  a  substitute. 

Which  was  concurred  in  with  original  title. 

On  tiie  quesiion  oi'  the  passa/;e  of  said  substituier  the^  jreas 
and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Duval  and  Dupoat»  and  were:. 

Yeas— Messi's.  Brockenbrougb,  Cooper,  Dupoat«  Bdwards, 
Livingston.  McLean,  Pelot  and  Walker — 8, 

Nay — Mr.  President — >h 

So  said  aet  f)assed — ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Tallaiisuisee  Rail  Road  Company, 
was  ordered  tor  Monday, 

^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jabez  B.  Btull  and  Patrick  Ker^  was 
ordered  for  Monday. 

An  act  to  incorporate  Cherry  Lake  Academy  in  the  county 
of  Madisi^n,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed — ordcrca  thai 
the  title  be  as  above. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Hamilton  Academy  in  the  county  of 
Hamilton,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passe«^ — ordered  that  the 
title  be  as  above. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tampa  Bay  and  St.  Johns  Rail 
Road,  Canal  and  Steamboat  Company,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  ordered  for  Monday. 

An  act  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Florida  upon' 
the  propriety  of  going  into  a  state  aovernment.  Ofl  motiori  to 
irtriiie  out  in  said  <)!ll  "Delegates  Election,**  and  insert  election 
for  Representatives,  the*  yeas  and  nays  were  cHlled  by  Messrs. 
Cooper  and  Pelot,  and  were : 

Yea*-— Messrs.  Cooper,  Edwards,  Pelot  and  Walker — I. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrougb,  Dtipont,  Liv« 
ihgstOH  and  McLean — 5. 

*  So  sard  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  •*  states**  in  the  ninth 
line  of  section  2,  of  said  bHI,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Pelot  and  Cooper,  and  Were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cooper  and  Pfelot— 9. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brnckenbrough,  Dupont,  Ed- 
imrdii  Livingston,  McLean  and  Walker — 7. 
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So  said  motion  was  lost — said  bill  was  ordertd  to  be  emgiot^ 
Ibr  Mom'ay- 

The  Senate  then  adjoorMd  until  Monday, 


MoifDAT,  Mareh  1, 184t* 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and  Saturday's 
proceedirtjrs  were  read. 

Mr;  McLean  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  be  absent  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Dupont  from  the  Committee  on  thp  State  of  the  Terri- 
tory, reported  favorably  on  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  lola  and 
St.  Josephs  Canal  and  Rail  Road  Company* 
Whicn  was  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr,  Brockenbrough  from  the  Committee  on  Banks,    made 
the  following  report : 

The  Commitiee  on  Banks  to  which  was  referred  the  memori- 
al of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  asking   permission    to  sell 
the  Territorial  Bonds  below  par  respectfully  report: 
That  they  have  had  the  memorial   under  consideration,  and 
to  enable  the  Senate  to  decide  upon  a  subject  of  so  much  impor- 
tance and  difficulty  report  the  following  facts:     The  Committee 
has  conferred  with  the  President  and  Cashier  of  the   Bank  and 
find  from  their  statement,  the  following  to  be  its   situation,   (in 
round  numbers.) 

Liabilities  payable  out  of  the  Territory  te  January  ]843^ 
Bank  Bonds  due  1841  to  persons  in  New  York,  $  26,000 

Interest  due  on  po:^  notes  to  Jan V  1842,  15,200 

I)ue  U.  S.Bankof  Pennsylvania  304,000,  which  may 

be  postponed  by  payment  m  London  in  July  of  145,000 

Interest  due  on  bonds  ior  capital  July,  72.000 

Do  do  do  Jan V 1842^  72,000 


9330,200 


Similar  Liabilities  to  Jan'y  1843. 
Debt  to  IT.  S.  Bank      9304,000 
To  be  paid  in  1841,        145,000 

0  '.III  I 

$130,000  with  expenseQ  say     tlOO.OOO 
Interest  on  post  note8>  15,000 
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tViDtipal  of    Do       ihie  tbout  July  1849^ 
July  and  jBDuary,  Int  od  Terriioriai  BoDds^ 


Total  liabilities  payable  abroad  to  Jan'y  1843, 
It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  further  pay- 
Boent  to  th($  U  S  Baok  of  Penn.,oaD  be  wKh- 
out  difficulty  postponed  for  a  p  riod  of  one  or 
two  years  longer  by  the  payment  of  the  9145»^ 
000,  nnentioned  in  London,  m  1841.  What  ef- 
fect the  recent  failure  of  the  creditor  Bask  wUl 
have  upon  the  implied  understanding,  the  com* 
Biittee  is  not  prepared  to  say. 

Liabilities  in  Fhridih 
Circulation, 
Certificates  of  Deposite, 


S€3,000 
144,000 

•582,000 

33O43OO 

•912,200 


•330,000 
193,000 

523,000 
912,200 


total  liabilities  to  JanV  1843,  •1.485,200 

The  Committee  have  also  enquired  into  the  resources  of  the 
Bank,  and  bow  lar  the  same  can  be  rendered  available  by  the 
utmost  diligence  and  a  severe  pressure  upon  the  debtors  of  the 
Bank,  and  find  the  following  statement  to  be  the  utmost  whick 
e»n  be  relied  upon,  from  other  resource*  besides  the  704  unsold 
bonds. 

Territorial  bonds  for  military  services  of  which  pay- 
ment is  promised  by  the  Government  oflbe  US      •  50.000 
Arrears  of  interest  due  the  Bank,  110^00 

Int.  falling  due  in  the  12  months,  270.000 

Koles  &c  of  other  Bank  and  Companies,  1 5,000 

•445,000 


'9\AS6M2 


Paper  due  1st  Jan'y  1841  apart  fi^om 

stock  debt,  •1,356,962 

At  Agencies,  80,000^ 

From  this  must  be  deducted  as  not  liable  to  immediate  cur* 

tailfldent. 

Debt  at  Agencies,  80,000 

Do  having  time  ^o  run  or  precarious  if  pressed  rapid- 
ly, (rouch  estimate.)  156,963 

Iwsible  ukimate  loss,  50.00(1 


•286,969 
Wbkb  dadu^tttd  fi»m  •1436A)a»JMvei^l46iM>Mi>iabb  to  i 
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tailmefif.  It  is  supposed  by  the  Bank  officers  that  it  woOTd  be 
|M>88ible  to  obtain  twenty  five  p«r  cent  of  this  amonnt  'by  a  syii'*» 
tern  of  curtailment  rigidly  enforced,  if  there  should  be  an  aver- 
toe  crop  at  averaged  prices — this  would  be  $287,600 

To  which  add  the  interest,  &c  above,  445.000 


And  we  have,  $792,500 

The  latgest  annount  which  the  Bank  can  ransomfbly  beeipdcftell 
to  realise  within  12  months  by  the  severest  pressure. 

If  we  make  a  simikir  estimate  for  1 842. 
Floating  Debt,  #1,150,000 

Less  by  curtail  of  1641,  287,500 


Curtail  of  25  per  cent  in  1S42  on    tS62,500  $21 5.^» 

Interest  for  1812  on  same  debt,  69,000 

Do     on  stock  debt  given  as  $1,910,461,  152,88^ 

■  ' 

487.461 
To  which  adding  our  estimate  for  1841,  732.500 


We  have  total  resouaces  to  Januarv.  1843,  $1,169,961 

Which  would  leave  the  Bank  still  ^2^5,230  sh^^rt  of  r*»deemln< 
its  whole  Kabilrties  on  the  first  of  January  1S43.  This  is  but  a 
rouffh  estimate  made  hy  the  commruee.frorrt  <lata  ftif  msited  bf 
the  President  of  the  Bank,  but  it  k  stilt  an  a|[>proXfm«tion  wMeH 
will  ecable  us  to  jud?e  of  its  situation. 

It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  means  of  paritieiit 
of  our  people  are  derived  only  from  their  crops,  which  are  avail- 
able only  once  a  vear»— and  that  we  havw  estim^ie^  for  the  f?«i 
rtext  crops — whilst  most  of  tl»e  heavy  forei;^n  liffbijities  of  tf»e 
Bank,  liiough  here  divided  between  the  years  l^»4l  and  tM% 
dome  due  before  or  during  the  summer  of  IS42,  bef  •rr^  thecr^^j^ 
<tf  that  year  is  available,  and  they  must  be  met  bv  in  extension 
ofcredit  orlhe  sale  ofihe  bmds,  orfrom  ihecropof  1S41,  which 
18  impossible  by  our  estimates. 

It  will  be  observed  also  that  we  have  bjised  («r  estimate* 
upon  the  idea  of  all  the  liabilities  of  the  Bank  hein^  presented 
ft>r  payment  on  or  before  January,  1S43,  wiiich  wo.ild  leafre  4 
ckficit  as  above  of  $26&.2S9.  But  tmr^  of  the  circol?ition  of 
the  Bank  would  remain  out  under  any  circumstances.  Some  of 
k  is  probably  lost  bv  casuaUi«?s.  It  consists  of  the  remainrng' 
circulation  of  the  Bank  of  Piorida,  the  Central  Bank  and  tiH# 
U»ion  Bank.  The  umount  lost  is  estimated  by  some  as  high  at 
•M,000 ;  we  think  it  may  fairly  be  considered  at  least  99Bfi99^ 

It  is  estimaied  bj'  the  f  resilient  and  Cashier  of  the  Bank,  from 
^ompariHon  of  Jifl&rent  years.  t!iat  at  least  8210.000  of  its  cir- 
c«latioa  wmM  roiMin  (nii  imom  wf  eii^eumtuuMi^t  Aort^  «li 
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•bfloliue  (ees^etioa  ^f  business  by  the  Benkf  They  say  that 
the  lowest  amount  of  circulation  of  the  Union  and  Central  Bank 
Ciifubined  was  1^57,000  in  September,  1837.  But  it  must  be 
r^jtitrnbered  that  there  was  not  then^  and  never  has  been,  such  a 
ipre^iiiire  sii*ce  the  establishment  of  those  Banks,  as  we  hare 
f  uppo^d  in  ^ur  e^iiimaies.  It  is  true  that  such  a  pressure  if  it 
«au  baiftctually  efjforced,  would  cause  Umon  paper  to  risecoo- 
tinuaDy  uutil  it  becan^e  equal  to  speqie,  but  until  it  arrived  at 
that  limit  it  w(»ald  Sow  in  ia  preference  to  any  other  means  of 
ptiyinent  aiKi  even  after  reaching  that  liotiit,  being  the  chief  me* 
dium  of  the  cc^untry,  it  would  still  come  in  in  greater  proportion 
than  any  other  funds;  and  the  community  would  accommodate 
itself  to  the  change  by  the  gradual  introduction  of  specie  and 
other  bank  papier,  by  the  more  active  eireulat ion  of  the  moner 
remaming  afloat,  by  the  more  extended  use  of  individual  cred* 
its,  and  by  t^ie  fall  of  prices.  We  believe  that  the  circulation 
of^he  Union  Baak  might  be  reduced  under  the  pressure  descrj«> 
bed  to  tlie  amuuut  of  9100,000  and  perhaps  less.  If  this  idea 
is  correct  the^l^ficit  in  January  1843  would  still  be  $16&,3d9s 
wtvjch  however  wou!d  be  a  small  amoimt  for  a  Bank  of  such 
Its  jurces  and  could  easily  be  paid  in  the  year  1843,  if  the  sys^ 
tern  supfKHMd  ^fmld  be  carried  mU» 

We  have  entered  into  the  details  here  given  to  show  the  true 
situation  of  tlws  Bank,  and  that  with  its  present  resources,  with^ 
out  a^ale  of  the  B^nds^  it  cannot  possibly  meet  its  liabilities,  by 
even  the  utmost  degree  of  severity  deenned  practicable  Bui 
vre  deem  it  highly  inexpedient  if  not  dangerous  to  resort  to  such 
measures.  VVe  doubt  the  practicability  of  enforcing  thero.--^ 
We  are  satisfied  that  they  would  not  only  deprive  us  of  all  the 
alledged  benefit  which  has  accrued  by  the  intreduflion  of  fnTf 
eign  capital  through  the  Union  Bank*  but  produce  effects  of  t 
denr^ralisiag  4ad  disorganising  tendency,  ruinous  to  the  resour 
ces  of  the  Bank,  impairing  the  security  of  the  Territory,  and 
coi^vulsing  society  itself.  We  have  qo  disposition  to  see  men 
reduced  to  madness  and  despair  by  the  ruin  of  all  their  hopei^ 
Ihe  loss  of  their,  property,  and  the  reductioQ  of  their  faipilies  fron^ 
luxury  and  comfort  to  distress  and  want^  The  secret  removal 
0{  property-w-fraudqlenttsonveyanGes-<^4i)e  resisteoce  ol  process 
by  mobs — combinations  to  prevent  biddiogt  and  the  purchase 
of  estates  at  nominal  prices,  by  friends  for  the  families  of  debtors 
have  ensued  from  such  a  pressure  in  other  states  and  times,  an4t 
produced  ruin  to  the  parties  e^iercising  the  severity,  which  huf 
thus  defeated  its  own  objeot.  We  trust  never  to  witness  simi^ 
kr  scenes  in  Florida,  atid  wottM  seek  to  avoid  any  aciion  calcth 
lated  to  produce  them  by  every  means  in  our. power.  We  are 
teiiafied  then  that  si»Qh  measures  sJkwe  will  he  impolitic;  Md  if 
iAipted  inefficiwit* 
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■  The  Bank  officers  sp^ak  of  parment  of  the  foreigQ  debt  by 
the  f^urdiase  of  cotton  or  bills  drawn  on  cotton,  (the  same  thin^ 
inefiect)  with  her  own  notes  as  a  practicable  though  ruinous 
measure,  and  as  the  only  alternative,  if  pemiissibn  to  sell  the 
bonds  below  par  ts  refu-^ed.  We  are  unable  to  say  whether 
this  is  a  measure  seriously  contemplated,  or  mciiely  thrown  out 
a<  an  arcrument  to  show  the  propriety  of  cranting  their  prayer 
by  exhibiting  the  possibility  of  a  more  disai^reeable  contiiigency« 

Be  this  as  it  may,  we  look  upon  such  a  course  as  entirely  out 
of  the  question.  When  H  is  admitted  ihat  the  loss  by  this  at- 
tempt hitherto  has  been  about  forty  per  cent,  and  that  forty  per 
cent  loss  is  the  lowest  estimate  at  wnicti  cotton  or  cotton  bills 
could  NOW  be  purchased  with  Union  paper  diminished  as  its 
amount  now  is,  who  can  estimate  the  extent  to  which  that  de* 
preciation  would  go  if  the  Union  Bank  was  to  throw  itself  into 
the  market  to  buy  $500,000  worth  of  cotton  or  exchange,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  loss  hitherto  would  be  as  n(»thing  to  the 
loss  which  would  ensue.  The  depreciation  would  be  so  rapid 
that  this  resource  would  speedily  exhaust  itself,  and  the  Bank 
would  in  the  mean  while  be  destroying  those  valuable  assets 
whJch  afoneghre  it  true  credit  and  entitle  it  to  ultimate  confid- 
ence, to  preserve  for  a  short  time  longer  the  phantom  of  credit 
which  sueh  dearly  bought  punctuality  would  give  it  abroad^  and 
which  could  under  those  circumstances  be  of  no  praocical  bene* 
fit,  and  must  instantly  evaporate  when  the  means  failed  to  con* 
tinue  its  existence;  the  very  time  when  it  should  be  Qselul  if  ever. 
The  Bank  would  for  a  time  pay  its  debts  abroad  by  creating  m 
new  debt  at  home  at  a  loss  of  40,  50,  00,  and  70  per  cent,  whilst 
this  new  home  debt  would  flow  in  upon  the  Bank  at  par  and 
pay  off  and  destroy  that  large  amount  of  securities  upon  whick 
the  Bank  so  plumes  itself  as  proving  her  ultimate  solvency,  and 
which  are  really  so  valuable  and  should  be  so  carefully  dierish- 
ed  as  the  means  of  safety  to  alt,  and  profit  to  the  stodiholders. 

In  other  words  the  Union  Ehmk  would  be  paying  off  her  for* 
eign  creditors  with  her  present  assets  all  of  which  are  reported 
good,  at  40,  50,  60,  aad  70  per  centMiscount,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  she  would  be  deranging  business  afiairs  by  fliKxiing  the 
Community  with  a  depreciated  currencv.  [f  such  a  prepositioa 
were  directly  made,  it  ^ould  be  Rejected  with  scorn,  and  yet  it 
Is  seriously  talked  of  as  tlieonly  alternative;  il  leave  is  refused 
to  sell  the  bonds  below  par.  It  would  be  better  for  the  Bank  at 
once  to  suspend  payment  and  endure  discredit  upon  her  foreigm 
liabilities  as  she  has  lon£^  since  doiie  upon  those  at  bome.-^ 
Those  creditors  themselves  would  see  and  approve  the  proprie- 
ty of  such  a  course  in  preference  to  one  which  must  lead  to  the 
same  result,  after  diminishing  the  resom-oes  on  which  they  de- 
pend to  an  extravagant  extent.    They  would  tee  that  by  such 
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a  suspension  the  Bank  could  restore  its  credit  at  home,  and  in 
a  short  lime  be  enabled  to  resunne  payment  abioad. 

It  is  no  ar^umeot  to  say  th»i  tbesearelos^e^  which  would  fall  upon 
the  stockholders,  and  if  thpy  chop^  to  bear  then,  the  community  and 
the  Territory  hare  an  interest  no  tli«  matter.  The  Stockholder?  are 
the  larg^t  Debtors  to  the  Bankdb  <^/*y  ma^eerery  cent  ij  the  deprecia 
tion  of  the  curren  7  in  paying  their  Debt^  to  (he  Bank,  and  ihu»  the  im- 
mediaie  iadividual  interest  outweighs  th«  ultimate  ijptereat  in  the  prof* 
its  of  the  Bank  whilst  the  couimunity  encounters  all  the  evil  ot  the  de- 
preciated currett'  y,  and  the  Territory  the  risk  of  ultimate  lost,  without 
a  shadow  of  countervailing  advantage,  whilst  the  risk  to  the  stockhol- 
ders of  ultimate  lo<ts  is  more  tliao  couaterbaUaced  by  a  present  and 
immediate  gain.  We  should  look  upon  <uch  a  course  as  an  unwarran- 
table determinatien(to  use  no  bar«^er  epithet)  to  put  money  into  the  pock- 
ets of'he  Stockholders  at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  c<»mmunitv,  un- 
der the  specious  pretence  of  preserving  credit  abroad. 

The  Stockholders  have  adopted  the  more  honesi  course  of  exposing 
their  situaiion,  and  asking;  leave  (o  sell  the  bonds  below  par. 

The  only  question  which  remain^  is  whether  we  shall  grant  this  re- 

Suest.  and  if  so  under  what  conditions,  or  whether  we  shall  leave  the 
lank  to  recover  from  its  difficulties  in  the  best  way  she  can,  by  pres- 
sing her  Debtors  aa*J  by  rrsorting  to  that  boasted  foreis^n  credit  which 
it  seems  must  be  maintained  even  for  a  season  at  the  hazard,  or  even 
certainty  of  ultimate  ruin.  We  will  consider  the  last  proposition  tirst. 
We  see  no  more  disgrace  in  failing  to  pay  the  Bank  bonds  given  to  the 
United  States- Bank  for  its  post  notes,  (which  were  protested)  or  the 
post  notes  of  the  Union  Bank  given  to  redeem  its  circulation,  or  in  ask- 
ing extension  or  renewal,  upon  them,  than  ia  failing  to  pay  its  ordinary 
certificates  of  deposit  or  eirculation,  or  asking  extension  upon  them. 
The  Ginly  differj^nce  is,  that  to  the  last  the  Bank  has  become  so  accus- 
tomed as  well  as  the  other  southern  Banks,  as  to  cease  to  blush.  Whilst 
she  modestly  shrinks  from  the  former,  because  though  the  same  a«t, 
she  is  accustomed  to  do  u  in  a  different  maaaer. 

We  see  no  reason  why,  such  an  axlension  may  not  be  asked  and  re- 
ceived. The  eredit  of  the  Bank  is  as  good  now  etbroad  as  when  the 
loan  was  made  xir  her  sacrifices,  have  heen  ia  vain.  Her  resources  are 
^ven  greater,. she  yet  has  the  bonds  ai»d  an  areumolation  of  individual 
p  aper,  as  her  lossss  have  not  exhausted  her  annual  interest,  if  she  can 
obtain  such  an  extension,  atid  stop  her  exhaustiaa  and  ruinous  met  tod 
of  paym^fit,  she  will  beenahJed  fully  to  redeem  her  faith  hereafter,  and 
her  creditors  in  the  meanwhile  have  bittrer  seeuritythan  before. 

It  is  true  that  the  noa  payment  of  the  interest  ucon .  the  Terri- 
torial Bonds,  would  be  more  disgraceful  than  the  fiishooor  of  ordi- 
nary liabilities,  because  it  would  violate  the.  laith  of  the  Bank  to  the 
Territory,  as  well  as  to  the  foreign  creditpr,  and  lower  the  character  of 
tjie  Territory  abroad,  which  has  hpen  in  this  respect  placed  io  the  keep- 
ing of  the  Bank. 

Bat.it  night  be  poasible  for  the  Bank  if  its  other  foreign  debt  was  po<;t- 
pooed,  to  be  enabled  to  meet  its  iatere^'t.  Perbap<9  the  holders  ot  the 
Terutorial  Bond:),  to  wJiom  the  interest  has  been  hitherto  paid  pnnctu- 
ally,  and  who  seek  inrasteaeiitaand  not  money,  might  be  induced  to  take 
i^pre  Bond's  in  payment  of  the  interest  or  a  part  of  it,  mther  thaa  suffer 
the  properly  in  -iuch  Bonds  which  they  already  hold  to  be  depreciated, 
eitW  by  the  non  payment  of  the  interest  or  bv  other  Bonds  of  the  same 
character  being  tlurowa^into  the  9iQrk,€t ^b(^4m  par.    Their  iniertat  ta 
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prevent  tgch  a  depreciatiop  is  clear.  Ani  thev  might  be  satisfiiK!  by 
mvestij^atioD  that  tht  security  of  the  money  they  have  already  invested 
and  the  punctuality  of  the  paj^meat  of  the  future  interettt  would  be  ef- 
fected by  taking  a  few  more  of  the  same  Bonds  which  they  have  htiber- 
to  deemed  a.good  investment.  It  is  true  that  if  the  Bank  lutet^  theui 
with  a  power  to  sell  the  new  bonds  under  par,  their  cupidity  might  be 
aroused,  and  a  coualier-vailing  interest  excited,  to  obtain  more  of  the 
same  Bonds  at  a  lower  raie. 

It  may  also  be  (|uestioaed  whether  a  departure  from  our  previoQs  pol- 
icy^  by  permitting  a  sale  of  the  bunds  below  par,  might  not  have  as  in- 
jurious an  effect  upon  our  credit  abroad,  as  a  ten^rary  suspension  of 
payment  of  the  interest.  The  one  is  as  much  an  acknowledgement 
of  present  weakness  as  the  other.  Snch  a  suspension  arising  from  ab- 
solute present  inability  to  pay,  and  with  a  view  lo  provide  certain  ulti- 
mate means  of  payment  at  the  earliest  possible  day,  accompanied  with 
a  refusal  on  our  parts  to  allow  our  bonds  to  be  s^acrificed,  would  strengthen 
their  credit,  it  would  seem  by  <nanifestinf  a  determination  to  pay  when 
able,  and  be  in  eSect  a  ratification  of  their  validity,  whilst  a  wilhngaess 
to  permit  a  sale  at  any  pace,  would  ^eem  to  imply  a  carelessness  aris- 
ing I'rom  a  determination  not  to  pay  them. 

If  the  bonds  are  to  be  sold  below  par  to  the  present  bond  holders,  it 
is  a  voluntary  sacrifice  to  their  cupidity,  li'  to  ofher  persons.  U  is  a  de- 
preciation upon  our  parts  of  the  market  value  ot  the  property  of  those 
who  have  loaned  us  their  money,  upon  the  faith  of  existing  laws,  and 
the  belief  that  this  Bank  would  not  be  permitted  to  throw  other  bonds 
into  the  market  at  a  depreciated  price. 

Indiana  and  Ilhnois  bonds  have  sold  at  62  and  66  cents,  we  have  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  Florida  bonds  could  brine  more  than  70  cents, 
though  sustained  by  the  mortgages,  unless  bought  by  those  who  already 
bold  such  instruments  to  prevent  deprecation.  We  du  not  profes-  to 
be  learned  in  modern  financiering  or  the  principles  which  ioftuence 
stock  jobfbers,  but  in  the  transactions  oi  ordinary  life,  if  a  man  was  to 
borrow  money  at  30  per  cent,  discount  on  his  paper  and  payifUereet  as 
Jor  ahuudred,  tor  the  purpose  of  paying  his  debts,  and  preserving  bis 
credit  he  would  !<caro«ly  be  considered  sane.  Merchants  sometimes 
make  heavy  sacrifices  to  meet  immediate  engagemeats  and  preserve 
their  credit,  bat  we  doubt  if  many  erer  encountered  loss  like  this,  on 
any  large  amount,  and  proved  ultimately  soivent.  Asda  merchant  nar 
eonceal  snch  transactions,  and  the  loss  is  enoovntered  to  avoid  an  ex- 
posure of  his  true  situation  at  a  critical  period,  by  passing  which,  he 
aopposes  he  can  recorer  himself.  But  it  is  net  so  with  our  Bank,  her 
situation  is  known  and  her  sacrifices  must  be  expose^^-will  such  expo- 
sure preserve  her  credit?  And  after  all  it  nay  be  askad  what  is  this 
credit  worth  which  reeoires  o«r  bonds  strengthened  by  all  the  assetta 
and  mortgagee  of  the  Bank^  to  be  sold  at  a  sacrifice  so  heary  to  meet 
present  engagements,  when  there  is  ao  absolate  certainty,  that  a  tempo- 
rary suspension  will  enable  the  Bank  to  pay  all  her  liabilities  and  nee 
interest  punctually  ever  afterwards? 

These  are  qaestions  which,  we  admit,  we  are  tiM>  ignorant  of  llie 
•ubj«ot  to  aBs^ver»  but  are  thrown  out  for  the  eoilsideration  of  the  Se- 
nate, with  the  acknowledgment  that  wiser  aiui  older  men  ditier  with 
ns,  and  eapeeially  the  eflkwre  and  atookboldera  of  the  Bank  who  know 
at  what  expense  their  credit  hae  been  maintained,  and  what  it  in  nofl" 
worth.  We  cannot  put  an  eatimate  upon  it,  but  it  seems  it  is  not  8iif« 
iciently  high  to  enable  thern  to  borrow  money  upon  Florida  ^>onds,  e^<- 
cured  abuodaatly  bjr  u^rtgagea,  and  all  the  ether  reseureee  of  the 
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Imrtk,  «ndbv  bitnk' bonds  eftdorsed  by  wi'altby  indiTiduals,  without  ib 
^isrounti  which  would  seem  to  an  individual  to  he  absolutely  niinoas. 

We  understand  from  the  officers  of  the  bank  that  it  is  not  proposed 
to  sell  these  bonds  below  par,  but  to  renew  their  bans,  or  borrow  more 
money  upon  the  bonds  of  the  bank  endorsed  by  indiriduals.  with  an 
Ifypothecation  of  the  Florida  bondr,  to  be  sold  at  not  less  than  a  certain 
stipulated  price,  if  the  bmnk  bonds  si  ould  not  be  met  at  maturity^  And 
they  are  saa^tne  that  by  obtaining  such  a  h>an,  all  their  obligations 
may  be  met,  and  such  boncfs  redeemed,  so  as  to  prevent  any  loss.  It 
would  seem  from  this,  that  Florida  faith  and  honor  is  yet  held  in  some 
estimation  abroad,  and  that  Florida  credit  still  stands  higher  than  U- 
nimk  Bank  credit,  endorsed  by  individuals,  otherwise  the  Territorial 
bonds  would  be  no  more  security  than  the  bank  bonds  alone.  This 
credit  IS  based  upon  a  welf  founded  idea  that  no  coniiDunity  can  exist 
among  the  Amerirau  Republics  which  can  deliberatelj  repudiate  its  soU 
emnly  pHghted  faith  and  honor,  after  pledging  them  for  a  loan  of  money, 
however  i:npolitic  and  unwise  mftv  have  been  the  appropriation  of  thut 
money,  and  although  accident  and  misfortune  might  compel  a  tempo- 
rary suspension  of  payment. 

Ifthe  bank  bonds  in  question  are  to  be  sold  at  par,  with  an  hypothe. 
oatioa  of  the  Territorial  bonds  to  secure  them,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why 
the  Territorial  bonds  mav  not  be  sold  at  par,  with  an  hypc^hecation  ot 
ths  bank  bonds  with  mdividual  endorsers  to  secure  the  int)ere8t,if  soch 
further  security  is  deemed  necessary.  The  giving  par  for  the  bank 
bonds,  under  such  rircumstances,  would  prove  that  the  security  was 
perfectly  satisfhctory,  and  yet  if  the  Territorial  bonds  were  bought, 
and  the  bank  bonds  hypothecated,  the  security  would  be  the  same.  It 
IS  trae  that  the  Territorial  bondn  have  a  longer  time  to  run  ;  but  when 
bonds  sell  at  or  above  par,  which  implies  ttiat  the  security  is  perfectly 
satisfactory,  we  are  told  by  the  President  of  the  bank  that  the  longer 
time  the  bond  has  to  run,  the  higher  price  it  will  bring.  If,  on  the  oth- 
^r  band,  the  bank  bonds  are  to  be  sold  below  pai,  and  the  Territorial 
bonds  to  be  hvpothecnted,  with  a  privilege  to  sell  Iheni  also  bdow  pai:,  if 
th#  bank  bonds  are  not  paid  at  maturty,  there  is  a  prospect  end  posHi. 
bility  of  a  lo-s  double  that  which  we  have  been  considering,  and  it 
would  seem  that  fbtelgn  capitalists  were  taking  advantage  of  the  ne^ 
<reosftiesof  our  bank  to  impose  most  onerous  terms. 

Whether  the  bank  will  be  able  to  realize  ihe  sangune  hope  expressed 
by-its  officers,  of  meeting  such  new  debt  at  maturity,  the  Henate  muH 
judge  for  itself  firotn  our  previous  estmiates  based  upon  data  furnished 
by  the  bank. 

The  committee  will  only  remark  that  hopes  equally  sanguine,  and 
based  upon  founiiations  app^irently  flriner,  have  hitherto  proved  fatally 
4l«3eeptive.  H'hen  the  bank  received  its  first  million  of  dollars,  and 
breathed  life  and  enerry  into  all  around,  it  wa«  fondly  hoped  that  with 
sueh  a  capital,  and  such  a  countrv*  ^o  well  repaying  the  wages  of  -fL'-or 
and  pfo§t«  of  capt-a),  no  ditfk^ulty  could  ensue,  the  bank  mu^t  always 
meet  its  engugements.  Intoxicated  with  the  belief,  the  bank  was  lav* 
isb  m  its  favors,  &  the  country  grew  wild  with  idle  extravagance,  &  un. 
wholseme  spei'ulatton,  and  iii*lb37  the  Union  Bank  nuspended  before 
ihe  Banks  of  New  York.  In  1838,  she  purchased  the  Central  Bank, 
which  piTe  a  large  supply  of  specie,  and  removed  the  only  restraint 
Irom  het  fVeedom  of  action  In  that  same  year  it  received  its  new 
bonds,  upon  which  fl/iOGtOOO  were  obtained.  $aiguive  and  well 
founded  ST/;e8  were  ent'-rtained  that  even  this  amouTit  would  place  in 
«n  impreguabie  position  a  bank  whose^originsl  cqutalwas  only  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


116 

luillien,  but  it  disappeared  as  if  by  magic,  and  ve  caa  scarcely  say 

that  Its  paper  appreciated  iti  value. 

It  borrowed  Uj)wards  of  $500,000  of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  ihe 
hope  toas  safLguvie  ttt^t  iKis  would  relieve  the  bank*  and  would  be  easily 
pa\able  at  tuaturiiy,  and  yet  tUe  noteA  have  ail  tUe  time  sensibljr  4U* 
preciated,  and  t!ii«(  laAt  loan  is  one  of  tbe  very  difticuhies  we  have  now 
to  eurouuter^  though  the  bauk  has  made  heavy  sacrifices  to  maintain 
itself  in  the  interval.  In  all  these  cases,  the  san^ine  hope$  of  the  Bank 
and  the  country  have  br-en  disappointed.  Issha  better  off  now  ?  Com* 
pare  her  initnediaie  resources  and  liabilities  now — and  then.  Are  the 
forMier  {(reater  or  the  latter  less  now  1  Compare  her  credit  at  home 
an  •  a  road  now  and  then.  When  she  borrowed  post  notes  ol*  the  U. 
S.  Bank  at  eight  per  cent,  to  pay  interest  accrued  on  bonds  bearing  six, 
or  to  redeem  her  ordinary  circulation,  could  it  have  been  imagined  that 
she  would  now  be  asking  leave  to  i^orrow  at  a  lo^a  01*25  or  30  per  cent 
and  eight  percent  intere;$t  on  the  amount  rec^^ived,  to,pay  that  debt  I 

If  $300,000  would  nut  relieve  her  then,  will  $500,0u0  noip  ?  Was  it 
contemplated  by  the  framerw  of  the  charier,  that  ihe  bank  should  borrow 
at  H  ght  per  rent  in  Philadelphia  to  lend  at  eigtu  iu  Florida,  where  t«o 
m.e  i  pa,>i'r  was  already  adoat  7  and  then  borrow  at  a  heavy  l08»  to 
pay  that  debt?  Was  it  expected  that  the  bank  should  borrow  abroad 
till  its  credit  was  exuau»t«'d,  to  lend  at  hoiut  till  us  paper  depreciated  I 

Tlu'se  are  qu«^«tiou8  which  yuur  comtmUtie,  acknowledging  their  ig- 
norance of  the  science  orbfinking,  and  the  iuy:»tery  of  financiering,  can<i> 
njt  pretend  to  answt'r,  but  whicii  the  ^SVuate  must  answer  belace  it 
can  determine  whether  or  not  the  sanguine  hopes  entertained  ot  relief 
from  the  measure  propoeed,  are  well  founded. 

It  will  be  remember*  d  thai  in  the  loans  hitherto,  the  bank  bad  its  704 
bonds  still  under  :ts  control,  as  a  final  resort.  But  if  they  are  sold 
n>>w  below  par,  there  is  nothing  left,  but  the  debtors  iu  Florida,  from 
which  the  bank  chu  hope  for  relief.  If  the  hopes  entertained  should 
fail,  we^hail  still  be  driven  to  the  last  exireiiiity.  to  suspend  payment 
on  the  .ore  iin  debt,  accumuiated  in  amount.  If  there  ia  no  hope  of  ex- 
te,i?:ion  and  forbearamie  now,  without  a  privilege  of  sacrificiug  tbo 
bonds,  there  will  be  still  les'*  then,  as  the  bon«lswill  be  no  longer  ours* 
If  these  hopes  fail  the  bank  will  be  forced  at  last  to  call  upon  its  debt- 
ors, with  a  rapidity  and  severity  which  wdl  be  oppressive  to  the  people, 
ruinous  to  the  bank,  and  dangerous  to  the  Territory.  No  one  can  doubt 
— not  even  the  most  seeptical— the  mmd  most  obtuse,  in  perceiving  the 
obhgauous  of  national  honor — or  the  most  acute  in  discovering  nu>de8 
and  reasons  for  evadin(r  itsdictutes — that  the  Territorv  would  be  fully 
Ir.ible  tor  ih  bunds  tiius  to  be  allowed  to  be  sold  below  par«  aAer  all 
the  duM'usaioii  on  the  subject,  by  a  dehberate  act  of  the  Legislature. 

We  do  not  doubt  tiie  ability  of  tne  bank  to  ineet  all  these  bonds  in 
time,  by  juiiicious  management,  but  we  do  doubt  such  abihty  to  meet 
thorn  .n  a  bhurt  time  by  immediate  pressure,  under  circumstances 
which  >voulJ  exhaust  the  country  of  muiiey  with  which,  to  buy  the  pro- 
pei'ty  of  its  debtors. 

riie  only  qa^'at.on  which  remains  Wkth  those  who  doubt  the  realisa* 
lion  uf  tiie  uopos  of  the  bank  by  the  sale  of  the  bonds,  and  who  also 
doibt  wnetaer  .tcan  obt'un  further  credit  abroad  with  its  preaent  re- 
sources, and  oy  tne  use  of  tne  i)onJ-^,  is,  whether  it  is  hettt^r  to  auapend. 
payment  now,  and  prep  ire  tu  rcHUine  und<^r  better  auspices,  or  to  sac* 
raiee  th'  builds  and  th^^n  suspend  payment. 

Th    «  '  '  not  part  witti  tii»'  bnnk  memorial  without  noticing 

a  portion  of  it  which  is  of  too  extraordinary  a  eUaraoter  to  be  ptMad 
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with^Qi  domiMtti.  At  paye  Uurve,  the  memorial  etolee'  »*  The  public 
mind  hae  been  injprete4*(l  witb  the  beiief,  that  the  exiatiiif  rvila  are  all 
attribttiable  to  the  banka,  who,  by  an  impradeiitejiteaaioa  of  diacounta, 
tiave  made  over  iaau«a  of  baak  paper.  Ueneeevrry  reotedy  propoafrd, 
tuie  for  iU  object  to  compel  the  banka  to  re  dace  their  eirculauoD. 
The  e%iJa  complauied  of  are-#- 

1.  Ejttravaf  aut  ratea  domanded  fot  northrrn  ezehaage ; 

2,  \n  ailedffed  depreciation  in  the  value  of  our  bank  currracy  ; 

8.  And  Hi  the  aame  lime,  aa  aaknowledged  and  diatreaaiDg  aearcify 
♦f  that  very  currency. 

Thia  laat  admitted  fact  sboakl  induce  a  doubt  whether  the  public 
mind  baa  not  mistaken  the  true  cauae  af  our  embartaeamema.  And 
tbat  doubt  mutt  be  atrengtheaedby  two  other  ondeoiable  iaeta.  That 
the  bank  circulation  of  the  Territory  ia  leaa  by  one  half  than  it  waa  be* 
fora  the  auapeaaion  of  aprcie  paymenta ;  and  that  the  circulation  of  thia 
bank  ia  much  leaa  in  amount  thiyi  will  be  due  and  payable  to  It,  in  tba 
eaorae^  of  the  year,  for  interact  upon  ita  diacaunta.  burely  thcae  facta 
an|(bt  to  diaabuae  the  public  mina. 

The  true  eauae  of  the  high  rate  of  aortbern  exahaage,  t^  tht  norAem 
inMieth€sscflh$  Ttrriicry;  an  indebtedneaa  ezeeediuf  the  value  of  her 
asporta.  And  if  by  eurtailmcota>  the  bankcouid  have  withdrawn  eve* 
Tj  dollar  af  ita  noiea  f)rom  circulatiou,  iha  meaaure  would  neither  have 
paid  one  doUar  of  northern  dabl»  nor  have  reduced  the  rale  af  northern 
exchange  1  per  cent*  Althaugh  it  would  ha? a  rcaeived  money,  ^  have 
added  to  the  embarraaameaia .  of  the  country,  by  depriving  it  of  ita 
chief  currancy . 

The  obTioua  remedy  for  the  denmgement  of  inland  axchangea,  aa  < 
well  aa  for  moat  of  the  other  evila  endured  by  our  community,  ia  the 
payment  of  the  northern  debt :  and  the  c^bvioaa  meana  of  paymg  a  large 
amouniof  it,  ia  a  aale  of  the  704  Territorial  bonda,  held  by  the  bank. 
Without  auchaakf,  the  bank  and  tba  aommunily  muat  continue  to  auf- 
fer." 

The  bank  memorial  in-  other  placaa  apeaka  of  the  depreciation  aa 
*«real  or  imaginary."  The  committee  will  not  venture  to  rxpreaa  an 
opinion  apon  a  aubject  with  which  the  bank  and  ita  officers  abould, 
from  their  avocation,  be  ao  much  better  acquainted,  but  only  venture  to 
auggeatthe  reaaoiia  why  the  public  mind  aeema  to  have  tnttitaincd 
the  anfortunate  delusion,  that  the  depreciation  was  **•  reai.^' 

First — Because  Union  Bank  money  will  not  paaa  more  than  one 
hundred  miles  from  the  door  of  the  bank,  and  there  only  at  4Gur  50  par 
cent  diacount  for  real  money. 

SecofKiZy— Becauae  lands,  negroea,  merchandize,  or  any  ether  article 
ofintrinaic  value,  can  be  bought  for  40  or  50  per  cent  leas  m  money,  or 
specie  paying  bank  notea,  than  in  Union  money  in  Tallahaasee. 

The  community  alao  thought  that  one  reason  of  the  **  diatreaaing 
scarcity  of  that  very  currency,*'  was  beeauae  it  takea  /o^ice  aa  mpch  of  it 
to  buy  any  article  of  value,  aa  it  does  of  any  currency  not  laboring  under 
a  aim iiar 'delusion.  And  thua  the  $d;iO,000  itf  eirculat^on  wiU  buy  no  ' 
more  articleaof  intriusic  value,  than  would  $115,000  of  aound  curren- 
cy. Aud  thus  the  acarcity  of  money  is  aa  severely  felt  aa  if  the  bank 
paid  apaeie,  and  had  only  $115,000  out,  which  is  has  than  tliebank  offu 
cera  contend  ia  abaolutely  necessury,  and  $95,000  k^a  than  they  think 
would  remain  out  under  any  circumatances. 

The  price  of  northern  exchange  is  no  higher  Jiew  in  some  funds, 
th#D  it  baa  always  been.  Specie  or  its  equivalent  in  value,  will  buy 
ooHkaro  ezahaDgciociLbout  three  par  cent,  ortthe  price  af  freight  an 
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iotarancc,  tird  MH&etliuig^  owtr  far  the  greater  conteokfife  mid^  taftto^ 
ortroi)ble5  which  is  the  natural  rai#  of  exchange.  To  eompiain  of 
ih«>  high  rate  of  exohao^ff  10  Uoion  raoaey,  is  obIv  anmber  uiode  of 
eomplaiBin^  of  the  depreciatiun.  The  price  of  cs<'li:)i>ge  aixl  specie  ia 
Union  oNioey*  Taries  little.  The  only  way  to'^dieabase -the  publie- 
niiod,"  would  be,  it  pr-^cticable,  tor  the  Bank  le  pay  specie;  and  then 
exchange  in  UoioD  moliey,  would  be  at  the  same  price  whieh  it  noir 
beats  io  specie.  A  ad  if  hall  the  circtilaiioD  were  to  ge  in,  money  Would 
be  no  iDore  distressingly  scarce  than  al  pMaeat;  becaase  all  that  re- 
mained out,  would  double  in  value.  .  <     ' 

The  object  in  wishing  to  force  ibe  Baaks  to*  raduoe  their  "oireuHitiaa 
has  not  beea  based  upon  the  idea  that  we  ehould  thereby  be  enabled  4i^ 
rectly  to  payour  northern  debts,  bat  because  tl»e  banks  by  reducing  theiir  cir- 
culation would  in  time  compell  its  debtors  to  pay  m  cotton  or  cot  ton- biile  ' 
or  rrioiiey,  or  something  else  of  a  real  intrinsic)  eatchanMbtevahie^  aa4 
thus  enable  the  Ban^  to  put  out  a  s^und  currency  with  whiohthe  huU 
derscoald  buy  exchange  near  the  natural  rate«  or  draw  epecie  amir  ship 
it  in  payment  of  Northern  debt5>.  ■  •        *• 

We  do  bold  the  BaBfce  respoBMhIe  foraU  the  excese  of  our  Ndrthehi 
iadebtedaess,  because  ind^peiideiit  of  her  own  lan^e  debt  abroad  whicli  * 
causes  her  to  be  a  large  purcha^ter  of  exchange  rtiereby  raising  the  prio*  * 
upon  othere  and  prefeniing  ihem  from  payings    Siie  nas  also  vrtaWci  • 
large  amount  of  local  debt  to  herself '  upon  which  ehe  haabeen  sotftdsl* 
cent,  at  to  permit  and  encourage  entmvanattt  expenditurei*  in  tofemtt 
kwuries  and  cenifort?,  to  an  afidoant,  indudiagtbe  Banks'  debt  abroad^ 
exceedin-:;  our  exports,  as  the  memorial  states.    And  thus  still  ^rther 
efthantiog  the  price  ol<  exchauare,  by  causing  the  demand  to  exceed  ibe 
probability  of  supply.    If  the  Bank  had  been  lets  Kberal  ia   its  loans^- 
or  more  punctual  in  exacting  payment,  the  prodoce  which  has  gone  abrmid 
tubuy  luxuries, and  to  esrabti«h  credit  upon  which  more  mwht  be  bought, 
would  hatpecame  to  the  Bank  in  rehtrn  fonts  loans,  and  the  excess  of  ' 
foreign  debt  complained  ofj  could  not  have  existed.    The  Bank  has  com" 
pUined  that  its  debtors  paid  their  produce  to  their  merchant <  instead  of 
to  the  Bank.    This  iact  of  itself  proves  .oar  views  to  be  correct. 
The  BaaK  has  now  due  ro  it  a  domeatic  debt  of  ^1,436.961  ^ 

Besides  a  debt  of  the  Territory,  50«,000 

l,4d6,96d  • 
Of  its  owa  voluntary  creation,  bestdaa  the  4toek  debt  cre- 
ated by.  its  charier  of  $1,910,461 

Making  an  aggregate  of  $3,397^4^^ 

Whilst  its  whole  actual  capital  ia  2,^96,000 

Making  a  surplus  of  de^t  of  91,101,433 

On  deducting  its  9toek  debt  which  was  created  by  charter  fVom  ita 
actual  capital,  we  have  a  surplus  for  banking  of  9385,M9,  upoti  which 
the  Bank  has  corriveH  to  prodtice  an  indebtedness  on  the  part  of  the 
country  6f  $1,486,963.  or  nearly  four  doUars  for  one  of  itt^diapoaahle 
ca))itar.  Under  these  cifcum' tances  we  might  with  more  propriety  say 
that  the  high  price  of  Northern  exchange  is  produced  bjr  the  immetive 
amount  of  debt  we  owe  to  the  Bank,  which  We  are  now  callied  Upon  c#- 
pay  at  the  same  time  and  with  tke  same  inecnw  with  our  tioTihern  debt, 
which  her  indalgence  permitted  and  encouraged  us  to  conifdCt. 

^his  Bank  bdng  compelled  to  lay  out  of  so  much  of  her  capital  on-'  * 
long  loans  by  her  charter,  should  haife  banked  wkh-more  thaaordlBMf' 
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eautioo  uiK>Q  ber  siaaU  renaiiiiag  eapittl.    Bccaa«ie  is  iMttio*  t6  tlw 

c  li'iar/  Jid&cuities  at'  Bauks.  Coiii«et  Uieircircuktion,  akebada  henff 
»:i:iua!  debt  ti>  pay  abroad,  which  sbecoulJ  itoc  meelit'  her  cir^lation 
w  \^  e^ttfiiJed  ia  the  u^uai  banking  proporiioos,  and  at  the  same  time 
iat-«L  Uia*  circulation. 

i.'rie  Bank  proposes  as  an  iDducement  to  u$  to  grant  her  prayer,  that 
th«^  Aiali  be  compelled  to  pay  specie  insii  months  fromlhe  sale  of  tlM 
b  *id  ,  aud  ibairi^lit'  snail  nnually  appropriate  two  per  cent,  of  the 
aoiouut  o<'  the  bond^aA  a  sinking  tuad. 

it  be  Bduk  hypotkecatts  the  bonds  as  she  seems  to  contemp^te^ 
Uiuu  ttfte  six  n^ntiis  wtll  nevsr  arrive,  unless  the  Bank  tails  to  redeem 
ber  own  bouds  aud  penaitsours  to  be  sold,  in  whicb  case  she  will  not 
btr   ible  to  pay  specie. 

And  even  it  ibe  bouds-are  sold  ai  encB  we  ^e  no-tise  in  speeifyhig 
aucU  a  iiinit,  because  it'  unable  to  pay  theii,  she  would  not,  and- the  act 
would  t>e  a  dead  letter,  and  it'  able,  we  hnire  sufiicieni  coufideore  in  the 
iute£;rUy  ol'  ;be  Bank  officers^  to  beUev«  t  at  they  would  resume. 

Aol  us  to  (be  sinking  fund  proposed,  we  consider  ail  the  asaelfs  of 
the  L-a  .k  and  all  profits,  as  a  ttind  tor  the  payment  of  the.ie  "onAs^aod  we 
do  uoi  .^ee  Hiat  c ailing  a  particular  portion  a  sinJtinf  fund  will  increase 
our  security. 

it  id  purposed  by  i  be  report  from  another  ptfriion  of  this  committ<!e,and  by 
tht^  committee  of  ibe  House  of  Hepreseulatives  with  which  we  were  order- 
ed \o  confer  upon  ttiis  subject,  that  themorigageiand  bonds  given  to  secure 
ftto^.k.  should  be  deposited  with  the  Terrrtory.  But  the  eightli  section  of 
the  jrriginai  charier  already  requires  that  tho^e  bonds  aud  mortgages 
•hiil  be  given  to  lecure  the  Terntary^  And  they  are  recorded.  They 
are  in  vhe  oa:ne  of  the  Bank,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  Territory.  The 
charter  prescribes  the  only  mode  in  which  they  can  be  cancelled,  vi?: 
by  substituting  other  property  of  equal  Talue.  And  the  directors  have 
the  rii^tit  to  judge  of  the  substituiion  as  they  hnd  the  right  to  judge  of 
tht5  orii^iQal  mortgages,  and  the  Territory  is  represented  in  that  body. 
The  committee  cannot  discover  any  addiiKMial  satety  whieh  wouldbe  sin 
cured  by  placing  the  original  mortp[age<<  in  the  eustodv  of  the  Territory* 
Belie viag  that  most  ot  the  mistortunes  of  the  Bank  have  arisen  trom 
defects  ia  its  couiiitution,  and  believing,  that  similar  causes  will  contin- 
ue to  produce  similar  eiteets,  |f our  committee  ean  see  no  remedy  other 
than  a  reform  in  that  constitution.  To  elect  wliieh  would  require  «he 
absent  of  the  stockholders;  and  only  upon  such  ai^se^it  given,,  won  Id 
your  committee  advise  under  any  circumstances,  a  consent  to  thepra^ 
er  of  the  Dank.    The  committee  would  propose, 

1st  That  the  Bank  should  issue  no  more  paper  under  any  pretence, 
till  specie  payments  are  resumed,  and  that  such  resumption  should  take 
place  at  least  a^  early  as  April  1942. 

M,  Tliat  the  Bank  be  divided  into  two  dieltn^t  departa^encs.  ^The 
Union  Loan  Office^and  the  Union  Bank^  The  ibrm^  to  be  ond4t 
tho  control  of  three  CommiS'sioners,  oae  to  be  selected  by  the  Territory, 
and  one  by  the  Stockholders,  dnd  a  thfrd  by  those  two,  who  should  give 
proper  secoritv,  be  paid  by  the  Bsok.  keep  theft  funds  in  separate 
Taudtsof  the  fiank,  take  charge  of  the  bonds  and' mongajf^s,  report  an^ 
nua-U;  upon  the  situation  of  mor^ages,  the  deaths  and  births-  ef  sleyei 
4c.;  aiid  collect  ine  interest  due  on  stock  by  summary  prooesa,  alwave 
in  u>^vte  at*er  the  resumption  of  specie  payments;  who  should  make 
arran<;e  (leo^s  abroad  for  thf  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  purchase  of 
bonds/ under  re^ul'tionrto  be  prescribed  in  the  act.  M'ho^*'  fiiccoun^ 
aadfands  ahouid  be  atihjtfct  lo  tJie  iatpeetioo  o(*  the  Pfeeideatdf  the 
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Bank,  bat  not  under  his  cfdntrol,  or  he  Hable  toaptvropriation  to  any  oth- 
er purpn^e  than  pigment  of  the  interest  and  bonds. 

3  J.  All  the  other  ri^ht^  and  creUt*  of  the  Bank,  and  all  other  K  abil- 
ities, should  be  subject  to  the  B«nk  Department,  which  should  always 
pay  specie,  or  instantly  forfeit  all  banking  privilege^  and  be  placed  in 
xki  hands  of  eommiasioners  to  wind  up.  Which  should  make  an  esti- 
mate erery  year  of  its  profits,  and  pay  «rer  the  sSme  in  specie,  to  the 
loan  office,  to  ^ny  intereM  and  bends.  Which  shouldhave  a  smaller 
number  of  Directors  than  at  present,  who  should  nerer  lend  to  any  of 
their  own  body. 

4.  The  704  unsold  bonds  should  be  made  redeemable  at  the  pleasore 
of  the  loan  office,  in  the  order  of  their  ntmtbers,  and  all  other  bonds  be 
first  redeemed  when  at  par  or  below  it. 

Ib  order  totestihe  will  of  the  Senate  upon  the  question,  and  deter- 
mine at  once  whether  it  if*  willing  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  Bank,  w^ 
pro?»ose  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Banks  be  requested  forthwith,  to 
report  a  Bill  based  upon  the  foregoinsr  principle^,  anH  repealing  the 
thirty  fourth  section  of  the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank,  upon  conditioo 
that  the  Stockholders  ftrst  tkgree  to  the  modification^  of  the  ch  irier,  to 
be  contained  in  such  Bill.  W.  H.  BROCKENBROUGH. 

I  ChtireMtt  of  the  minority  Com.  on  Banks. 

Which  was  read,  received,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  same  froip  the  Judiciary  CotninitteQ,  made  the  following 
report,  viz: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciarv,  to  which  was  referred,  an 
act  entrtled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  net  concerning 
the  appointment  and  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  re- 
port: 

That  they  cannot  discover  in  what  tlie  act  proposed  varies 
from  the  present  l»w,  or  what  purpose  will  be  effected  by  its 
passaofe,  and  theref  >fe  return  it  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mend it^  indefinite  postponement. 

WM.  H.  BROCKENBROUGH.  Chairman. 
•  Which  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  same  from  the  same  committee  reported  an  act  giving 
the  right  of  fiert  to  shipwrights,  material  men,  &c,  in  this  Ter- 
ritorVf  with  amendments. 

W  hicli  was  read,  a  second  time,  a»d  ordered  for  to-day* 

Mr.  Livingston  offered  the  followini?  resolution : 

Re$9hmd  hy  t^e  €hp&mor  ttnd  Lp.gislativh  Oouncil  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  F'orida,  That  the  Auditor  of  the  Territory  be  requi- 
red to  audit  the  account  of  R..K.  C4">  'at^  Governor  of  Flo- 
rida, respecting  the  expendittu*es  of  \h&  monev  raised  for  the 
defence  of  the,  frontier,  under  an  act  in  addition  to  the  military 
laws  now  in  force,  approved  4th  .VaiYjh,  1887  ;  and  that  a  copy 
of  the  same  be  deposited  irt  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Territory,  and  that  the  Governor  be  requc^^ted  to  forwaid  jtwo 
copies  of  the  account  current,  to  Wasain^ton  City,  one  to  the 
Pi»9idej»t.of  the  United  States,  and  one  to  <mr  Delegate  in  Oon-' 
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gres,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  procure  the  patiitiieof  a  Uif 
to  remunerate  the  Territory  by  payment  of  the  same, 
hich  was  read. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House,  a  resolution  f<Mr  the  re- 
lief of  John  Wooten  of  Gadsden  county. 

Which  vifas  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Also  the  disagreement  of  the  House,  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  aecure  to  the  people 
of  this  Territory  a  sound  currency. 

Oo  the  question  of  adhering  to  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate»  the  yeas  and  n^ys  were  called  by  Messrs.  Pelot  and  Cooperi 
and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Dupont,  Liv- 
ingston and  McLean — 5. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cooi^er,  Pelot  and  Walker — 3. 

Also  the  foUowinff  message : 

House  of  Reprvsentativw,  ) 
February  26,  184L      ) 
Ewtraet  frfnm  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Brown  from  a  select  committee  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  his  Excellencv  the 
Governor,  on  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council 
for  the  relief  of  the  executor  of  James  W.  Exum,  late  Marshal 
of  the  Western  District  of  Florida,  have  performed  that  duty^ 
and  be/;  leave  to  report : 

That  his  Excellency  is  satisfied  with  the  explanation  which 
theeommittee  has  had  with  him.  m  reg-ird  to  the  ju^t'ce  of  said 
claim,  and  he  has  instr*jcted  the  committee  to  report  to  the 
House,  that  If  they  will  return  the  resolution  he  will  si^n  it. 

THOS.  BROWN,  Chairman. 

Which  was  concurred  irt,  and  a  copy  thereof  directed  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Senate. 

Attest.        J.  H.  GIBSON,  Cferk,  H.  R. 

Also  as  passed,  an  act.to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Tallahassee 
Rail  Road  Company.  Which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time 
and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

Also  as  passed,  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  change  the  name 
of  Abraham  Marshall  Trotinan.  Which  was  read,  the  rule 
Tiraived  and  passed. 

Also  as  passed,  an  act  amendatory  to  the  several  acts  incor« 
pohitin<^  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida.  Which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banks* 

.   Also  aa  .pMsed»  without  ameodmeftt,  aaact  to  amend  th*  3d 
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section  of  an  n'zi  entitfed  at)  act  to  establish  two  terms  of  the 
Superior  Court  in  Columbia  county. 

Also  as  passed,  a  bill  to  be  enti  led,  an  act  to  encourage  the 
destroying  of  wolves  in  the  Territory  of  Florida.  Which  was 
read  a*id  laid  on  the  table. 

•  Also  as  adopted,  a  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Capl.  S.  J. 
Perry.  Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Militia. 

Mr.  Brockenbroiigh  by  leave  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  tu  which  was  referred,  an 
act  to  repeal  the  4th  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
an  act  passed  January  3'lst,  1839,  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  city  of  Apalachjc»»la,  approved  March  2d,  1838,  report : 

That  the  section  sou<;ht  to  be  repealed,  requires  a  registry  of 
voters  in  the  city  of  Apalachicola.  They  have  consulted  the 
representative  from  FrankliH,  who  introduced  the  bill,  and  as- 
certained from  him  that  it  is  the  wish  of  his  constituents  that 
the  act  be  passed,  as  the  registry  causes  trouble,  and  pn>duces 
no  good  effect,  being  a  measure  entirely  local.  The  committee 
report  it  without  amendment,  and  recommend  its  adoption. 

WM.  H.  BROCKENliROUGH. 

Said  bill  was  ordere]  for  to-day. 

A  resolution  fur  the  suspension  of  the  Territorial  Revenue, 
reported  by  the  C«>mmittee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory,  was 
again  read  and  ariopted. 

,^  A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  34th  section  of  the 
charter  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  was  laid  on  the  table* 

A  resolution  "^to  rescind  the.  26th  rule  of  the  Senate,"  was 
again  read,  and  on  its  adopti^in,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  Pelol  and  Cooper,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bruckeobrough,  Dupont,  Liv- 
ingston and  McLean — 5. 
.   Nays — Messrs.  Cooper,  Pelot  and  Walker — 3. 

So  said  rule  was  rescinded. 

Mr.  Brockenbrou^'b  obtained  leave  to  introduce  *^  an  act  to 
alter  the  rate  of  damages  upon  protested  bills  of  exchaoee*" 
Which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  for  t>(»y%< 

The  Senate  then  took  a  recess  until  4  o'clock « 


'  4  o'clock,  March  1,  1641. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
*  '•  Mr.  Walker  by  leave  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  George  Fisher  and   Wm.  Wyatl,  and  Giles 
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Steward  hit  securities. ,  Which  was  read  a  first  and  isesofid 
time  and  ordered  for  to-day. 

The  report  o(  the  Commiltee  on  the  ^ih'tia,  on  so  much  of 
the  comoiUMication  of  his  Excellency   the  GoTernor,  as  pur- 
ports to  be  an  extract  of  a  leUer  Irom  Lieut.  Col.  Blackburi^ 
&c.  was  again  read  and  concurred  in. 

A  hill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  regtilatin;^  the  fees  of  Jailors  io 
this  Territory,  was  read  a  third  time  and  lost. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Tallahassee  Rail  Road  Company, 
was  read  a  thirfl  time  and  passed— ordered  that  the  title  be  as 
above. 

An  act  for  the  relief  J.  B.  Bull  and  P.  Ker,  was  read  again, 
amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed' for  tomorrow. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tampa  Bay,  St.  Johns  Rail  Road. 
Canal  and  Steamboat  Company,  was  road  a  third  time  and 
passed — ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

An  act  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Florida  upon 
the  propriety  of  going  mto  a  state  ;rovernment,  was  again  read, 
to  which  Mr.  Cooper  offered  the  following  amendment : 

And  whereas,  under  authority  of  certain  acts  of  incorporation 
of  th^  Banks  of  Pensacola.  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and 
Trust  Company,  and  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  certain  bonds 
and  guarantees  have  been  issued  to  said  corporations,  purport^ 
ipg  to  pipdge  the  faith  and  credit  of  this  Territory,  for  tluee 
millions  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars,  principal  payable  some 
years  hence,  and  aUo  the,  interest  thereon,  amounting  to 
two  hundred  and  thirty  four  thousand  dollars  annually ;  and 
w|}ereas,  it  is  contoiidcd  that  under  said  acts,  otiier  guarantees 
to  a  large  amount  can  i)e  claimed  of  the  Executive  of  this  Ter* 
ritory,  and  whereas,  many  citizens  of  this  Territory  contend 
that  the  said  nets  attempting  to  pledge;  the  f\ith  and  credit  of 
the  people  of  Florida,  for  the  benefit  of  said  corporations,  were 
and  are  invalid  in  that  regard,  and  that  the  said  acts  were  find 
are,  so  far  as  they  purport  so  to  do,  an  usurpation,  and  that  tifo 
whole  people  of  Floriilarare  not  legally  or  morally  bound  for 
the  redemption  thereof;  and  whereas,  others  contend  the  con- 
trar>'.     Now,  for  the  final  settlement  of  said  question. 

Be  jifiirther  enactfd  by  the  Oovernor  and  L?.gislative  Coun- 
cil of  the  TerrHnnf  of  Florida.  That  each  and  every  qualified 
vol^rofthis  Territory  l^e  required  by  the  ins ^^ctois of  elections, 
at  the  next  election  for  Delegate,  to  express  his  assent  or  dissent 
t^  said  acts,  by  voting  vitd  voce  at  the  time  of  giving  his  vote  for 
Delegate,  either  Faith  Bonds  or  No  Faith  Bonds^  which  vot« 
shall  be  wHtijBn  down  by  the  clerk,  op^>osite  the  name  of  the 
liQter,  in  tJie  poll  book,  and  return  made  <»(  the  nuniber  thereof, 
as  asforesaid.  to  the  Governor,  who  sf»,.l  proclaim  the  samri 
"with  the  other  votes,  al  saidpt^ctioiiy  a^.aioresaid. 
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On  the  adoption  of  said  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
^ied  by  Messrs.  Brockenbrough  and  Cooper,  and  were : 

Yeas — Jf/essrs.  Cooper,  English  and  Pelot— 3. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Dup^rat,  Ed- 
W-irds,  Livingston,  ^fcLisan  and  Walker — 7. 

On  the  passage  of  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Pelot  and  Cooper,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Bnx^kenbrougb,  English,  Ed- 
wards, Livingston,  Mclean  and  Walker — 7. 

Nays — Jfessrs.  Ceoper,  Dupont  and  Pelot — 8. 

So  said  bill  passed— ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

On  motion  for  an  adjournment,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  Dupont  and  Brockenbrough,  and  were: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cooper  and  Pelot — 2. 

Nays— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Dnpont,  Ed- 
wards, Livingston,  McLean  and  Walker — 7. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

A  biit  to  be  entitled,  an  adt  to  incorporate  the  lola  and  St»^ 
Joseph  Canal  and  Steamboat  Company,  was  a  again  read  and 
passed — ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

An  act  j^ivinsr  the  right  of  lien  to  shipwHghts,  material  men, 
&  •.  in  this  Territory,  was  again  read  ana  passed— ordered 
that  the  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Fisher 
and  William  Wyatt,  and  Giles  Stewart,  his  securities,  was  read 
a  first  and  becond  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  fourth  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  amend  an  act  passed  January  31, 1888,  entitled,  an  act  to  in- 
curpjrate  the  city  of  A palachicola,  approved  March  2d,  1889^ 
was  rtad  a  third  time  and  passed^-ordered  that  th^  title  be  atf 
above. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  message : 

ExBCfrTrns  DEFAJiTinsirr;  i 
Tallahassee,  March  1,  1841.      \ 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

In  re>pectfullv  inform  you,  that  I  have  approved  the  follow- 
ing acts  of  th#  Leg  slative  Council : 

^   I.  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  concerning  Jurors 
in  the  Southern  District,  and  for  other  purposes. 

IL  A  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  the  late  Jamea  Wl 
Exum,  late  Marshall  of  West  Florida. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  Executive  nomioatiodii 
•»— on  motion  the  door  was  opened. 

The  Senate  then  adjoumed  until  to-morrow* 
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TuMBAV,  March  3»  1841. 

Th«  St  Date  met  pursuant  to  adjourDinenl  and  yesterday's 
proceedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Pelot  requested  that  the  folloi^ing  be  spread  upon  the 
Jburnflds : 

Messrs.  Cooper  and  Pelot  give  the  following  reasons  for  vo> 
ting  against  a  bill  requiring  **  that  the  sense  of  the  people  should 
again  be  uken  on  the  propriety  of  going  into  a  Slate  Govern* 
ment.'' 

They  are  opposed  to  a  State  Government,  under  existing  cir« 
cumstances,  are  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  such  a  bilU  provided. 
time  eAoogfa  was  given,  so  that  intethgence  could  reach  the  most 
remote  portions  of  Fl or ida,and  thereby  prepare  every  man  tovot^ 
understandingly  on  the  qu^tion.  The  biil  now  bei'ore  us,  pro* 
poses  the  first  Monday  in  May  the  day  on  winch  the  next  Dele- 
gate  IS  et^ted.  We  deem'  this  time  too  siiori  to  investigate 
and  vote  propeily  on  so  important  a  matter,  and  beg  the 
time  should  be  postponed  until  the  first  Mouday  in  October, 
at  our  representative  electiott;  That  sequest  was  refused  us. 
We  do  not  fear  the  result,  previded  this  matter  is  allowed  to 
come  fairly  before  the  people  But  when*  when  we  consider 
the  short  period  of  time  between  this  the  (3d  March)  and  the 
first  Monday  in  May,  and  the  very  obnoxious  clause  m  the  se- 
cond section,  *^  That  should  the  vote  for  State  prevail,  it  shall 
be  considered  aa  m  renewed  application  on  our  part  to  go  into 
State  Government,"  we  deem  it  our  duly  to  record  our  votes  in 
the  negative,  on  the  passage  o-  the  bill,  so  that  in  the  event  of 
the  vote  being  for  state,  East  Florida  can  consistently  maintain 
Ifer  DO  ftioR,  and  say.  divide  us,  and  again  send  her  petition  to 
the  Federal  Government  for  division. 

Mr.  Dupont  offered  the  petition  of  R.  R.  Call,  late  Governor 
ef  Florida.     Which  was^reed  and  kidoa  the  table. 

The  same  from  the  Committee  on  the  iStaie  of  the  Territory 
ffeturoed  to  the  Senate  a  bill  to  be  tiniitied,  an  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  approved  on  the  eighth  day  of  February,  1836,  en- 
titled*  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Tropical  Plant  Company  of 
Florida,  and  be^  to  be  discharged  from  the  iurtber  considera- 
tion of  the  same. 

Said  bill  was  ordered  for  to-day* 

The  same  from  the  Conunittee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  aa 
set  cooceming  Roads,  Highways  and  Ferries,  with  amend- 1 
SAents*     Which  was  ordeied  for  to-^day. 

Mr.  Walker  from  the  Committee  on  ttie  Judiciary,  made  the 
Mowing  report: 
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The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in  reference  to  a  resolution 
of  the  House  for  the  rehef  of  one  John  Wootcn,  report : 

That  entertaining  the  opinion  that  the  subject  of  said  resolu- 
tion Cf>nfl<cls  with  toe  power  of  pardon  vested  in  the  Governor, 
advjse  ttie  rejection  of  ttie  bame. 

GEO.  WALKER,  Chairman. 

Said  resolution  was  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Edwards  from  the  committee  on  enrolments,  repprtftdaf 
correctly  enrolled  the  following : 

A  resolution  for  the  relief  oi  Gen.  Thos.  Browq.     , 

An  act  in  relation  to  public  elections.  ■    s      . 

A  preamble  and  resolution  requesting  an  appropriation  of 
Congress  for  tlie  re-consiruclion  oi  ibe  bridges  over  Ui^  Oclock- 
aee  and  Little  R.vers. 

Resolutions  requesting  tlie  re^approprioUon  o(  certaio  uw^x- 
pended  balances,  6cc. 

A  preamble  and  res3lutioDrf  in  relation  to  the  Bank,  qf  Jack* 

sonville.  •  .,       .  . '      .  • 

Resolution  appionting  the  Hon.  Wm.  Marvin  to  revise  the 
Laws  of  Florida.  -         •        ' 

An  act  to  amend  the  8d  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  l^ 
establish  two  terms  of  tiie  Suf)erior  Court  in  C/uiuiiOi^a  county, 

A  preamble  and  resolution  iri  relation  to  the  land  lor  tUe  ed* 
ucation  of  poor  children. 

An  act  to  idcorporate  the  Meclianics  Beneficial  Society  of  the 
cit'  of  Tallahassee. 

Mr.  Brockenbrougb  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judic^ry 
reported  an  pct  to  provide  cow^pensation  to  persous  *Hivtng. 
impaired  cotton,  with  tlie  tutle-ameaded,  so  as  to  read  "  wjneckod. 
and  damaged  cotton.'' 

Which  was  orded  for  to-day.  . 

Mr.  Pelot  from  a  Joint  Select  Committee  reported  a,bi» 
makiniT  certain  apprapriatioos.  .       f 

And  also  the  following: 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  report,  that  a  pesolMtiiott 
may  be  passed  at  the  present  session  m  reiereoce  ti*  the 
expenditures  of  ttie  Legislature  for  stationary,  (Stc. :  ihey  he* 
heve  that  ^reat  imposition  may  be  pracuced  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, from  the  present  loose  way  oi  doing  business  and  suggest 
that  in  future  a  bill  may  be  taken  4«r  every  article  purchased, 
either  by  a  member  or  an  otficer,  and  make  it  obJigaiory  upott 
the  merchant,  so  as  to  ensure  the  passage  of  iiis  account 
to  charge  each  number  With  ttie  articles  turnishcd  him  *qpa- 
•rAlelr.  These  hiHs  ean  be  furuislied  the  Conuniitee  on  Coaivi. 
pensation,  and  will  enable  them  to  do  justice  to  the  claimaafc 
and  also  to  the  Governmeot.   -  i  '  la 

Your  committee  beg  leave  that  this  or  some  otter  plan  ^WHlm 
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be  adopted,  such  as  will  meet  the  views  of  the  Le;;islaturc  ^ud 
ciftrry  their  object. 
'  Said  bill  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table,  iHI  called  for. 

The  Senate  received  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
icrflowing: 

ExBCUnVB  DBFAIlTMEirr, 

Tallahassee,  JMarch  2,  1841. 
To  the  Legislative  Cduncil  of  Florida. 

I  venture  to  express  the  hope  that  at  the  present  session  of 
the  Council  a  proper  provision  will  be  made  for  the  payment  of 
th   Private  Secretary  of  the  Governor  for  the  present  year.. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  business  of  the  department  can  be 
properly  transacted  without  the  assistance  of  such  an  officer. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

The  Senate  went  into  ccmimitiee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Pelot  in 
the  chair,  on  anaci  to  alter  the  rate  of  dama^^es  upon  protected 
bills  of  exchange;  afier  some  time  spent  m  its  cousideratiooy 
t}ie  commitiee  rose  and  reported  said  act  as  amended. 

On  the  indefinite  postponment  of  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  naja 
were  called  hiy  the  president  and  Mr.  Pelot,  and  were: 

Yeas —  Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  McLean  and 
Walker— 4. 

Navs — Messrs.  Cooper,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston  and 
Pelot— &• 

The  Senate  then  tooJLa  recess  until  half  past  3  o'clock. 


Half  Past  8  o'clock,  March  2, 1841. 

The^riate  met  pursuant  to  .ijodumment.      ' 

An  et]|?rossed  bill  entitled,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Jabez  B. 
Bull  and  Patrick  Kerr,  was  again  read  and  pasised— ordered  that 
the  title  be  as  above. 

A  resolution  for  the  relicff  of  R.  K.  Call,  was  asfain  read  read, 
for  tirhich.  Ml*.  Dupont  ofl^red  the  following  sabstitate : 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  (in  accordance  with  the  petition  of  R. 
K:  Call,  late  Governor  of  Floridtf,)  a  joint  cnmmittee  consisting 
of  two  members  of  the  Senate  and  two  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, be  appointed  toexamine  Into,  and  repfort  upon  his 
Hccounts  and  vouchers,  for  any  disbursement  which  may  bavt 
been  made  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier. 
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Which  was  accepted,  and  adopted, 

Messrs.  Livingston  and  Pelot  were  appointed  said  comnittet. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  supplitneniary  to  the  act  approved 
on  the  8th  day  of  February,  1838,  entitled,  an  act  to  incorpor- 
ate the  Tropical  Plant  Company  of  Florida,  was  agaia  rea4 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Cooper 
in  the  chair,  on  an  act  concerning  Roads,  Highways,  and  Ferries, 
After  some  time  spent  in  its  consideration,  the  committee  rose, 
and  reported  the  same  as  amended.  Said  bill  was  ordered  to  b« 
engrossed  for  to-m  >rrow. 

A  resolution  for  the  relief  of  John  Woolen,  was  again  read 
and  lost. 

An  act  to  provide,  compensation  to  persons  saving  wrecks 
and  damaged  cotton,  was  again  read,  ordered  that  the  title  be 
Its  amended. 

Mr.  Brockenbrough  from  tfce  committee  on  Banks,  reported 
an  act  amendatory  to  the  several  acts  incorporating  the  Central 
Bank  of  Florida, '  without  amendment.  Said  bill  was  ordered 
for  to-morrow. 

An  act  to  alter  the  rate  of  damai^es  upon  protested  bills  cS 
exchange,  was  again  read.  On  motion  to  strike  out  (he  proviso 
of  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Brocken- 
brough and  Duval,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  Piiesideot,  Messrs.  Brockenbrough  and  Walkef,3. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cooper,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston,  Mc- 
Lean and  Pelot — 6. 

On  the  passage  of  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Duval  and  Pelot,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cooper,  Dupoat»  Edwards,  Livingston,  Mc- 
Lean  and  Pelot — 6. 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrough  and  Walker 
—3. 

So  said  bill  passed ;  ordered  that  title  be  as  above. 

A  bill  to  be  ^titled  an  act  Ao  eaooarage  the  destroying  of 
wolves  in  the  Territorv  of  Florida,  was  again  read.and  p^ned. 

The  ^{eftate  reoeiveJ  from  the  House  of  Representatives  aa 
Itct  for  the  relief  of  L.  F.  Mosher,  which  was  read. 

Also  as  passea  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Parisb*  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  tinae  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 
!  Also  their  adoption  of  9  resolutioa«  adopted  by  the  Seoat(|r 
vefering  tlie  petition  of  R.  K.  Call  to  a  jomt  select  c^nNniiiee ; 
Mesnra,  Stepnens  and  Bannerman  wene  appointed  aaia  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  House. 

1^  Also  their  adoption  of  a  memorial  requesting  of  Coogr^i^  ^ 
anprapiatioo  (or  fiortificatiM  of  cei^Utin  poai^  ^n  \be  am^ijf 
JPlorida. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  lAyrmf^nknif  the  eorraspwdbnct  in  raliilioif 
tflllHroopt  in  East  Floriik  under  Col.  Robert  Brows,  and  Ma}. 
Isaac  Garrison  was  taken  from  the  table,  when-Mr.  Brooken- 
brough  oflfered  sundry  resolutions  in  refiunence  to  and  explana* 
tory  of  certain  resolutions  befored  passed  by  the  Legislative 
Coundi  for  the  payment  of  said  troops  which  was  reacT 

On  their  adoption  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrti 
Brockenbroagh  and  Cooper,  and  were : 

Yeas--^Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbreuffh,  Coeper,  Dm^. 
pont,  Edwards,  Li^n|;ston,  ilfcLean,  Peiot  and  Walket^^^ 

80  said  resokitious  were  unantmously  adopted. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  uatil  to-morrow. 


WsDifBSDAT,  March  S,  1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  and  yesterday's 
proeeedings  were  read. 

Mr.  Edwards  ofi^red^  resclutioii  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the* 
f>apers  and  furniture  ot  the  Senate.  Which  was  read  and  or- 
dered for  to-day. 

Mr.  DupoQt  ofiered  sundry  resolutions  requiring  the  Auditor 
to  report  to  the  Legislative  Council,  at  the  first  day  of  each 
session  thereof,  all  officers  charged  with  the  colleetion'of  any 
part  of  the  Territorial  revenue,  who  fnay  have  failed  to  make 
their  report  in  confortnity  with  the  existitig  laws,  &c.  Which 
was  read  and  ordered  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Edwards  from  the  aoromittee  on  the  Militia  made  the 
following  report : 

The  committee  on  Mitltla  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
made  by  the  chainnan  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  from  the 
lower  Mouse,  on  the  petition  of  CapU  S.  J.  Perry,  hare  had 
the  same  under  consiiferation,  and  ask  leave  to  report : 

That  they  db  hot  c6ncar  in  the  repiort  made  by  that  commit- 
\ee,  as  no  specific  sum  is  named  'u\  the  rep(»rt,  and  it  appear* 
iug  that  the  petitioner  has  not  made  applicatiun  to  the  General 
Government  for  an  adiustment  of  his  claim. 

And  further  ^re  of  opinion,  thatlhe  report  should  have  beeo 
refei-red  to  the  Comnfiittee  on  Claims.  Therelore  ask  leave  to 
h^  discharged  frim  further  consideration  of  the  matter  referred. 
'  '  J.  D.  EDWARDS,  Chairman. 
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'  WMcb  W9m  ikmA\Mnd  nr(iBred  for  fo^-ihiV.  < 

Mr.  Brockenlroasrii  from  the  nunorityof  ifaeC<Mf)mitteeoD 
Baftkt  iMadd  the  foHowirig  report :  *  - .  r 

';;     '".     .,    AJIN'oRl.Ty  REPpRT.      '  .\ 

TheCbairmavi^f  tbe.CoiTunjU^!^  ^Q  B^^ks  io  ijrhieh  waf 
^btfiXri  W  .%Ct  entitle  ^0  act  ^meMatory  to  tlie  several  opts 
incorporating  Uie  CentraJ  Bank  of  FlQrida,  ^h'u^b  w.a^  re^fort^ 
i0  |he  Seyaate  yeat^dftjr  witliqut  annendment  by  l>ii|9self  oa'fee- 
half  i£  ^h^  ofwjoruy  of  tbe^fComnifttee,  lepprt :     • 

That  he  has  received  ttje  ain^ed  let.U9r#  froii^  M r.  Hixqi)  of 
St.  Joseph,  and  Mf'  Gauti^r,  tj^  {ieprcseqtaliv^  from  (^alh^Ot 
and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  persons  mentioned  la  these  letters  are  known  in  the  Ter- 
ritory, and  of  a  highly  respectable  character,  and  the  charter 
is  generally  less  loose  and  objectionabled  in  its  character  than 
these  instruments  generally  ar(?.~  And  the  Bank  always  sus- 
tained a  high  character  under  the  old  charter,  by  judicious 
management.  But  the  whole  Union  has  suffered  so  much  from 
excess  of  Banking,  and  Florida,  especially  West  Florida,  has 
b  ^  §Q  pfsquliaiily  Qfiff^d  with  jpad  Banks,  and  as  at  this  time  the 
BpjrJc^. generally  have  been  UJi^blQ  iQConUiui^^ipecie  paypd^nts 
in  t'.ie  wealthy  cities  and  States  south  ot  New.  York,}  it  wa$ 
feare(j  by  the  chairnxan  of  tti^  commi^t^  con^rarjf  (o  the  oploioa 
of  tl*e  majority,  th^t  an  attetnpt .  to,  .^sjablish  a'  specie  payipg 
Bank  at  St.  Joseph,  would  end  in  one  of  those  unhappy  failure^ 
^hjch,^ayf  bitharto  followed. sueh  eaterpfisea  in  West  Flpi:ida. 
&ut,tfae  character  of  the  ^ntlemch  named  pfcc^Iudes  t^e  idea^ 
fhat  a  fi  auduleut  bultble  is  intended.  And  their  fortunes^  whico 
are  renoerod  liable  by  the  charter,  will  be  some  feeurity  to  thf 
immunity  against  any  errors  ip  jvidgemen;  ^\}ic\i  they  ma| 
commit. 

.  Ajiotliej*  objection  eQt^rtaiDed  to  this,  act  yaa  that  a  (prmef 
Letrislative  Council  had  required  this  charter. ao)ong  ptKjjrs  lo 
be  forfeited. by  judicial,  proeee^ipfs .which  are  yet  jjendinjr^  for 
jjcauser...  And  it  >vas  though^  oojcpiionaWe  to,n?vive  by  ai^y 
•act  oi  oars,  any  on^of  these  institutions  whiqb  hadf  opce  bee^ 
put  to  sleep.  .        ^ 

.  If  this  coaiter  is  nop  tiaUe  to  such  Tqrfeiture  Ufij^ar  those 
judicial  proceedings,  an  ai^cndment  i;  proposed  to  pr^fvent  thi# 
*|ict  from  bein^  considered  a  resus.tatioQ  and  ireyival  of  thf 
charter,  v  hich  will  remove  this  ol^cction. 

If  this  charter  is  not  Vi*hh  to  such  forP.Mture,  it  is  the  prpperty 
of  the  Uoion  Bank*  and  liable  to  be  soM  at  apy^  time  and  1,0  a(^r 
persoi.s,  wiihoui  ilie  anunidmenls  projM>si^d  by  the  bill  befoi^ 
thcSeiiafe»which  ioiprpyc  thecharterby  aditin?  saieguards  to  the 
community.    And  if  not  liable  qow  to  suob  forfeiture,  it  may  i|t 
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rkevMihyfed'iiMiiiidi]^  at  T&H^hatwe  wilb  an  tfMov  iAimm*\ 
att  hu^Mnei^d  at  ^4t.  J<>seph  ef  elsewhere,  withont  oar  oonsent  aiid' 
\!^ithout  ouramendoafents.  '  •  .  ,      . 

Preferring  that  it  shocilcl  be  sold  to  respectable  persons,  £^n4. 
with  judicious  afifendcnwta,  if  it  still  has  a  legal  existence,  to  the 
posMUKty  foif'  (Vb  btMOgr  put  in  force  by  persons  less  worthy  of 
confidence  and  without  the  amendnnent.  The  objections  to  the 
bill  will  ba  ramoFed  if  the  following  amendment  is  adopted. 

'    W.\r.  H.  BROCKBNBRPUG^.  CJii^rn^m    ; 

Ssc.  6.  Be  it  further  enacteif  That  thi«  «ct  abalttiot  h^  con* 
«trued  to  suspend  OT  diminish  .the  fci^ce  or  operation  of  ^n^  apt 
of  the.  Council*  hUherto  pissed  req^'ilr^A^  the  District  Attorpics  to 
proceed  by  judicial  .proceedings  to  lorfeit  certain  charters  for, 
didnf  naer^  or  to  relieve  from  any  sudi  forfeiture  or  the  lia« 
bMity  to  such'  forfcffture 'which  may   have  been  inctiFfed,  or 
td  ffnnul  or  ^spend  any  Itga]  proceed\fig^  yfhi^H  haV6  been' 
commenced  o'l^  maybe.  comnii6nccd' under  (he  act '  approved , 
MajTQh  th^  fourth,  183S,  or  aay  other  s^ct  to  declare  any  char- 
ter forfeiled*   or  in  aay  manner  torevire  or  resuaitata  any 
charter  so  forfeitisd  or  liaM^  t©  forfeitiire,  but  the  Drtrict  Aitor-* 
nies  iife'i^qiifrid  to  prosecute  such  proceedings  with  all  possrble' 
d^Iligence,  dnd  judgment  shall  be;  obtained  on  the  same,  in  the  ] 
same  mi^nner  and  bavQ  the  sam?  efl^ct  a$  if  this  act  bad  out 
been  passed*     . 

.       '     TALLAHA6BEE,  Mifoh  lal,  1841. 
Wm.  H.  Brockcnbbodoh,  Esa.,  * 

•  Hhairman  vf  Ceifimitiee  of*  Banks, 

U^^r^it  t  At  y^r  r^esc,  I  acTUess  you  in  relation  to  the  bill  now 
b^'f  ire  the  Senate,  hariog  for  its  object  the  removai  of  the  Central  Bank 
to  St.  Joseph. 

As  you  are  aware,  by  ^tt4^t?Lfr^fi^tatm^a  jnr^htk  oflbeold  Mtf>l- 
hol^^  ef  Ike  ^  #oiepb  Goainny,  bMe  beeo.mduead  to  abaadlp|i|(ie 
enterprize,  fora.coDisi^^atioa,  w^h  wasia^eAded  to  be  e;[cl^sive^y'9|k^ 
pcopria!*^  lo^  themselves,  le8^vir>g  a  heavy  and  a  much  larger  JQterest 
rdined  aniKi'baAdoried' by  their  desertion.       '     ^  ' 

'Beli^fiiorthat  ::5r.  Joseph'  Jet  pos-e^ses  all  the  commerciiil  advanta*  * 
g4^  "a^i  ^^iUlie3  >.tln<ih'  its  ti^  firojeclora  mairttaitoed  it  possessed,  ^ 
t^re  ftr^itbost  wha  ara.w^ilinf  tu4ake4iy  the.eDtejrpfiae  at  the  point  at., 
which  it  ha^  been  abaadoned.  ^^ 

The  localioo  of  |he  Central  Bant  at  St,  Jo*^ph  jvilj,  it  is  cohfi<fently 
expected,  influce  the  mlroducliou  of  uew  capital  iriio  the  place,  w'hicn 
idl  friends  fhiftk  \i  aff  ihat  i-;  reTqaircdlo  ^n^ure  its  aucc  eis. 

A-^fe*y<UMibbha't  been  eottcliJd^biitilh  the  Union  Bank  for  ibe  par-  * 
chisc  of  the  Oentral  Bank  charter,  and^the  pr^|eo(  4pplicaiio«  for  ita  ' 
r«mgtVH|:ui{  St.  Joseflh^  U  mde  at  t^  iimBediate;  appllcatioq  of  tli<3 
Me>srj*.  Ohaire^  Judge    R.  C.   Allen,  Mr.  W.    P.  Craig,  Mr.  H.  W. 
Cater.  CL>I.  H.  W.  BraOen^  and  my  ^elf.    , , 

IJt.Jol^ph  cofttains' a  BOp\iHition 'of  neftriy  on^  ttiou^aml  sonb.  lo- 
▼estmeats  have  been  macle  to  perhaps  the  amount  of  one  niillioa  of  dot- 
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Itrtk  ThB  thicrat  ba<  e  bMO  roMed  by  tlie  trranftwet  allvdid  h»»  ii4^ 
tbeir  property  reii4ef«fcl  valueless.  The  new  eoterpriae  will  restore  to  % 
great  extent  the  valae  of  their  property,  and  at  the  same  time  save  a 
corresponding  amoaat  of  the  public  wealth  of  the  Territory  from  almost 
total  annihilation.  1  am.  8ir, 

Yoars  respectftil  ty , 

FUBMINO  HlXOli 


TALLAHASSEfi,  March  2d,  1841. 
"To  Wm.  H.  BaocKEHBHouoB,  tesa., 

Ckairvum  af  the  Senmi^^B  O^mmiUte 

mt  Banks  and  Finance, 
Sir  :  As  a  representative  I'rom  the  County  of  Calhoun,  I  be^  leave  ta 
explain  the  objects  of  the  aw  passed  in  the  lower  house,  relative  to  tbtf 
lemoval  and  location  west,  of  the  charter  of  the  Central  Bank. 

You  are  aware  of  the  condition  of  tbeevrrencv,  and  of  the  want  of 
proper  trading  facilities  of  the  people  in  oar  section  of  the  Territory.  It 
i9  important  that  we  have  a  niank  whose  bills  should  be  oa  a  par  with 
those  of  the  Columbus  Banks ;  and  it  is  proposed  by  those  to  be  inter- 
ested in  the  Central  Bank^  to  make  it  a  specie  paving  institution.  The 
stock  IS  to  be  taken  by  individuals  ofmeansandcharactisrin  Middleand 
West  Florida,  and  by  person^  in  Alabama  and  Georgia.  The  Chaireses, 
the  Gambles,  Col.  Braden,  Judge  Allen,  Craig,  Wyatt,  and  a  numberof 
ethers  with  whom  you  are  acquainted,  and  whose  character  im  the  con- 
muaity  is  a  guarantee  that  nothing  unfair  is  intended,  are  interested  ia 
the  operation.  Assurances  have  been  received  that  a  fair  portion  of  tbf 
stock  will  betaken  by  capitalists  in  Gtsorsia,  and  themeasnre,  if  Mrriel 
out,  will  be  productive  of  much  relief  and  benefit  to  a  large  numW  of 
your  constituents.  Trusting  that  your  duties  as  a  Senator  may  harmo* 
nize  with  the  local  interests  likely  to  be  promoted  by  the  proposed  a^ 
rangement,  I  ces]^eot6ilIy  ask  yea  to  givethe  bill  a  fair  support. 

Yours,  &c., 

PETBR  W.  GAUTIER,  Jr., 
Member  Jor  CoMeuii; 

Which  was  read  aod  ordered  for  to^ay. 

An  act  oonceroing  roade,  highways  and  ferrieSt  was  agais 
read  and  passed — ordered  t.*iat  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Cooper 
in  the  chair,  on  an  act  amendatory  to  the  several  acts  incor* 
prating  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida.  After  some  time  spepi 
in  its  considcratbn,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bil 
without  amendment. 

To  which  Mr.  Brockenbrough  offered  as  amendment  the 
amendment  proposed  by  him  in  his  report  on  the  subject  this 
morning.  On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Brockenbrough  and  Duval,  and  were : 

Yeas — 31essrs.  Brockenbrough,  Edwards,  McLean,  Wot  ant 
Walker— 5. 

Nays — Mr.  Presidant,  Messrs.  Cooper,  Dupont  and  Liviog* 
ston — 4. 
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So  nAd  ameiKlinefit  was  adopted. 

Oo  motioa  to  lay  said  bill  oo  the  table,  the  yeaa  and  nayt 
ivere  called  b>  Mesars*  Brockeobrough  and  Liviogaton,  and 
were: 

Yeaa— Mr.  Preaideott  Meaars.  Cooper,  Dupont,  Edwards, 
Livingaton  and  Walker — 6. 

Maya — Meaara.  Breckenbroufh,  Mcl^ean  and  Pelot — S. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Levi  F.  Mosher,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Cooper,  Edwards  and  Mcliean. 

An  aet  ior  the  relief  of  John  D.  Parish  &,  Co.  was  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  raaoluLiop  oflered  by  Mr.  Dnpont  this  morning,  making 
certain  reqaisitiona  of  the  Auditor^  reiative  to  dtfieuilters  waa 
again  read  and  adopted* 

Tl»e  resolution  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  papers  and  fumi' 
torea  of  the  Senate,  araa  laid  on  the  table^  until  called  for. 

A  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  S.  J.  Perry,  was  agam. 
faad  and  laid  on  the  table. 

An  act  Bupplimentary  to  the  act  approved  en  fhe  6tb  day  of 
Febmary^  1889,  entitled,  en  act  to  incorporate  the  Tropical 
Plant  Company  of  Florida,  was  taken  from  the  table— oo  ita 
Mssage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Dupont  and 
Waller,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Cooper,  Livingston,  Pelet 
Wd  Walker— 6. 

Nays — Mr.  Preatdent,  ^essri*.  Dupont  and  Edwards — 8. 

So  said  bill  passed^-ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  then  took  a  recess  until  4  o'clock. 


4  o'clock,  March  8, 1841. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  te  adjournment. 

Mr.  Brockenbrough  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
*tta(te  the  following  report : 
The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  **  An 

act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  in  fbrce  respecting 

judicial  |>ro^edings,  and  those  respecting  appeals  and  writs 

of  error  in  civil  cases,'*  report : 

iTAoit  tile  first  section  renders  it  knpossiUe  for  any  plaiotifff 
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bowercr  juit  may  be  his  claim,  to  obtain  jii^jnuMiKb?  iirr  pok- 
sfbllity  (exoeptby  consent,)  until  the  third  ferTii;-^nii  runders'it 
possible  that  lie  may  be  retarded  tlM  more  by  vexatious  delays 
in  estahlishin<?  his  claim. 

The  second  section  srive«  a  rtfrht  of  appeart  on  giviRfir^boad* 
which  sh>ll  operate  as  a  superccdeu,  and  prohfliita  the-Ooart'  •J 
Apf>eals  from  giving  moreihau  Ji^eper  eefU  iiantge^  fi>r  iqn 
peals,  however  frrvoloos* 

The  third  aecticm  roqutres  that  the  summ^ina  shall  be<»saedt 
forty  days  before  the  terms  of  Courts,  anid'scrvtsal*  thirty  4ay«- 
before  (>jurr,  and  returned  by  tkeiirsiday  of  the  tenn«  whieh  Will 
prevent  suits  at  this  spring  term   on  paper  now  due;  stnd  oq 
which  the  further  delays  mentioned  in  the  act  mey  tske^ace 
when  suit  shail  be  brought 

The  fourth  section  extends  the  provision  of-tbe  act  toattsoitv' 
now  pending  in  the  Courts. 

Theiiah  section  gives  alien  daring  the  pendsnoy  of  the  Ap^ 
peal. 

The  sixth  section  authorises  the  grand  juty  of  the  Counties  4r 
call  upon  the  Judge  to  hoU  an  atklitiiHial'  regular  ttnn;  a  pro- 
vision which  will  be  inoperative,  and  Meeptt  Easfaud  simA^ 
#Yorf<ia  frocir  the  operation  of  the  bill. 

We  consider  the  proviston«>of  this  ^Ot  as  inexpedient  andiJRK' 
just.  The  law  now  prevents  a  plaintiff  froftr  hffving  ai  jiidgf-f 
menl  earlier  than  the  aeeond  term,  and  afllowb  afi'^rbitrary  ap- 
peal, and  the  damages  on  frivolous  appeals  cannot  exG9e&  teM( 
per  eent^  which  is  little  enough  for  a  defendant  to  pay  for'  die 
advantageaof  delay,  and  to  pievent  a  aafcrtfioe  (if  his  f^eperty. 
The  plaintiff,  to  whvxn  a  just  debt  is  due,  eft^r^aH  the  injury  "of 
the  delay,  has  to  pay  his  lawyer  5  per  cent,  and  a  fee  in  the  Court 
of  Appeals.  We  consider  our  laws  as  they  now  stand  exceed- 
ingly favorable  to  debtors,  and  therefore  report  that  any  legis* 
lation  upon  the  subject  is  inexpedient. 

The  manifest  purpose  of  the  aci  is  to  pi  event  the  collection 
of  debts,  and  not  to  reform  our  judicial  proceedings,  of  which 
no  complaint  has  been  made,  and  which  cannot  be  charged  with 
doing  injustice  by  improper  haste,  and  insufficient  investigation. 
Aud  ii^  preventiUj^  thecollectj(^n  of  debts,  this  act  also  prevents 
the  abiaining  of  jud^rmenis,  which  excessively  aggravates  fXi 
the  evils  and  injustice  of  a  stay  law/  *  .   ' 

WM  H:BRf)CRENBROirGH,Chiir^i/ 
GEO,  WALKER.  '  f' 

.   Which.  W4S  read.  \-    t    . 

Toe  san^.frofu  th^  8ame»C<>B)(^<tt6enM4e  tbe  fuUovfifqt^ 
port:  .,-:/. 

Tin  Ceimotttee'aa.  theJodiciaryi.  to  which  wtu'ielbriMllie 
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Ml  SMrllie  rtItefotiGaQr9«iFi9tor,:and  WtWaiB.Wyalt,  Had: 

Giles  Stuart,  his  securities,  report : 

Thai  iegislaiMHi  upwi.  this  su9)ecl  «hoiiU  be  exercised  DVith 
MUlioQ.or  It  win  bavre  a  ienckncy  to  defeat  the  force  of  the  pe» 
nai  iaw^  d  the  Territorji*  b  -woukl  he  as  eatfv  matter  for  f)ar^ 
liaaiAd^al  proaocutions  by  ^tpooing  trial*  where  witHetsea 
are  Dumefous  or  o^me  from  a  dietaaee*  w!iea  tbe  Territory  ia 
rea4y  for  trials  aod  by  <^e ring  ready  fot  trial  when  the  Tdrri- 
ipry  haft  aol  its  witneisos  pracient.  Axid  if  parties,  can  be  too 
aaaiJr  relieved  from  a  forfeiture  of  leeognoance*  they  never 
VOttid 00010 to, (rial  if  Ike  ^astiinony  wna  a^iast  ttiem.  Tha 
aoorta a r^  liberal  up<Hi  tbia  tiJki>jeot.  Tiiay  will  nui  frirfait  a 
recaftHaanoe  if. the  parly  sQads  a  i^aasonable  excuse  at  the  time 
when  he  should  appear  for  triak  ot  will  present  auch  excuse  at 
the  return  of  the  $cir$fiudas.  Aod  oven  the  judgment  upon  the 
scir9fimQ$  waII  be.aet  aaide  if  auch  excuse  be  presented  within 
a  reasonable  time.  In  the  case  before  us,  it  appears  that  the 
causa  Ya«  cuotimied  on  the  1%A  i)S  April,  1337,  upoa  ihe  affi* 
davit  of  the  defendant. 

At  December  ternri,  I9d7.  it  was  agraln  continued  in  the  same 
manner.  At  May  term*  1838, tlie defendant didnot appear  and 
hni  n^oogaiaaoce  wa^  forfeited.'  Scirefaeia$  issued  16H)  April, 
189^  returnable  to^May  temv  1839*  At  Majr.  tarn^  lt^39»  final 
jud^inent  wa^igivoa  oq  tbe^reeognizance.  v 

,  The  4e%ndaat  thus  had  three  terms,  to  make  hia  eaoma  be- 
^re  final  judg^ieat  was  rendered;  aad  would  doubtieas  have 
b^o  rfilif vedJfooi  tliat  jud^OYatH  even  it  tbe  term  afterwards^ 
if  sucn  excuse  had  been  made.  But  such  excuse  appeara  uevai 
t^  4iara  been  oQeted*     •  ^ 

And.  iiotauch  ext^useis  now  oflk/ad»*  The  dfideneednea  iml 
fliataiKi  the  p^tit^oo.  A  highly  resfiaeitable  pifyaiotan  stales  that 
|)ei.p^itbnac  vita^^under  hie  (»re.  from  tIteUth  to  tbe  17th  of 
rloveniber,  1888,  and  during  that  time  he  was  toa^.  uaMrall  Id 
^ave  hia/rooe9*lkPd^thaA:he«  (die  pbyMian^)  bad  Heeui  absent- lor 

!oii^  tULNepraviou«(tii>.thellth:qf  lloaaopben  dui^ingiwhibhCol« 
^jsbQr,  bad  heeo.uiiMfelL  Etot  tiiefets  nn>certtfinata.or  evidenca 
to  show  that  he  was  unwell  at  May  term,  1838,  when  he  should 
liaye  i^p^iaared..i  De  preaenfe  Uieu^eruAeale)  of  J*  D.* .  Westdott, 
j  .,  who  wasihis  ooaudel^  he  says^.  un>  liue*  feaad.lhati  he  had! 
dfavu  the^l^^/f  )|j|d)clf0e|)|,  atidlb^l'A^nh  Eieher  giira  bkn^e- 
Teral  depositions  and  certificates,  exc  tin  his  ab«anr.>\,  fouf.tbftL 
^,.(s^  VVetfteuttl  i^Atf^o  to  staia.(a^i4erfiiA0^fiaai  orai  .  Bi.t 
the  certificate  does  not  state  what  was  done  with  them  by  said* 
Weft^tt»  of/b^w  fhfi  same  ^we«e  loHt^ior  in^  whose  enatudy  ihey 
last  were,  or  why  thfy.wara  not.i^iiiesented  ta  tbeCaurtionwhy. 
B^jf^p^ti^t^isMfyl  j4a{>o«it^ops  w^m.MU.  pte.Hoatei/to  Alrn^  iSe- 
aate»  or  copies  of  tlie  eaine,  ar  at  least  a  certificate  ol  their  < 
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tents,  or  some  aocouot  of  the  purpart,  or  by  whom  Uio  itme 
were  made  or  given. 

The  said  certificate  of  Westcott  does  not  state  that  said  de- 
positions or  certificates  were  satisfactory ;  but  only  that  saM 
Westcott*' considers  Col.  Fisher's  claim  a  just  one,  if  he  sub- 
mits to  trial,  as  he  is  now  under  bonds  to  do.  If  ooaf  ieted; 
and  this  recognisance  is  collected,  it  would  be  unjust." 

But  the  witnesses  may  never  again  appear,  and  as  tbere  is 
oo  excuse  offered  for  not  appearing  at  the  former  day  ibr  trials 
the  committee  think  it  would  be  very  mischievous  legislation  te 
grant  the  petitioner's  prayer.  They  have  dwelt  longer  upen 
the  subject  than  its  importance  would  «eem  to  demand,  because 
the  same  subject  has  met  witb  a  similar  report  io  the  other 
bouse,  and  they  wish  to  put  the  subject  at  rest. 

WM.  H.  BROCKENBROUGH, 
Chairman  Com.  on  Judiciary* 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Livingston  from  a  joint  select  committee  made  die  fcl- 
lowing  report : 

(To  be  inserted  do.  4.) 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  their  adoption  of  ce^ 
tain  resolauons,  before  passed  by  the  Senate,  suspending  the 
operation  of  the  revenue  laws  for  the  present  year. 

On  motion  of  Jlfr.  Livingston,  a  biU  to  be  entitled  an  act  to 
repeal  the  34th  section,  and  the  last  clause  of  the  0th  sectiot 
of  the  Charter  of  tlie  Union  Bank  of  Ftorida,  was  uken  iipo» 
Ihetable. 

On  the  indefinite  postponement  ci  said  bill  the  yeas  and  nayi 
were  called  by  Messrs.  jBrookenbrough  and  Pelot;  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Brookecbroogh,  Cooper,Pe)ot  and  Walker — 4. 

Nays-^Mr.  President,  Dupoot,  Edwards,  Liviogstonr  and 
McLean'  ■  5. 

On  motion  the  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  ott 
said  bill,  Mr.  Pelot  in  the  chair;  after  some  time  spent  in  iti 
cocsideration,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  said  bill  as 
nmended 

On  the  receiving  of  said  report,  the  yeas  and  najrs  were  callel 
by  Messrs.  Brock^brou^h  and  Walker,  and  were :        '  k 

Yeas — Mu  President,  Messrs.  Dupoot,  Edwards,  Livinystoi 
9mA  McLean — 5. 

Nays — Memn  Brockenbrough,  Cooper,  Pelot  and  Walker 
—4. 

On  motion  to  adjourn,  the  yeas  and  nays  weie  called  by 
Messrs.  Dunont  and  Livinffsvon^  end  were : 

Yeas— Messrs.  BrookefSrwgh^  Cooper,  Pelot  aod  Walker 
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Nays — Mr.  President^  M^srs.  Duponif  Edwards,  Livingston 
and  McLean — 5. 

On  the  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  tho 
whole,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs*  Brockenbrough 
and  Pelo%  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  Ptesident,  Messrs.  Dupoot,  Edwards,  Livingston, 
and  McLean — 5. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Cooper,  Pelot  and  Walker 
—4. 

Mr.  Brockenbrpugb  offered  the  following  amendment  to  said 
bill,  viz : 

Section  —  Be  U  further  enacted.  That  said  bonds  shall  not 
be  sold  for  more  than  thirty  three  and  a  third  per  cent  discount* 
or  for  any  other  thin^  than  gold  and  silver,  to  be  paid  at  the  time 
of  deiiverine  of  the  oonds,  or  the  same  shall  be  void. 

On  which  lie,  seconded  by  Mr.  Pelot,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
na vs,  and  were : 

Veas-^Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Cooper,  Pelot  and  Walker— 4. 

Nays — Mr.  President;  Messrs.  Dupunt,  Edwards,  Livingston 
and  McLean — 5. 

The  same  ofierecf  the  following  amendment : 

Be  U  further  enacted^  That  said  bonds  shall  not  be  pledged  as 
collateral  security  for  the  loan  of  money,  and  that  if  the  same 
shall  be  so  pledged,  the  same  shall  become  void. 

Which  he,  seconded  by  Mr.  Pebt,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  were : 

Yeas — Wessrs.  Brockeabrougb*  Cooper,  Pelot  and  Walker— 4 

Nays — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston 
an:i  Mc  Lican — 5. 

On  Vie  question  of  the  decision  of  the  chair,  that  a  bill  may  be 
considered  engrossed,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Brockenbrough  and  Dupont,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston, 
McLean  and  Walker — 6. 

Nays— Mes^srs.  Brockenbrough,  Cooper  and  Pelot — 3. 

On  the  passage  of*  »aid  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Pelot  and  Cooper,  and  were: 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston 
and  ilfcLean — 5. 

Nays — Messrs,  Bi  ockenbrough,Cooper,  Pelot  and  Walker— 4 

On  motion  for  an  adj«njrnmeni,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
by  Messrs.  Duoont  and  Duval,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  rresidenti  Messrs,  Brockenbrough,  Livingston 
and  Walker -4v 

Nays — Messrs.  Cooper,  Dupont,  Edwards,  x^fcLcan  and  Pe- 
lot—«. 

18 
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**  An  act  to  alter  and  anfiend  the  several  acts  in  force  respect- 
ing judicial  proceedings  and  those  respecting  appeals  and  writs 
of  error  in  civil  cases,  was  again  read  by  sections.  On  the  ques- 
tion of  striking  out  the  first  section,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  by  Messrs.  Brockenbrough  and  Pelot,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  BrfKskenbrough  and  Dupont— 3. 

Nays — Messrs.  Cooper,  Edwards,  Livingston,  McLean  m\4 
Walker— 6. 

On  the  passage  of  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Brfxjkenbrough  and  Pelot,  and  were : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Cooper,  Edwards,  Livingston,  McLean  and 
Pelot— 5. 

Navs — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Dupont  and 
Walker— 4. 

So  said  bill  passed  without  amendnient. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brockenbrough  to  anoend  the  title  of  a  bill 
so  as  to  read  an  act  to  prevent  the  collection  of  debts  or  the  li- 
quidation of  the  same,  by  judgment  in  Middle  and  West  Flo- 
rida. The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by  him  and  Mr.Duval, 
and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrough  and  Walker-^3  J 

Nays — Messrs.  Cooper,  Dupont,  Edwards,  Livingston,  Mc" 
Lean  and  Pelot — 6. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  (Jeorge  Fisher  and  William  Wyatt, 
and  Giles  Stewart  his  securities,  was  again  read  and  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  March  4,  184L 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  yesterday's 
proceedings  were  read. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
following  message: 

House  of  Rbpresbntattvbs,  March  4,  1841. 
Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
That  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses  be  appointed  to  con- 
tract for  the  printing  of  the  laws  of  the  session,  and  that  they 
be  instructed  to  report  immediately. 

Adopted  by  the  House. 
Attest.  JAMES  H.  GIBSON,  Clerk. 
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Messrs.  Stephens  and  Branch  on  the  part  of  the  House,  which 
vras  read  and  adopted,  and  3fessrd«  Walker  and  Livingston, 
'Were  appoinied  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

On  mi>tion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  an  act  amendatory  to  the  se^ 
veral  acta  incorporating  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  ordered  for  to  day. 

Tlie  Senate  received  iirom  his  £xjE:ellency  the  Governor  the 
following  message: 

EXSCUTIVS  DfiPA^RTBIElfT,  ) 

Tallahassee,  March  4,  184L      ) 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida. 

I  return  the  act  relative  to  Public  Elections,  with  the  follow- 
iiig  objections: 

The  8th  section  declares  *  that  no  officer,  soldier,  seaman  or 
marine  ir>  the  regular  army  or  navy  of  the  United  S.tates,  or  in 
the  revenue <*.utter  service  shall  be.entitled  to  vote  at  any  public, 
election  in  this  Territory.'  This  exclusion  is  too  broad  and  in* 
eludes  those,  who,  if  they  did  not  belong  to  the  army  or  navy, 
MTould  be  residents  of  the  Territory,  as  well  as  those  who  are 
transiently  in  the  country,  and  should  be  of  course  excluded. 
To  stretch  thie  provision  to  this  extent,  appears  to  me  to  be  un- 
just, and  contrary  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  institutions. 
The  soldiers,  and  seaman  should  not  be  disfranchised ;  they 
should  rather  be  the  more  sedulously  protected  in  all  their  rights, 
while  actively  engaged  in  the  protection  of  their  country.  In- 
stances have  occurred  in  ihe  county  of  St.  John's,  and  doubt- 
less elsewhere,  where  persons  who  had  exercised  the  right  of 
suffrage,  if  they  had  not  bclon;;ed  to  the  army  or  navy,  were 
deprived  of  this  valuable  privilege  of  American  citizenship. 
I  recommend  a  modification  of  this  section  according  to  the 
views  thus  expressed. 

Tho  18th  section  is  objected  to,  because  it  is  virtually  de- 
siructive  of  the  election  by  ballot. 

If  these  alteration  are  made  in  the  bill,  it  will  be  approved, 
otherwise  not. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read. 

On  no4>ti(>n  lo  reconsider  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  by  iViessrs.  Dupont,  and  were : 

Yeas— Mr.  President.  Messrs.  Brockenbrou^jh,  Dupont,  Ed- 
wards, Livingston,  McLean,  Pelotand  Walker — 8. 

Nays-— Mr.  Cooper. 

On  the  question  of  passing  said  bill  against  the  veto  of  the 
Governor,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  again  called  by  Messrs. 
Point  and  Edwards,  and  were  : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Dupont,  Ed- 
yffiirds,  Livingston,  McLean,  Pelot  and  Walker — 8. 
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Nays — Mr.  Cooper. 

So  said  bill  passed  by  the  requisite  wiajority. 

Mr.  Edwards  from  the  committee  on  enrollments,  reported  tts 
correctly  enrolled,  certain  resolutions  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
.  cil.  for  the  fortification  ol  certain  parts  of  the  Territory  of  Flo* 
rida,  &c 

Also  certain  resolutions  ft/r  the  suspension  of  the  revenue 
laws  of  this  Territory. 

Mr.  Cooper  from  a  select  committee  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
L#evi  H.  Mosher  and  John  D.  Parish  &  Co.  praying  ior  the  set ; 
tlement  of  their  accounts,  report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  bill  so  far  ««?  their  limited  time 
would  allow,  and  believe  them  to  be  juBt  Would  therefore  re- 
c<^mmend  the  bills  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatrves  for 
trieir  payment. 

J.  G.  COOPER,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  to-day. 

On  motion  to  re-consider  the  amendment  made  on  yesterday 
to  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  amendatory  to  the  several  acts  incorpor- 
ating the  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  oalK 
ed  by  ilfessrs.  Brockenbrouch  and  Duval,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Cooper,  Dupoot,  Edwards, 
Livingston  and  Pelol — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  McLean  and  Walker — 3. 

On  motion  to  strike  out  said  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  by  Messrs.  Brockenbrough  and  Pelot,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr*  President,  Afessrs,  Cooper,  Dupont,  Edwards  Liv- 
ingston and  Pelot — 6. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  McLean  and  Watter — 9. 

So  the  amendment  was  stricken  out,  and  said  bill  passed  with- 
out amendment— ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  resolution  for  the  relief  of  R.  K.  Call,  late  Governor  of 
Florida,  was  again  read,  amended,  and  adopted. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Levi  F.  Mosher,  was  again  read,  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Parish  &  Co.  was  again  read 
and  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  communications : 

EXECUTIVE  DEFARTBIElfT,  ) 

Tallahassee,  March  2,  184L      ) 
TV  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

In  respectfully  inform  you,  that  I  have  approved  the  follow- 
ing acts  of  the  Legslature : 

I,  An  act  to  incoiporate  the  Jtfonticello  Rail  Road  Company. 
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II.  An  act  to  incorporate  thoCity  of  Port  Leon. 

III.  An  act  to  authorise  the  Brunswick  and  Florida  Rail  Road 
Company  to  eonstruet  a  Rail  Road  through  the  Territory  of 
Florida. 

IV.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
city  ef  Apalachicola. 

V.  A  resolution  relative  to  granting  the  franking  privilege  to 
ibe  Crover nor  of  Flonda. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
ExBctJTivB  Department,  > 
Tallahassee,  March  3, 1841.      ) 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  have  approved  the  following 
acts  of  the  Legislature : 

I.  An  act  to  incorporate  Hamilton  Academy  in  the  county  of 
Hamilton. 

IL  Ad  m4  to  ckaage  the  aame  of  Abraham  Marshal  Trot- 
roan. 

IIL  An  act  to  repeal  the  4tb  section  of  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  amend  an  act  passed  January  31st,  1838«  entitled,  an  act 
to  incorporate  the  citv  oS  Apaiaclnioola,  approved  March  2d, 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

^XECUTITB  DbPA«TMBNT, 

Tallahassee,  March  3, 1841. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

1  neapeotiully  inform  you  that  I  have  approved  the  following 
aott  of  the  L^islative  Council : 

I.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  ilfechanics  Beneficial  Society 
in  the  city  of  Thilahassee. 

II.  An  act  to  amend  the  dd  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  estabUfb  two  terms  of  the  Superior  Court  in  Columbia 
couBty. 

.  HL  Aa  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pen- 
sac€»la. 

lY.  A  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  Auctioneers, 

V.  A  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  erecting  a  Light 
House  on  Cape  St.  Bias. 

VI.  A  preamble  and  resolution  in  relation  to  bridges  across 
Oclocknee  and  Little  Rivers. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
adopted^  a  resolutioB  in  relation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Territory. 

Also  as  passed,  an  act  (ox  the  vclief  of  Jabez  B.  Bull  and 
PMDcfcKer. 
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Also  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Tallahassee  Rail  Road  Com- 
pa')v 

The  Senate  went  into  secret  session  on  certain  nominations 
of  his  Ej^cellency  the  Governor — on  motion  the  door  was 
opemJ. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House,  as  adopted,  sundr>'  res* 
olutions  in  reference  to,  and  explanatory  of  certain  resolutions 
for  the  payment  of  troops  under  Col.  Robert  Brown  and  Jfajor 
Isaac  Garrison. 

The  Senate  then  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock. 


3  o'clock,  March  4,  11^41. 
The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourotneDt,  and  the  proceed' 
ings  of  this  mornmg  were  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  a  resolution  for  the  relief  of 

Samuel  J.  Perry,  was  taken  from  the  table,  amended  and  ad  ']Vd* 

Mr.  Edwards,  from  the  Committee  on  enrolments  repor* ed 

a«  correctly  enrolled,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Tallahastae 

Riil  Road  Compjny. 

Also  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Jabez  B.  Bull  and  Patrick  Ker. 
Also  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Auditor,  &c. 
The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
following  message : 

MARCtf4,  1841. 
The  House  reconsidered  the  bill  entitled  an  aci  in  relation  to^ 
Public  Elections,  vetoed  by  the  Governor,  and  passed  it  by  the 
requisite  majority — ayes  16 :  nays  8. 

By  order  of  the  House. 

Attest.  JAMES  H.  GIBSON, 

Crk.H.  ofR. 
Also  their  indefinite  postponement  of  an  act  to  repeafthe  34tli 
section  and  the  last  clause  of  the  9th  section  of  the  charter  of 
the  UnidU  Bank  of  Florida, 

Also  fbe  following  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives : 

House  op  Represeivtatives, 
March  4lh,  1841. 
To  the  Hon.  Pres^'dent  and  Senate 

of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 
Tl  e  House  of  Representatives  havf*  this  morninsf  reconsider^ 
ed  ttie  resolutions  ol  the  Senate,  respectihg  the  aettlement  with 
and  payment  of  the  troops  of  Col.  Brown  and  Maj.  GurriisdB; 
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and  for  the  further  action  of  this  body,  you  will  please  return  the 
Fetohotions  referred  to. 

Respectfully, 

PETER  W.  GAUTIER,  Jr. 

Speaker  U.  of  R. 
The  Hon.  President  and  Senate. 

Which  was  not  a*]:rced  to.  ? 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Levi  F. 
3fosher,  was  taken  from  the  table,  aj?  tin  read,  and  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livlrisrston,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
D.  Parish  &  Co.  was  taken  from  the  table,  amended  and  passed. 
Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  messages : 

ExBOUTITB  DbPARTNBNT,  ) 

Tallahassee,  March  4,  1841.      ) 
To  the  Lesfislaiive  CmLncU  of  Florida. 

I  respecifully  inform  you  that  I  have  approved  the  following 
acts  of  the  Legislature : 

I.  An  act -to  provide  compensation  to  persons  saving  wrecked 
and  damaged  cotton. 

IL  An  act  to  incx>rporate  the  Tampa  Bay  and  St.  Johns  Rail 
Road,  Canal  and  Steamboat  Company. 

IIL  An  act  to  encourage  the  destroying  of  wolves  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida. 

iV.  An  act  to  amend  the  charter  ot  the  Tallahassee  Rail  Road 
Company. 

y.  An  act  giving  the  right  of  lien  to  shipwrights,  mateiial 
men,  &c.  in  this  Territory. 

VI.  Ab  act  to  incorporate  the  lola  and  St.  Joseph  Canal  and 
Rail  Road  Company. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Executive  Department,        > 
Tallahassee,  4th  March,  1841.  J 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida: 

I  promised  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  to  present 
my  accounts  to  you.  Ill  health  and  the  absence  of  some  docu- 
roeots  mislaid,  in  the  removal  of  the  papers  of  the  Exerutive 
Office,  have  hiiherio  prevented  a  compliance  wiih  my  own  wish* 
^  and  with  your  eipectations,  las  manifested  in  several  resolu- 
tions pasted  upon  the  subject. 

I  now  respectfully  inform  you  that  the  following  is  a  correct 
^statement  of  the  moneys  received  and  disbursed  by  me,  for  the 
public  service  during  the  past  year. 
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RECEIPTS 

Balance  in  Union  Bank  1st  January,  1840  $  7,277  7S 

Borrovred  of  Life  and  Trust  Bank  50,000  00 


$57,277  78 


120  00 

659  75 

400  00 

926  32 

135  00 

7  98 

41,199  90 
i 

8,679  30 

EXPEflDTTURES 

Interest  pn  the  debt  of  $100,000,  for  public  defence  $3,228  00 
Paid  Spaniards  from  Cuba,  1,208  00 

Postage  for  the  most  part  on  letters  connected  with 

the  military  service 
Betton  &  Fisher  by  order  of  Council, 
Expenses  of  comVs.  and  escort  to  Alachua, 
Edward  Lawrence,  [provender  for  troops] 
Berry  and  Dowlin^for  public  service, 
Samuel  Reid,  public  service, 
Quartermaster  General,  public  service, 
Paymaster  Genera  ,  who  acted  in  the  absence  of  the 

Quartermaster  General,  occasionally,  in  the  capa- 

city  of  that  officer, 

$56,464  25 
Balance  in  favor  of  the  Territory,  $813  83 

The  funds  placed   in  the  hands  of  th«  pftblic  officer?,  have 

been  exhausted,  and  the  balance  now  btaleid  against  myself  will 

be  much  diminished,  if  not  discharged,  as  soon  as  the  vouchers 

to  which  I  have  alluded  can  be  reclaimed. 

I  have  the  assurance  of  the  General  Government,  that  it  will 

pay  off  and  discharore  the  principal  and  interest   of  the  pnblic 

debt  incurred  for  the  defence  of  the  Territory. 

R.  R,  REID. 

EncuTTw  Department,  } 

Tallahassee,  March  4,  1841.      ) 

To  ttie  Le^tslcUit^  Council  of  Florida : 

At  this  late  period  of  the  session,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  replv 
by  a  message  to  the  Council,  to  a  letter  of  the  Hon.  J.  D.  (^iO- 
wards  communicating:  a  resolution  passed  some  time  since,  res- 
pecting the  military  service. 

I  inform  you.  therefore,  that  there  arc  now  no  treops  and  ^ 
ficers  in  the  service  of  the  Territory ;  all  that  were  so^  httw6 
been  transferred  to  the  service  of  the  United  8tAtes, 

During  the  past  year  about  six  hundred  men  have  been  in  the 
service  of  the  Territory  on  thi^  side  the  Suwannee,  and  in'Bast 
Flonda  twelve  companies  were  a^ilhorised  at  di&rent  times,  te 
be  raised  iar  the  defence  of  that  District 
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^Tbe  GSieneral  Gaveronaent  Km  made  itoelf  feipooaiUe  fo^  the 
money  expendfsd  in  levying  and  provisioning  these  troops* 

I  kaow  of  no  orders  permitting  troops  in  the  service  to  remain 
at  home ;  none  such  have  emanated  from  this  Department :  oa 
the  comrarjr*  the  volunteers,  were  always  toid  they  were  to  go 
vnhenever  the  service  required,  and  the  voice  of  their  countr/ 
Called 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REia 

Which  were  read. 

The  Senate  went  iato  secret  sessien  oo  cartaki  nominations 
of  bis  RToellency  the  Governor.  On  motion  the  doors  were 
#pened. 

The  Seaate  took  It  Hecessnntil  7  o'elocfc. 


7  o'cLobK^  Marcm  4,  1841.     . 

ThelSenate  ^el  purtoant  to  adjournment,  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  thie^  afternoon  were  read. 

Mr.  Walker  from  the  committee  on  elaims,  returaed  to  the 
Senate  resolutions  for  the  payment  of  troops  therein  named,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  ooosidaration  of  the 
same ;  ,  •  - 

Which  was  Concurred  in. 

Mr.  Oeoptr  oSei*ed  eertab  tesolutions  in  relation  to  a  <^i vis- 
ion of  the  .Territory,  vrtiich  were  read. 

On  their  adoption,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  oalted  by  Meisrs. 
Oooper  and  Liviogston,^aiid  wet^ 

Yeas— Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Cooper,  Edwards  andPelot,  4. 

Navs-i^iUesers.  Broek«ibrough»  Dupoot,  Livingstoa^  McLean 
and  Walker,  5. 

So  said  resottltbm  wefe  losl^ 

The  Senate  vecaaved  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
passed.-a  biH  i*$  be  entilhid  a^  act  to  provide  for  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  officers  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  for  other  pur* 
poses. 

On  which  the  Senate  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.. 
Walker  in  the  chikir^  After  some  time  spent  in  its  considera- 
tion, tne  committee  rose,  and  reported  sieud  bill  with  amend* 
mnnts.  Said  bill  was  passed.  Oider^  that  the  title  be  as 
atove. 

A  mar>l*jtifni  for  the  payment  of  the  pnvate  seeretaryv  dcc^ 
was  ri^  and  adopted. 

i,    ,  19     . 
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A  resotofion  for  the  flnfe-ketpin]^  of  tf^  papei^  ftnd  fbnritilie 
of  ihe  two  houses,  was  read,ttmen(ted  and  adopted. 

'  Mr.  DupdDt  ofierMl  certain  retoUtions  in  retatron  to  Tel^ib* 
rial  expenses,  &d.,  whieh  were  read  and  adopted. 
^  The  Senate  reoeired  from  the  House  as  indefinite  peatp^ne^ 
inent  of  kri  act  to  alter  the  rate  of  dama^^  upon  protested  -  bflla 
of  exchange. 

Also  as  adopted,  «  resolutioD  ibr  the  relief  of  Michael  Led- 
with,  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Also  aa  passed, an  act  to  aothorise  exeeotors  and  adoainiitra^ 
tors  to  aeH  f>t:al  estate  in  certain  oasea^  and  toireped  oectaih  acta 
therein  mentioned. 

Also  a  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  P.  DuTal,*  winch  was 
read. 

Also  the  lollowing  message : 

March  4,  1641. 
The  House  struck  out  all  after  the  enacting  of  a  bill  heretofore 
passed  bv  the  Senate,  entitled  an  act  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of 
the  people  of  Florida  upon  the  propriety  of  going  into  a  State 
GovernnQent.  Attest. 

JAMES  H.  GIBSON, 
Crk.H.ofIL 
Al^  as  adopted  a  resolution  asking  of  Ooogreas  aa  ap|tro- 
priation  for  bairaing  Jails  and  a  Feniteatiary ; 
Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  the 
following  message : 

Exacarrrm  DnAsnaD»T, } 
Tallahassee,  March  4, 184L     ) 
To  the  le$fi8hth$  Cwncti  af  Florida  : 

I  respectrbily  inform  you  tiiat  I  have  approiRadtke  fidiawtng 
acts  of  the  Lestislature : 

I.  An  a^t  amendatory  to  the  several  acts  inoorporatiDg  the 
Central  Bank  of  Florida. 

II.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jabec  B.  BuM  aid  Putrick  Kerr. 

II  i.  Resolutions  suspending  the  revenue  laws  ibr  1841. 

IV.  An  act  for  the  relief  ofthe  Tallahaaaet  RaU  Road  Cobh 
pany 

V.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Cherry  Lake  Academy  in  the, 
county  of  Madison. 

VI.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  I\irish  &  Ca 
-  VII.  Resolution  relative  to  Captain  8.  J.  Perry. 

'  VIII.  Ail  act  to  pre^Bt  the  stealing  of  neat  cattle^ 
IX.      ^     **   supplementary  to  the  act  approved  on  the  8tk 
day  of  February,  1888;  entitled  aa  act  to  incorperate  the  tto* 
pical  plant  Company  of  Florida. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
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Also  the  foHot^iog : 

ExBCTifmrB  DBPAwnctirr, ) 
,  Taliahasiee^  Murcli  4, 184L     ) 

To  the  Legislatwe  CwmoU  Qf  Florida. 

I  bare  received  the  endosed  commtmication  from  ^veral 
members  of  thp  House  of  Repi^eseniatives.  ' 

'  It  is  tny  duty  to  say,  after  consalting  the  laws  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  organizing  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  which 
should  be  taken  and  considered  in  pari  materia^  that  neither 
House  has  the  ri^ht  to  legislate  generally  wKh6ut  the  presence 
of  two  thirds  of  its  members — that  number  and  nothing  less 
constituting  a  quorum.  Precedent  also  sanctions  this  epinion. 
'  Two  thirds  of  each  House  and  of  both  Houses,  are  also  ne* 
eessary  to  pass  a  kw  after  it  has  received  the  veto  of  the  6ur 
vernor,  ana  a  quorum  made  up  of  two  thirds  of  both  Houses, 
there  not  being  a  quorum  of  two  thirds  in  each  House,  is,  accor* 
ding  to  my  understanding,  contrary  to  law,  precedent,  and  all 
parliamentary  usage.  . 

ROBERT  RAYiMOND  BEIP. 

We,  the  undersigned*  members  of  the  representative  branch 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  Protest  against  certain 
acts  of  that  body,  and  respectfully  represent  to  bis  Excellency 
the  Governor : ' 

That  Resolutions  were  passed  yesterday  upoa  the  subject  of 
the  Auditor's  Reports,  and  the  collection  of  arrearages  of  taxes, 
there  being  only  nineteen  members  present ;  and  agaiQst  which 
a  protest  has  been  formally  entered  on  the  J<)urna!s. 

That  the  House  have  adopted  for  thei  r  rule  of  action,  a  Res? 
blution  which,  in  effect,  constitutes  a  simple  majorit}  of  the 
members  present  a  quorum,  if  the  rest  uf  the  members  have 
been  excused  from  attendance. 

•  That  on  the  passage  of  some  resolution,  respecting  the  troops 
tinder  Brown  and  Garrison — (upon  refusal  to  have  a  call  of  tne 
House) — the  number  of  seventeen  only  of  the  members  were 
present. 

•  That  we  deem  the  House  of  Representatives  to  have  entire^ 
1^  mistaken  their  powers,  and  that  ttieir  acts  to  such  extent  are 
entirely  without  precedent,  are  aj^ainst  the  hitherto  received 
eense  of  the  organic  taw,  and  are  void. 

J,  L,  THIGPIN,  from  Nassau, ' 

BUCKL\GHAM  SMtTH. 

J.  D.  FERNAiW)EZ,  Rep.  D.  Co. 
^       '  GABRIEL  PRIfiST,  Rep.  D.  Co.     t 

JOHN  M.  FONTANE,  of  St.  Johns. 
•'  .  EDWARD  BIRD,  of  Alachua. 

:  JOSEPH  BRANCH. 
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The  Senate  received  from  the  House  the  foHowibgi 

The' House  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

Rfsalved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  a 
committee  of  the  Senatb  qpoo  the  Compensatioa  Bill. 

Messrs.  Stephens,  Branch  and  Smitb»  committee  oa  the  part 
of  the  House. 

Which  was  agreed  to.  and  Messrs.  Pelot,  Livingstoi^,  and 
Edwards  appointed  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Also  their  adoption  of  certain  resolutions  in  relation  to  Ter- 
ritorial expenses,  &c. 

Mr,  Pelot,  from  the  committee  on  conferenoe,  reported  tb^ 
compensation  bill  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Brockenbrough  offered  sundry  resolutions  in  relation  t» 
what  constitutes  a  quorum  of  both  Souses  of  the  Legislative 
Council. 

The  Senate  received  from  bis  Excellency  the  following  mesr 
aage: 

ExECUnVK   DvAmTHENT,  ) 

Tallahassee,  March  4,  1641.      ) 
To  ike  Honorahh  the 

Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  have  considered  as  maturely  as  the  time  allowed  me  permits^ 
the  bill  entitled,  *'  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  is 
force  respectipff  appeals  and  writs  of  error  in  civil  cases,''  and 
hare  come  to  the  conclusion  that  I  cannot  approve  it. 

If  the  law  referred  to  contracts  hereafter  to  be  made,  my 
sanction  might  perhaps  be  commanded  for  it — but  it  relates  to 
contracts  already  formed,  to  suits  already  instituted.  Itisob* 
vious  that  the  parties  to  a  contract  contemplate  when  they  eater 
into  it,  not  only  the  time  at  which  its  performance  is  stipulated^ 
but  also  that  at  which  it  may  be  enforced  according  to  law. 
The  latter  makes  a  part  of  the  coatract  as  well  as  the  former, 
and  cannot,  without  iniustice,  be  restricted  or  enlarged.  If  it 
can,  then,  a  Legislature  friendly  to  the  rights  of  creditors  might 
order,  oppressively,  a  demand  to  be  enforced  the  very  moment 
it  becomes  due,  or  if  qnfriendly,  extend  it?  collection  through  a 
long  series  of  years. 

Such  power  no  Legislative  body  should  posses ;  it  is  one  of 
the  most  arbitrary  character,  riding  over  the  Constitution  and 
interfering  with  the  rights  of  individuals. 

As  to  the  policy  of  such  laws,  1  will  not  now  speak.  I  have 
seen  the  bill,  for  the  tirst  time,  late  this  evening,  and  am  not  pre* 
pared  to  present  other  views  than  those  contained  in  the  message 
at  the  opening  of  the  session. 

There  is  a  clause  in  the  6tth  section,  which  I  cannot  pass  over, 
without  remark.  It  is  that  limiting  the  operation  of  the  act  t^ 
^ddle  and  We^^t  Florida.    Its  shadow  is  not  to  be  permitted 
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fe  spread  itself  ofer the  Bast  and  the  South.  Soch  partial  le^sla- 
tion  seems  to  me  improper ;  the  more  b\f:My  so,  when  we  con- 
sider itseflect,  which  is  to  allow  the  creditor  in  the  Middle  or 
W^atern  District  to  collect  his  does  speedily  from  a  debtor  in 
the  Eastern  or  Western  Distriict,  deprifin<^  the  latter  of  the 
power  to  realize  what  may  be  due  to  him,  in  the  Middle  or 
West*  Qiitil  after  enooemlering  the  laws  ton^  delay,  his  ruin 
may  have  been  accomplished.  Equality  is  equity,  and  surely 
neither  is  to  be  found  ia  such  a  condition  of  things.  With 
these  objections,  and  others  which  there  is  not  time  lor  enumer- 
ating»  1  am  constrained  to  disapprove  the  bill. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
The  Senate  received  from  the  House  the  compensation  bill 
amended.     Which  was  read  and  passed  as  amended-— ordered 
that  the  title  be  as  above. 

The  Senate  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
adopted,  certain  resolutions,  before  passed  bv  the  Senate,  in  re- 
lation to  what  constitutes  a  quorum  of  both  flouses. 

The  Senate  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  tha 
Allowing : 

ExBCirnvB  Departmeiit,  ) 
Tallahassee,  March  4,  1841.      ) 
To  the  Hofiordbk 

The  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 
I  approve  the  resolution  relative  to  the  compensation  of  the 
private  secretary  of  the  Governor,  and  for  copying  the  laws  and 
making  an  index. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
The  Senate  received  from  the   House  their  rejection  of  the 
amendment  made  by  the  Senate  to  a  resolution  far  the  safe  keep- 
ing  of  the  furniture  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  di^c.    Oo 
motion  the  Senate  adhered  to  its  amendments. 
Mr.  Brockenbrough  offered  the  following  resolution : 
Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  transmit  to  the 
Governor,  the  resolutions  heretofore  passed  concerning  the 
troops  of  Col.  Brown  and  Maj,  Garrison,  and  returned  by  the 
ilouse  of  Representatives  with  their  sanation,  together  with  the 
message  of  the  House  of  Representatives  informing  the  Sen* 
ate  of  that  sanction,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Senate  be  re- 
quested to  see  that  this  resolution  is  properly  carried  into  efl&ct, 
and  to  sign  the  papers  as  President  of  the  Senate. 

On  the  adoption  of  which,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  by 
Jfessrs.  Brockenbrough  and  Walker,  and  were : 

Yeas — Mr.  President,  Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Dupont,  Liv* 
Bffston,  AfcLean  and  Walker — 6. 
Nay — Mr.  Edwards. 
"So  said  resolution  was  adopted. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Brockenbrouflrh,  Mr.  Dupont  wtt  cilted  It 
the  chAJr,  wheo  he  offered  the  followins:  reselutien : 

Rpsohed,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Senate,  be  tendefedl  to  th# 
Pres  dent.  Wiluam  P.  DutaIh  for  the  impartial  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  he  lias  discharipied  the  dutieaof  the  Cbair. 

Which  wa9  read  and  unanimously  adopted. 

When  the  President  made  a  neat  and  appropriate  reply^ 

On  motion  the  Senate  adjourned  iiik  Ha. 


f 
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BxscimTa  DiFAsnmiT,       i 
Tallahassee  26th  January.  1841.  ) 
T$  the  H0n0rmbk  the  Senate 

efthe  LegisUttve  Council  of  Florida : 
I  hcrtwith  trantmit  to  you  the  Report  of  the  Auditor  erf*  Pub» 
lb  AooooDts,  for  the  year*  1840. 

The  Auditor  has  been  recently  ap|Mrinted  to  office  and  labon 
under  inch  disadvantage  in  manig  his  Report  in  consoquenoo 
of  the  ahsenoe  of  the  Treasurer*  which  is  occasioned  by  a 
&B)ily  afffetitjfl  ■  - 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  RAID. 
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VI  AFFEWDIX. 

The  Auditor  of  Public  Acdounts  has  the  honor  to  make 
to  bis  Excellency  the  Governor  bis  Annual  Roport  for  the  year 
1840. 

Exhibit  No.  1  will  sliew  that  there  has  been  paid  into  the 
Territorial  Treasury  on  account  of  Auction  Tax  for  the  last 
year  the  sum  of  •  $3,448  54 

And  on  account  of  arrears  of  Auction  Tax,  and  Rev- 
enue for  the  year  1889  the  sum  of  2,578  75 

$6,027  29 

By  the  last  settlement  with  the  Treasurer  there  was 
remaining  in  the  Treasury  on  the  26th  day  of  De- 
cember 1839,  the  sum  of  342  43 


Six'^hous^hd  three  hundred  sixly-ntne  dollars  seventy- 

1^9  cents,  ^  $6,369  72 

•  But  as  the  Treasurer  is  at  this  linfie  absertt,  (frbm  diimestte  af- 
fliction) I  am  not  able  to  repo/t  an  annuiil  setiteitient  with  him, 
00  ti  to  show  the  amount  now  remaining  in  the  Treasury  or 
what  amount  of  Treasury  warrants  have  been  pM  off  sboft 
tiie  last  annual  report.  Bo  soon  as  he  returns,  whsoh  is  daily 
tKpected,  tho  proper  settlement  will  be  made  nni  reported* 
;  There  af^iears  to  have  been  issucil  of  Auditors  Warrants, 
since  the  last  report,  the  sum  of  ($10  J94  36)  ten  thoufeiaiid  two 
hurfdfcd  ninety  four  dollars  ond  tliiriy  six  cents,  and  that  there 
were  ontstanding  by  the  last  Auditor's  report,  the  sum  of  ($7,- 
656  93)  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  sixty  dollars  niu«-. 
1y  three  cents. 

But  until  a  settlement  is  had  with  the  Territorial  Treasurer,  I 
am  unable  to  report  what  amount  has  since  been  paid,  and  con- 
sequently the  amount  now  due  and  outstanding. 

The  amount  must  necessarily  be  large,  as  no  revenue  was  as- 
sessed or  coliccted  last  year,  and  the  sum  paid  into  the  Treasury 
on  account  of  Auction  Tax  and  arrears  of  last  year,  1839,  as 
w;ll  be  seen,  was  small,  proportioned  to  the  demand  of  Treasu- 
ry, particularly  for  iheexpence  of  prosecuting  criminals. 

A  large  amount  of  Auction  Tax  reported  to  be  due  would 
have  been  paid,  but  for  want  of  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer* 
and  has  been  withheld  until  his  return. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted 

by  your  obedient  servant. 
^      ^  JOHN  MILLER, 

Auditor  Public  Accounts  for  Territory  of  Florida^ 
To  his  Excellency 

Robert  Raymond  Reid. 
January  18,  1811. 
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ExHniT  No.  t. 
X  General  SteUement  shewing  the  agfrresrate  of  Auction  Tmm 
and  Arrears  nf  Revenue  and  the  ExpendUires  of  thm  Ter^ 
ritery^  under  their  respective  heads^fer  the  year  1840. 

Do.  prosecuting  crimiBalf,  Westeim  District, 

Do.  do.            do.          Middle           do. 

Do.  do.            do.          Apalachicola  do. 

Vo.  do.            do.          E35tem»        do. 

Do.  do.           do.          Soutbeni       ibw 

Do.  Executive  Department, 

Do.  Treasury         da 

Do.  Collectiag  Roveauei 


Hkt  balance  in  the  Treasury,  96th  Dec.,  ItM, 

By  amount  received  im  Auction  Tax,  1840, 

By  amount  received  on  arrears  of  AucUob  Tax  and 

'Revenue,  I43t, 
By  FineR  and  Foifeitures, 
By  balance  Auditor's  Warrants  issued. 


17S 

08 

•jasM 

5ft 

1,34« 

Oft 

1.71S 

18 

1^38 

8T 

S66 

88 

800  00 

IM»  Of 

1.464  Oft 

#12.800 

88 

Cr. 

S4t 

^ 

8,448  54 

9,578  7ft 

1,558 

18 

4,483 

78 

•13.300 

08 

Au0itok's  Qfvicb,  January  16, 184t. 
To  His  Excellency  Robert  Raymond  Reid^  Esq. 

Sir, — Annexed  is  a  list  of  Auctioneers  that  have  tendereA 
payment;  but  in  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer  caaaot  ebtai? 
receipts  for  commissions  on  auction  sales : 
R.  J.  Hackley,  Leon  County. 
E.  W.  Dorsey,     •* 
F.B.  Whiting,     «•        «• 

A.  M.Alexander,  "<        *" 

B.  Byrd,  ••        " 
Rob't.  MverB,  Franklin  County. 
John  M.  l^almer,  Jeflferson  **  ' 
B.  D.  Fontane,  St.  Johns    "> 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MILLBR, 
Auditor  PoUic  Acotonpr; 
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TalTahaafee,  Jaoiuiry  lltb*  1641.      ) 
To  ike  HamraUe  the  Senate 

of  thtt  Lsgislative  Council  of  FloriiM. 
I  herewith  transmit  to  yoa  a  "*  statement**  of  the  coadition  #f 
the  Union   Bank,  just  received  from  John  6.  Gamble,  Esq., 
the  President  of  thai  Institution. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 


COPY. 

Vnvm  Baitx  ov  Floviia,  } 

Tallahassee,  Jan.  6th,  1S41.      \ 
8ir  >-*I  herewith  enclose  a  statement  of  the  conditioa  of  this 
BaDk,  as  on  the   Ist  January,  184l«    Also  a   list  of  names  of 
Stockholders  of  t^  Bank,  who  are  proprietors  of  20  shams  and 
npwaros.  Very  respectfully. 

Your  ub't.  serT*t 
JOHX  G.  RAMBLE,  Preset 
To  Robert  RaTmond  Reid,  Esq.  Govoroor  oi  Florida. 
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STATEMENT 


OF  THE 


On  Friday  Moraing,  JFanwary  I^  1841 

Stock  Notes  discounted,  ^^'^^l\^l  ^^   r:s!t 


Do.        in  suU, 

Notes  and  Bonds '(iiscounted, 
Do.        m'^Mit, 


$1,902,159  S?3    . 
8,i(B  00     #^ 


888,188  Wv 


Bills  of  Exchange  returned  protedted,  106,790  05 


^,96$fim  0i. 


Do.        in  suit, 

Territorial  Boads'unsold, 
Florida  8  per  cent.  Bonds,  * 

Premium  on  Bank  Stock, 
Protested  Aooowt, 
Ii^«r8rt  ooPost  Notes,  due  ii  1B41, 
Dou        do.        do-         1842, 

Due  by  Bank^  and  Agewte. 
Agancy  at  St«  Josepbt 

Cotton  Account, 

Real  Estate  in  Tallahassee, 

Real  Estate  in  St.  Joseph  and  Jack- 

son  County,  .  . 

Real  Estate  in  Richmond,  Virginia, 

in  trust, 

Cash  Ballance,  Specie, 
Notes  of  other  Banks  and  Corpo- 
rations, 


21,778  57i>  ♦. 


704,000  00 
50,000  00 


128,568  d2 


754,000  00 

3,801  00 

69^49 


13,227  86 
U.98«  17 

163,118  48 
93,406  00 

f  i'luiiii'  >ft   ; 

25,169  90 

59,18532 

9,971  84 

^,022  88 

19,528  00 


a6;U4  J09 


aM,&8S28 
4,664  53 


94,327  06 


21,550  88 


Dollars,    4,556,768  81 
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Capital  Siookt 
Cash  Stock, 


•a,OOO.OM 
143,700 


00 
00 


Cr. 


8443,700  00 

364.103  15 

33,455  9T 

316,154  71 

35,000  06 
184,337  6t 
365,111  00 


Due  to  Banks  and  Agents, 
Klb  Payable, 

Pott  Notes  i^ued  payable  in  1842, 
Bank  Bonds  payable  in  New  York, 

1841, 
Deposites,  iockidiflg  Certificates, 
Circulation, 
Sinkiajs^und,  380,963  13 

laterest^ipoB  6407,000  of  Bonds  of 
the  Bank  issued  in  1837,  and  loss 
on  exdiange  in  remittance  to  pay 
priifcipiCl^aiid  interest  of  the  same : 
also,  los^on  exchange  in  remit- 
tances to  pay  interest  of  Territo- 
rial BikOis :  also,  discount  on  sales 
of  6476;338  33  of  Post  Notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.,all  of  which 
should  hare  been  charged  in  the 
annual  statements  for  January, 
1839  and  1840 ;  besides  the  sums 
then  charged,*  100,847  02 

Which  will  reduce  the  Sinking  Fund 
to  the  sum  of  230,115  10 

Discount  Account,'       6216,901  16 

Incidental  ex- 
penses, 82,638  00 

Inx  on  Terri- 
torial bonds,  187,76000 
Da  Bank  do.   7,727  76 

Loss  on  cotton 
shipped  to 
pay  mterest 
dc  exchange 
thereoQ,  44,073  51  222,198  27  5,298     11    224,816  99 


Dollars,    4,556,768  81 

^  Thft  itonifl  here  referred  to  were  inoladed  in  the  aoeonmt  of  Joha  6. 
6amhle,  Agent,  which  was  not  a4i*'tod  oatU  after  Jannaiy,  184S. 

B 
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There  are  arreart  of  interest  clue  the  Bank  upon  Bonds  and 
Notes  in  suit,  and  other  papers  lying  over  under  pr6test|  e]med<- 
ing  in  amount  8110,000,  which  added  to  the  above  sum  #f 
•224,816  99  would  make  the  SinUtur  Fund  •884,816  99. 

R.  L.  RUTGERS,  A$$uiarU  Gm^i$t. 


County  of  Leon.       ) 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  lustiee  of  the  iPeace  t6r 
ihe  County  aforesaid,  Henry  L.  Rutgers,  Assistant  Cashier,  of 
the  Union  Bank  of  Flerida,  and  made  oath  that  the  ab^ve  state- 
ment is  correct,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 
Giren  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  fifth  day  of  January,  1841. 
A.  SPENGLER,  Justice  of  the  ttiUt.     . 
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£mruitvM  DsFAKananrf » i 

To  the  Honorabh  the  House  €f  RepreserHoH^s^, 

•/  the  Legislative  C&nneil  of  Ftmida. 
I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  statemeat  of  the  condition  of 
the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  just  receive^ 
from  Geo,  Field,  Esq.  the  President  of  that  institution. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 


SovrrUHUf  ham  IitsimAKciB  and  Trust  Oom»aii7,  ) 
TallahaMtee,  January  Md,  1841.      f 

Tf  his  Excellency 

Robert  Raymond  Reid. 

Sifi : — I  transmit  herewith  the  annual  statement  of  the  goi^^ 
dition  of  this  Company.  A  little  delay  has  unavoidably  oc<;itt^ 
fed  in  conseoueace  of  the  difficulty  of  communicating  betweon 
its  various  omceii.  «     , 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  this,  company  stood  al* 
most  alone,  in  the  Southern  country,  in  its  policy  of  paying  coia 
for  its  note^  and  obligations  on  demand.  Conscious  qi  the|a9n 
tice  of  this  course^  and  desirous  of  sustaining  as  far  as  practiear 
ble,  the  credit  of  the  Territory  abroad,  and  ny  its  example  luul 
influence  to  ipduce  resumption  on  ihe  part  oi  others,  the  Trus-. 
tees  hesitated  at  no  effort  or  sacrifice  in  their  power,  to  nfiaintaif^ 
the  character  which  they  claimed  for  the  Institption,  aa^  ^o 
which  they  felt  themselves  justly  entitled. 

Notwithstanding  the  liberal  facilities  afforded  by  this  company, 
to  its  dealers,  fn  furnishing  exchange,  and  the  indulgenoe  grant^ 
to  its  debtors,  such  had  l:>een  the  credit  of  the  Institution  at  t^e 
North,  in  consequence  of  their  manner  of  doing  business,  it  ws(f 
not  doubted,  that  either  by  sale  or  hypothecation  of  its  bqn^a 
guaranteed  by  the  Territory,  (of  the  use  and  fuji  oredit  of  wbiqiu> 
thev  i^o^Id  not  expect  to  be  deprivpd,  having  strictly  complied4 
with  the  requisliions  oi  tliei^  cnarter).and  by  a  like  us^  ox  ths) 
^50,000  of  Territorial  Bonds  raceived  for,  a  loan  negotiated  hf\ 
your  Excelleoc^,  they  wpMid  be  enabled  to  aieet  all  their  eogn^fo*- 
ments.  Kor  will  it  be  contended  in  vii^w  of  the  th^n  imm^ate 
Uahilitiea  of  this  company,  that  such  expeclatiqn.was  not  vy^U 
founded.  The  most  extraordinary  character  of  ^le  report,  hK>w«. 
ever,' of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  popular  branch  of  tb# 
laft  Legislative  Council,  and  the  subsequent  action  of  that  branch 
upon  it,  had  the  effect  of  defeating  every  attempt  at  negotiating 
on  any  thing  like  f^ir  terms,  not  only  the  $400,000  of  bondi 
goV&aleed  by  the  Territory,  (and  for  which  guarantee  abund- 
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ant  teeari^,  as  redtitrad,.  wmt  given,)  but  alto  the  950,000  loaned 
to  the  Territory,  lor  a  part  of  which.  New  York  funds  wera 
paid.  Nor  was  thk  alL  The  company ,  unable  to  resist  the  m- 
nuences  thus  operating  to  its  prejucuce,  could  not  make  its  own 
credit  available. 

A  general  and  fatal  distrust  of  all  Florida  securities  arose  in 
the  money  markets,  and  as  the  engagements  of  the  company  in 
New  York  matured  during  the  summer,  they  were  compelled 
on  some  of  them  to  sufl&r  protest. 

Anxious,  if  possible,  still  to  sustain  thdmselves  and  meet  the 
just  expectations  of  their  creditors,  an  earnest  appeal  was  made 
to  the  Northern  Stockholders  who  had  originally  paid  in  aboirt 
two  thirds  of  the  capital.  They  were  made  familiar  with  the 
situation  of  the  company,  and  the  immediate  'causes  of  oar  ina- 
bility to  meet  engagements,  nnd  were  urged  talendjus  200,000 
dollars,  either  in  money  or  credit,  a  sum  deemed  amply  sufficient 
to  place  the  company  upon  high  and  independent  ground.  It 
was  feared  by  the  Stockholders  to  whom  the  circular  was  ad- 
dressed, that  the  same  imlooked  for  measures,  on  the  part  of  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  Territory,  which  had  operated  so 
seriously  to  our  {prejudice  heretofore,  might  be  continued,  and 
thus  this  attempt  proved  fruatess.  They  had  through  the  me- 
dium of  this  (Jompany,  invested  much  mone^  in  l^orida,  and 
without  some  better  assurance  than  the  undersigned  iblt  author- 
ised to  give,  that  the  company  would  be  permitted  to  enjoy  its 
chartered  rights  in  quiet,  so  long  as  they  acted  in  good  faith,  they 
were  nnwilltng  to  invest  more. 

Anxious  to  relieye  ourselves  as  far  as  possible,  an  efibrt  was 
made  which,  in  most  cases,  proved  successful,  to  get  indulgence 
on^a  portion  of  the  amounts  protested,  by  paying  the  bamncet 
which  was  done.  And  in  New  York,  where  our  credit  had  suf- 
fered most,  our  efibrts  tended  in  a  considerable  degree  to  restore 
it,  not  however,  to  a  sufficient  extent,  to  bring  relief  from  all 
oar  engagements ;  and  until  some  fiivorable  action  of  the  Coun- 
cil, which  shall  tend  to  wipe  away  the  stain  cast  upon  the  cred- 
it of  the  Territory,  and  thus  enable  ns  to  dispose  of  the  9175,- 
000  of  bonds,  necessity  will  force  us  to  a  rigid  curtailment,  to 
meet  the  expectations  of  your  Excellency.  It  will  readily  be 
pei^ved,  by  reference  to  the  report  herewith,  that  the  securi- 
ties in  bonds  held  by  this  compan^  (if  made  available  by  a  res-' 
toraftion  of  their  credit,  so  far  as  rt  may  depend  upon  the^ faith  of 
the  Territory,)  will  be  sufficient  to  render  unnecessary  any  press-; 
i6^  measures  against  their  debtors. 

The  present  circulation^  »nd  other  immediate  liabilities  of  the 
company  are  not  lar^e,  compared  with  its  assets,  a  sufficient 
amount  of  which,  it  is  hoped  to  make  available  to  meet^^a^ 
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bilities  abroad  as  they  mature.  Our  policy  has  not  been  to  ex* 
ptmdf  nor  to  contract  faster  than  seemed  compatible  with  th« 
satety  of  our  debts,  and  particularly  as  collections  could  only  be 
made  in  the  notes  of  Banks  which  neither  gave  specie  or  ex- 
change. 

Our  first  object  has  been  to  do  justice  to  our  creditors.  If 
other  Institutions  have  succeeded  in  this  better  than  we  kave^  them 
It  may  be  proper  to  institute  comparisons  between  us,  unfavora- 
ble to  this  Institution.  If  ^  serious  doubts  are  entertained  of  the 
solvency"  of  this  company^  the  undersigned  is  unable  to  perceive 
reasons  for  such  doubts,  which  would  not  apply  with  at  least  as 
great  force  to  the  other  Banks  of  the  Territory. 

The  Trustees  have  loaned  no  money  at  any  time,  to  such  as 
they  did  not  think  able  and  willing  to  pay  according  to  agree- 
tncnt.  They  have  sometimes,  like  others,  been  deceived  in  this^ 
but  claim. for  themselves,  the  ability  to  profit  by  experience. — 
They  have  constantly  aimed  to  have  their  doings  characterized 
by  tlie  strictest  impartiality,  looking  dlways  carefully  to  the  pe- 
cuniary ability  of  the  applicants,  and  to  t!ie  nature  of  the  secu- 
rity offered. 

The  Trustees  are  well  aware  of  the  disadvantages  under 
which  they  labor  at  a  time,  when  the  patience  of  nearly  every 
somd  bosincss  man  in  the  community,  has  been  exhausted  by  tfate 
continued  suspension  of  the  Southern  Banks.  They  know,  too, 
how  deKcate  a  thin^  the  credit  of  a  Bank  is,  and  how  easy  it  it 
by  a  stngk  expression  to  injure  it 

Aware  of  tlie  high  obligation  and  necessity  that  exists  to  re- 
sume specie  payments  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  Trustees  will 
do  all  in  their  power,  consistent  with  a  due  reaard  for  the  in- 
terest of  their  debtors,  to  bring  about  so  desirabte  a  result  To 
regain  the  same  flattering  confidence  which  has  heretofore  been 
extended  to  them  by  the  citizens  of  the  Territory,  and  to  merit 
its  enjoyment  will  be  their  constant  aim. 

All  of  wUch  iarespectfully  submitted. 

GEO:  FIELD,  President. 
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STATEMENT 

Of  the  condition  of  the  Southern  Lifb  Insurance  ani>  Tru«t 
Company,  compiled  from  j^turnsof  the  Apalachicola  Office 
of  ffieenth  current,  returns  from  Tallahassee^  St.  Augustine 
and  Jacksonville  Offices^  and  from  Agency  at  New  Tork^  to 
the  1st  day  of  January ^  1841. 

Notes  and  Bills  discounted,  774,782  49 

Amouot  due  on  Bonds  and  Mortgages,  659,961  23 

Suspended  Debt,  15,305  23 

Loans  on  colluUeral  sccuriry  pnyable  on  demand,       20,158  17 
Bonds  iacludiug  $25,000  ioaned  to  the  Territory 

on  Territorial  Bonds,  and  yet  unsold,        ^  47,000  08 

Bonds  guaranlecdby  the  Teiritory  and  remaining 

uasold,  ■  ';  1  $0,000  00 

Bonds  of  Union  Company  and  Union  and  Poto- 
.   mar  Company  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  87,622  48 

[This  amouat  is  amply  secured  bv  mortgages 
on  real  estate. in  New  York,  Jtfary land  and 
Virginia.] 
Balances  due  from  sundry  Agents,  Banks,  Bran- 
ches, &c.  other  than  Branches  and  New  York 
Agency  of  this  Company,    ,  47,884  01 

Balances  for  advances  on  account  of  cotton  at 
Apalaohicola,  52,163  42 

At  Tallahassee,  26,502  92 


78,666  34 

Bank  Stocks,  26,045  00 

Real  Estate,  including  two  Banking  Houses  and 

Lots,  21,016  96 

Personal  property  in  five  offices,  6,099  11 

Overdrafts — Aggregate  am't.  at  all  the  Branches 

due  from  29  individuals,  20,160  51 

Trofit  and  loss,  including  all  losses  in  negotiating 
Bonds,  and  after  paying  all  expenses  to 'Jan- 
uary 1,  1841,  61.972  81 
Cash— Bank  Notes  of  other  Banks,     30^217  00 
Specie,                                                3,010  89 

33,227  89 


Dollars,    2,058,902  23 
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I.IABII4ITIE8. 

€apital  Stock, 

Due  to  sundry  Banks  and  Brascbes,  oth«r  than 

Branches  of  thi^  Company, 
Deposits  to  apply  to  discounted  paper  past  due. 
Certificate  account  for  deposits, 
Certificates  issuod  to  itie  XJnion,  and  Union  and 

Potomac  Companies, 
Deposits  due  to  individuals, 
Dividends  unpaid, 
Bonds  issued  by  this  Company,  payable  iq  1865, 

bearing  five  per  cent,  interest,  and  guaranteed 

by  the  Territory, 
Bills  payable  at  Agency  in  New  York  in  the 

year  1S41, 
Other  obligations  of  this  Compnfly  for  loans, 
Notes  of  this  Company  in  circulation, 
Resulting  balances,  being  items  of  accoonts  of 

the  several  offices  In  transitut 


897,075  00 

18,036  33 
16,608  22 
22,281  73 

82,702  £5 

106,903  75 

972  50 


400,000  00 

253,«&a  95 
137,079  91 
111,59$  00 

11,904  60. 


Dollars,  2,058,902  23 
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It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  lome  interest  it  due  from 
the  Company  on  loans ;  but  it  is  believed  the  interest  eam^ 
and  due  the  Company,  not  embraced  in  foregorag,  is  at  least 
equal  in  amount. 

GEO.  FIELD,  PresidenL 

J.  Williams,  Cashier. 


TxRftrromf  ot  Plobiba,  ) 
Leon  County.  ) 

Tauuahasssb,  January  22, 184L 
Geoiige  Field,  President,  and  John  Willirms,  Casfai«v  of  the 
Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  being  duly  swom, 
depose  and  say :  that  the  above  statement  of  the  condition  ot 
the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company  is  just  and 
Ime  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

A.  SPENGLER,  Justice  ofths  Ptacs. 
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DOCUMENTS 

ACCOMPANTING  THB  REPORT  OP  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 


EXTRACT 

Fipom  Governor  CaWs  Message  ta  ike  LegiskUite  Cou/inciL  at  the  Ses- 

si(mqfiS39. 

Since  the  last  scss.'on  of  the  Legislative  CoqdciI,  our  flrontier  ^ectle^ 
tnents  have  been  greatly  harrassed  by  the  maraading  bands  of  the  ene- 
my^  notwithstanding  the  formidable  and  well  appointed  force  employed 
bv  t!he  Government  in  prosecnting  the  Wax,  and  in  <)pfending  the  fron- 
tier, the  struggle  'with  xm  Semiooles  still  continues  with  all  the  appaK 
liaff  incidents  of  savage  Warfare.  During  the  last  summer,  numerous 
and  distressing  instances  occurred,  in  which  whole  families  were  mur- 
dered by  the  midnight  attacks  of  the  enemy.  The  frontier  inhabitants 
were  kept  in  a  state  of  perpetual  danger  and  alarm^  and  although  the 
troops  or  the  Gkvernroent  were  actively  employed  in  their  defence,  it 
became  necessary  in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive,  on  the  urgent  appli- 
cation of  the  people  and  the  officers  of  the  exposed  districts,  to  order  a 
portion  .of  the  Militia  into  seivice.  In  Middle  Florida  these  troops 
ha? e  been  recognized  by  the  Government,  and  most  of  them  have  been 
mustered  and  paid  for  their  services.  But,  in  East  Florida,  where  a 
much  larger  force  was  employed,  the  Commanding  General  did  not  con- 
sider them  necessary  for  defensive  operations.  In  consequence  of  which 
the  troops  called  oni-  fk>m  the  counties  of  Alachua  and  Colombia,  ha^^e 
not  and  perhaps  will  not  be  paid  by  the  United  States.  A  correct  re- 
turn of  ine  number  ot  officers  and  men,  or  of  their  term  of  service,  has 
not  been  received  from  the  county  of  Alachua.  But  the.  officer  com- 
manding the  Militia  of  Columbia  county,  reports  a  whole  regiment  to 
have  been  iti  service,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three  officers  and  men.  Whether  so  large  a  force  was  necessarjr 
for  the  defence  of  the  Settlements,  is  a  question  which  the  executive  m 
not  prepared  to  decide,  as  the  scene  oC  operations  was  too  remote  to  en- 
able him  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  tht  subject.  The  laws  of  the 
Territory  require  the  Executive,  in  cases  of  invasion  or  insurrection,  to 
to  order  out  sucb  portion  of  the  Militia,  as  he  may  deem  nece^^ary  for 
the  defence  of  our  citizens.    But  relying  on  the  protection  of  the  array, 
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it  wjisnof  vntil  repeated  outrages  had  been  committed,  and  a  number  of 
lives  had  been  sacrificed,  thai  recourse  was  had  to  the  local  militia  forde- 
fence.  In  adopting  this  ^ta&ur«  al  a  lime  wiien  the  Indians  in  small 
bands  hovered  on  the  skirts  of  every  settlement,  and  every  inhabitant 
exposed  to  Rmssacre,  it  became  necessary  to  invest  the  officer  in  com- 
mand  with  discretionary  power^  in  relation  to  the  number  of  troops  to 
be  employed,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tfanquility,  and  to  ensure  the 
safety  of  those  who  were  exposed  to  danger.  But,  he  was  specially 
instructed  tp  ennploy  no  larger  force  than  i«  kis  judgracnt,  should  be  ab- 
solutely rffecessary,  for  defensive  opefafton^.  The  tmgieal  occurrences 
on  that  frontier  for  some  time  preceedfng,  and  subsequent  to  the  date  of 
t^is  order,  denu)nstrates  the  propriety  of  the  course  pursned.  It  mat- 
ters not  how  numerous  may  have  been  the  regular  force  engaged  on  thai 
frontier,  or  what  may  have  been  its  efficiency,  gallantry,  and  enterpriie; 
the  unquestionable  presence  of  the  enemy,  the  invasion  of  the  country, 
and  the  murder  of  our  citizens  at  their  own  threshold,  or  while  engaged 
in  cultivating  thier  fields,  without  discrimination  of  age  or  £cx,  is  the 
best  proDf  that  sufficient  protection  was  not  given  by  the  Artny,  and  that 
it  was  necessary  and  proper  that  the  militia  should  be  called  ouvin  the 
defence  of  their  families  and  homes.  *Under  these  circumstances  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  there  should  be  no  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  Gener- 
al Government  in  paying  the  troops  thus  employed.  I  am  not  disposed 
to  encouragA  an  extravagant  expeattitore  of  the  public  treaaore,  or  to  ask 
compensation  for  services  which  -^^re  never  rendered.  Bui,  the  troops 
in  question  having  been  called  into  service,  consistently  with  the  laws 
of  the  Territory,  so  far  as  services  have  been  performed  I  recommend 
ihat  their  claims  for  compensation  oe  presented  in  an  appropriate  mem- 
orial ta  Congress,  and  that  if  they  should  not  be  paid  by  the  United 
.States,  that  the  Territorial  (]U>verument  promise  the  necessary  compen* 
ation. 


EXTRACT 
•Pr&m  ihtprettntments  of  the  Grand  Jui-yiof  Aiacht^  4^*  iVVt>.  134i. 

Alachua  Sol^fiftrba  CocTrt,  ) 
November,  1^40.     S 

The  Grand  Jurors  of  the  counties  of  Columbia,  Alaobua,  and  HiiU- 
borough,  before  separating  for  i!)eir  homos,  lake  occasion  to  ciill  atiea- 
liop  lu  such  sulijects  as  they  ik'em  iwpori  int  to  ibe  counties  from  the 
body  of  which  they  come. 

Thny  repres^jji  as  an  act  of  grjal  injustice,  tikrt  the  voluiiteers  in 
AbchfiaanJ  Colunibia,  called  cflii  by  an  order  of  the  Governor,  in  the 
year  18;J8,  *still  rt-main  unpaiil  for  their  servicea.  They  allude  tp  the 
regiment  of  Cbt  RohtTi  Brown,  and  the  battalion  uaaet  Major  Isaac 
Oani^Ott,  Both  these  corps  were  summoned  into  service  for  the  protec- 
liouuf  tilts  cxifjn^ive  frontier,  at  a  time  when  the  withdrawal  Of  all 
tlie  United  States  forces  from  the  interi/ir^  and  the  repeated  massacsN- 
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wyckweie  Qcciiniug,  feudefed  it  a  aiatter  of  exceeding  urgeacy,  and 
imperarive  ijecciisU/  that  Uiey  should  tak<?  the  Jield.  They  did  ho  at 
lUekt^waexpeacf^  under  auUiofliy  of  the  Ex^ctrtlveof  Florida,  aoii  ihe 
\nw^  xiien  and  still  in  f^rc«  u|>ott  the  subject,  trusting  to  the  pledged 
Idiilii  (if  t he  T e f liiory ,  ftir  I bcir  proper  and  st i palaied  remuneration »  Tbe 
Ccmud  Jury  bear  ready  lesiimoiiy  to  tlie  aciivity  nud  efEcienty  of  their 
bcrvictrs,  during  ihc  spring  *nd  sutnriier  of  lB3f?j  and  do  not  hesitate  to 
decbie  thtic  coQvictton  i bit  but  for  ti^e  p rote cliou  atTofded  by  ih^se 
corps,  the  whole  conntry  Ktist  of  the  Smrannee  and  Wesi  of  the  St 
Jclinvy  miu/  ^nd  would  hdvs  br^en  ubandorird. 

It  wii^  a  yeiir  of  gre^t  diffii^ully,  distress  and  Tnisfoptnnt  to  the  inbab- 
lUuls,  and  nothing  but  I  he  encouragcfaealond  support  which  ihe  eiforls 
of  tl»*«  QF^ani^ed  militia  prodticeJ,  sui*tatned  and  earned  the  people 
^hroujh  that  peculiatly  trying  scueon,  anJ  resulied  ia  the  eontinued  oo- 
cupalma  o^  ihis  region  of  couotrf  up  lu  the  present  riroe-  They  ask 
as  nn  mc<  cd'  jtisiiee,  due  to  the  brave  volunteers  of  whom  they  speak, 
aprompiand  early  li^,]uiUaiion  of  their  claims,  and  request  ihe  Repre- 
aen talipes  o(  thoif  counties  to  urge  the  subject  lo  the  aitemlou  of  the 
atxi  Lefts  La  mr^.  •M 

I  hereby  cerlirv  that  the  foregoing  \s  a  true  extract  from  the  genera!  pre- 
sentinenis  of  the  OrainlJury  of  AJarhua,  Columbia^  and  HilUho- 
fonph,  at  the  November  Ttrnij   1810,  of  the  Superior  Court,   lhi9  2d 


liay  of  JatiuarVj  1841, 


BENNETT  M.  DELL,  Clerk. 


siiTTy  s 


1  cartify  on  hiHi^r,  thai  in  eurti|>iifluee  vvilb  I  he  urder  of  the  CJovemor 
^f  Florida,  under  dale  ot"  the2fith  March,  1838,  J  proceeded  lo  organise 
nnd  mualer  a  ibree  for  the  defence  of  the  ttJon7  of  Columbia,  and  ad- 
lareni  f row  tier.  That  the  aiijutant  of  (he  legiuieol,  pursiuanl  lo  my  or- 
ier,  proceeded  to  inspect  and  rnu^ier  the  following  companies,  to  wit:— 
tlioac  i>r  Captains  Martin,  Peiot,  Saodcrlyu,  Ca^t?ti,  Roberts  Bryant, 
Tiliw,  Hookef,  Wonh,  Johnson,  aud  Mi^elL  tlial  said  coropaniea  i^ere 
brought  into^^rvice  on  the  sixth  day  of  Apri't  ^Tid  continued  in  service 
0011 1  di^ehn Tired  by  my  order  iu  compHanre  with  the  order  of  Goveroor 
CnJ),  on  l^t^Mvventy  seconil  day  of  Jwlyj  of  die  same  year,  making  n 
lefni  ^'  Ihtew*  tnutiths  and  sixteen  dAy5=,  with  the  exception  of  Gapr. 
BrfWUl^tO'iHpriny.  which  was  Jischarjrpd  by  the  [Jecr^eoiioi  Colonel 
lit  comma nd*  uiliw  twentieth  day  ol  July*  Thiu  ^^ij  <?tjtnnanies,  while 
•o  in  bervici.%  were  constanlty  in  prepurai^oa  iVr  c^ui?-,  and  obeyed  all 
orders  issued  by  tut*  through  ilieir  res?]>ei;iivL^  u/Tti't^r.s.  That  ihey  per- 
Ibnnelamore  arduous  and  nciive  doty  than  wuHprrfr^rmcdby  the  volun- 
Uirr^ree^i  in  tbe  service  of  tbe  United  Statt-??  "m  i9:>7,  when  1  was  tny- 
ieh'  in  seririce.  Were  aU  the  time  on  the  alert,  »ml  cnLjagcd  in  a  sys- 
tem of  scouts.  Had  lievernl  fekinuiihes  with  llif  i  neniy,  and  succeeded 
in  a  mure  eflectoal  protecnou  of  liie  jjeulemta^j  t\.^i  baa  been  employed 
Mem  i»  eitt^a  UftAi  ^rioit  .,  ^  
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lalsocertifv,  that  such  forage  and  sabsisteoee  ^scoalJ  beproctired  by 
the  ^aarter  Master,  were  faroished,  and  that  when  it  could  not  be  pro- 
cored  by  that  officer,  the  men  were  directed  by  roe  to  iurnish  their  own 
focage  and'  subsistence,  which  they  did,  upon  the  express  undeistaod- 
ioff  that  they  should  receive  therefor,  the  stme  price  for  which  they  could 
89TI  the  same  articles  at  the  same  time,  or  which  they  might  have  to  pay 
for  it. 

And  i  forther  certify  that  regular  reports  of  the  strength  and  complete- 
ness of  each  company  w^remade  at  (he  time  of  mustering  by  the  Adju- 
tant, and  that  the  regtmi-nt  provided  its  own  ammunition,  arms,  and  ac^ 
coutrements  for  the  service.  That  the  muster  rolls  presented  and  cer- 
tified to  ejthibited  a  report  of  the  number  of  men  and  officers  as  reported 
by  the  Captains  of  companies  $  that  said  companies  were  actually  id 
service^  2nd  tinder  orders  for  the  period  designated  in  the  said  rolls  res- 
pectively, and  that  they  are  justly  and  strictly  entitled  to  pay  for  the 
said  term.  ' 

.Witness  my  hand  at  Columbia  county,  this  fifth- day  of  January,  A.  D 

1841. 

ROBERT  BROWN, 
Col.  12th  Regiment  Florida  Militia. 


LETTER 

From  General  Etutis  to  Committee  of  CUiztns, 

Heao  duARTERs,  2n  Division  Arsct  op  the  South,  i 
-:  Garey's  Ferry,  15th  April,  1838. 

7**^  ihe  dminiiitee  0/  the  Citizens  of  NewnansvUle: 

Gentlemen— Your  communication  of  the  13th  inst.  was  handed  tonw 
t^o  hours  since  by  Mr.  Ktuj^^bt. 

No  oQe  can  regret  more  than  I  do,  that  the  ?ery  small  military  fore^ 
niidor  my  command  ha^  bet^n  found  insufficient  to  protect  the  lohabi- 
tunts  of  this  frontier  against  the  marauding  excursions  of  tk«  Indians^ 
and  to  enable  them  to  pursue  wiih  tranquility  their  affricoltural  labors. 
Sudi  ibrce  u^  wa^  uoJer  my  control  was  disposed  of  according  to  thw 
best  of  luy  judgment  Co  effect  that  most  desirable  object.  TIuU  ther6 
has  &eeT*  m  ma^unt  ad  force  in  service  on  this  frontier  has  not  been  my 
fault.  \iy  LMflic^t  and  canitQued  efforts  from  the  day  of  my  arrival 
herd,  havu  hc^-n  ro  obiain  Tiur  the  service  of  the  United  States  two  or 
ilir^/e  t;jTi;^iinics  uj"  ^^oatcd  Flordia  volunteers.  I  have  not  yet  teen 
uble  fo  obtain  a.  !>ing1e  company. 

1  am  happy,  liUtvevcFr,  in  being  now  able  to  say  to  you  tfant  I  hmr^ 
received  iuroimation  fhai  &tvera  companies  of  regular  troops  (two  of 
ihem  mounted)  are  oo  the  march  from  the  South,  and  may  be  expected 
io  fcaeb  Micuf)opy  this  day.  I  have  already  dispatched  orders  to  thv 
iiommandin?  officer  of  these  iroops,  Major  Riley,  to  put  all  the  dispo- 
Gable  farcc^  bt)tb  bor^ie  and  tuot,  in  motion,  to  scout  the  hanmioeks,  ia§ 
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cndiavor  to  find,  dislodjge,  and  debiroy  all  the  parties  of  IndiaDt,  wbo 
are  aupposed  to  be  larking  od  this  frooiier  hetwe#n  theSu  waoee  aod  tba 
head  or  Black  Creek.  And  now,  gentle meo,  I  call  upon  the  cilizeDa 
of  N^wnaDarille  to  put  their  own  sbouldera  tq  the  wheel,  1  y  driving  ^o 
Biajor  Riley  eTecv  aid  in  their  power,  by  strengthening  his  number-?,  and 
furnishing  him  wfth  guides,  icoutst  and  spies. 

You  state  that  relief  is  required  in  the  way  of  subsistence  fcr  the 
many  families  assembled  at  Newnansyifle,  and  seem  t^  intimate  that 
you  expect  me  to  furnish  it. 

Tou  surely  cannot  be  ignorant  that  the  business  of  supplying  ratiotts 
according  to  law  to  the  sutl'ering  inhabitunt:;  of  Florida  has  been  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troo[>s,  and  is  placed 
entirely  under  the  control  of  the  Gommissiooers  appointed  by  the  War 
Department. 

So  far  as  relates  to  the  transportation  of  stijpplies  necessary  for  th* 
inhabitants  of  the  exposed  part  of  the  frontier.  I  will  wiih  jfreat  pleas- 
ure instruct  the  officers  of  the  Quarter  Master  General's  t>qpartmenC 
to  give  every  assistance  which  tbe  public  service  will  permit. 

With  the  assurance  of  my  respectful  consideration, 

I  ana,  gentlemen,  .  • 

*  Your  humble  servant, 

ABR'M.  EUSTIB,  Brigadier  OeMtaL 

To  Fbamcis  R.  Sanchez,  1 

T.T«''p™nr„';'.;  [committee  of  the  Citizena 

James  Pindarvis  V  ^  Newnansvillc. 

.   Jesse  Carter,  and      f         ^^  WenmaBsvilIc. 

Giles  W.  Elus,         )  ' 
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Cfa  Letter  Jrom  General  Eusfis  to  Major  Garrison, 

HeAO  ClUBRTERS,  2o  DlVISlON  ArMY  OF  TBE  Sot3TB;  \ 

Garey's  Ferry,  April  16,  1838. 
Majob  J.  GA|tR]fl03r,  NewnansTille, 

Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowled|ee  your  eoramoaicati<m  of  the 
I3lh  i&st.  and  in  replv,  being  much  hurried,  I  beg  leav^  to  refer  you  to 
a  letter  I  have  just  adaressed  to  the  committee  of  the  citizeos  of  New- 
BaasTlUc,  in  answer  to  a  communication  from  them  of  similar  impQit  tOu 
joars. 

I  am,  with  respect. 

Your  hutnble  servant, 

ABR»M.  EUSTIS,  Bris'r.  Gen'l. 
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J  hertby  ceriify,  upon  hoaor,  lo  lh€  accuracy  and  correciaess  of  (li^ 
folJowiag  stale  nienl,  to  \Vil : 

The  stale  of  ihis  region  of  country  in  the  spring  of  1838,  was  such 
ae  lo  ren<2ef  It  inap^icatively  necessary  tlnat  the  militia  of  this  county 
shiould  be  organized,  and  caljed  to  July.  The  regular.lprces  bad  in  a 
great  measure  been  withdrawn;  Indian  mas>acres  were  of  daily  occur- 
rence;, the  trails  of  tlie  enemy  were  fouod  in  every  direction  around  ihe 
a^Utements,  and  it  became  evident  to  all  that  without  the  most  prompt 
aiod  decided  measures,  the  country  must  be  abandoned  to  the  enemy. 
BeiASC  the  senior  oflScer  of  jthe  regiment  here,  regarding  myself  author- 
ised by  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  in  ilie  then  emergency,  I  ordered  a 
Battalion  into  service;  and  directly  after,  uuder  date  of  the  9th  April, 
1333,  informed  the  Executive  o(  what  1  had  done.  Shortly  afterwards 
n  meeting  of  the  citiaens  of  the  county  was  held  at  Newnansville  tor 
consultation,  and  a  committee  appointe,d  to  communicate  with  Brigadier 
Gen.  Eustis,  concerning  tb&  defenceless  condition  of  this  frontier.  A 
•opy  of  the  reply  of  Gen.  E.  is  annexed  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
inadequacy  of  the  means  of  protection  at  the  oommand  of  that  officer. 
Aft^r  fee«iTing  Gov.  fJall'i  order  of  23d  June,  1833,  to  discharge  my 
battalion  from  the  Territorial  service,  I  consulted  with  the  principal  and 
most  discreet  citizens  of  the  county  as  to  the  propriety  of  complying  with 
it,  and  in  accordance  with  their  unanimous  opinion,  sustained  as  it  was 
by  my  own  judgment,  I  ^cided  to  continue  the  battalion  on  duty,  re- 
porting my  course  to  Governor  Call,  under  date  of  July  5tb.  1838. 
The  battalion  continued  upon  duty  till  the  19th  September,  when  the 
neceissity  of  their  longer  service  being  less  urgent,  they  were  disbanded 
by  my  order. 

During  all  the  period  of  its  service  the  battalion  was  well  organized, 
and  performed  constant  aod  active  service.  The  men  composing  it 
were  all  the  while  under  orders,  aod  did  even  more  duty  than  has  been 
usoatly  required  of  volunteers  iimstered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
iSftates.  It  was  engaged  in  one  regular  battle  at  Santa  Fe  Bridge  with 
a  large  force  of  Indians,  and  in  repeated  skirmishes,  and  by  itsyigilaoce 
and  constant  scounting,  eflfectually  kept  otf  the  epemy  from  the  settle- 
ments. 

If  a  military  corps  ever  entitled  themselves  to  pay  this  battalion  did, 
especially  as  tt  was  called  upon  duty  at  a  season  of  tbeyefM*,  which 
obiigad  ita  membtfrs  to  abaadou  tiieir  agricultural  pursuits,  and  com- 
posed almost  entirely  of  men  upon  whose  single  and  unaided  labor  their 
families  were  dependant  for  support. 

J.  GARRISON, 
Major  iBt  Battalion  dth  Reg't.  Fk)nda  MiUlift. 


The  undersigned  citizens  of  AUcl^ua  county  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  add  oiu  tertimony  as  to  the  necessit^r  and  propriety  of  the  course 
pursued  by  Major  Garrison  as  detailed  in  the  foregoing  statemeot,  in 
reference  to  the  employment  of  his  Battalion  in  the  spring  and  summer 
of  1838.  The  situation  of  the  country  at  the  time  was  such  as 
to  render  it  absolutely  necessary  that  a  militia  force  should  take  the 
field ;  and  that  of  necessity  continued  throughout  that  spring  and  tummer. 
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The  noniberof  men  called  into  service  so  far  from  bein^  too  many  for 
the  occasion,  was  l6ss  ihan  ihe  circumsiaoces  would  have  justified. 

We  add  further  thai  i{ie  Batialion  performed  all  the  while  most  mer- 
itorious service,  and  was  tae  means  of  saving  this  frontier  from  total 
destruction  and  abandonmenr. 

We  cannot  too  strono^ly  recommend  their  title  to  a  prompt  and  early 
liquidation  of  their  claims. 

FRANCIS  R.  SANCHEZ,  Col.  6ih  Reg't.  F.  M. 

A.  MoNElL, 

THOS.  E.  BARROW.  Sheriff  of  Alachita  County. 

JESSE  CARTER, 

JOHN  R.  STANDLEY,t)fFortTarver. 

GEO.  F.  OLMSTED,  Inr.  of  Town  of  Newnansvillc. 

LIGHT  TOWNSEND, 

RENNET  M.  DELL,  Lt.  Col.  Vol's,  in  U.  S.  servict^. 
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Of  leUerfrom  Major  Crurrison  to  Gov.  Call. 
,,  .  ,  ■      NuNA.N;i.\iLix,  July  5^.1338. J 

,,peBr  Sir :— Yours  of  the  23d  ult.  has  been  received  bv  the-  nojitentfs 
vf  Capt.  Byrd.  I  can  only  say,  that  I  am  sorry  to  he  IntorniecT,  that  the 
money  cannot  be  refunded  to  tiie.  Bat  if  that  was  all  it  could  )>e  easilv 
~goi  along  with,  its  I  shoaid  be  rhe  onlf  s6ffener.  aod  Lbaregot  so  itiiteb 
flUemiomed'totiisappoiBlaaeDt  an<1  li>sses,  that  I  am  l<iHiC!h(.tattfkt3  tb^^fci 
paticiill} . 

put  when  I  have  lo  report  the  heart  rending  scpnes  that  are  daily  oc- 
furing  among  my  felhsw  citizens,  it  b(?fjrs  my  f^pfrir  dntvn.  The  bra  re 
Gnpt.  1?V^a!keT  is  no  more.  Hut,  hefeil  honorahly  in  haiile,  the  report uF 
-Tvbitih,  I  expect  you  have  ^een  before  this.  As  llus4ji*ltic  whs  about 
AWemy  mUes  below  lUh  pLjri?,  and  as  the  hid  tan  5  were  inet,  we  hatl 
AatLenn^  hopc^  that  they  w^uM  nrit  fntfrrapt  u'?.  But  howtjuick  were 
ihe^e  hope:;  hhj^^ted:  Mr.  Gwinn  and  hi^  fitrnilr  felt  ForiHarieeoo 
Bundny  l^t  itistaui^  and  on  the  2d  the  Indians  made  an  attack  on  him 
and.  iDurdered  hisiselfl  his  wile  tn<t  cl)ildr<eii  .in  ih^  harbiu:oB$  w.ay;<r- 
One  of  his  sons  luckily  made  his  escape  to  Fort  Harlee,  and  the  tro^ops 
used  all  their  power  to  find  the  Indians,  bat  failed.  This  took  place  id 
about  ten  miles  of  Nonansyflle  on  the  Bant«  Pe. 

'NQCoontry  can  heve  a  wofBefeatut^  than  Alaoboa  hu  tt  rlfads  tinie, 
'  and.  General  Taylor  is  not  near  this  place  tor  sae.  lo  report  to.  In  ib^t 
«a&e  I  feol-conapelled  to  keep  the  battalion  in  service  of  the  Territory,  till 
further  ordered.  ' 

With  great  coimideratioOjl' am  d^mrsk, 
Yoor  4niiirUa  atrtnit, 

ISAAC  GARRtSlON, 
Major  commaDdiog,  &'c. 
His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call. 
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XXVI  AFF]»MX. 

DOCUMENT 

ACCOnPANYINa  THE  MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR 
Batttl  JsLnvLxry  2$,  1941. 


PRESENTMENTS. 

The  Grand  Jury  empannelled  and  sworn  in  and  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Duval,  being  about  to  bring  their  official  duties  to  a  close 
would  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  present- 
ments : 

They  would  bring  to  the  consideration  of  the  Court,  the  un- 
settled state  of  the  country,  arising  from  the  continuance  of  In- 
dian bostilitiegy— while  suffering,  danger  and  death,  are  dmilj 
threatening  some  of  our  fellow  citizens,  no  part  of  East  Florida 
is  exempt  from  the  evils  incident  to  our  Indian  and  border  war. 
A  lenity  of  roorais  and  a  frequency -of  crime  are  the  almost  in- 
evitable resolt  on  every  side,  they  witness  evidence  of  tbistrnlb. 
In  «  disturbed  and  unsettled  state  of  the  county,  the  incentives 
to  Grime  are  many  and  the  restraints  few.  From  such  a  state  of 
thii^  they  duly  hope  for  relief,  by  a  removal  pf  the  Indiana 
from  the  Territory.  By  the  frequent  charges  of  those  eatrast- 
ed  with  the  command,  hopes  of  a  termination  of  these  diflicvl- 
ties  and  evils,,  have  been  often  excited  ,  to  he  as  often  blasted, 
b«t  they  never  look  forward  to  a  change,  (rom  which  ihey  an- 
ticipate the  happiest  results^  by  restoring  peace  to  our  borders 
and  happiness  to  our  homes. 

The  Grand  Jury  would  present  the  management  of  this  war 
widi  <nir  iittignificaut  tribe  of  Indians,  without  aseuming  the 
province  of  condemning  or  censuring  any  of  the  officers  to 
whom  the  conduct  of  the  war  have  been  committed.  It  reqnires 
no  great  wisdona  to  discover,  that  it  has  been  unskilfully  man^ 
aged,  and  unoeoesiarity  protr^bcted,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
all  East  Florida.  In  the  most  public  and  solemn  manner  they 
would  repel  the  imputation,  which  some  h^tve  been  so  ready  to 
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^e^  upon  theoi,  that  the  ciiisens  of  Flonda  have  contribntpd  to 
prolong  the  war,  or  have  desired  its  cootinaancey  qr  beeo  bench 
fitted  by  it.  They  bail  with  joy  the  prospect  oi  an  important 
change  in  those  who  are  to  control  and  conduct  it. 

The  Grand  Jury  would  present,  that  a  division  of  the  Ter*> 
ritory  is  a  subject  of  great  and  abiding  intereat,  to  the  citizens 
of  this  part  of  the  Territory,  disconnected  from  the  Middle  and 
West,  in  business,  in  sympathy  and  in  feeling.  They  regar^ 
a  separation  from  them  Territorially  as  a  subject  of  great  con- 
cern to  the  whole  of  East  Florida,  and  that  the  assumption  pf  a 
State  Government  with  the  taxes  and  responsibilities  incident 
tU  r^rto, would  beget  evils  and  suflering  which  they  are  reluiptaJB^ 
to  encounter. 

The  grand  jury  would  present  numerocut  imtaiKes  of  a  cen- 
surable neglect  of  duty  by  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  other 
)  udicial  officers  in  this,  county,  and  particularly  in  Jacksonville 
in  not  enforcing  the  laws,  by  restraining  those  who,  in  the  most 
daring  and  reckless  manner,  threatens  acts  of  violence  and 
bloodshed.  To  this  neglect,  in  permitting  men  armed,  and 
asing  the  most  violent  threats,  to  go  unchecked  for  hours  and 
even  dayst,  would  they  attribute,  in  no  small  degree,  the  fatal 
affray 'that  took  place  in  May  last,  and  which  has  been  brought 
to  their  notice  at  this  session.  To  prevent  a  repetition  of  such 
acts,  tending  to  disorganise  society,  and  jeopardise  the  lives  of 
unoffending  and  quiet  citizens;  those  who  are  by  law  conserva- 
ors  of  the  peace,  should  be  required  to  discharge,  faithfully  and 
fearlessly,  their  duty  by  imposing  a  restraint  upon  all  who  arm- 
ed with  deadly  weapons,  threaten  violent  and  murderous  assaults 
upon  others,  or  wlio  threaten  in  any  manner  to  violate  or  dis- 
turb the  public  peace.  The  Grand  Jury  would  present  A  W. 
Crichton,  Esq.,  assessor  of  taxes  for  the  district  of  Mandarin, 
for  neglect  of  duty  in  making  returns  of  assessments. 

The  Grand  Jury  would  present  the  want  of  a  competent  jail 
i^  the  county,  as  a  great  grievance,  criminals  are  either  permit- 
ted to  go  at  large,  as  th^  officers  are  compelled  to  muster  a  larsre 
force,  to  guard  prisoners  while  carried  fortv  miles,  over  a  road 
endangered  by  lurking  Indians,  thence  to  be  confined  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  create  the  probability  of  escape. 

The  Grand  Jury  would  also  present  the  remissness  of  the 
Port  Wardens  for  the  St.  John's  Bar,  from  granting  branches 
to  carejess  or  improper  persons,  the  numl^r  of  wrecks  has 
greatly  muhiplied,  though  the  bar  is  not  believefl  to  have 
changed  for  the  worse.  The  importance  of  this  bar  at  this  time 
imperativelv  demands,    skilful  and  faithful  pilots.     To  a  few 
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jtxvni  k^tmmx^  ^ 

ftnett  )k  itotrulted  hok  bntjr  t  large  larooatit  it>r  )plro)^erty,  but  lUk 
They  baVe  deeoied  it  thlsir  doty  t6  call  Attention  to  thH^sobjiett^ 
that  a  reform  may  be  effected. 

The  Grand  Jury  would  take  thts  opportateily  to  tekider  le  bis 
Honor  Judge  Bronson,  their  thanks  for  his  lacid  and  able  charge 
Its  they  were  entering  upon  tlieir  duties,  and  to  iexprelis  th^ 
jpleasnre  and  approbation,  of  the  prompt  and  efficiedt  mitpnir 
with  Which  the  business  of  ttie  session  has  been  condact^. 

The  Grrand  Jury  request  that  these  presentments  may  be  i^ad 
in  open  court,  and  published  in  the  newspapers  of  St.  Ac%hi> 
iifie,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  our  delegate  in  Con^tess,  ai^  ii 
Ike  Gorehtor  of  tha  Tc  rritory. 

GEO.  FLEMING,  Foreman. 

J.  GUTTERSON,  Secretary. 

l^cksonvUle;  December  1 5,  1840. 

A  trtie  copy  from  the  original  now  on  Ble  in  my  office. 

ISAIAH  i).  HART.  Clerk- 
Per  D.  HIRAM  B.  HART.  IX  C. 
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APFEHMX*  '^^"^ 


Tallahassee,  Jan.  29th,  1841,      \ 

T0th€ Honorable  the  ,   ^  ^    .^ 

Legislative  Council  of  Flonda  : 
The  absence  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Territory,  having  been 
lgn£er  than  was  anticipatedt  by  the  ofBcer  or  myself,  at  the  time 
rf  his  departure  for  New  Orleans,  I  submit,  for  the  informatioa 
rf  ihh  Legislative  Council,  a  Report  made  to  me  m  December 
M,  at  my  special  request.  ^^^^^^  raYMOND  RHID. 
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XIVK  APPENDIX. 

REPORT 

OP    TMM 

TREASURER. 


Treasitiier's  Ofbice,  ) 

Tallahassee,  December  23, 1840.  ) 
To  His  Excellency 

Robert  Raymond  Reid  : 
.  Sip — Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  band  you  my  account 
current  with  the  Territory  for  the  past  year,  shi  wing  all  mo-, 
neys  received  and  disbursed  during  that  period,  and  leaving  a 
balance  in  the  Treasury  of  two  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents. 
Of  the  appropriation  by  Congress  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  erection  of  Public  buildings  in  Florida,  as  shewn  by 
his  report  of  Intt  year,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  was 
paid  over  to  the  former  Commissioner,  Mr.  English  ;  the  re- 
mainder,'seventeen  thousand  dollars,  has  been  paid  since  to  the 
present  Commissioner,  Mr.  Baltzeil,  ajid  each  account  charged 
with  their  respective  amounts  on  my  books. 

The  sum  of  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
dollars  and  fifteen  cents  received  of  you  on  the  5th  June  last,  to 
pay  the  interest  due  on  the  1st  July  last  on  the  one  hundred 
Territorial  Bonds  sold  to  the  Union  Bank  and  Life  and  Trust 
Company,  has  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  same,  aad 
the  interest  coupons  received  from  those  institutions  and  plaeed 
on  file  in  this  office. 

There  is  but  little  alteration  in  the  balance  on  hand  of  the 
School  Land  Fund  since  my  ]ast  report  on  the  subject,  though 
an  account  of  its  present  situation  will  be  submitted. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  AUSTIN,  Treasurer. 
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AFFSHBIX^  XXXI 


IX«  Territoiy  of  Florida  in  Account  Current  with  Thomas  H. 
Ausiiny.  Treasurer. 

1S40.  Dr. 

To  expenses  collecting  revenue,  paid  Auditor's 

warrants, 
To  uncurrent  notes,  paid  Auditor's  warrants, 
To  expenses  Indian  War,  paid  Auditor's  warrants, 
To  expense?  Tieasury  Department,  paid  Auditoi^s 

warrants, 
To  expenses  prosecuting  crimes  Middle  District, 

paid  Auditor's  warrants. 
To  expenses   State    Convention,   paid   Auditor's 

warrants. 
To  expenses  prosecuting  crimes  Western  District, 

paid  Auditor's  {warrants. 
To  expenses  taking  census,  paid  Auditor's  war- 
rants, 
To  Treasury  Notes,  amount  redeemed. 
To  interest  account,  paid  interest  on  Treasury 

Notes  redeemed. 
To  expenses  Executive  Department,  paidA.uditor's 

warrants, 
To  expenses  prosecuting  crimes  Eastern  District. 

paid  Auditor's  warrants, 
To  expenses  prosecuting  crimes  Southern  District, 

paid  Auditor's  warrants. 
To  expenses    prosecuting   crimes    Apalacbicela 

Disistrict,  paid  Auditor^  warrants, 
To  balance. 


1840. 

By  balance  in  Treato^y,  26th  Dec.,  1839, 
By  revenue  received  on  Auditor's  certificates. 
By  auction  lax  received  on  Auditor's  certificates, 


Ky  bafanoa  in  Treaiury  Dec.  23, 1840,  2  88 

THOMAS  H.  AUSTIN,  Treasurer. 
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JttXH  AFFBUnx. 


ExBcirrivx  DttAEnaoftf  i 

To  the  LegiMlatlme  O&uncU  of  Fhrida. 

I  fierawitb  tranimit  the  Annual  Repeat  of  the  Qommiftfonef 
of  Ib^  Pit?  of  Tallatiassee  for  the  past  yean 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REOI. 
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Th  th4  ShnaU  and  House  of  Rrtprtsetdatives  of  Florida  : 

The  undersigned,  CommissioDer  of  the  City  of  Tallahasfee 
for  the  past  year,  herewith  encloses  an  account  of  receipts  and 
espenditures  since  his  appointment,  shewing  a  cash  balance  in 
his  bands  or«4  47,  and  in  notes  of  •11,217  17;  total,  91 1,223  04. 
He  stdwiits  the  following  statement  of  the  probable  resources 
of  the  capital  fund ; 

Tbe  above  balance,  1 1,222  ^04 

Amount  which  may  probably  be  collected  oo  old 
account,  mcluding  suit  on  official  bond  of  Willis 
Alston,  5,000  00 

Value  of  lots  tmmM,  6,000  00 

Value  of  right  of  location  of  a  quarter  section 

owned  by  the  Territory,  1,000  00 


•22,222  04 

There  is  due 

To  Mr.  Shine  on  his  contract. 

9,937  00 

U                       U                               i* 

300  00 

*♦        Levinus         •* 

4,1^33  00 

extra  work,  &c. 

1 

*^       Scott  on  contract,  about 

1,700  00 

**        Jw  IL  Robinson, 

467  00 

t       Johnson  dc  Hoyt, 

1,467  00 

€onliiifencies. 

^000  00 
#20,104  Ob 

BalpBce  In  hands  of  Commissioner  after  the  above 

payments  are  made. 

2,118  04 

The  estimated  expense  of  completing 

[the  Capitol  is 

38,000  00 

Leaving  a  deficiency  of  $25,881  96 

The  undersigned  respectfully  solicits  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  examine  his  accounts,  vouchers,  disborsments,  dec. 
and  particularly  to  inquire  into  the  contracts  he  has  omde  with 
workmen  and  the  sale  of  drafts  received  from  Grovernment,  and 
also  to  inquire  into  the  general  condition  of  the  fund  and  hit 
office. 

He  submits  the  necessity  of  asking  an  appropriation  from 
Congress^  otherwise  the  building  must  remain  m  its  present  in* 
complete  state,  exposed  to  the  weather  and  liable  to  great  injury* 
Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  BALTZELL. 
Tallahassee,  Eeb.  2, 184L 
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KOMt  AFFCinNm' 


The  Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Tallahassee  in  Account  with 
the  Territory  of  Florida. 
1840.  Dr. 
To  amount  received  from  Treasurer  under  appro- 
priation of  Congress,  $17,000  00 
To  amount  of  premium  on  drafts  sold,  848  00 
To  amount  of  sales  of  95  lots  in  NW.  qr.  of  86, 
township  2  N,  U.  1  W,  aud  in  tne  NE.  qr.  of 
seel.  1,  T.  I,  R.  1,  15,813  5© 
To  amount  of  sales  of  18  lots  in  sect.   1,  town-  « 

ship  1,  rancre  1,  W.  SE.  and  SVV.  qrs.  8JB65  00 

To  amount  advanced  by  Gov.  Reid  to  contractors,  711  00 

To  amount  received  on  ac't.  of  old  claims,  492  00 

To  amount  sale  of  old  capital,  600  00 

•99,119  54 
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184<K 

By  cash  paid  Shioe,  contractor  for  brick  work, 

••  **  LeviQUS,    •*      for  carpenter  work, 

••  •*  Scott,        "      for  plastering    •* 

**  ^  Johnson  &  Hoy t»  for  carpenter  work, 

••  *•  J.  R.  Robinson,              ••            •* 

••  **  Grov.  Reid  for  advances, 

**  *^^  late  Commissioner,  for  bah  due  him, 

**  •*  John  G.  Padrick  for  fencing,  dtc 

**  **  J.  S.  Robinson  under  resolution  of 

the  Legislative  Ciouncil, 

**  "  Mrs.  Chauslcr                   *• 

.  ••  "  Gov- Duval,                      •* 

«  -*  T.  H.  Austin,                    ** 

••  •*  estate  Chas.  Austin           •* 

*•  **•  R.  B.  Ker  surveying,  &c. 

*•  "  Dorsey,  auction  sales,  July, 

**  **  ApaPa.  Gazette  and  Star  printing, 

«  **  Floridian  printing,  1889, 

*•  fc            u           u         1840, 

"  ^    J.  B.  Brown,, assisting  auctioneer,  &c» 

*•  **    Nunes  for  plats,  &c, 

•*  "    discounts  on  cash  pay  to  lots, 

*•  **     stationery  and  furniture, 

*•  •*     clerks,  costs, 

••  **     Levinus  for  capitols, 

•*  #4  44  removing  rubbish, 

**     two  lots  sold  and  not  taken  out, 
•*    Commibsioner's  salary, 
Balance, 

Consisting  of 

Cash,  4  69 

Notes  due  1st  March,  11,217  37 


Cr. 

•IS^S  00 

5,767  50 

800  00 

038  86 

500  00 

711  00 

533  89 

248  00 

200  00 

200  00 

750  00 

200  00 

100  00 

491  00 

50  00 

68  00 

194  00 

97  oe 

150  00 

88  00 

196  00 

77  76 

28  50 

100  00 

50  00 

800  00 

1,500  00 

11.222  04 

89,119  54. 

811  222  04 
THOMAS  BALTZ£LL,  Commissioner. 
Tallahassee,  Feb.  2, 1841. 
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EXECUTIVB  DKP\BTinBlfT,         ) 

Tallahassee,  Februaiy  3, 1841.  \ 
To  the  Legishitive  Council  of  Florida : 

I  herewith  enclose  the  Letter  and  Report  of  th#  Treasortr 
00  the  School  Land  Fund  for  the  year  1640. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
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COPY. 

Treasurbrs  OmcB,         ) 
Tallahassee,  February  1,  1S40. ) 
JHis  ExcelUncy  Robert  Raymond  Rsid : 

Sir, — Herewith  I  beg  leave  to  hand  yoa  my  account  witk 
the  Territory  for  the  last  year  on  account  of  School  Lands, 
txjubitinff  all  moneys  received  since  my  return  of  last  year,  and 
karing  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  Fund  of  seven  hundred  and 
•ighty-aeven  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents. 
..  ,  Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)      ,  ^  T^iS^'^Al/sXINrtmsiMW. 
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Tkt  TnrUory  of  PUrida  on  Account  of  School  Lanit,  i*  Ac- 
count with  I%omtu  B.  Aiutin,  IVoaturor. 
1840.  I>r. 

To  UUuiee,  787  7S 

•787  7f 


1840.  Cr. 

fiy  balance  on  hand  ai  per  report,  7th  January,  1840,  886  Si 

"  oaih  reoeired  ef  Thomas  L.  Hall,  for  rent,  6  08 

•  ••         -        of  Frederick  Scott,     "      "  11  80 

•  "  "of  H.  Doegett,  *  «•  4  00 
••  -  "  of  Win.M:  Maxwell,"  -  78  00 
"     "         -       of  T.  P.  Chain,         "      "  8  80 

•787  78 


By  balance  on  hand,  Feb.  1, 1641,  ^787  78 

(Signed)  THOS.  H.  AUSTIN,  Txeasuier. 
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ExUdrnvB  ftspARntavr, } 

Tallahassee,  Feb.  8th,  1841*      ) 
r<s  the  Uonorahte  the 

Legislative  Cowncil  of  Florida  : 
Enclosed  herewith  is  the  report  of  the  Auditor,  coDtaining  the 
information  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  Seaate  of  the  29th 
January,  1841.  ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
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%\  A^VWHiiK* 


To  His  Excellency 

Robert  Raymond  Reid : 
Sir-^AJo^n^d  to  a  oorreot  itatement  in  answer  to  a  resoii* 
tionr  of  t|i9  Sf  nat«  of  the  2dth  ultiiuo* 

Any  further  information  will  be  chetrfully  furaishedi  if  requi- 
red. .  Reepeotfully^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MILLER, 
•    February  5,  1841.  Attd.  Pub.  Acct.,  Pbt.   , 
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ArFENBlX. 


ExBCUTTVE  DfiPAETMEirr,  i 

Tallahassee*  Feb,  n,  1841,  J 

Tq  ihe  Le/^h!mtive  Council  of  Florida : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  letter  from  the  Auditor  \n  rela- 
tion Lo  arrearages  due  to  and  from  the  Territoriol  Treaaurv, 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 


Digitized  by 


(Google 


TrBASVRY  DsPARTUfBlfT,  ^ 

Auditor's  Office,  > 

TalU{i99ae«|  C'^bruary  9,  1841.      ) 
To  his  Excellency 

Robert  Rai/moTid  Reid. 

Sik: — On  comparing  debits  and  receipts  with  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Territory,  I  find  there  on  outstanding  warrants  against 
the  Treasury,  amounting  to.(91i,810  56,)  eleven  thousand  two 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  fifty  six  cents. 

My  recent  appointment  does  not  allow  me  to  give  you  such 
a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  office,  as  your  Excellency  or 
the  Legislature  have  a  right  io  exjr^yt 

You  will  however,  discover  How  ^nall  a  number  of  those  ap- 
pointed to  the  office  of  Auctioneers,  Have  made  their  quarterly 
r^alar  reports,  and  how  large  an  amount  of  deficits  remain 
unsettled  irom  other  sources. 

I  am  not,  at  present,  in  possession  of  information  necessary 
to  inform  you  of  the  condition  of  the  claims  that  are  in  pro« 
gress  of  collection,  or  to  insure  in  future,  a  prompt  compliance 
with  the  laws  by  those  commissioned  with  the  collection  of  the 
Revenue. 

The  act  of  the  last  Legislature  authoritiog  the  Treasurer  to 
issue  his  Execution  in  sixty  days  a&er  informalion  is  ffivtm  him 
of  the  defalcation  of  at}  f^er,  and  on  qptiqn  with  the  Auditor 
to  employ  additional  counsel  to  aid  the  District  Attorney  in  pros- 
ecuting claims  with  the  rtqFiit  to  crimmal  brosecufion  under  par- 
ticular circumstances,  appedrk  to  thc'undfersiirned  to  be  all  that 
could  be  required  to  enforce  a  ri^^id  compliance  with  their  du- 
ties. How  far  this  has  had  the  dosirnd  efffct,  as  yet  I  am  una- 
ble to  statcu  The  fines,,  and  forfeitures  are  a  legitl'oate  and 
would  be  1^  fruitful  source  of  Revenue  for  the  apj^lication  of 
diochargiog  the  expense  of  prosecuting  pricnes  by  the  T^rri;prj% 
It  sQeatM  also  Iq.  be  greatly  neglecjted,  wi  but  few  rept^rts'of 
clerkt  of  the  Superior  Courts  of  receiu  dp^t  appears  in  this 
office,  «llowiQg^the«onditioapf  i;his  i(U|»9rtant  branch  of  fiioance. 

Atteataoa  to  tlieila«b«iaqtionedif iihijfat,  with  ti^e  AuQjlion^efSi, 
and  a  zealous  oo-«^witioo  of  the  di^ent  t>QI«ers  of  the  •T.^r*- 
ritoty,  in  forcing  the  CQllfettiM  of  arrears  due  to  the  Territory^ 
Aould  go  far  If  not  entirely  disohargc  the  liabilities  «f  the  Terw 
rito^,  without  i«9ortin)]^'toaperm(nifnt*>sys€erm  of  direct  taia«' 
tion!  '  '•'     Very  re»{>ecilully," ' 

*      '  *•  Your  obedient  servjrm, 

'      (Si^ed,)     *"'  JOHPf  MlfJ.Eft. 

*  Auditor  Public  AccouBts. 

'■■'•'•         F  ' 
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REPORT 
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COMMITTEE  OK  CLAIMS. 


*  Ttie  Special  C^mositteey  to  wbom  was  referred  the  pethkm  of" 
Benjanin  6,  Tbomton,  beg  leave  te 

REPORT  IN  PART: 

Thai  in  the  year  ItSt*  the  petitioner  eotared  into  contract  with 
John  P.  Duval,  Esquire,  Cemmissiooer  of  the  Tallahassee  Fund, 
acting  lor  and  in  behalf  of  the  Territory,  to  erect  a  Capkol,  by  which 
the  Petitioner  undertook,  for  the  sum  of  917,000,  to  erect  and  cover 
the  huilding^-which  was  designed  to  he  a  large  one-^-aod  to  fumisb 
all  the  wcH)d  werk,  and  other  materials  necessary  for  the  purpess^ 
escepi  the  brick,  which  formed  the  subject  of  a  separate  contract, 
and  was  to  be  furnished  by  another  individual  for  90000.     it  ap. 

?»ar8  firom  the  evidence  before  your  Committee,  that  the  petitiooer« 
bomton,  hmnediately  proceeded  to  the  execotion  of  his  part  of  the 
the  contract ;  and  in  the  eeurse  of  the  year  aboveaMfrtioMd,  and 
that  which  folbwed,  erected  al  gnni  eipenae  •  very  auhstao^l  saw 
mill,  whidi  had  o— imonced  successful  operations^  oollected  a  large 
quantity  of  lumber,  constructed  a  lima  kibi,  ^{iierried  an  amoum  of 
Imie  stone  sufficient  lo  supply  Itae  for  the  huiUingv  and  hauled  the 
wood  necessary  to  born  it,  pwrcbased  and  maintained  ozmi,  asulea, 
wagons,  4*c.,  and  euiployed  the  requisite  number  of  workmen.  Dur* 
ing  the  whole  portion  of  tbe  time  he  was  engaged  in  these  operatiooSi 
embracing  a  period  of  fitteen  or  eighteen  nioaibs,  the  petitioner,  al- 
though laboring  under  great  ember ra^smenta,  creafed  chiefly  by  the 
Territory  failing  to  make  adequato.odvaiioes  in  money,  never  relaxed 
in  his  9ffoTi»  to  fultil  bis  part  of  the  co  itract.  It  appears  that,  in  the 
latter  ^art  of  ihe  year  46at9,  the  Commissioner  dticiiacd  nak^iur. 
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tiier  adfMC^Sr  and  the  Legishilive  Council  afterwards  refhaed  t^  pro. 
greaa  witb  the  work.  Rejecting,  aa  far  ns  possible^  tbe  mioor  detailp 
of  tUi  eoBtrpvcniy,  your  Comaiittee  proceed  teekeenrtt  tiial  the  Pe« 
titieDer  loarituted  suit  against  the  Territory,  which  was  thrown  out  qf 
Court,  00  the  pound  that  the  Teniloffy  was  not  liable  to  suit.  That 
an  a  suit  brought  immediatelf  after  bgr  the  Territory  against  him,  the 
ittsy,  aAer  a  patient  wfesiifation,  gave  a  verdict  in  favor  of  Thorutoe. 
Tour  Co—Mttea  take  leave  to  recommend  this  solumii  verdict  of  ja 
jury  to  the  attaetion  of  the  Oouaeilt  as  iumishing  a  iiype  of  all  the 
oRibeequent  decieions  on  this  claiB%  ande  by  flsea  ck)thed  with  legfl 
authority,  and  put  upon  their  beaerand  tbew  oaths,  v^ith,  perhaps,  a 
siqgle  exception. 

It  i^pears  that  the  Petkioeer  then  determined  to  eeek  redress  in  leg. 
iaiationi  and  throw  himself  on  the  justice  and  geueroMty  of  the 
CoaoeiL  His  appeal,  accompanied  no  doubt  1^  requiaite  testimony, 
aetaaa  to  have  produced  a  just  impression  in  this  body.  In  1839, 
tiM  Council  passed  an  act,  pioviding  for  the  settlement  of  his  claim, 
Iqr  rateeocetoarfaitrateiS.  It  appears  that,  Mr.  BertbelAt,  chosen  by 
tlie  Fetitieaer,  allowed  al  the  charges  of  the  Coaonussioner  sgatnst 
the  Petitioner,  ahhoueh  these  charges  aoade  as  aiooey  advanced, 
foalT  consisted  in  goods  and  not  money,  and  deducting  tbeni  from  the 
wboje  amount  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  Territory,  awarded  the  ha- 
lance— oearly  •18,0(10— to  Mr.  Thornton.  Mr.  Chandler,  in  his  re- 
inert,  awarded  nothing.  In  coaaequence  of  this  disagreemeut,  the  de- 
cision devolved  on  CoL  Randolph,  the  uaipice,  who  awarded  to  the 
Petitioaer  one4ialf  the  amount  allowed  by  Mr.  BertheloL  Tour 
ComadHaa  regret  that  the  report  of  the  uaipire.  drawn  up,  as  they 
tereheen  ioferaiedtiD  a  masterly  BMmoer,  aad  presentiiia  a  very  clear 
view  of  the  ease,  baa  been  lost  while  ineustedy  of  the  Territory?  ai«l 
tbev  further  regret  that  this  award  was  not  adopted  by  the  'J*erritory, 
and  amda  the  basis  of  a  ftnal  settlement  with  the  Petitioner,  which 
weald  havw  been  a  ^ood  compromise  to  the  Territory,  and  at  that 
tioM  bife  satisfied  the  Petitioner. 

In  short,  it  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  Benjemin  G.  Thorn. 
too,  who  at  the  date  of  the  contract,  gave  fair  promise,  in  his  eminent 
skill  and  genios  as  a  roechaaic,  m  his  habits  of  industry  and  sobrie^, 
aod  in  his  enterprising  spirit,  of  becomingone  of  the  most  usefiil  citi- 
sens  of  Florida,  baa  been  grossly  wrong^  and  injured  by  acts  of  the 
Territory  and  its  public  servants,  and  reduced  from  the  condition  of 
that  '^jmqperousaiechanic,^'  described  in  the  important  testimony  of 
Gen.  Dttvak  to  want  and  peaury.  It  is  a  fact  of  general  notoriety, 
that  hie  aMinsien,  several  lots  owned  in  this  city,  some  slaves,  and  a 
vary  nsmplste  set  of  taeb,  together  with  a  laige  number  of  mules, 
fkm  saw  arill  aad  workshop,  kthi,  Mmeslone,  wood,  dec,  were  all 
aaerifcad  in  egpsaysaQS  of  the  uolbrtuoaie  interposition  of  the  Ter- 
ritory— and  tkat  it  is  the  selaaa  doty  of  the  Council  to  render  him 
auch  impcfiect  justloe  as  is  now  in  its  power  to  afibrd. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee : 

1st  That  the  Territory— either  Aeai  the  want  of  foods,  or  rather 
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ib«  wkdtrof  ampleftinO^at  its  contml— or  cftpiic 
Causii— ooitiinttted  a  breach  of  contract,  and  is  consequently  liable  t» 
ih^  PMitioner  ibrtli«  Ibll  amount  of  damages,  accoitHfig  1A  tfti#  kws  ef 
the  kadf  #    . 

3d.  That  Ihe'  PetUitionei^  ^IWratdn;  wa«,  at  tifnia;  wiHiiig  cnl 
anxious,  to  perform  his  jiart  of  ^le'cmitract-  9  and,  for  a  period  of  16  «r 
18  monAis,  devoted  himself  with  great  seal  and  fidelity  to  its  perfal»> 
*mnce;     ''  '  .   , .-        . . 

'  3d.  That  the  conlraveny  ^taraao  4ke  Territory  and  the  PelkioiMr 
'baa  been  decidt^  in  i«ifor.t>f  ^ilioflitoO)  by<that^  triKmal  tmivenaly 
j^ofiaideved'the  {ne«  holy  ahdioceffnipftiUe  known  to  oar  free  npabK^ 
can  institutions — an  impartial  jnry  ; 

^   4th.'  That  iiiceeeiite  Lagtfilative  ConMiis  have  evineed  adispoii' 
%ion  to  decide,  or  liaTe  actually  decided,  in  the  same  iilanner  | 

5fh.  That  arbitrators,  created  by  the  Legislatiye  Guiocil,  Md  oooi. 
posed  of  competent  had  disintereated  persons,  ha?a  aleo  de^ital  is 
the  same  manner ;  •  )  •  'I 

mh.  Ihit  if  the  |)arties  Mgnot  Had  Iwn  prifirte  indivMttdl, 
ThomtonV  claim  to  the  full  nniou>it  of  the  bonda  wooM  h«^  bsao 
long  sinee  «aiaihlished  by-a  Court  of  Jaslioe*  ^ 

'  In  coivchiBil^*  your  Coroirottee  are  unaninMaisly  «f  opinioi>— «i 
opinion  which,  at  least  with  a  majontyy  is  a  settled  and  aolenm  eon« 
▼ictton,  not  to  changed  or  shaken^^— that  the  .4^hiim  ©f  BeajaniiB  O. 
Thornton  is  oneef  thecleareat  anerii^  anB  that  he  is  entitled  to  fUm 
fuilestTdiel  the  Council  can  afford.  Tim  conviction  is  fannded  on 
^idence  akea<)y  intiie  possession  of  tU  CmnnMttee ;  but  thafnva  lead 
to believt)  that- oiHer t^amabomtive testimeny iwill  be  reeeiviBd  mm  few 
di vs^  when  t^y  'riH  ti^ake  their fcal  report,  fai  the  mean  tiflie.  thiy 
lieg  teav^to  report  the  lollowii.g  fail-: 

'  '  AN  Art     ■    ■■   •'• 

'     For  Ihe'Rdief  of  Benjcimin  G»  Thornton.*'/ 
Be  it  enacted  ht^jhe  Lrgislaike  Cmtnell  offlie  Territory  ofFtofi* 
fa,  Tliat  Benjamin  d.  Thornton  be  bPowed,  out  of  the  TaUahass^ 
JFund  the  siira  of  ,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  to  him 

forth ^fitb^upon  liis  exernfthp  a  release  in  fnH  to  the  Territory,  of  dl 
dafms  and  demands  arising  from  his  contract  for  buildins^the  Capito|. 


«  *    ;  '    *  '  f   !#. 


.  V     .'• 
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DOCUMENTS 

^iCOpyFANimiO  TRJf  RfePOnT  OF  THX 

COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS^ 

ON  THX  PBTITION  OF 

BEIf JAnilf  Q.  THOnifTOlf. 


9TATSMENT  OP  BENJAMIN  G.  THORNTON. 

After  the  suspf.naion  of  the  building  of  tbe  Capitol,  hj  reason  of  tbe 
fcfault  on  the  part  of  tbe  commissioner  in  January,  1830 ;  I  gave  him 
written  potice  of  my  readiness  to  proceed,  and  demanded  a  corppli- 
ance  with  the  contract  on  hispart,  which  he  failed  to  do,  or  re'^poncf  to. 
{Bee  Records  of  Board  of  Directors  for  the  notire.)  I  then  brought 
suit  against  the  Commissioner ;  the  Court  decided  that  an  action  could 
not  be  sustained  against  him.  The  Commissioner  sued  roe,  upon  the 
trial  I  recofered  a  ferdict  for  costs. 

The  Legislative  Council  passed,  referring  my  demands  to  arbitration, 
^hich  was  not  acted  on.    (Sf^  Laws  o/* '38,  page  136. 

The  Council  at  its  next  session,  passed  a  second  Law,  still  referring 
p^T  demands  to  an  arbitration.  (Se/e  Laws  of  '34,  page  106. 
'  The  arbitrators  under  this  law,  awarded  iu  my  favor,  in  Sept.*  183^.; 
^i^ai  I  now  claim  the  amount  of  antd  awar(^  with  interesi  at  8  per  c^nt, 
lirom  the  suspension  of  the  work;  in  January,  1830,  ^i  whicfi  tj^rpe  due 
Hfitiof  w^  ig)f  CD  the  Commiasioner  by  me* 

p.  G.  THORNTON. 


Taujuiassbe,  14th  December,  1829. 

SliiTLCMiW>*-Afreeablr  to  your  request,  I  hereby  lay  before  you  a 
tUtememlortbe  progress  I  have  made  towards  building  the  Capitol. 

I  have  prepared  a  Targe  quantity  of  tiqtibdr  Air  seaMliag.  .and  sawed  a 
part  of  it,  ah»  arN^aantity  of  the  best,  90ft,  yellow  pine,  tor  frames  and 
cornice.  I  hare  erected  a  saw  mill  for  the  purpose  of  sawing  all  the 
timber  for  the  Capitol,  by  whichjneans  all  the  scantling  will  be  pre- 
pared, ready  to  go  into  the  building,  in  a  superior  manner  to  getting  it  bj 
band.  I  hare  buflt  a  reouiai  Kvie-^^  «jt  fmA  ^l^ense ;  quarried  all 
my  lime  stone^nd  hauled  it  to  the  Ki)n.  and  commence^  bgrningat. 
TfiMve  })reparedlhf  ffumdation  for  the  Ibuiidmg,  ready  to"coo(iniepce  tne 
"jtajring  of  b^ick.  '  '  .   ^         v    ^  / 

'^he  preparations  I  luive.ma4e,  and  the  tkciHtiea  thfVefijr  affoKJe^ine, 
^rhfeharebn  the  spot;!  thin hr equivalent  to  nearly  pti'e  iiaJf  o^'ipy,  part 
af  the  contract.  This  course  has  been  taken  by  me,  with  the  ai^yice 
•r  the  cmttttlaeia^ay  wilir  nlntotlte  aotoiX  mm  iiMrf^,  and  f#rpeiaated 
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bf  his  tuceessor,  in  which  f  rery  facility  wis  to  be  ailbrded  mt,  aeeerd- 
iBf  to  the  trae  spirit  of  the  contract,  whicb  reserves  tothecoaiinissiooef 
the  right  to  exereise  his  judgmeBt  in  the  advaDce  of  money  ;  and,  al- 
though,  a  large expenditore  made  by  me.  isttqt  in  the  materials  directlyi 
yet  it  is  direcilo  the  aecomplishment  or  the  object,  ia  a  better  mas nen 
Refpectfully, 

B.  O  THORNTON.  CotUractm-. 
Col.  Raa'T.  Bortsa,  CT^'n.  %S  the  C&mmUUe.  .  ^ 

P   S.— 1  would  further  observe,  that  I  am  imkf  to  go  #d  with  th« 
brick  work  as  60on  as  the  brick  can  be  had. 

B.  G.  T- 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Benjamio  O.  Thomteo, 
Be  a  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  LxgUUuite  CouncU  oj  ti^  Ter* 
ritory  of  Florida^  That  Benjamin  Q.  Tiionitim  beailowiMi)  o^t  of  the 
^  Tallahassee  fund,  the  amount  of  principal  of  the  award  of  Thomas  P. 
Randolph  in  his  faror,  against  the  Territerv,  and  entered  thereon  from 
the  date  thereof,  a*,  ei^ht  per  cent,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  to  him  forth- 
with, upon  his  executing  a  release  in  full  to  the  Territory,  of  all  claims 
aad  demands  arising  from  his  contract  tor  the  building  the  Capitol. 


March  29th,  1890. 
As  the  securities  of  Mr.  B.  G.  Thomtou,  for  the  tulfillmeat  of  hfh 
part  of  the  contract,  for  raising  the  walls  and  coirering  ili  the  Capitol. 

We,  as  his  securities,  wish  y&Oi  to  be  informed,  and  to  take  notice, 
that  although  we  hare  been  advised  and  believe  that  we  are  released 
■Ireadr  by  the  failure  on  your  part,  and,  nevertheless,  if  you  conceive 
us  to  be  responsible,  as  his  securities,  you  will  forthwith  furuish  the 
briek  necessary,  and  of  such  quality  as  will  be  proper  to  put  into  the 
walls,  and  funds  accordina  to  the  contract,  otherwise  we  shall  hold  eur- 
selvesaa  entirely  released  from  such  supposed  liability. 
Yours, 

DAVID  FLOYD, 
G.  W.  WARD, 
SAM'L.  A.  8PENC£lt. 
WESLEY  ADAMS, 
JOSEPH  McBRlDS. 
To  Tummrrr  R.  Bbtton,  Esq.,  Commioeioner 

of  the  aty  oJ  Ta 


ARTICLES  OF  A6RE«MfiNT 
Jinfe  tfW  ente^  into  iMs  fourteenth  day  of  May,  in  Aeyearrfe/ur  tati 
eif^Ueen  hundred  and  iweniy-^lUn  between  John  P.  Duvii^  Commtuiomr 
eftUdtf^  TaOdhaneeamdoftht  Territon/  of  Florida,  t/  the  om  part, 
and  Beiffomin  G.  Thornton  and  Jesse  SL  WmU  of  the  eiherpart^  JU  ijf 
the  city  and  Territory  aforesaid. 

WHMuua,  by  Tiftue  of  tbt  tut  gf  Ae  Le§ia|aa?e  Co«ocil|  eatided  w 
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iet'to  provii«  for  th«  hiying  off  tke  town  cf  Tallahassee,  aad  the  sak 
of  the  lot«  thereof,  ao<l  the  several  aets  passed  in  ameiidmeat  thereof, 
loha  P.  Dofal  has  heea  doly  appoioted  aale  Commissioner  of  the  eitf 
%f  Tallahassee,  aod  vested  with  full  power  and  authority,  and  it  beiof 
a  part  of  his  doty,  in  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  acts,  to  proffresa  with  the 
boilding  of  the  Capitol  by  contract,  according  to  the  plan  already  adopted, 
ar  snch  other  as  might  be  adc^ted  by  ibe  Council  with  some  fit  person 
most  likely  to  secure  to  the  Territory  the  ultimate  completion  of  tha 
work,  neeordiog  to  the  plan  aloded  to,  aod  as  the  funds  of  the  Territerf 
appropriated  to  that  object  would  otherwise,  and  the  said  John  P. 
Ihival,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  parsaant  to  the  provisions  "of  tha 
atforesaid  act«  of  the  Couacil,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  January,  eightees 
toadied  and  tweaty-elght,  gave  public  notice  in  the  Florida  Advocate, 
•  public  newspaper  peioted  at  Tallahassee,  that  he  would  receive  writ- 
fan  proposals  until  the  first  Mouday  af  April  aeit.  for  the  buiidtog  and 
aovering  in  of  the  Capitol  accordint  to  the  plan  amesaid :  and,  where* 
•S)  sundry  proposals  were  received,  and  divers  ofos  made,  but  of  « 
eharacter  ao  vague  and  indefinite,  that  the  said  John  P.  Duvai,  Com* 
ttiiasioner  as  aforesaid,  deemed  it  essential  to  the  interest  of  the  Ter* 
ritoq[,  and  a  faithful  perlbrmance  of  the  work  accordiu|^  to  the  plan, 
to  reject  all  the  proposals  thus  made,  and  ag^in  te  advertise  and  require 
•f  those  disposed  to  contract  for  the  work  to  be  precise  in  describing  the 
asanner  in  which  the  work  would  be  executed,  and  the  kind  of  mal» 
rials  to  be  used,  and  so  if  practicable  to  insure  a  faithful  pertorma»ee  of 
the  contract  en  th^  part  of  the  contractora ;  and  also  to  ensure  to  tha 
Tarrilorjr  the  erection  of  such  a  building  as  waa  contemplaied  by  tha 
Legislative  Council ;  andontht  twalfih  day  of  ApriL  eighteen  Ihnh> 
drad  sad  twanty^^ight,  the  said  John  P.  Duval,  CocMsissioser  aa 
■Ibiaaaid,  again  gave  public  notice  in  the  aforesaid  public  news- 
paper, that  ha  would  receive  written  praposals  for  the  boildiag 
of  the  walls  aod  covering  in  the  Capitol  aceordtng  lo  the  plan  afore- 
aaid,  until  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  twent]^ 
imghty  in  which  those  persons  wishing  lo  contract  were  notified  to  de- 
saribs  the  kind  of  materials  to  be  usm,  and  mauner  in  which  the  work 
waa  iiMended  to  be  executed,  all  of  which  wilt  be  more  fully  and  at 
lan||Ch  appear  by  reference  to  the  notices,  and  the  several  proposals  re* 
flUuamg  in  the  office  of  th&  aforeaaid  Commissioner.  That  pursuant  ta 
fca  last  notice  as  aforesaid^  sundry  proposals  wareraceivad,  aad  amoagea 
others  thac  of  Beajaaua  €L  Thornton  and  Jesse  H.  Willis,  marked  as* 
UoMM^Bumber  two,  and  rof  erred  to  and  oiada  a  part 'of  thia  contraoc 
#lHch  preaoeal  the  said  John  P.  Duval,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  did 
eoaeaive  the  last,  aad  most  lilnlv  fa  insure  a  due  and  faithful  perform* 
aaae  of  the^work  eoatemplned  bv  the  Legislative  Coundl  and  of  tba 
materials  best  suited  to  tha  huildiog,  and  aeaaidiagly  the  said  John  P» 
Puvel,  Commh»;4ooer*aaibresaid,  on  the  twanty-eecoMi  day  di  April, 
eightaen  hundsad  aad  tweotv-eight,  did  agree  to  and  accept  the  last 
proposal  aforesaid  of  Beniamin  G.  Thomtoa  and  Jesse  H.  Willis,  to 
Mild  the  walls  and  eover  in  the  Capitol  according  to  the  aforesaid  eati^ 
aMte,  No.  2,  at  and  for  the  sum  vdwinty-ihree  thousand  iJuree  hundred 
mndfi/tf  doUttTM,  Therefore,  this  agreement  witoes^th,  that  the  said 
>obn  P.  Duval.  Commiseion^r  as  aforesaid,  for  and  in  behalf  of  iim 
Territory  of  Florida,  and  for  and  in  coosidpratios  of  the  premiaas  and 
aoveoanis^  and  the  agreements  of  the  said  Thornton  ^  Willis,  hrreiny 
aAer  'expressed,  doth  herahv  covenant  and  agree  to  aad  vrih  the  said 
Tli<)raitoDdt  Willis,  and  their  heirs,  axeontors.  admteislratoia  and  a^* 
signs,  thai  he  wiUp^f  them  or  their  legal  repiaea&latives,  the  atoetaid 
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tarn  of  ttveQty-tbre»  tboQsiMid  tlii«ee,  hundred  md.  fiflf  dillart,  c 
inoD«y  of  the  U q ited> States^  in  th«  maaiei  follovvisg^  tfa»t  is  to  say  :-^ 
Tbe  saidCommissiooer  agiees  to  pay  for  tbe  woik  at^  tasil  to  itf^ograiM^ 
or  as  materials  are  turn ished.  provided  coUeciions  suffidieiit«aD  bemada 
o(  the  mcHires  appropriated  exclusiTf  ly  to  the  building  of  the  Capilol, 
and  in  ao  event  is  the  Commissioner  to  pay  a  greater  t»«ai  in  adT&Dc« 
than  tiie  value  of  tbe  work  done  and  material  fnraiahed^  nor  agreatac 
•mount  than  is  collected,  unless  hie  deems 'it  fit  and  praper  aotado^ 
And  so  soon  as  the  work  m  done  and  tbe  building  is  completed  aaeo»- 
dtfig  to  the  contract,  then  the  said  Commissioner  agrees  to  pay  o?  er  aof 
sad  every  sum  or  sums  that  May  be  due  and  unpaid,  if  so  aMich  may 
In^  beta  calJeoteU,  and  it'  «ot  then  so  soon  as  said  sum  or  suma  may 
be  c^ilecled.  And  the  said  Benjamin  G./rbom|on  and  Jess*  H.-l¥tlia 
^ovnnaat  and  agre^ta'aad  witli.  the  said -John  P.  i>uTaL  GomiuisaionBt 
dffafaretaidy  that  tbev  will  fortA\t«t)ipt«eeed  wii^  tbe  work  and  coolinon 
with  ail  i<easoM4e  diligehpe,  until  the  tame  ia completed  agreenbinin 
the  citttract,  and  to  the  pian  adopted  by  tbe  Connciiv  and  to  thtefitimam 
No.  2^  iierefnaiU>r  referred  to,  that  t»tOBay  the  walls  to  be  tba^innn- 
sions  stated  in  the  advertisement,  that  is  of  the  present  walb^  excapl 
the  partition  walls  which  are  to  be  foar. inches  thicker,  all  hnnl  bridL 
quoted  and  laid  in  the  best  manner,  with  pilasters,  foil  caped  and  base4 
with  their  entabblurers  of  the  Tuscan  order,  as  per  dnrwing  nnubtr  nne^ 
iha-doors  to  be  circular  heads  with'  douMe  pilasters,  ns  per  druwii^ 
nnmber  four,  referred  tn  and  made  a  part  of  this  contraki.  The  win- 
4«w  frames  to  be  aeav«icd  and  made  in  the  best  manner;  feo  receivn 
tl«a  tnaide  work  for  double  hing  sashf  masle  lOf  two  inch  atui^  na  per 
davwin^  namber  five,  referred  to  and  made  in;  part  of  ibis  coairaet: 
Vila  iM  flonr  of  justs'  «d  be  three  by  tnralve  inchi!hi4«nd  net  moan  iniA 
aimeen  inches  ttom  their  C0mr<5  apart.  The.seaond  %>or  -ta  b*  fat  in 
with  tnis-furdem  as  per  drawing  number  six,  referred  to  and  made  n 
part  of  thi^  eonwadu  wlMcb  are  not  to  be  lensr.iiian  eigbiean  inefaes  deef^ 
wiik  double  fionr  of  joist  framed  in  tb  face  at  top  and  i»ottom  of  gitdc^^ 
and  not  less  than  four  girders  over  ithe  represeataiive  hall  with  twn 
plain  girders  over  the  lobies.  Tbn  whole  of  the  other  floors  nae  in  bn 
loista  three  by  twelve  inches,  and  not  more  than  eiffhteon  iochea  apart 
Kocn  ihetr  cf  nin-e.  laid  on  girders.  The  whole  of  ibe  pnrtttiona  nfe  in 
he  six  inches  thick,  full  trussed  and  tucked  in  ipoats  and  girderdera  wilki 
ntraining  beams,  sectmiy^straped,  and  bolted,  dMstndaSiy  6,lraBans  and 
posts  from  six  by  sijt  to  six  by  eight  in  propnAinn  to  their  length  aa  pec 
dracring  namber  seven^  rtiisred  to,  and  made  a  part  of  ihta  naafcli 
Tihe  dome  to  b«>  trussed  with  the  npfighi  straped  to  their  firdem  and 
atraittiag  be&ms,  the  whole  is  to  be  aeciml|^  bolted  anper  drawing  nnw 
heit  nigkt  reibcred  to,  a  ad  made  a  part  of  thM.  contracts  Tlie  iTinga  and 
angles  io  he  earered  witlMriged  rnofs  andigutttni^ofeat  wide  hetwnuft 
tbe  walb,  ronf,  nngles  aBd-  dome,  and  the  nditda  4o  be  cotnred  wiik 
•ixteeo,  or  line  thanened  down  with  iron  screws; 'it  is  nnderiitood  thm 
the  pilasters,  and  cornace  are*  (to 'h^  put  on  ibe  aid  wing,  in  the  aamn 
manner  as  the  new  part  of  rh<r  buildiing ;  and  it  it  furtMr  nnderaioad 
and  agreed  on,  that  in  case  the  monies  cannot  be  collactad  to  ^y  te 
ifaa  woirkdot7&and  materials  furnished,  that  the  said  Thoralton  It  Wiliia 
nliall  ndtd}0  bound  to  proceed  with  the  work,  until  the  money  can  hi 
CoUeeaed:;  and  it  is  iiarther  expressly  undersiood-and  agreed  to.  hy  Ihl 
Mrtina  to  thislnstromsnt,  that  one  of  the  nartiea  to  wit:  Jesse  H.  Wii^ 
lis  is  ndt  honnd  niter  the  completion  of  the  htiak  Work,  that  ia  to  aa|| 
that  an  annnnt  nM  the  brick  nneensary  ior  the  balding  ahnil  'be  hy  hi* 
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MitisfeA  «fid  fSk  brick  wotk  ^hall  be  eompleted,  theti  all  obligatioDf 
Vpoii  faiiB  tease  Md  he  is  not  furtbef  bound  by  thU  contract.  ' 

In  testimony  whereof  the  parties  hare  heretinto  set  their  hands  add 
affixed  their  seals^  the  day  and  year  first  abore  written. 
Agreed  in  the  foar  A  line  from  B.  G   THORNTON,  L.  a. 

topentetedbelbre  execution.  JESSE  H.  WILLIS,  u  a. 

JOHN  P.  DUVAL,  L.  8.    ., 
"1  Tttt.  Commissiontr  of  Tallahassee. 

HonATIO  P.  VA88. 

A  tme  cop?  froui  ihe  oririnai  pn  file  in  my  office. 

R,Q.  WRLFORD, 
Glerk  Superior  Court  Leon  Comity. 


Eifow  kLt  Mb3i  it  THcaa  PaBsurTs^  That  w^  Bf^njamm  6.  Thtwn- 
lon,  Jo.<4ef»li  Mrllri^le,  Cieur^e  W.  IVurti,  DiTia  Floyd,  8»riiuel  A.  Sp^n- 
ecr,  and  vVei^ilcy  Adarua,  nrc  held  ttiid  firmly  biiut^  untt^  Jiibzi  P,  Du- 
Tal,  ComnoiK«<io[mr  of  Tallahasaee,  und  Uie  AucctHnurB  in  vllic/^,  m  ih^ 
proa)  euio  of  St"? ealeen  tUoiit^und  dollars,  Tti^ful  nioney  of  tb«  Umti-d 
Sintt^i,  Uj  lUf*  pay  OIF  lit  of  which  well  wnd  truly  tci  b«  made  to  ihe  siiltl 
John  P.  Duval,  (7i>uiiuia!iioa^r  an  afort-aaidf  ar  hia  auocpsaor  in  otfice* 
w^  bind  our»<!lvf:s,  our  bf^ira,  executors  aDdadijiitiJatratorH^jointlT  aud 
aevffrujly,  firmly  hy  th^itu^  preamutt  if-al^d  with  uur  steals*  and  dalfd 
this  l4ui  day  of  MHy,  jh  ttii^  year  of  our  Lord  mie  thousand  eigbi  bun* 
dred  and  iwenry-^i^t>L 

Whrroas,  th^  said  Benjamin  G.  Tbornton,  to^ettier  w:lh  JeBa4*<H. 
Wiflis  hare  entered  into  a  contract,  bearing  even  date  berewith«  ^o 
ere«n  tfhe  walla  and  C0v<^1r  In  the  Capitol,  reference  thereto  being  had, 
wdt  more  fully  appear ;  and  the  said  Thornton  &  Willie  having  agreed 
between  themselves  that  the  said  Willis  is  to  furnish  the  brick,  and  the 
said  Thornton  is  to  find  all  the  other  matMrials,  and  exeeute  the  work, 
agreeably  to  the  contract  aioresaid,  pnd.  the  estimate  No..!^  therein 
rmf^^  IS6. '  N6w  tbi' condition  of  this  obri^ation  is  auob,  that  if  the 
suid  B.  O.  Thornton  shall  commenee,  without  delay,  apd  mrogrees  wpih 
«(l  rpttsonable  exjyedition,  and  shall  Well  and  truly  complete  the  work^ 
albresaid,  hn  n  good  workmanlike  manner,  according  to  the  tenor  and, 
fflbcl  af  the  aforesaid  contract,  and  the  estiniule  No. %  thirein  rf:ferre4 
to,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  and  of  no  eflTect,  otherwise  to  remain 
iii  fuH  foH;e^n\<  Ttrtue. 

B.  G.  THORNTON,  t.  s. 
JOSEPH  McBRlDE,  l.  s. 
O.W.'^WARD,  L.  s,   ' 

DAVIS  FLOYD,        '      l.  s. 
'  '      ^'  •     ^    .     -^  SAiML  A.  SPENCER,  l.  s. 

WE8TLEY  ADAMS,     L.  s. 
Tesl« 
Homtio  P.  Vass. 
I,  Thomas  H.  Duval,  do  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  a  bond 
filed  in  the  Superior  Court  for  Leon  CouniVf  Middle  Disinct,  Florida, 
(of  which  I  am  clerk,)  in  a  suit  of  the  Commiesionei  of  Tallahassee 
againsi  the  said  B.  O.  Thornton,  and  others. 

Oiveu  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  said  Court, 
tbisdthdav  of  February.  imS 

THOS.  H.  DUVAL,  Clk. 

ByJ.W.D.  Stone,  D.CIk. 
G 
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Ala  96951011  of  the  Superior  Court  for  tbo  Middle Obfrkt  oTKIerUat 
Leon  couDt/,  cuatipued  aivd  aeld  at  the  eiiy  o£  rah«ka#*ee,  ob  Fridsf 
the  20th  day  of  April,  X,  D.  Ia32. 

Preheat  ihe  same  Jud^e  as  oa  yesterday. 

The  Coinmis^io^ef  of  Tailaha>se9,  plaiof liJ^     ^ 

a^oat  .  >  Iiv4)ebl« 

Beojamin  G.  Thornton  and  others,  defend  mt^.  } 
This  day  caiiie  the  parties  by  their  .iUorot»y-.  and  thereupon  fhe  jury 
swern  iii  ihis  cause  on  Wedae^dav  last,  appeare  '  ta  CoUrl  ii'.(r«fal  V  lo 
their  adj'jdrnmrnt,  and  apoii  their  oath  ienwM«d  4he  follow uig  yerdlct: 
^  Weth«.  jury  6^4  f^  ^^  defeodaain." 

.  ^  truf  copr. 

R.  Q.  WELLFORD,  Clerk. 


'StitfementofthratrtiTd  of  the  arbitrators  Tttth*  case  of  B.G.  Tbom- 
too  against  the  Cotoinis^ioiicr  of  Tallahassee. 

Mr.  Berthefol,  otie  of  the  arbitrators,  award  to  Thoratou  t^e  amouot 
of  his  coturaci.  dedu^tia^  therefroai  the  aruouui  paiJ    him. 
Mr.  Randolph  at?ards  half  the  a»>io'jni  of  Mr".  Berthelot. 

STATEMENT. 
Amoani  of  contract,  $17,000  00 

By  amount  paid,  *  4,034  3^^ 

This  amount  awarded  by  Berthelot  ','  Jg  12,965  79- 

'  And  the  half  of  that  Aum  by  Mr.  Kandol^&  mate»  86.432  85 


A  Statement  cf  evidencp.  I  wish  to  lay  before  (h,^  Gunmittue  in  reto* 

twn  to  my  claim,         * 
'  There  is  no  Commissiouer  of  Tallahassee,  aodjbe  books  of  the 
Commissioner,  and  the  books  of  the  Board  ol  Directors  of  the  Talla- 
hassee fund,  are  in  the  band^  ot  Doctor  English,  subject  tu  the  or^ar 
of  the  Governor. 

I  wish  those  books  to  be  brought  before  you  and  Cam.  J.  P.  DoTal, 
and  J.  A.  Bertbaiotte,  to  htt  sumMioned  as  necassary  to  a  proper  uoder- 
atanding  of  the  rase.  The  evidence  taken  by  the  arbitrators,  and  all 
other  pajers  relative  to  tba  aase,  being  gone  from  tbe  offiMse,  and  are  not 
to  be  found. 

B.  O.  THORNTON. 

'  '         "        '  i     \ 

«'   I. 

.   .     ,  ,       .'  ,  »    I.  -« 

>  '  r.  T       ^  .  '      ' 
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May.  23, 

do. 

Apiil  13, 

'  do. 

Jonp8, 

dUb 

July  20, 

d«^ 

« 

da. 

c< 

do; 

fl«ft.l, 

do. 

w. 

do. 

Ootobar  6, 

do. 

■     do. 

d»v 

1830. 

January  1, 

do- 

April 1, 

do. 

tSiooo 

25  40 

400 

150 $1575  40 

243 

207 

50  00 

300  tX) 

150  00 

,    300  00 

120  00 

857  71 

38  02 

*    150  CO 

•59  17 

AWEWDtX.  Uti 


1838  *     Acaonnt  wiiti  tbe  Ommissioner  of  Tallfthlrasee. 

Jsce  1  U  to  drafc*OD  Tr^^rer^ 
Juiy23,v"'    *^  <kt 

.   30,  "     «  do. 

Oct.  10^  f*  .   "  db. 

A^ve  amotion  pMd  by  J.  P.  DaraL 
l>eceinbtr  \\  dnR  4m  Tr«a^ufef, 

1829.  Cash. 

February  24,  to  drak  on  Treasurer, 

do. 
for  WrT».  Wall' 
*•  Jfjs.  5.  McMoUin, 
•♦  Tho*;.  Br(y^'n, 
f**  on  Trea?aurer. 
«  John  P.Daiml, 
•*   D.  B.  Douglass. 
•*  J.  H.  Willis, 

^*  Betton  dt  £inttory,  300  00  '  "* 

"  Cash,  100  06 

;   ^  df«ftf)€r»e(»t.Floyd,200 
"  J.  W.  r^nnus.  30  6;2,458  PO  • 

§4,034  30 
NoTE.-*$4034  received  chiefiy  in. Merchandize  and  Groceries. 


TE&TI-MONY  OF  CEN.  DUVAL. 

B.  O,  TJiornton^s  Chse. 

Jj^lbn  P.  Duva)  appeared  beibre  tbe  Committee,  and  was  duly  sworn. 
He  deposed  aud  said,  tb»L  beingCommissioner  ol*  tbe  Tallahassee  fund 
in  18^8.  and  autborisfd  by-act  oflbe  Legislatire  Council,  lo  contract 
fur  builnijiff  ihe^Capiiel,  he  did  ^ntract  with  Ji'sseH.  Willis  and  Fen- 
jamjn  G.  Tbof^ton^lo  eraet  «Dd  eerer  tbe  building  for  which  they  were 
to  receive. tfce  fUJB  4)f  S23jOOO,of  tbeneabouta;  not  a  joint  ebntrcVt^  but 
separate;  Willis  to  furniMi  the  brick  and  receive  ?6,000?  Thorntofi  no 
iornisb  lombtsfr  lime,  4t4e>,'uo6m9U  (he  buildiagior  17,000.  Witness 
believe^  be  ba/l  oUde  a  greet  bargain  for  the  Territory,  tbe  bui)d-» 
tng  was  designed  to  be  nearW  orquiic  «»  largei  as  thftt  nowbtirg 
erected  M  -'^estSBed  lQ.be  a  splendid  structure.  Thori^t  n  ^ve 
witness  a  complete  drawing;  from  witness's  knowledge  o<  archilec 
(oral  dei^ign,  is  able  to  say  it  was  an  admirable  drawing.  Tnorn- 
ton  manifested  a  perfectly  honest  disposition,  detailing  things  very  pre- 
cisely to  (be  Commissioner',  making  every  requisite  explnnaiion;  wit- 
ness made  tbe  contract  with  Thornton,  partly  on  tbe  ground  of  his  be- 
ing, althat  time,  in  prosperous  circumstances,  and  was  esteemed  one  of 
the  first  architect?  in  Washmgton.  Thornton  soon  comnjenced  the  ex 
ecutioo  of  his  contract,  erected  a  mill  for  sawing  lumber,  which  witness 
saw  working  well,  and  qaarried  siooe  and  constructed  a  lime  kiln  ;  wit- 
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liv  AFFEmnx. 

ness  sanctioDed  all  these  measures,  considering  tbeis  tMfal  preptra- 
tions  to  complete  the  contract  in  the  best  manner.  Timber  roUed  in 
consequence  of  the  Commissioner  and  Council  refasin-^  to  fornish  mo* 
ney  ;  t  was  an  entire  loss  to  Thornton.  Ht  btlitves  TbatDt^s  noeif- 
ed  boi  Iktie  money  ;  what  b«  did  receivtB  was  chieiy  of  witness,  while 
he  acted  as  Comnaissioper;  he  believes  his  succesaor  paid  Thorotoa 
chiefly  in  goods  out  of  bis  store.  Witness  r^i^ned  his  office  oi  oom- 
missioner,  and  became  attorney  for  the  commissioner.  HVbrle  t  e  acted 
as  Attorney,  there  was  more  tban  $23,000  due  the  Territory,  ont  of  the 
Tallahassee  fund  ;  which  witness  coald  haire  coUectedf  aad^  as  a(tor»ey 
offered  to  collect,  hm  the  conjwissioner  Mf«  BettoQ^  diaeeted  kim  nollo 
make  the  money;  ahput  that  time,  there  was  a  party,  here,  hostile  totht  eom- 
pletioo  of  the  Gapitof.  Witness  w^ntaway  in'Sl^  bad  be  continued 
to  be  commisi^iooer,  he  believes,  Thornton  would  hate  completed  ttte 
Capitol  according  to  conttact.  The  sMccetssor  of  witaess  al  first  en- 
couraged Thornton  to  proceed.  Wilnesa  beiievea  thet  Thorntoii  set- 
tained  a  great  sacrifice,  ol  property  in  eoostqiience  of  the  refut^al  of  the 
Territory,  to  prooeed  in  the  fulfilment  of  Us  part  of  the  coetrat  t.  Thorn- 
ton always  evinced  a  dispositiooito  proceed  with  the  coolract  and  com- 
plete the  Capitol :  deponent  beiieves  that  when  the  attempt  wai  BMir 
to  arrest  the  pro^^ss  of  the  Capitol,  the  late  Maj.  Chaires,  made  aL 
offer  to  take  the  contract  Mnisclf;  to  beoome  resnonsible  for  ks  fulfil- 
ment, and  to  finish  the  Capitol.  The  deponent  nr^t  heard  this  froir 
Jesse  H.  Willis  who  was  very  intimate  with  Mr.  Chaires,  the  assertiot 
has  been  often  since,  repeated  lo  his  presence,  and  he  has  neret  heard  {. 
di^pied. 

J0HN  P.  DUVAl/. 
Feb.  8,  1841. 


CASE  OF  BENJAMIN  G.  THORNTON. 

Feb.  6,  1641. 

This  day  appeared  before  the  Cemni<tt>e,  RJebard  Shetier,  who  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  said  ttiat  altei  Mr.  Spemcer  Itrit  the  service  of  Mr. 
Thornton,  b(^«  Sheiler,  hndchurgf^  of  the  bands  ;  that  the  stotie  quar- 
ried and  ready  for  tie  kiin^  was  8ut!i<ii<nt»  an  he  belt^^ves, for  all  tbe 
purposes  of  the  contract :  a  large  qunntlty  ot  w^od  was  transport*  d  to 
the  kiln,  sufficient  to  barn  all  the  iime.  Tbomtoa  ert^ted  and  set  in 
motion  a  hirge  idHI  nenr  Washirigton  Square,  aod  coHeeled  a  large 
number  ol  stockif,  or  lo^%  (or  Sawing  luttiber,  when  nH  furkhf  *  ivroree- 
diitgs  ttt  Ic^ngth  oeasfd  by  order*  asttie  de oone nt  b« I letee,  o/  dU  Terrf- 
tovmi  authorities.  < 

Witness  says  Thorntoii  wa»  Tery  aetlw  and  preesiog  in  poshing  his 
operations  forward,  and  appeared  to  t>e,  while  wltneee  remaiiUrd  iti  bit 
seiwicey  miJKiotts  and  ambitioiis  to  complete  ttie  Capitol.' 

;  ,  KiCHAKD  SHEFFfiR. 
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jirttsifix.  IT 

Ftersonalljr  appeared  Vefore  me,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  raid 
County,  Samuel  A.  Spencer  of  the  County  aforeiaid,  who  h^mg  duly 
•#omf  'dey#8etb,  and  ^aith : 

That  he  htm  b«en  aeqaainted  with  the  jpet^tionert  Benjaipip  G. . 
Thornton,  ehice  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1627 ,  that  in  the  year  182S» 
deponent,  together  wich  >ieMrs.  Floyd,  McBrj^de,  Adams  and  Ward, 
beeame  seourity  for  the  performance  of  a  contract  entered  into  hy  the 
potitioner  for  baildinf  the  Capitol,  to  a  certain  extant ;  that  peiitionrr, 
as  deponent  understood,  under toolTTo  erect  the  build mg  and  rurnish 
erery  thing  necessary  for  that  purpose,  except  the  brick«  and  that  he^ 
was  as  rtif6m¥i  (kar  the  same  the  •iim  of  Sf^eatesri  thousand  dollars ; 
that  the  petitioner,  soon  after  signing  the  bonds,  proceeded  to  the  ex- 
eoMlion.of  the  work  he  bad  undertlik»n  ;  that  he  hired  a  number  of. 
hands— deponent  thinks,  including  both  Black  and  white,  from  20  to 
2(^-«' portions  of :  them  carpcnirrF,  one  hhil^mkh  aiul  i>trslirV  ;  ho 
tpsstsd  a  blacksmith's  shop,  nnd  htid  al^o  rt  r-tirpt'ntr'r>  e^lim)  on  ths 
sam*  lot,  aad  erocted  a  large  building  for  ^nwing  lumber.  Tbe  dt-iio-^ 
aSBt,  (who  was  at  that  time  engfi^i^d  hy  the  prtUipner  to  abfipi  him  in 
bttikliBg  the  Capitol,)  quarried  n  Inrgp  qiiautMy  orrork  for  mnkrn|r1ime^ 
and  bMit*catted  IkMDtke  quarry,  but  being  rotrtD4>^ited  bT  cirrntn^nn- 
ees  at  that  stage  of  operations  to  ^iihdrEiw  fri^fti  nis  enj;»g;en»oniMt  has 
no  pei^oilal  kuowledpe  that  the  petitioner  burned  »nd  prt^pnred  any 
lims.  D»p4n«itBlso  super inrmd^^d  anri  dirfrlf^i)  the  tnliorfT?  rn|^a^fd 
iBiB«tii«g,.hcwing,  and  hauling  lumber  to  iHe  mill  In  Tnllnhn^sep  ;  a  ' 
soteidorable  quantity  was  eoilectrd,  enniif^h  lo  build  ibf^  $aw-nit)l — ihe 
framOiof  whisb,.aii  welliks  thecHrpetitrrs'  w^irk  shop,  still  rf*nmJn  in 
Ike  place  where  ibey  were  errcteft,  nnd  a  numbi^r  of  bfwn  fogn  or 
stieks— say  200 — capable  of  muking of  planks,  dpilgnfci*  ns  de«. 

Eonent  befieTes,  to  be  sawed  into  materials  for  the  use  of  ihe  Capftol. 
^•pnnent  says  tbat  the  petitioner,  Mr. 'Thornton,  displayed  great  in- 
dustry and  energy  in  the  prosecution  of  the  business ;  he  seemed  tc 
be  resolutely  detei'mined  and  devotedjto  the  completion  of  the  Capitol 
and  the  honorable  fulfilment  of  his  contract,  as  any  man  could  possi* 
bly  be ;  deponent  can  truly  avejr  that  bis  sQuI  appeared  to  be  engagec 
in  and  almost  whoNy  devote  fd  tbb  object ;  it  was  the  subject  contln- 
nally  uppermost  in  his  thoughts,  and  predominant  in  his  cenversatioii. 
To  the  eompletioD  of  the  ^iipitol  he  looked  with  obvious  pfxde  and  trf-  . 
uropb.  Every  tbing  done  or  directed  in  this  matter  was  plainfy  iuten-s 
ded  to  accomplish  that  end  ;  and  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  end,  it 
was  geneMlty  betteved  by  Bfr.  Thornton's  friends,  tbat  the  mill,  the 
limekiUi,  the  horses,  mules,  waf[onBandcarts».purchase4^y.hiiri««  werv 
usefiiri  nieans ;  and  the  deponent  is  under  the  strongest  persuasion  y 
that  Messrs.  BettoQ  <fe  Duval,  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of.thff 
Te^ftbrT,  approved  ihiese  measures  and  sanctioned  them.  Deppni'nt 
reihain^  five  or  six  months,  as  the  superintencU^nt  of  what  may  be 
caNedthe  out'door  business,  and  during  all  that  time,  the  hands,  and 
mches,  and  oxen  were  ail  actively  engaged  at  the  expense  of  the  peti^ 
tioner.  AAer  deponent  left  Mr.  Thornton,  he  occasionally  visited  Tal- 
lahassee, and  found  that  the  zeal  of  the  petitioner  in  the  prosecution  of 
the^jgreat  public  contract  he  had  undertaken,  was  not  in  the  sUghtest 
degree  abated.  The  friends  of  Thornton  believed  that  building  the 
mill  and  other  preparatory  measures,  were,  in  tbetbtn.  circumaUncea^  ; 
of4leca^niry,juaiciour,dit3tated  by  sound  judgment  and  would  serve 
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to  economize  tlie  expenditure^  and  hasten  ihfifiwmfM^n  of  the  C«pf- 

tol. 

Th*^  deponent  further  flays  that  be^  knowp  that  a  Iarg»»  proportiom 
of  i)\e  pay m^nis  made  by  th**  OoiDinissioi^er  to  Mr.  TUorniori,  was  roC 
mn'!«»  rtt  mbuev,  but  iu  groceries  and  other  artlcl'^e  from  hia  i<tbre  ia 
Tallaba8a#*e,  and  as  he  presanoestat  the  retail  prn-ea  of  that  duy. 

SAMUEL  A.  SPENCER. 
Sworn  anrf  aub^r rfbed  to  before 
me,  this  3d  day  orP«*b.  1,841. 

GEO.E,PENNie,J.P; 


Teheitobt  qf.Florid^  i  In  tha  caae  of  tbe  palitioa  trf  Betijaniiii  G. 

,  CouDiy  ol*  Leoiu        J  Thornton* 

personalty  appeared  before -m#   tbi*  day,  David  M.  Shaffield,  .*w)m 
bf  ing  duly  8Wi[>rn«dppo«etl)  and  aaitli :  • 

*]fha^  b«>iBg  on*  day  ia e«6ual  converaaiion  vrith  Turbatt  R.  Betfton* 
£&qM  duripgjthtf  time  he  acted  aa  Co.*nmi$aioBer  of  tlie  Tallahaaara 
Fiiud,  bf,  the  said  CopimiMioner,  remarked  Uiat  tfia  ofBea  had  been  a  i 
matter  of  considerable  oo&v(*Dimice  to  hiru,  for  had  itnei  be«n  for  that  -■ 
be  W0UI4  not  have  bee^  nhW  to  tnake  hia  remittftneea,  implyiDC*  as  ' 
this  deponent  titrn  underatood,  and  dora  y^i  bokeve,  that  i«a  obm  the 
iunda  as  e^chauffe^  or  r^ Dpluanoea.    ./  > 

D^onent further  faith  A^a^  he  haa  pfien  seen  ibe  liana  kiln  boyt  bj 
Mf.  ThorntOD  ;  large  qiUMititiea  of  bine  stone  aod  woad  at  tkekiln  ;-^ 
but  ki)o\f3  very  littSp  about  burning  tlie  iime  ;  reoollc^ta  to  bare  seem 
one  kiln  burnt  -  Peponent  understood  4hai  iheeo  iwere .  nil  prppnra-  * 
li9;i8,for  (iwlding  the  Capitol.  P.  Mi  WEFFIEU). 

Byzorn  tp  before.  iiii»«  th^a  dd  of  F^  b*.  1841.] .  < 
Cgven  under  luy  .hiui(i  and  seaU  t)ie  day       •• 
JMi^  year  btjtore.mentwuied. 
.   ,  E^R.  Clia^N,J.P.  LeonCsuiiiy.         •      .. 


} 


.       .      ,    »,  Rouse  OF  RxPBBsiDifTAriTXs, 

'  '  ,     '     '         ^   ,  *,        .  :     /  .     .     Jauunry^a  iSll*     , 

The  enclosed  petition  Was  rcft^rred  ts  a  Seirct  CofUiniltee,  toomttL* 
ing,  of  MeaAJs,  Du  val^  McKiMuon^  '*^iiJ^W»  Pn*'.sr  a»i<i  Hiwle. 

Attest.  ,     ...    JV^'KS  H.  tilBSOfi, 

•",   .  ;  'i*  .       ;  Clerk  tJoufM;  o<  K«preeont«tire* 

Totbe  Holr(^raVf'thc'CJt^?PT•^rtI*'^nd  mrTnbei's  of  the  Legislative  Couii- 
cil'^f  th*^  Ti^rvr,;rv  or  rio  -dt."  '•"  ;     "    , 

The  pefition  r>\  ^enj^uiin  G.  Thornton*"  rc<;pf  clfuUy  sbeweth — thai 
in  k\w  yeu^  1';',^fi,  hr  cnt^TPff  ir>o  an  eii.'^r :^ri.'j(  r.(  v\i(b  Ihe  Territory  of 
F!ondn;'thrM'f;!i  their  Crirrtiis^i.'iH"  Jolm  V.  Duvalj  forercct^uga  Capi* 
tol.  as  WiH  appeii*  "by '« 'rvj»M  arif'-'le- c:«i'«'l!;<;.  tl  'v  pn.d  between  ssid 
Commissioner  of  ^he*  oic  pnrt.  an'  Jesse  li  V<  ilj%  an  J  'our  petition- 
er o*"  the  cthp;'|*3rl,  by  vhlch  it  wiP  h**  ieon  rh.\t  >fti(t  Willis  was  to 
fiirmj»h  ihv  bri'^lc,  and  yiur  r^'t'tinner  w^>  tu  cor.^ir  ;ct  the  walla  aa^ 
cot»^r  in  the.brilfHnj'. ,  Your  petitior  jr  u'tei  pTiterih;:  i!>\o  sajd  contract, 
imrnedk*ptvTnT)<'fe  his  f  rt^paration^  i»f  '^of-i  fd;th»  wub  a  vieWt  to  its  foK 
filment,  iit  the  shortest  period,  and  iu  the  be^t  manner,.    W^h  tl^sd?ic^ 
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ct  the-  Comtfiissiooof  tirtd  ac^ib:;  under  the  ^xerci^e  of  his  best  judgmenl^ 
b9  erected  a  Saw  Mill  ^or  th«  ciiliinjt  of  h'n  lumber  at  suitable  lengths, 
wl\i:L  was  in  aolive  operatioa  ;  he  constructed  a  lime  kiln,  and  was.  pre- 
,jfp\r^\  with  liniefuT  the  purpose — hud  hauled  his  timber  for  ilie  building 
»— ii- 1  nuwha*  ed  t)jcen,  Mules,  Wagons  and  other  things  reqiiisiie  m 
%iu:k  an  undeitakfD^.  and  had  his  )^orkmen  eti^yi^ed,  and  ready  to  pro- 
lie-  *iih  it.  Your  ptftiiioner  was  employed  for  nearly  two  ye'ara  ao- 
iiveiv,  fiiKl  with  the  grejaced  dtHgeAce,  n^glectio^ hi!  other  business  and 
en:<th?c*in ?ni^,. and  directing  hirn -elf  his  time  and  talents  to  this  a.one. 
Til-'  prt^paraiions  thus  made  from  the  hiyh  price  of  every  thing  iu  this 
coj'iirv.  involved  ^  very  Uealry  jdxpertduorc.  Youi'^Seliiia'ner  is  unable 
9^  lii'ii  ti'fi.^  io  prti^int  an  accumie  i*cccunt,  but  from  loose  4i)^n>omlBda 
iuM.»:vo:>?e-5siuu,  ao  a^afees  it  amount  to  the  sum  of  ^ — >-'  ,  as  will 

^Pjji  ati>vaiiaocoui»tfi«eiih»^rewiib,Jiiid  prayed  to  be  taken  Ha  part  iher'iof/ 
;  Voui  H'.DU'-'.L^'e  Uc'.iy  wilr perceive  that  the  ei action  ot'  tue  biMi*.i;^g 
and  covc^Tiij^  UiP  Ui»4)ii(>i — th^  matenais  hi|ving  bean  ptepared  lor  Uiat 
puipj'Sc,  was  but  a  sli;riu  matter  \u  comparison  -and  might  and  would 
ni'vo  been  »ju:€ompli;,li3d  i:i  a  few  cuatithb,  and  youf  petiiioiier  regarded 
li^e  uaderiakiug  as  uunosi  compieled,  and  .was  looking  with  ir  wuse  aux^ 
iely  ion  leniunition  ot  his  labors  for  the  reward  oi  i>i3  great  exertions. 
Xhe>q  aniicipaiious  were  deKtroyed^totbe^great  distress  of  your  peii- 
tioac  r,  by  the  av  )wai  of  the  ruimuissiooertlmt  the  funds  were  exhausted, 
and  aiierwardi»  by  a  rotu^^al  oi  the  Council'  to  pfogr^f^ih  the  work. 
He  believes  the  fact  to  brr.ih.it  having  erred  in  contracting  for  a  building, 
the  mere  ercctio  i  and  covering  in  of  which  alone  ^va^  to  e  ost  $24,000  ;  a 
butldifig  in  size,iar1^arpassin;T  any  probable  wants  of  the  Territory. orevea 
•r  a  con  ^  iiplsTed  Siitt  — me  Coiu*cil  wertf  aaxioifa  to  be  relle\ed  irooi 
it.  '  S\iii^Wef6  ilf;cordla^fy  coiil.uoiicciJ  by  the  ferriLory  a^aiu.-i  yuur 
petitioner,  aad  hisi  ^t  Uriti^^  in  Etii^ir  boQdi'  which, ui[iet%  long  aiid  p-iio^ 
hbI  »i»sptii?tei  w-Ts iHecnled  in  hi=i  fkvoi.  TUe  cori,?ec|^eace  ot  the^fc  pfo- 
aeeditig?^  wa^moipt  rumou*?  lo  yrmr  reiikoner— gU  the  luuds  he  rfeaeiv*;d 
friirnlhe  CoamHsionfr  were  exlilu  U"d  upon  the  work^his  tar^e  iru- 
tarials  accutpiuin led]  ^t  such  ?a$i  expens^e  Aud  vvith  ii^fiaii^  Uborr  Wtra 
thrown  l^ipon  hia  hanil!!  as  almost  uselc^-^n,  hU  prepiir^itLiui^  in  oiher  re^- 
iectsof  Htjr^es,  Mutes,  ic,  dtc.  were  also  left  upon  biii  hands — his  work- 
mefi  were  K'F>  vvi(!i  ib^ir  Wii^aa  unpaid,  and  were  ekmurous— the  credit 
of  your  peii'ioner  alrrady  .-iraibed  lo  llu*  ytuio^t,  iu  the  euJeavod  to  lal- 
fi< liis  eouTrucfj  was  ilnV  prosiraled  — hia  4:redii.or& aUroaed^prei^ed  la 
Ivefy  diret;t»ou— f*'jmjrtdOciug^Theif  suil%  aiid  hia  entire  pro pefty,  ev^Q 
fci if' tools  were  5L>1  J  under  eiecuiicn*    ,  , 

"'  Your  petitioner  though  sufiVriog  under  tbe  ueightof  these  hardshijpa. 
thus  ppessing upon  him  with  a  severity  unknown loaoy  bi|t  himself, and 
06t  efasiif  eif^n^eived,  has  Overbad  an  abiding  confidepca  in  the  saose  of 
jdstic^  apd  fight  of  his  countrymen,  he  accordiiigiy  made  application  al 
iforious  li(iies  for  relief'.  To  his  apptication  in  183?,  the^  Council  passed 
tf  (a#  apjiointing  arbitrarors  td  deci(fe  the  question  m  will  appear  by 
tbeir  ae)  oi  1834.  Upder  this  hw  James  A.  Berthlot.  aod  Edward 
Chandler,  Esqr^.,  were  selec^ted  as  arbitrators,  but  they  di^iering  m  o^qt 
ion  tiVe  matter  Was  referred  (o  Thomas  P.  Kandolpb,  Esq.  MiMtlliurti 
who  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  your  petitioner  was  entitled  to  the  sum 
of  ^x  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-fiva  dollars.    Al  though;  ynr 

f^etitiooer  regarded  this  sum  as  an  iiiad^i|^«  allowance  for  his  hea?y^ 
osses  and  expenditures,  the  value  of  his  services  fgr  ^o  jqog  a  ^m^  ind 
bis  iniurie^^  since,  still  he  was  disjapsed  to  abide  kr  tha  umpirage,  having 
auboimachld  the  ^fhhrfition  m  good  faith.  By  the  law  however  oi  the 
GouQcily  th«  decision  of  the  arbitratora  waa  much  to  the  disadvantage 
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Irtii  A^frnmnx. 

of  your  petitiooer,  made  again  subject  lo  tk^  a|^ubatioa  ofthe  Aoditct 
who  refused  to  abide  by  the  decisioo  of  the  umpire^  aud  the  matter  te- 
mains  in  this  position. 

Your  petitioner  therefore,  prays  that  your  hoDorable  body  will  pum 
a  law,  either  in  coafir. nation  of  said  award  of  the  said  Ranoolph,  to  bt 

tiaid  him.  with  interest,  or  that  they  will  give  him  such  compeosailtoa 
ur  hit  io8^C'«»  damages  and  injuries,  as  under  the  cireaarstances,  lie  may 
be  reasonably  fooua  eatiildd  to.    And  your  petitioner  wiU  etrer  pra? ,  &e^ 

B.  a.  THORNTON. 

AN  ACT  for  the  raliaf  Bt  Benjamin  G.  Thornton. 

Bbo^  h  Be  it  enacted  ky  the  Cfotfenmr^nd  LegUlativt  Council  bf 
the  TerrUmy  o/*  Florida,  That  Benjamin  Q.  Thornton,  be  altoweA 
out  of  the  Tallahaasee  fund,  the  sum  of  six  thousand  four  hundr#d  an4 
eighty  five  dollars,  tba  amount  of  principal  of  the  award,  of  Thomas  R. 
Ranoolnh,  in  his  favor,  against  the  Tenitory,  and,  likewise,  interest 
thereon,  fr  )m  the  date  thereof,  at  eight  per  cent ;  and  that  tha  same  bt 
paid  to  him  forthwith,  upon  his  cxv^uting  a  release  in  full,  to  the  Terri* 
tory,  of  all  claims  and  demands,  arisiug  from  his  contract  for  the  bnild- 
ing^of  the  CapitoL 

Sec.  S.  Be  U  further  enacted,  That  this  law  shall  be  in  fiill  forao 
firom,  and  imnoediately  after  its  passage. 

This  Bill  pasaad  the  House  in  1839— not  acted  on  in  Senata. 


Know  all  Man  at  THsat  Pebsknts,  'i*hat  we,  Jcaae  H.  WiUia, 
ind  Bt'ujaiain  Chaires,  are  held,  and  dr.nly  bound,  unto  Jodn  P.  Duva^ 
Oommifipjoner,  of  the  City  of  Taliahassf^e,  and  his  succ^aor  in  •£«€« 
m  the  penal  sum  of  six  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  lawful 
kioaey  of  the  Unitea  States  to  the  pay  nmt  of  which  well  and  traW  lA 
be  made  tit  the  said  John  P.  DuthI,  commissioner  as  afoi^aMtat 
Ilia  successor  inotfic^ ;  we  biud  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors  and  adi 
ininiitthitbrs,  jointly,  and  sererally,  firmly,  by  these  presex^a;  aeaM 
with  our  seals  and  dated  this  rourte<*nth  day  of  Mc^,  im  the  year  o2 
tM  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  twenty  eight. 

WnuumMf,  Tlie  said  Jesse  fl.  Willis,  togetb«r  witt  Beaj.  G.  Thorn-* 
tbu,  have  eiitet^  into  a  contract,  bearing  oven  dat^  herewith,  to  erect 
Ihe  walls  and  cover  m  the  Capitol,  reference  thereto  bei^g  hald»  will 
more  rully  appear,  and  the  said  ^Witlls  and  Thornton,  ha^g  aMed 
gisongst  rheifi^)ves,  th^t  ih^*  said  W'illts  is  to  furni^  the  bciick  only  } 
andtue  said  Thornton  is  to  find  all  the  other  materials,  nndex^utii 
Ihe  worfi,  :ig»T*<ibly  to  th«  contract  aforeaaid,  and  estimate  No.  %r 
IliefAm  reletred  to  now,  the  condition  of  th/s  obligation  is  suoh  thatli 
Utm  said  i*»flf  H.  Willis,  shall  corninenee  wuaout  delay,  aud  ftiouslk 
With  all  rcrt*jonab*e  dftnpaitfh.  T.he  ^AJnlity  of  orick  ^eq^;red  for  sai4i 
^pitrtl,  aoflordlu^  to  the  plan  M^opt^d  by  snid  Commissioner,  m  estb 
male  No.  %  th^  ttiis o*'lij5atioh  to  t>r  vvid,  and  of  no  effeetf  oUierwifa 
tm  aiatid^li  Ai^l  iWoe  an4  virtue  in  law; 

JJ^c^^K  Hl,n  ILUS,  V  a. 
HORATla  P.  VASS-  o,       ,         . 

A  tlPti^  eopy Ti'oui  the  original  on  fik  in  my  ofiite. 

W.  a  WELLFOR0,^Ik.*up.  Ct  Ui«  Co. 
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PETITION  or  BBNiAlflN  «.  THORNTONT. 

This  day  appeared  before  the  Special  Committee  to  whom  waa  ?•• 
liSrred  the  claim  of  B.  6.  Thornton,  Jaa.  A.  Berthelot,  Eaq^  who  depo* 
aeUi  and  tath,  that  tJae  claim  of  said  Benjamin  G.  Thornton  havmf 
been,  by  an  act  of  the  Leg islatiTe  Council,  approved  February  17, 1834, 
•uboutted  to  the  decision  of  arhilffiit^ffa,  and  the  said  J.  A.  Berthelot  ha- 
▼ing  been  chosen  by  Mr.  Thornton  one  of  the  arbitrators,  and  Edward 
Chandler  another  on  the  part  of  the  Territory,  they  proceeded  to  in« 
▼estigate  the  claim,  and  make  their  several  reports :  that  deponent,  af- 
ter devoting  much  time  to  the  subject,  upon  rull  and  mature  delibera« 
tion,  awarded  to  Tboirntoa-tha  whole  4imount  of  tho  sf  ntract,  afler  de. 
ducting  the  sunstMiid  km;  which  avanl,  laade  by  deponent,  amounted 
teabont  912,790. 

That  Mr.  Chandler  awarded  him  nothing ;  that  in  consequence  of 
the  disagreement  of  the  arbitrators,  Thomas  P.  Randolph  was  chosen 
umpire,  who  idlowed  and  awarded  to  the  said  Thornton  one  half  of  tba 
above  sum,  to  wit,  the  sam  of  $6485. 

JAMES  A.  BERTHELOT. 

Sworn  before  me. 

£.  R.  GIBSON,  J.  P. 


QviifOT,  Fe%.  10, 1^. 
Dear  Sir :  Yonr  letter  haa  been  doff  recusived,  and  I  ahonU  have 
been  in  Tallahassee  two  weeks  aince,  but  for  indispo«itlom»  and  bad 
.  weather.  In  Sept.  i  was  confined  with  bilious  fev«>r,  and  untU  the 
three  or  four  weeks  past,  have  been  unable  to  walk  to  the  public  part 
of  the  village,  and  now  have  (ever  and  pain  in  the  brad  every  other  day, 
which,  though  it  does  not  confine  mo  aH  the  day,  renders  me  tmic  Ht 
ihe  transaotioo  of  anv  business. 

You  state  in  your  last  letter  that  the  Committee  are  anxioua  t*  hayo 
my  testimony.  I  have  given  it  once  in  a  written  report,  and  twice  be* 
fore  Committees,  who  nave  taken  it  down  ;  perhaps  among  some  of 
the  papei^  it  may  be  found.  If,  however,  my  healtli  and  the  weather 
wiU  permit,  {belbre  the  ad|yonrnneni  of  the  Counoil,)  I  wilt  come  !• 
Tallahassee  and  oh«erfiil(y  state  before  the  Comatmaeall  thai  la4n 
recollect  at  this  distant  period  respecting  tUe  case  at  issue* 

Respectfully  yonw* 

tHOS.  P.  RAltoOLFC 
3.  Q.  Tbobhtoh,  TalUdtaasee.  - 

H 
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MEMORIAL 


UNION  BANK  OF  FLORIDA. 


To  f'*e  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentmHves  of  the  Territory  of 

fFUridaf       ,  , 
•»     The  Memorwl  of  riie^Pre«ideiTr  mti  Direclom  of  the  Uaion 

Bank  of  Florida,  respecifuHy  represents  : 
,     That,T)y  the  unanimous  resolution   oj  tfjei>  stocjiMders,  ^t 
.  their  la^t  annual  nDe,etina*  they  are  i^struct^d  to.,ask  of  the  Leg* 
-litlaliue  C!ounciL  a  repeal,  of  the  34th.  sectiou  of  the  charier -of 

the  Bank,  which  forbids  a  sale  '*at  atiiffcount"  «f  the  bonds  of 
*lh^  Territory,  *up(in  which  the  capital  of  the  Bjm*  ^  founded. 
^     The  motives  which  prompted  the  restriction  may  be  found  ^i 
.the  circumsUnces  under  which  the  charter  was  granted* 
«k    Of  thete  tiroumstances,  tWKi  only  nesd  be  adveried  toheie, 
'  beiaUie  they  were  most  promment  and  influent i\sii. 

1,  Uncertaintv  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the  securrty  which 
'jyfll  fP '^  ,8)^^  ^y  ^^^  stockholders  for  the  protection  of  the 
Territory. '  *  r,i     .  ,  .     . 

2.  A  perrading  disbelief  of  .the  possibility  of  selling  Territo- 
rial Bonds  at  any  reasonable  price. 

The  Territory  was  to  be  secured  by  mortj2:aiB^cs  of  property 
which  had  not  then  been  appraised ;  and  which,  it  was  feared, 
might  be  estimated  at  rates  which  would  not  inderpnify  against 
a  default  ot  the  Bank  to  pay  the  interest  and  pnncipal  of  the 
bonds.     The  result  proved  this  fear  to  be  groundless. 

As  evidence  of  the  disbelief  of  the  possibility  of  selling  the 
Jlfondt^  ixJs-ooJy  necessary  to  recur  to  two  or  three  facta. 
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!•  Th^^very  tardy  subscription  of  the  fir^  milBon  oPArf 
capital  ot  the  Bank,  which  was  not  cotnpieted  for  ei^hteeif 
nrionihsV  and  theii  only  aft^r  a  contract  had  been  made  for 
the  JfJtle  of  the' bonds, 

2.  The  refusal  of  the  stockholders  to  advance  thd  rti«ney, 
necessary  to  defray  the  eyp^ns^Bs  of  the  aa[ent  appointed  to  sell^ 
the  bonds ;  because  of  a  belief  that  the  effort  would  be*  abortive/ 
and  the  money  thrown  away. 

3.  The  uni versa?,  as  well  as  extrava^raTif  joy  expressed 
thmu^out  the  Territory,  at  the' success  of  the  agent,  who  ef» 
fected  the  sale. 

Those  prtvalent  doubts  of  which  the  LegfifntPve  Council 
largely  partook,  account  for  a  restriction  upon  the  saW  of  the 
bonds,  nowhere  to  be  drscovercd  in  the  Louisiana  Bank'charters,, 
from  which  that  of  the  Union  Bank  was  copied,  nor  in  the  sub- 
sequent charters  of  otiier  Banks  in  the  territory,  for  Whose  cap*' 
itals  its  faith  is  pledged. 

Such,  however,  was  the  credit  of  afT  American  stocks',  both 
at  home*  and  abroad,  at  the  time  they  wire  (tfTered  in-  the  N^^ 
York  market,  that  the  restriction  m  the  charter  inf ^rposed  no 
obstacle  to  the  saJeof  the  Ttei-ritoriaJ  Bonds.  The  bank,  there-' 
fore,  went  into  suucessful  operation ;  and  so  continued  until  the 
universaf  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  1837. 

Tn  the  ensuing  year,  the  Capital  of  the  Bank  Was  fillcJ  up 
by  the  subscription  of  two  millions  of  dolIar<j ;  and  bonds 
of  the  Territory,  of  corresponding  amount,  were  received  by 
it',  to  be  sold'. 

Of  these,  the  agent  of  the  Bank  soTd  1296  bonds,  of  one 
thousand  dollars  each,  at  prices  which  netted  to  the  Baiik  a 
premium.  But  the  sale  of  the  remaming  704  bonds  was  ar- 
rested by  the  aprehension  .of  hostilities  between  the  United 
Stafw  and  Great  Britam,  on  account  of  the  disputed  North- 
•artem  boundary. 

Tbfe  same  caasei  arrested  the  sale  of  all  American  Stocks  in 
Europe ;  and  before  the  tear  of  foreign  hostililics  had  ^.ubsided, 
the  disastrous'  progress  of  the  Indian  war  within  t\\e  Ter- 
riory.  combined  with  a  renewed*  suspension  of  specie  pay- ' 
menfs  by  aH  the  Banks  south  of  the  Hudson,  rendered  abor* 
tiveevery  effort' to  sell  the  remainq^  Territorial  bonds.  It  is 
ne^ess  to  add,  that  still  greater  difficulties  were  superadded, 
by  the  action  of  the  fast  House  of  Representatives. 

Btit  the*  time  has  arrived  when  a  sale  of  the  remainini?  704" 
bondvia  imperiously  demands  by  the  best  mterests  of  the  Terr  •  ' 


he  eountry  te  laBofihij  ondef  gretit  and  complicated  pecu- 
•itiy  embarrassmenu ;  the  causes  whereof  being  nbisunder- 
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«toodt  haTe  oqcaaloped  reioedies  to  be  proposed,  which  are  oor 
iuited  to  the  object^  and  must  aggravate  the  eviL 

The  public  miad  ha«  been  impressed  with  a  belief  that  the 
existing  evils  are  all  attributable  to  the  Banks;  who,  by  an  iai«^ 
prudent  exteosiou  of  discpuuts  have  made^  over  issues  of  BaajL 
paper.     Hence;  every  remedy  proposed  li^9  for  its  ebject,  ta. 
compel  the  BBnks  to  reduce  their  circulation. 

The  evils  complained  of  are 

1.  Extravagant  rates  dmand^d  for  northern  eipchanee. 

2.  An  alledged  depreciation  in  the  value  pf  our  Bank  cur- 
rency. 

9.'  /^nd  at  same  time  an  acknowledged  and  distressing  scar- 
city of  that  very  I'.urreqcy. 

This  last  admitted  fact  sheuld  induce  a  dQubt,whether  the  pub- 
lic mind  has  not  mistaken  the  true  causeof  our  ernbarrasament&. 
And  that  doubt  must  be  slreagibened,  by  two  other  undeniable 
facts,  to  wit :  That  the  Bank  circulation  of  the  Territory  ia 
less,  by  one  half,  than  it  w^s,  before  the  suspension  of  speoie 
payments :  and  that  the  circulation  of  this  Bank  is  much  lesa 
in  amount  than  will  be  due  and  payable  to  it,  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  for  interest  alone  upon  its  discounts* 

Surely  these  facts  ought  to  disabuse  the  public  mind. 

The  true  cause  •f  the  high  rate  of  Northern  exchange,  U 
the  norihen  indebtedness  sfthe  Territory;  an  indebtedness 
exceeding  the  value  of  her  exports.  And  if,  b^  curtailtoeots» 
the  Bank  could  have  withdrawn  every  dollar  of  its  notes  from 
circulation,  the  measure  wouTd  neitlier  have  paid  one  dollar  of 
northern  debt ;  nor  have  reduced  the  rate  of  northern  exchange 
one  per  cent. ;  although  it  would  have  ruined  many«and  have 
added  to  the  embarrassments  of  the  coiu^try,  by  depriving  it 
of  its  chief  currency. 

The  obnoxious  remedy  for  the  derangement  of  intand  ex- 
chaiges,  as  well  as  for  most  of  the  other  evils  endured  by  o^  , 
community^  is  the   payment  of  the  northern  debt.     And  the 
obvious  means  of  paying  a  large  amount  of  it,  is  a. sale  of- 
the  704  Territorial  bonck,  held  by  the  Bank.     Without  such 
sale,  the  Bank  and  the  community  must  continue  to  sufl^. 

The  only  other  remedy  to  which  the  Bank^an  have  rpcoMrse. 
is  the  curtailment  of  its  discounts  ;  a  remedy  which  it  has  at* 
ready  applied  to  the  extent  of  its  ppwer,  unaided  by  the  coer- 
cion of  the  courts  of  law.  To  that  coercion  it  may.  be  driven. 
The  credit  of  the  Territory  must  be  sustaioed,  by  the  punctual 
payment  of  the  interest,  of  the  Territorial  bonds.  The  Bunk 
must  comply  with  its  engagements,  no  matter  at  what  cost*  • 
And  if  the  means  of  sustaining  that  credit,  and  of  meeting  theae 
engagements  are  to  be  supplied  by  curtailmen];s,  through  the  iih 
slrumentality  of  judgments  at  law,  and  the  enforcement  of  eti^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


jufpsspu;.  Ixiii ' 

cutJ09»»  it  needf  no  spirit  of  propiiecy  to  foriet^II  the  ruin  ot 
individuals,  and  the  postration  oi  every  interest  in  ou(  commu' 

The8«  (M^nsequences  can  be  averted  only  by  giving  to  the. 
Bank  the  use  of  tbat^rtipnof  its  Capital  whidh  now  lies  dor-.- 
mant  in  the  704  unsold  bonds  of  the  Territory ;  and  Tvhich 
will  continue  dorn»ant  unless  the  restriction  ia  the  d4th  sectioa 
f>i  the  charter  shall  be  removed. 

A  sale  of  ^hose  bonds  at  the  gres^test  probable  discount  can* 
nat  involve  the  Territory  in  any  loss ;  because  the  present  sur- 
plus  proiit  of  the  Bank,  exceeds  any  possible  loss  upon  the  isale. . 
Tke  capital  of  the  Bank,  therefore,  will  remain  unimpaired; 
and  constitute  of  itself,  a  complete  protection  to  the  Territory  ; 
.while  she  has  the  further  security  of  property,  yfotthjive  mill- . 
ions  of  ^kJlars,  mprtgaged,for//t;«e  millions :pnly     No  raiioaai 
man,  then,  oan  believe,  that  by  the  repeal  <4  the  34th  seotioa  ot . 
the  charter,  the  Territory  will  hazard  any  tbin^».  : 

t  Whatever  loss  may  attend .  the  sale  iit  a  discount,  will  .faH  ^ 
upon  tha  stockholders  of  the  Bank  ;  t^  whom  and  their  agents, 
the  directors,  the  right  toseU  at  a  discount,  may  be  safely  con- 
fidedy  aiace  motives  of  private  interest,  as  well  as  of  public  duty., 
will  ptrtv€ot  any  improper  and  unnecessary  sacrifice,  t 

The  immediate  efiect  of  a  sale  of  the  bonds  wonid  be  the  « 
payment  of  ae  nnich  of  the  Nortbent  debt  ef  the  Terntory. 
and  a  corfespooding  reduction  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Bankr 
•6  that  with' the  aid  of  another  crop,  the  community  would  ba 
reKewed  from  all  the  evils  atteadant  upon  a  high  rate.of  ex^- 
chani^e^  and  upon  a  deprecutted  currency,  whether  that  depre-  < 
eiation  be  real  or  imagiaary ;  and  without  having  caased  the 
ruin  of  an  iiNlividaal ;  and  ef^ea  without  any  severe  pressuie 
apon  its  debtors,  the  Bank  would  be  enabled  to  resume  specie  , 
payments.  i   . 

ISurely  such  considerations  ought  to  commend  the  measure  to  . 
4ie  favorable  regard  of  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

In  public  clamities,  resulting  from  war;  from  revulsioms  in 
oommerce ;  and  from  unfruitful  seasons,  governments  h9ve  m- 
terposed  for  the  protection  or  relief  of  their  people. '  The  gov- 
•rmnenl'  of  Great  Britain,  much  less  popular  in  its  form  than  ' 
that  of  republican  America,  has  bee^  known  to  aid  its  merchants 
under  serious  pecuniary  difficulties,  by  loans  from  the  National 
Treasury';  arid  we  have  recently  seen  the  Governoi  of  an  ad- 
joming  Stale,  recommend  to  the  Legislature  to  tend  to  their  pe^ 
pie,  m^niimsc^  dollars  of  St^te  bonds,  to  assist. them  in  paying 
the  curtailments  required  to  enable  their  banks  to  resm^  specie 
payments. 

Gieat  public  calamities,  resulting  from  a  savage  war,  from  rt- 
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In  this  state  of  things  the  Committee  are  of  opinioQ  the  Com* 
missioner  acted  properly  in  en^^agins^  some  other  individual  to 
fulfil  JMr.  Ledwith's  contract.  It  w&s  i^ecessaiy  that  some  steps 
should  be  taken  by  the  Jommissioner  to  prevent  along  delayin 
the  progress  of  the  building.  The  mason  could  not  be  stopped 
in  his  work  until  a  court  of  justice  should  decide  by  whom  the 
contract  had  been  violated.  The  Committee  are  of  opinioo 
that  Mr.  Ledwiith  sKould  have  proceeded  to  get  the  lintels  and 
window  frames  as  the  first  part  of  the  work  5  he  had  exprensly 
engaged  to  furnish  these  sq  as  noj^  to  delay  the  mason.  Th« 
building  could  not  have  progressed  without  them.  They  do  nol 
think  it  was  proper  for  him  to  jOEet  materials  for  other  ^rts  of 
the  building,  for  instance  for  the  second  and  third  stories  and 
roof,  and  to  exact  pay  for  these,  neglecting  the  basement  and 
parts  below.  If  so,  then  ply  Tof  the  wood  work  of  the  whol« 
Duilding  might  be  demanded  and  obtained  before  the  building 
eoijld  ^  raised  beyond  the  foundation* 

Th^y  undernand  the  true  constrtiction  and  int#nt  of  the  coo- 
tract  to  be  that  "*  Mr.  Ledwith  was  to  furnish  the  matermls  %p6- 
ctfied  in  the  agreeoieot  as  tbey  nright  be  neeidtfd  by  the  maaofr 
in  tlie  programs  of  hit  work.** 

They  do  not  uBderstand  the  materials  meflHooed  in  the  cod- 
tract  to  mean  raw  materiala,  sueh  as  plank,  but  materials  Jb  f&r 
M$e  in  carrying  en  the  building.  The  ^damages  sustamed  b^ 
Mr.  Ledwith,  if  any,  are  then  chargeable  to  himself,  as  beittg 
produced  by  hia  own  acts.  The  Committee,  however,  anxiovlfc 
•to  do  jnstioe  to  the  petitioner,  have  endeavored  to  cemMer  the 
subject  liberally,  without  reference  to  the  legal  rights  of  the 
parties.  >  If  in  any  spirit  of  equity,  the  petitioner  has  sustained 
a  bona  fide  damage,  although  caused  by  his  own  misooastnie* 
tion  of  the  coatracti  tfaey  are  willing  to  allow  him  a  remuner- 
ation. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Ledwhh  had  purchased  a  large  quantity 
of  lumber,  for  which  the  coVnmissioner  was  unable  to  pay  him. 
This  inability  on  the  part  of  the  commissionijr  was  construed 
ty  If r.  I^dwith  into  a  violation  of  the  contract.  Supposing 
the  contract  violated  he  refused  to  proceed  tind  furnish  the  win- 
dow frames,  &c.  when  called  for  by  the  mfison. 

The  commissioner  therefore  engaged  another  to  furnish  the 
materia  Is,  Mn  Ledwith  is  tefi  with  this  large  quantity  of  lumber 
on  han^l  which  he  alledges  he  was  compelled  to  sell  at  a  sacrifioe. 
Th*!?  sacrifice  or  loss  amounting  as  near  as  the  f'ommiltee  caa 
asreruin  to  abont  8379,  they  are  of  opinion  should  be  allowed 
him.  Also  S60  for  nhop  rent.  It  appears  that  the  petitioner 
h^!*  paJil  Messrs.  Tliomps'^n  tfe  Ha  erne  r  $200  for  legal  adWca. 
This  item  the  commaiee  are  of  opmion  should  also  be  allowed/ 
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APnNDiaL  lxTi| 

Beyond  these  three  items  the  committee  cannot  tee  whereia 
«iiy  bona  fide  loss  bfis  been  sustained. 

GAB'L.  PRIEST,  Ghainnaik 


Be  ii  resohedby  the  O&oemor  and LegislaHw  Council,  That 
Michael  Liedwith  be  allowed  out  of  tbe  Tallahassee  Fiind  ihe 
eum  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars,  to  he  paid  after  Mr, 
Lodwith  has  executed  a  release  in  full  to  the  Terniory  of  all 
claims  and  demand:^,  arising  from  his  contract  with  the  cotn- 
fnissioner  to  perform  certain  work  on  the  Capitol;  provided, 
however  that  the  commissioner  shall  not  be  required  to  pa]f 
this  claim  whilst  it  will  in  any  way  interfere  with  ibe  progr«^ 
«r  corapleiioB  of  the  CapitoL 


ARTICLES  OP  AGREBMINT 

Between  MtcwkMi*  L|BP?rn%  of  ToMahasiee,  Florida,  of  the  owe 
sore,  and  C.  G.  Ehoush,  Commissioner  of  the  city  of  TaUa* 
haesee^  in  behalf  of  the  Territory  of  Florida^  {pursuant  to  an 
act  of  the  Leff^laiive  Council  enMled**  An  fict  to  provuU  for  * 
^uilkinfT  a  CapitoU  and  for  other  p%rpo9es^  appro^d  March 
ith,  1889,)  of  the  other  part. 

Tbe  said  Ledwith^  for  the  eoosideration  hereinafter  i;nfiQ« 
tioned^doth  hereby  for  hiioself,  bis  heirs,  executors  e^d  admi^ 
tstirators,  covenant,  contract  and  agree  to  and  with  the  ^^ 
eommisaiooer  and  bis  successors  tii  office,  to  farnif  b  tbe  qMU«* 
rials  and  execute  the  work  on  the  Capitol  of  tbe  Territory,  nifui* 
tionedin  tbe  following  epecificatioos,  and  emreeeblv  to  tbe  ao- 
^oompanying  plans  and  elevations,  which  plans  aa4  eiei^atioM 
are  hereby  agreed  opon  ae  conetitoti«g  pa)rt  of  the  ff^m^i  W- 
aioles. 

AU  the  lintelf,  window  franei,  aad  «ili  fir  tbe  MHlMfb  <9r 
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IxVlli  APJrtSKDIX. 

twenty-six  windows  in  tho  basement  story,  each  of  slxteea 
lights  or  twelve  by  eighteen  inch  ^lass,  and  for  fifty-four  win- 
dows in  the  other  story,  each  of  twenty-four  'i^hts  of  twelve  by 
twenty  inch  glass.  All  the  windo\^s  to  be  double  hun<;  with 
weights  and  puilies.  Th)  outside  hanging  stilbs  of  the  frames 
to  be  S9t  tour  inches  back  from  the  face  of  the  wall,  to  shew  a 
face  of  three  inches,  and  to  be  one  and  five  eighths  of  an  inch 
thick.  The  bottom  rails  of  the  sash  to  be  four  inches  wide; 
the  top  rails  and  the  stiles  to  be  each  two  and  a  half  inches 
wide  ;  the  meeting  rails  to  be  one  and  three  eighths  of  an  inch 
widp  ;  the  muntens  to  be  doweled  ;  the  sash  to  be  one  and  five 
eighths  of  an  ince  thick.  The  window  frames  and  sash  to  be 
olheart  timber,  and  the  lintels  of  heart  yellow  pine. 

The  floors  of  the  two  upper  stories  and  of  the  porticos — the 
boards  to  be  yellow  heart  pine,  free  from  knots,  one  and  a 
quarter  inch  thick,  about  five  and  a  htilf  inches  wide,  and  to  be 
secret  nailed  to  rest,  (except  the  two  large  passages  in  the  mid- 
41e  of  the  building,)  on  j'iists  three  inches  thick,  twelve  inches 
deep,  and  sixteen  inches  from  centre  to  centre.  The  joists  in 
the  two  middle  passages  to  be  three  inches  thick,  fourteen  inches 
deep,  and  sixteen  inches  from  centre  to  centre,  and  to  be 
strengthened  by  thre<3  rows  of  bridging.  The  joists  to  be  of 
yellow  pine,  to  shew  heart  on  two  sides  and  two  edges,  their 
whole  length ;  to  be  of  uniform  depth,  and  to  have  their  under 
edges  on  a  level. 

The  entire  entablature  and  pediments  of  the  porticos  to  be  of 
wood,  and  to  be  Constructed  with  a  good  and  sufficient  frame 
to  sustain  the  roofs  of  the  porticos. 

All  the  projectm^  cornice  of  the  body  of  the  building*  which 
must  run  entirely  around  the  building,  and  be  continued  up  the 
gables  to  lay  pediments.  This  cornioe  to  be  of  w«od»  aud  to 
contaTn  theeave-gutlers. 

The  wall  p!ates  fo  he  of  the  width  of  the  top  of  the  wall,  ta  be 
three  inches  tiirck,  and  to  be  of  heart  yellow  pine. 

The  entire  roof  of  the  building  and  porticos,  both  frame  and 
coverrng.    The  framingto  be  principal,  with  two  queen  posts, 
strongly  trussed.     The  principal  rafters  not  to  exceed  ten  feet 
from  centre  to  eentre-^the  common  rafters  two  feet*    The  gir- 
ders to  be  strengthened  by  three  rows  of  timber  crosswise.  The 
timbers  for  the  frame   to'be  heart  yellow  pine.     The  covering 
of  the  roof  to  be  slate,  and  the  valleys  and  the  gutters  behind  the 
'chimneys  to  be  lined  with  lead  or  copper,  of  suflicient  width  to 
'  prevent  leakage.   ^The  covering  to  be  of  copper  seveo   inches 
wide,  to  be  constructed  in  the  cornice.    Eight  conductors  of 
copper,  each  four  inches  in  diameter. 
The  said  Ledwith  doth  hereby  bind  himself^  his  heirs,  execu- 
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tors,  and  administrators,  faithfully  to  execute  the  work  Hbove 
specified,  and  in. accordance  with  the  accompanying  plans  and 
elevations,  in  a  neat,  substantial,  and  the  best  workmanlike  man- 
ner, with  materials  of  the  best  quality,  and  to  have  the  window 
frames,  lintels,  and  timbers  for  the  flt)or  ready  by  such  time  as 
to  prevent  any  rx!caslon  fur  delay  in  theexecutionof  the  mason- 
ry, and  to  have  the  whole  work  completed  by  the  fifteenth  day 
of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty. 

And  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  the  said  commissioner 
doth  hereby  bind  himself  and  nis  successors  in  office,  to  pay  to 
the  said  Ledwith,  his  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  th« 
sum  of  thirteen  iboQsand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  sereo  dollars, 
to  be  paid  as  fellows :  The  value  of  the  materials  to  be  advanced 
as  they  are  delivered  on  the  ground,  the  residue  upon  th#  cooi- 
pletion  of  the  work. 

And  the  said  Ledwith  doth  further  agree  that  he  will  execute 
mny  change  which  may  be  made  in  plan  of  said  building,  by  said 
commissioner,  a  reasonable  allowance  being,  nuide,  whether  of 
increase  or  diminution  of  price,  according  as  such  change  quay 
occasion,  increase  or  diminutioa  of  labor  or  materials  for  its 
execntion* 

It  is  further  the  understanding  and  agreement,  of  the  parties, 
that  the  paymcRts  for  materials  delivered,  are  fiot  to  be  in  lesi 
amounts  than  three  hundred  dollars. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parlies  to  this  a«Treement  have' 
hereto  set  their  hands,  and  affixed  their  seals  at  Taflahas- 
see,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-nine. 

MICHAEL  LEDWITH.  > 
C.  6.  ENGLISH.  * 

In  presence  of  Ghas.  C.  HaH. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


hx  AFPCNDIX. 

THE  

EEPORT 

OF  THE 

JPRtSlDENt  AND  DIRECTORS 

f 

OF  THE 

Union  bank  op  ii^lorida, 

Ito  their  SioMoUers  Attembled  in  Annual  Meetings 


Sinct  the  last  meeting  of  the  Stockholders,  the  President 
tad  Dir^tors  have  had  to  perform  a  tasli  alike  delicate  and 
(Uificolt. 

The  Stockholders  had  scarcely  adjourned,  Hrhen  a  scmtir^ 
into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  was  instituted,  by  a  Committee  ojf 
jthe  House  of  Representatives,  not  only  without  the  concurrence,, 
but  after  dectiniiig  the  co-operation  of  the  Senate. 
,,  In  prescribing  the  manner  of  conducting  such  a  sctiitiny,  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  provides  in  section  18. 

^*  That  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  keep  one  or  more  books, 
m  which  shall  be  entered  their  rules,  regulations,  ordinances, 
•il4  preoevdiags ;  which  book  shall  at  all  times,  be  open  for  the 
inspection  of  any  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  by  the 
Legislatuie;  and  such  committee  shall  have  access  to  all  books 
containing  the  general  accounu  of  -the  Bank,  so  as  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  cash  on  hand— *>the  amount  of  notes  in  cirt*ula* 
tion— the  balance  due  to  and  from  other  banks,  the  amount  oi 
deposits— the  amount  of  bills,  notes,  or  bonds  discounte<l,  and 
all  the  other  affairs  of  the  said  bnnk,  so  as  to  know  its  true 
situation,  and  to  be  enabled  to  make  a  true  report  thereof  to  the 
Leorislature.  Provided,  That  said  rommittee  shall  not  have  a 
righ.  to  examine  the  individual  accounts  of  the  customers  of 
the  bank." 

Tour  Board  believed  that  a  committee  authorised  to  examine 
into  the  ccmdition  of  the  Bank,  should  have  been  appointed  by 
both  branches  of  the  Legislative  Council,  since  neither  house, 
singly,  coui^titutes  the  *'  Les^Ulaiure  ''  But  having  nothing  to 
conreal,  which  ihe  Board  had  a  right  to  disclose  ;  and  courting, 
rather  than  avt/idiag  scrutiny,  all  the  enquiries  of  the  committee 
were  met  with  sOacrity  and  willingness,  except  soch^as  related 
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to  the  «*  private  accounts  of  the  customers  of  the  bank,'*  which 
the  charter  had  forbid  them  to  publish. 

In  the  progress  of  the  investigation,  there  was  manifested,  as 
the  subsequent  report  of  the  con(imittee  clearly  demonstrated,  a 
decided  hostility  to  tlie  Bank,  and  a  predetermination  to  cou- 
dem  it. 

The  most  innocent,  nay  the  most  commendable  transactions 
of  the  bank,  with  its  stockholders  and  others,  were  construed 
into  mismanagement,  favoritism,  or  fraud  ;  and  while  the  report 
wound  up  with  an  equivocal  acquital  of  intentional  wrong  on 
the  part  of  the  Directors,  its  whole  tenor,  contradicting  its  con- 
clusion, was  (Calculated  to  leave  on  the  public  mind,  the  most  litt^ 
favorable  impressions  with  regard  to  their  integrity,  as  well,  as 
their  capacity.  Such  constructions  were  put  upon  the  legal 
effect  of  the  charter,  as  to  bring  in  question,  not  only  the  con- 
duct of  the  directors,  but  the  existence  of  the  bank  itself,  and 
the  faith  of  the  Territory. 

The  Board  ot  Directors  felt  it  to  be  an  imperative  duty  to 
correct  the  mistalements,  and  meet  the  arguments  of  the  two 
committees  of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and  did  so,  in  a 
reply,  the  appearance  of  which  was  long  delayed,  by  the  state 
of  the  press,  inrusted  with  its  publication. 

In  the  interim^  as  was  foreseen'by  the  directors,  and  must 
have   been   anticipated   by  the  authors  of  the  two  injurious  re- 

B)rt8,  the  credit,  and  charter,  as  well  of  the  Territory,  as  of  the 
ank,  suffered  materially  at  home  and  abroad;  extingui<>hing 
for  the  present,  all  hope  of  effecting  a  sale  of  the  $704,000  of 
Territorial  bonds  which  had  been  led  in  London. 

Had  the  conduct  of  the  directors  even  merited  their  unjust 
censures,  it  would  not  have  justified  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives in  a  course  productive  of  great,  public  and  private  inju- 
ryf  without  the  alleviation  of  one  public  good. 

As  a  Florida  instimiion,  in  whose  failure,  or  success,  are  in- 
volved the  fortunes  of  a  large  number  of  her  citizens,  the  bank 
ought  to  have  received  help,  and  not  harm^  frpm  the  Represen- 
tatives of  the  people. 

In  its  inception, and  during  various  stages  of  its  being,  the  bank 
bad  received  the  sanction  of  seven  successive  Legislative  Coun- 
cils, as  well  as  of  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country.  This 
considtration  alone,  should  have  restrained  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives from  denouncing  the  legality  of  the  acts  of  their 
predecessors. 

The  confidence  of  the  Stockholders,  who  bad  mortgaged 
their  estates ;  of  the  strangers  abroadi  who  bad  supplied  its  cap- 
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pitad;  and  of  the  people  of  Florida,  who  had  given  credit  to  hf 
paper,  was  based  upon  a  reliance  on  the  juslice,  good  faitbi 
and  sound  policy  of  the  Territorial  Government.  All  those 
principles  were  violated  by  the  House  of  Repreaentatives,  in  its 
extreme  anxiety  to  destroy  the  banks. 

The  Territory  was  suffering  in  consequence  of  a  supposed 
4epreciation  tf  its  currency;  the  depreciation  wa^  attributed 
to  a  redundant  bank  circulation  ;  the  odium  naturally  fell  upon 
the  banks,  and  it  was  thought  that  their  destruction,  would  prove 
a  popular  remedy. 

If  a  redundant  circulation  had  been  the  cause  of  the  evil,  the 
remedy  would  have  been  obvious,  and  easy.  The  cure  woald 
have  been  certainly  and  speedily  effeoted  by  a  curtailment  of 
discounts. 

The  true  cause  of  the  evil,  however,  is  the  foreign  indebted- 
ness of  the  Territory  ;  an  indebtedness  which,  in  amount,  has 
greatly  exceeded  the  value  of  the  exports  of  the  country  :  in 
~  other  words,  an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade.  In  the  creation  ot 
this  indebtedness,  the  banks  have  had  no  agency.  It  has  been  the 
act  of  the  merchants  and  planters  of  the  Territory.  And  if  by 
curtailments,  the  bank  could  have  withdrawn  from  ciculation, 
every  dollar  of  its  notes,  the  measure  would  have  neither  paid 
one  dollar W  northern  <leot ;  nor  have  reduced  the  rate  of  nor- 
thern exchange,  one  per  centum  ;  although  it  would  have  ruined 
many  individuals,  and  would  have  greatly  added  to  the  embar- 
rassn^ents  of  the  Territory  by  depriving  it  of  a  currency,which, 
at  home,  at  least,  subserves  alt  the  pur))oses  of  specie ;  and  is 
only  snid  to  be  **  depreciated,"  because  it  will  not  pay  a  debt  in 
New  York. 

So  far  from  being  redundant,  the  amount  of  the  bank  circala- 
tion  of  the  Territory,  is  less,  by  one  half,  than  it  was,  prior  to 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  And  so  far  as  this  bank  is 
concerned,  the  circulation  will  continue  to  be  reduced. 

In  this  country,  no  institution  can  long  oppose  public  opinion, 
however  mistaken  that  opinion  may  be.  This  bank  has  yielded 
to  the  current  of  prejudice,  and  throughout  the  past  yeafi  has 
persisted  in  a  rigid  curtailment  of  discounts.  During  that  time, 
It  is  not  recollected  that  new  discounts  to  the  extent  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  have  been  granted.  It  is  presumed  that  the  sam 
course  will  be  pursued  by  our  successors,  until  the  whole  circa- 
lation  of  the  bank  shall  h^ve  been  withdrawn.  And  tken^  when 
no  cemand  can  be  made  upon  it,  the  bank  may  make  the  enapty 
boast  of  *<  being  ready  to  pay  specie/'  Then,  too,  the  people 
will  see,  that  in  grasping  at  a  shadoWf  they  hava  lost  the  mfr* 
ttanee. 
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The  evil  under  which  the  country  suffers,  admits  of  bat  two 
remedies — TIME,  or  credit. 

Time^  for  tha  production,  and  sale,  of  future  crops  ;  which» 
aided  by  strict  economy,  will  pay  our  foreign  debt. 

Credit^  which  would  enable  us  to  anticipate  the  benefits  of 
those  crops. 

If  the  last  House  of  Representatives  had  been  as  anxious  for 
the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  as  for  the  destruction  of  the 
bank,  their  true  policy  was  obvious. 

The  b:uik  owns,  as  has  been  stated,  seven  hundred  and  four 
thousand  dollars  of  the  bonds  of  the  Territory,  forming  so  much 
of  its  capital.  'The  sale  of  those  bonds  would  produce  a  two 
fold  eflfect,  in  facilitating  a  resumption  of  specie  payments. 

1st.  The  payment  of  so  much  of  the  Northern  debt  of  the 
bank  of  the  Territory. 

2d.  The  reduction  of  the  circulation  of  the  bank  by  a  sale 
of  the  northern  exchange,  which  the  price  of  the  bonds  would 
place  in  its  possession. 

Those  results  would  have  obviated  the  necessity  of  measures 
which  must  press  onerouslv  upon  all,  and  ruinously  upon  many. 
But  intent  upon  a  more  favorite  object,  the  last  House  of  Re|)- 
resentatives  declared  the  bonds  void'j  the  bank  6a/t^rtfp/;  and  the 
Territory  faithless. 

The  hope  is  indulged,  that  the  present  Legislative  Council 
will  be  actuated  by  a  better  feeling  ;  and  that  its  measures  will 
be  conservative,  rather  than  destructive. 

By  a  harmonious  co-operation  of  the  Legislature,  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  bank,  the  evil,  now  existing,  may  be  removed  with- 
out gnat  injury  to  the  country. 

The  sale  of  the  Territorial  bonds  will  enable  the  baok  to  re- 
sume specie  payments. 

It  is  true  that  their  value  has  been  reduced  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  asl  Hon<se  o'  Rppreseniaiive-j.  But  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  present  Legislature  to  do  much  for  the  restoration 
of  the  credit,  and  character  of  Florida.  Let  her  no  longer  oc- 
cupy that  "  bad  eminence"  of  furnishing  the  onl\  Government 
in  the  civilized  world,  which  denies  the  obligation  of  its  con- 
tracts. 

Confidence  in  the  faith  of  the  Territory  may  be  restored  by 
more  prudent  counsels ;  but  it  is  futile  to  expect  that  the  Terri- 
torial bonds  can  be  sold  for  more  than  the  bonds  of  older  and 
richer  States,  whose  Legi^atures  have  ever  manifested  a  deter- 
mination to  sustain  their  honor  and  credit. 

The  bonds  of  all  the  States  are  now  selling  for  less  than  pan 
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Thereforef  while  the  restriction  in  the  charter  of  the  Unum 
Bank  remains,  no  sale,  cau  l»e  made  of  the  Florida  bonds. 

The  bank  has  been  discounting;  for  three  years  upon  thatpor^ 
tion  of  its  capital,  which  was  exp«|cted  to  be  obtained  by  the 
sale  of  these  bonds,  and  the  interest  from  this  fund  during  that 
time,  has  exceeded  25  per  cent,  f o  that  a  sale  of  the  bonds  at 
75  percent,  would  still  leave  the  bank  without  loss  on  them. 

The  terms  of  the  sale  may,  therefore,  be  safely  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Directors,  whose  personal  interest^  as  well  as 
public  duty,  will  forbid  any  unnecessary  sacrifice. 

The  right  to  sell  at  a  discount,  will  not  necessarily  cause  soch 
sale,  or  discount,  to  be  made.  The  bonds  may  be  hypothecated 
as  collateral  security  for  the  payment  ol  the  Bank  bonds^  to 
which  reference  will  presently  be  mid**;  and  before  the  maturity 
of  the  bank  bonds,  the  credit  of  the  Territory  may  be  complete* 
]y  restored,  and  a  sale  of  them  be  effected  at  pir^  or  at  a  pre- 
mium. 

While  the  restriction  continues,  it  is  obvious,  that  they  can- 
not be  hypothecated  with  the  same  advantage  to  the  bank,  or  to 
the  Territory. 

A  repeat  of  the  restriction  in  the  34th  section  of  the  charts 
will  do  more  for  the  restoration  of  specie  payments^  than  every 
other  act  of  legislation  to  which  resort  can  be  had. 

Under  the  complicated  difficulties  of  their  situation,  your 
Directors  have  done  all  that  was  in  their  power ;  and  have  tried 
to  effect  more  than  circumstances  at  home  and  abroad,  have  en- 
abled them  to  accomplish. 

They  have  paid  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  two  hno- 
dred  ^nd  thirty-seven  thousand  dollars,  in  part  of  the  debt  which 
bad  been  contracted  for  the  purpose  of  paying  protested  checks 
of  this  bank,  unadvisedly  drawn,  before  the  return  home  of  the 
President,  or  the  provision  of  adequate  funds  to  meet  them. 

This  payment,  with  the  purchase  of  cotton,  and  advances  up- 
on it,  in  order  to  provide  the  interest  upon  the  T*^rritorial  bonds, 
necessarily  caused  a  great  increase  of  the  circulation  of  the 
bank;  so  that  between  the  20th  November,  1839,  and  the  18th 
of  March,  1840,  the  circulation  of  the  bank  had  been  augment- 
ed from  $293,000,  to  $653,000,  making  an  increase  of  $360,- 
000. 

To  reduce  this  circulation,  the  bank  has,  throughout  the 
whole  year,  persevered  in  a  curUiSment  of  its  d'scounts :  and 
the  rate  of  curtailment  would  have  been  greater,  if  there  had 
existed  a  hope  that  further  exaction  could  be  complied  with* 
Bqt  with  a  crop  of  cotton,  less,  by  one  half,  than  that  of  1839, 
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no  increase  of  the  rate  of  curtailment  can  be  effected^nlil  aqo- 
tfaer  crop  shall  Have  been  brought  to  the  aid  of  tbe  coiintrjib^ 
This  is  demonstrated  by  the  araouot  of  notes,  whicb  bav*  l^en 
put  in  suit  since  the  last  annual  meeting,  as  weH,  aii^by  tbii 
iMppant  of  nnquestiooabJy  gopd  paper».QOw  under  protest  friNai 
•the  inability  of  tbe  parties  to  pay  their  atranilraentsi.  ItviU  be*' 
cofltte  more  appaarentt  by  the  larg«  imoimt  of  new  sails  wirich 
will  swell  die  coort  dockets  at  i^^wM  spring  term. 

By  curtailments,  payment  of  interest  npotf  teb^Wah,  antf 
other  measdfes,  which  will  be  nfentioned*  pr^ently,  th^  circu'l»^ 
tion  of  the  bank,  which,  on  the  I'S^h  of  March,  V^t,  was 
$653,0(00,  has  been  reduced  to  $Z5Sfi6%  including  $782^  oC 
the  notes  of  the  Central  Bank,  the  greater  part  wbereoi^  iiavi^ 
lirobably  been  destroyed,  or  lost,  out  for  the  payment  oi  tb4 
interest  upon  the  capital  of  tbe  bankt  and.  ihe  heavy  losses  iiponi 
cotton,  siibstituted  for  iolMd  exchange,  for  tbe  purpose  of  pay<« 
ing  that  interest,  the  circulation  of  the  bank  wo«ld  have  beesi 
leM  thin  Mie  half  m£  its  piesfPt  amouuf . 

Tbe  onpveoedevted  shoK  €1^  M*  the  ^asi  year  hhs  Mir  i>e«f^^ 
sold,  and  its  avails  disposed  of.  ^ 

The  annual  interest  payable  tQ'ftis  Imnk,  exceeds  9270,000 
And  there  are  arrears  of  interest' now  due  to  it  of  $110,000^ 
8p  thai^  the  intere^  alone,which  Aould  be  rece'^ye^  by  ti^e  bajul(« 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  gpreatly  e;fce^(ls  i^  circnla^ioik  , 

Tb^  sifits  already  instituted  by  tlie  bapk«.  nod  upon  wftich 
Ji|dgipepit.will  probfibly  hf^  obtai«?d«  at  the  spring  ,tenia/#f  the 
<^urts^,also  greatly  exceed  in*  anoQuiit,  the  circulatioa  (If  ikit 
bank.!  And  there  a«e«lber.|tBi(a^  falpsides  those  of  :tbe4Mlnk«i 
wad  io  amueb lacgerBmoant^  wpoo  which  jndgaBeot wilibe'ob> 
ts4nedat  ike  ensuing  spring  terms. 

Uptil  the  proceeds  of  admber  er6p  e^d  beeoase  avaiU^; 
what  is'tlfei^  besides  tbe  circulation  of  tbhi  Imnk,  #hicb  can  b^. 
used  in  t^  Kqtiidation  of  this  immense  imiooilt  of  iiidebted-' 

These  are  facts  meriting  the'  consideration  of  .tbis,gCMivsr4' 
ineeAing,  wA  which  will  claim  the  serious  regard  of,  tho6e»  t*-. 
whom  the  Stpckhqlder*:  may  opmoM  ibe  mamgement  of  ibe. 
bank  for  the  ensuing  year.  They  deserve  the.considfffatioti  of 
Ike  people  of  Fk>rida}«nd  ase  not  unworthy  of  Ae  noiice'or 
Aeir R«rpt«sMatif es^'   ••.■-;->.•■«     f   •  ^) 

( Beside*  carttfihMNtef  yout*  DtfM6i#  aidpfed-  otbef  itiecautres  'ft>t 
*ii>rediietieii>of  the  eireuliftioil  olF  Ai»'btiMk.  *«..•:  *"* 

'They  hsoed  pdet^osasi  pafiMe  Hi  MW  Terk,ter  periods' nit' i^x*"* 
cmikktuwoypMfiti  with  imera^  at  (the  rate  ^  «<*fe«i  per  cs^trfQm>er' 
aimumf  paysMe'hiif  yiearly.    TMrwiaddka  tvkk  •doaMe^^li^fefet:  » 
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ifst.'To  ioTcnfje  the  value  of  tho  notes  of  th^  hiink,  hy  maliing 
tffem  conv^r'lible  into  paprr,  w^hich,  b"sitlf s  b»'arin^  llu*  Irpi'  "iiiter-^ 
esfttf  Nfe\^1tiyrk,hiis  nita^'hod  tf»  i*,  no  uiK-erfaiMiy,  cs  ro  thd  futurfe 
fal*^  oPe^ehH^^^^  bet*«^rT  thJil  c»tT;  and'T/Ilah^'^scr.'     '   •      »'        I 

'i  jTMMfiir^iCoofilUiirtt;irr;tb''  pqvdufilipnyciient  oin^hpse-^Ml  n«lii«; 
some  of  the  i\Jm:fiior^  f}%r^^/t^'.aiAiiA\ni^%ki9^\^t^M^mHlj  nwpon^ 

^Slrangciif^cii/nujl  U^«xpqr.Urf  lo,.f  ^>apw  imih.  f.^Jinpwloi}gj  of  (}|^ 
<;or\ditipnjor  .^e  )^n|^  a*,i<(  know  vvh|jtl^eir.)l  if  ^t*^ II y /fo tilled  ,ip^ 
croqU*\ JVlx)rf  ov^r,;iin:vecsal,(iist^ ik^tjiiid  bf?<Mi ^b^'oatur<i,l  o£tipi-in§[ -pi' 
tne  rppdiis o^  the  committt'e^  before  r^fep^ei!  to.  |3ui  ilie  Dir»clorrt^ 
srtid'SfociholdVrH,  fVo»n /heir 'connect ion  With  'the  .biiiik*,,'must  "jos- 
libsk  li'litiowlcd^ie  Hf^ii'ihifi  i?bn(iitiott.  4"*^  Vhen  ihey  guVe  prooP 
4f  t}i^)tia^hee  ih  tti  ^^i6iidrfe»ii  bV  iti(ykA>e'^i>'h^s>IVe*  Wd'iHferr  (*s*' 
tflriMu-dtpOHgH^I^  fbriU  d«bt«;ib^Goi)tidbfi^ioil  klrliAg^^^  !(ttr^tHdoslit 

Thc^ti  wen-  the  niulivi^-^  Mrhirh  oc*ti»H(ed  ih^  pDdorsfrrs  «f  ,lllci poail 
Q^t^    aciii  Hl|^>ior  llie   ^ncif  &f  i^*^  Jkitd\  i^l    wUidi,  nte;aUott  Kill 

presjently  b**  itiside^  ^     ,,,  .,        ;,,  i  j.,.       |     ., 

Be*i4i.*tpriji(  jHJiex^,  i^eJDKreui^rii  i^i4*jt  Unn4^.0f  lb*?  ^uplt,  in  the 


■  W%l*^om1f*a,  J^(*i  dbi^fin^u*d  16  ^.ire  fi  Jiffftfrt  whitii  grrvi-  n  hope, 
of  M tuning  iJif^tr  n^'ifl  f>if)*  ci,  o*f'*>*N*s*«itt^>titifrTof  ^pt-cie  prtybw*nii*i 
Hp^  Bi^trd  of  UiroLnorrt.<t*cidH  f"  try  th'^  EtiCrtpoHn  marketi  a^d* 
f;^f4lll»  fuHlnoset  (eauedd.  UtMbivf^tibplteidk^  taitve  ^re^Mibd  latth^i 
^<)u«l  M  i»imM»ti^^  4Mi«riiiiil  M^id■  «hnr4o9»jiiti4b9i.pB|»bke  mi 
London;  and  to  bear   such  rat^^(,if|tefll|4,,4l(Hiltt0^<Hllle|4l|et  ,M: 

..  "jIP/J??  ^''^  pvvipept  ^pf  the  July  ,io»er(B3tjMj?oM,  t))e.ler|ril(]|rial. 
botioi^,  pA^abTe  in  N«  wTofk,  London  and'  Arndtcrdiabi ;  lo  hegu|ia(e. 
the  ex^hani:  *  "'        —         - 

IMI.  Mil»w  retf^seHfittar^M  ^kf<Mtd' proceed  tti  fitih^tieV'M  th^pu^'^^^ 

the  United  States,  in  London,  had  arrived  in  tb^UiMlfri^Sll|l«Mb  «rfl 
a^r  «^fne  ifUer'VJf.watwilib  liifiw  I^Ai<fbierwwMikiAie(CQ«piiirreM¥#H>f 
the  Soard  of  Directors,  .fi^mpiiMa^o  Ml«)«0HH})(  ffir  ih^nkjdf  ih^t 
^.^lyCff'^IPRKk  <)OjM^4l  gV^lk^WlN  wtm^  'hifii^^si^^et  fiK  fin^mCtal 
^k Mf •  .Wiiq|uefli9ii(e4  io^ VrUlM  a«4  r  ««V>4|liihl»«| « vpneevoiat  fi||igid»-> 
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APPENDIX.  Ixxvii 

, Ji^te  ipteJIigfiice  CfMn  LMdoii^  tolls  ^  hia  f!iicc«sa  m  obti^Auui  % 
loHH.ffMTiJtif  U3e  of  the  Ba«k  of  tb«  Unitod  ^taieik'  His  tMaettioit 
viri(b  that  inKtitution  required  tliat  bU  first  ejforta  tk^old  Wigw^ilia 

A  snfe  of  the  st'^ilini^  bank  bonds,  will  eaatUe.uf  to  p^y  tbd  bsU. 
anr^,8MU<li^  tq  tlM^i^nnkof  Aba  jCTnt^ffrf  S^94«  «n4  i«»ilAfni^eor<- 
^*li9^>'<'*.  <^)^K>9  (^^^  yenr^oir  -e^iaoifi^^G^  i^  <ii^i|r^  eterjr  Ji4btlf^ 
i|y  (^t  xbp  bAuK,.  Tberefviy^euA  of  tb«  boiWsr^  and  post  D0(«9i/|rill 
l|0  ipad«  fr/^  the  Det^'i^t^  f>f  inf^ri^al,  aod  cortailmepta  spread  o?ar 
0120^(^0,.  iiii;e9»  and  &)ur  y9ariK«/^<*b  wiU  bruise  es  oaaiijr  «fopii^to' 
the,  Aifl  ot  tbv  debtors-  .(^  Abe  bank>  Uotder  svob  tcircMflMtAOOot 
F^^fM?  wob!4.;P^4»  WMb.Uit(h4tiin^g0,  tttfrotigh  tbe  ord^^^  MbdbiiAi 
a($  icei^t  Sviles^^si  t^^»9Ui(9<M'wifJ)  b%btii^  efieetiL   . 

•After  bi*<riRff  .with  in^a^  ab^iiiy  and  .flybiQr^«»»»i^chiavftd  .the  #bj«ol« 
«r  bj3jHi>^i<Mii*aa&9«m  v^kb  IPKia  tb**  p«^yoi««l^  *4  ibe  JaaiHTir  iliMr- 
ej^  upoj)  ihe  IVfYitorial  bqiMt^i,|)|«i  C«Mb^4»as,fe|urDfil  ^bitfDM 
Im  tb«  b^nk«  lo^ifi.4evjfia9»-aod«]MBUtjim/$a<rl9  fi|rtb<9r -aeaantfe^v 
as  (nay  jn^  p«p'««(«||rt(  %  thai  c«|i«pilate  i-fvtwatioo,  of.  it^  erediu        >.  d 

Since  the  last  ani^i|a|  .ig^plmfLff  iJbt  3U>ckbo(<U^  tbe  «iii#iidiir> 
roanl  off  thy,  jgh^my  i<^o,  ,<j^.  jP*i>ji»c4  of^dt>MiHtutpt  flAek  bagiiflibQ 
twice ^irt  in /jo^Cfft  ^.-  ,  .a...  -i   .       .        j,  ;I»m.  )  *      .    •  i    .•-  /.^  n 

Dclinqif^nt,,  fbfH^  Were,  aA¥e^;tiaei),  tt<'H«ol4  oo  94(9  pC  JtffMf 
l^sl^wbco  144  shares- p«er»«tU.at^  prffwNmyoflireilOr^^v^Mieiiait 
p^r/ib^e*    ;ibe<mh^4h««01^^liihiid*.b^Q  WfeKiMl,  t^NT^atti^ 
dqeaif5d;).t.for*;JthB  dayi^  «ale^*.        -.^t,*     «   .    .  '**..>  v  H* 

Another  s^ie  was  adverij«#|L^  tb«.  16tb  qfVJDiKMMaW,  endbe^o 
fotfe  t^4>iy,.^VnM  .Mar<^-<het  SlacbhoUetii.  bad  rede^OHtd  tbtir 
•V^ff  le^vjng. j2i^.t«b4iiiBs«  dt'iuMitAB'^i  ffiMdi^  jr#re  ^oUTut  fUbUcv 
aoctioo,  for  a  premiuna  of  twenty -iiioe  dollars  p^r  fb^fe^.  .S^itl 
hf  ^  Wpe^^Siipev«d,,tbAt|lbeffatf|,^ft  b«sibaihrertwe4  io  ^y  <JIIe 
D^iyspf^ier  ^.TaUa^ssi!^,  |ber4>iicpba3ei»  b«l^  be«9^«u|«pJM  witki 
sqf^resjpreviottsly  bejd  by  jtb«  bM^^nd  >be  deUa^ii«^tial0dEbk>Mer««f* 
appru|edji(y,  ^e  p^f#|^itrK  olitfti|oth|r  iu>||QfWiit|r  of(fit«idief  feiiai^.: 
ture  by  paying  their  arrears  of  intr-rost.  •  ^^  .         h    :.  d 

^ornBaeoji*  fkt^l^m^Q  t'»^be'P»«fl«tf«^'4«^h«Of9«mlefi(4|HNiJIMM 
by  tbpa^4Mml(ifr%«t;t4Ht»ti«Mt'  fnofiair  i ii^it^tiiif^.^i^^iMliiiii  «inU 
fVf?r^ib^<f^jff<>>l^<}'^.  ^HtlM  b^#  (4I«  d  .t#-iiMyb«^lba  i)iMt«lie4  i 
ezainniatioo.j  .  Tb^  o^enfai^m  dC.^  ^9M(iiOe|ii«^.d«ilyi.ii01iM  «ti 

i|U» 9 9«f (i^f t&  ^»t)» !tljiJ4)«Hi^iW p(, tbf  Ht^AMi^f,  tba  BfTMrdt 
of  Directors  have  contracted  for  tbe  bwldii^^  >.flre  proi>C  hai^'^inf  H 
hoi]b^»  00  tbe  %<Jao,  let  .^^4^  pia^^  bei^ng:  h0vm^  TJk^  b«iN* 
ing  has  a  fi^ont  of  3^  feet,  and  ipi.^lufifiQi,  i«.  leiigdN*  .TbeikwUl^ 
root),  ift  2ft ibjr^/q^t  \p^  t^fj^r— a  Presidenl«)  room  14  by  18| 
feet  in  tbe  clear— and  a  vault  for  books  and  |i|W*,#l^JlPtfl% 
feet  10  tbe  clear. 

Tbe  rooms  will  be  floored  with  obarbU^.  By  eootract,  it  maet  be 
completed  by  tbe  25tb  of  next  month,  (ilfarcb.)  Tbe  contract  price 
is  $11.706 ;  but  as  tbe  bank  had  to  furnish  granite,  for  steps,  sills 
aad  coping,  tbe  cost  will  be  two  or  three  tbousaod  doilais  nore. 
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Ixxviii  APrcNDiK. 

The  size  and  plan  of  the  building  were  directed  by  a  coTnpromi''o 
lleii^epa  differiirgopinionBumongthe  tlirevtm*^;  antf  itnitt  tfomelid- 
ditt4>ii  sbttU  be  mad^  to  i^,  the  board  mast  continue  tr>  u^  the  pi^e^nt 
vgub.a^beakiA^'reoni;^ ' 

The  Board  of  Directors  hdve  resolved  to  clone  the  agency  at  St.' 
Joseph,  as  aoorf  as  practicable.   •      '  '    ^ 

The  Board  of  Direirttofa  have  beeA  itiforitiiNJ'th^it,  tmnrnndfiil  of 
the  divine  injunction  thaf  ^^  whatM^av^  jroo  would  ibat  ttieit  ihduid* 
do  «iato  you,  do  ye  eveitao  to  thenit,**  apfcteis  demandett  ?n  aafig<> 
faction  of  judgments,  by  pertent  wh6  are  th<^mselv^e«  indebted  to  this 
bank^  and  even  bypai^ics  ttgaMtwhomthti  bank  Ims  unWtiafted 
jedgmenis.  Theae  partiM  aay  to  the  bank,  ^ba^epntiencis  i^ith  mu 
and  I  win  f>«y  thee  ali,^'  white  ihay  takelb^r'^tfebtoi'by  fbe  throar/' 
and  demand  of  him  the  peimd  of  41«8h  ;  refMng  tb  re<;^ive  In  pay. 
mem.  fironi'ibiai,[tbat,  which  «i>tUd  p^y  their  d#n  <Mmo  the  banii ! ! 

''It  is  tabmitled  to  the  Stocklii)ldet8y  t«  aay,  wh^'thei' the  new  Board 
of  Directoili  tbouhl  tiot  be  inatrtfcied  to  eit^rtre  immedhireiiayibiiot% 
of  atty  debt  d«e  to  the  bmnlt,  by  a  piirif  ihut  exaetinj;  kpecie  from 
hia  debtor,  and*  taleo,  to  aee  any  Judgm^rH  whkih  Ibe  bank  may  bold ' 
agai Ast  aueb  ciHftor,  ao  ai  to  proteot  bia  debtor.  '  '  • 
>  it  the  laat  fj^nerat  meetiilf  1h^  fiAowitigt  resoldtldVi  #at  ildbpted : 

JReaofeaii.  That  the  Chair  appoint  a  committee  of  four, '  tb  whpm 
shiirbe'rer^rfed  ibe  «u^e<^*  d*  the  aiah  ate^  iiiMoaiit,  of  varioba 
individyriif  Sviili  tlltf  banhi  with  instroctietiiVc^  Inspect  an^  adjust  the 
aa«ie«>a«d  Mritb  report  thereof  ue  the  BtMrd  bf  Birectors,  who«  if 
they  shall  noi  coticur  io|he  saoie,  shall^  refer  the.  fitial  queshbti  there- 
on;'ta«be  8tb«kbold«rb  in  general  ihec^bi^.  • 

7  Vbe  Ohait  appouited  the  (bllowing  g^tlemeh  en  'the  Goihm{ttee, 
vis:  Ridi*d.  &  Atlei%  Joe.  D.  £dwartla^  A.  M/OtttHi^  and  H:  W. 
Bta^n,  Ea^ulfes.  *   -'  '  .'  '    ^"       '  '  ' 

'  The  ComnAttee  met  id  the  mcHidi  ef  'Marchi  last,  ettd  adtfpl^  « 
repert  which  «nH  he  submitted  to  this  meeting.     Ther  *  unanimouslv ' 
awarded,  that  Jbhn  G.  Oamble  shooM  be  paid  ibr  his  shares  of  cash 
stock  csaneeHed  by  the  Board  of  Olre^tofb  itle  eum'  ^f  twelve  and  a  - 
half  dollars  per  ahare.  '  ' 

^Thmraport  was  acted  «poB  by  the  Beard  of  "Ofatetoin,  te  the  ab. 
idiica  of  Ike  Freeident  od  the  SOth  DeeeMber,  1«M.— Nide  DiMc*  * 
tors  beiM  present.— Col.  WflliafiM  being  detkined  af  h6me  by  the' 
SkimmMkmfumfy^mi  Dooc  HoHaiid,  haviayyeeigned/  '    '" 

By  a  vote  ef  6  to  4,  the  Board  refused  to  confirm ihe  awkrd^  Iha^ 
ceaunlltee.  tThe  matter  is  ibkrefoVe  tiafbrfed  twck  to^he  BlodUidf 
ders^  fufsuant  to  their  raiohitioiu 

Astammiemof  thebafaifitieBdf  thedMMnwheMaiitodboexed.    ' 
\AU  which  is  reapeetfidly  sabknined. 

i  '  '      JOHN  a.  GAltBLE,  Prut 


I 
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^        tntiztmintt 

U  rekatoHip  the  payment  a/ tl^  East  FlorUtmtt^ 


ExectJttVE  t)ef  Attnttirt,    | 

_  Tallaliawee.  22d  February,  t84t  f 

To  fie  U$U4^he  t&61^a  of  liontim  : 

Sioi  #  my  Uxt  int*sM»|2e  ii|.ciii  ihi-  Kuhjert  of  Cotimel  Browife 
ftnd  Mfiji  r  GHiraH>h%  v  Riul^,  in  b«  Iih  I  «ir  lb*  ir  r<  g'piienc  tiiicl 
kaiinHiniiiK,  and  after  the  (  •  nncii  tail  nfnMd  to  u  ke  artitip 
liKreoOt  I  wa»  applied  to,  in  ihe  nioi^t  earnf»t  manner,  tn  i^^lle 
tbe  biMHia  wbic  h  tlie  Coniicif  bad  been  uiiiirnied  by  a  iiie»$aget 
1  wa«  prepareif  lo  execute. 

In  tlie  tff/mai,  h<mever  I  bad  received  the  enclniu  d  teller 
from  tbi?  Hmi.  Ma  li«on  C.  Livings  on,  nhich  i«  herewith  tr-jif. 
milled  M  the  C*oitiiril,  i^itb  let.rr  from  ihe  Hon.  J.  C*  Pelot, 
J.  G.  C  «^e).er|  rmU  iitber^s  mt  n^bers  ul  tie  C(  uncil  from  Ea<t 
Florida. 

I  t^ubmit  to  the  Legi^ilative  Council,  if  it  m'ghi  not  beprn,.er, 
before  ilie  Lkicnnve  complies  \^iih  the  re»n|uiif>n«  already 
adopted,  ti'CMi>e  *in  it  vrMi^aiiop  to  be  n  ade  lato  tlie  imfHiia- 
tifiHf  and  t  b»t|{(  «i  <<  ntaii  rd  in  the  <  ommunicatiou  <  f  llie  Mua. 
Mr    1J\ir^Min. 

It  Keeinum  mettibediie  ftftfhe  IjiiuismM,  ti  the  parties  at- 
imtitig  and  dcfhfjftg  ihenii  abd  to  Hio  cbaraBier  til  Em^Fl^ 
rida. 

1  be  f InetriftfMifvii  mi^ht  be  madr  by  a  eontoriafionrr  mr  emm 
mitiiiotiert,  to  bf  a,  poiutt  4  by  tb^  Legisktivii  C«unoil  car  ibt 
Eiecti^ive. 

H  these  rYaiitt#  \i/^  Jmu  tis  rb#  rNirinibins  ivrenttr  paMrd 
anaaimi  niify  by  the  fjeurMitfiv^  Cotmi^tl,  iaippos«i  ibeW  mvm^ 
fht-y  i^honlrf  he  pr'«mplty  m.d  itiimedkitily  tMtHly  if  tbuy  •#• 
ttnin^t,  let  those  wbo  itf<*  }h  potseiii4on  6f  ttit  froofrr  h"^  iV 

TvtuHity  |o  prefent  thein. 
re^p«ibi-ly  request  fh*  Itminnibfe  the^TTmf^  of  WifptHHh^ 
t»ti\vs,  after  reading ih^*  orlttmallet^f^* heiN^tttl nmftiiiti^CMf^ 
«» traoster  ibeia  lo  xht  Seti'Tte  fhr  the  in(«vrnMTirw  of  iM  ho^hfC 

KOBERT  SATNOIW  ftlUX 
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prefientiitives  of  AJacho^,  HinfiHton,  ColfnoWiif  find  Njismii,  heg 
leuve  rp<pei*tfi]lly  t(»  cM  yntir  »i(eiKiftii  u%  reiiolutioiu  puMed  at 
the  present  se^^ion  of  the  L<?^i<lative  Counril,niiUior|«iH^  n  tp|» 
tte  Df nu  with  the  militia,  or.lered  into  ^mce  under  CoU  Robert 
Brown,  and  M  Jtir  Uahv  Gim<oi»  in  the^prins^  of  1838*  The 
payment  of  thei^  troops  has  benn  delayed  nearly  three  yeart» 
and  roaoy  of  them,  ao  I  the  families  of  thoie  who  have  died,  ait 
•ulferiug  fir  the  want  o(  what  U  due  them,  far  service*,  and  <!!•• 
borsemt^ntji  in  that  year.  The  Hou^e  ol  Representative^  havUig 
tefiised  any  action  interfering  with  the  operation  of  the  reacdii* 
tions,  above  referred  to,  we  d»)em  it  our  duty,  in  behalf  oToor 
CO  igtitnents*  toa^tkas  i;ntnediatea  settlement  as  will  suit  joar 
Excellency's  convenience. 

Wc  arc,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 
J.  G.  COOPER, 
JOHN  C.  PKLOT, 

Smttmi. 
DANIEL  BELL,  Hamilton, 
JOHN  i..  THIGPEN,  Nasi^a, 
EDWARD  BIRD,  of  Alatboa 


Tallahassee,  FebmarjSOtb,  1841. 

DbaE  Slt>— I  feel  it  a  dntv  1  ore  to  the  Territory  of  Flo* 
nda,  to  address  you  on  the  suhj*H:t  of  settling  the  claims  of  a 
fegimemcomiiand3d  by  CoK  Robert  Brown,  and  a  BattftlKna 
coaamanded  by  Ma}.  J.  Ganrason,  for  military  services  reodererf 
Id  the  year  1838. 

BtUevmg,  as  I  do,  that  there  are  more  men  ctaimlng  par 
fur  aervtres  rendered,  than  ever  per  ormed  said  service,  I  am 
eampelkd  to  state  to  yon,  a^  the  Governor  of  the  Territn^, 
what  era  my  opinion  respecting  sai^l  claims,  and  the  reasop  lor 
that  opinion. 

Abfiutthe  middle  of  June,  1833,  I  was  ordered  (being  thea 
in  ibtt  U«  S,  service)  fro'n  H  idis»n  county,  where  i  was  'hen  oa 
duty,  to  proceed,  via  MintTal  Sprin^^,  to  the  upper  Suwannee 
near  the  Oiel»*n»ke  swmp^for  the  purpose  orpurnaing  and 
bummg  out  a  party  of  In  lians  whirh  had  passed  throngh  Co» 
lumbia  county,  and  fungbt  twice  with  tb«*  volunteers  oo  their 
waf  to  the  swamp«-onre  with  Capt.  ^'anderlins*  and  once  with 
G.  W«  Sniiths*  command  ;  i  was  directed  to  furnish  provision 
(suhsistenre)  and  f4)nure  or  any  Territorial  militia,  i^htcb^miiiht 
ha  ia  eet^ea  and  would  m^mfmkf  the  cQwgiaod  |#  wh^l 
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wn^  fittiibhed/in  ptif^nft  oi  f h«  InfftAiM.  When  I  nrrir^A  nt  \hm 
M iiierni  Sprinirs  I  liearH  that  ihree  or  ft>ur  compHni  ^nC  Flo* 
ridiFi  UMliiiti  renrl^viHiiied  ni  \hM  pUce,  some  nf  which  hud  }uft 
returned  from  pnrfniit  of  the  Indi^iH  ;  I  applied  to  nome  of  the 
officers  to  teU' N**tach nnents  of  their  commands  with  tt«;  exea- 
ts were  made  thai  it  would  not  be  p«>iitjc  to  Wve  the  viiroitv  ' 
o€  the  spring  ^whri^  there  were  a  number  of  inbabicaiits  voU 
leeted)  unprotected ;  and  otiient,  tlmt  they  had  just  rHurned 
from  a  scout.  I  wa^  of  the  opinion  from  ccmversinir  wiih-^e^er^ 
m\  citiaen*,  that  bm  few  of  the  companies  were  full,  for  I  had 
been  applied  to  by  geveral,  to  recommend  them  li>  the  commati* 
din^  officer  of  the  U.  S*  Troupe  who  at  that  time  wished  to 
fee«iive  one  cinnpany  into  ih»  U.  S.  service  ;  staling  to  me  that 
it  ih^y  could  ^t  an  order  to  raise  a  company,  tliey  would  be 
ready  to  muttter  into  the  U.  S.  service  in  m  sbiirt  titne ;  now  if 
they  considere^l  themselves  i«  the  Territorial  service  for  4  months 
why  dh)  they  Apply  to  me  to  gef  into  the  U.  S.  service,  to  be 
lent,  as  I  was,  from  one  section  of  the  Territory  to  the  other,  I 
would  prefer  (rnardin^  my  own  fire  side  to  that  of  another.  1 
was  afterwards  applied  to  by  Cnpt.  North,  to  get  into  the  U.  S« 
aervice,  fitatintr  to  me  that  the  command  then  under  Sanderlin, 
wool  I  join  him,  and  with  the  men  he  then  had.  would  make 
out  a  (itM  company. :  Capt  North  with  thr^  <>r  four  men  ac- 
compajiiied  us  into  the  Oketenoke  sw  imp.  He  was  soon  after 
thai  lime,  say  20th  Juue,  mustered  into  the  U.  S.  set  vic«, 

On  my  return  fnun  the  'sw.%mp^^  passed  tlinnigh  part  of 
Ware  and  Lowndes  counties.  Georgia,  through  the  tieigbbor* 
liOod  where  (?apt.  Bryant  had  raised  a  company,  as  he  said,  un« 
der  the  orders  of  Col.  Browu.  He  at  that  ame  was  trying  to 
get  into  the  Geo*'irisi  service,  and  many  of  his  men,  wliom  I  saW 
did  HOC  consider  themselves  in  tlie  Territorial  service,  as  they 
thought  they  would  never  tret  pa«d«  and  also  that  it  was  dieune* 
ces«<ary  for  them  to  i^uard  their  ow»>  fainilies  and  farms. 

Prom  the  for<Q:oin?  circumMances,  and  tnking  into  consider- 
ation,  the  number  of  men  claimed  in  said  command,  and  the 
number  of  citiaens  (voters)  in  Columbia  and  Hamilton  rouutiet, 
I  am  conscientiously  of  the  opinion  that  many  of  the  men  borne 
on  their  miuter  rolls,  are  fictitious,  and  many  of  the  others  never 
done  service  at  all.  Ton  may  add  together  all  the  militia  ol 
Colutnbia  and  H:imilton  co!mii'*s,  nod  all  in  Ware  county,  and 
take  from  the  total  of  those  connnt-s  the  command,  and  t lieu  in 
the  Un'ift'l  States  service,  under  G»  W.  Stnith,  and  you  cannot 
iii:ike  out  the  number. 

At  the  same  ti  ne  I  will  beg  leave  to  state,  that  I  am  confi* 
dent  many  of  the  militia  in  said  regiment  done  good  and  effi- 
cJMCiinfioe^tadlwottld  b^  tht  Im  amii  ia  iIm  7«rnio)[;y»  i^ 
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wish  fntlsprivf  itiemnr  thetr  put,  fori  \aimf  itif  W^sJi'pttti 
prtv.niiiMM  thev  hM\i*  iinti«rgon«% 

As  rei|iacU  the  bfiiiitUidii  of  Maj.  GarrMon,  1  Ikiv<^  heard  irt« 
fioaii  rufliurty  bui  not  knovriiig  nuy  ibfiiguf  my  omn  kn  witiigfi 
1  will  espivM  no  opiuntu* 

1  wflMiid  th«<  rf  ire«ui<>]:«'4it  io  ymir  Ell  <*li  ory,  ihe  prtyigy 
•f  Mfiiiling«ii«»ffii*er(«r«ll  qiuliA  d  f««r  ibedmy  to  ti««pecl  nvA 
UMtAUif  ili«  v;irioti«  e  •m^iau.ejif  niid  tf  Qeo  ssary  have  mea  wmwu 
la  tlie  i  rvice  ttiidored. 

I  vnU  not  haive  wrUten  this  lettfMP  b>d  MM  tlie  CoMtiril  cc^ 
iiMed  to  Act  an  yom  late  nwn*  (|f^  on  that  su^«^,  «iid  freliti|c  (nf 
Ihp  boMor  and  cbiracter  af  our  TrfiOH^,  k  wm  id>  dtt:y,  m  a 
ci'itpn,  te  invtf  any  inlUnaniion  reipectiug  taitl  claitMt  whicb  1 
wgbt  poa^aii. 

1  an.  wry  re<peci{ttlly. 

Your  «bedi«*ni  narvmM, 

M4«>IS0^  C.  LIVINGSTON. 


ExCCUTtVC   Dc^ARTHItPTT, 
TalUhassee.  F«-b.  SO.  1841. 
GE^TLtCVttH  :— *l  forloie  fir  your pertwat  and  <on*idffatiott, 
a  letter  from  thf*  H<m   Ma%on  C.   Liviiigston«  wfaicb  yon  will 
be  pleased  to  return  to  me. 

I  am.  ir^ntlenifTi, 

Very  rejipectfullv, 

Your  obsflient  serv^iit^ 
ROBERT  RATMOXO  REID. 
The  H'^nnrabfdy  Me^rs.  Cooper,  Petot,  Bird,  Ilugpen  and 
BelL 


Talkahasseb,  Ft^brnary  91>  IB4|. 
Jb  ffii  Ezcetteneg  R.  R.  Rkid, 

StR  :— ^Wc  have  read  and  ous'dered  th»  extraordinary  letter 
of  Mr.  Livhig.uoii.  U  ilie  :icr  Ma^inying  le  ters  you  will  find 
our  reply.  h«v.>uldb<'  grfttifyitm  to  ua  h^t  should  you  dat-oi 
bu  co.miu  licaihi.i  o*  tifiiit'iU  impifftunGC  to  jus? ify  delay  in 
tihe  seitlemeut  of  ihese  cl  lans,  uii  i:  thecoiapaniesare  in^p»H*trdt 
|onwould«  in  tLf  j^^  j^iMi^  ^:,l^  yf  j|c.  V^'^'^^a^  W  mk^ 
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jitttf  and  !•«  jii<«liCt;  lo  oiir  C4iii:itUii<  IM«,  ^rhonf  lioiiiir  h»«i  brf*B 
iHifieaetit^d  hy  (u«  «*<iflMiu  >ii!Mii»ii,  Wf  fM  it  righl  t  <  f«y«  ttM 
we  bavr*  imi  <ibj  ctioii  to  your  (lf*spatriii«>^  nil  officer  to  HMHOrr 
and  Mi»fitci  ibf  tfitopg  ttt  ihr  time  •  f  ttriilefiifHft,  (<o  fiif  m  tin* y 
•re  si«k  iivki^or  wiihhi  ee«eb)  in  tit*rorrf;tiice  with  tlie  itMial  mtei 
Midi  tegttlttiitui*  iit  the  wUkiHty  ttrvire. 

We  rewNNUt  w-ry  re^tpecf lolly« 

Yfnir  oln-di^'iH  serv^iitu, 

J.  G    «0    PKK,     etiMfM^V.  F. 

LDWAHD  hlHD. 

DAMKK  KKt  1.. 

«^.  L.  THIGFEN,  NfuMUv^rw. 


roH£i  ExeHktifjf  R.  R.  Rmd: 

Sir  ^^AA  itie  unmeet  of  the  R«s^ni  DeleiratiM,  Mtig 
fiunilMrwidi  the  fun*  <  «itiMH««tfd  with  il^«iil)^rci  iif  Mr*  Livi»i||[^  ' 
mm*%  letter,  enrkited  with  ytmr  rnnmi(MiiciHiaii  i4*  thin  mifmiiigCv 
1  have  the  htHi^r  to  Knhjiiii  iny  i^iewM.  Of*  tbH^ettr^i^rtliiiary 
eiMBtiifiiiicfiliiitt*  I  jJinII,  at  pre«  *iit«  (^miteat  mvmU  whh  a  mfttet 
mi  Mich  poHtcHiff  ctiily  at  cantnin  aa9erti*Hut  cabiihMt^  Mi  aMMead 
yoa  to  yatif  afti<iii  anier  the  jre«niifiititi«  rererred  to.  1  eiHW* 
iaa»rlej  a  catiif ^iiy  mfrt**\f  ia  CoL  Browii'i  reu:i:«eiit.  and  wm* 
getved.a  mnmi§f  fmn  Capu  L^viiif*«ioit«  a^kiiK  a  «eittforef» 
tm^t :  i  watt  i|iiik*r  order*  iriMo  <  aU  '  rowiit  iii  the  Territorial 
i*  rvicei,  and  had  im  att<4iority  to  move  with  my  ciim^auy,  oih^ 
erariar  diau  hy  Qoi,  BnMrnV  eomaiia  U  *<itd  f^ir  this  reaaou  I 
laiditin  flolica  oThi^  aii<«ff^  ;  for  tht^  aaaie  reaMW -ilie  ather 
CaptMK,  wtth  aewemi  #r  whom  1  oiM^ircnsied  afterwards  tipoo  the 
IMlyect.  fmnutfd  a  aimtlar  (-ottrae.  Btn  \i  ibit  reaann  li:)d  tiol 
aaiiied,  the  tn*aaiNi  atated  by  Mr«  Ltvini^iCiiii  m  bemu  givetp  iu 
aacai«,  wwald  b«iw  been  ampl'S  to  arit :  ^  Th  it  it  aronbi  tiot  ha 
po^itte  ta  h^ve  the  viriiilty  ^  ibe  i^^ritiff  <wh»Te  Ihere  wvre  a 
aomber  of  iahahiiflnttf  eolWtsd)  unproi«:cted ;  and  ather^  thai 
ibey  had  |ti4  remnied  from  a  troat/*  Had  Mr.  Ltviiifc«MI 
applied  to  Cok  Brown,  who  cam(n:nide<l  the  r  ^rimeat  for  oa» 
aperaiiott,  he  wonk)  hm-e  fiaand  no  fliffiruhy  ia  obtainingt  all 
tbr  fatet^iir  he  required.  Bt^deit  the  troapA  Hvea  in  tlie  I'arvi^ 
Inrial  varviee  fo'-  de£^iir<^  nf  ihir  &fwmer,  and  m*l  far  aenrioeia 
eipedili«m«  t4  U.  State*  IriHipt,  nny  fiirtlier  than  the  Ctd.  might 
(kirn  ctHitirtam  witk  iba  purjNMa  oi  bia  cnnnmaiid.    li  wmM 
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Inhw  b#en  t  vlolttton  of  miHtairy  dnf  y  und  bre^h  of  order«  Iff 
any  Captain  to  titiTe  pkcefi  his  company  under  the  orders  of 
Mr.  Livingstotif  upon  requisition  not  patring  through  a  taperior 
oficir. 

'iTbe  ofunion  asserted  by  Mr.  Livingston,  that  but  ffw  of  the 
Cfinpanies  were  full,  ib  mere  upinion^  wbHrh  is  contradicted  by 
the  ttporior  evidence  of  the  certificates  of  the  Colonel,  Adja- 
lant  and  Captains  on  honor,  as  lo  the  nttaiber  of  men  enrolled 
nttder  them. 

In  respect  lo  the  assiTted  conversRTion  with  Cap .  Nordi, 
concerning:  his  own  and  Ciipt.  Sanderlin's  coinpa  ties,  I  h  tve  to 
iay«  that  the  companies  of  Captains  North  and  Sauderlin,  were 
mustered  into  the  Territorial  seri'ice  side  by  side»  at  tbe  same 
lime  by  Ueat.  Col.  V^ebb. 

The  inference  s>ttempted  from  tlie  assertion  tl  at  the  number 
of  men  in  Colombia  and  liamiUon,  t6uether  with  \^  are  county, 
Georgia,  would  not  afford  a  sufficient  force  lo  consiifute  a  regi- 
meitt,  is  not  founded  in  fact  The  reaiinent  consisted  of  men 
drawn  from  the  c^tumies  of  Columbia,  Hamilton,  parts  of  Ala- 
cbua  and  Nassau,  and  frt«m  Georgia.  There  are  in  CoiumI  ia 
eoiimy,  between  three' ind  (hnr  hundred  **  voters,"  ahd  in  Ham* 
ikon  about  two  hundred.  In  those  two  counties  there  most  hava 
been  at  Ihetiroe  nearly  three  hundred  persmis  capable  of  bear* 
iu|r  arms,  who  were' under  the  apfe  of  21  yeani, or  transient  per* 
aon«,  and  not  entitled  to  votes.  Here  are  nine  hundred  in  these 
two  countiea  alone;  add  to  this  pn>bajly  ofit  himdred  men  from 
Nassau  and  Alachua,  and  about  the  same  number  from  the 
neighboring  rountiesof  Georgia,  (who  came  over  a^id  enllstet^ 
md  did  service  in  Fbrida.f  and  you  have  an  aggregate  of  near^ 
ly  ont  thousand  men.  The  companies  composing  the  batcilhoa 
it  Lieut.  Col.  Webb,  were  muKt^t^d  into  tl>e  service  in  |iie  fit.- 
lowing  manner,  to  wit :  My  c<impany  and  Captain  Martittt, 
were  miKiared  iirat  the  same  time ;  Handerlins  and  Nor>b*s  at 
Iba  '^roe  dme^  and  Bryant's  and  Johnson's  at  their  resprclive 
liead  i]uarlers.  The  companies  composing  the  baltallifNi  of 
||i)jor  Wilson  oocnpied  the  lower  part  of  the  country,  and  were 
aMiitertd  under  his  superviAon.  A  »uflkient  answer  lo  iIm 
•oggestion  of  firtiti^os  nan«es  by  Mr.  Livingston,  is,  I  ap^i^* 
iMod,  to  be  fonnd  in  the  fact  that  the  roils  are  certified  to  by 
Ihe  proper  oCcers.  whose  reepectabUiry  and  ekaradets  areqoila 
equal  to  that  of  Mr;  Livingston's. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  mpan  kmnokdget  that  the  impo* 
laikms  attempted  by  Mr.  Livingston^  are  not  supp'^rted  by  facU, 
Ibac  Ibe  justice  and  correctness  of  the  returns  and  claims  canbot 
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sbouM  eoftoe  in  the  sectleniem  dinH;ted  by  the  Lf^i»lfHare« 
You  buve  permU^iim  to  d<i  hs  >ou  please  with  thi*  letter. 
Very  resjj  ctfully, 

Toar  obedient  sermnt, 

JOHN  C.  PEI-OT, 

SemUor  fromE.  F. 


TALLAHASSRCy  Febroary  SI,  1841. 
To  His  Ktedhneg  R  R.  Rrtd: 

Silt : — In  reference  tr>  that  portinn  of  Mr.  Livinfl^tons. letter, 
irhich  reTates  to  th?  battallion  under  Major  Gai'rason,  1  tkink  i| 
proper  to  iay»  that  if  anv  runora  iniimite.  by  hi  n  t*tid  to  imi. 
peach  the  j istice  of  the  claimag^iinAt  the  pavmeift  of  which  be 
itrives,  or  the  accuracy  of  the  roH^,  they  aret>a«eiy  calumniout. 
'  A  was  myself  Adjutant  of  the  battalfion,  inspected  and  nmjr 
tered  in  and  ont,  the  companies  compH^ing  it«  therefore  ip^ 
confidently  and  witti  a  knowtedge  of  facts. 

Very  respectfully,  - 

Tour  obedient  cenrant,  ' 

EDWARD  BIRD. 


HouBB  or  Represcntatitcs, 

PehriMry2S,  1841. 
The  HouM  ordered  that  the  enclosed  message,  No.  7.  t'>getber 
with  the  accompa  lying  letters,  be  transmitted  to  the  Senate. 
Attest,  JAS.  H.  GIBSON,  Clk. 


House  or  Reprecejvtatives, 

Tallahassee,  Pebruary  23,  1841., 
Sit :— In  reply  to  your  enquiry  1  have  to  say,  that  npon.thi 
occasimi  referred  to  in  Mr*  Ma  lison  Livingston's  letter  t9  Gov. 
Reid,  I  was  myself  the  oon^uiandinff  (4S^«:r  of  the  expediiiooi 
Mr.  Livingston  bebg  a  c^ptaiu  under  roe.  Thut  I  was  direict- 
ed  by  Ma^r  bearixim  to  take  two  of  the  companies  of  Col. 
Bmwn*a  regimem  with  ntty  he  beini?  under  the  bi^lief  tbiit  Col* 
Brown's  regiment  bad  heeo  mustered  into  »h>d  United  Staief  ^ef« 
vice.  Upon  reacbing  the  Suwanee  I  iound  that  tb«  re^uffei)! 
was  not  in  the  United  States  service,  but  in  the  Territorial,,  ai^ 
I  4jA  noiiherefbra  leel  myseil  aathorised. lo  make  tti?.dfqBfmd» 
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j<nii  mr,  ntid  ^oiiif*  «>l  ifce  r-  ^infein ,  with  tW  pt<rfiii«(fi)r>fi  of  tbf4f 
offi<  er:(,voiiiiiifrri'd  aikI  iiro*ii»pMfifi>d  ii»e.  I  «ti«i  tfvr^iftg  m  tlie 
time  with  ibe  rauk  o(  Major,  aiid  mm  in  (be  »«rv.ce  of  the  Um- 
Ufd  butet. 

ReaprctAilly  youns 

JOHN  L.  TATLOR. 
To  Hon.  Jamcii  G.  CoorEE. 


I^AiXHAfiifEK,  F«brnary  94,  1841. 

Teak  Sine— At  ycei  mc^mm,  olcI  io  jj^sft^to  ii\  comttia* 
en!s,  I  bwxf  r.«»  « ljf,€  tie n  w  k  Ptf  tliM  t«»  il'.e  best  ol  ii.\  rfful- 
Irrtioii,  it  ^Hh  late  in  Aiigii»t  1838.  tbnt  Cupt.  Ncirib«  t^i»nipa- 
oy  WM  n  u^t^'iTf d  into  tin*  V*  S  servi<*e,  tiiid  thnt  in^  a  r«  nvrr- 
»ati«Hi  v^lm  h  1  had  t«iih  C»pv  LiviiiggiUHi  on  the  morning  alter 
flie  inf)efiiute  puMpom  nt* lit  .of  \br  report  aud  reMilniient  of 
Mr.  Bnmn,  aft  chHirintui  <*if  a  r«iinmitte^  of  roiifrn  nre  to  ib^ 
Brotin  an<i  Ganason  V()lu|^ec^^t  litr  obM^rved  lliai  we  bad  done 
rif^bf  in  pcMtponin^  tb^m. 

I  Mn  not  iinntptiHl  by  any  personal  in*ereft^  in  «hift  matter, 
•nU  m  fir  m  my  ronmiiuentft  are  concerned,  i  was  neither  offi- 
cer ntir  private  in  that  service«  nor  neither  have  I  parciia«ed  any 
chums  in  that  service. 

Reftpectrully  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  BELK 
To  Ron.  J  C.  Pglot. 


Tallahaffec.  February  St,  1  *4I. 

DCAU  Sir: — Irncloi^  yiitt  berew  th  two  printed  copien  of 
m%  correspondence  w  tb  <  ol.  brown  ai.d  Mhj.  Garraton.  Give 
one  of  them  to  Gen.  Brown.  For  fnrber  information  1  relVr 
yon  M  my  anmial  nieK»ap(e  for  the  year  1839|  vibichyou  will 
litd  in  the  junrualji  *f  th^tyear. 

At  pHpe  i,  III'  the  ericlOM*f<  pamphlet,  yon  wifl  ffnd  Biowits 
iHter^of  ihe  I  Tib  M  r<4i  and  8ih  of  April,  in  nether  of  wbiHt 
df-e^  he  pre>eifd  tt*  liHvo  had  any  trtnips  att*  e  time  *  f  mnttering 
in  i4*r\ice.  My  order  aniboti^iiitz  him  to  raise  tm<«psy  yon  will 
tfnd  at  p^'ge  6,  da^d  the  1S\h  «^  Aprd,  read  ft  ean/yOw  My 
f»rd»*t  to  dt^hand  them,  yon  will  find  at  pace  t,  dated  SSd  Jmse; 
Von  wW  find  hi*  ackn«»wledpntient  of  the  receipt  \if  that  ortl^ 
on  the  same  p«iprf\  in  which  he  sa\*M  his  men  wtr*  enrolled  tor  4 
B-onths,  unless  so^er  discharged,  but  HUa  *^$ime  &t  lie  cm* 

^nMMP  ^SSv  SNVrS  m^  SS* 
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Ntm  tee  what  time  he  dtims  to  haYt  senred.  Ttm  will  Aq^ 
Oemtons  letters  to  me  on  the  9tb  and  llth  of  April,  M  pag» 
11  and  12.  He  showt  clearly  that  he  hud  no  men  in  service 
ki  those  dates,  and  anked  me  far  an  order  to  raise  a  f  iice.  That 
erder  was  given  on  the  iSth  of  April,  which  you  will  find  ^1 
page  12  and  13.  You  will  perceive  it  contemplated  a  force  to 
be  raised  from  his  battalion,  and  not  the  whole  of  his  battallioo, 
to  be  ordered  into  service. '  My  order  to  disband  these  troo|)s, 
was  given  on  the  23d  of  June,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to 
Col.  Brown  for  his  government,  as  you  will  perceive  from  my 
letter  to  him,  at  page  7.  This  letter  to  Garrasr^n  you  will  find 
a<  page  14.  Even  if  he  had  the  number  ol'  men  he  pretends 
to  have  had,  thev  could  not  have  been  more  iliui  two  months  tn 
service.  NoW  if  the  Council  is  determined  lo  pny  ihcm  for  6 
months  service,  they  must  do  it  on  their  own  respond ibitity  and 
not  on  mine.  You  will  perceive  from  iriy  corresporidence  wIili 
Brown  and  da  rrason,  that  after  receiving  my  order  of  the  13lli 
^nd  15th  of  April,  to  raise  troops,  neither  of  ihem  made  atiy 
report  of  their  proceedings  until  the  12lh  of  Jun?,  when  Garra- 
lon  wrote  me  that  he  had  ordered  the  whole  of  lib  b  itialtinu  in- 
to service.  Immediately  on  die  receipt  of  this  teller,  I  wrote 
him  oil  the  23d  of  June,  (see  page  14)  order! no:  him  to  disband 
his  whole  force.  1  had  then  learned  nothiuEr  Trom  Brown,  but 
presuming  that  he  was  playing  the  same  garnr',  I  enclosed  htm 
a  copy  of^  ray  letter  to  Gjrras'»n,  and  direclt"d  him  to  consider 
It  HS  an  order  directed  to  him,  if  the  same  state  of  things  exis- 
ted in  his  regiment.  (See  my  letter  to  Brown,  dated  23d  of 
June,  at  page  t.)  Both  of  these  letters  we^e  serii  by  Adjn tacit 
Bird,  now  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  Col  Be^^kham,  and 
roust  have  been  received  in  4  '»r  5  days  after  their  d:Ue.  Please 
fchow  this  letter  to  Col.  Dupont  and  Gen.  DuvijK  whh  thn  prin- 
ted correspondence.  If  the  people  of  Middle  ami  We^i  Flori- 
da are  to  be  taxed  to  pay  tha  troops  of  East  Florida,  the  num- 
ber of  men  and  officers,  as  well  as  the  time  they  served,  should 
be  closely  examined  and  fully  ascertained. 

Yours, 


Capt.  Livingston. 


R.  K.  CALL. 


Mabor  I»  184k  ! 

t>EAE  SlR9~I  have  a  dittioct  recollectioo  that  €apl.  Um^ 

Urn  told  me  that  one  of  ^'S  companiea  of  Col«  Browns  regiflMI 

*mM  not  be  paid  for  the  full  ten»  ofatmct^     Ht  aaidtbt 
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tWbUM  Hid  left  OMrTkrrilorisA  aertke  mni  gtme  Ofar  io 

I  «m,  very  rCTpectftiHy,  fee. 

ROBERT  RATHOND^REID^ 
8oih  Ut.  LtflNdsTDN. 


^  tn  coQ^rmatioti  of  ibe  opinion  expressed  in  ray  letter*  to  {he 
iKxecative  of  the  Territory,  dated  20tb  February,  respecting 
tne  claims  of  tbe  troops  under  CoL  R.  Brown  and  Maj.  Isaac 
Clarrason^  for  military  services  rendered  in  1838.  I  request 
ihat  I  may  beMTmitted  to  offer  the  correspondence  between  the 
Oov.  of  the  Territory  and  said  officers,  on  tbe  subject  of  rai- 

!iog  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  of  Alachua  and  Co- 
umbia  counties^   in  tbe  spring  of  1833 ;  as  also  a  letter  from 
General  Call,  and  one  (rom  the  Gt  vernor  of  the  1  erritory. 
ISy  obiect  in  offering  this  correspondence,  is  to  show  on  what 

f  rounds  r  stood,  and  how  far  facts  sustained  me  in  the  opinion 
advanced. 

You  will  perceive  from  this  correspondence  that  on  the  8th  of 
Aprilf  CoK  Brown  writes  the  Governor  from  Newiiansville,  re- 

{guesting  to  be  permitted  to  raise  a  regiment,  I  will  quote  his 
anguage  •  ^*  I  therefore  hope  you  will  order  me  into  the  servico 
with  a  regiment  of  rangers,  tohick  I  am  certain  can  &e  raised  tM" 
mediatefy."  I  have  no  doubt  the  Senate  will  be  astonished 
when  I  ten  them  that  a  full  regiment  is  reported  to  have  been 
IDUStered  into  the  Territorial  service  two  days  previous  to  this, 
(on  6th  of  April^  tbe  day  from  which  all  their  muster  rolls  are 
m«de  ouw 

In  answer  to  this  letter  the  Governor  authorised  Col.  Brown 
to  call  out  a  sufficient  volunteer  force  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontier— I  use  his  words,  **  In  the  exercise  of  the  authority 
with  which  you  are  hereby  invested,  you  will  use  a  sound  dis* 
cretion^  and  call  out  no  larger  force  than  in  your  judgement 
wilt  be  absolutely  necessary  for  defemive  operatiom.^*  Now 
suppose  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  the  Col.  did  think 
h  necessary  to  call  out  a  full  regiment,  how  is  it  possible  for  the 
wholes  or  10  companies  to  date  back  to  the  6th  April,  for  it 
BBOSt  have  taken  4  or  5  days  for  the  order  to  have  reached  him 
and  then  some  4  or  5  days  more  to  rai<eihts  regiment  and  org^« 
niseis,  Whicb  will  bring  the  time  to  23d  April.  There  seems, 
ll»irtvf r,  to  have  been  no  report  made  to  the  Executive  of  the 
■Miber  of  men  razeed  or  die  service  rendered ;  until  the  Qo^ 
r,ki  a  letter  dated  ASd  June,  writes,  ^*  thai  be  hid  ] 
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ti  DO  report  from'hira  with  regard  to  the  nurmber  of  men  in  hb 
feginoent,  and  the  length  of  time  he  may  hare  deemed  it  neces^ 
sary  to  continue  them  in  service.'*  And  at  the  same  time  ordert 
them  discharged  from  the  Territorial  service ;  this  commanica* 
tton,  it  seems,  did  not  reach  its  destination  until  !22d  July,  nU 
thiiagh  sent  by  tlie  Adjutant  of  Maj,  Garrason's  r^ment^ 
Capf.  Bird.  Fwm  these  facts  you  will  perceive  that  it  wouM 
be  impossible  for  Col.  Brown  to  have  had  a  regioaent  in  service 
nnd^r  the  orders  of  the  Governor,  for  a  longer  time  than  threv 
nontlis,  (from  23d  April  to  23J  July.) 

As  respects  the  correspondence  with  Maj.  Garrason,  yoti  wlH 
tee  Ihat  from  Brown*s  letter  of  the  8th  April,  and  Garrason't 
to  the  9th  atid  1 1  th  of  April  that  there  was  no  Territorial 
troops  then  in  service,  but  they  request  that  they  may  be  order* 
ed  into  service  ;  which  order  was  issued  on  15th  April,  at  Tal- 
lahassee. 

The  Governor  in  his  Fetter  of  ISih  April  to  Garrason,  after 
directing  him  to  otkr  his  volunteers  to  the  commanding  General 
and  in  the  event  of  his  refusing  to  receive  a  sufficient  volunteer 
force  to  co-operate  with  the  regular  troops  in  defending  the 
country,  he  said,  in  that  event,  *' you  are  hereby  autliorised  to 
organise  suck  a  force  from  your  battdllion^  under  the  authority 
of  the  Territory.as  will  ^Ive  security  lu  the  frontier  of  Ahichua." 
This  is  the  only  order  Major  Garrason  received  from  the  Gov- 
ernor toraise  troops,  still  bis  muster  rolls  date  back  to  19th  of 
March.  No  rpport  is  made  to  the  Governor  of  the  number  of 
men  raised,  or  what  duty  they  had  performed,  until  12th  June» 
when  he  writes  the  Governor  that  he  had  the  whole  of  his  bat** 
taUion  in  service.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  which  report, 
the  Governor  orders  him  to  discharge  them,  (see  letter  2id 
June)  which  it  seems  the  Major  disregarded  and  continued  tirem 
in  service  until  19th  September. 

From  this  correspondence  it  is  rvident  that  Maj  Crarratait 
did  not  consider  his  battallion  in  the  Territorial  service,  on  the 
lltb  April,  and  that  he  did  not  get  an  order  to  organise  a  force 
Jrom  his  baUattwn^  until  15th  April,  yet  we  find  his  muster  rolls 
bearing  date  from  19(h  March,  to  the  19th  of  September,  con^ 
timing  them  in  service  some  three  months  after  he  was  ordered 
to  discharge  them. 

Are  not  these  facts  something  on  which  a  man  might,  very 
rationally,  form  an  opinion,  that  all  was  not  rig^t.^  The  con* 
clnsioa  which  every  mint)  arould  come  to  after  reading  this  cor- 
respondence is  this;  that  the  commanding  officers  of  the  regt. 
raent  and  battallion*  dt^liberately  wished  to  deceive  the  Govrrii* 
or,  knowing  tttathe  would  not  allow,  such  a  large  force  kept  in 
aemct,  or  that  they  never  had  the  number  of  ineo  ibr  Which 
thif  cbim  pty»  mgohrly  organised 
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from  the  letttr  of  Go?.  Reid,  it  is  evident  that  other  pertoif 
doubted  the  propriety  of  paying  all  the  command  of  Col. 
Brown,  as  one  company  left  and  went  over  to  Georgia,  whicli  ^ 
folly  sustain  ray  assertion  respecting  Capi.  Bryants  company. 

I  did  not,  in  my  communicaiion  to  the  Executive,  make  any 
personal  allusions,  alihvugb  I,  perhaps,  ought  to  have  done  so, 
«s  1  knew  that  two  of  ilie  Captains  in  Browus  regiment,  had 
left  the  country,  charged  with  having  committed  frauds  on  the 
Government,  I  therefore  did  not  put  much  confidence  in  their 
certificates,  others  of  ihat  command  I  hold  in  the  highest  estima* 
tion,  and  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  they  did  good  and  effi- 
cient service,  and  for  that  reason  I  was  anxious  to  have  their 
claims  put  in  a  proper  train  for  collection,  for  I  am  confident, 
they  never  can  nor  never  will  be  paid  either  by  the  Executive  of 
this  Territory  or  the  Unitea  Stales,  on  the  application  of  their 
agents  with  the  muster  rolls  and  pay  rolls  as  thev  are  now  made 
out,  claiming  the  full  amount  by  power  of  Attorney — not  know- 
ing whether  all  the  men  are  alive,  or  whether  some  of  them  have 
cot  moved  away,  and  perhaps  some  run  away.  [  am  sustained 
in  this  last  assertion  by  the  Senator  from  the  £ast,  who  argtie^ 
**  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  have  a  correct  muster  now^  as 
some  of  the  men  were  dead  and  others  had  moved  away,  fac.*^ 
Do  not  their  powers  of  attorney  die  with  them  ? 

I  will  here  remark  that  an  expression  in  my  letter,  in  speaking 
of  the  time  I  saw  Capj.  North,  I  use  the  expression  shortly  at 
ler  tliattime,  (say  20th  June)  Capt  North  was  received  into  the 
United  States  service,  and  I  do  not  mean  that  Capt  North  went 
into  the  United  States  service  about  20lli  June,  but  that  it  was 
the  20th  June  when  I  caw  him  ;  the  sense  of  which  is  evident 
from  otJier  parts  of  my  letter. 

]n  answer  to  Maj..  Taylors  letter,  I  can  only  say  that  I  did 
not  claim  to  have  the  command  of  the  expedition  to  the  Okefe- 
Boke  swamp  ;  but  I  do  say  I  was  ordered  by  Maj.  Dearborn, 
io  proceed  to  the  swamp,  l^c,  and  that  Maj.  Taylor  arrived  at 
my  camp  the  evening  before  I  was  to  start  after  I  had  made  att 
necessary  preparation  to  start,  and  that  the  requisition  on  M^r 
Jones  at  Charles'  Ferry,  for  f<jrage  and  subsistence  for  tW* 
iroopsy  was  made  by  me,  and  I  had  to  account  for  them.  I  al 
therefore  of  the  opinion  that  Maj.  Taylor  mistook  the  roeanijT 
of  my  letter,  if  he  saw  it,  or  else  he  merely  answered  a  qi| 
lion  put  to  him  by  Maj.  Cooper.  Ar., 

My  letter  is  itselt  an  answer  to  Capt.  Birds  letter,  as  IjtomJt^ 
Bo  charges  against,  or  opinion  of  the  bafttallion  of  which- Ae  wti' 
Adjutant. 

M.  C.  LIVINGSTON/ 

March  2d»  1841. 
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A  JTOVRNAIi 

Cfthe  Hom$of  Ripre$eirtali9e$^  &f  (he  UgidaUm  Ccunea 
of  the  Territmy  cf  Florida, atvumneteinik  SesmoH  there^ 
of.ksU  aitke  Capitol,  in  ike  CiN  of  TaUaka$m,  hegi^ 
^ingonth^Alk da^f  of  Jamary,  A.  D.  1841. 


Monday,  January  4, 1841. 
The  following  Members  appeared  and  took  their  leatr,  fia: 
From  JSacofRMo-^Charks  Evans. 
•<     WaMngUn^  -Wm.  Miiler. 
''    Jadbofi— Elijah  Bryan  and  Tbo«»  M.  Bosh. 
>  **    CMoun—T.  W.  Gautier,  Jr. 
<«    Franklim    R.  Myers* 
<<     GadtdenS.  B.  Stephens  and  S.  Sadbnry. 
^*    Leofi— Thomas  Brown,  J.  W.  Banoermant  A*  F* 
Duval  and  Joseph  Branch. 

<'    Jeferson-^Wm.  D*  Mosely. 
"     CofawJio— Wm.  Cone. 
''    Si.  JaJbia— Buckingham  Sn^. 
**    Jfienroe— Joseph  EkaardL 
M    i)iN2»— Teasple  Penu 
On  motion,  Mr.  Brown,  of  Leon,  was  called  to  the  chair. 
There  being  no  qaomro,  the  Hoose  adjoomed  till  lo-alor» 
row  12  o'clock. 


TuBflDAT,  Janoaiy  6th,  1841. 
The  Honse  met  pmrsoaat  to  acgoarooMnt,  and  on  aolioDt 
adjoomed  till  to-morrow  13  o'clock. 

WBDNpBDAT,  JanMry  6tk,  1841. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoammeatf  aad,  cm  mutaOf 
1  until  to-morrow  It  o^cloek. 
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^.TmsDAY^  January  7th,  1841. 

ihe  ki^nx^tnet  pyrsii^nt  to  adjournment,  and  proci^eded  to 
call  the  roll;  twenty  one  members  answered  to  their  names. 

On  the  announcement  being  made  that  a  quorum  was  present, 
Mr.  Duval  moved,  that  the  members  present,  do  now  proceed 
to  take  the  oath  of  qualification,  preparatory  to  th^  organisa- 
tion of  the  House;  which  motion  prevailed. 

The  roil  was  then  called,  and  the  following  members  came 
forward  and  took  the  oath  of  office  before  his  Honor  Judge 
Allen. 

From  ihe  county  of  JIfimroe.— Joseph  Ekuardi. 
"  *•         Da&— Temple  Pent. 

"  "•        St  Johns — Buckingham  Smith. 

"  "        Nassau— J.  L.  Thigpen. 

**  "         Cdumbia—yim.  Cone. 

"  "         Madison — Lucius  Church. 

"        Jefferson — ^Wm.  D.   Mosely   and  Jno. 


L.  Taylor, 
man,  i 
bury. 


"         Leon — ^Thos.  Brown,  J.   W.  Banner, 
man,  A.  F.  Duval,  and  Joseph  Branch. 

*•         Gadsden— S.  B.  Stephens,  and  S.  Sad- 

"         Calhoun— F'  W.  Gautier,  Jr. 
"  **         Franklin — Robert  Myers. 

"  "         Jiidwoii— Elijah  Bryan  and  Thos.  M. 

Bush. 

"  "         Washington— VfauMiWer. 

"  **        Escambia — Henry  A.  Nunb  and  Chas. 

Evans. 

Mr.  Smith  then  moved  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn  un- 
til Monday  next. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Myers  moved  that  the  House  go  into  the  election  of 
Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duval,  Mr.  Wm.  D.  Mosely  took  the 
Chair  after  the  swearing  in  of  the  Members. 

A  petition  was  tiien  read  from  Mr.  Kenneth  Bembry,  ad- 
dressed to  the  House,  claiming  to  have  been  duly  elected  a 
member  from  Leon  county,  and  that  the  Governor  had  return- 
ed Mr.  Branch,  who  had  appeared,  been  sworn  and  took  his 
seat,  and  who,  as  petitioner  asserted,  was  not  entitled  to  bis 
seat. 

Mr.  Duval  moved  that  the  petitioner  be  permitted  to  appear 
by  counsel,  and  be  heard  'vo  support  of  the  claims  set  forth  in 
bii  petition;  which  motion  was  Ictst. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  a  commttee 
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of  the  whole  House,  and  that  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  daj. 
for  to-morrow  ;  whicli  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Myers  renewed  his  motion  to  g.o  into  the  election  of 
Speaker ;  which  was  carried. 

On  the  first  balloting  it  appeared  that  Mr:  Brown  received 
9  votes,  Mr.  Gautier  10,  scattering  1. 

On  the  second,  Mr.  Brown  received  8  votes,  Mr.  Gautier 
10,  scattering  2. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  12  o^dock. 


Friday,  January  8th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  a  quorum  being 
present,  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read,  and 
after  sundry  corrections,  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Stephens  moved  that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the 
election  of  a  Clerk.  Tbe  Chairman  decided  that  his  motion 
was  not  in  order,  from  which  decision  an  appeal  was  taken  to 
the  House.     The  opinion  of  the  Chairman  was  sustained. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nunis,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Speaker.  Upon  counting  the  ballots  it  appeared 
that  Peter  W.  Gautier,  .Ir.  Esqr.  was  duly  elected.  He  was 
then  conducted  to  the  Chair  by  Messrs  Duval  and  Myers; 
whereupon  he  returned  his  thanks  to  the  House  for  the  honor 
conferred  upon  him,  in  an  eloquent  and  appropriate  address. 

J.imes  H  Gibson  was  duly  elected  Clerk  of  this  House. 

Geo.  W.  P«rker  was  duly  elected  Clerk  Assistant. 

Henry  T.  Copeland  was  duly  elected  Sergeanl-at-Anms. 

The  Senate  transmitted  the  following  message  to  the  House, 
viz: 

Senate  Chamber, 

January  8th,  1841. 

Resolved  by  the  SenaiCy  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  that  it  is  now  organized  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  business. 

Passed  by  the  Senate,  January  8,  1841. 

*       '        J,  S.  ROBINSON,  Secy  of  Senate. 

Michael  Led  with  was  duly  elected  Door-Keeper. 

The  Clerk,  the  Clerk  Assistant,  Sergeant-at  Arms  and 
Doorkeeper,  severally  took  the  oaths  of  their  offices. 

On  motion^of  Mr  Myers,  the  Sergeant-at- Arms  was  direct- 
ed to  provide  seau  for  such  of  the  Florida  Editors,  as  may  be 
desirous  of  reporting  the  proceedings  of  this  House. 
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On  modon  of  Mr  Mosely,  the  rules  of  the  last  session  of 
the  House,  were  adopted  for  the  government  of^thb  House, 
until  other  rules  shall  have  been  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  the  petition  of  Kenneth  Bembry 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
postpotaed  until  Monday  next* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  a  message  was  transmitted  to  die 
Senate,  informing  that  body  that  this  House  is  now  organised 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Fivans  offered  the  following  resolution,  vix : 

Reiolvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Territory,  beTreques- 
ted  to  furnish  to  each  member  of  this  House,  a  <-opy  of  DuvaPg 
Compilation  of  the  Laws  of  Florida,  and  also  a  copy  of  the 
laws  past  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislative  Council;  also 
copies  of  the  organic  laws. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  12  o'clock. 


Monday,  January  11th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  a  quorum  being 
present,  the  journal  of  last  Friday's  proceedings  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  McAinnon,  member  elect 
from  Walton  county,  and  Mr.  D.  Bell,  member  elect  from 
Hamilton  county,  were  sworn  as  members  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thigpen,  Mr.  Gabriel  Priest,  member 
elect  from  Duval  county,  and  Mr.  John  M.  Foniane,  member 
elect  from  St.  Joi  n's  county,  were  sworn  as  members  of  this 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  a  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate, 
informing  them  that  this  House  had  appointed  Messrs.  Brown, 
Mosely  and  Stephens,  a  committee  to  co-operate  with  a  com- 
mittee from  the  Senate,  to  draA  jaint  rules  for  the  government 
of  the  two  bodies. 

Mr.  Myers  gave  notice,  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  r^ulate 
the  Banks  of  Florida,  and  to  compel  their  resumption  of  specie 
payments. 

The  Senate  transmitted  a  message  to  the  House,  informing  it 
that  they  had  appointed  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Livingston  a  com- 
mittee to  act  with  a  committee  of  the  House,  in  informing  the 
Governor  that  the  two  Houses  were  organisf  d,  and  now  reudy 
to  receive  any  communication  which  he  might  have  to  make. 

The  House,  upon  reception  of  the  message,  appointed 
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Metsri.  Nuais  and  Bush  to  act  with  the  committee  from  the 
Senate,  and  informed  the  Senate  of  that  fact  by  a  message. 

The  Senate  transmitted  another  communication  to  the  House, 
iafc>rming  it  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  proposition  of  the 
Hoase,  to  appoint  a  joint  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  draft- 
ing rules,  and  that  they  had  appointed  Messrs.  Srockeubrough, 
Dn  Pont  and  Waker  on  their  part ; 

Also,  that  they  had  adopted  the  joint  rules  of  last  session,  un- 
til altered  by  joint  action  of  both  houses ; 

Whereupon  the  House  also  adopted  said  joint  rules,  and  in- 
formed the  Senate  thereof  by  message. 

Mr.  Elsuardi  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution : 

J7^rea#,  official  information  has  been  received  of  the  capture 
of  a  band  of  Indian  outlaws,  in  the  everglades,  by  Lieut.  Col. 
Harney,  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  and  of  the  instant 
execution  of  the  males  and  warriors  of  said  band :  And  whereas^ 
ssch  a  course  is  jusnfied  by  the  faithless  and  murderous  con- 
duct of  the  enemy,  who  have  forfeited  all  claims  to  the  usages 
of  civilized  warfare .  And  whereas^  instant  and  sanguinary  pun- 
ishment to  the  Seminole,  is  the  herald  of  peace  and  humanity  to 
the  white  man. 

We  thei^fore,  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Florida,  in 
their  name,  and  in  behalf  of  this  outraged  and  bleeding  Terri- 
tory, do  approve,  and  tender  to  Col.  Harney  our  thanks,  for  his 
1>rompt,  bold,  and  exemplary  execution  of  the  mak  savages, 
ately  captured  by  him  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  in 
die  everglades  of  Florida. 

Resolved^  Juriherj  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  signed  by 
the  proper  officers  of  this  House,  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Honorable  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 


Tbc  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  pcti- 
tfoB  of  Kenneth  Bembry,  Mr.  Stephens  in  the  Chair:  After 
some  time  spent  in  coosideration  thereof,  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again— -which  report 
was  concurred  ha. 

Mr;  Nunis,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Governor,  reported  that  the  committee  had  performed  the  duty 
assigned  it;  and  that  the  Governor  had  declared  his  readiness  to 
conuDunicate  to  the  House  inmiediately — which  report  was 
•greed  to. 

The  Governor  transmitted  to  the  House  the  following  mes- 
Mig«: 
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FMm  CUUmu  #f  the  L€guUiim  Council  of  Florida  :^ 

I  congratulate  yoa  upon  your  occupation  of  the  new  CapitoL 
The  Ghnmbers  appropriated  for  your  use  are  unfinished — but  when 
the  progress  made  in  the  work«  at  the  conclusion  of  the  lai<t  session 
It  remembered,  and  also  the  difficulty  of  procuring  workmeu  during 
a  very  sickly  season,  it  is  even  surprising,  that  the  buildiDf  should 
have  advanced  to  its  present  condition.  When  the  Legislutura 
•hall  again  convene  in  annual  sessioHi  there  is  every  reason  to 
expect,  that  both  the  capitol  and  the  public  square,  will  exhibit  *a 
spectacle,  very  different  from  the  incompleteness  and  disorder,  by 
which  they  are  now  characterized. 

The  Indian  war  still  continues — and  it  Is  a  very  unpleasaot  duty 
te  add,  there  is  no  immediate  pi  aspect  of  its  close.  Rumors  have, 
it  is  true,  rearh«*d  this  n\y^  of  the  8*jrr«*nder  ofa  number  of  warriors 
and  their  f»tmilies,  at  Tampa  anl  other  posts,  to  the  Gen<*ral  com«> 
man<fing  ihe  armv  of  the  U  S.  in  Floiida,  and  hope  gladly  seises  upoa 
th-i  rfport,Bnd  looks  an zioui^ly  for  peace;  but  a  massacre  at  the  S«iuth, 
in  which  an  amiable  lady,the  wife  of  Lieut.Montgomery,or  the  U.S. 
armir,ii«  said  to  have  been  killed,affords  other  and  gloomy  forebodings. 
The  Indian  U  like  the  Carthaginian  faith  of  old ;  and  experience 
teaches  us,  when  their  promises  are  moat  fair,  the  Seminoles  are 
Bosl  faithless.  Still,  negotiation  should  be  resorted  to,  whenever 
praciirable,  as  one  of  the  probable  modes  of  lending  to  a  termination 
of  hostilities;  provided,  it  be  not  accomp-inied  by  a  cessation  of 
arms.  My  tinlemii  convietion  remains  unchanged,  that  it  is  only  by 
incessant  and  hot  pursuit,  that  such  a  state  of  suspense,  disquietNde, 
and  alarm,  will  be  produced,  as  to  bring  the  Indians  to  uncondition* 
al  submission.  The  late  exploit  of  the  gallant^Colooel  Harney,  is 
well  calculated  to  intimidate,  and  incline  them  to  abaodoo  their 
barbarous  resistance. 

It  is  said  to  be  the  expectation  of  those  of  the  enemy,  who  have 
lately  held  intercourse  with  our  officers,  that  the  General  Govern- 
aent  will  allow  them  to  occupy  a  poKion  of  Territory  far  down  in 
the  Peniupnla.  It  is  hoped,  no  ground  has  been  afforded  for  such  a 
belief.  The  dark  drama  of  perfidy  and  slaughter,  presented,  a(\er 
a  recent  treaty,  upoa  the  Carloosahatchie,  would  most  probably  be 
repeated  ;  but  if  the  Indians  remained  quiet,  our  people  would  not 
be  content.  Ttiere  is  blood  upon  toq  many  hearlhs^ones^too 
many  comfortable  homes  have  been  made  desolate — the  citizens  of 
of  Florida  caimot  forget,  if  they  would ;  and  remembeiing,  they 
will  never  tolerate  the  neighborhood  of  such  fiends.  Besides,  e 
treaty  upon  such  a  basis,  would  be  a  mere  truce,  kdti  the  com« 
pacta  they  have  made  and  violated,  the  Indians  have  no  claim  to 
fat  or  or  consideration  from  the  United  States  Government,  whieli 
is  bound  not  only  to  chastise  their  misdeeds,  but  its  honor  is  eon* 
cemed  in  their  speedy  and  ectire  removal  to  the  West.  Shall  it 
appear  hereafter  in  eur  annals,  that  this  great  nation  was  foiled  and 
forced  from  its  purposes,  by  a  few  savages,  who,  after  spreadio| 
terror  throagh  an  extenaive  proviaee,  for  several  years,  dictatae 
their  ewe  terns,  and  constrained  us  to  a  humiliating  acquiescence 
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fn  them  ?    The  pride  and  dignity  of  the  couatry  would  turn  widi 
disgust  froDi  such  a  record  !     « 

Upon  coming  into  office  I  was  .struck  with  the  defenceless  situa* 
tion  of  the  country  and  iho  growing  audacity  of  the  enemy  ;and  very 
soon  perocived,  the  interposiiion  of  the  Territorial  authority  was 
necessary Nfor  the  protection  of  the  settlcmcins,  along  a  line  ex- 
tending from  St.  Andrews  Bay  to  St.  Augustine.  The  naeans 
within  my  control  were  very  limited — but  the  determinatien  was 
formed  to  exert  them  to  the  utmost.  Relying  upon  the  Justice  of 
tbe  General  Government  to  sustain  what  should  be  done  to  prevent 
the  incursions  of  tho  enemy,  and  tiie  horrois  that  ever  accompany 
them — ibe  Executive  proceeded,  under  several  Acts  of  the  Legis- 
lative  Council,  to  borrow  money  and  raise  such  a  force  as  was  re- 
quired, by  the  object  in  view.  There  was  no  dlfiicuhy  in  obtaining 
4be  service  of  volunteers — a  patrioiic  and  valorous  spirit  urged  more 
men  into  the  field,  than  could  bo  accp|)ted,  and  instead  of  Six  hun- 
dred men  to  which  the  force  on  tliis  j^ido  iho  Suwannee  amounted^as 
many  thousand  might  have  been  easily  obtained.  Tho  volunteers 
brought  into  service  and  otRcered  under  existing  Territorial  Laws, 
were  tendered  to  the  U.  Siattis  General  then  in  command,  under 
the  hope  they  would  be  received  by  him,  and  the  Territory  released 
from  the  trouble  and  expence  of  retaining  such  a  force.  The  Gen- 
eral declined,  however,  to  accept  them,  and  it  then  became  a  ques^ 
lion  of  deep  solicitude  wuh  me — whether  they  should  not  be  im- 
mediately discharged,  and  a  sole  reliance  placed  upon  the  military 
operations  of  the  United  Slates 'J  Advice  and  counsel  were  re- 
sorted to,  from  those  who  belter  understood  the  geography  of  the 
country  and  were  better  acquainted  with  the  exposed  situation  of 
Ihe  settlements  than  myselr",  and  the  conviction  was  forced  upoo 
me,  that  if  the  militia  were  di.scharged,  the  country  would  beat^th^ 
merey  of  the  enemy.  The  war  of  posts  then  carrying  on,  bad  pro^ 
duced  no  good  result,  and  il  was  obvious,  under  that  system,  more 
men  were  required  to  keep  the  Indians  in  check*  than  the  Army  of 
4be  United  States  and  the  Militia  of  the  Territory  cOuld  furnisb. 
The  six  hundred  men  were  retained  thororore,on  this  side  of  the  Su« 
wannee — and  though  the  Indians  made  their  appearance  somelimea 
OR  the  frontier,  and  lives  and  property  were  lost,  yet  it  is  cenfi- 
dentl)  believed  theie  has  been  less  of  murder  and  devastation  ivt 
•the  last  12  months,  than  has  occurred  du|ifig  any  one  year,  sinoe 
the  commencement  of  the  war.  This  assertion  is  not  made  in  an 
ttrrogaot  and  self-sufficient  spirit ;  the  credit  is  due  to  Col.  Bailey 
-who  commanded  the  forces  ;  to  Colonel  Blackburn — the  brave  of-« 
ficers  and  men  who  served  under  them — and  to  tbe  indefatigable 
^od  energetic  Colonel  Collins,  who  occupied  the  head  of  the  QuaK- 
terooasters  Department.  For  nearly  eight  months,  these  Trqops 
were  employed  in  guarding  tbe  persons  and  property  of  our  citizeiiSi 
•or  in  pursuing  tbe  enemy,  and  the  hardships  they  endured  without 
murmuring,  the  Indians  captured  and  slain,  ai^d  the  camps  broken 
up  and  destroyed,  stamp  upon  them  a  character  for  fidelity,,  valor 
.aod  subordination,  such  as  aoy  volunteers,  in  any  oouotry,  might  l»e. 
I^roud  to  &ear«     It  soon  became  obvious  that  the  Eastero  Dialnct 
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m&^i^i  «  proiectioBt  which  owinf  to  the  expntlui  of  onltoUDeDlt 
tnd  of  the  term  of  tenrico  of  a  Regimont  of  V'^luntaers.could  not  he 
tffi>rded  by  tho  Regular  Arnij.  The  Commanding  General  called 
apon  the  Esceeutive  for  five  companies  of  footmen— ordera  were 
kaued  to  the  proper  officeiv  to  caone  them  to  be  leried^-but  it  waa 
knpractteable ;  tboT  coold  not  be  obtained  by  t oluntary  enlistmeot, 
and  a  drafl  would  hare  been  fblluwed  by  inntricable  emharrai«<* 
meets.  Four  companiei  of  HorteaaeB  were  therefore  ordered  into 
die  Territorial  Service  ;  tuo  of  them  West  of  the  St.  Johns,  and 
two  Btast  of  that  RiTor.  There  was  some  dtficulty  in  keepi«ig  up 
this  force,  from  the  want  of  funds— for  the  Loans  to  the  Territory 
had«  with  the  exception  of  a  single  drafk  npon  the  North,  been  in  U« 
oion  money,  which  is  almost  valueless  in  East  Florida.^  Thene  mea« 
auras  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  tay,  have  been  approved  by  the  8ee« 
retary  at  War,  aho  at  first  ordered  a  Regiment  of  Tolunteera  into 
the  Senrice  of  the  United  States,  and  subaequently  a  Brignde,  re« 
ceiving  the  Territorial  Troops  aa  a  portion  of  the  same,  and  giving 
me  asaurance*,  that  theae  should  receive  pay  from  the  tim«)  of  enter- 
ing  the  Territorial  Seivic^e,  and  that  the  jo4t  claims  of  our  citinoa 
for  forage  and  suhstatence,  would  be  allowed  by  the  Department. 
At  this  moment,  these  pledges  are  in  the  course  of  fuUilment ;  Of* 
fkera  of  the  Army  are  in  Middle  and  East  Florida  collecting  the 
claims  and  putting  them  io  a  train  for  psyraent,  and  it  ia  not  coa« 
aidered  auestiooable,  that  our  troops  will  be  paid  for  their  services, 
and  the  debt  contracted  to  support  the  war  by  the  Biecutive,  dis- 
charged, both  principal  and  interest.  It  was  with  returtance,  a  re 
sort  was  had  to  the  mode  of  raising  oBoney  by  BoimIs,  btit  there  was 
no  alternative— 4be  atatute  prescribed  the  security  tti  be  given,  and 
a  aiern  necessity  n-aoired  the  money.  There  is  a  wide  dlff-renee 
between  Bonds  for  the  defence  of  the  People*,  and  Bond4  in  aid  of 
Honeyed  Corporationa.  1  thought  then,  aa  I  think  now— the  coun- 
try must  be  defended,  and  forma  and  even  Doetrlnea  ure  bat  a 
M  feather  in  the  acale,**  when  weighed  against  imminent  danaer  to 
the  lives  and  property  of  our  citixens.  it  is  a  source  of  gratifieatioii 
to  know,  that  up  to  the  mom<fnt  when  the  Territorial  Troops  were 
transfei  red  to  the  United  States  Service,  every  thing  had  beendoooi 
that  could  be  done  by  tho  Executive,  to  defend  and  protect  the  pe(K 

aof  Florida.  And  every  thing  is  now  doing,-*-the  Brigade  80« 
>  Brigadier-Ckneral  Read,  will  K  is  supposed,  soon  be  in  a  etate 
-c  perfect  organiiation,  and  the  Army  under  (General  Armisiead,  is 
teborted  to  be  eniaged  in  an  active  warfare  against  the  enemy.  The 
foheme  of  jmsCs  is  understood  to  be  abandoned,  except  as  Depeit 
and  places  of  refuge  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  itfmmei  and 
^mme  operations,  are  ia  a  great  degree  wisdy  separated,  and  pta« 
ced  in  diferent  hnnds.  It  seema  to  me,  however-^at  these  aarvi- 
eos  should  be  dhfiftar  iMmei  -to  the  militia  of  the  country,  its 
defbnco  should  be  entmsied— while  to  a  atrong  army,  composed  of 
Kegoiers  and  Toluntoera,  ahould  be  given  in  cbaige,  the  pursuit, 
eaptore  and  destruction  of  the  Indians.  Under  the  present  plan, 
the  service,  so  Ar  as  the  vokmteers  are  concerned,  might  t>a  reo« 
derad  wiora  sdlcient»  bf  providing  it  with  a  Commi$mrm  and  Sur^ 
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gieal  D«partai6tt  of  tte  own ;  by  •jKlMdisg  ikt  tern  of  Sonrtco  to 
13  mootbt  or  during  ibo  war,  and  by  tho  iDulti|ilkaUoo  yTmiiiiterinf 
officorat  te  be  posted  at  eonveoknt  poakioot.  The  lorro  of  oolkt* 
noni  boiiif  only  Uureo  anontha,  a  Regimant,  or  Brigade  ia  acaree^ 
HI  aenrioe«  before  it  ia  discharged^  mod  Yeiatiooa  and  delaya  occur 
in  RMiftertng  in,  and  out  of  aenrice.  Indeed,  conaidertng  the  na« 
tore  of  tlie  itnq[gle  in  wbich  we  are  involved ;— (  one  moch  a^ire 
•rduooa,  though  the  numbera  we  have  to  conteod  wiih  are  compar. 
atively  few«  than  if  we  were  warring  agakiat  hoatt  of  civiUied  mens) 
the  Federal  Gov^^rnaMnt  weuld  nK>re  eertainir  command  succeaa, 
hy  increaaing  the  pay  of  the  Army  ef  Florida  and  by  eiering  m 
bounty  in  Lands  to  bolb  oikers  and  men,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
war.  It  also  appears  to  me,ihat  aome  plan  should  be  formed  for  the 
aelilement  of  the  country ;— lands  m%fat  be  given  to  those  who  wiU 
occupy  them,  and  associations  for  this  purpose,  furnished  with  arnm 
•nd  rationa  bv  the  Government  until  their  khors  can  obtein  from 
the  soil,  a  sufficient  sapport,  to  enable  them  to  ciiapense  with  the 
Inst.  Money  should  not  be  an  object*  in  comparison  with  the  atiso* 
lute  necessity  of  subduing  and  removing  the  savages,— -to  effect 
which,  tlie  United  States  are  bound  by  every  obligation  which  their 
own  Honor,  and  Justice  te  this  unfortunate  Territory,  can  impose* 

1/Vith  the  view  of  making  it  useful  in  the  present  war,  an  attempt 
has  been  made  to  organize  the  Militia;  the  orders  for  that  purpoae 
accompanying  this  Message.  I  regret  to  aay  hut  little  has  been 
done,  in  compliance  with  them.  Perhapa  the  diatractions  and  em^ 
barrassments  belonging  to  the  tiatiea.  have  interfered  to  prevent  the 
pro|>er  action,  on  the  part  of  the  offirers  commanding  tlie  Militiai— 
but  my  efforts  shall  not  be  relaied — Florida  it  is  cedent,  from  her 
poHition  upon  the  map  of  the  United  States,  requires,  more  than 
any  other  portion  of  the  Union,  an  .effective  Militia.  In  foreign 
Wars  «(he  will  be  easily  assailed  from  wtAonl— and  ahould  the  Abo* 
iitionisti*  continue  to  entertHin  their  vile  visions  and  press  their  sa« 
Gftlogious  achemei— ahe  will  be  most  vulnerable  istfUl*  Any  a« 
nendmnnt  of  the  Miliiie  Liws  by  you,  will  be  heurtily  concurred 
in  hy  me ;—  it  seems  to  me  that  auch  Lawa  should  be  clear,  ei^licit 
and  practicable ; — the  perplexity  of  detaila,  aome  timea  defeats  the 
HKMt  salutary  meaaures. 

There  is  abundant  authority  in  the  exiating  Laws,  to  enable  the 
Executive  and  even  subordinate  officers,  to  call  out  the  Militia  in 
casea  of  emergency,  and  this  authority  has  been  aSveral  times  exer- 
ciaed  by  me.  Upon  a  late  occaaion  in  East  Florida,  when  the  voK 
anteers  were  engaged  in  a  distent  scout,  and  CoaaooeAee  and  hia 
banditti  murdered  several  United  Stetes  soldiers  and  aacked  a  plan^ 
faiion  within  two  miles  oi'  the  most  ancient  city  of  the  Union— 
Brigadter.Oeneral  Heinandes  waa  ordered  to  bring  the  Militia  inte 
the  field — before  the  order  could  be  complied  wit£  the  Telunteofa 
retomed,the  Indians  departed  and  it  was  countermanded.  WhoO* 
ever  .he  necesitity  exists,  I  shall  not  fail  te  call  upon  the  poople  ia 
piote  ct  thmaelves— with  the  full  belief  that  the  Oenard  6over»» 
moot  win  support  me  in  every  amnanre|Mropertebo  resorted  li»  Ai 
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Oar  settlements  are  scattered — it  is  impossible  to  place  an  armeii  ' 
force  at  every  man'^  door.  Citizens  wiio  select  remote  and  exposed 
situations,  must  endei^vor  to  protect  themselves.  This  can  only  be 
done  by  supplying  themsftlves  with  arms  and  using  them  fearlessly, 
when  a  crisis  arrives.  It  is  known  by  experience,  that  one  determi- 
ned man  can  defend  himself,  from  a  bouse,  against  many  Indians. 
There  is  another  defence  which  is  too  often  neglected.  Xhe  lo- 
dians  em])oldened  by  their  good  fortune,  not  only  attack  houses  in 
solitary  places,  but  often  appear  in  thickly  settled  neighborhood*; 
every  Homestead  should  be  in  fact,  a  castle«-and  palisadeasor  pick- 
ets be  thrown  around  every  dwelling.  Carefuhiess  and  a  cautious 
preparation  would  prevent  many  a  massacre  by  the  enemy. 

Injustice  would  be  done  to  my  own  feelings,  and  to  the  truth  of 
the  case,  were  I  not  to  say,  that  since  I  have  been  in  office,  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  .Secretary  of  War,  have 
manifested  every  disposition  to  promote  and  advance  the  interests 
of  this  Territory  ; — especially  has  the  war  with  the  Indiars  been  a 
subject  of  deep  concern  with  them.  It  is  very  easy  to  complain 
of  those  in  authority,  and  to  'heap  obloquy  and  reproach  upon 
the  army  of  the  United  States;  but,  fault  finding  is  often  errone- 
Ods,  and  the  accusations  of  malice  and  invective  any  thing  but 
truth.  If  the  administration  has  at  any  time  erred,  it  ie  because  its 
agents  upon  the  spot,  have  been  wanting  in  soundness  of  judgment, 
and  conveyed  toil  injudicious  speculations  ;  if  the  army  has  been  at 
any  time  remiss,  it  is  because  opportunities  have  not  been  afforded 
of  proving  how  deeply  it  is  imbued  with  patriotism  and  the  love  of 
glory.  Of  both  regulars  and  volunteers,  now  in  the  field,  it  is  but 
justice  to  say,  they  appear  to  be  most  anxious  to  perform  their  duly, 
and  to  do  good  service  to  this  country  in  her  "  bitter  day:" 

My  own  accounts  of  money  borrowed  and  disbursed,  are  in  a 
state  of  forwardness,  and  will  soon  be  submitted  to  you  ;  it  is  believ. 
ed  they  will  be  found  entirely  correct.  The  Executive  is  proudly 
conscious  of  a  steadfast  zeal  to  perform  its  duty  to  the  U.  S^  and  to 
the  people  of  Florida — it  may  not  have  poss^^ssed  the  ability  to  carry 
out  its  wishes  ;  but  public  calamity,  and  domestic  affliction,  have 
not  been  permitted  to  interfere  with  incessant  efforts  to  shield  the 
country  from  a  ruthless  foe,  and  to  advance  its  prosperity. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  currency  of  the  Territory  remains  in 
in  an  unsound  state.  The  bills  of  the  three  banks  now  in  operation, 
are  much  depreciated  ;  serious  doubts  are  entertained  of  the  solvent 
cy  of  two  of  them,  while  the  Union  Bank  is  embarrassed,  and  unable 
to  resume  specie  payments.  Every  portion  of  the  country  is  suf- 
fering, and  the  Middle  District,  perhaps,  more  than  all.  It  is  true, 
this  District  is  wealthy,  but  of  what  avail  are  houses,  plantations  and 
slaves,  when  debt  han^s  like  a  cloud  over  them  ;  when  specie  has 
disappeared,  and  exchange  gone  up  to  a  high  rate ;  when  the  Court 
dockets  are  thronged  witlvsuits,  and  if  brought  under  the  hammer, 
property  must  be  sacrificed,  and  a  constitutional  currency  cannot  be 
procured  to  purchase  it  ;  when  the  necessaries,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  luxuries  of  life,  are  veoding^at  enormous  prices,  and  the  appre^ 
ciation  of  the  principal  staple  of  the  f»)tintry«  is,  «f  necessity,  added 
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'  by'the  merchant  to  tbe  price  of  his  good^^  and  bears  with  a  heavy 
weight  upon  the  planting  intei est?  Who  would  not  prefer  *^  the 
hand  full  in  quietness,"  to  both  hands  full,  with  such  ^*  sorrow  and 
vexation  of  spirit  1"  If  this  young  and  blooming  Territory  had  nevei 
chartered  a  Bank,  the  evils  under  which  she  at  present  labors,  had 
piobably  been  avoided.  Such  are  the  attractions  of  Florida,  capi* 
tal  would  have  found  its  way  hither — the  march  to  wealth  might 
have  been  slow — but  it  would  have  be^n  sure,  and  the  object  wbeo 
attained  not  glittering  and  hollow,  but  sound  and  substantiaJ.  But 
the  policy  of  the  Territory  has  been  otherwise;  there  seems  to  have 
existed  a  passion  for  corporations;  Banks  were  sown  broadcast  thro' 
the  Land  ;  repeated  failures  served  but  to  whet  the  appetite  for 
other  Institutions  ;  and  mismanagement,  extensive  and  imprudent 
issues,  and  a  sole  reliance  upon  credit  have  brought  us  to  the  con- 
dition in  which  we  now  are,  and  ^hich  all  must  deplore.  The 
Banks  however  are  here — the  Legislation  of  the  Territory  although 
imprudent,  has  created  them^-and  whatever  may  have  been  their 
errors,  they  are  entitled  to  their  legal  privileges  and  to  that  justice 
which  belongs  alike  to  natural  and  artificial  persons.  As  to  the 
authority  by  which  these  charters  are  created — it  is  not  deemed 
important  to  enter  in^o  that  question  ;  it  has  already  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  General  Government,  which  unquestionably, 
has  a  deep  interest  in  it-:— but  the  hability  of  the  Territory  for  the 
Banks,  in  the  shape  of  Bonds  amounting  to  near  four  millbus  of 
Dollars,  should  never  cease  so  long  as  it  endures,  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  Representatives  of  the  People:  It  is  to  be  desired 
that  the  Territory  could  be  separated  entirely  from  the  Banks ;  that 
by  some  negotiation  with  the  Bondholders,  her  securities  may  be 
taken  ^np  and  cancelled,  and  the  Bonds  and  Mortgages  of  the 
Stockholders  substituted  for  them  ;  and  with  such  substitution,  the 
Bondholders  might  be  placed  in  the  relative  position  the  Territory 
now  occupies  towards  the  Banks — appointing  Directors  and  receiv. 
ing  such  benefits  as  the  charters  provide  for  ihe  Tertilory.  So  far 
from  there  being  bad  faith  or  a  want  of  ^otiot  or  honesty  in  repudi-* 
ating  these  bonds, — k  is  entirely  consistent  with  good  faith  ilnis  to 
deal  with  them.  They  were  obtained  through  a  Legislation  partia-l 
and  unjust.  What  right  had  a  few  hundred  Stockholders  to  make 
the  whole  people  tributary  to  their  schemes  of  moneyed  aggran« 
dizement  1  In  the  whole  East,  there  are  hut  few  shares  of 
stock  owned  in  the  Union  Bjink,  and  the  Bills  of  that  Institution 
have  never  been  available  there.  Why  should  the  people  of  the 
East  then,  be  liable  for  the  Debt  of  a  Bank,  in  which  they  have  ne 
ot  or  part  and  which  has  not  benefitted  them,  nor  is  likely  to  ben* 
efit  them,  in  any  respect  ?  The  Bills  of  the  Pensacola  Bank  have 
perhaps  never  been  seen  in  East  Florida-*-and  is  it  honor  and  jus* 
tice  and  good  faith  that  the  people  of  that  Distriet  should  be  bound 
in  half  a  million  for  that  Bank  t  The  Bills  of  the  Southern  Life 
Insurance  and  Trust  Company  have  been  more  generally  useful  as 
a  circulating  medium  ;  but  its  favors  have  been  partially  bestowed; 
the  promises  with  which  it  sat  out,  disregarded  ;  its  affairs  it  is 
firmly  believed,  mismanaged^  and  its  concerns  ceeduded,  like  tbese 
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•f  ttdtl  Inttimtlmit  of  like  kind,  for  the  profit  of  the  fim  to  ifco 
injury  of  the  moi^.  Why  should  the  people  and  their  posterity 
b«  required  to  groan  under  a  loud  of  Debt  for  these  Instttutioatt 
Is  it  ^[OoiI/atA  Hnd/twltee  lo  Florida,  to  bind  her  band  and  foot  to 
corporations,  which  hnvedooe  nothing  for  her,  and  require  ber  to 
do  OTery  thing  frr  iliem  t  Where  is  the  money,  these  Banks  have, 
in  the  form  of  bmm$  or  any  other  form,  brought  into  the  Treasory; 
and  what  h»ive  ih(*y  produced  but  appearanres  of  pro«pf>rtly, 
s«>m«'times  so  unreal  ds  to  remind  as  of  tbo^^e  fruits  ibut  are  said  to 
lerour  upon  the  shores  of  the  Dead  Sea ; — they  are  beautiful  to  the 
eye  but  dust  and  ashes  rn  the  core,  iind  bitter  to  the  tssie  t  Again, 
is  it  Rccordinc  to  the  principles  of  good  faith  and  honor  to  hold 
out  the  belief,  that  the  people  are  responsible  for  obKjcatioos,  they 
never  intend  to  discharge  t  It  will  not  do  to  say  **  they  never 
will  be  ealled  on  to  pay  r'  No  mnn  can  t penk  with  certainily  of 
the  toture.  The  fhiirtern  may  ultima t<  ly  work  tse/I,  but  so  far, 
they  have  worked  ill ; — and  the  fHllacy  resting  at  the  base  of  these 
trnnsactions,  is  s'jfiirient  to  induce  us,  to  get  rid  of  these  Bonds, 
as  speedily  as  possible.  They  purport  to  Innd  the  Territoiy,  and 
when  pay  day  comesaf  the  Ranks  cnnnot  redeem  them,ilieir  holders 
will  look  to  the  people,  who  never  wiU  eomeiU  to  bear  the  burihea. 
oj  taxes,  required  to  dinchar^e  them.  Why  should  the  holders  of 
these  Inxtrumenis  b*^  lonf^er  deceived  1  They  possess  bonds  tfibicA 
liiey  never  can  eollect  from  the  Territory.  It  is  proper,  ihey 
should  distinctly  understand  this  truth.  It  is  to  their  interent,  to 
take  the  Security  which  the  Bonds  and  Mortgages  of  ludividuals 
afibrd,  and  relinquish  **  the  moonshine**  in  the  shape  of  Territoiial 
faith,  which  when  they  attempt  to  touch,  will  elude  the  grasp.  I 
ought  not  to  onit  to  mention,  that  during  the  past  year  an  exertioa 
was  made  to  disinter  and  reanimate  at  St.  Joseph,  the  long  departed 
but  never  to  be  forgotten  **  Magnolia  Bf^nk.**  This  attempt  to 
quicken  a  «*  Heart  under  the  very  ribs  of  death'*— proved  abortive, 
and  will  not  probably,  be  again  repeated. 

In  the  last  annual  message,  teruUny  was  recommended  ;  that 
recommendation  is  repeated.  The  Leg'islature  should  possess  it* 
self  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  Banks.  If 
they  can  be  sustained  and  made  useful  to  the  public,  they  sboohl 
be  ;  if  not,  the  soonei  their  affairs  are  wound  up— always  having 
in  view  the  interests  of  those  who  are  indebted  to  them— the  boi- 
ler. At  all  events,  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  cnrrency,  with  which 
the  country  is  afflicted,  should  be  brought  to  an  end.  Let  a  period 
be  fixed  for  specie  payments  and  in  coming  to  a  determinatioo 
upon  this  delicate  subject ; — let  the  chartered  rights  of  the  Banks, 
the  pressure  upon  the  community ;  the  present  short  crop  of  cotton 
-^and  the  diflieuity  of  relapsing  from  a  state  of  distension  and  pie- 
Ihora  to  a  s<»und  and  healthy  condition,  be  all  fairly  weighed  and 
considered.  I  would  not  if  I  could,  pull  down  these  Institutions 
end  scatter  their  fragments  to  the  winds ;  such  disorganisation 
neither  comports  wiih  my  principles  or  feelingi ; — bat  I  deem  it  the 
<hny  i>f  the  L»'giKlature  to  set  spart  a  day  for  the  resitmptien  of 
Sp^ie  peyimeme  »■  «garding  in  so  doing,  ae  far  ae  poeaiMe,  the  oo#> 
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vMiienea  of  the  Banks*  •ni  Ibe  convenience  of  tbeir  ipblore — ImH 
r^g^irdiriji;  M%\\  oanre  the  iceaeral  conveniHiiie  and  the  public  good. 
If  tba  Bankx  will  pay  Specie,  our  UU  nre  at  nn  end,— nor  in  it  con* 
8i«l*  red  an  ImprHcti^ble  opemtion  to  return  to  h  meiaUie  cnrrencjTy 
v\ ttbiii  H  reasonnblo  time.  In  the  Eam  and  the  Sontli,  wh^re  die 
people  hnve  willed  it — Gold  and  8jtv**r  hHTe  appeared  at  tboir  bid« 
ding.  Gold  and  silver  piecea  are  aa  roninion  beyond  >*t  a  paper 
eurrenry  of  atl  aoitt  nnd  aizea  it  on  thU  side  ibe  8'iwanee,  and  it 
is  remarkable,  to  the  Weat  of  that  River,  the  precious  meia'a  are 
only  to  be  aeen  in  trinket^  and  ornaments.  In  Key  W(*i4t  a  supply 
of  specie  has  been  usually  in  circulation.  The  Will  of  tba  Peo* 
pie  can  be  made  to  act  witb  the  potency  of  a  apell  uoon  thi'*  aubjuct, 
aed  Treaaurea  will  flow  in  abundantly  whenever  U  requires  ihem. 
With  a  stnctnetsof  dealing  on  the  part  of  the  LegislHture  and  ike 
exercise  of  prudenco  and  forecaat  on  the  part  of  the  BankH— ->ii  ia 
not  denied  that  the  latter  may  be  made  eminently  useful  to  any 
country ;  but  whenever  it  ahall  ao  happen,  that  Bank  paper  ia  per** 
mitted  to  expand  beyond  the  means  of  redemption— and  there  ia  a 
general  indebtedness  to  these  Inatitutiona;  above  all,  whenever  they 
shall  attempt  to  influence  Elections,  and  aeisiny  upon  political  pow« 
or,  to  role  the  Land— -Liberty  iiself  ia  in  danger— <-unleaa  the  Pee* 
pie— a  vigileat  end  determined  People-^HSoiLe  promptly  to  the  rea« 
cue* 

It  is  sappoeed  by  some,  that  ao  alleviation  to  our  troubles  is  to  be 
found  in  Stop  or  Stay  Laws.  Those  who  entertaie  such  opinions 
are  deluded.  Such  laws  have  not  succeeded  in  those  States  where 
reaort  has  been  had  to  them,  but  have  prodoeed  a  disregard  of  con- 
tracts, and  a  want  of  credit,  which  have  but  increaaed  embarraa»> 
menta,  impaired  the  moral  senae,  and  deepened  wretched neas.  Be*' 
aides^  it  is  believed  such  laws  cannot  be  adopted^  without  infracting 
Ibe  Organi<!  Law,and  violating  the  Constitution  of  the  Uinted  Stateiu 
The  remedy  ia  (o  be  found  in  a  rigid  economy,  both  of  banka  and 

CK>ple— let  the  first  retrench  thoir  loans,  and  both  their  expenaes— 
t  the  creditor  exerciae  forbearance  to  the  debtor,  and  the  debtor 
exert  bima^f  to  pay  his  creditors^ — let  property  be  taken  in  payment 
of  debts,  at  liberal  prices,  and  specie  be  demanded  as  seldom  as 
possible.  It  is  underst  iod  thut  the  Union  Bank  has  aet  an  exam* 
pie,  which  deserves  to  be  followed — no  new  loans  are  made,  and 
partial  payments  only  are  required  from  her  debtors.  A  determi<» 
nation  carried  out  of  contracting  no  new  <^ebts,  accompanied  by 
fragali^y  and  plaintiesa  of  living— mercy  on  the  p.irt  of  the  creditor, 
end  juatice  on  that  of  the  debitor — will  do  more  for  the  ^elte/'of  our 
People,  than  the  moat  cunningly  deviaed  JMirf-  Lawi^  that  could 
be  iVdmed  by  human  ingenuity. 

By  the  law  of  the  land,  it  ia  not  permitted  to  any  peraon  or  cooi. 

eny»  to  isaue  cbanse  bills  b  elow  the  denomination  of  one  dollar, 
not  this  law  every  day  violated— Kind  doea  not  the  common  uae 
of  stick  small-change  banish  coin  from  circulation,,  which,  if  the  pa* 
per,  were  withdrawn,  would  aoen  supply  ita  place  t 

There  are  many  acts  of  Incorporation,  wbicb  should  long  since 
have  beeft  swept  from  your  statute  hooka,  either  by  the  aelioci  ef 
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tiie  Legislatvre,  or  oi  the  Courts.     Among  thein  are,  the  acts  incofw 

porating  the  Jockey  Clubm  of  Tallahassee  and  Quincy,  and  the 
Dade  Institute.  The  »ports  of  the  Turf  raighl  be  enjoyed,  by 
those  who  affect  them,  without  corporate  privileges;  and  ihe  act  es- 
tablishing; the  ln«\itote  just  mentioned,  is  one  of  the  wildest  prodac- 
tions  of  incorporating  fury.  It  is  not  intended  to  deny  good  inten- 
tions and  good  feelings  to  its  founder,and  those  who  support  him— 
but  no  one  can  read  thestatute^  without  perceiving  how  extravagant, 
and  utterly  fm practicable  are  its  provisions. 

The  condition  of  the  bank  of  Peusacola  has  been  adverted  to.  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  say,  if  after  a  due  investigation  of  the  affairs  of 
that  Institution,  it  shall  appear,  that  the  bank  can  be  placed  in  a 
state  of  entire  selvency,  by  the  completion  of  the  Raii  Road,  with 
which  it  has  connected  itself,  a  petition  should  be  preferred  to  Con- 
gress, for  a  <;rant  of  land  to  enable  the  Company  to  c4>mplete  that 
work.  If  the  Rail  Road,  in  full  operation,  would  revive  the  sickly 
fortunes  of  the  bank,  it  would  also  be  conducive  to  the  prosperity 
ofPensacola. 

Our  people  have  sustained  severe  losses  during  the  present  In- 
dian war,  and  the  question  whether  they  shall  remain  unrequited  and  - 
uttindemnified,  is  one  of  great  interest  to  the  Territdiy.  The  Unit- 
ed States  were  the  guardians,  and  so  to  *speak,  the  keepers  of  the 
Seminole  Indians  ;  without  consultation  with  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, they  made  treaties  with  them,  and  attempted  their  removal 
when  unprepared  to  efiect  it.  The  soldiery,  at  the  breaking  out 
^f  the  war,  was  withdrawn,  to  a  man,  from  the  East  of  the  St 
Johns,  and  then  I'ollowed — the  utter  ruin  and  destruction  of  the 
valuable  sugar  and  cotton  estates  below  St.  Augustine — other 
devastations  ensued;  lives  were  lost,  and  feelings  lacerated,  for 
which  no  Treasury  is  competont  to  afford  compensation  ;  but  if, 
from  a  sense  of  justice,  the  United  States  have  consented  to  pay 
for  losses  of  properly  in  1812  and  13,  because  they  stimulated  the 
rebellion  against  thfi  Spanish  authorities,  and  sanctioned  the  injury 
to  Spanish  subjects,  much  more  are  they  bound  to  pay  their  own 
citizens,  for  losses  sustained  throuo;h  the  negligence  and  want  of 
preparation  of  the  Government*  The  rules  which  apply  to  civilized 
warfare,  do  not  attach  to  this.  The  United  States  should  not  have 
attempted  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  unless  in  a  condi- 
tion  to  accomplish  it.  Every  one  knows,  if  a  large  force  had  been 
provided  at  the  time,  the  removal  had  been  effected^  without  war 
and  btoodshed.  As  it  was,  the  Indians  took  advantage  of  otK 
weakness,  and  correctly  calculated,  and  made  the  most  of  their  own 
strength.  The  Government  is  responsible  for  its  ovm  laches.  If 
he  who  has  the  custody  of  a  beast  of  prey,  in  carrying  him  from 
owe  place  to  another,  through  negligence,  suffers  him  to  escape, 
and  destroy  hfe  and  property,  on  the  plainest  principles  of  right  and 
wrong,  he  is  responsible  for  the  damage  done.  It  is  understood 
tkat  nice  distinctions  aredramiby  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
— plantations  occupied  by  United  States  troops,  and  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  are  to  be  paid  for,  and  none  else.  The  difltinction  b 
without  a  difiereoce ;  the  United  States,  from  want  of  due  tmutien 
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permitted  Ibe  Indiana  under  tbeir  care,  te  inflict  «ufieriDg  and  wrong 
upon  our  innocent  and  unoffending  people,  and  every  eonsideratioa 
of  right  and  ju9Cice,  demands  thai  these  same  United  States  should 
make  the  proper  reparation.  It  u  recommended  to  you  to  take 
special  action  upon  this  important  subject. 

Heretofore  it  haa  been  my  practice  to  nom^ate  for  Territorial 
offices,  to  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  receive  the  confir. 
matioo  upon  them,  of  faioth  Houses.  This  course  is  believed  to  be  erro- 
neoiis;I  submit  whether  the  conSrmatianor  rejection  should  not  be  made 
by  joint  ballot.  According  to  {he  organic  hiwa^he  Legidatwe  CoumM 
\»  required  to  act  upon  the  nominations  <if  the  Governor.  Now,  if 
the  okl  practice  be  pursued,  a  majority  of  the  Council  may  assent  te 
the  nomination,  and  yet  it  may  be  defeated  by  a  minohty  of  the  same 
body.  Suppose,*  for  instance,  the  House  of  Representatives  uoani. 
mously  assents,  and  the  Senate  dissents^ in  like  manner — the  majority 
is  in  &vor  of  the  nominee,  and  yet  he  is  rejected  ! !  It  is  respect. 
fully  recommended  to  you,  to  adopt  a  joint  rule,  by  which  the  Senate 
may  con  vene  with  the  Representatives,  in  the  Represeatative  Hall, 
ftod  ballot  upon  the  nomsnaiions,  from  time  to  time  made  by  the  Ex. 
ecutive.  My  convictions  on  this  head  are  strengtl'oned  by  the  first 
section  of^an  act  passed  on  the'2l8tof  January^  1829,  entitled  an 
^  act  to  authorise  the  citizens  of  the  Territories  of  Arkansas  and 
Florida,  to  elect  their  officers,  and  tor  other  purposes."  The  provi. 
aion  is — ^  That  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  qualified  to 
vote,  shall  and  may,  at  such  time  and  place,  and  under  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  may  p^^scribe, 
elect  tbeir  officers,  civil  and  military,  except  such  as  by  the  laws  of 
Congress  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  tbe  United  States, 
and  except  also.  Justices  >f  tbe  Peace,  Auditor  aad  Treasurer  Jt 
•aid  Territory,  who  shall  be  chosen  hy  joint  voie  of  both  housee  ef 
the  Legistature.  at  such  time,  and  for  such  term  of  service  as  tM 
•aid  Legislature  may  prescribe  ;*'  and  again,  by  the  fourth  section,  it 
is  declared,  <<  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  qualified  voters  ef  ^e 
Territory  of  Florida,  to  elect  their  officers,  civil  and  military,  in  such 
manner,  and  under  such  ruUe^  regulatiaHif  reetnctiaHs  and  coniim 
IMMU,  as  are  prescribed  in  the  two  first  sections  of  this  act*'  Dees 
It  not  seem,  as  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  aowfconsists  ef  tw# 
Chasabers,  tbe  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  and  Justices  of  the  Peaee» 
should  be  chosen  by  joint  ballot,  and  if  tbe  principle  be  just  as  to 
these  officers,  why  not  so,  in  regard  to  others,  who  are  required  hj 
the  law  to  be  nominated  by  the  Governor  t  I  wish  it  was  the  praa. 
tioe  to  require  the  Legislature  to  nominate,  and  the  Governor  to  ap- 
prove ;  but  as  it  is  otherwise,  the  Executive  must  be  expected  in  ai 
cases,  to  exercise  the  discretion  vested  in  that  department,  by  the 
laws  of  Congress. 

Your  Treasury  is  without  funds  to  meet  thecorrent  expenses  it 
has  not  yielded  money  enough  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  Territorial 
oflieers  dependent  upon  it  during  the  last  year.  That  poliey  whish 
would  drain  the  purses  of  the  people  to  provide  for  pablic  waots^  is 
ruinous  and  oppressive— but  there  are  expenaea  which,  e^en  nadar  a 
Territorial  government,  must  be  incurred,  and  can  only  be  defintyod 
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by  tazatiou.  Among  the  objects  for  which  expenditures  sre  neces- 
ssry,  are  the  apprehension  and  prosecution  of  criminals,  and  Jailers, 
Sheriffs,  and  Marshals  fees,  for  the  arrest  and  safe  keeping  ef 
prisoners.  You  cannot  enforce  your  criminal  laws  without  providing 
for  these — but  I  am  inclined  to  think,  a  very  limited  list  of  subjects, 
with  a  proper  rate  of  taxation  upon  them,  would  furnish  the  Territo- 
ry with  sufficient  revenue  for  every  legitimate  purpose,  and  from 
those,  too,  who  are  best  able  to  bear  the  burden.  I  suggest  therefore, 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  that  a  tax  be 
levied  upon  billiard  tables,  circusses  and  shows,  pleasure  carriages, 
race  horses,  taverns,  licenses  to  retail  spirituous  fiquors,banks  unless 
their  charters  contain  some  inhibitory  provision,  auction  sales — and  I 
would  add,  though  it  is  confessed  with  hesitation,  upon  every  demu 
offrofessvmal  gaming.  Heavy  taxes,  and  heavy  penalties  te  en- 
force  their  payment,  would  probably  check  at  least,  the  progress  of 
this  ruinous  vice.  Your  laws  against  gaming  are  severe  enougk  ts 
extinguish  the  offence,  and  banish  the  offenders  from  the  Territory — 
if  the  severity  of  human  laws  could  effect  any  thing.  But  the  evil 
has  gone  on,  increasing  year  after  year,  to  the  detriment  of  publie 
molality,  and  the  encouragement  of  a  passion  fatal  in  the  disastrous 
excesses  to  which  it  leads !  Should  you  deem  a  more'  extended 
range  of  taxation  necessary — ^it  is  recommended  that  no  taxes  be  le- 
vied  upon  the  lands,  negroes  and  other  property  of  those  who  have 
been  driven  from  their  homes,  or  kept  from  the  cultivation  ef  their 
•nds  by  the  existing  Indian  war.  Might  it  not  be  proper  to  appeiat 
jeur  Collectors  and  Assessors  for  the  several  Districts  m  th«  Terri* 
tory,  rather  than  for  the  Counties  ? 

There  are  certain  claims  against  the  Territory  in  East  Florida,  for 
services  rendered  and  provisions  furnished  during  the  present  War — 
which  were  existing  when  I  came  into  of^,  and  the  evidences  ef 
which,  I  regret,  cannot,  through  adverse  circumstances,  be  presented 
to  you.  Of  the  Claims  of  the  first  Class  mentioned,  ar^  those  ef 
Colonel  Robert  Brown  of  Columbia  County  in  behalf  of  his  Regi- 
ment, and  of  Major  Isaac  Garrason  of  Alachua  for  his  Battalion  for 
services  in  the  field  as  they  insist,  under  the  orders  of  the  Governor. 
After  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Session  of  the  Council,  I  deputed 
a  Commission  consisting  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  and 
the  Quartermaster  General  to  Newnansville  in  Alachua,  to  examine 
lese  and  other  claims — but  owing  to  the  shoitness  of  the  sejoura 
ef  these  Officers,  and  to  some  misapprehension  between  them  and 
the  cimmants-  no  thorough  examinution  was  had.  It  was  then  de- 
termined by  me,  to  examine  them  in  person,  during  a  visit  te  the 
East,  which  had  been  fixed  for  the  month  of  May,  but  did  not  firom 
Ibe  pressure  of  public  duty,  take  place  until  August.  Circumstances 
beyond  my  control  did  not  allow  me  to  carry  my  intention  into  ef- 
fect, and  these  claims  are  yet  outstanding  and  unliquidated.  I  com- 
mend  them  to  your  serious  and  favorable  consideration,  and  if  upoa 
aecertaintng  the  amount  due,  the  Territorial  Treasury  is  inadequate 
to  their  payment,  I  recommend  a  strong  appeal  to  Coumss  in  the 
form  ef  Resolution  or  Memorial.  All  just  Claims  should  be  settled 
*w  «!■«  Government — and  speedily. 
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The  •piDions  heretofore  expreeeed  to  you,  upon  the  subject  of  ea- 
teriog  the  Union  as  a  State,  are  unchanged.  To  divide  the  Tenrile. 
ry  al  thia  momeot  would  be  productive  of  numerous  disadvantages 
both  to  the  East  and  the  West.  HeieaAer  should  it  be  desirable 
and  considered  beneficial  to  both  Sections,  an  arrangement  may  be 
entered  into,  under  the  State  Government,  for  Division.  Now,vheB 
Land  and  other  Speculators  are  looking  down  (rem  a  distance,  upon 
the  peninsula,  and  anxieusly  and  greedily  expecting  the  terminatioil 
of  the  War  ;  when  its  population  has  almost  forsaken  the  ceuntry, 
and  is  only  to  be  found  in  towns,  villages  and  posts;  when  the 
Blacks  from  the  British  West  India  Islands  are,  as  I  am  credibly  i». 
formed,  holding  intercourse  with  the  Main,  and  AboUtienism  ie  are- 
paring  itself  for  a  vigorous  onset — mno  is  not  the  time  for  East  Fie. 
nda  to  rend  asunder  the  ties  that  bind  her  te  the  West  To  her— 
the  policy  is  suicidal ;  to  the  West  it  is  scarcely  less  so. 

John  P.  Duval  Esq.  has  informed  me,  he  has  prepared  a  Secoad 
Volume  of  Laws,  containing  private  Acts — ^Acts  of  Incerporatioa 
and  Resolutions  of  the  Council,  Acts  of  Congress  respecting  Fk>ri- 
ida  and  the  Treaty  of  Cession,  with  a  copious  Index.  I  have  aot 
had  time  to  examine  the  work,  but  suggest  to  you — should  it  be  ap- 
proved by  3reu — the  propriety  of  soliciting  firem  the  General  Gev.^ 
•mment,  such  an  appropriation  as  will  procure  its  puUicatiea  aai 
distnbatioa  throughout  the  Territory. 

I  am  aware  the  juncture  is  not  favorable  for  ebtaiaing  appro- 
priations for  Internal  Improvements  from  the  General  Govemmeat. 
If  obtained  for  our  Roads  and  our  Rivers,  they  could  not  always  be 
applied,  while  the  Indians  are  unsubdued  ;  but,  the  improvements 
and  defences  of  our  Bays  and  Harbours  should  be  constantly  urged 
upon  the  attention  of  Congress.  Such  improvements  would  be  not 
only  far  Florida  but  far  the  Union.  The  Sea  Wall  at  St.  Angus* 
tine  is  in  an  unfinished  state — and  the  Fort  St.  Marks  [Marion]  ra- 
pidly dilapidating — the  completion  of  the  one  and  the  thorough  re- 
pair  of  the  other  should  be  immediately  asked  for ;  the  first  is  neeec- 
sary  to  the  health',  comfort  and  security  of  the  city — the  last  for  its 
defence  and  as  an  asylum  for  women  and  children  in  the  day  of 
trouble,  which  1  trust  may  never  come — ^but  for  which  a  prudential 
caution  should  provide.  It  is  8urprising,that  Fernindina  lias  so  long 
escaped  the  attention  of  the  General  Government,  since  its  posttiea 
is  most  eligible  for  a  Naval  Depot.  The  Bars  at  the  Mouth  of  the 
St.  Johns  and  the  Harbour  of  St.  Augustine,  might  with  a  due  exer- 
cise of  skill,  be  improved.  Defences  are  wanting  at  Indian  Key 
and  Key  West.  It  occurs  to  me,  that  an  Inspectorship  of  Customs 
attached  to  the  Collecti9n  District  of  St.  Marks  might  be  established, 
with  advantage,  at  Cedar  Keys,  near  th^  Mouth  of  the  Suwannee* 

The  Code  for  the  punishment  of  offences  by  Slaves  and  Free  Peo- 
ple of  Color  is  very  defective.  I  ask  for  it  your  revision  and  cor- 
rection ; — it  will  be  found  that,  among  other  defects,  it  does  not  suf. 
ficaeatly  provide  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  may  aid  and  con- 
sort with  the  Indian  Enemy.  In  relation  te  these  classes  of  per- 
SOBS,  punislunent  should  foUow  quickly  upon  the  footsteps  of  crime, 
and  it  is  reeoomeoded,  tiiat  an  apphcatien  be  made  to  Ceopess  aa 
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t»  amend  the  Organic  Law,8tliat  aU  oflbnces  by  tham  ooaHmtted,  ba 
brouffat  ta  a  speedy  trial,  before  Tribunala  ta  be  estaUished  by  tJw 
Lagialativa  Cauncil  for  that  purpose.  Free  Negroes  should  be  pla- 
ced under  the  guardianship  of  respectable  white  persons,  and  under 
such  superintendence,  they  may  be  made  useful  to  the  coaarannity 
aad  themselves. 

It  has  loni^be^n  my  opinion,  that  the  Jurisdiction  over  WiUs  aod 
Administrations— estates  aodOrphans — should  be  separated  froBi  the 
County  Court  Judiciary,  and  confined  to  a  single  individual  in  each 
county,  learned^  the  Law,  with  ample  power ;  with  suitable  fees  te 
compensate  for  his  labors,and  with  appeal  from  his  decisians  to  the 
Superior  Courts. 

As  the  Law  at  present  stands  the  United  States  District  Attor- 
neys  are  permitted  to  appoint  Deputies — it  is  questioned  whether 
the  Territory  possessed  power  to  authorize  such  a  delegation  of  as- 
therity— or,  if  so — whether  it  is  prudent  to  confer  it.  In  the  absence 
of  the  District  Attorney,  the  appointment  of  the  prosecuting  offiree, 
should  it  seem  to  me,  be  vested  in  the  Court. 

Should  not  the  election  for  Delegate  be  fixed  at  an  earlier  Period, 
than  the  first  Monday  in  May  t  If  there  b  ever  a  called  Session, 
before  that  time  and  aifter  the  expiration  of  a  Con|press,  Florida  would 
not  be  represented  and  her  interests  might  sufier  w  consequMice* 

I  advise  that  measures  be  taken  to  cause  the  Laws  to  ba  published 
in  every  Judicial  District  in  the  Territory ; — they  would  have  been 
so  published,  during  the  past  year,  by  my  order,  luul  not  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State  determined  they  could  be  published  in  three  newspapers 
only.  Shenld  not  the  Decisions  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  be  puh- 
lislMd  in  the  journals  printing  the  Laws,  for  the  informatieB  of  the 
Bar  aod  of  the  People  t  In  this  connection,  I  take  leave  to  express 
n^  regrets,  that  the  Laws  of  the  late  Session  of  the  Legislature, 
have  not  been  distributed,  as  promptly  as  they  shoukl  have  been. 
There  has  not  been  a  dollar  in  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Territory, 
for  the  last  year,  and  the  Executive  has  been  compelled  to  tranamit 
the  Laws,  as  opportunity  offered — by  private  conveyance,  to  various 
parts  of  tiie  country. 

The  Resolutions  instructing  the  Delegate,  in  relation  to  several 
important  matteis,  were  duly  transmitted  to  him.  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  action  has  been  had  upon  them,  at  Washington. 

I  submit  to  you  if  it  might  not  be  proper  to  endeavor  te  obtain  (br 
he  Judges  of  the  Territory,  better  Salaries,  and  a  per  diem  allow, 
ancot  while  they  are  sitting  as  a  Court  of  Appeals— and  also*  an  ap« 
propriation  for  a  Library  for  the  Court  of  Appeals. 

In  proclaiming  the  Adeptioa  of  the  Constitution  of  St.  Joseph,  I 
but  performed  a  duty  required  at  my  bands  by  the  Convention,  and 
for  which  I  am  responsible  to  the  People.  None  but  the  People 
have  a  right  te  question  and  command  me  upon  this  subject-— but,  as 
th«re  is  no  mystery  about  it  and  nothing  to  conceal,  should  the  Lsgis* 
lative  Council  consider  it  important,  a  statement  of  the  vote  upon  tlM 
Constitution,  will  be  communicated,  upon  your  request. 

Your  Crinnnal  Code  needs  reform — its  barbuous  punishments 
should  he  abolished,  and  some  grave  efibnces,  to  which  light  punish. 
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titt  are  MMxei  sheoM  be  raited  with  heery  penelties.  Loek  «t 
tiM  puDtshnentB  of  manslaughter — assault  with  iotent  to  murdar-— 
DuaUtog,  and  Libel— -are  they  such  as  to  prevent  these  crimes,  or  do 
iMy  not  rather  encourage  ofienders  to  stalk  abroad  af  noon -day,  do* 
riding  the  Laws  and  scommg  their  judgments  ? 

Erroneous  notions  seem  to  have  taken  root — respecting  Bail ;  and 
it  haiB  been  heldy  that  the  English  Rule,  which  itf  the  Rule  adopted  by 
most  of  the  Stales,  does  not  apply  with  us  ;  that  is  to  say,  a  man 
eliarged  with  a  capital  offence,  is  lees  guihy  here  than  elsewhere— 
•Ad  is  entitled  to  lenity  and  respect  irom  the  Laws.  Such  a  position 
10  monstrous,  and  if  there  be  any  doubt  as  to  offences  that  are 
tbailaUe,  and  those  which  are  not,  it  m  high  time  it  should  be  settled 
by  legislative  enactment. 

The  want  of  Jails  retards  the  enforcement  of  the  Criminal  Law. 
There  should  be  at  least  one  jail  in  every  District ;  and  I  recommend 
you  to  ask  as  much,  from  Congress.  Fortunate  would  it  be  for  this 
Territory,  if  that  body  weuld  aid  you,  by  a  Grant  of  Lands,  to  ee- 
lablish  a  Penitentiary  •  the  Fort  at  St.  Augustine  might,  with  re- 
apprehenmon  of  consequences  from  its  infraction,  which  belong  al- 
ways  to  the  Law  abiding  and  the  lovers  of  peace  and  good  order. 
There  is  extant,  a  spirit  above  the  Laws,  which  seeks  to  make  a  law 
for  itself  and  relies  upon  violence  for  the  execution  of  its  purposes  ; 
a  Spirit  which  while  it  triumphs  over  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  elevates 
the  Cede  of  FdUt  Honor  and  exults  in  what  it  ihiscalls  CHiVAUtY ; 
a  Spirit  which  if  permitted  to  spread  itself,  will  introduce  confusioa 
and  bkMxIshed  and  death  into  Society  ;  for  there  is  a  point  at  which 
the  most  peaceful  and  forbeariog  will  resist,  and  if  the  laws  cannot 
protect  them.  Men  will  defend  themselves.  1  he  Laws,  in  this  hap- 
py country,  are  but  the  will  and  voice  of  the  People,  and  if  the  Poo- 
pie  themselves,  do  not  enforce  obedience^  to  their  own  mandates,  they 
mn  no  longer  die  Sovereigns  of  the  Land,  but  the  refractory  and 
disobedient  lord  it  over  them. 

Fellow  Citizens,  it  is  a  prime  and  sworn  duty  porta  in  inff  to  the 
official  character  I  hold,  «<  td^dke  care  thai  the  Laws  befiUf^uUy 
emaiUd.'^  I  have  endeavored  to  acquit  myself  of  this  solemn  obliga- 
mod  deposited  with  the  Courts.  In  some  parts  of  the  ocuntry,  cer- 
tain  offences,  from  their  common  occurrence,  or  other  cause,  may 
be  thought  lightly  of;  and  the  Juries  will  visit  them  lightly  ;  while, 
elsewhere,  the  same  offences  may  be  deemed  of  some  enormity,  and 
the  Juries  will  punish  them  with  severity.  There  should  be  a  max- 
imum  and  minimum  annexed  to  all  penalties,  and  within  these 
points,  the  Judicial  discretion  may  safely  be  led  to  operate.  The 
Judge  wHl  hold  the  balance  even,  and  distribute  equal  justice  through, 
out  his  District. 

Appeals  in  criminal  cases  ought  to  be  abolished,  they  but  embar. 
rasa  criminal  justice.  The  Pardoning  power  sCand%  in  our  Organic 
Laws,  in  place  of  the  Appeal,  and  when  properly  exercised,  is  aa 
•fficacions  to  the  accused. 

The  Law  against  carrying  Secret  Arms  does  not,  it  is  believed, 
prevent  the  practice  ;  indeed,  I  am  constrained  to  say,  of  the  Crim- 
inal Justice,  there  is  not  generally  that  raspect  ftr  it  and  wholesome 
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pairs,  be  used  for  that  purpoee,  aod  the  introduction  of  iaprisonmeBi 
and  Jabor  into  your  penal  code— would  not  fail,  as  it  has  done  else- 
wbere,  to  reform  the  guilty  and  promote  the  cause  of  bumaBity. 

To  prevent  ftivolous  prosecutions,  there  should  be  a  prosecutor  ta 
every  case^  responsible  for  costs,  in  the  event  of  a  verdict  of  ^  Not 
Guilt3r"  ;  and  where  the  proceeding  is  upon  Presentment,  it  should 
be  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Jury  to  furnish  the  PMsecutor. 

it  often  happens,  that  a  fine  is  imposed,  which  the  Defendant  is 
wholly  unable  to  pay  and  then  an  application  is  made  for  Executive 
Interposition,  which,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  succeeds  ;  thus, 
he  who  is  without  money,  is  independent  of  the  Law  and  escapes 
punishment.  Might  not  the  provision  be  a  salutary  one,  if  where 
the  Defendant  is  unable  to  pay  a  fine,  imprisonment  or  some  other 
punishment  be  inflicted  upon  lum  t 

To  make  the  laws  equal  in  their  operation,  the  punishing  power 
should  in  all  cases  be  taken  from  the  Juries,  where  it  is  now  vested, 
tien,  to  the  best  of  my  ability — and  without  feelings  of  prejudice  or 
partiality  to,  or  against  any  man.  I  shall  continue  to  make  the  aame 
effort,  relying  upon  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  Pboplb  or 
Flobidl  to  support  me  in  sustaining  thb  Suprbxact  of  thb  Laws. 

Allow  me  to  remind  you,  in  conclusion,  that  we  have  just  passed 
through  the  excitements  of  very  strongly  contested  elections  ; — these 
agitations,  I  am  sure,  you  will  agree  with  me,  should  be  subdued  and 
put  at  rest ;  they  should  not  be  suffered  to  impede  and  warp  the  pro- 
gress of  legislation.  It  is  only  by  the  exercise  of  a  charitable  feeling 
and  conciliatory  spirit,  that  we  can  make  our  labors  profitable  to  the 
Territory — and  £  assure  you,  while  the  Executive  adheres  to  its  own 
political  principles,  and  must  be  governed  by  them,  it  desires  to  exer« 
cise  respect,  forbearance  and  tolerance  towards  the  differing  opin- 
ions of  others  ;  but  most  of  all,  is  it  anxious  to  unite  cordially  with 
you,  in  rendering  substantial  and  acceptable  service  to  our  unfortu. 
nate  and  bleeding  country. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Executive  Ofiice,  Tallahassee,  Fla. 
January  11,  1841. 

Which  was  read,  laid  od  the  table,  and  five  huRdred  copiei 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  5  o'clock  P.  M. 

5  o^ clock  P.  M. — The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Peti- 
ti<m  of  Kenneth  Bembry,  Mr.  Stephens  in  the  Chair.  After 
some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  chairman  thereof  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again— which  was  concurred  in* 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  10  o'clock,  A.  M 
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Tuesday,  January  12th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjourntnent^a  quorum  being 
present,  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
draft  rulis  for  the  government  of  this  House  during  its  present 
session.  Messrs.  Mosely,  Brown  and  Smith,  composed  that 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bush,  five  hundred  additional  copies  of 
the  Governor's  message  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  to  be,  as 
before,  divided  between  the  two  presses  of  this  city. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  transmitted  to  the  House  the 
following  message : 

ExxcuTiYB  Dbpabtmbnt,  > 
Tallahassee,' January  11th,  1841.      ) 
To  the  HonorahU  the  House  oj  Representatives 

Cf  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 
I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  *^  statement"  of  the  condition  of 
the  Union  Bank,  just  received  from  John  G.  Gamble,  Esq.,  the 
President  of  that  Institution. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read,  and  with  the  accompanying  documents 
laid  on  the  table 

On  motion,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Enrolling 
and  Engrossing  Clerks — after  several  ballotings,  Neill  Mc- 
Pherson  and  Caspar  J.  Papy  were  duly  elected. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

4  o'clock  P.  M.*— The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
and  procedded  to  ballot  for  a  thiid  Enrolling  and  Engrossing 
Clerk; 

After  several  ballotings,  the  election  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Mosely,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  to  draft 
rules  for  the  government  of  this  House,  reported  certain  rules 
for  its  adoption,  which  were  read,  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  resolution  offered  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Evans  was 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Preamble  and  Resolutions  introduced  by  Mr.  Elzuardi 
on  yesterday,  were  read  a  second  and  third  time,  laid  on  the 
table,  and  50  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  thie  peti- 
tion of  Kenneth  Bembry,  Mr.  Stephens  in  the  Chair.  After 
some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee  rose. 

The  Preamble  and  Resolutions  introduced  by  Mr;  Elxuardi 
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on  yesterday,  were  read  a  secood  and  third  thd^,  laid  on  the 
table,  and  50  copies  orderered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Kenneth  Berabry,  Mr.  Stephens  in  the  Chair.  After 
tome  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Commit  e«  rose, 
and  by  their  Chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again — which  wais  concurred  in. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  10  o'clock  A.  M. 


Wednesday,  January  13th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  a  quorum  being 
present,  the  journal  of  yeiterday's  proceedings  was  read« 

On  motion  •f  Mr.  Thigpen,  Mr.  Ednmnd  Bird,  member 
elect  from  Alachua  County,  was  sworn  as  a  member  of  this 
Hoube. 

A  balloting  took  place  for  a  third  Enrolling  and  Engrossing 
Clerk-— William  C.  Bryan  was  duly  electc^d. 

The  three  Enrolling  and  Engrossing  Clerks  were,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Duval,  sworn  into  office. 

On  motion  af  Mr.  Brown,  the  rules  reported-from  the  Select 
Committee  on  yesterday  were  amended,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
fifty  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Dnval  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  tome  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  Election  Lawi^. 

The  Speaker  appomted  the  following  Standing  Coaunitlees, 
vii: 

Commutes  on  the  Judiciary. 

Messrs.  Mosely, Chairman,  Messrs.  Brown, 

Stephens,  Fontane, 

Smith. 

On  the  Militia. 

Messrs.  Myers,  Messrs.  Priest, 

Taylor,  Nuoea, 

Thigpen. 

On  Finance. 
Messri.  Stephens,  Messrs.  Fontane, 

Mosely,  Elsuardi, 

Evans. 

On  Elections. 

Messrs.  Nuoes,  Mesais.  Churok, 

Bryan,  Bs41, 

Thigpen. 
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On  Claims. 

Messrs.  Priest,  Messrs.  Bird, 

Evans.  Bryan, 

Bannerman. 

On  Enrolled  Bills. 
Messrs.  Bush,  Messrs.  Bird, 

Stephens,  Myers, 

Duval. 

Schools  and  Colleger. 

Messrs.  Taylor,  "Messrs.  Sadbury, 

Smith,  Pent* 

Miller. 

State  of  the  Territory. 

Messrs.  Smith,  Messrs.  Elzuardi, 

Duval,  Bell, 

Stephens. 

On  Banks. 

Messrs.  Brown,  Messrs.  Priest, 

Bush,  McKinnen, 

Mosely. 

On  Agriculture. 
Messrs.  Ftntane,  Messrs.  Cone, 

Bryan,  Miller, 

Bannerraan. 

On  Internal  Improvements. 

Messrs.  DUval,  Messrs.  Evans, 

Tbigpen,  Fontane, 

Myers. 

Fifty  copies  thereof  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Cone  move(]  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  a 
bill  to  authorise  by  law  the  manner  of  proving  losses  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  by  Indian  depredations — -which  was  read 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  the  House  the  following  Preamble 
and  Resolutions 

Whereas^  The  mild  and  conciliatory,  but  mistaken  policy 
hitherto  pursued  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in 
their  efforts  to  terminate  the  barbarous  andjdepouplating  savage 
war,  which  has  so  long  raged  within  our  borders,  so  far  fh)m 
affecting  that  desirable  result,,  has  but  stimulated  the  Indians  to 
a  continuance  of  their  cruel  butcheries:  And  whereas^  intelli- 
gence has  been  received  that  Lieut.  Col.  HameyJ^of  the  United 
States  army,  has  assumed  the  responsibility  of  exercising  the 
unquestionable  right  of  retaliating  upon  the  treacherous  mur- 
derers of  the"CaIoosahatchie,"  arid  the  inhuman  perpetrators 
of  the  dreadful  massacre  at  Indian  Key,  by  executing  a  portion 
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of  the  warriors  of  that  band,  recently  captured  in  the  everglades : 
And  whereoiy  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Florida,  (who 
by  fatal  experience,  have  become  best  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances,) that  sound  policy,  and  a  spirit  of  true  and  en- 
lighted  humanity,  urgently  require  the  immediate  adaptation  of 
retaliatory  measures  on  the  part  of  our  Government.   Therefore, 

I.  Beii  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representations 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  That  this  Legislative  Council  do, 
in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Florida,  tender  to  Lieut.  Col.  Har- 
ney, of  the  United  States  Army,  now  operating  in  Florida,  their 
cordial  thanks  for  zeal  and  energy  displayed  by  him  as  an  officer, 
m  the  ,  prosecution  of  the  heretofore  humiliating,  and  yet  har- 
rassing  Indian  war,  which  has  so  effectually  desolated  the  fairest 
portion  of  our  afflicted  Territory. 

3.  Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  as  the  guardians,  as  well  of 
the  honor,  as  to  the  interests  of  our  constituents,  we  do  unan- 
imously approve  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  »aid  officer  in  his 
late  gallant  affiiir  with  the  Indians  in  the  Everglades. 

3.  Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  as  commemorative  of  our 
approbation  and  gratitude  for  the  distinguished  services  and  una- 
bated zeal  of  this  gallant  officer,  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory ,''be  requested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  a  sword  with 
a  suitable  inscription,  and  to  present  the  same  to  Lieut.  Col. 
Harney,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Florida. 

Which  were  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  Mr.  Ken- 
neth Bembry's  petition,  Mr.  Stephens  in  the  Chair.  After 
some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again — ^which  was 
concurred  in  ;  and  one  hundred  copies  of  said  petition, 
and  of  all  the  documents  connected  therewith,  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M 


Thursday,  January  14,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being 
present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Branchy  moved  that  the  affidavit  of  F.  B.  Whiting 
lie  printed  with  the  other  documents  printed  in  connexion  with 
the  petition  of  Kenneth  Bembry. 

The  Ayes  and  Noes  were  called  for  on  this  motion^  by 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Bannerman,  and  were, 

Ayes — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.   Bird,  Cone,  Elzuardi,  Fon- 
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tane,  Mosely,  Nunis,  Pent,  Priest,  Smkb,  Tajlor,  and  Thig^ 
pen — 12. 

Noes — Messrs.  Bannenuan,  Brown,  Bryan,  Bush,  Church, 
Duval,  Evans,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Myers,  Sadbury,  Stephens, 
12.         ^ 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Thigpen  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  3d 
section  of  an  act,  approved  March  2d,  1839;  which  gives  the 
appointment  of  malitia  officers  to  the  Governor  of  this  Terri^ 
tory. 

Mr.  Evans  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  Dan- 
iel Campbell  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Escambia  River. 

Also  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  clerks  of  markets. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  John  H.  Hopkins, 
which  asks  the  incorporation  of  a  Company  for  the  purpose  of 
carryin^he  mail  from  Brunswick  via  Tallahassee  to  Mobile. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal 
Improvements. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  the  House  [the  following  Pream- 
ble and  Resolutions,  as  having  been  adopted  by  that  body. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  the  custom  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Siates,jn  making  appointments  to  office  in  our  Terri- 
tory, to  select  men  who  reside  in  the  States,  who  have  no  com- 
munity of  interest  with  us,  and 

Whereas,  such  appointments,  in  most  instances,  are  at  vari- 
ance with  the  wishes  of  the  People  of  Florida  ;  though  their 
government  be  a  mere  Territory,  have,  as  American  citizens, 
some  rights,  and  among  them  is  the  right  of  complaining  when 
they  have  been  wronged,  and 

Whereas,  it  has  become  an  oppressive  evil;  the  persons  ap- 
pointed for  electioneering  purposes,  are  sent  among  us  to  exer- 
cise tht*  duties  of  officers,  which  would  be  better  filled  byjresi- 
dent  citizens,  thus  preferring  the  hackneyed  and  cast  off  politi- 
cians of  the  States,  to  men  of  merit,  of  character  and  of  talent, 
who  have  identified  themselves  with  Florida,  and 

Whereas,  a  change  will  soon  take  place  in  the  Administra- 
tion of  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  and  that  the  Pre- 
sident elect  may  know  the  wishes  and  sentiments  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  Florida  on  this  subject,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  the  General  Government  in  thus 
sending  among  us,  to  administer  our  laws,  without  our  consent, 
expressed  or  implied,  **  persons  who  are  strangers  to  the  coun- 
try, ar^  who  may  be  hostile  to  our  institutions,  is  doing  vio- 
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lence  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  the  best  interest  of 
Florida." 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  duly  anthentica* 
ted,  be  sent  without  delay  to  the  President  elect,  uen.  Win.  H, 
Harrison,  and  one  copy  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  and  our  Delegate  in  Congress. 

Which  were  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Myers  offered  the  following  Resolution,  viz: 

Resolvedi  That  the  Cammittee  on  Finance,  be  requested  to 
furnish  to  this  House,  an  estimate  of  the  annual  appropriations 
made  by  Congress,  for  defraying  the  current  civil  expenses  in 
Florida,  and  also  to  report,  if  under  the  St.  Joseph  Constitu- 
tion, said  expenses  would  be  increased  or  diminished. 

^  hich  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  offered  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Evans,  with 
regard  to  procuring  the  organic  laws,  Uc;  was  again  read  and 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  said  committee  instructed 
to  make  inquiries  of  the  Secretory  of  the  Territory,  as  to  the 
number  of  copies  of  Duval'  Compilation  that  were  in  hisoffice, 
and  also  of  the  organic  laws  and  the  laws  passed  by  the  last 
Legislative  Council. 

Messrs.  Stephens,  Evans  and  Mosely,  composed  said  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Governor's  ]Message  in  relation  to  the  statement  of  the 
Union  Bank,  was,  with  said  statement,  taken  from  the  table 
and  placed  among  the  orders  uf  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  the  House  the  following  resolu- 
tion as  having  passed  that  body,  viz : 

Resolved  by  ike  Senate  and  House  oj  Representatives^  That 
the  Governor  be  requested  to  furnish  to  the  Council,  a  state- 
ment of  the  votes  of  the  people  upon  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, passed  by  the  late  St.  Joseph  Convention,  together 
with  the  original  Poll  Books  and  other  retui  ns,  that  the  same 
may  be  deposited  among  the  archives  of  the  Territory,  after 
such  action  thereon,  as  the  Legislature  may  think  proper. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

3   o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  House  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  resolu- 
tions from  the  Senate  relative  to  the  execution  of  certain  In- 
dian Warriors  by  Lieut.  Col.  Harney     Also  the  resolutions 
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«pon  tbe  '&aii)e  subject,  offered  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Elziiar- 
di. — Mr.  Thigpen  in  the  Chair,  after  some  time  spent  in  con- 
sideration thereof,  the  committee  rose,  reported  the  resolution^ 
of  the  Senate  to  the  House  amended. — Which  report  was 
agreed  to,  and  said  resolutions  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  went  into  committee  of  the  whoie  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  Kenneth  Bembry — Mr.  Stephens  in  the  Chair— -after 
some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. — ^Which  report 
was  concurred  in. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Friday,  January  15lh,    1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  a  quorum  being 
present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thigpen,  Mr.  Fernandez,  a 'member  elect 
from  I)uval  County,  was  sworn  as  a  member  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  the  House' went  into  an  tlection 
of  a  printer,  to  print  the  miscellaneous  printing  of  this  liouse. 
Upon  the  first  ballot,  there  being  no  choice,  the  balloting  was 
suspended  for  the  present. 

Mr.'Nunis  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to 'authorise  Louthor  Taylor  lo  keep 
a  Ferry  across  the  Escambia  River. 

Mr.  Myers  offered  the  following  resolutions,  viz : 

Resolvedy  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  Indian  War,  to  a  State  Government,  to  the  erection  of 
Jails  in  the  several  Judicial  districts,  and  the  propriety  of  memo- 
rializing Congress  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  erection  of  a  Peni- 
tentiary, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Ter- 
ritory ; 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  currency  and  condition 
of  the  Florida  Banks,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banks ; 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  policy  of  Stay  Laws, 
so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  Wills  and  Administrations,  to  Es- 
tates and  Orphans,  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  a  revision  of 
the  Criminal  Code,  and  an  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  Ur.ited 
Slates  Judges,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ; 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  claims  and  compensation 
for  losses  by  Indian  depredations,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
ou  Claims ; 

That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  revenue,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance ; 
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That  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  reorganization  of  the 
Militia,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  j 

That  80  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  improvement  of  our 
Roads  and  Rivers,  our  Bays  and  Harbors,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 

Which  were  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Stephens,  trora  the  Select  Committee  appointed  on  yes- 
terday, to  make  certaii>  inquiries  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Terri- 
tory, reported  that  the  Secretary  had  informed  the  Committee 
there  were  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  Duval's  Compilation, 
of  the  Organic  Laws,  and  the  laws  passed  at  the  lust  session  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  to  furnish  each  member  of  this  House 
with  a  copy — which  report  was  received  and  assented  to. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Evans  on  the  8th  inst.  was 
then  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  Resolutions  transmitted  from  the  Senate  on  yesterday, 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  officers  in  this  Territory  by  the 
President  of  the  IJniled  States,  were  again  read,  laid  on  the' 
table,  and  manuscript  copies  ordered. 

The  Resolution  transmitted  from  the  Senate  on  yesterday, 
requesting  of  the  Governor  a  statement  of  the  votes  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  was  again  read  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Resolutions  voting  Col.  Harney  a  sword,  were  taken 
from  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  Governor's  message  in  relation  to  the  statement  of  the 
Union  Bank,  was  again  read,  and  100  copies  thereof,  together 
with  said  statement  and  accompanying  documents  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Kenneth  Bembry,  Mr.  Stephens  in  the  Chair.  After 
some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  by  their  Chairman  reported  to  the  House  the  following 
Resolutions,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee  from  the  testi- 
mony introduced,  that  the  election  at  the  precinct  at  Shell  Point 
was  illegally  conducted,  inasmuch  as  the  Inspectors  appointed 
by  the  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Leon.  County  did  not 
act ,  nor  were  those  who  did  act  appointed  by  a  majority  of  the 
people  then  present ;  that  the  persons  who  did  act  on  that  oc- 
casion were  not  sworn,  and  that  some  of  them  were  drunk  by 
their  own  confession,  and  that  no  Clerk  was  appointed  or 
sworn ;  but  that  the  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  mal-con- 
duct  of  the  Inspectors  at  said  precinct  does  not  disfranchise  the 
the  legal  voters  who  attended  and  offered  their  votes  at  said 
election. 
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Also  the  following,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  either  Mr.  Branch  or  Mr, 
Bembrey  is — in  the  minds  of  this  committee — involved  in  doubt, 
aod  so  far  find  themselves  incapable  of  entertaining  other  con« 
scientious  opinion. 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  are  of  opinion  that  to  pre- 
vent possible  injustice  being  done,  a  new  election  should  be 
held  in  Leon  county ;  and  that  the  seat  claimed  by  Joseph 
Branch  and  Kenneth  Bembry  be  declared  vacant. 

Which  were  read  and  laid  on  the  table  till  Monday  next. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  12  o'clock. 


Monday,  January  18,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  a  quorum  being 
present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Bush  gave  notice,  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  law 
relative  to  Executions. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Jesse  H.  Willis,  pray- 
ing that  he  be  permitted  by  law  to  manumit  his  negro  slave 
Eliza; 

Which  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee: 

Messrs.  Browy,  Bryan  and  Fernandez  were  appointed  said 
Committee. 

The  Senate  sent  to  this  House,  as  having  passed  that  body, 
"  An  act  to  repeal  the  last  provision  of  the  fifth  section  of  an 
act  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  a  board  of  Wardens  and  Com- 
missioners of  Pilotage  for  the  Port  of  Key  West; 

Which  W4s  read  and  ordered  for  a-  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Also,  the  following  Report  and  Resolutions : 
""Mr.  Brockenbrough,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary, 
made  the  following  report : 

The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which  was  refen-ed  so 
much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  voting  by  joint 
ballot  of  the  two  houses  upon  all  nominations  made  by  the  exec- 
utive, have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  re- 
spectfully to  report : 

That  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1823,  section 
second,  in  defining  the  duties  of  the  executive,  provides  thai  the 
Governor  "  shall  have  power  to  appoint  and  commission,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Legislative  Council,  all  officers,  civil  and 
of  the  militia,  whose  appointments  are  not  herein  (therein)  oth- 
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cTwisd  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law.**  That 
said  act  is  unrepealed.  That  the  act  of  the  2l8t  January,  1829, 
entitled,  **  An  act  to  authorise  the  citizens  of  the  Territories  of 
Arkansas  and  Florida  to  elect  their  officers,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," to  which  the  Governor  alludes,  i  j  its  first  three  sections, 
alludes  exclusively  to  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  which  at  that 
time  had  a  senate.  The  first  section  of  that  act  gives  the"  citi- 
zens of  the  Territorv  of  Arkansas,  qualified  to  vote,"  the  rights 
"  ^t  such  time  and  place,  and  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
the  Legislature  of  said  Territory  might  prescribe,  to  elect  their 
officers,  civil  and  military,  except  such  as  by  the  laws  of  Gon- 
l?ress  then  in  force,  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  and  except  also  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Auditor 
and  Treasurer  for  said  Territory,  who  should  be  chosen  by 
joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  Legislature,  at  such  time  and  for 
such  term  of  servide  as  the  said  Legislature  should  prescribe." 

The  fourth  section  of  the  same  act  to  which  the  Governor  al- 
so makes  reference,  provides,  "  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
qualified  voters  of  xh9  Territory  of  Florida  to  elect  their  officers 
civil  and  military,  in  such  manner  and  under  such  rules,  regula- 
tions, restrictions  and  conditions  as  are  prescribed  in  the  lore- 
going  provisions  in  the  two  first  sections  of  that  act." 

We  understand  the  words  "  qualified  voters"  of  Florida,  inthe 
fourth  section,  to  mean  the  same  thing  with  the  words,  **  citi- 
zens of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  qualified  to  vote"  in  the  first 
section,  and  both  to  give  certain  elections  to  the  people ;  and  the 
words  "  rules  and  regulations"  to  apply  to  the  words  **  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Territory 
mav  prescribe." 

fn  the  4th  section  the  words  restrictions  and  conditions  must 
mean  to  extend  to  the  people  of  Florida  the  exceptions  in  the 
first  section,  of  such  officers  as  by  the  laws  of  Congre.«s  are  to 
be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  Auditor  and*  Treasurer,  who  by  said  first  section 
were  to  be  appointed  by  joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Arkansas. 

These  officers  being  thus  exempted  from  the  power  of  the 
people,  the  question  arises  to  whom  their  election  was  given. — 
As  to  those  appointed  by  the  President  it  is  clear  that  those  re- 
mained with  him.  As  to  those  to  be  chosen  by  joint  vote  of 
the  two  houses^  of  the  Legislature  of  Arkansas,  it  is  equally 
clear  that  that  act  specially  giving  such  power  to  the  joint  vote 
of  two  houses,  in  Arkansas,  could  not  be  intended  without  ex- 
press words  to  give  a  similar  power  to  the  single  houses  then 
existing  in  Florida.  Such  a  construction  would  have  ousted  the 
Governor  of  his  power  of  nomination,  and  given  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  nomination  and  election  to  the  single  house  of  the  Leg- 
islative Council  of  Florida,  because  the  election  was  given  to 
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the  joint  vote  of  the  two  houses  of  Arkansas. 

And  that  act  can  not  be  held  to  contemplate  the  future  exis- 
tence of  a  Senate  in  Florida  established  long  afterwards. 

If  it  does  the  Governor  has  no  right  to  nomirrate  the  oflScers 
embraced  in  the  second  exception  of  the  first  section  of  the  act, 
but  the  same  must  be  chosen  by  joint  vote  of  the  two  houses. 
We  consider  then  that  there  was  no  alteration  intended  by  the 
act  of  1829,  in  the  right. of  the  Governor  to  nominate. and  the 
Lecislative  Council  to  confirm. 

^  The  next  act  to  be  considered  is  the  act  of  the  7th  of  July, 
1838,  which  declares  that  the  legislative  Council  shall  consist 
of  two  houses,  to  be  called  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. That  act  provides  no  mode  by  which  the  two  houses 
shall  act  upon  Executive  nominations,  and  as  the  power  to  con* 
firm  is  given  to  the  Legislative  Council,  and  that  council  is  con- 
stituted of  two  houses,  we  know  of  no  power  or  right  by  which 
they  can  act  as  one  heuse,  or  by  joint  vote  in  any  case,  unless 
express  authority  was  given  them  by  the  act  establishing  them. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the  two  houses 
of  the  Legislature  of  Florida  can  not  legally  act  jointly  upon 
the  subject  of  Executive  nominations. 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  this  report  and  these  resolutions 
be  transmitted  to  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  and  the  House  of 
lUpresentatives. 

W.  H.  BROCKENBROUGH,  Chairman, 
a  H.  DUPONT, 
GEORGE  WALKER, 

Which  were  read. 

Mr.  Smith  offered  the  following  Resolution,  to  wit : 
Reidvedy  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
as  to  the  validity  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act,  passed  Februar 
ry  11th,  1838,  entitled,  **  An  act  further  to  amend  the  Charter 
of  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,"  altering 
the  19th  section  of  the  original  act,  incorporating  said  institu- 
tion, to  the  prejudice  of  the  vested  r'fghts  of  the  bill  holders, 
i%itbout  their  express  consent ;  and  to  inquire  as  to  the  power  of 
the  Council  to  repeal  and  modify  s^id  section,  and  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Which  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Smith,  Duval, 
and  Nunes,  appointed  said  Committee. 

Mr.  Bannerman  offered  the  following  Resolution : 
Retdvedy  That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  this  Terri- 
tory, be  requested  to  furnish  to  this  House  m  statement  of  the 
amount  of  money  that  was  turned  over  to  him  by  his  predeces- 
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s«r,  borrowed  on  the  faith  of  the  Territory  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontier :  the  amount  borrowed  by  himself  for  the  same  par- 
pose;  the  amount  which  ha^  been  disbursed  and  paid  out  for  the 
supplies  of  the  troops  in  the  Territorial  service;the  amount  paid 
said  troops  for  their  services;  the  number  of  troops  that  have 
been  employed  by  him  in  the  service  of  the  Territory,  and  the 
length  of  time  they  have  served;  also,  the  amount  that  is  now 
due  said  troops,  and  due  for  supplies  furnished  the  same;  and 
also  the  number  of  troops  that  are  at  this  time  in  the  Territorial 
8er\'ice. 

Which  was  read. 

The  resolutions  offered  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Myers  were 
taken  up.     Mr.  Duval  offered  the  following  amendment,  viz  : 

Resolvedy  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message,  as  re- 
lates to  a  compilation  of  a  second  volume  of  Laws  by  John  P. 
Duval,  Esq.,  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Which  was  adopted ; 

The  Resolutions  were  then  put  upon  their  passage,  and  a- 
dopted ; 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the  Committee, 
agreeable  to  the  amendment :  Messrs.  Stephens,  Brown  and 
Fernandez. 

The  Resolutions  firom  the  Senate,  voting  Col.  Harney  a 
sword,  &LC.,  were  adopted,  as  amended  by  the  House,  wlucb 
aniendment  was ;  that  copies  of  the  resolutions  be  sent  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  Secretary  at  War,  Lieut.  Cot 
Harney,  and  all  other  field  officers,  both  of  the  United  States 
army  and  militia  of  Florida,  in  actual  service. 

The  resolutions  reported  to  the  House  by  the  Commitlee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  petition  of  Kenneth  Bembry  were  taken  up. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  first  resolution,  the  ayes  and  nays  were 
called  for  by  Messrs.  Smith  and  Duval,  and  were : 

Atis:  Afr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Baonerman,  Bell,  Bird,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Bush,  Church,  Cone,  Duval,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  Fernan- 
dez,  Fontane,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Mosely,  Myers,  Nunes,  Pent, 
Priest,  Sadbury,  Smith,  and  Stephens — 24. 

Nays  :  Mr.  Thigpen. 

So  the  first  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  called  for  on  the  adoption  of  the  second 
resolution,  by  Messrs.  Smith  and  Priest,  and  were  : 

Ayes  :  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Brown,  Church,  Cone, 
Elzuardi,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Mosely,  Myers,  Nones,  Pent,  Priest, 
Smith  aad  Thigpen — 16. 

Nays  :  Messrs.  Bannorman,  Brjran,  BuiA,  Duval,  Evans,  McKin- 
not),  Miller,  Sadburjv  Stephens — 9. 

So  said  second  resolution  was  adopted. 

Upon  the  reading  of  the  third  resolution,  Mr.  Stephens  moved  to 
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wnend  it,  by  striiung  •ut  the  words,  **  and  Kenneth  Bembfy."  The 
ayes  and  nays  were  called  for  on  this  amendment  by  Messrs.  Smith 
and  Stephens,  and  were — 

Ayes  :  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bryan,  Bush,  Duval,  Evans, 
McKinnon,  Miller,  Myers,  Sadbury,  Stephens — 11. 

Nays  :  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs,  Bell,  Biid,  Church,  Cone,  Elzuardi, 
Fernandez,  Fontane,  Mosely,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  Smith,  and  Tfaig. 
pen — 14. 

So  said  amendment  was  lost 

The  third  resolution  was  then  put  upon  its  passage.  The  ayes 
and  nays  were  called  upon  this  question  by  Messrs.  Smith  and  Thig- 
pen,  were : 

Ayss:  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Brown,  Church,  Cone, 
Elzuardi,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Mosely,  Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest, 
Smith  and  Thigpen — 16. 

Nays;  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bryan,  Bush,  Duval,  Evans,  Me- 
Kinnon,  MiHer,  Sadbury  and  Stephens — 9. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  then  concurred  iu. 

Mr.  Brown  then  offered  the  following  ResbluUon,  viz  : 

Resolved!,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions,  signed  by 
the  Speaker  and  Clerk  of  this  House,  be  forthwith  transmitted 
to  the  Honorable  the  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Leon  Coun- 
ty, jnforming  him  of  such  vacancy  in  the  representative  branch 
of  this  Council,  from  Leon  County,  that  a  new  election  for  one 
member  may  be  ordered  according  to  law. 

Which  was  adopted. 

An  election  took  place  for  printer  of  this  House.  Mr.  Co- 
sam  Emir  Bartlett  was  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Thigpen  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  enter  the  following 
protest,  viz : — 

Mr.  Thigpin  enters  his  protest  against  electing  a  printer,  to 
do  the  miscellaneous  printing  and  journals  of  this  House, 
without  firrst  receiving  proposals,  and  making  a  contract  for 
the  same. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  at  10 
o'clock. 


Tuesday  January  19,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  A  quorum  being 
present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Myers,  the  resolvfions  from  the  Senate, 
relative  to  the  appointment  by  the  President  of  the  United 
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and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Duval  gave  notice  that  he  will  on  some  future  day  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  relating  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  patrols. 

Also  a  bill  amendatory  to  the  act  now  ip  ibrce,  reguktiog 
the  appointment  and  duties  of  overseers  of  roads. 

Mr.  Nunes  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  enitled,  an  act  for  the  relief  oL 
Wro.  H.  Jones,  former  pilot  on  the  bar  of  Pensacola. 

Mr.  Duval  presented  the  petition  of  Susan  Dozier,  (former- 
ly Susan  Forehand)  praying  to  be  divorced  from  her  husband 
Benjamin  Dozier.  Which  was  read,  and  with  the  accompany- 
ing affidavit,  referred  to  a  select  committee. — Messrs.  Duval, 
Church,  and  McKinnon,  were  appointed  that  committee. 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  last  provision  of  the 
fifth  section  of  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  a  board  of 
wardens  and  commissioners  ^of  pilotage  for  the  port  of  Key 
West,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading^ 
to-morrow. 

The  report  and  resolutions  transmitted  from  the  Senate  on 
yesterday,  to  this  House,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

The  resolution  offered  on  yesterday  by  Mr.  Bannerman,  was 
read  a  second  and  third  time  and  adopted. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  reso^ 
lutlons  from  the  Senate  relative  to  th^  appointment  of  officers 
in  this  Territory,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Mr* 
Brown  hi  the  Chair — after  some  time  spent  in  consideration 
thereof,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  that  the  committee 
had  stricken  out  all  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate,  after  the 
word  '*  Whereas,"  and  inserted  the  iol lowing  in  lieu  thereof^ 
viz; 

In  the  early  settlement  of  this  Territory, 
it  was  perhaps  necessary  and  proper,  that  the  most  important 
offices  in  the  gifl  of  the  President,  should  be  filled  by  nomi- 
nees of  established  character  from  the  States;  ye|  the  period 
having  now  arrived,  when  the  number,  talents,  enterprise, 
worth  and  faithful  services  of  many  of  our  resident  citizens, 
qualify  them  for  the  discharge,  and  entitle  them  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  all  civil  offices  in  this  Territory,  be  it  therefore 

Resolved^  That  this  Liegislative  Cpuncil,  in  behalf  of  the 
people  of  Florida,  do  respectfully  urge  upon  and  recommeBd 
to  the  Prendent  elect  of  the  United  States,  that  all  Execntive 
nominations  for  civil'offices  in  this  Territory,  be  hereafter  made 
from  our  resident  citizens. 
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And  whereas^  the  right  of  electing  their  rulers  in  one  of  the 
most  inestimable  privileges  of  a  free  people,  and  one  which 
ought  not  to  be  yielded  or  withheld,  unless  incompatible  with 
higher  interests ; 

Be  it  further  Resdvedy  That  the  Delegate  from  this  Terri- 
tory be  requested,  without  delay,  to  urge  upon  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  the  passage  of  a  law,  authorising  the  people 
of  Florida  to  elect  their  Governor. 

Raolved  further f  That  a  copy  of  this  document  be  forward- 
ed to  the  President  elect  of  the  LFnited  States,  President  of  the 
Senate  of  the  U.  S.  and  to  the  Delegate  in  Congress  which  re- 
port was  received  and  said  Resolutions  read  and  adapted. 

The  House  took  up  the  rules  reported  on  a  former  day,  and 
after  sundry  amendments,  adopted  them  for  the  government  of 
thi3  House. 

RvLB  1  The  Speaker  shall  take  the  chair  every  day  preciselv  at 
the  hour  te  which  the  House  shall  have  adjouroed  on  the  preceding 
day: — Shall  immediately  call  the  mqpbers  to  order,and  on  the  appear- 
ance of  a  quorum  shall  cause  the  journal  ef  the  preceding  day  to  be 
read 

3.  He  shall  preserve  order  and  decorum — may  speak  to  points  of 
order  in  preference  to  other  members,  rising  from  his  seat  for  that 
purpose,  and  shall  decide  questions  of  order,  subject  to  an  appeal  to 
the  House  by  uny  two  members,  on  which  appeal  no  member  shall 
speak  more  than  once,  unless  by  leave  of  the  House. 

8.  He  shall  rise  to  put  the  question,  but  may  state  it  standing. 

4.  No  menfber  shall  speak  to  ^ny  other,  or  otherwise  interrupt 
the  business  of  the  Houae,  or  read  any  newspaper  or  other  paper, 
while  the  Journals  or  other  public  papers  are  being  read,  or  pa^  b^. 
tween  the  speaker  and  any  other  member  who  may  be  addressing 
tbeHouee. 

5.  Every  member  when  he  speaks,  shall  address  the  chair  stand- 
ing  in  his  place,  and  when  he  has  finished  shall  sit  down. 

6.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  any  one  debate  en 
the  same  day,  without  leave  of  the  House. 

7.  When  two  or  more  members  shall  rise  at  the  same  time,  the 
speaker  shall  name  the  person  entitled  to  proceed. 

8.  When  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order,  he  shall  sit  down  un. 
til  the  spealMr  shall  have  determined  t«  bother  he  is  in  order  or  not, 
and  every  question  of  order  shall  be  decided  by  the  Speaker  without 
debate,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Houses 

ft.  If  a  member  be  called  to  order  for  words  spoken,  the  excep- 
Uonable  words  shall  immediately  be  taken  down  in  writing  by  the 
person  objecting,  that  the  speaker  may  be  better  enabled  to  judge  of 
the  matter. 

IT.  10.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  of  the 
House,  without  leave  of  the  House  first  obtained,  ani  in  case  a  le&4 
number  than  a  quorum  shall  convene,  they  are  hereby  authorised  to 
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•Old  tb»«ergiaDt  $i  wms  or  may  oth^r  perg^n  or  penoiu,  by  them 
Buth#ii8odt  £br  any  or  mil  abieiit  members,  as  the  majority  of  such 
members  present  shall  agree,  at  the  expense  ef  such  absent  mem- 
bers respectively.unless  such  excuse  for  non-attendance  shall  be  made 
as  the  House  (when  a  quorum  is  cenvened)  shall  jud^  sufficient. 

11.  No  metion  shall  be  debated  until  the  same  shall  be  seconded. 

12.  When  a  motion  shall  be  made  and  seconded  it  shall  be  reduc. 
ad  to  wnting,  if  desired  by  the  speaker  or  any  member,  delivered  ia 
at  the  taUe,  and  read  before  the  same  shall  be  debated. 

13.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shall  be  received 
but  to  adieum,to  lie  oo  the  table,  to  postpone  indefinitely,  to  postpene 
to  day  certain,  to  comnut  er  to  amend ;  which  several  motions  shall 
have  precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  arranged,  and  the 
motion  for  acyournment  shall  be  in  order,  and  the  motion  to  adjourn, 
or  to  lie  on  the  table,  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

14.  If  the  question  in  debate  contain  several  points,  any  member 
may  have  the  same  divided. 

15.  In  filling  up  blanks,  the  largest  sum  and  longest  time  shall  be 
first  put. 

16.  When  the  reading  of  a-paper  is  called  for,  and  the  same  is 
objected  to  by  any  member,  it  shall  be  determined  by  vote  of  the 
House  without  debate. 

17.  When  the  Yeas  and  Nays  shall  be  called  for,  by  two  of  the 
members  present,  every  member  within  the  bar  of  the  House  at  the 
time  the  question  was  put  by  the  Speaker,  shall,  (unless  for  special 
reasons  he  be  excused  by  the  House)  declare  openly  and  witheut 
debate,  his  assent  or  dissent  to  the  question.  In  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  upon  the  call  of  the  House,  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers shall  be  taken  alphabetically. 

18.  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to»  vote  on  any  question  who 
was  without  the  bar  of  the  House  at  the  time  the  question  was  pot 
unless  by  consent  of  the  House;  and  no  motion  to  permit  such  mess- 
her  to  vote,  shall  be  in  order,  unless  it  shall  be  made  before  the 
House  proceed  to  other  business. 

19.  On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  to  shut  the  doors  of  the 
House,  on  the  decision  of  any  business  which  may,  in  the  opimoa 
of  a  member,  require  secrecy,  the  Speaker  shall  direct  the  gallery 
to  be  cleared  ;  and  during*  the  discussion  of  such  motion,  the  door 
shall  remain  shut,  and  no  motion  shall  be  deemed  in  order,  to  admit 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  within  the  doors  of  the  Repre* 
sentative  Chamber,  to  present  any  petition,  memorial  ov  address,  or 
to  hear  any  such  read. 

20.  f'he  following  order  shall  be  observed  in  taking  up  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House,  viz :  Ist.  Motions.  2d.  Petitions,  memorial^  and 
other  papers  addressed  either  to  the  House  or  to  the  Speaker  thereof. 
8d.  Resolutions.  4d.  Reports  of  standing  Committees.  5th.  Re- 
ports of  Select  Committees.  6th.  Messages  from  the  Senate,  lying  oa 
the  table,  and  lastly,  orders  of  the  day ;  bdt  it  shall  be  in  order  at  any 
time,  when  no  ether  question  is  before  the  House,  te  meve  tp  go  into 
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an  election  (or  officers  to  be  elected  either  by  this  Hoote  or  bf  joiol 
ballet. 

21.  When  a  question  has  been  once  made  and  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative  or  negative,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  of  the  ma- 
jority, to  move  for  the  reconsideration  thereof;  but  do  motion  for  tho 
recoosideration  of  aoy  vote  shall  be  in  ordm*,  after  a  l>ill,  resolution 
message,  report,  amendment  or  motion  upon  which  the  rote  was  ta« 
ken,  shall  have  gone  out  of  the  possession  of  the'  House,  annonnc- 
ing  their  decision.  Nor  shall  any  motion  for  reconsideration  be  in 
order,  unless  made  on  the' same  day  on  which  the  vote  was  taken,  or 
within  the  two  next  days  of  actual  session  of  the  House  thereafter. 

22.  Oa  a  question  when  the  yeas  and  nays  are  called  for,  in  tho 
event  of  a  tie,  the  question  shall  be  decided  in  the  negative. 

23.  All  questions  shall  be  put  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  and 
the  members  shall  signify  their  assent  or  dissent,  by  answering 
viva  voce^  yea  or  no. 

34.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  or  the  Speaker  pro.  tern,  shall 
have  the  right  to  name  a  member  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  chair 
but  such  substitute  shall  not  extend  beyond  an  adjournment. 

25.  Before  any  petition,  memorial  or  other  paper,  addressed  either 
to  the  House  or  to  the  speaker  thereof  shall  be  recei\  ed  and  read 
at  the  table,  whether  the  same  be  introduced  by  the  speaker  or  m 
member,  a  brief  statenoent  of  the  contents  of  the  petition,  memorial 
or  other  paper,  shall  verbally  be  made  by  the  introducer. 

26.  One  day's  notice  at  least  shall  be  given  of  an  intended  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  aad  no  bill  shall  be  written  or  printed  ex- 
cept by  express  order  of  the  House. 

27.  Every  bill  and  all  resolutions  of  a  public  nature,  or  for  the 
appropriation  of  the  public  money  shall  receive  three  readings  pre- 
viously to  the  final  passage  6f  such  bill  or  resolutions,  and  the  speak- 
er shall  give  notice  at  each,  whether  it  be  the  first,  second  or  third 
reading,  which  readings  shall  be  on  three  different  days^  ualeoe 
three.fourths  of  the  members  shall  otherwise  direct. 

28.  No  bill  shall  be  committed  or  amended,  until  it  shall  have 
passed  its  first  reading,  after  which  it  may  be  referred  or  amended. 

29.  All  bills,  resolutions  of  a  public  nature,  or  resolutions'  for  the 
appropriation  of  public  money,  shall  be  noted  by  the  Speaker  at  least 
one  day  previous  to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  or  resolutions,  at 
which  reading  it  sJiall  be  in  order  for  any  member  to  move  its  com- 
mitment to  a  committee  of  the  whole  house;  that  it  lie  on  the  table;  for 
its  indefinite  postponement;  for  its  postponement  to  a  day  certain  not 
beyond  the  session;  fer  its  commitment  to  a  standing  committee;  to  a 
select  committee;  or  to  amend;  which  motions  shaU  have  prece- 
dence in  the  order  above  stated. 

SO.  The  same  rules  shall  be  observed  on  the  third  as  are  reqnhred 
on  tho  second  reading  of  any  bill,  resolution,  or  other  paper. 

81.  It  shall  not  be  in  order  to  amend  the  title  of  any  bill  or  resolu- 
tion, until  it  shall  have  passed  its  third  readinjuc* . 

32.  The  titles  of  bills,  and  such  parts  thereof  only  as  shall  be  ef- 
fected by  proposed  amendments,  shall  be  inserted  on  the  journals. 
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B8.  TlMfoikwiogttaiidiagcemaiitte69ito«ontistof  not  lets  tkta 
fiv9  members  eacMhall  be  appointed  by  the  speaker^at  the  csEmieace. 
ment  ef  each  sessien,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise,  viz : 
a  eonrniittee  on  the  Judiciary;  a  committee  on  the  Militia;  a  commit- 
tee on  Finance;  a  committee  on  Claims;  a  committee  on  Schools  and 
Colleges ;  a  commi(tee  on  the  state  of  the  Territory;  a  committee  on 
Banks;  a  committee  on  Agriculture;  a  committee  on  Internal  Im- 
prevementSy  a  committee  on  Enrelled  Bills;  and  a  cemmittee  oa 
Elections. 

34.  All  confidential  cemmunications  made  by  the  Governor  to  the 
House,  shall  be  by  the  members  thereof  kept  secret,  until  the  House 
by  its  resolution,  shall  take  off  the  injunctioa  of  ^crecy. 

35.  All  information  or  remarks  teuchmg  or.  concerning  the  cha- 
racter pr  qualification  of  any  person  nominated  by  the  Governor  to 
office,  shall  be  kept  secret^ 

36.  When  acting  on  confidential  or  executive  business,  the  House 
shell  be  cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  Clerks,  the  Sergeants. 
Arms,  and  the  Door  Keeper. 

37.  The  proceedings  of  the  House,  when  not  acting  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal  as  concisely  as  practi- 
cable, care  being  taken  to  detail  a  true  and  accurate  account  ef  the 
proceedings. 

38.  AH  bills  and  all  resolutions  of  a  public  nature,  or  for  the  ap« 
propriation  of  public  money,  when  they  shall  have  passed  the  House, 
aAer  the  third  reading,  shall  be  carefully  engrossed  by  tho  Clerks 
elected  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  ac 
companied  with  a  message  stating  the  title  of  the  bill,  resolution  or 
other  paper,  and  asking  the  concurrence  of  that  body. 

39.  Messages  shall  be  sent  to  the  Senate  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  he  transmitting  the  same  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms* 

40.  Messengers  may  be  introduced  at  any  stage  of  the  business 
except  while  a<iuestion  is  being  put,  while  yeas  and  nays  are  being 
called,  or  while  the  ballots  are  being  called  out. 

41.  The  Governor  and  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  or  any  former 
Governor  or  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  former  Members  of  the 
Council,  Members  of  the  Convention  and  the  Judges  of  the  Supe* 
nor  Courts,  bhall  be  admitted  to  a  seat  within  the  bar  of  the  House 
upon  being  invited  by  any  Member  of  the  House. 

42.  The  Clerks  of  the  House,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  the 
Doorkeeper,  shall  be  severally  sworn  by  the  Speaker,  well  and  faith, 
fiilly  to  discharge  their  respective  duties,  and  to  keep  secret  the  pro- 
oeedings  of  the  House  when  sitting  with  closed  doers. 

43.  No  bill  shall  be  introduced  into  the  House  on  the  last  week 
of  the  session,nor  shall  the  above  rules  or  any  of  them  be  rescinded 
or  suspended  unless  three-fourths  ef  the  meinbers  present  otherwise 
direct. 

One  hundred  copies  thereof  were  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  it  is  ordered  that  when  this 
House  adjourns  hereafter,  the  hour  of  meeting  shall  be  12 
o'clock,  until  otherwise  fixed  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  Januai*y  20th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  a  quorum  being 
present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read- 
Mr.  Bannerman  gave  notice  th?^t  be  will,  ou  some  futare 
day,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  art  to  in- 
corporate the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  City  of  Tal 
lahassee. 

Mr.  McEinnon  moved  that  the  Chief  Clerk  of  this  House  b« 
authorised  to  subscribe  for  ten  copies  each  of  the  newspapers 

Eublished  in  TsHIahassee,  to  be  furnished  each  member  of  the 
[ouse  of  Representatives  during  the  present  sessipn,  which 
motion  was  laid  on  the  table  until  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Duval  presented  the  petition  of  Alfred  A.  Fisher,  late 
Sheriif  of  Leon  County,  praying  that  he  be  allowed  certain 
accounts  for  keeping  prisoners — which  was  read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Jas.  B.  Dorsey,  and  « 
number  of  the  other  citizens  of  Port  Leon,  praying  for  an  act 
of  incorporation  of  said  town,  which  was  read  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee.  Messrs.  Brown,  Bannerman  and  Taylor 
were  appointed  said  Committee. 

Mr.  Smith  laid  before  the  House  the  presentment  of  the 
Grand  Jur^,  in  and  for  the  Counties  of  St.  Johns  and  Musquito, 
made  at  the  October  Term  of  the  Superior  Court  for  said 
countieS|1840;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coromittets 
on  Finance,  on  the  ^S^tate  of  the  Territory,  and  on  Banks. 

A  bill,  entitled  *^  An  Act  to  repeal  the  last  provision  of  the 
fifth  section  of  an  act  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  a  board  %C 
Wardens  and  Commissioners  of  Pilotage  for  the  Port  of  Key 
West,"  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Ordered,  that  the 
title  be  as  read. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow* 


Thursday,  January  21,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  tQ  adjoamment.  A  quorum  being 
present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  £lzuardi,  Mr.  Steele,  the  Member  elect 
from  Hillsborough  county,  was  duly  qualified  and  took  his 
seat  as  a  member  of  this  House. 

6 
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Mr.  MoseVy  was  excas^dl  from  senriog  ob  Ihe  Comnnttte  oo 
Financei  and  Mr.  Steele  placed  on  the  same. 
*  Mr.  FernaiMlez  gave  ootice  that  he  will,  on  some  fiitnra  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bUI  to  be  endiM,  an  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  First  Baptist  Church  of  tfie  Town  of  Jacksonville. 

Also  a  bin  entidedy  '*  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Town  M 
Mandarin.^ 

Also  a  bill  to  be  entided,  ui  act  to  incorporate  (be  Town  mi 
Jacksonville* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  Mr.  Fernandez  was  added  to  tba 
Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  on  Claims,  and  on  the 
Militia.     The  rale  being  for  that  purpose  waived. 

Mr.  Myers,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introdoce  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  regulate  the  Banks 
of  Florida,  and  to  compel  their  resumption  of  specie  payment. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banks, 
and  one  hundred  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr  Taylor  gave  notice  that  he  willy  on  some  future  day,  ask 
'  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Monticello  Rail 
Road  Company. 

Mr.  Thigpen  gave  notice  tbat  he  will,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an 
act  concerning  bastard  children  in  this  Territory,  approved 
January  the  5th  182d. 

Mr.  Bannerman  pursuant  to  previous  notice  introduced  a 
bin  entitied,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
XJhurch,  in  the  City  of  Tallahassee.  Which  was  read  and  fifty 
copies  ordered  printed. 

Mr.  Cone  gave  notice,  that  he  ^ill,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitied,  an  act  to  incorporate 
a  Company  to  be  called  the  Tampa  Bay  and  St.  Johns  Rail 
Road  and  Steamboat  Company, 

Mr.  Duval  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  H.  Hopkins,  reported 
the  following  bill,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  a  United  States 
mail  line  in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Which  was  read  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.Mosely  finom  the  Judiciary  CommiMee,  made  the  foUow- 
ingreport : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  a 
report  with  sundry  resolutions  fh>m  the  Senate,  upon  so  much 
of  the  Governor's  Message  as  relates  to  voting  by  joint  balloC 
o(  the  two  Houses,  upon  all  nominations  made  by  the  Execn- 
tive,  have  the  same  under  consideration  and  instructed  me  to 
report  the  same  lo  the  House,  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mend their  adoptioA. 
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'    AM  of  wbidi  k  rarpcctfiilly  t«bmilied* 

i  W.  D.  MO»ELY,  Clmi*tt. 

Which  report  was  received,  and  said  report  and  reioJotioiit 
ordUred  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  the  House  die  foDownigbill  as 
having  paned  that  body,  tii : 

A  bill  entitled,  an  met  to  repeal  th^  tfiird  and  eighth  seetiM 
af  an  act  entiUed,  an  ad  to  authorise  the  Governor  of  Florida 
tsrraise  tioops  for  te  dei»oe  oT  the  frontier,  and  fbr  ocbar 
WMMs,  approved  Sd  of  Man^,  1899^» 

Which  was  i^d  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  die  Mi- 
fisia* 

The  metioo  made  on  yesterday  by  Mr«  McKinnon,  i^kdve 
to  procuring  copies  of  the  different  papers  in  this  city,  was 
adopted,  the  rule  being  waived. 

Ins  Excdiency,  the  Governor,  transmitted,  by  bis  private 
Sfecretary,  a  message  containing  Executive  noiainations. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

The  House  tl^en  adjourned  until  to-morrow^ 


Friday,  January  22d,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being 
present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Myers  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
teave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  amending  an  act 
incorporating  a  Board  of  Port  Wardens  and  Commissioners  of 
Wrecks  at  Apatacbicola. 

Mr.  Brown  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  *' An  act  to  incorporate 
the  Bank  of  Tallahassee." 

Mr.  Priest  presented  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Cole,  praying 
to  be  divorced  from  her  husband  Jacob  Cole,  which  was  read 
and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee-— consisting  of  Messrs. 
Priest,  Fernandez  and  Steele. 

Mr.  Priest  offered  the  following  Resolution,  viz : 

Reicitedy  That  the  laws  of  attachment,  as  they  exist  in  this 
Territory,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  for 
their  improvement ;  and  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Priest,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  Viz : 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


44 

The  Committee  on  CImm,  to  whom  wm  teftrtfed  the  petitf on 
o(  Alfred  A.  Fisher,  kte  Sheriff  of  Leon  County,  beg  leave  to 
Report  : 

That  it  appears  that,  in  the  month  of  January,  1837,  the 
said  Fi«her  was  required  to  take  into  his  custody  two  prisoners, 
Huganin  and  Kachler,  as  appears  by  his  acconntt  herewith 
aaaezed;  that  at  that  time  there  was  no  jail  in  I«eon  County; 
tod  that  the  ^id  Fisher  was  obtiged  to  hire  a  roon  for  a  pri* 
ton,  and- to  ^mplojr  a  guard  for  the  safe  keeping <if  said  pri^ 
soners;  and  the  accounts  foir  said  expenses  and  seryices,  amoinil- 
ng  to  iS58thave  been  examined  and  allowed  to  the  said  Fislier 
by  the  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  Middle  District  of 
Florida;  your  comtnittee  are  of  opinion^  that-akhoogh  some  of 
the  said  chat^es  are  rather  high,  yet  tliey  bdieve  that  the  ac- 
counts of  the  said  Fisher  oughl  to  bepaid« 

Yow  Committee  therefore  report  the  annexed  resolatioow— 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GABRIEL  PRIEST,  Chairman. 

Re$6lvedi  hytke  ChverTior  and  LegiikUwe  CaimeU  of  ike 
Territory  oj  Florida^  That  the  Auditor  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  and  required  to  audit,  and  pay  to,  Alfred  A.  Fisher, 
late  Sheriff  of  Leon  County,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  his  claim  foi*  rent  of  room 
for  a  jail,  and  guarding  two  prisoners,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Which  was  read  and  received,  and  said  Resolution  ordered 
for  a  second  reading  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Select  Committee  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  Jesse  H.  Willis,  reported  the  following  bill, 
viz: 

A  bill  entitled,  an  ^'Actto  authorise  Jesse  H.  Willis  to  eman- 
cipate a  female  slave  named  Eliza — which  bill  was  read,  and  or- 
dered for  a  second  reading  on  Monday  next. 

The  report  and  resolutions  from  the  Senate  relative  to  voting 
on  Executive  nominations  by  jomt  ballot,  were  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  Myers,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Militia,  to  which 
was  referred  a  bill,  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  third  and  eighth 
sections  of  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  authorise  the  Governor  of 
Florida  to  raise  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontier,  and  for 
other  purposes,  approved  March  2d,  1839,  reported  said  bill 
to  the  House  without  amendment— *which  report  was  con- 
curred in,  and  said  bill  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a 
thiird  reading  on  Monday  next. 

The  Governor's  message,  containing  certain  nominations, 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday  next. 
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Monday,  Jaaoar^  Sf^  1841. 

Tbe  Hottse  met  pnniiatit  to  adjoarnmeDt;  a  qnorain  being 
present,  the  jonitial  of  Fridaey's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Femandet  gare  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leaTe  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  an  act  constituting  a  Board  of  Wardens,  Commis- 
sionerg  6f  Pilotage,  and  Commissioners  of  Wrecks  for  the  Port 
of  Jacksonville,  and  other  places  thetein  provided  for,  approfetf 
Febrnary  28th,  1839. 

Mr.  Bush  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,-  to  be  entitled,  an  act  relative  to  free 
negroes  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Fontane  gave  notice  that  lie  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  ke  entitled,  an  act  to  organize 
tbe  St.  Augustine  City  Guards. 

Mr.  Myers  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the 
fees  of  Jailors. 

Mr.  Duval,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  entitled,  an  act  to  prescribe  the  man- 
ner of  appointing  patrols,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  to-morrow. 
1^  Mr.  Mosely  offered  the  following  Resolution,  viz: 

Resolved f  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  the  admission  of  this  Territory  into  the  Union,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory,  with  instructions 
to  drafl  a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  asking 
an  early  admission  of  this  Territory  into  the  Union,  as  one  of 
the  States  of  the  Confederacy. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Cone,  pursuaat  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
Tampa  Bay  and  St.  Johns  Rail  Road,  Canal  and  Steamboat 
Company;  which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  fifty  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Susan  Dozier,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Report  of  the  majority  of  the  Select  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Susan  Dotter,  praying  to  be 
divorced  from  her  husband,  Benjamin  Dozier,  having  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  beg  leave  to  state,  that  as  tbe  sta«> 
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tate  of  the  Territory  prescribes  a  ^lObif  before  the  Conrti, 
where  the  parties  can  appear,  and  meet  each  other  face  to  facei 
answer  and  be  answered,  sue  and  be  sued,  pUad  and  be  im- 
pleaded; the  mapri^  of  the  Select  Coannittee  ask  to  be  di** 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

A.  F.  DUVAL,  Chairman — In  majorily 

Which  W9s  read  and  concnrred  in  by  the  Houffe. 

Mr.  DuvaU  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Iiqprwci»cms, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  H.  Hopkii||i»  made 
the/oUowing 

RFPORT: 

Whereas^  The  increasing  Settlement,  population  and  bnsi- 
ness  of  this  Territoryi  and  the  prospect  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  Indian  war,  which  has  long  opposed  such  serious  obstacles 
thereto,  of  more  rapid  return  to  improvement,  call  for  attention 
to  the  means  of  communication  by  mail  throughout  the  Terri- 
tory, which,  not  having  been  recently  extended  in  equal  pro- 
portion with  other  parts  of  the  country,  are  entirely  inadequate 
to  the  wants  of  the  community :  And  whereas^  there  is  espe- 
cially, a  total  want  of  any  useful  and  dir4ct  mail  communication 
between  East  and  Middle  Florida,  and  between  South  and  Mid- 
dle Florida,  and  the  mail  routes  connecting  nearly  every  part  of 
the  Territoiy  with  the  commercial  emporiums  of  the  country, 
both  at  the  North  and  the  West,  arc  extremely  circuitous  and 
dilatory :  And  whereas^  various  places  near,  and  having  bu- 
siness with  each  other,  have  very  imperfect  or  no  cdnnection  by 
mail  routes— the  consequence  of  all  which  is,  that  both  public 
and  private  business  is  much  embarrassed.     Therefore, 

Resdvedj  by  the  Legislative  Council  ol  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  earnestly 
requested  to  establish  the  following  post  routes,  viz .  A  tri- 
weekly Post  Coach  route,  from  Tallahassee  via  Monticello, 
Madison  Court  House,  and  Suwannee  Springs  to  Jacksonville, 
branching  at  some  suitable  point  to  St.  Marys  or  Brunswick, 
Georgia;  a  tri-weekly  route  by,  stage  and  steamboat  combined, 
from  St.  Augustine,  via  Jacksonville  and  St.  Marys  or  Brans- 
wick,  to  Charleston  South  Carolina;  a  tri-weekly  steam  boat 
route  from  Port  Leon  to  Apalachicola,  and  by  stage  to  St 
Joseph;  a  tri-weekly  route  by  stage  and  steamboat  from  Qnincy 
▼ia  Bock  Bluff  to  lola;  a  tri-weekly  steamboat  from  St  Joseph 
or  Apalachicola  via  Pensacola  to  New  Orleans;  also  a  mait 
route  by  steam  boat,  at  least  once  a  month,  from  Key  West  l# 
Port  Leon,  via  Tampa. 
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Resolved^  Thai  our  Dtlegate  in  CMgrets  be  requested  io pre- 
sent and  urge  this  memorial,  and  to  obtain  informatioB  ntHB 
the  Post  Office  Department,  of  the  relative  length  and  expense 
of  eiMng  nail  routes  in  Ae  Territory,  cotnpared  with  m  dhe 
routes  in  the  country;  also,  whether  t^  the  estabfisbment  and 
proper  combination  erf* the  routes  herein  applied  for,  the  mails 
cannot  be  transported  between  Charleston  and  New  Orleans,  in 
at  least  one  day  less  time,  and  with  more  regularity,  than  they 
are  during  the  most  important  portion  of  the  year,  by  the  most 
speedy  ejusting  route. 

A.  F.  DUVAU 
Chairman  of  the  Coasmittee 

on  Internal  Improvements* 
Which  Report  and  Resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table,  and 
fifty  copies  ordered  to  be  printed; 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  tbe  House  the 
following  Message ; 

Executive  Department, 
Tallahassee,  25th  January,  1B4U 
To  the  HoH.  the  Uoute  of  RepreimMi»e$  of  the 

LegidaHve  ComuU  of  Florida: 
I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the^Southem  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  just  receiv- 
ed from  George  Field,  Esq.  President  of  that  Institution. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read,  and  100  copies  of  the  Report  and  Stals* 
ment  of  the  said  Ba^k  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  on. Claims,  rela- 
tive to  the  claims  of  A.  A.  Fisher,  late  Sheriff,  be,  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  Jesse  H.  Willis  to  eman- 
cipate a  female  slave  named  Eliza,  was  laid  on  tbe  table  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  a  bill,  entitled  wm 
aet  to  repeal  all  acts  allowing  writs  of  errors  or  appeals  in 
criminal  cases  as  having  passed  that  body.  It  was  plaee4 
liuioDg  the  orders  for  to-morrow. 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  third  an^l  eight  sections 
of  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  Florida 
to  raise  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, approved  2d  MaVch,  1839,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
V&e  on  the  Militia. 

The  Jjlouse  went  into  secret  sesuon  on  Executive  busintss. 

After  some  time  tbe  door  was  opened. 

Tbe  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 
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Tuesday,  Janaary  26,  1841. 

.  TheHoufe  ro^purfuantto  adjofuraneBU  A  quarani  baiog  psa- 
aaot,  the  Jouio^i  of  yasterday's  prooaedtoga  wara  raad* 

Mr.  Brown  gave  noticat  that  ha  wiU,  oa  aame  future  day,  aak  leave 
to  introduce  a  Ul]  to  be  entided,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  lola  and  8u 
Joseph  Canal  and  Rail  Road  Company. 

Mr.  Duf  al,  moved  that  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory 
be  requested  to  report  a  memorial  and  resolutions  to  this  house,  memo- 
raliziog  Congress  against  any  course  calculated  to  suffer  the  Indians 
to  remain  m  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Which  modoo  was  adopted* 

Mr.  Bannacaum  gave  naCiea  that  he  will,  on  aome  future  day  aak 
leave  ta  intraduce  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  ta  eatabliah  an  academy  near 
Salem  Church,  in  the  county  of  Leon,  and  to  incorporate  the  iruatees 
thereof. 

Mr.  Bush  gave  notice,  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  a^  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  abolish  all  Tarritoriai  taxes 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Thigpen,  Mr.  Steel  waa  added  to  the  CommiU 
tee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory. 

Mr.  Duval  praaented  the  petition  of  Baojamin  G.  Thornton,  prajring 
lar  certain  things  theieia  contained. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  a  select  cemmittee. 

Messrs.  Duval,  McKinnon,  Thigpen,  Prieat,  and  Stede,  wero 
placed  upon  said  committee. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  Wm.  H.  Ware,  praying  tiiaC 
ha  be  remunerated  for  certain  duties  performed  as  Deputy  MarMhaL 

Which  petition  was  read,  and  with  accompanying  documenta  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  claims. 

Mr.  Brawn  presented  the  petition  of  F.  L.  Ming,  Ex'r  of  J.  W. 
Exum,  late  Marshal  of  the  Western  District  of  Florida,  praying  that 
certain  accounts  of  the  Territoiy,  against  the  estate  af  said  Exum, 
be  remitted. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Cammittee  en  Claims. 

Mr.  Duval  prevented  the  petition  of  Michael  Ledwith,  prayiag 
<lutt  certain  forfeitures  therein  set  forth,  be  remitted  to  him. 

Which  was,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  rafarrad  ta  tlw 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Duval  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  repoa* 
tad  the  following  resdution,  viz : 

Whereait  an  appropriation  was  made  in  the  year  ,by  the 

Congieas  of  the  United  States,  of  ten  thousand  doUars,  for  the  survey 
and  construction  of  a  road  from  Tallahassee  to  lola,  on  the  Apalachi- 
cola  River :  And  whereas^  said  appropriation  has  not  been  expended 
tor  the  object  aforesaid,  on  account  ot  the  supposed  occupancy  by  the 
Indians  of  a  portion  of  the  country  through  which  said  road  would 
pass :  And  whereas^  by  the  law  of  Congress,  any  appropriatiao,  oat 
expended  within  two  yeass,  reverta  back  to  the  general  cofibsat  * 
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Bent  Resolved,  That  the  Delegate  in  Congress  be  urged  to  obtain  a 
rc-appropriation  of  tlie  said  sum  sun  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the 
•urvey  and  construction  of  the  road  between  Tallahassee  and  lola; 
and  that  a  copy  hereof  be  at  once  transmitted  to  the  Honorable  the 
Delegate  for  the  Territory. 

A.  F.  DUVAL, 

Chairman  of  the  Comrpitiee  on 

Internal  Improvements, 

Which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Modely  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  wa^ 
referred  a  resolution  directing  that  committee  to  amend  the  attach- 
ment laws,  reported  the  following  bill,  viz  : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  an  act  to  amend 
an  aoi,  regulating  the  mod9  of  proceeding  on  attachments,  approTdd 
February  15lh,  1834. 

Which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  manuscript  copies  ordered, 

Mr.  Duval  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  reported 
a  bill  to  be  entitled^  an  act  to  authorise  the  Brunswick  and  Florida  Rail 
Road  Company,  to  construct  a  Rail  Road  through  the  Territory  of 
Florida. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  transmittal  to  the  House,  as  having  passed  that  body, 
a  bill  to  be  entiled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Madison  Court 
House." 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  fbr  a  second  reading  on  to-roorrow. 

Mr.  Brown,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained  lea^e 
to  introduce  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Stockholders  of 
the  Baukot  Tallahassee. 

Which  was  read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banks^  and  one 
hundred  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  the  20th  rule  of  this  House  was  amen, 
^ed  by  inserting  after  the  words,  ^  dd.  Resolutions,"  the  words  <<  4th 
Bills,"  and  the  afler  numbers  were  changed  to  correspond  therewith. 

Mr.  Bush  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave  U> 
introduce  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  in  relation  to  Executions,  and  Decrees 
in  Chancery. 

Which  was  read,  and  50  copies  ordered  printed. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  the  House  the  follow, 
ing  message: 

Executive  Department,     ) 
Tallahassee,  26th  January,  }d41.  > 
To  the  Honorable  the  House  of  Representatives 

Of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Auditor  of 
Public  Accounts,  fer  the  y%ar  1840. 

The  Auditor  has  been  recently  appointed  to  office,  and  labors  under 
much  disadvantage  in  making  his  Report,  in  consequence  of  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Treasurer,  which  is  occasioned  by  a  family  affliction. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
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Wfaicb  wa<«  read,  aod  the  report  therein  mentioned  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

His  Excellency  the  G6vernor,  transmitted  to  the  House  the  follow- 
ing communication ; 

Executive  Department,     > 
Tallahassee,  26th  January,  1841.  ) 
Tq  tie  Him.  the  Speaker  of  the  Howe  of 

Representatives  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida: 
Sis  :  The  endoeed  letter  and  documents  were  received  by  me  a 
few  days  ago,  from  Jesse  Carter,  Esquire,  of  the  County  of  Alachua, 
in  East  Florida,  '{'hey  are  so  Toluminous,  that  much  time  would  be 
lost  in  placing  theiri  in  such  a  situation  as  to  enable  me  to  transmit 
them  with  messages  to  both  Houses  of  the  Legislative  Council.  I 
therefore  have  to  request  you  to  present  them  to  the  body  over  which 
you  preside,  that  such  action  may  be  taken  upon  them,  as  the  puUic 
interest,  aad  the  interert  of  Mr.  Carter  may  require. 

I  have  not  had  time  to  examine  the  claim,  and  can  give  no  opinion 
respecting  it ;  but  Mr.  Carter  is  one  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of 
the  County  in  which  be  resides/ and  in  my  belief  a  very  worthy  and 
heuorable  man. 

I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
Hon.  Peter  W.  Gautier,  Jr., 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida. 

Which  was,  with  accompanying  petition  and  ether  documents,  re. 
ferred  to  a  Select  Committee — Messrs.  Brown,  Bird  and  Bush  were 
appointed  said  cemmitte. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,an  act  to  prescribe  the  manner  of  appointing  pat* 
rols  and  for  other  purposes,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  fifty  copies  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  in  favor  of  the 
accounts  of  A.  A.  Fisher,  late  Sheriff,  dec,  was  read  a  third  time  and  . 
adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  Jesse  H.  Willis  to  eraaftci. 
pate  a  female  slave  named  Eliza,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  sent  to  this  House,  as  having  passed  that  body,  viz :  A 
bill  to  bejentitled,  <<an  act  to  repeal  all  acts  allowing  writs  of  error  on 
appeals  in  criminal  cases,"  which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  eecond 
reading  on  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duval,  Mn  Ledwith,  door  keeper  of  this  House, 
was  excused  from  attendance  on  thtf.  House  until  Friday  next. 

The  House  then  went  into  secret  fession  ob  Executive  business. 
After  some  time  the  door  was  opened. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morroW« 
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Wedpcesda^,  January  27th,  1841. 

The  Hou^  met  pursuant  to  adjoormnent ;  a  quorum  being 
present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens,  Mr.  Brown  was  added  to  the 
G#mmittee  on  Financer 

Mr.  Duval  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  cer- 
tain individuals  therein  named,  to  raise  a  certain  sum  of  moqey, 
by  way  of  Lottery,  to  erect  a  Masonic  Lodge  in  the  city  ol  Tal- 
lahasbce,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Taylor  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  Militia  and  Volunteers  of^lorida  called  into  the 
servii-e  of  the  United  States  during  the  present  Indian  war,  ap- 
proved February  12th,  1836. 

Mr.  Miller  moved  that  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Territory  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  of  the  Indian  war,  and  that  all  matters  in  connexion 
therewith,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

The  ayes  md  nays  were  called  for  on  this  motion  by  Messrs. . 
Nones  and  Myers,  and  were: 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Bird,  Bush,  Church,puval, 
£van8,  Fontane,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Sadbury,  Smith,  Stephens, 
and  Steele — 14. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Cone,  Fernandez, 
Mosely,  Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  Taylor  and  Thigpin — 11. 

So  said  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Nunes,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  autljprise  Lou- 
ther  Taylor  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Escambia  River  ; 

Which  was  read,  abd  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Smith  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  a^k 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  suppress  the  issue  of  shin  plaster  cur-  - 
reHcy,  and  the  passing  of  private  bijls  or  notes. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Edward  Bolen,  Jailor  of 
Calhoun  County,  praying  that  certain  accounts  he  allowed  him 
for  the  keeping  oi  prisoners,  tac; 

Which  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee — ^Messrs.  Brown, 
Bush  and  JEvans  were  placed  thereon. 

Mr.  Thigpen  offered  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions : 
Whereas,  the  road  leading  from  Jacksonville  to  Tallahas 
«ee,  is  the  great  thorough  fare  for  travelers,  between  the  East 
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And  West,  anil  the  rnakingc  of  which  is  necessafy  an  object  of 
importance  to  the  citizens  of  Florida,  aod 

Whereas^  There  was  an  appropriation  made  by  Congress^ 
of  ten  tiious«ind  dollars^  in  ftie  year,  to  open  a  road  from  Jack- 
sonville to  the  Mineral  Springs,  on  the  Suwannee  river,  which 
appropriation  has  not  been  expended  to  the  opening  of  said 
road  on  account  of  the  occupancy  by  the  Indians  of  a  portit^rt 
of  the  country,  through  which  said  road  would  pass,  and  there- 
fore that  has  since  reverted  to  the  general  coffers,  therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  hy  the  Gnverriot  and  Legislative  Council  af  ike 
Territory  of  Florida,  That  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be  re- 
quested to  use  his  best  endeavours  to  procure  an  appropriadort 
of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  the  opening  and  completion  oi 
said  road  between  Jacksonville  and  Tallahassee,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  be  signed  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council,  and  forthwith  transmitted  to  the  Honorable 
the  Delegate  in  Congress. 

Which  were  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Evans,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authoriie  Dan- 
iel Campbell  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Escambia  River; 

Which  was  read,  and  manuscript  copies  ordered. 

Mr.  Smith  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be 
entitled,  an  act  to  srcure  the  people  of  this  Tenitory  a  sound 
Currency ; 

Which  was  read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banks,  and 
fifty  copies  ordered  printed. 

Mr.  Fernandez,  agreeable  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leat^e  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Jacksonville ; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-mor- 
row; 

Also,'  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of 
Mandarin ; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading^  on  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Brovvrf,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
lola  and  St.  Joseph  Canal  and  Rail  Road  Company; 

Which  was  read,  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  the  Brunswick  iind 
Florida  Rail  Road  Company  to  construct  a  Rail  Road  through 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  was  lead  a  second  time,  and  fifly  co- 
pies ordered  to  be  printed. 
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A  bill  to  be  entitled^  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Midi-* 
son  Court  House,  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third 
trading  on  to-roorrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  all  acts  allowing  writs  of 
error  or  appeals  in  criminul  cases,  was  read  a  second  tkne  and 
laid  on  the  table, 

The  House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Whole  on  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  a  United  iStates  Mail  line  in 
in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes^— Mr*  Bannerman  in  the 
Chair. — After  some  time  spent  iit  consideration  of  said  bill,  the 
committee  rose,  and  by  their  chairman,  reported  the  same  to  tb<f 
House  with  sundry  amendments. 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  said  bill  read  a 
second  time  by  its  title,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to-* 
morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  1 1  oclock  A.  Bf « 


I'hursday,  Jfandary  28th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being 
t>re8ent,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Evans  gave  notice  that  be  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  the 
Port  Wardens  for  the  Port  ot  Pensacola  to  appoint  Pilots  for 
Blackwater  and  Escambia  Bays. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  SteeK  one  hundred  copies  of  the  Statements 
of  the  different  banks  of  this  Territory,  made  at  the  last  session 
of  tbe  Legislative  Council,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the 
Statements  made  at  this  session. 

Mr.  Smilbt  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  suppress  shin 
plasters; 

Which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table.    . 

Mr.  Myers,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
enUtledan  act  to  establish  a  Board  of  Port  Wardens  and  Com- 
missioners of  Wrecks  for  the  Port  of  Apalacbicola  ; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-mor- 
?ow^ 

Mr.  Fernandez,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  iatroduce  a.-biU,  to  be  entitledi  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the  town  of  Jacksonville ;  ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


54 

Wbicfa  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  lo- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Ev^ns,  pursuant  to  previous  notic«,  asked  and  obuiaed 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled^  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  Clerks  of  Markets; 

.  Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Tues- 
day next. 

Mr.  Myers,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Militia,  to  which  was 
referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  third  and  eighth 
sections  of  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  of 
Florida  to  raise  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and  for 
other  purposes,  approved  2d  March,  1 839,  reported  the  same  to 
the  House  without  amendment ,  * 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  said  bill  placed  among 
the  orders  of  the  day  for  to-day. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  City  of  Tallahassee,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  amended  so  as  to  prohibit  said  Church  from  owning 
property  of  a  greater  amount  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  rule  was  then  waived,  said  bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  above  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorize  Louther  Taylor  to 
establish  a  ferry  across  the  Escambia  River,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  amended  by  adding  to  the  last  section  the  following 
words :"  Provided  that  this  act  shall  not  conflict  with  pre-ex- 
isting rights:"  The  rule  was  then  waived,  and  said  bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed.     Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated* 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House,  as  having  passed  that 
body,  a  resolution  allowing  certain  accounts  of  A.  A.  Fisher, 
late  Sheriflf  of  Leon  county — which  resolution  bad  previously 
passed  this  body.     It  was  ordered  to  be  Enrolled  : 

Also,  a  preamble  and  resolution,  requesting  and  directing  our 
Delegate  in  Congress,  to  urge  upon  that  body  the  passage  ofm 
law,  extending  to  Mrs.  Amanda  M.  Dade  her  half  pay  allow- 
ance or  pension,  for  and  during  tlie  term  of  her  natural  life,  (if 
she  so  long  continues  unmarried.)  \^  hich  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion were  read  a  first,  second  and  third  time,  (the  rule  bein^r 
waived,)  and  adopted. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  resoln- 
tion  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  oa 
the  26th  inst.  and  a  preamble' and  resolutions  offered  on  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Thigpen,  Mr.  Mosely  in  the  Chair.  After  some 
time  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again  ; 

Which  report  was  concurred  inf  and  said  resolutions  laid  otk 
the  table. 
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His  £xcell'ency  the  Governor  transmittsd  to  thii  House  the 
following  message  : 

Executive  Depaktmsnt, 
Tallahassee,  January  27th,  1841. 
To  the  LegUlative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  1  have  approved  the  act  to  re- 
peal the  last  provuion  of  the  fifth  section  of  aa  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  a  Board  of  Wardens  and  Commissioners  of  Pi- 
lotage for  the  Port  of  Key  West." 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Jacksonville,  was  read  a  second  time^  and  ordered  for 
a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Man- 
darin^ was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  ttird  reading 
CD  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Mad- 
ison Court  House,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed.  Ordered 
that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  a  United  States 
Hail  Line  in  Florida  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  puf  upon  its  passage  ; 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  called  for  on  this  question  by  Messrfe. 
Stephens  and  Mosely,  and  were: 

Ayes — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Bird,  Brown, 
Church,  Cone,'  Duval,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  Fontane,  Mosely, 
Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  Steele  and  Taylor — 18. 

'Nays — Messrs.  Bush,  Fernandez,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Smith, 
Stephens  and  Thigpen — 7. 

So  said  bill  passed ; 

The  title  was  amended  so  as  to  read,  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  United  States  Mail  and  Transportation  Company  in  Florida^ 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  House  wen\  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  upon  a  Mil 
to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  all  acts  allowing  writs  of  Error 
or  Appeals  in  Criminal  Cases,  Mr.  Myers  in  the  Chair.  Af- 
ter some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  again ; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House,  as  having  passed  that 
body  the  following  Resolutions : 

ReMolvedj  by  the  Sefiate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
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Territory  ol  Florida,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  and  requested  to  settle,  under  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  Florida  troops  during  the  Indian  wa»s  approved  Feb.  10th, 
1838,  the  claims  of  the  Regiment  commanded  by  CoU  Robert 
Brown  for  mi  Pita  ry  services  in  1838,  for  a  term  of  three  months 
and  sixteen  days,  upon  the  presentation  of  the  muster  rolls  pro- 
perly certified. 

Resolved  further^  That  the  Governor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  requested  to  settle  in  like  manner  the  claims  of 
the  battalion  of  Major  Isaac  Garrison,  for  like  services  for  a 
term  of  six  months. 

Resolved  further^  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorised and  requested  to  allow  to  each  officer  and  man,  such 
sum  for  the  forage  and  subsistence  provided  by  himself,  as  is 
now  allowed  such  officers  and  men  in  the  United  States  servicCi 
for  such  articles  as  may  be  respectfully  due  them. 

Resolved  lariher^  That  immediately  upon  making  such  settle-* 
ment,  the  Governor  be  requested  to  apply  to  the  proper  authori* 
ties  at  Washington  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  amount  to  the 
Territory  of  Florida. 

Resolved  further^  That  the  Governor  be  required  to  negotiate 
DO  bonds  or  loans,  of  any  description  for  the  liquidation  of  any 
demands  against  the  Territory  of  Florida  whatever,  at  any  rata 
under  par  value. 

Which  was  placed  among  the  orders  ot  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Also,  the  following  message  of  the  Go\'ernor: 

Executive  Department,     > 
Tallahassee,  25th  January.  1841.  > 
Sir: 

Herewith  are  the  presentments  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Duval 
county,  at  the  December  Term  1840.  As  the  document  con* 
taining  them  is  of  some  length  and  there  is  not  leisure  to  copy 
it  at  this  department,  for  both  branches  of  the  Legislative  Coon- 
cili  I  take  leave  to  transmit  it  to  you  with  the  request,  that  it 
may  be  laid  before  the  Honorable  llody  over  which  yoa  pre- 
side. 

I  desire  to  place  these  presentments  before  the  Legislative 
Council,  because  they  refer  to  subjects  of  great  and  growing 
interest,  connected  with  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  this  Terri'' 
tory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir,  Very  respectfully. 

Your  Obedient, 
ROBEET  RAl  MOND  REID, 
Hon.  Wm.  p.  Duval, 

President  of  the  Senate  of  the 

Legislative  Council  of  Florida^.g,^^,,yGoogle 
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PRESENTMENTS. 

The  Grand  Jury  eropannelled  and  sworn  in  and  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Duval,  being  about  to  bring  their  official  duties  to  a  close 
would  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  prcsent- 
raents: 

They  would  bring  to  the  consideration  of  the  Court,  the  un- 
settled state  of  the  country,  arising  from  the  continuance  of  In- 
dian hostilities, — while  suffering,  danger  and  death,  are  daily 
threatening  some  of  our  fellow  citizens,  no  part  of  East  Florida 
is  exempt  from  the  evils  incident  lo  our  Indian  and  border  war; 
A  lenity  of  morals  and  a  frequency  of  crime  are  the  almost  in- 
evitable result  on  every  side,  they  witness  evidence  of  this  truth. 
In  a  disturbed  and  unsettled  state  of  the  county,  the  incentives 
to  crime  are  many  and  the  restraints  few.  From  such  a  state  of 
things  they  duly  hope  for  relief,  by  a  removal  of  the  Indians 
from  che  Territory.  By  the  frequent  charges  of  those  entrust- 
ed with  the  command,  hopes  of  a  termination  of  these  difficul- 
ties and  evils,  have  been  often  excited  ,  to  be  as  often  blasted, 
but  they  never  look  forward  to  a  change,  from  which  they  an- 
ticipate the  happiest  results,  by  restoring  peace  to  our  borders 
and  happiness  to  our  homes. 

The  Grand  Jury  would  present  the  management  of  this  war 
with  our  insignificant  tribe  of  Indians,  without  assuming  the 
province  of  condemning  or  censuring  any  of  the  officers  to 
whom  the  conduct  of  the  war  have  been  committed.  It  requires 
no  great  wisdom  to  discover,  that  it  has  been  unskilfully  man- 
aged, and  unnecessarily  protracted,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
all  East  Florida.  In  the  most  public  and  solemn  manner  they 
would  repel  the  imputation,  which  some  have  been  so  ready  to 
cast  upon  them,  that  the  citizens  of  Florida  have  contributed  to 
prolong  the  war,  or  have  desired  its  continuance,  or  been  bene- 
fitted by  it.  They  hail  with  joy  the  prospect  oi  an  important 
change  in  those  who  are  to  control  and  conduct  it. 

The  Grand  Jury  would  present,  that  a  division  of  the  Ter- 
ritory is  a  subject  of  great  and  abiding  intereat,  lo  the  citizens 
of  this  part  of  the  Territory,  disconnected  from  the  Middle  and 
West,  in  business,  in  sympathy  and  in  feeling.  They  regard 
a  separation  from  them  Territorially  as  a  subject  of  great  con- 
cern to  the  whole  of  East  Florida,  and  that  the  assumption  of  a 
State  Government  with  the  taxes  and  responsibilities  incident 
thereto,would  beget  evils  and  suffering  which  they  are  reluctant 
to  encounter. 

The  grand  jury  would  present  numerous  instances  of  a  cen- 
surable neglect  of  dnty  by  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  other 
judicial  officers  in  this  county,  and  particularly  in  Jacksonville 
in  not  enforcing  the  laws,  by  restraining  thos^  who,  in  the  most 
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daring  and  reckless  manner,  threatens  acts  of  violence  and 
bloodshed.  To  this  neglect,  in  permitting  men  armed,  and 
using  the  most  violent  threats,  to  go  unchecked  for  hours  and 
even  days,  would  thej  attribute,  in  no  small  degree,  the  fatal 
affray  that  took  place  in  May  last,  and  which  has  been  brought 
to  their  notice  at  this  session.  To  prevent  a  repetition  of  such 
acts,  tending  to  disorganise  society,  and  jeopardise  the  lives  of 
unoffending  and  quiet  citizens;  those  who  are  by  law  conserva- 
ors  of  the  peace,  should  be  required  to  discharge,  faithfully  and 
fearlessly,  their  duty  by  imposing  a  restraint  upon  all  who  arm- 
ed with  deadly  weapons,  threaten  violent  and  murderous  assaults 
upou  others,  or  who  threaten  in  any  manner  to  violate  or  dis- 
turb the  public  peace.  The  Grand  Jury  would  present  A.  W. 
Crichton,  Esq.,  assessor  of  taxes  for  the  district  of  Mandarin, 
for  neglect  of  duty  in  making  returns  of  assessments. 

The  Grand  Jury  would  present  the  want  of  a  competent  jail 
in  the  county,  as  a  great  grievance,  criminals  are  either  permit- 
ted to  go  at  large,  as  the  officers  are  compelled  to  muster  a  large 
force,  to  guard  prisoners  while  carried  forty  miles,  over  a  road 
endangered  by  lurking  Indians,  thence  to  be  confined  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  create  the  probability  of  escape. 
^  The  Grand  Jufy  would  also  present  the  remissness  of  the 
Port  Wardens  for  the  St.  John's  Bar^  from  granting  branches 
to  careless  or  improper  persons,  the  number  of  wrecks  has 
greatly  multiplied,  though  the  bar  is  not  believed  to  have 
changed  for  the  worse*  The  importance  of  this  bar  at  this  time 
imperatively  demands,  skilful  and  faithful  pilots.  To  a  few 
men  is  entrusted  not  only  a  large  amount  of  property^  but  life. 
They  have  deemed  it  their  duly  to  call  attention  to  this  subject, 
that  a  reform  may  be  effected. 

The  Grand  Jury  would  take  this  opportunity  to  tender  to  his 
Honor  Judge  Bronson,  their  thanks  for  his  lucid  and  able  charge 
as  they  were  entering  upon  their  duties,  and  to  express  their 
pleasure  and  approbation,  of  the  prompt  and  efficient  manner 
with  which  the  business  of  the  session  has  been  conducted. 

The  Grand  Jury  request  that  these  presentments  may  be  read 
in  open  court,  and  published  in  the  newspapers  of  St.  August 
tine,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  our  delegate  in  Congress,  and  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory. 

GEO.  FLEMING,  Foreman. 

J.  GUTTERSON,  Secretary. 

Jacksonville;  December  15,  1840. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

ISAIAH  D.  HART,  Clerk. 
PerD.  HIRAM  B.  HART,  D.  C. 
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Tfae  Hodse  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  third  and  eighth  sections  of  an 
act  entitled  an  act  to  authorise  the  Governor  of  Florida  to  raise 
troops  for  the  defence  of  tjie  frontier,  and  tor  other  purposes,  ap- 
proved 2d  March  1839,  Mr.  Cone  in  the  Chair.  After  som« 
time  spent  in  consideration  of  said  bill,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
by  its  Chairman  reported  the  same  to  the  House  amended ; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in — said  bill  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed, 

The  title  of  the  same  was  changed  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 
**  an  act  to  repeal  the  third,  eighth,  and  pftrt  of  the  ninth  sec- 
tions of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  Flo- 
rida to  raise  troops  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and  for  other 
purposes,  approved  2d  March,  1839. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Tampa  Bay  and 
St.  Johns  Rail  Road,  Canal  and  Steam  boat  Company,  was 
taken  from  the  table,  and  placed  among  tlie  orders  of  the  day 
for  to-m  orrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  af  1 1 
o'clock 


Friday,  January  29th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  a  quorum  being 
present,  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  W.  R.  Hart,  praying 
that  the  law  of  this  Territory,  taxing  Theatrical  Exhibitions  be 
repealed ,    . 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Taylor,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained   ' 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
Monticello  Rail  Road  Company , 

Which  was  read,  and  50  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Bannerman,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  estab- 
lish an  Academy  in  the  County  of  Leon,  and  to  incorporate  the 
Trustees  thereof; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  fot  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Taylor,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  Militia  and  Volunteers  of  Florida,  called  into 
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the  service  of  the  United  States  doring  the  present  Indian  war, 
approved  FeJ)ruary  12ih,  1836  ; 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Priest,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  made  the  follow- 
ing Report,  viz : 

*    The  Committee  on  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  the  petiuon 
ol  W.  H.  Ware  have  the  honor  to 

REPORT: 

That  from  the  shewing  of  the  petitioner,  it  appears  that  in 
the  month  of  January  last  past,  he  was  appointed  by  Samuel  H. 
Duval  Esq.  Marshal  of  Middle  Florida,  to  be  Deputy  Marshal 
for  the  county  of  Leon,  and  that  the  petitioner  proceeded  to 
take  the  oath  of  office,  before  the  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court 
and  Court  of  Appeals, 

The  law  of  Congress  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Mar- 
shals, declares  that  they,  as  well  as  their  assistants,  shall  be 
sworn  before  the  district  Judge,  and  that  where  it  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  appoint  a  Deputy  Marshal  at  the  distance  of  twenty 
miles  or  more  from  the  residence  of  the  Judge,  that  then  the 
oath  of  office  may  be  administered  by  any  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

It  is  clear  to  your  committee  that  the  District  Judge  has  de- 
cided correctly  under  the  law,  in  denying  the  power  of  the  clerk 
to  administer  an  oath  of  office  to  a  Deputy  Marshal,  unless  it 
was  by*his  orders  and  in  his  presence. 

In  all  cases  when  a  Sheriff  or  Marshal,  may,  for  his  own  con- 
venience, appoint  a  depiity  or  deputies,  it  is  his  duty  to  see  that 
all  the  prerf  quisites  of  the  law  is  complied  with,he,and  he  alone, 
18  responsible  for  the  acts  of  his  deputies. 

It  is  certainly  a  hard  case  that  Mr.  Ware  should  lose  several 
months  labor  by  a  slight  informality,  but  your  committee  does 
not  believe  that  the  Territory  is,  or  ought  to  be  bound  to  remn- 
perate  hun  for  his  losses,  for  it  does  not  appear  that  any  fault 
rests  on  any  authorised  agent  of  the  Government ;  on  the  con- 
trary all  the  difficulty  has  originated  by  not  referring  particu- 
larly to  the  acts  of  Congress  at  first 

Your  committee  therefore  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  that  the  petitioner  may 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition,  and  the  accompanying  doc- 
uments. 

All  of  which  isrespectfullv  submitted. 

GABRIEL  PRIEST,  Chairman 

Committee  on  Claims. 
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f    Which  wai  received  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
establish  a  Board  ot  Port  Wardens  and  Commissioners  of 
Wrecks  for  the  Port  of  Apalachicola,  was  read  a  second  and 
third  time,  and  passed ; 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jack* 
sonville,  was  read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed ; 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  ti  e  First  Baptist 
Chnrch  of  Jacksonville,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed ; 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Man* 
darin,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed ; 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  slated. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  an  art  to  repeal  all  acts  allowing  writs  of  Errors  or 
Appeals  in  Criminal  cases,  Mr.  Myers  in  the  Chair; 

After  some  time  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  without  amendment ; 

Which  Report  was  agreed  to,  and  said  bill  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  House  then  went  into  secret  session  on  Executive  nomi- 
nations. 

After  some  time  the  door  was  opened. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  if^orning,  at  11 
oVloclu  m 


Saturday,  January  30,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being 
present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Steele  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  appoint  trus- 
tees on  behalf  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  to  receive  securi- 
ties from  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the  Southern  Life 
Insurance  apd  Trust  Company,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  A.  M.  Alexander  and 
others,  praying  that  a  charter  for  a  ferry,  at  Port  Leon,  be 
granted  to  Henry  Lander. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  Messrs. 
Brown,  Dnval,  and  Bannerman  were  appointed  on  said  cosh 
mittee. 
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Mr.  Duval  offered  the  feUowiDg  resolution,  vis : 

Beiolved^  That  the  Coromissiontrs  of  the  Tallahassee  Fundi 
be  requested  to  furnish  this  House  with  the  amount  expended 
in  the  building  the  Capitol  of  this  Territory,  the  progress  of 
the  same,  the  names  of  the  contractors  of  said  Oapitol,  the 
amount  of  money  paid  to  each,  and  the  amount  of  premiums 
received  by  him  for  monies  paid  out. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Mon- 
day next 

Mr.  Bush,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  report- 
ed as  correctly  Enrolled,  a  Resolution  durecting  the  Auditor 
to  audit  certain  accounts  of  A.  A.  Fisher,  late  Sheriff  of 
Leon  County. 

Mr.  Brown  from  the  Select  Committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Edward  Bolen,  made  the  following  report,  viz : 

The  Select  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ed- 
ward  Bolen,  praying  to  be  allowed  compensation  for  keeping  two 
prisouers  coufined  in  the  Jail  of  Calhoun  Couuty,  under  a  conviction 
of  murder,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  : 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  tkat  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of 
May,  1S40,  the  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Apalachicola  made  a  coo. 
tract  with  your  petitiouer,  then  jailor  of  the  said  County,  to  keep  and 
guard  the  said  two  prisoners,  namely,  Charles  F.  Passmere  and  Wil. 
liam  R.  Passmore,  ^m  that  day  until  the  first  day  of  Januuy  ensu- 
ing, for  the  sum  of  five  dollars  per  day — ^but  conditioned,  that  if  the 
said  prisoners  escaped,  he  the  said  Bolen,  was  to  receive  nothing : 
That  some  time  afler,  one  of  the  prisoners,  William  R.  Passmere,  bd- 
came  ill,  and  severely  afflicted  with  a  white  swelling  in  one  of  kis 
legs,  and  by  the  advice  of  the  attending  Physician  and  the  said  Mar- 
shal,  his  irons  were  taken  off,  cqnsidering  it  cruel  and  mhumane  to 
continue  them  on  him,  under  such  circumstances  :  That  on  the  night 
of  the  25tk  of  November  last  the  said  William  R.  Passmore  made  his 
escape  from  the  jail  :  That  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  the  other 
prisoner,  Charles  F.  Passmore,  was  delivered  by  the  petitiener  over  to 
Thomas  G.  jGreen,  the  Deputy  of  the  said  Marshal,  who  took  charge 
of  the  jail  and  prisoner :  And  that  subsequent^  he  made  his  escape 
also  from  the  jail :  The  prisoners  having  made  their  escape,  the  Mar- 
shal  does  not  consider  that,  under  the  provi^ons  of  the  contract,  he 
ought  to  pay  the  said  Bolen  the  sum  agreed  upon,  or  any  part  thereof. 

Your  Committee  in  reviewing  this  case,  are  of  opinion  :  First— 
That  the  sum  agreed  to  be  paid,  was  reasonable  for  the  services  to  be 
performed,  und  expenses  to  be  incurred,  for  hiring,  guarding  and 
feeding  them ; 

Secondly — ^That  from  the  certificate  of  thirty-seven  of  the  roost 
respectable  citizens  of  St.  Joseph,  it  appears  that  the  said  Bolen  did 
use  all  reasonable  and  proper  diligence  to  fulfil  his  part  of  the  contract 
in  the  safe  keeping  of  the  said  prisoners ; 

And  thirdly — ^That  he  did  keep  one  of  the  prisoners  the  fiill  time 
stipulated  in  his  contract;  and  that  the  other  was  only  released  frem 
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kis  iroDB,  when  feelings  of  humanity  demanded  it,  and  in  obedience  t# 
advice  which  he  ceuld  net  properly  have  rejected : 

Year  Committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion,  that  the  claim  of  the 
petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed,  viz:  For  keeping  William  R.  Passmore 
from  the  30th  day  of  April  until  the  25th  day  ef  November,  two  bun. 
dred  and  nineteen  days,  at  $2.50  per  day ;  and  for  keeping  CharlM 
F.  Passmore  from  the  said  20th  day  of  April,  until  tM  first  day  of 
January,  1841,  two  hundred  and  forty-five  days,  at  92.50  per  day^ 
amounting  together  to  the  sum  of  eleven  hundred  and  sixty  dollarsy 
and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  subjoined  Resolutioo. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  BROWN,  Chairman. 

A  Resolution  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Bolen,  lato  jailer  of  Calhoun 
County : 

Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida^  That  the  Auditor  of  PubUc  Accounts,  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  required  to  issue  a  warrant  on  the  Territorial  Treasury, 
in  favor  of  Edward  Bolen,  late  jailer  of  Calhoun  County,  for  the  sum 
of  eleven  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  dUo  him  for  keeping  two  prison 
OTS  confined  in  the  jail  of  said  County,  and  charge  the  same  to  account 
of  expense  of  Prosecutiag' Criminals  in  the  District  of  Apalachicola* 

Which  was  read  and  the  said  resolutioDS  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  transmitted  to  the  House  the 
following  Message : 

Executive  Bepartment, 
Tallahassee,  29th  January,  1841. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

The  absence  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Territory,  having  been 
longer  than  was  anticipated  by  that  officer  or  myself,  at  the  time 
of  his  departure  for  New  Orleans.  I  submit  for  the  information 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  a  report  made  to  me  in  December 
last,  at  my  special  request. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read,  and  with  the  report  of  the  Treasurer,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  message  of  the  Governor,  containing  the  presentments 
of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Duval  county,  was  laid  on  thojtable. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  au  act  to  incorporate  the  Tampa  Bay 
and  St.  John's  Rail  Road,  Canal  and  Steamboat  Company  ; 

Was  made  the  T)rder  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  resolutions  from  the  Senate,  rcJative  to  the  payment  of 
the  troops  formerly  under  the  command  of  €o!.  Robert  Brown, 
and  Maj.  Isaac  Garrison ;  were  unanimously  adopted  by  this 
House. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  Daniel  Campbell  to 
establish  a  Ferry  across  the  Escambia  River  ; 
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Was  read  a  second  and  third  time  and  passed  Ordered  thai 
the  tide  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  an  Academy  in  the 
county  of  Leon,  and  to  incorporate  the  trustees  thereof ; 

Was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

A  bill  to  te  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  miHtta  and  volunteers  oi  Blorida,  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  during^tbe|present  Indian  War^  approved 
February  the  12th,  1836  ; 

Was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia* 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  certain 
resolutions,  reported  to  this  House  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
ternal Improvements,  on  the  26th  inst.  also  on  certain  resolu- 
tions introduced  by  Mr.  Thigpin,  on  the  27th  inst.  Mr.  Mose* 
ly  in  the  chair.  AAer  some  time  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported a  substitute  for  the  same,  viz  : 

Whereas,  an  appropriation  was  made  in  the  year  1838,  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States^  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  opening  and  constructing  a  road  from  Tallahassee  to  lola, 
on  the  Apalachicola  river,  and  also  an  appropriation  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  repairing  the  road,  from  Jacksonville,  by 
the  Mineral  Springs,  to  Tallahassee ;  and  whereas  said  appro- 
priations have  not  been  expended  on  account  of  the  occupancy, 
by  the  Indians,  of  a  portion  of  the  country  through  which  said 
roads  are  to  be  opened  and  ^repaired  ;  and  whereas,  by  the  law 
of  Congress,  any  appropriation  not  applied  within  two  years,  to 
the  purposes^ for  which  it  was  made,  reverts  back  to  the  general 
coffers ;  and  whereas,  the  opening  and  repair  of  said  roads  will 
greatly  facilitate  the  communication  between  distant  parts  of  the 
Territory  with  the  seat  of  Government. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Terriijory  of  Florida,  That  the  Delegate  in 
Congress,  be  requested  to  urge  upon  that  body,  the  re^appro- 
priation  of  the  several  sums  aforesaid,  for  the  purposes  therein 
specified,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolution  be 
forthwith  transmitted  to  the  Delegate  in  Congress  from  this  Ter- 
ritory. 

Which  were  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Mosely  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  change  the 
names  of  persons  therein  mentioned. 

The  House  went  into  secret  session  upon  Executive  nomina* 
ions. 
After  some  time  the  door  was  opened. 
The  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday  next|  11  oViocfc* 
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Monday,  Februarjr  1st,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being 
present,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  Was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duval,  Mr.  Branch,  the  member  elect  from 
Leon  county,  was  duly  qualified  *and  took  his  seat.* 

Mr.  McEiunon  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  9n  act  to  change  4h« 
time  of  holding  the  County  Court  of  Walton  county. 

Mr.  FcrnaQdei,  pursuant  to  previous  noiice  asked  and  oW 
tained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  coiistitaitv> 
ing  aboard  of  wardens,  commissioners  of  pilotage,  aod  c^t^ 
missioners  of  wrecks,  &;c.  for  the  Port  of  Jacksonville  and  other 
places  tharein  provided  for,  approved,  February  28tht  1839; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  ceading^oa  to^mof^ 
row. 

Mr.  Duval,  jfrom  the  Coipmitlet  on  latamal  la^tisdv^wlK 
made  the  following  report,  vis : 
The  Committee  en  Internal  Improvements,  ta  whom  was  raferr^  so 

much  af  the  Goveraer's  Mssssge  as  relates  to  the  laiprovameats  af 

our  Roads  and  Rivera,  Bays  and  Harris,  beg  laava  hf  tbair 

Chairman  ta 

REPORT: 

That  judicious  expenditures  to  a  maderate  aaiaunt,  directed  to  the 
improvertieDt  of  the  natural  navigation  of  three  er  four  of  our  Rivent, 
at  the  present  period,  would  greatly  promote  the  prosperity  of  our 
Territory.  They  are  informed  that  the  navigation  of  the  Chocto- 
faatchie  is  impeded  at  its  mouth  by  Sand  Shoals,  for  the  distance  of 
two  or  three  hundred  feet.  Such  impediment  should  claim  the  atteo- 
tion  of  the  Federal  Government.  The  State  af  Alabama  has  made 
an  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  improvement  of  that 
River  to  the  Florida  Ime,  and  by  the  removal  of  the  ^aad  Shods  ad. 
verted  to,  your  Committee  is  informed  that  large'steam  boats  would 
pass,  without  obstruction,  from  Pensacola  to  Dale  County,  in  Alaba. 
ma,  abave  the  junction  of  the  Pea  and  Choctohatchie  rivers,  where  a 
flourishmg  village  is  springing  up  by  the  name  of  Gensva — boats 
would  then  pass  through  a  rich  and  fertile  eountry,  well  adapted  to 
the  prodnctlbn  of  cotton,  where  little  is  now  made,  on  account  of  dis. 
eouraging  difficulties  and  expense  of  transporting  it  to  market.  The 
Government  being  the  chief  proprietors  of  the  soil  near  this  naviga* 
tion,  is,  upon  calculations  of  self-interest,  if  guided  by  no  other  motive, 
bound  to  effect  the  proposed  improvement  as  soon  as  practicable,  it 
would  tend  greatly  to  promote  the  population  and  wealth  of  the  Coqu. 
ties  adjacent  to  the  River,  and  secure  a  valuable  trade  to  Pensacola. 

The-  Chepela  is  belie<red  by  your  Committee  to  be  saeceptiUe  ef 
suck  improvements  as  ta  render  it  a  mast  useliil  and  inj^niaiit  ckaa^ 
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Btl  of  trade  to  Um  citizens  of  Jacksoa  Ck^unty,  and  ia  worthy  the 
bounty  ofthe  Federal  geTemment. 

The  Suwaonee  is  a  river  remarkaUe  for  the  geatle  and  onifomi 
velecity  of  its  current,  and  its  great  depth  of  water  firom  the  gulf  to  the 
Georgia  line,  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and  fidy  imles,  with 
obstructions,  however,  to  its  navigation  at  low  stages  of  its  waters,  at 
4wo  points.  ,  These  may  be  surmounted  at  inconsiderable  cost,  and 
vessels  of  a  proper  constructioo,  of  200  tons  harden,  may  at  all  seasons 
ascend  from  the  gulf  through  the  heart  of  the  Territory,  quite  to  oor 
northern  boundry.  Your  Uommittee  need^scarcely  add,  that  if  such 
a  commetoial  highway  can  be  rendered  perfect,  by  the  expenditure  of 
a  few  thoneand  dollars,  the  sooner  it  is  done,  the  better  for  the  ister. 
est  ofthe  Federal  GUivemment,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Territory. 

The  noble  St  Juhns,  which  from  its  discharge  into  the  sea  towards 
its  sources  in  the  ever^ades,  affords  the  most  exteasive  interior  nav. 
igation  of  any  of  the  Atlantic  rivers  of  our  Union,  is  obstructed  by 
dangerous  shoals  at  its  mouth.  In  order,  therefore,  to  give  to  its 
navigable  capacities  the  greatest  possible  utility,  its  natural  connexions 
with  the  admirable  port  of  Fernandina,  by  means  of  Creeks  and 
Sounds,  should  be  forthwith  deepnened.  This  has  been  partially  and 
imperfectly  accomplished  by  the  liberahty  of  the  Federal  Governmenl, 
under  a  former  administration.  The  best  interest,  both  of  ELast  FJot- 
ida  and  ofthe  nation,  require  that  it  should  be  forthwith  completed,  on 
snoh  a  scale  as  to  admit  the  passage  of  steam  and  tow  boats  of  the 
burden  of  200  tons. 

A  chain  of  Sounds  and  Bays  extends,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
short  postages,  all  the  way  from  Ike  bay  of  Ocklocknie  to  New  Or. 
leans,  affording  a  steamboat  navigation,  exempt  from  the  ordinaiy 
perils  of  the  sea,  and  protected  from  the  hostile  enterpnses  of  an  one- 
my,  over  this  route.  When  properly  improved,  the  puUic  laails, 
travelers,  troops  and  munitions  of  war,  may  be  transported  in  peace 
or  war,  with  speed  and  safety.  From  the  Ocldockaie  to  the  St. 
Johns,  so  gentle  are  the  indulations  ofthe  ground,  and  so  well  is  the 
soil  adapted  to  the  formation  of  roads  of  any  description,  that  no 
where  else  are  they  so  easily  constructed;  or,  for  the  same  reasons, 
upon  which  any  given  amount  of  power  would  propel  so  great  a  bur. 
den,  and  at  such  high  rates  of  velocity.  The  route  here  indicated, 
and  extending  from  the  Mississippi  to  our  eastern  borders,  is  an. 
doobtedly  the  most  eligible  of  all  others  between  the  Atlantic  States 
and  those  ofthe  Gulf— and  is  adverted  to  on  this  occasion,  not  be- 
eause  our  citizens  are  slow  to  comprehend  or  appreciate  its  superior, 
ity,  nor  from  the  hope  that  the  necessary  appropriations  to  complete 
it  in  the  best  manner  can  now  be  obtained,  but  from  the  ceAviction 
that  this  great  anticipated  link  of  connection  between  the  Eastern  and 
Southern  sections  of  our  Republic,  should  not  for  a  moment  be  over* 
looked  or  neglected  by  the  Fedend  Government. 

The  sea  wall  at  St  Augustine,  which  we  are  informed  by  bis  Bx* 
celleneyisinan  unfinished  state,  was  originally  raised  by  t^  govern- 
meni  of  Great  Britain,  when  that  nation  hdd  poosessioR  of  the  pro* 
vinoea  of  East  and  West  Fk»rida,  but  when  they  were  reeedod  to 
Spam,  it  was  sufired  to  fall  into  delay  and  dilapidataon.    A  fow 
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yetn  mnee  the  Greneral  OoreniiMDt  anderlook  its  reeonstrnetiofii, 
and  small  apprepriatiens,  which  were  iosafficient  for  its  cetnpletiMiy 
were  made.  It  will  sood  be  a  ram  agaio»  unless  finished ;  and  as  it 
is  essentia]  to  the  safety  of  the  tmcieat  and  respectahlc  city  of  St. 
Aiignstmey  the  wall  should  he  cempleted  without  delay,  in  a  dundde 
form.  f». 

A  good  road  at  all  seasons,  safe  and  practicable  for  wheel  oanriafse 
fipsm  Pensacola  to  Jacksonville  or  Picoiata,  passbg  through  all  the 
populous  counties  of  the  Territory,  is  an  ebject  of  great  importance  W 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  Florida. 

The  Apalachee,  sometimes  called  the  St.  Marks,  is  the  channel 
ttirough  which  all  the  Cotton  of  Middle  Florida  finds  egress  to  foreign 
markets,  and  through  which  the  articles  of  consumption  demanded  uj 
our  wants,  are  imported.  The  general  depth  of  its  waters  is  sufllci. 
eot  for  yerchant  vessels  of  the  largest  classy  but  so  much  dimtnisbed 
in  some  places  by  ledges  of  rocks,  that  eight  feet  may  be  regarded, 
for  ail  commercial  purposes,  as  the  greatest  depth  of  water  between 
St.  Ma^  or  Pert  Leon  and  the  sea.  Mr.  Benjamin  6.  Tbomtont. 
who  for  a  year  superintended  the  works  prosecuted  by  the  Govem- 
menty  to  improve  the  navigation  of  that  nver,  a  gentleman  of  rsspec« 
table  scientific  attainments,  and  of  so  much  practicaUe  judgment  in 
mechanical  affairs,  and  such  skill  in  hydraulic  operations  as  to  com* 
mand  general  confidence ;  is  of  opinion,  that  thirty.five  thousand  dol. 
lars,  judiciously  expended,  would  open  die  way  to  ships  of  thirteen 
feet  draught  to  the  junction  of  the  St.  Maries  and  WacuUa  Rivers.  If 
this  opinion  be  well  grounded,  and  if  the  improvement  was  executed, 
large  shi{M  would  be  substituted  for  the  smaU  vessels  now  used,  and 
the  reduction  in  the  price  of  fieights  in  one  year  would  amount  to  a 
greater  sum  than  the  expenditure,  as  a  direct  trade  to  Europe  wouU 
be  aa  immediate  consequence;  and  as  the  production  in  Middle 
Fk>rida,  and  sense  of  the  adjoining  Coonties  must,  in  a  few  years,  be 
Bcreased  to  four  fold  the  present  amount,  your  committee  deem  the 
pnmoeed  improvement  one  of  great  importance. 

Your  committee  is  weU  aware  that  the  port  of  Fernan£Ba  is  am- 
^  fitted  for  the  reception  and  security  of  merchant  vessels  of  the 
largest  class,  and  is,  therefore,  an  invaluable  possession  to  East  Flo- 
lida,  a  haitouf  on  tii'e  adantic  coast,  south  of  the  Chesapeak,  capa* 
ble  of  receiving  and  accommodating  ships  of  the  line,  is  a  great  - 
disidenltum,  and  if  it  be  found  in  Fernandina,  we  recommend  the 
ad^on  of  that  place,  by  the  General  Govemment,  as  a  naval  depot. 

Tour  connmttee,  in  conclusion,  beg  leave,  through  their  chairman, 
to^oSer  the  foIkHving  resolution: 
An  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  F.  DUVAL,  Chairman 
Of  the  Committee  en  Internal  Improvements. 

Resohedt  Tliat  pur  Delegate  in  Congress  be  requested  to  uige 

upon  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  necessity  of  makiot 

^  such  appropriations  as  they  may  deem  Becessary  to  carry  into  effect, 

lb»  in^rovements  recommended  in  the  foregoing  report,  end  that  his 

ExceDeney  the  Gorsnior,  be  foqaested  to  trensmil  copies  of  thie 
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Import  and  aocompanyiog  rcaolutioQt  to  the  HonoraUo  Omdes  Down* 
iog,  our  DelegjOe  io  CoogreM. 

Whieb  report  was  roMTedby  the  Hoaseand  100  copies  Aere- 
ef,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Select  Coniniittee,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  the  inhabftanU  of  Port  Leon,  reported  the 
following  bill,  y'vi : 

^  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Poit 
Leen; 

Which  WBi  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-mor- 
row. 

The  same  gentleman  from  the  Select  Committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  A*.  M.  Alexander  and  others,  re- 
ported die  following  bill,  vift :  ^ 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  authorising  Henry  Lander  to 
establisb  a  ferry  acooss  the  St.  Marks  river,  opposite  die  city 
of  Port  Leon } 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause 
of  a  bin,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  all  acts,  allowing 
writs  of  error  or  appeals  in  criminal  cases. 

The  Ayes  and  Nays  were  called  for  on  this  question  by 
Jdessrs.  Thigpin  and  Brown,  and  were, 

Ayes. — Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Brown,  Church,  Duvd, 
Elzuardi,  Evans,  Fenpudez,  Mosely,  Nunis,  Priest,  iStepheos, 
Steele,  and  Taylor — 14 

Nays.-— Hr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bird,  Bush,  Cone,  Fontane, 
McKidnon,  Miller,  Myers,  Pent,  Smith  and  Thigpin — 11. 

So  said  motion  prevailed. 

He  then  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  part 
stricken  out': 

That  firem  and  after  the  passage  ef  this  act,  ne  appeal,  er  writ  of 
error,  or  bill  of  exceptions  to  evidence,  shall  be  entertained,  allowed 
or  granted,  to  a  defeadant  or  defendants,  in  criminal  prosecutioos  ia 
any  of  the  eourts  of  this  Territory :  but  if  Ih  the  trial  of  any  cnnip 
aal  prosecution,  the  Judge  before  whom  the  same  is  tried,  shall  en- 
tertain a  doubt  upon  any  legal  question,  arising  in  the  case,  then,  and 
in  that  case,  the  said  Judge,  after  verdict  rendered,  may  continue  the 
same,  and  shall,  as  soon  as  convenient,  make  a  statement  in  writinf 
of  the  question  of  law,  and  carry  up  or  transmit  the  same  to  the 
Court  of  Appeals  for  its  consideration  and  decision,  and  the  Judges 
of  the  said  Court  of  Appeals,  shall,  without  delay,  decide  the  sams, 
ajld  transmit  as  early  as  praoticaUo,  thmr  opinion  to  the  court  in  which 
tho  prosecution  may  be  pendtng. 

And  he  it  further  enmcted^  That  the  act  entided,  an  act  to  pro- 
vide  for  appeals  and  -writs  of  error  in  criraiaal  cases,  passed  on  the 
17th  day  of  Febniary,  1833,  a|)d  idl  other  acts  and  parts  of  acts 
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CMmng  wkhui  Ibo  niMuuag  tsdi  parmw  •(  this  woU  be  and  the  tamv 
are  kmby  repealed. 

Upon  the  question  of  receiving  this  as  a  substitute,  the  ayes  and 
nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Brown  and  Steele,  and  were. 

Ayes— Bir.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Brown,  Bush, 
Church,  Cone,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  Fernandez,  McKinnon,  Millv,  My. 
ers,  Priest,  Stephens  and  Steele— 16. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bird,  Duval,  Fontane,  Mosely,  Nunes,  Pent»  South, 
Taylor,  and  Thigpia — 9. 

So  said  substitute  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Duval  then  moved  the  indefinite  pestponenient  of  baid  bill. 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  called  for  en  this  question  by  Messrs. 
Steele  and  Thigpin,  and  were» 

Ayes. — Messrs.  Bird,  Duval,  Fontane,  Mesely,  Nunes,  Pent,  Smithy 
Taylor  and  Thigpin— 9. 

Nays. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Brown,  Bush, 
Church,  Cone,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  Fernandez,  McKinnon,  Miller,  My- 
era.  Priest,  Stephens  and  Steele — 16. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  put  upon  its  third  reading  and  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  changed  so  as  to  read  ^  an  act  regulating 
appeab  and  writs  of  error  in  criminal  cases." 

The  consideration  of  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
Taaopa  Bay  and  St.  John's  Rail  Road,  Canal  and  Steamboat  Compa- 
ny ;  was  postponed  untd  to.morrow. 

A  resolution  requesting  information  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Tallahassee  Fund,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House,  h  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,in  the  City  of  Tallahasseea 
as  having  passed  that  body  without  amendment. 

It  was  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to.m6rrew  11  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  Febroary  2d,  1841. 


The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being  pie- 
soDt,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Branch  presented  the  petition  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Soathem 
Life  insurance  and  Trust  €ompany,  praying  that  their  charter  be 
amended; 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banks. 

Mr.  Branch  obtained  leave  (without  previous  notice)  to  introduce 
a  tnll  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  allow  Lawrence  O.  Branch  to  practice 
law  in  the  courts  of  this  Terotery  ; 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  tor  a  seoend  reading  on  to*roorrow. 
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Mr.  Fontane,  punoaot  to  previous  notice,  aeked  and  obtained  lecre 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  eutitled»  an  act  to  organise  the  Saint  Angus, 
tine  City  Guards ; 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-morrow. 
The  Senate  transmitted  to  the  House  the  ibUowiog  conmHmicatien: 
^  Seitatb,      > 

February  Ist,  1841.  \ 
The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  amendments  made  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  an  act  to  repeal  the  third,  eighth,  and  part  ef  the 
ninth  section  of  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  the  G^overoor  of 
Florida  to  raise  treops  for  the  defence  of  liie  frontier,  and  for  other 
purposes,  approved  2d  March,  18S9. 

Attest,  J.  9.  ROBINSON, 

Secretary  Senate. 
And  also  informed  this  House  that  they  had  adopted  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  relative  to  an  appropriation,  for  a  road  firesi  Jaokseo. 
ville  to  lola. 

Mr.  Evans,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtabed  leave 
te  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  actte  autherise  the  port  wardeas, 
of  the  port  ef  Pensacola,  to  appoint  pdots  fiur  the  bays  of  Black 
Water  and  Escambia ; 
Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  en  te-merrow. 
Mr.  Brown  from  the  Committee  eo  Banks,  to  which  was  referred 
a  bill  te  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  ef  TaMahnases ; 
reported  said  bill  to  the  House  with  sundry  assendments ; 

Which  was  concurred  in  by  the  Heuse^  and  said  bill  Mdeied  fef  a 
second  reading  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Myers  from  the  Committee  en  the  Militia,  made  the  Aikwing 
report,  viz: 

The  Committee  on  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referred  a  reselataso, 
'  durecting  said  Committee  to  memorialize  Congress  against  any 
course  or  policy  likely  to  be  pursued  by  the  General  Gevem- 
ment,  recognizing  the  right  of  the  Indians  to  a  permanent  eccu- 
pation  of  any  part  of  the  Territory,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT : 

That  no  such  policy  has  recently  been  exhibited,  or  is  now  likely 
to  be  adopted  by  the  present  Administration ;  and  that  they  cannot* 
belteTe  that{the  new  Administration,  about  coming  into  officer  ^eukl  se 
fer  violate  their  pledges,  and  saci  ifice  the  people.of  Florida,  tt  for  one 
moment  to  enteitain  any  proposition,  recognizing  the  rig^t  of  the  Sem^ 
indes  lo  remain  in  FkMrida.  ^ 

Believmg  then,  that  tbere  is  ne  necessity  for  such  memorial,  die 
Committee  beg  leave  te  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideiiitioti 
of  the  subject 

ROBERT  MYERS,  Cbainnati. 

Which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Also  from  the  same  committee  reported  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  ansct 
1^  repeal  an  act  fer  the  rriief  ef  militia  and  volnmeers  ef  Florida, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


71 

called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  present  Indian 
war»  approved,  February  12,  1886,  without  amendment ; 

Which  was  concurred  in*  and  :Mud  bill  ordered  for  a  second  read, 
ing  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Stephens,  frem  the  Committee  en  Finance,  made  the  follow, 
ing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  W. 
R.  Hart,  have^  according  to  orders,  had  the  same  under  conside- 
ratioUj^and  beg  leave  respectfully  te 

REPORT. 

That,  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  act  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  on  the  10th  of  February,  1884,  which  authonzes  the 
levying  a  tax  of  five  dollars  per  day,  in  addition  to  such  other  tax 
IS  shall  be  imposed  by  the  aulhorities  of  any  City  or  Totwn,  by  virtue 
of  their  Charters  of  Incorporation,  on  the  Proprietors  Or  Exhibitors  of 
Circuses,  and  ether  Shews  of  Amusements,  from  the  unjust  and  op. 
presstve  appUcation  of  which  your  petitioner  claims  relief.  The 
Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  act  referred  to,  was  intended  to 
apply  only  to  such  Exhibitions,  as  had  no  other  ulterior  object  in  view 
than  mere  amusemeoL  The  Drama,  having  higher  objects  in  view 
than  the  mere  ipratification  of  the  senses,  combining  amusement  with 
instruction,  and  tending,  as  it  indisputable  does,  to  elevate  and  refine 
the  public  taste,  should  not  be  classed  with  those  Exhibitions  where 
amusement  is  the  sole  and  only  object.  If  we  shall  consider  the 
Drama  as  being  within  the  Statute,  we  must,  necessarily,  consider 
the  law  as  equally  applicable  to  all  Scientific  Lectures,  of  whatever 
nature,  for  they  likewise  combine  amusement  with  instruction.  To 
plaee,  therefore,  Scientific  Lecturers,  and  those  gifled  individuals, 
who,  by  the  magic  of  look,  voice  and  action,  give  breathing  vitalfty  to 
the  bright  conceptions  of  Genius,  upon  the  same  footing  with  Jugglers, 
Tumblers,  and  other  Mountebanks,  who  stroll  through  the  country, 
in  defiance  of  our  vagrant  laws,  would  be  an  act  of  the  grossest  injus- 
tice, and  could  not  poiMihIy  have  been  the  intention  of  our  Territorial 
Legislature.  Your  Committee  therefore,  in  order  that  there  may  be 
no  dispute  as  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  referred  to,  would 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  Resolution  : 

Be  U  Retolvedf  hy  the  Governor  and  Legislative  CouneU  of  ihe 
TerrUory  of  Florida^  That  the  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Territory  aforesaid,  passed  on  the  10th  day  of  February,  1840,  au- 
thorising  the  levying  a  tax  of  five  dollars  per  day,  in  addition  to  such 
other  tax  as  shall  be  imposed  by  the  authority  of  any  City  or  Town, 
by  v»rtue  of  their  Charters  of  Incorporation,  on  the  Proprietors  or  Ex. 
hibitors  of  Circ^uses  and  other  Shows  of  Amusement  in  the  Territ^ 
of  Flonda,  was  not  intended,  and  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  apply 
to  the  representation  of  the  legitimate  Drama  in  this  Tenritory. 

SAMUEL  B.  STEPHENS,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  said  resolution  orderod  for  a  second 
rei^ng  on  to-morrow. 
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The  Senate  traAimitted  to  this  Hosae  the  fbllowiQg  resolution,  viz: 

Be  U  resolved  hy  the  Gwemor  and  LegiilaUve  CatmcU  of  the 
Territory  oj  Fhrida^  That  the  Delegate  in  Congress  be  requested 
to  obtain  from  Congress  an  annual  appropriation  to  be  applied  to  the 
publication  of  the  reports  of  the  decisions  ef  the  Court  of  Appeals; 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to  be  en. 
titled,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  Clerks  of  Markets. 
Mr.  Stephens  in  the  chair — after  seme  time, spent  m  consideration  of 
said  bill,  the  committee  rosjE^  and  by  their  thairman,  reported  the 
same  to  the  House  as  amended; 

Which  report  was  agreed  to,  said  bill  read  a  second  time  by  its  title 
and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  tomorrow, 

A  bill  te  be  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  an  academy  in  the  county 
af  Leon,  and  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  thereof; 

Was  read  a  ^Meond  and  third  time,  and  passed.  Ordered  that  the 
title  be  as  stated. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  resolution  for 
the  relief  of  Edward  Bolen,  late  Jailer  of  Calhoun  coun%— Mr. 
Myers  in  the  Chair. — After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  of  said 
bdl,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman,  reported  the  same  to 
the  House  without  amendment ;  which  report  was  concurred  ia. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  put 
upon  its  adoption. 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  called  firr  on  this  question,  by  Messrs 
Taylor  and  Smith,  and  were. 

Ayes. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Bush,  Branch,  Church,  Cone,  Duval,  Evans,  Fernandez,  Fontane, 
McKinnon,  Miller,  Mosely,  Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  Sadbuiy, 
Stephens,  Steele,  and  Thigpin — S4. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Smith,  and  Taylor — 2. 

So  said  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  went  into  secret  session,  after  some  time  the  doer 
was  opened. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  11  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  February  3,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  a  quorum  beiog 
present,  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Evans  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
declaring  Juniper  Creek,  in  Escambia  Coaaty,  a  navigable 
stream. 

Mr.  Myers  gave  notice  that  he  will,  ou  some  future  day,  ask 
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ktve  to  iDtrodtice  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  regulating  the 
salvage  on  wrecked  cottou,  within  the  waters  of  this  Territory; 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  giving  a  lien  on  Steam 
Boats  and  Barges  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Branch  presented  the  petition  of  Francis  B*  Whitings 
prajribg  a  divorce  from  his  wife,  Sarah  M* ; 

Mr.  Stephens  moved  that  the  gentleman  have  leave  to  with- 
draw said  petition,  and  that  this  motion  be  considered  a  test 
question  as  to  the  disposition  of  this  House  to  entertain  the 
consideration  of  such  petitions ; 

r   Upon  this  motion  the  a^es  tnd  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Tbigpen  and  Fernandez,  and  were ; 

Ayes — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Bryan,  Bush,  Church, 
Con?,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  McKinnon^  Mil- 
ler, Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  Sadbary,  Stephens  and  Steele — 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bann^man,  Bell.  Bird,  Branch,  Duval| 
Mose^,  Priest,  Smith,  Taylor  and  Thigpen — 10. 

So  the  motion  was  adopted. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  the  House  tht 
following  communication : 

Executive  Department, 
Tallahassee,  3d  February,  1841. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  1  have  approved  the  Resolution 
for  the  payment  of  Alfred  A.  Fisher,  for  rent  of  room  for  jaili 
and  sBiaarding  prisoners. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
Which  was  read. 
Also  the  following : 

Executive  Department, 
Tallahassee,  3d  February,  1841. 

To  the  Legislative  Council  oj  Florida : 

I  herewith  transmit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  City  of  Tallahassee,  for  the  past  year. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  RjEID. 

Which  was  read,  and  the  accompanying  Report  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  and  said  Committee  invested  with  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers ; 

Messrs.  Fernandefc,  Duval,  Bush,  Taylor  and  Elzuardi,  were 
appointed  said  Committee:. 

Mr.  Steele  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory 
be  instructed  to  request  the  Pnesid^nt  of  the  Convention  to  form 
a  Constitution  for  the  State  of  Florida,  to^  furnish  a  deUiled 

10 
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statenent  of  the  volet  given  for  and  aguntt  the  Cotmicaiioo,  m 
Maj,  1899|  and  a  certified  copy  of  his  ProeUnwlion  of  its  rati- 
fication. 

Which  wa^  adopted* 

Wr.  Motely  offered  the  following  Resolution,  vb : 

Resohedf  That  every  citisen  of  this  Territory  has  a  right  So 
petition  this  Leg^latait^  for  the  redress  of  any  grievance  npoa 
which  it  may  constitntionally  legislate,  and  that  no  soch  petilistt 
ought  to  be  rejected,  without  being  first  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee. 

Which  was  read,  and  lddy>n  the  table. 

Mr.  Myers,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtaiMd 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  regulating  the  feat 
of  jailers  in  this  Territoiy ; 

Which  was  raul,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading:. 

Mr.  Brown  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  fntnre  day,  ask 
leave  to  intrtdnce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  rsgnMe  the 
qualification  of  members  of  the  Legislative  Cooncil. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  BanLs,  to  whom  was  r^ 
ferred  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  secnre  to  the  P^opb  af 
this  Territory  a  sound  currency,  reported  the  saase  to  the 
House  without  anendment ; 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Duval  then  moved  that  smd  biU  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Upon  this  motion  the  ayes  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Maa 
srs.  Smith  and  Thigpm,  and  were. 

Ayes. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Brown* 
Bryan,  Bush,  Branch,  Church,  Duval,  Evans,  Mrlfinnon^ 
Miller,  Myers,  Sadbury,  and  Stephens— 16. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bird,  Cooe,  Elsoardi,  Femandet,  Fontane, 
Mosefy,  Nunes,  Pent  Priest,  Smith,  Steele  an  I  TUgpin— IS. 

So  said  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Bush  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  l^s,  assida  the 
following  report,  vis : 

The  Uommittee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  have  instructed  me  to  re- 
port, as  correctly  enrolled,  the  following  bill. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Methodbt  Episcopal  Church,  in 
the  City  of  Tallahassee. 

THOMAS  M.  BUSH,  Chairman 

CmmnUtee  <m  EnnlUd  BitU. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  alter  and  change  the  name  of 
Martha  Blackwell,  of  Jefiiurson  county,  (sent  to  this  House  fi-oai 
the  Senate,  as  having  passed  that  body)  was  amended  in  the 
House,  by  inserting  the  letter  P.  between  Martha  and  Black- 
well  and  Martha  and  Triplett,  so  as  to  read  Martha  P.  Black- 
well— Martha  P.  Triplett.  The  title  was  amended  so  as  to 
correspond  with  the  body  of  the  bill. 
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The  biU  was  then  read  twirt,  the  rule  being  waived,  and 
passed. 

The  resolatioQ  from  tbeSenate,  relative  to  the  final  adfoarn- 
nent  of  this  Legislative  Coancil,  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Tke  House  went  into  CooMnittee  of  tl^e  Whole  on  a  bill  to  be 
cntkled,  an  act  to  authorise  the  Brunswick  and  Florida  Rail 
Road  Company,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Sute 
<rf*  Georgia,  to  construct  a  Rail  Road  through  the  Territory  of 
Florida.  Mr.  Nunes  in  the  Chair— After  some  time  spent  in 
consideration  of  said  bill,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their 
diairman,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

Which  report  was  agreed  to. 

A  bin  to  be  entitled,  an  act  authorising  Henry  Iiander  to  es- 
tablish a  feny  across  the  St  Marks  river,  opposite  the  city  of 
Port  Leon; 

Was  read  a  second  and  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  sUted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  an  act 
constituting  a  board  of  wardens,  commbsioners  of  pilotage,  and 
commissioners  of  wrecks,  &cc.,  for  the  port  of  Jacksonville  and 
other  places  therein  provided  for,  approf^,  Feb.  28,  1839 ; 

Was  read  a  second  and  third  time  and  passed  ;  tide  as  stated. 

A  bin  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Port 
Leon; 

Was  laid  on  the  Uble. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Tampa  Bay  and  St.  John's 
Rail  Road,  Canal  and  Steamboat  Company.  Mr.  Moselv  in 
tbe  Chair — ^After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  of  said  bill, 
Che  conunittee  rose,  and  by  their  diairman,  reported  the  same 
To  the  House  with  sundry  amendments; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  said  bill  laid  on  the  table. 

Tbe  House  then  adjonmed  until  to-morrow  morning  11 
o'clock. 


Thumday,  Febmary  4tii,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    A  quorum  being 
present,  the  Journal  of  yesterdajTs  proceedings  was  read. 
Mr.  Brown  presented  the  following  Memorial : 
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To  the  SemOe  and  House  of  RepreierUativei  of  tie  VnUed 
States^  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memoria)  of  the  Legislative  CouDcil  of  Florida,  re- 
spectfully represents . 

That  while  Florida  is  suffering  from  a  protracted  internal 
war,  brought  upon  it  without  the  agency  or  wishes  of  its  people, 
or  their  representatives,  the  Legislative  Council  feel  it  to  be  in- 
cumbent on  them,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Federal  Govera- 
meut,  to  the  peculidr  circumstances  of  this  Territory.  If  duly 
weighed,  they  cannot  fail  to  interest  a  part,  at  least,  of  those 
States  of  the  Union,  whose  prosperity  is  obviously  connected 
with  that  of  its  most  exposed  aiid  defenceless  frontier. 

From  the  entrance  of  the  St.  Mary's  on  the  Atlantic,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Perdido,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  this  Territory 
presents  a  front,  exceeding  in  extent  thirteen  hundred  miles. 

For  the  distance  of  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
east  of  the  Perdido,  it  has  a  breadth,  across  which  an  invading 
foe  could  march  an  army  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours.  Ala- 
bama and  Georgia,  therefore,  must  perceive  the  policy  of  mul- 
tiplying obstructions  to  the  progress  of  such  a  foe. 

Through  this  narrow  strip  of  land,  the  Apalachicola  river, 
and  the  bay  of  St.  Joseph,  receives  the  exports  of  the  .  riv- 
ers, Flint  and  Chatahouchee.  The  latter,  a  common  boun- 
dary of  Georgia  and  Alabama,  navigable  in  its  prese||t  condi- 
tion for  more  than  three  hundred  miles,  and  furnishing  in  the 
present  state  of  the  lands  and  labor  of  its  borders,  an  annual 
export  exceeding  in  value  five  millions  of  dollars. 

At  no  great  distance  west  of  the  bay  of  St.  Joseph,  the 
Tombigbee  empties  its  waters  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
transports  to  Mobile  the  greater  part  of  the  surplus  productions 
of  a  State,  having  a  territorj^  exceeding  in  dimensions  all  the 
New  England  States,  and  supplying  a  staple,  which  gives  ac- 
tivity to  their  industry,  and  employment  to  their  navigation. 

Further  West,  the  river  Mississippi  pours  her  current  and  that 
of  her  numerous  tributaiues,  the  channels  of  the  commerce  of 
not  less  than  twelve  States,  into  the  same  great  estuary,  and 
with  it,  half  the  foreign  exports  of  the  Union. 

Opposite  to  the  mouths  of  those  fivers,  and  this  extended 
coast,  lie,  at  the  distance  of  one  or  two  days  sail,  numerous  Is- 
lands, inhabited  by  a  mixed  population,  over  which  Great  Bri- 
tain, France,  Spain,  Holland^  Sweden  and  Denmark,  claim  and 
exercise  a  sovereignty,  sustained  by  formidable  navies,  in  some 
cases  superior,  in  others  equal  to  that  of  the  United  States. 

Those  Islands  supply  to  the  christian  world  its  chief  tropical 
productions,  by  a  commerce  jealously  guarded,  and  afford  many 

Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


77 

captcious  harbors,  wbeqce  in  a  mariliine  war,  not  only  Ibe  trmde 
of  the  United  States  flowing  from  their  own  rivers,  may  be  id- 
terruptedy  but  the  cities  near  their  mouths,  and  the  country  in 
th^ir  ricbity,  may  be  suddenly  assailed  by  hostile  fleets  and 
armies. 

^  hen  to  these  obvious  considerations,  are  superadded  the 
peculiar  composition  which  is  likely  to  distin^ish  those  armieg^ 
and  the  complection  of  a  large  |>art  o#  the  very  sparse  popula* 
tion  of  the  whole  Southern  territory  of  this  Union,  an  irresista* 
ble  appeal  is  made  to  that  forecast,  which,  providing  ia  peaot 
for  the  exigencies  of  war,  i«  the  surest  means  of  prevenUug  its 
occurrence. 

What  thote  provisions  should  be,  their  nature,  number,  and 
extent,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  charged  by  the  Cof^- 
stitution  with  the  common  defence,  are  alone  authorised  (o  de- 
termine. 

But  that  the  present  condition  of  this  exposed  froqtier  re- 
quires other  provisions  for  its  future  safety  than  those  which  now 
subsist,  must  be  apparent;  and  while  former  Reports  of  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments  have  sbggested  them,  it  is  much  to 
be  deplored  that  they  have  bee^  almost  totally  neglected;  and 
this,  too,  while  the  people  of  Florida,  fruitlessly  seeking  to  form 
a  Constitution  and  part  of  this  Union,'have  been  silently,  (their 
representatives  farbear  to  sa>,  contemptuously,)  dented  the  right 
of  complaint,  in  any  form  more  efficacious  than  the  voice  of  ^ 
solitary  delegate. 

The  Legislative  Council,  therefore,,  make  no  apology  for 
availing  themselves  of  the  present  occasion,  to  detail  some  of 
the  provisions  to  which  they  deem  themselves  entitled;  and  to 
glance  a|  the  reasons  which  have  been  urged  to  justify  their  ne- 
glect. 

They  state  in  the  first  place  thai  their,  very  channels  of  cor- 
respondence with  the  Federal  Government  are  •bstructed  by  the 
denial,  neglect,  or  mismanagement,  of  those  facilities  of  inter- 
course designed  to  be  aflbrded  to  the  whole  Union  by  the  United 
States  m^l.  These,  they  conceive,  should  be  assured  to  every 
organized  Government,  whether  State  or  Territorial,  the  seat  of 
which  should  be  approximated  as  near  as  practicable  to  that  Off 
the  Gcuieral  Government.  In  war,  the  people  have  a  right  to 
claim  protection  of  both  Governments;  and  on  their  prompt  and 
harmonious  cO-op^ation  for  that  effect,  the  public  safety  essen- 
tially depends.  The  loss  of  a  day  may  determine  the  fate  of  a 
campaign,  or  of  the  war  itself. 

While  the  distance  from  Washington  to  Wilmington,  in  North 
Carolina,  could  be  traversed,  arid^has  been,  in  Iwenty-four 
hours,  when  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  has  been  open,  and 
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Ami  Ckm^Mkm  U  BrMfviek  ki  iIm  ium  perkdt  at  waf 

:  whilt  tbe  BffMnnck  rovtt  wm  ia  «te  $  and  what  tha 

ftcapablaafbeiag  mntk  radacad,  was  peribraiad  ihcaoa 

^  TaUalHMK  b  a  day  and  a  iMJf  amrai  ao  aaoee  vbatevar  i^raa 
I  of  tfM  appficaCaoa  to  Coarreit  by  a  large  aoaiber  of  aoB- 
birtaf  kodi  hooMt  of  tht  lait  Legiskdva  Coonca  of  tha  Terri- 
lory,  fir  a  MiUie  ami  ia  aid  of  Che  iMrktd  cAtft  of  two  palr^ 
focitia0M,(lfatirt.HofdLMtk  Stockton,)  who  opaaedaiidas- 
laMhlnd  witk  their  owa  eafiital  tha  dKNnett 
aoraii  the  Pcaiatala  of  Florida;  a  aeffloct,  the  1 
Ua,  tiMe  Florida  thea  wat,  at  at  loag  had  beaa,  aad 
la  bo,  the  nat  of  a  dctoiatiog  Indian  war. 

The  Legitladve  Coaodl  eoaqdain,  in  tte  acoaad  |4aca,  of 
AelUlirt  to  provide  Micahle  Dock  Tardt  and  Naval  fitttioMt 
M  the  Oalf  of  M  aiieo  and  Soatk  Atlaatic  Coast  of  the  Unilad  « 
Aalss,  for  the  constractioo  and  repairs  of  vestels  of  war,  not* 
wkhf^ndlaf  the  aafciplied  ceasidemtiong  of  National,  as  wdl 
as  local  innwnii  wMch  [dead  lor  snch  rttabliihwwnts. 

Tear  BMnoriaHits  are  aware  of  the  conunon  place  objections 
to  a  location  of  sach  Nary  Tards  on  the  Galf  of  Meiico— ob- 
jections spriagiog  firooi  rival  aad  sectional  interests,  in  that  por* 
tion  of  the  Union;  which,  not  content  witKdrawiag  thor  prmrte 
reveuaci  from  tbe  transportation  or  manafadare  of  the  stapias 
of  the  Soath,  seek  also  to  appropriale  the  pablie  revenne  to  their 
exclnrfve  benefit 

The  fiKts  and  arfaawntsto  which  yonr  menMmaKsts  relir  are 
nnfennded  and  fiilladoas.  Withont  protractky  tUs  iMnorialt 
by  a  special  contradiction  of  the  fiNnner,  or  replyinf  to  tbe  la^> 
ler,  it  can  be  readily  fhown,  that  it  is  easier  and  cheaper  la 
transftr  the  artists  who  constract,  aad  the  sailors  wkd  maa  the 
ndlitary  HMrine,  htm  the  North  to  the  Soath,  than  to  carnr  froai 
sthe  Soath  to  tbe  North,  the  beaqs  cordage  and  iron  of  Ken* 
tnckv ;  tbe  navsl  stores  of  Carolma ;  (he  provisions  of  the  Stales 
bortoing  on  the  waters  of  tbe  Missistippi,  and  riM  live  onk  and 
cedar  of  Ledsiana  and  Florida,  to  constract  or  repair,  aad  la 
victaal  that  nMuriae. 

A  nore  Imperative  coniMeratioo  than  this,  however,  woidd 
pat  all  qnestion,onthfa  9ab)ect,lorest.  The  ciroaamtanees  d^ 
hided  to  fai  an  carlv  part  of  this  nemorial,  mast,  in  any  nmritine 
war«  to  which  the  United  States  may  be  a  party,  sender  the  Gnlf 
of  Mexico  thetbeaare  of  more  naval  conffictSy  than  are  Kkely  to 
occar  on  any  other  coait  of  North  America  f  Aad  can  it  he 
doabted.  that  where  those  con^ictt  occar,  dxHild  be  the  rice  of 
the  constmction  and  repair  of  the  ieets  engaged  intliem? 

What  naVal  ofteer,  it  need  scarcely  be  asked,  wonld  haiard  a 
voyage  thraagh  the  keys  of  Florida^  aronnd  Cqm  Sable  and 
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Hatterat  to  Goiport  or  Bofton,  New  Tofk,  Narmgaoiei  or 
Portland^  in  order  lo  repair  a  ieet,  or  tecort  a  prise,  iKimao-^ 
tied  and  crippled  in  an  engagement  off  the  month  of  the  Miirit- 
mpfif  Other  nations  hare  their  Dock  Tardsjand  Naval  Dt- 
pou  near  the  theatre  of  their  expected  coofiets.  For  euHn|dei 
jBogland  does  not  lend  her  ships  of  war  lo  Bristo!,  Lirerpool  or 
Gbtfgow^toberriltied.  The  Dodi  Yards  of  the  river  Th«Ms, 
as  well  as  Plyraonth  and  PortsoMNitht  are  opposite  to  the  coast 
ofFranoe,  not  upon  the  Sefem,  the  Merseror  theClyde;  and 
where  the  repairs  are  to  be  nuNlo»  there  shooM  the  constrnelion 
of  sndi  ships  be  practicable,  at  least,  ibr  nuassroos  leasenSi 
Bat  if  tor  no  other,  becaase  tfiere  sboald  the  nocessarj  artists 
reside,  inpeaceaswellasin  war;  anddieassistBtttlahor  bepsr- 
■lanentljf  gadbered  aroand  thees. 

If  the^e  Naval  Sutioas  are  required  on  the  Golf  of  Mexko^ 
^lliey  OMMt  be  rendlred  defensible  against  sadden  approaches  on 
thehmd,  as  well  as  ftoai  the  ocean;  hence,  the  lyparent  necess^* 
tjr  of  locating  then  near  the  densest  nopolation,  or  of  npswiog 
and  ioqproriag  the  roads  or  rivers  wbacfa  lead  to  them  from  the 
interior* 

Yoor  memorialists  cannot  bat  deploffe,  tbererore,  the  nieni 
nerlect  of  the  application  to  a  former  Congress,  for  an  appro- 
pnation  of  PabKc  Lands,  to  the  constraction*  df  a  Rail  Road 
leading  from  Peosacola  towards  Alabama  and  Georgia.  A  re* 
aonrce  often  freely,  if  not  wastefhlly  applied,  to  less  worthy  ob* 
jects,  bocaase  sought  by  the  arUBty  of  private  spscalation,wh9e 
this  appealed  to  the  pnbKc  faiterost,  cbieijr,  if  not  solely,  in  be- 
half oi  a  purpose  of  naoaestionable  national  importancOt  if  the 
public  defence  be  a  natwoal  duty. 

Tour  msasorialists  have  latdy  seen  the  eibit  renewed,  to  dis- 
tribute the  nett  proceeds  ol  the  sales  of  the  Pnbfic  Lands  anmng 
the  several  Statesof  the  Union,  and  their  attention  has  been 
naturally  drawn  to  the  form  whidi  that  measure  assumed,  when 
it  received  the  sanction  of  a  very  largt  nH()ority  of  both  houses 
of  a  former  Congess*  It  had  then  its  origin  fa  die  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  where  this  Territory  was  smrepresented.  It 
may  have  been  for  that  reasout  that  its  inhabitants  were  whdly 
wrerlooked  lar  the  proposed  distribution.  And  hence  it  is^  thai 
the  Legislative  Coondl  tmsU  dmt  they  wiU  net  be  deemed  ob- 
tmrivo,  wUle  they  avail  Aemseives  of  die  ptesent  occasion  in 
submit  Hmr  views  of  the  imasttoe  of  snch  esdusien. 

The  total  lovenae  of  die  Uaited  Stalm  is  now  deiifed  from  tho 
•aks  of  the  PttbhcLaadsi  and  from  die  customs,  or  dotim  OB  fersiga 
inqpests.  It  is  evident,  therofeio,  diat  whatovsr  may  bo  the  ilistrfcalsd 
poceeds  of  the  Natiood  domain,  dieir  sum,  if  withdrawn  from  the 
Traasury  for  die  nseof  the  StatoB,  amst  bo  aapplaod  from  odMr 
I  of  fovoayo}  unhss,  m<ood»  the  poMm  loronnobo  rsdandaati 
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aod  admit  or  reductiM  to  tl^at  extent.  In  which  caie,  if  the  reductioa 
be  effected  by  surreoderiDg  ene  braoch  of  reveDue,  the  other  canneC 
be  reduced.  So  that,  en  either  suppositioD,  the  consumers  of  foreiga 
imports,  who  pay  the  customs,  must  be  regarded  as  supplying  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  Public  Lands,  for  the  purpose 
•f  having  it  distributed  among  the  several  States. 

The  benefit  of  that  revenue  is  now  shared  alike  by  all  the  people  of 
the  United  States ;  as  well  by  the  inhabitants  of  Florida,  as  by  those 
•f  the  States. 

In  withdrawing  it  for  distributon,  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  the  seve- 
mi  States  a  full  equivalent  for  their  augmented,  or  continued  taxatioo; 
and  the  Legislative  Council  ask,  emphatically :  Why  shall  Florida  be 
excluded  from  a  participation  m  that  equivalent?  Is  it  because  the 
people  of  Florida  do  not  pay  their  full  proportion  of  the  duties  en 
imports  7 

Bxperting  their  only  staple,  of  which  they  manufacture  no  part  at 
home,  and  purchasing  in  return  nearly  all  that  th^  consume,  it  is  ap. 
parent  that  they  pay  a  proportion  of  the  foreign  duties  on  domestic 
eonsumptien,  exceeding  the  ratio  of  their  numbers,  to  the  fi  hele  pop* 
idation  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Is  it  because  Florida  is  not  represented  in  Congress  aa  a  State  ? 
To  whose  influence  is  that  ascribable?  8be  has,  by  a  Convention  of 
her  citizens  sought,  and  by  Congress  been  denied,  admissioo  into  the 
Union*  The  denial  of  thai  which  she  demanded  as  a  right,  catnot 
be  imputed  to  her,  and  punished  as  a  fault. 

The  ratio  of  distribution  in  the  bill  vetoed  by  a  former  President, 
professed  to  bear  seme  proportions,  it  is  true,  to  the  representations  of 
the  several  States.  Was  the  exclusion  of  Florida  founded  on  the 
fact,  that  she  was  unrepresented  ?  Whence  arose  the  referenoe  to 
representation  in  fixing  the  ratio  of  distribution  ?  Was  it  not,  that 
from  the  period  of  the  revolution,  to  the  present  di^y,  it  has  been  % 
principle  of  American  legislation,  **  that  taxation  and  representatien 
should  go  together,"  to  use  the  homely,  but  simple  and  emphatic  Ian. 
gttage  of  the  statesmen  who  achieved  that  revolution  7  And  shall 
the  absenqe  of  representation  not  only  justify  taxation,  but  be  deemed 
en  adeqnate  excuse  for  wantonly  augmenting  it,  without  an  equiva- 
lent or  indemnity. 

Again,  in  computing  the  proportioti  of  the  several  States  in  the 
contemplated  distribution,  an  additional  fifteen  per  cent  was  allowed, 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales  within  their  respective  limits,  and 
the  Senators  of  each  State  were  to  be  counted  with  its  represeototioD, 
in  the  popular  branch  of  the  National  Legislatore;  by  which  Tory 
liberal  provisions,  Statee,  similar y  circnmstanced.with  Florida,  in  all 
respects  but  one— that  their  appliciition  for  admission  into  the  Union 
had  not  passed  unheeded — had  thoi^  proportions  of  the  distributable 
hmd  ftind,  roneh  more  than  tribled,  if  regard  had  been  paid,  solely  to 
their  popukition.  With  what  show  of  justice,  therefore,  lot  it  be  re* 
peated,  was  Florida  overlooked  ? 

Was  it  that  the  distribution,  of  which  she  now  complains,  could 
derive  no  aid  from  ^r  voice  in  the  pablic  Councils,  and  might  be  ef- 
fected in  despite  of  her  murmurs  ? 
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8bt  confidently  trastSy  thai  the  impartial  iegbtatioii  of  yoar  bonora* 
I1I0  hrt^v  Will   rplnt#»  both  fhrwiA  iniimAnn  concliiflionfl. 

make  the  piopo&cu  u*&»liiuaiiou,  i»  a.iOjis*'>oa  nj  ^j  u^..«'w  'i..j!;Uo 
peculiar  language  of  tbe  Virginia  cessioa  of  the  North  Western  Ter- 
ritory, which  declared,  that,  except -certain  portions  thereof,  the  ad- 
ded lands  should  be  considered  as  a  comcnon  fund  for  the  use  and 
beneftt  of  the  United  States,  according  to  their  usual  respective  pro« 
portiona  in  the  general  expenditure. 

But  this  phraseology  is  not  to  he  found  in  the  cessions  of  Massa. 
chosetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  or  South  Carolina,  which  pre* 
ceded,  nor  in  those  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  ^hich  followed 
Che  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution. 

Still  lees  can  it  furnish  an  imperative  rule  of  distribution,  in  regard 
to  the  lands  of  Louisiana  and  Florida-^he  treaties  for  both  of  which 
followed  those  acts  after  a  long  interval  of  time. 

The  ratio  of  distribution,  provided  by  the  Virginia  grant,  referred 
to  no  previous  system  of  taxation  whatever :  since  the  Confederation 
eould  impose  no  tax,  either  direct  or  indirect ;  much  less  could  it  have 
Tefto«d  to  the  representation  of  the  respective  States,  because  eadi 
had  but  a  single  vote,  and  all  stood,  iu  that  respect,  upon  a  perfect 
footing  of  ecjualtty. 

Nor  were  the  States,  or  districts  to  be  carved  out  of  the  ceded 
Territory  to  be  exempt  from  contributions  to  the  common  Treasury 
of  the  Union,  in  the  shape  of  requisitionsy  for  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Ordinance,  founded  on  the  act  of  cession,  expressly  provi  led,  **  That 
the  inhabitants  and  settlers  of  the  newly  acquired  Territory,  shall  bo 
mbject  to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debts,  contracted  or  to  be  con. 
traded ;  and  a  proportionate  part  of  the  expense  of  Grovemment,^to  be 
apportioned  on  them  by  Congress,  according  to  the  same  common 
mie  by  which  apportionuMnts  thereof  shall  be  made  on  the  other 
States  ;  and  the  taxes  for  paying  their  proportioii  shall  be  laid  and 
levied  by  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Legislatures  of  that  Dis- 
trict or  Diitricta,  or  lAw  States,  as  in  the  original  States.*^ 

That  no  doubt  may  arise  whether  those  taxes  might  be  imposed, 
^prior  to  the  admission  of  the  new  States  into  the  Union,  it  may  be 
proper  to  refer  to  the  language  of  those  resolations  of  Congrese,  re- 
ported fVom  a  Comtnittee,  of  which  Mr.  Jefferson  was  the  Chairman 
in  April,  1788, 

There,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  original  designation  ot  SUOeSf  was 
Applied  to  such  communities,  as  might  be  found  in  the  newly  acquir- 
ed Territory,  as  well  before  as  afler  their  admission  to  a  repreaonta- 
tion  in  Coogreasydemonstrating  that  the  Territory  of  the  United  States, 
•nd  the  States  which  might  be  formed  therein,  were  forever  to  remaia 
part  oP  the  confederacy.  Sothat^in  fact,  n  State  might  exist  as  a 
part  of  the  confederacy,  and  be  subiect  to  requsitions  for  the  Federal 
Treasur|r9  prior  to  its  adihission  to  any  representation  in  Congreas. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  resolutions  of  1783,  any  number  of  the 
porchasenof  the  Publia  Lands  wK»e  allowed  to  form  a  StatCf  and 
dO,000  to  mt^a  permanent  fovenment  therefor. 

11 
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Miwonriy  md  ■ubgeqaently  MJchigan  md  Aikmaai,  oUed  < 
tioDi  to  form  their  State  Coostitutioas,  and  elected  their  Seoators  t» 
Congress,  prior  to  any  express  authority  from  Congress,  or  a  ibrmal 
admissioD  of  any  representatioa  in  their  behalf,  on  the  floor  of  either 
House,  except  by  a  Delegate,  authorised  to  debate,  but  not  to  vote. 
These  Senators,  nevertheless,  had  thoir  mileage  and  per  diem  allowed 
them,  as  the  representatives  of  States,  and  ultimately  took  their  aeats 
as  such. 

It  is  obvious,  that  the  rule  of  distribution,  derived  frem  the  Uogvag^ 
of  the  act  ef  cestioo  of  Va.  cannot  now  apply.  The  measure  of  the  first 
requisition,  upon  the  several  States  was  arbitrary — a  standard  to  sa* 
pereede  it,  wma  provided  by  the  articles  of  coclederatioa,  in  the  valiuu 
tion  of  the  lands  of  all  the  States,  and  the  buildings  and  other  im* 
proveoieots  upon  them.  But  this  was  never  enforced ;  and  being 
abandoned,  was  supplanted  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vote  of  the  coofed. 
erated  States,  by  substituting  for  it,  the  ratio  subsequently  incorporat* 
ed  in  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  the  basis  of  direct  taxation,  and  oT 
representatioa  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  National  Legislatore. 
Being  the  measure  of  both,  it  was  doubtless  supposed,  at  that  tine, 
diat  a  large  portion  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  would  be  de- 
Bved  iroma  capitation,  or  other  direct  tax. 

At  present,  however,  no  such  tax  exists,  or  is  a  resort  to  direct  tax. 
ation  anticipated.  Who  can  say,  therefore,  what  any  State  contri. 
butes  to  the  Federal  Treasury?  A  rule  of  distribution,  which  is  im« 
practicable,  cannot  be  obligatory ;  and  if  this  be  disregarded,  the  only 
other  that  can  be  reasoiably  substituted  for  it,  must  have  its  origin  in 
natural  justice  and  equity. 

Such  has  been  the  rapid  growth  of  the  fiNreign  commerce  <^the  Uni- 
ted  States,  that  the  revenue  from  customs,  always  susceptable  of  a 
ready  reduetion  or  augmentation,  has  become,  and  has  long  been, 
adequate  to  the  economical  expenses  of  the  government,  and  thus,  a  tax 
upon  coniumption,  has  superceded  a  tax  upon  capital. 

If  it  be  assumed,  that  population  is  a  fair  measure  of  consomptioB, 
—-a  position,  than  which,  nothing  can^be  more  odtnie,  especially  as  re. 
gards  the  consumption  of  ibretgn  imports— or  that  equal  numbers  in 
America  consume  equal  quantities  of  foreign  products,  then  Florida, 
who  pays  more  than  her  proportion,  has  an  obvious  right  to  a  distribu. 
table  sbtre  of  the  proceeds  of  sale  of  the  Public  Lands,  exceeding  the 
ratio  of  her  population  to  that  of  the  smallest  State  now  rqMesented  in 
Congress. 

B«t  if  the  end,  or  National  purpose,  to  be  attained  by  any  diAriha^ 
tioo,  be  regarded,— end  the  bill  which  origmated  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  expressly  named  three  such  objects,— Florida  will  be 
leund  to  have  her  claims  augmented. 

In  two,  out  of  the  three  of  them,  she  has  a  deeper  interest  than  any 
Mofthem  or  Western  State. 

To  one  only  will  yeur  memorialists  refer.  She  is  a  frontier  State, 
with  a  sea  board,  exceedioc  in  length  the  Atlantic  Coast  of  the  ^hele 
United  States ;  and  needs,  for  the  improvement  of  her  roads  and  inter* 
ntf  4Mivigatie&,  asum  pr^ortioned  to  the  vast  extent  of  her  territory. 
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iriiieb,  undivided,  tquab  dial  ef  any  of  five  of  the  New  England 
SlaUs. 

'  Tlie  Legnlative  Couaeily  therefore,  without  meaning  to  expreM  any 
opinion  of  the  expediency  of  the  contemplated  distribution  of  the  pro* 
coeds  of  sale  of  the  public  domain,  roust  respectfully  suggest  their 
earnest  hope,  that  Florida  will  not  be  excluded  from  any  act,  which 
may  hereai\er  pass,  upon  that  subject. 

One  other  provision,  only,  of  many  which  6ccur  to  your  roemona- 
Itsts,  will  they  add,  to  this  catalogue  of  grievances.  Before  they  pro* 
coed  to  notice  it,  they  will  premise,  that  the  United  States,  as  the  femes 
tenmnt,  or  proprietor,  of  the  far  greater  part  of  the  unsettled  lands  of 
Florida,  a  teirttor}%  in  extent  but  kttle  short  of  the  largest  State  of  the 
Union,  has  the  undoubted  constitutional  right  to  subdivide  those  lands, 
for  the  purpose  of  sale,  settlement,  and  cultivation. 

But  a  very  large  portion  of  this  territory — that  especially,  which  is 
not  only  the  roost  fertile,  but  the  best  adapted  to  the  production  of  tho 
fruits,  and  staple  productions  of  the  tropics,— is  now  the  haunt  and 
asylum  of  savages,  and  cannot  be  subdivided  with  any  prospect  of  its 
opeedy  sale,  or  improvement  by  the  purchaser,  until  it  shidi  have  been 
dicained  or  rendered  habitable.  In  this  respect,  large  portions  of  Flo- 
ffida  resemble  certain  districts  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  Missouri* 

Were  it  the  policy,  as  it  can  never  be,  of  the  United  Sutea,  to  seB 
in  very  laige  tracts,  vast  portions  ot  the  public  domain,  such  is  tlio  hy- 
drography of  Florida,  as  well  as.  of  those  States,  that  no  single  pur- 
chaser could  be  found  competent  to  perform  that  duty.  Missouri 
could  not,  indeed,  drain  hei*  part  of  the  lakds  flooded  by  the  river 
Sl  Francis,  because,  any  successful  effort  for  that  purpose,  must 
commence  far  below  her  boundary :  und,  although  the  entire  peninsu- 
la of  Florida  is  under  one  Government,  and  may  so  continue,  yet  the 
extent  of  her  eofr  glades^  and  morasses,  precludes  the  hope  of  effect- 
ing such  improvements  by  individual  enterprise  or  capitaL 

Shall  this  fertile  country,  then,  ever  remain  an  uncultivated  wil- 
demess,  to  shelter  savages,  and  fugitives  from  justice  ?  Are  tkere 
oot,  urgent  considerations  of  public  policy,  which,  in  their  application 
to  a  frontier  country,  solemnly  forbid  such  apathy  or  negligence  t 

The  60,000  Indian  warriors,  threatening  the  repose  of  the  West, 
require  a  resort  to  every  practicable  and  constitutional  expedient,  to 
strengthen  amNefend  the  three  states  stretched  along  that  frontier. 

How  feeble,  after  all,  is  this  incentive  to  a  wise  precautionary  poll- 
cy»  compared  wiih  the  magnitude  of  the  danger  to  which  the  Southern 
border  of  the  United  States,  not  only  Louisiana  and  Alabama,  and 
Florida,  but  Georgia,  would  be  exposed,  in  a  war  with  the  naval 
sovereign  of  the  West  Indies,  armed  with  his  black  regiments  from 
Jamaica! 

A  theme  is  here  presented,  too  painful  to  dwell  upon.  Let  it  suf- 
fice, to  add,  that  every  obligation  of  duty  and  honor,  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  wielding  the  sword  of  the  nation,  and  bound  for  its  de- 
fence, should  prompt  that  Government  to  quicken  the  growth  of  this 
exposed  Territory,  by  the  exercise  of  all  its  constitutional  power. 

Otherwise,  it  wouM  have  been  far  better,  for  the  South,  to  have  left 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


84 

Ihk  Territ^  in  the  pMcelU  occupfttM  of  Spds,  fiom  mhma  tkef 
had  Dothing  to  apprehend ;  and  whose,  very  impoCency*  would  htiwm 
made  it  a  shield  to  the  bordering  Statest  instead  of  a  spear  lo  paoroa 
their  vitals. 

The  views  which  your  memorialiBts  have  here  preaaoted,  of  Am 
actual  condition,  and  future  prospects  of  their  consutuents,  are  dictaU 
ed  by  an  imperious  sense  of  duty,  and  spring  from  no  disloyal  feeKag 
to  that  Union,  in  which,  they  have  vainly  sought  admission.  They 
regret  the  necessity  which  constrains  them  to  press,  once  bm«,  their 
prompt  and  solemn  consideration  upon  Congre^.  Tet,  more  do  they 
regret,  that  they  are  still  denied  the  right  of  being  beard,  in  their  aap* 
port,  in  more  than  one  of  its  Houses,  and  are  incapable  of  eootribittt* 
ing  a  solitary  vote,  in  either,  to  the  aid  of  those  liberal  stitesaaoQ  m 
both,  who  have  minds  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  embn^ce  the  iota- 
lests  of  the  entire  Union,  and  who,  turning  aside  from  the  distractioo  of 
party  or  sectional  politics,  are  dispooed  to  give,  to  the  views  of  jroor 
memorialists,  their  just  weight. 

One  of  the  obstacles  which,  your  memorialists  have  been  apprised, 
stand  in  the  way  of  every  proposition  submitted  to  you,  bbdialfof 
Ibeir  Tenitory,  remains  to  be  noticed.  It  is,  that  Flonda  proils  by, 
and  even  desires  the  continuance  of  the  war,  which  has  laid  waste  her 
Tenitory,  and  stained  it  with  her  blood. 

West  and  Middle  Florida  contain  four.fiflhs  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Territory.  While  scarcely  any  part  of  the  expenditures  of  the 
war  reach  them,  thev  are  exposed  to  the  necessity  of  competing  for 
their  own  supplies  of  labor,  forage  and  provisions,  with  cootractore 
and  quarter  masters  of  the  United  States.  Cotton  is  the  staple  of 
your  meroorioKsts,  and  with  it,  they  purchase  the  articles  you  need  for 
your  troops.  Let  the  man,in  Flonda  be  pointed  out,  who  has  been  en- 
riched  by  the  war,  which  has  desolated  East  Florida,  and  restrained 
the  growth  of  the  West,  and  you  will  find  him  a  contractor  or  conmis. 
sary  from  the  North.  The  forage  of  Maine,  the  oats  and  com  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  the  flour  of  New  York,  B  iltimore  and  Rich, 
mond,  the  pork  and  beef  of  New  Orleans,  the  horses  and  mules  of 
Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  (Georgia,  have  been  bought  by  tho  planters 
of  Florida,  at  prices,  enhanced,by  competition^n  the  same  market, with 
United  States  Commissaries  and  Contractors.  The  cavalry  of  the 
United  States  are  mounted  on  horses,  that  come  with  their  riders  firom 
a  distance,  and  the  steamboats  which  have  ascended  the  rivers  of 
Florida,  have  been  purchased,  or  are  owned  by  propnetors  beyond 
her  hmits* 

The  reproach  attempted  to  be  brought  upon  her  people,  of  desiring 
the  continuance  of  a  war,  attended  with  the  cruel  butchery  of  her 
frontier  settlers — a  war,  to  which  she  was,  in  no  sense,  a  party— can 
entail  disgrace  only  upon  her  calumniators,  whose  ignorance  of  her 
real  condition,  surpasses,  and  excuses,in  some  degree,  their  malignity. 

Which  was  read,  and  five  hundred  copies  ordered  to  bcpriiH 
ted. 

Mr.  Evans  offered  the  following  resolution : 
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Re$oh$df  That  die  Coiiiiiiitt«e  m  Fiunoe  be  instnicied  to 
iB^ife  iaio  the  expedieii€y  of  repeetiag  to  mach  of  the  third 
tecdon  of  an  act,  to  stiapead  dw  operatkNi  of  the  revenae  laws 
for  the  year  1840,  and  to  provide  for  the  tettleaMnt  of  all  ar^ 
rears  doe  to  and  irom  the  Territorial  Treasury,  approved  £d  of 
March,  1840,  as  imposes  a  tax  oo  keepers  of  billiard  tables,  aod 
nrtailers  of  spiritiio«s  fiqoors,  aad  that  they  have  leave  to  repoft 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Brown,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  regulate  the 
qualification  of  Members  of  the  Legislative  CounciL 

Which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Evans,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  <d>taiQed 
leave  to  introduce  a  bin  to  be  entitled,  ao  act  to  aoMnd  an  act 
declaring  Juniper  Creek,  in  Escambia  county,  a  navigable 
stream; 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Iohboiw 
row. 

Mr.  Duval,  pursuant  to  previoos  notice,  asked  aod  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  cer- 
Uin  individuals  therein  named,  to  raise,  by  way  of  Lottery,  8 
certain  som  of  money,  to  erect  a  Masonic  Lodge,  in  theoi^  of 
Tallahassee,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Which  was  read,  and  oidered  for  a  second  rea<fing  on  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Priest,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee,  made  ibt 
following  report : 

The  Select  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Rebeca  Cole,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  ask 
leave  to  report : 

Tour  committee  believe  that  divorce  cases  shoidd,  invaluably, 
go  before  the  tribunal  provided  for  them  by  law. 

Ai|d  your  committee  further  believe,  that  in  the  present  case, 
the  facu  set  forth  in  the  petition  and  accompanying  docomenU, 
are  not  sufficient  to  warrant  a  divorce ;  consequently  request  to 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

GABRIEL  PRIEST,  Ckairinan 

Of  Sekct  CammUee. 

Which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  aa  to  allow  Lawrence  O.  Branch  to 
practice  law  in  the  courU  of  this  Territory ; 

Was  read  a  second  and  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered  tiiat  the  tide  be  as  stated.       ^ 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  organise  the  St  Augustine 
Ci^Guards ; 

Was  read  a  second  and  third  timie  and  passed. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


OrderecT  that  die  tide  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  the  Port  WardeM  of 
the  Port  of  Pensacoh,  to  appoint  ptlou  for  the  h«y%  of  Black 
Water  and  Escambia ; 

Was  read  a  second  and  third  time  and  passed 

The  Utle  was  changed  so  as  to  read,  *^  A  bill  to  be  entitled, 
an  actio  extend  the  poweiv  of  the  Port  Wardens  for  the  Port  of 
Pensacola,  in  Escambia  county/' 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Tal- 
lahassee,  was  postponed  untU  to*roorrow, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  militia  and  volunteers  of  Florida,  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  present  Indian  War,  approved, 
Febroary  i2th,  1836; 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on 
to-morrow* 

A  bill  t*o  be  entitled,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  Clerks  of  Market; 

Was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  riesolution  reported  to  this  House  by  a  select  committee, 
relative  to  dramatic  ^hibiiioos  ; 

Wab  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on 
to-morrow. 

A  biH  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  prescribe  the  manner  of  ap- 
pointing patrols,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  postponed  until 
'to^norrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Mootioello  Rail  Road 
Company.  Mr.  Ikiunerman  in  the  Chair-Rafter  some  time  the 
committee  rose,  and  by  their  chairman,  reported  said  bill  to  the 
Hoose  amended  ; 

Which  report  was  agreed  to,  and  said  bill  laid  on  the  table. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor^  transmitted  So  the  Honse  the 
following  ;commonication  i 

Executive  Department,  i 
Tallahassee,  Frebruary  3,  1841. 
To  the  LegUlaim  Council  oj  Florida : 

I  herewith  enclose  the  letter  and  report  of  the  Treasiirer/on 
the  School  Land  Fund,  for  the  year  1840. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  a  bill  to  be  endtled,  an 
act  concerning  Indian  depredations,  and  for  other  purposes;  as 
having  passed  that  body  ; 
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Wloch  waf  laid  OD  the  titblew 

Also  as  having  received  the  concarrence  ol  that  body  the 
following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  to  be  entitle<l,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jack* 
ionville. 

A  bin  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled,  an  act 
to  establish  a  board  of  Port  Wardens  and  Commissioners  of 
Wrecks,  for  the  Port  of  Apalachicola  ;    ' 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  an  Acadeiiiy  in  the 
county  of  Leon,  and  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  thereof; 

WUcb  were  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  House  then  went  into  secret  sessioi^  after  some  time  the 
door  wtu  opened* 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  moming  11 
o'clock. 


Friday,  February  5th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  befug  pre- 
sent,  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.^Stephens  gave  notice,  that  he  will,  oti  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  iutroduce  a  bill  giving  criminal  jurisdiction  to  the  county 
courts  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Bush,  from  the  Committee  on  Etnolled  Bills,  reported  as  cor- 
rectly enrolled,  a  Preamble  and  Resolution  relative  to  a  Road  from 
lola  to  Jacksonville. 

Mr.  Priest,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  P.  L.  Ming,  made  the  following  report : 
To  the  Hon.  the  House  of  RepresentoHves  of 

the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 
The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  F« 
L.  Ming,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  James  W.  Exum,  have 
the  honor  to 

REPORT : 

That  from  the  Auditor's  reports  rendered  to  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil at  their  last  session,  James  W .  Ex  urn,  deceased,  late  Marshal  of 
West  Florida,  standi  charged  with  the  sum  of  8254.17  cents,  being 
the  balance  of  the  amount  supposed  to  be  due  by  him,  at  the  time  the 
Auditor  made  his  report. 

Your  Committee  find,  however,  from  the  testimony  of  George  Wal- 
ker, Esq.,  late  District  Attorney  of  West  Florida,  that  Benjamin 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


88 

MemtyoTEtCAoibU  Coimtjt  WMneafiii9tdiatkeiini«ftt08»to 
Appear  ai  CoutU  which  r«»eogQmnee  he  forfeited^  and  the  said  mioi 
was  charged  to  the  aaid  Exum  as  Marshal :  That,  in  coiisequeuce  ot 
the  said  Merrec's  having  absconded  from  the  Territory  of  Flonday 
the  said  Ezum  was  unaible  to  collect  the  said  sum  of  mooey»  and 
therefore}  b  good  faithi  ought  to  have  the  same  remitted  lo  him* 

It  topears  also,  that  the  said  Ezum  has  been  charged  vith  the 
>8um  of  two  hundred  and  fifty.fimr  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  a 
fine  imposed  by  the  Superior  Court  for  Jackson  County,  oo  one 
Grove  A.  Pease,  for  a  brMch  of  the  criminal  laws,  and  that  t^  said 
Pease  appealed  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  from  whence  the  suit  was  re- 
maoded  to  the  Court  below,  with  certain  instructioDS,  which  iBdueed 
the  then  District  Attorney  to  enter  a  md  proeifwt,  which  amounted  le 
a  remission  of  the  fine,  and  ot  course  ought  also  to  be  femitted  to  the 
seid  Bxum« 

It  will  appear,  therefore,  that  while  James  W.  Ezum,  late  Marshal 
of  West  Florida,  stands  charged  on  the  books  of  the  Auditor  with  the 
sum  of  tSM  17 

That  he  is  legally  and  equitably  entitled  to  the  fi>Bowing 
credits,  viz : 
Amount  of  Benjannn's  Merret's  recognizance,  $300 

*"    fine  of  G.  A.  Pease,  •SiaiZ  ^^rod^'*  entered,     3M    454  00 

Balance  due  J.  W.  Exum,  tlOO  89 

By  which  there  is  a  balance  du^  by  the  Territory  to  the  Estate  oi 
the  said  Exum,  of  one  hundred  and  ninetynine  dollars  eighty.ttiree 
cents,  which  your  Committee  is  satisfied  ought  to  be  paid. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoptkm  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution. 

AH  of  which  is  reepectflilly  submitted. 

GABRIEL  PRIEST,  Chairman 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Whbmas,  James  W.  Ezum,  late  Marshal  of  West  Florida,  was 
charged  with  a  forfeited  recognisance,  given  bv  Benjamin  Memt,  of 
Escambia  County,  amounting  to  two  hundred  dollars,  which  sum  wan 
never  collected,  in  consequence  ef  the  said  Merret  having  abeconded 
from  the  Territory  of  Florida.  And  the  said  Ezum  was  also  charged 
with  a  fine  imposed  by  the  Superior  Court  of  Jackson  County,  on 
one  Grove  A.  Pease,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  fifly-four  dol- 
lars, in  which  case  a  md  prociqui  was  afterwards  entered,  and  the 
fine  of  course  was  remitted  ; 

AifD  Whibbas,  There  is  now  standing  on  the  Books  of  the  An* 
ditor,  against  the  Estate  of  the  said  Exum.  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifly*four  dollars  seventeen  cents,  which  sum  deducted  from  said 
recognizance  and  fine,  amounting  in  all  to  fbur  hundred  and  fifly4biir 
doUu^  leaves  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  estate  of  the  same  James  W. 
Ezum,  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars  eighty-three  eenta. 
Therefore 

Be  it  Rtidhed,  iy  tfte  Goeenwr  and  LigidcOke  C<m$mB  pf  At 
Temeerjf  of  FTorufe,  That  the  Aufiter  of  PiMc  Accoottts  pMS  to  4w 
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credit  of  the  said  JamatW.  Exam,  docaawd^tfaaMniaf  four  b«kb«d 
and  fifly.four  dollars,  (being  the  amoant  of  the  sakl  recognisaoce 
and  fine,)  and  that  he  issue  a  warrant  in  favor  of  F.  L.  Ming,  adoatois. 
irator  of  the  said  James  W.  Rxum,  deceased,  for  one  hundr^  aiid 
Dinety.nine  dollars  eighty.three  cents,  being  the  balance  which  i« 
rightfully  due  to  the  said  deceased,  which  sum  shall  be  paid  from 
any  money  in  the  Territorial  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated* 

Which  was  read  and  said  rasolutioa  ordered  lor  a  second  reading 
on  Monday. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  regulating  the  £ws  of  Jailors  in  dus 
Territory,  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a  bill  to  be  oati* 
tied,  an  act  to  authoHse  the  Brunswick  and  Florida  Rail  Road  Com- 
paiiy,  incorporated  i>y  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to 
construct  a  Rail  Road  through  the  Territory  of  Florida.  Mr.  Nunes 
in  the  chair — After  some  time  the  committee^  rose,  and  the  chairman 
therefrom,  reported  said  b.ll  to  the  House  with  aoEiendments  ; 

Which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  said  bill  read  a  second  time 
«nd  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  trairsmitted  to  this  House  the  following  communication  i 

Senate  Chamber, 
Tallahassee,  February  4th«  1841. 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  amendments  made  by  the  House 
of  Repre8entatives,toan  act  relating  to  Appeals  and  writs  of  Error 
tn  criminal  cases. 

Auest:  J.  S.  ROBINSON,  Sec'y  Senate. 

Also  the  folio  wing  bills  as  having  received  the  concurrence  of  that 
4x>dy,  viz; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Jacksonville,  and 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Mandarin. 

Which  were  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

Also  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolution  : 

Whereas,  Under  an  act  of  the  Legislative  Council,  entitled,  an 
Act  « to  amend  and  explain,"  an  act  entitled,  an  act  to  raise  a  fund  Iqr 
taxation,  for  the  education  of  poor  chilJren,  approved,  March  2d,  1839. 
The  county  Treasurer  of  each  county  in  this  Territory,- are  autho- 
rised and  required  to  make  out  an  account  against  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  for  the  balance  due  their  respective  counties,  under  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  said  act,  as  amended  by  this  ad,  therefore 

Be  it  readhoed  by  the  Gaoemor  and  LegUlaxive  CouneU-  of  t^ 
nrriiory  0/  Florida,  That  the  several  auctioneers  in  the  counties  of 
this  Territory,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  pajf 
ever  to  the  coonty  Treasurer  of  the  said  counties,  tht  amount  duo 
«ndor  the  provisions  of  the  above  recited  acts,  and  the  reoeipts  of  t^o 
«aid  county  Treasurers,  shall  be  received  by  the  Auditor  and  Trof« 
«nrer  of  the  Territory,  as  so  much  money  paid  by  the  said  auctioneerf. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to«mpi;row* 

A  lull  to  be  entitled,  an  act  toan>end  an  act  declaring  4miip«r 
Creek  in  Escambia  countv,  a  navigable  stream ; 

12 
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W«i  tetd  a  Mcond  and  tfaifd  tiine  and  paned; 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  certain  individuals  thereifl 
named*  to  raise  by  way  of  Lottery  a  certain  sum  of  money,  to  erect  a 
Masonic  Lodge  in  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  and  for  other  purposes,  waa* 

On  motion  <^  Mr.  Nunes,  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  House  took  up  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
Wnk  of  Tallahassee,  and  adopted  the  amendments  reported  by  tho 
Committee  on  Banks. 

The  House  then  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  on  said  bill. — 
Mr.  Steele  in  the  chair — after  some  time  the  committee  rose,  and  ra- 
porCad  said  bill  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments  ; 

Which  report  was  received,  and  said  bill  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  toonorrow  11  o'clock. 


Saturday,  February  6th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  a  quorum  beiog^ 
present,  the  journal  of  yesterday's  firoceedings  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Myers,  Mr.  Branch  •wan  added  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Banks,  Judiciary  and  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mosely,  Mr.  Myers  was  added  to  the  Commit* 
tae  an  Banks. 

Mr.  Thizpin  offf^red  the  following  Rtsststion : 

Be  U  Resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Tmritory  of  Florida,  That  our  l)el«  gale  in  Congress  be  requested  ro 
use  hit  endeavors  to  change  the  time,  of  meeting  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  from  the  first  Monday  in  Jana« 
■ry,  to  the  first  Monday  in  Dt*c«^niber,  in  each  and  every  year. 

Mr.  Bush  offered  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolution  .- 

Which  was  thrice  read  and  adopted. 

Whereas,  the  bridges  oa  the  Mail  Route  from  Tallahassee  t^ 
Pensacola,  over  the  Apalachicola  S«vnmp,  and  over  the  Chipola  Ri- 
Ter,  are  in  a  state  of  dilapidation,  and  a  much  larger  amount  of  me* 
ney  irrequired  to  repair  them  than  can  be  raised  by  taxatiea  :  And 
WfiEaEAs,  a  petition  ha^^  heretofore  been  forward^id  to  the  Gengress 
of  the  Uiijted  States  from  the  citizens,  asking  an  appropriation  for 
the  opening  and  construction  of  a  road  from  Mariana  to  tela  :  Be 
it  therefore  Resolved^ 

By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  sf 
FhndOf  That  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be  requested  to  obtain  ^om 
Congress  an  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  the  repair  of 
the  bridges  acroS'4  the  Apalachicola  Swamp  and  the  OhipoU  Rivera 
and  a  additional  sum  of  five  thousand  ^dollars  for  the  opening  aed 
constmction  of  a  road  from  Mariana  to  lola^  on  the  Apalachieela 
RsYar. 
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Mr.  Dura)  ofitr«d  the  foUowinc  RmoIuUod  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Comroiuee  be  appointed  to   make  iimutr/^  tmi 

report  to  this  Houi^e,  what  Auctioneers  h^ve  failrd  to  make  return 
of  sales  bt  auction  for  thu  last  year,  aft  required  by  law,  aad  wkal 
Bi»ount  of  sales  has  beun  so  made  and  not  accounted  for* 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  secood  reading  oo  Moodej 
next. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Metisrs.  Duval,  Evans  and  Thigpia  were  appointed  aaid  CewBil* 
tee. 

Mr.  Thigpin  offered  the  following  Resolution  : 
Whereas,  It  is  currently  reported,  that  Bonds,  issued  te  tliA 
Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  endorsed  by  the  Ter* 
ritory,  have  been  sold,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and. fifty  thou* 
sand  dollars,  at  a  price  far  below  their  par  value — Now,  for  the 
better  information  of  the  public,  and  as  a  guide  to  the  future  actioft 
of  this  Branch  of  the  Le<;i8lative  Council, 

Be  U  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Banks  be  empowered  by 
this  House  with  ;he  ri^htto  send  for  persons  and  papers;  to  udmin* 
iater  oaths;  and  to  inquire  into  thd  number  of  bonds  guarranteed  by 
the  Territory  to  said  Company;  what  number  of  them  have  been  sold; 
at  what  price;  and  on  what  terms;  and  in  whose  possesaioa  the  aane 
now  are,  and  to  report  thereon  to  this  House. 
Which  was  adopted. 

Mr*  McKinnon,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtaieed 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  bn  entitled,  an  act  to  change  the  time  ef 
holding  (he  Cuuniy  Court  of  Walton  County  ; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Moudaj 
next*. 

Mr.  Myers,  {lur-unnt  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  emiiled,  an  act  giving  the  light  of  lien  te 
shipwrights,  material mMn,  dec,  in  this  Territory; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  time  on  Monday  next* 
Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  provide  compensation  to  per« 
tons  saving  impaired  ('otion  ; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  tne  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory, 
roadd  the  following  Report — 

The  Committee  on  the  St  ite  of  the  Territory,  to  whom  has  been 
referr<^d  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the 
erection  of  J.iiIh  in  the  several  Judicial  Districts,  and  the  pro-- 
priety  of  memoiializing  Congress  lor  a  grant  of  land  for  the 
erection  of  a  Penitentiary,  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  at  Apalachicola,  in  the  County  of  Franklin,  there  is  a  aafe 
Jail,  and  the  only  one  that  is  so,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida.  Thm 
old  fort  al  Saint  Augustine,  and  the  old  fort  at  St.  Marks,  are 
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made  use  of  for  that  purpose ;  but  offMidert  are  sot  considered  «e<- 
.  eure  in  ttiem,  without  such  guards  as  make  imprisonment  a  heavy 
Expense.  The  Couoti^s  oi  Jackson,  Gadsden  and  Calhoun  have 
Jails,  but  these  have  repeatedly  proven  unequal  to  their  object.  All 
the  rest  of  the  Counties  are  without  an/  buildings  for  tmprisooiBent 
irhatsoever. 

Your  Committee  consider  it  a  duty  to  express  their  belief,  ttiat 
morality,  in  this  Territory  is,  to  a  melancholy  extent,  on  th  *■  de- 
"eline  ;  that  crimes  are  increasing,  not  in  number  only,  but  in  magni- 
tude^ often  connected  with  wantonness  and  excess.  They  deem  it 
not  expedient,  at  this  time,  to  point  to  some  of  the  great  promoters  of 
Irice  and  irreligion  in  Florida  :  change  and  tim*",  will  leave  the  di^^* 
passionate  future  to  consider  and  avoid  those  causes.  Their  imme- 
diate effects  are  perceptible,  in  the  introduction  of  men  without  ^<^gtA 
pursuits,  who  suck  the  substance  of  the  community,  and  benomb  tOe 
moral  sense.  Abandoned  to  free  association,  they  disseminate  vice 
among  the  youth,  and  by  mutual  influence,  become  more  expert  io 
the  mysteries  of  their  occupation.  This  is  not  all.  They  imbrue 
their  hands  alike  in  the  best  and  worst  blood  of  society.  Courted 
and  sustained,  mere  law  has  no  terrors  tor  them.  Neither  the  sa* 
credness  of  the  Bench,  the  dignity  of  the  Magisterial  Chair,  or  the 
secresy  of  the  Panne),  are  exempt  from  threatened  outrage;  and  tlie^ 
conscientious  citizen,  who  would  vindicate  the  law,  does  so  at  the 
peril  of  his  life.  Notwithstanding  the  many  homicides  which  have 
been  committed  within  the  last  number  of  years,  but  one  instance  of 
Capital  punishment  has  taken  place  upon  a  white  since  the  jrear 
1S32.  This  has  not  proceeded  from  any  unwillingness  to  tnfli<*t  a 
pmrisbment  revel  ing  to  humanity,  but  from  a  depraved  (deling,  and 
social  combinations*  which  slacken  and  resist  the  law.  No  part  of 
thb  TJnlon  has  presented  a  state  of  things  tike  this.  To  hold  exis* 
tence  subject  to  the  caprice  of  ruffians,  the  firm  authority  of  a 
Spanish  Vice*.Roy  were  preferable  ;  he  mii^ht  mingle  in  every  cor- 
ruption, but  would  tremble  to  take  life*  Public  officers,  aware  of 
the  utter  inutility  of  trying  to  execute  the  law  of  the  land,  are  dis- 
coaraged  to  attempt  convictions.  A  union  of  the  moral  influences  of 
the  public,  that  will  impose  labor-— constant,  systematic,  and  regular 
labor — are  the  only  relief  for  theao  desperate  evils. 

The  huddling  together  of  the  free  population  of  the  country  into 
towns,  and  the  want  of  employment,  lead  to  habits  of  intempernnev. 
Many  who  have  come  into  manhood  during  the  troubles  of  the  co'J«« 
try,  exposed  as  they  have  unavoidably  been  to  vice,  and  without 
habits  of  industry,  warn  us,  that  in  the  disbanding  of  soldiers  for 
peace,  that  the  whole  force  of  the  law,  religion  and  morality,  must  be 
exerted  for  the  common  preservation*  Dictates  of  an  enlightened 
philanthropy,  ^oint  to  the  most  humane  preventive,  in  the  establish^ 
ment  a  a  Penitentiary^  It  is  the  system  esteemed  of  the  age,  as 
best  adapted  to  preventing  crime,  and  the  reformation  of  character  r 
It  restrains  the  culprit  from  a  repetition  of  the  offence,  and  imposes 
as  a  duty  to  change  and  inform  his  mind.  The  moral  influences 
wUch  accompany  £e  strict  but  gentle  discipline  of  a  well  regulated 
prison,  would  often  reclaim  the  ofiender,  prevent  the  spread  of  cor« 
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crimesof  the  I ising  generation.  Thus  withheld  in  the  wild  race  of 
licpnliousnefs,  the  inebriate  returns  to  health  and  reflection,  and 
while  pngag^d  in  acquiring  skill  st  tome  good  employment,  receivea 
moral  itf»»ciurig,  «nd  becumes  fitted  to  return,  at  some  day,  a  useful 
memht'rof  the  community*  Results  like  these  cannot  be  produced, 
unless  the  public  will  feel  deeply  interested  in  the  object ;  unless  it 
will  unite  in  making  one  honest,  generous  efifoit,  In  the  cause  of  ho* 
nour,  virtue  and  reputation. 

The  fort  nt  Saint  Augustine,  of  which  His  Excellency  speaks  in 
his  Message,  Would  answer  well  the  purpose  of  a  Penitiary,  it  being 
large  in  a  healthy  region,  and  with  repairs,  it  would  be  far  better 
than  ^ny  the  Government  would  be  likely  to  build.  A  Penitentiary 
should  be  under  lhex:on^tar»t  supervision  of  intelligent  persons,  "fo 
r«tinqui«th  the  who|f  guidance  to  the  dii^cretion  of  a  nisgle  indiridual, 
has  not  been  fo^md  to  be  a  course  ftivorableto  the  existence  of  good 
discipline.  It  should  be  under  ihe  supervision  of  Directors,  elected 
ky  the  Legislafure  ;  and  vywey  {H>rtion  of  the  system  should  be  sub* 
ject  to  its  annual  inspection  and  control:  Hence,  a  necessity,  that 
the  I>>sl>itutron  should  be  ereetfd  on  some  spot  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Capirnl,  as  near  as  ran  be  chosen,  consistent  with  health. 

For  such  rea«ions  your  Committee  ask  leave  to  offer  the  following 
Resolutions: 

Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Gwemor  and  LegUlafyie  CauncU  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida^  I  li.it  the  peace  and  soeurity  of  the  country  de* 
mnnd  that  h  goxl  hikI  sufficient  jail  should  be  built  in  each  of  the  Jn^ 
dici  il  Disirieis  of  this  Territory. 

Messlved^  Tbat  the  present  good,  and  future  hopes  of  Plorida,  re- 
quire that  a  Penitentiary  tihoiild  be  erected  and  e^ftablitfhed  in  il : 
And  that  the  Deiegntn  ih  requested  to  ask  from  Congress  the  Itppro^ 
priatjon  of  thousand  dollar^*  for  the  above  purposes. 

BUCKINGHAM  SMITH, 
C^irman  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 

the  Territory. 
Which  was  read,  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  Houtie,  99  having  passed  that  be. 
d^,  HU  act  for  the  relief  of  M.  H.  Martin  ; 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Monday 
next. 

Also  the  foHowing,  a^  having  received  the  concurrence' of  that 
body : 

A  bill  to  bcentiiled,  an  net  tonntborise  Daniel  Campbell  to  esta- 
blish a  ferry  aerosj^  the  Escninbia  river. 

A  bill  to  beentiiled,  ho  act  to  nuthorise  Louther  Taylor  lo  Ofta- 
bitsha  ferry  across  the  Eseambin  river. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  lola  aad  St.  Joeeph 
Cannl  and  Rail  Read  Company ; 

Was  takeV)  from  the  table  and  placed  amonget  the  orders  of  the 
day. 
The  House  iben  adjouvaed  juntil  Monday  acoU  11  Vcio^k. 
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Monday,  February  8,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being 
present,  the  journal  of  Saturday's  proceedings  was  read. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Myers,  the  Sergeadt-rat-Arms  was  granted 
leave  of  absence  for  three  days. 

Mr.  Duval  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  relating  to  the 
manner  of  appointing  Overseers  of  Roads,  and  for  other  par- 
poses  , 

Which  was  read,  laid  ou  the  table,  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to 
be  pripie'l. 

Mr.  Brown,  froai  the  Select  Committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Jess©  Carter,  made  the  following  report : 
The  Select  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Jesse  Carter,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  said  Jesse  Car- 
ter was  duly  appointed  Tax  Collector  for  the  County  of  Alachua, 
for  the  year  1839. 

That  the  whole  amount  of  taxes  assessed  in  said  County,  for 
Territorial  purposes,  as  per  returns  made  to  the  Auditor's  office 
of  this  Territory,  was  $4,977.27;  and  the  whole  amount  assess- 
ed for  County  purposes,  was  $2,339.21.  Making  the  total 
amount  of  assessment  in  said  county  for  the  year  1839,$7316.48. 

That  on,  or  about  the  15th  February,  1840,  your  petitioner, 
the  said.  Jesse  Carter,  paid  into  the  Territorial  Treasury,  on 
account  of  revenue  from  Alairhua  County,  the  sum  of  $250.00 
And  produced  to  the  Auditor's  Department,  receipts 

for  payment  to  Assessors  and  Qlerk,  the  sura  of  67.50 

Making]:  to  his  credit  on  Territorial  account  the  sum  of   $317.50 
Aid  leaving  a  balance,  still  due  on  Territorial  revenue,  of 

$4,659.77,  which  your  petitioner   represented,  was  lor  tax  on 

lands  of  ron  residents,   who  refuse  to  pay,  and  that  the  lands 

were  advertised  for  sale  according  to  law. 

Your  petitioner  now  complains,  that  he  has  been  restrained  in 

the  sale  of  the  said  lands,  by  injunctions  issued  by  order  of  the 

Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Florida; 

and  ami'^xes  to  his  petition,  as  a  part  thereof,  the  l^al  opinion 

of  Counsel,  t  mployed  by  him — which  declares  : 

**  Ist.  The  Collector  of  Taxes,  under  the  met  of  4th  March, 
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•*  1839,  has  no  lawful  aathority  to  sell  property  returned  in  de- 
**  fault  by  Assessors,  under  said  act  ;" 

"2d.  The  office  of  Assessor  of  taxes,  created  by  the*  act  of 
"  22d  November,  1828,  and  all  the  duties  and  penalties  incident 
**  thereto,  are  abolished  by  the  13th  section  of  the  act  of  4lh 
"March,  1839." 

And  finally,  that  all  the  revenue  laws  of  this  Territory  are 
null  and  void. 

Your  petitbner,  therefore,  prays  :  That  he  may  be  allowed 
the  commissions  to  which  he  wouM  have  been  entitled,  had  the 
revenue  laws  of  this  Territory  been  of  force  and  valid,  and  the  * 

whole  amount  of  assessment,  both  County  and  Territorial,  had 
been  collected ; 

That  the  sums  paid  over  by  him,  as  well  County  as  Territo- 
rial,may  be  refunded  to  him,fl)at  he  may  repay  them  back  to  the 
persons  from  whom  collected ; 

That  all  the  expenses  incurred  by  him  for  advertising,  for  le- 
gal advice,  be,  may  be  repaid  to  him. 

That  his  official  bonds  may  be  cancelled,  and  that  he  may  be 
indemnified,  he.  be. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  legal  opinion 
annexed  as  a  part  of  this  petition,  is  elaborate,  and  may  be 
sound — ^yet,  as  there  has  been  no  judicial  decision  in  the  case, 
your  Committee  cannot  undertake  to  give  an  v/pinion  upon  a 
subject  so  grave — and  beg  therefore  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof. 

But  as  the  subj<*ct  is  one  of  great  importance,  as  it  regards 
the  revenue  laws  of  this  Territory  ;  and  the  legal  opinion  ap- 
pears to  be  able,  and  well  calculated  to  aid  the  Committee  on 
Finance  in  their  labors,  your  Committee  respectfully  recommend 
that  this  Report,  and  all  the  papers  accompanying  it,  be  com- 
initted  to  that  Committee. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  BROWW, 
THOS.  M.  BUSH, 
EDWARD  BIRD, 

Which  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  autliorize  the  Brunswick  and 
Florida  Rail  Road  Company,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  construct  a  Rail  Road  through  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  transmitted  to  the  Hoase  the 
following  comraanication : 
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Executive  Departmbut,     > 
Tallahassee,  6th  February,  1841.  ) 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  have  approved  the  foUowinig 
acts  and  resolutions  of  the  Legislative  Council: 

1.  An  act  regulating  appeals  and  writs  of  error  in  criminal 
cas4es« 

^  i.  An  act  Co  alter  and  change  the  name  of  Martha  P.  Black- 
well,  of  Jefferson  county. 

5.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Madison  Conrt  House. 
4*  An  act  to  im-orporaie  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 

the  City  of  Tallahassee. 

5  An  act  to  repeal  the  third,  eighth  and  part  of  the  ninth 
tactions  of  an  act  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  the  Governor  of 
Florida  to  raise  troops,  &&C.,  approved  2d  March,  i839. 

6.  A  Preamble  and  Resolutions  relative  to  appropriations, 
mad«  by  Congress,  and  not  expended  for  the  repair,  Slc,  of 
certain  roads. 

7.  A  Resolution  relative  to  an  annual  appropriation  for  the 
publication  of  the  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
|HiaU. 

ROBERT  RA^  MOND  REID. 

Which  was  read. 

Also  the  fbllewing : 

Executive  Departitent,  ) 
T&llaha^isee,  8th  February,  1841.      ) 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

Enclosed  herewith  is  the  report  ef  the  Auditor  containing  the  io* 
formation  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th  January 
1841. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was,  with  the  accompanying  report,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  a  Re-oiution  for  the 
relief  of  Edward  Bolen,  as  indefinitely  postponed  by  that  body; 

AN%  the  following  bill  as  having  passed  that  body,  v Vi :  A 
bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  in  relation  to  Public  Elections ; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Also  the  following  as  having  passed  that  body — A  bitl  to  be 
entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  acu  in  reference  to  the  TaHahasaee 
Fund; 

Which  was  read,  and   ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 

BMHTOW. 

A  b\\\  to  be  entitled,  an  act  regulating  the  fees  of  jaibrsin 
this  Territory,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  m 
Ihird  reading  on  Wednesday  next. 
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A  Resolution  relative  to  the  taxing  of  Dramatic  EiibibiUons 
W|is  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  Senate  trnnsmitted  to  this  House  the  following  as  having 
passed  that  body,  viz. — A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  aid  the 
administration  of  justice  in  the  Southern  District  of  Florida ; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to 
jDorrow. 

Also,  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolution  as  having  be^ 
adopted  by  that  body,  viz : 

Whereas,  by  the  14th  section  of  the  act  entitled,  an  act,  to 
incorporate  the  Bank  of  Jacksonville,  approved,  February  14, 
1835,  it  is  enacted,  ''  That  the  bills  of  the  bank  shall  be  re- 
deemable at  the  banking  house,  during  office  hours,  on  demand^ 
in  gold  or  silver,"  and  by  the  18th  section  of  said  act,  it  is  also 
enacted,  '*  That  on  failure  to  redeem  its  bills  in  specie,  during 
the  office  hours  of  the  bank,  on  demand  therefor,  the  charter 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  Governor  may  appoint  three  receivers 
who  shall  be  authorised  to  take  the  efTects  of  said  bank,  ^nil  ai 
spon  as  practicable  thereafter,  to  wind  up  its  affairs,  and  in  ^iicn 
event,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  receivers  to  apply  the  asets 
of  s^id  bank  in  a  ratable  proportion  between  the  whole  of  its 
creditors."  And  by  the  19ih  section  of  said  act,  is  also  enact- 
ed, ^*  That  the  President  and  Cashier  of  said  bank,  shall  mfiMf  ' 
an  annual  statement  to  the  Governor  of  this  Territory,  on  thf^ 
first  day  of  the  session  of  the  Legislative  Council,  in  every 
jrear,  stating  the  precise  situation  of  the  bank  ;  the  amount  of 
specie  actually  in  the  vault  on  that  day,  and  also,  a, full  accoiiut 
of  all  other  notes,  bills  of  exchange,  and  all  other  securities 
whatever  due  to,  or  owing  by  said  bank,  and  the  said  JPresideot 
and  Cashier  shall,  at  the  time,  state  positively,  on  oath,  thai  the 
statements.so  made,  ate  just  and  true,  and  that  the  amount  so 
stated,  to  be  in  the  vaults  of  said  bank,  is  not  in  stock  notes., 
and  the  statement,  so  made  and  sworn  to,  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  county  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Governor  of 
the  Territory,  to  be  by  him 'laid  before,  the  Legislative  Council, 
within  the  first  week  of  its  succeeding  session.  And  whereas, 
said  bank  suspended  specie  payment  in  the  year  1838,  and  hath 
continued  to  refuse  specie  payment  in  violation  of  the  provisions 
of  said  act,  up  to  this  time,  and  is  now  In  a  condition  which 
requires  for  the  interest  of  the  public,  the  interference  of  the 
Executive  and  Legislative  authority  of  this  Territory,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  thereof.  And  whereas,  s;iid  bunk  hRs  not  made 
suiy  statement  as  required  by  said  19th  section  of  said  art,  since 
the  year  1838,  or  any  other  report  as  Required  by  the  other  acts 
of  this  Territory;  And  whereas,  by  the  Ist  section  of  the  act 
entitled,  "  an  act  to  prevent  the  future  exercise  of  corporate  pri^ 

13      ^ 
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viieges^y  certain  banking  corporations,  passed  March  4, 1839^ 
it  is  enacted,  "  That  the  district  attorneys,  of  said  Territory, 
be  authorised,  and  they  are  hereby  requir-  d  to  institute  the  re- 
quisite legal  proceedings  against  such  banking  incorporations^ 
in  their  respective  districts,  as  may  have  incurred  forfeitures  of 
their  charters,  by  non-user,  or  otherwise,,  to  prosecute  the  same 
to  effect,  so  that  «aid  charters  can  be  declared  null  and  void  by 
the  judgment  of  the  proper  courts  in  said  district. 

And  whereas,  said  bank  hath  incurred  a  forfeiture^of  its  char- 
ter under  said  law,  and  whereas,  it  appears  the  requisitions  of 
said  act  last  mentioned,  has  not  been  obeyed. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  by  the  Lpgislative  Council  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida^  That  the  public  interest  demand. that  the 
provisions  of  said  laws  be  forthwith  enforced,  and  liiat  a  copy 
of  this  resolution  be  signed  and  certified,  and  delivered  to  the 
Governor  of  Florida, 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  an  act  to  prescribe  the  manner  of  appointing  pat- 
rols, and  for  other  purposes — MK  ilcKinnon  in  the  Chair.— 
After  some  time  the  Committee  rose,  anr*  by  their  Chairman 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again— which  was 
coDcarred  in  by  the  House. 

A  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  Mail 
Routes  through  the  Territory  of  Florida,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  transmitted  on  a  former  day,  the  following  bill, 
ms  having  passed  that  body,  viz* — A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act 
concerning  Indian  depredations,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

4  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Tho  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  resolution  respecting  Auction  Taxes ;  was  read  a  second  tims 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  resolution  for  the  relief  of  F.  L.  Ming,  administrator  of  James 
W.  Ezum,  deeeased ; 

Was  read  a  second  and  third  time  and  adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  ast  to  change  the  time  of  holding  ths  coon. 
fy  court  of  Walton  county  ; 

Was  read  a  second  and  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  preamble  and  resolution  requesting  an  appropriation  to  repair 
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the  bridge  oyer  the  swarap^of  the  Apalacbicola  rirer — the  bridge  ot«r 
the  Chipola,  near  Marianiia,  to  open  a  road  from  MariaDDa  to  lola  ; 

Was  read  a  second  and  third  time  and  adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  give  the  right  of  leia  to  shipwright! 
material  men,  dec.  in  'his  Territory  ; 

Was  read  a  second  time  und  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to^mor* 
row. 

A  bill  to  be  entit/ed,  an  act  to  provide  compensation  to  persons 
saving  impaired  cotton  ; 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to-mor- 
row. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  M .  H.  Martin ; 

Was  read  a  second  and  third  time  and  passed. — Title  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incprporate  the  lola  and  St.  Jooaph 
Canal  and  Rail  Road  Company ;  was  postponed  until  to*morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  12  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  February  9tb,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being 
present,  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Myers  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  repealing  the 
Registry  Law  for  the  City  of  Apalacbicola. 

Mr.  Duval  gave  notice  that  be  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  relating  to  the 
manner  of  bringing  suits  in  the  Courts  of  this  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Branch  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introdue  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  a  tariff 
of  fees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Steele — 

Resolvedy  That  a  joint  Committee  be  appointed  to  draft  and 
report  the  compensation  bill  for  the  present  session  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council. 

Messrs.  Steele,  Myers  and  Branch,  were  appointed  on  Aat 
Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Thigpin  ofiered  the  following  Resolution,  viz: 

Beit  Resolved  h\j  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representaiive$t 
That  both  Houses  do  adjourn,  sine  die,  on  the  20th  Feb.  1841. 

Mr.  Stephens  moved  that  the  same  be  indefinitely  postponed  ; 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  called  for  on  thU  question  by  Messri« 
Thigpin  and  Smith,  and  were — 
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Ayet— Mr.  Speaker,  Mesirs.  Browa,  Bryan,  Bush,  Branch,  Ita« 
Tal,  McKinnon,  Mosely,  Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  Sadbury,  StepbeoSr 
Steele-  14. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bell,  Bird;  Church,  Cone,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  Per. 
nandez,  Fontane,  Priest,  Smith,  Taylor,  and  Thigpio — 13. 

So  said  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Steel  presented  the  petition  of  S.  S.  Sibley,  Esq.,  which  wa* 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Compensation  Bill,  appointed  to-day. 
f  The  Comnuttee  on  Banks,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing hill :  A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  Charter  of  the 
Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company' ; 

Which  was  read,  and  written  copies  ordered. 

Mr.  Bush,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  the  foU 
kwiog  bills  as  correctly  enrolled ; — 

An  act  to  authorize  Daniel  Campbell  to  establish  a  ferry  across 
Escambia  River ; 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jacksonville ; 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Jacksonville ; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  a  Board  of  Pert 
Wardens  and  Commissioners  of  Wrecks  for  the  Port  of  Apalachicola; 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Mandarin. 

Mr.  Bush  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  be  pwmitted 
to  report  at  any  time  during  the  session  of  the  House ; 

Which  motion  was  carried. 

A  bill  te  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Monticello  Rail  Road 
Company,  was  read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage; 

The  Aye?  and  Nays  were  called  for  on  this  question  by  Messrs. 
Smith  and  Thigpin,  and  were, 

,  Ayes. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Brown,  Bryan,  Branch, 
Church,  Cone,  Duval  Elzuardi,  Evans,  Fernandez,  Mosely,  Myeis^ 
Nones,  Pent,  Priest,  Sadbury,  Stephens,  Steele  and  Taylor — 21. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bush,  Fontane,  McKinnon,  Smith,  Thigpin  and 
Williams — 6. 

So  said  bill  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

The  Senate  sent  to  this  House  the  following  bills,  as  having  received 
the  concurrence  of  that  body : 

An  act  to  organise  the  Saint  Augustine  City  Guards. 

An  act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Port  Wardens,  for  the  Port  ef 
Pensacok,  in  Escambia  County  ; 

Aa  act  to  allow  Lawrence  O.  Branch  te  practice  Law  in  the 
Courts  of  this  Territory ; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  emitted,  an  act  constituting  a  board  of 
Wardens,  Commissioners  of  Pilotage,  and  Commissioners  of  Wrecks, 
&c.  for  the  Port  of  Jacksonville,  and  other  platses  therein  provided 
for,  approved  February  28th,  1839;  and 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  declaring  Juniper  Creek,  in  Kscamhia 
County,  a  navigable  stream ; 

Also,  that  they  had  rejected  the  fellowing  bill,  passed  on  a  ftmimm 
day  by  this  House : 
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An  wet,  to  authorize  Henry  LwMfor  lo  MtabKA  md  Iwep  n  ^HTf 
cero88  (he  St.  Marks  Riveri  opposite  the  city  of  Port  Leon,  in  tlMT 
Connty  of  Leon. 

The  House  then  adjonmed  until  to-morrow  morning,  at  10  o'cloelu 


VIednesdat,  Febraary  10th,  1841- 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  A  quorum  bmn§ 
present,  the  journal  of  yes^rday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Myers  gave  notice  that  be  will^  on  some  future  day,  aril 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
iocorpbrating  the  city  of  Apalachicola. 

Mr.  Duval  moved,  that  a  Committee  of  one  member  from  etch 
Senatorial  District  be  appointed,  with  instructions  to  ascertnia 
the  value  of  the  printing  for  the  year  1841,  guided  by  the  prices 
paid  for  such  printing  during  the  three  previous  years ; 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Miessrs.  Duval,  Bush,  Smith  and  Elcuardi,  were  appointed  ws 
tuid  Committtee.  ^ 

Mr.  Bush,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  as 
correctly  Enrolled,  a  hih  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  Loutber 
7aylor  to  establish  a  ferry  across  the  Escambia  River. 

Mr.  Branch,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  establbh  a  tariff 
of  fees; 

Which  was  read,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Friday  next,  and  50  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  the  following  bill,  vis.-^ 

An  act  to  prevent  breaches  of  the  Peace,  and  more  effectually 
to  preserve  order,  as  having  passed  that  body; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Up* 
morrow. 

Also  the  following— 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled,  aii  act  tm 
amend  an  act  ccmcerning  dower : 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Uh 
0iorrow. 

Also  the  following— 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  a  Court  for  the  trial 
of  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  committed  by  slaves  and  freepcy^ 
sons  of  colour, 

Which  was  read,  and  orc|f  red  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 
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AIs«H-*A  Report  of  tbe  Comouttee  on  the  State  of  the  Tenri* 
lory  of  that  body,  recommendbg  the  adoption  of  an  accompa* 
Dying  memorial  to  Congress,  asking  an  appropriation  to  com- 
plete the  Capitol ; 

The  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  memorial  adopted. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  ot  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  an  act  to  secure  to  the  people  of  this  Territory  a  souad 
currency — Mr.  Steele  in  the  Chair — after  some  time  spent  in 
consideration  thereof,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again ; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  said  bill  made  the  special 
order  of  tlie  day  for  Monday  next. 

A  bill  to.be  entitled,  an  act  regulating  the  fees  of  jailers  in 
this  Territory,  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory,  in  relation  to 
jails  and  a  Penitentiary  in  this  Territory — Mr.  Bell  in  the 
Chair-— after  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported  said  bill  to  tbe 
House  with  amendments ; 

Which  Report  was  received,  and  said  report  ordered  for  a  se- 
cond reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  acts  in  reference  to 
the  Tallahassee  Fund,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for 
a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  an  act  in  relation  to  Public  Elections — Mr.  Myers  in 
the  Chair — after  some  time  spent  in  cpnsideration  thereof,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported  said  bill  to  the 
Hovse,  with  sundry  amendments; 

Which  was  concurred  in  b>  the  House,  said  bill  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

The   Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  a  communication,  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  adopted  the  resolution  relative 
to  a  Compensation  Bill,  and  had  appointed  on  their  part  as  a 
^  Committee,  Messrs.  English,  Pelot  and  Livingston. 

Mr*  Bush,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  bills,  reported  as 
correctly  enrolled— 

An  act  to  allow  Lawrence  O.  Branch  to  practice  law  in  the 
Courts  of  this  Territory ;  and 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  declaring  Juniper  Creek,  In  Escam- 
bia County,  a  naviga'ile  stream. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten 
o'clock. 
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Thursday  February  llth,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  a  quorum    being 
present,  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read; 

Mr.  Stephens  presented  the  petUion.of  Isaac  K,  Harris,  and 
divers  other  citizens  of  Gadsden  County,  praying  thai  certain 
panishment  be  remitted  upon  John  Wooten  ;  ■ 

Which  wa^  read,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  ComiBttteew 
Mr.  Fernandex  offered  the  following  ret^olution,  vii: 
Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresendaUvei^ 
That  both  Houses  adjourn  sine  die,  on  the  28th  instant. 
Which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Bush,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported 
as  correctly  enrolled :  > 

An  act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Port  Wardens  for  the  Port 
of  Peusacola,  in  Escambia  County ; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  constituting  a  board  of  Wardens, 
Commissioners  of  Pilotage,  and  Commissioners  of  Wrecks,  &c., 
for  the  Port  of  Jacksonville,  and  other  places  therein  provided 
for,  approved  February  28lh,  1839  ,  and 

An  act  to  organize  the  St.  Augustine  City  Guards. 
Mr.  Myers,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  4th 
section  of  an  act  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  passed  Jaii- 
31st,  1838,  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Apalachico-     ' 
la,  approved  March  2d,  1839  ; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Bush,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  askpd  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  actitt  relation  to  free 
negroes,  mulatoes,  and  free  persons  of  color ; 
[^   Which  was  read,  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Stephens,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance,  to  which  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Territory,  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  examined  the  same,  and  find  it  to  be 
correct,  which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  communications  from 
the  Hon.  Charles  Downing ; 

Which  were  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  this  House  the 
following  message,  viz : 

Executive  Department, 
Tallahassee,  10th  February,  1841. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida: 

In  obedience  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
.  ^  noon  the  basis  prescribed  therein,  I  have  ascertained  the 
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•ereral  amomitt  ime  to  the  Regiment  of  Colonel  Robert  Brown, 
mnd  the  Battalion  of  Major  Isaac  Garrason,  for  services  in  the 
year  1838,  as  follows. 

To  Col.  Robert  Brown's  Regiment,  $121,222  50 

To  Major  Isaac  Garrason's  Battalion,  85,354  77 

$206,577  27 

The  Resolotions  passed  uaanimonsly  by  the  Legbladve 
Coaacil,  require  me  to  settle  those  claims,  nndtr  the  act  of  the 
10th  Febr«mry,  1838,  which  authorises  the  negotiation  of  a 
loan ;  and  i  consider  it  proper  to  inform  you,  that  I  shall  forth- 
with issue  Bonds  in  liquidation  of  the  above  stated  debt,  to  be 
negotiated  as  the   Legislative  will  prescribes,  at  their  par  value. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  make  a  speedy  reclamation  of  the  amount 
from  the  Grovemment  of  the  United  States. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read. 

Also  the  foUovring : 

Executive  Departjient, 
Tallahassee,  10th  February,  1841. 
ToiheL^idativeCotmeaoj  Florida: 

I  respectfully  transmit,  in  obedience  to  your  wishe**,  a  state- 
ment of  the  votes  taken  for  and  against  the  Constitution.'  The 
returns  are  all  on  &le  in  the  Execudve  Department,  and  were  so, 
£Mr  many  months,  before  I  came  into  office.  They  are  open  to 
the  examination  of  the  Legislative  Council,  or  of  any  individual 
who  takes  an  interest  in  the  subject.  Copies  of  the  whole  would 
have  been  presented  to  you,  had  there  been  time  to  prepare  so 
iroluminous  a  document 
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COUNTIES. 

PRKCIIVCTS. 

COIWTITOTI   N  1     NO  CON. 

Esotinbia, 

IV'MSaColii, 

2: 

166  4 

^                 27 

do. 

yuvy  Yard,  2d 

*i 

Calli"Uii,     . 

Si.  j  oKt'pb, 

SM 

233 

^u 

loia. 

U 

33 

do 

Chipola, 

e 

9 

WaHiiirifflon, 

JtMiftf.'  More,  Econfeiioc 

15< 

18 

do 

flickory  Mill, 

'J 

3 

di 

Ro.:lir«.  Biuff, 

i) 

32 

Walton, 

Pfa  U  iviT, 

l»> 

Q 

do 

(*oiirl  Huuffc, 

t^ 

27 

Jatk^ofi, 

OcIh  e-<'t' , 

3^ 

0 

do 

iM.  C  Nettlcjf, 

6 

9 

do 

C.iiTipbleton, 

4« 

41 

do 

VVibbvilio,       , 

\ 

16 

do 

M'lriann  1. 

10^ 

46 

do 

BroAUM  Ferry, 

5^ 

3 

Franklin, 

A|><iidi'lii(rula, 

9^^ 

117 

Gad»den, 

Sudl.uryV 

1^ 

0 

do 

(:lia;l.ilio  cliie, 

3^ 

0 

do 

TiM mas*  6 lore. 

2U 

28 

do 

duiiicv, 

14* 

67 

Leon,   . 

Si.  Murka, 

9l 

17 

do 

Alugiiolia. 

4'^ 

2 

do 

Slifll  t'«iint. 

2** 

0 

do 

MirUKukie, 

83 

14 

do 

1  ulliih  ififcee 

S4^ 

.09 

JcffiTSon, 

Prci-iiict  No.   1, 

17^ 

^13 

do 

do    No.  2, 

J4 

3^ 

do 

do    No.  3, 

34 

0 

do 

do     No.  4, 

33 

0 

do 

do    No.  6, 

34 

0 

do 

do     No.  6, 

6 

0 

do 

do    No.  7. 

3^ 

0 

Mad'Hon, 

Sai   |»edr.). 

U 

0 

do 

'OUrlHouiW, 

3i> 

16 

Kani;Iton, 

BhJ.h  IIoijkq, 

lU 

46 

d.i 
Colnm'iia 

1J«?  1  <S&  Job -gan's  Store. 

3 

6 

.^1  neriil  >ptin^?, 

U 

33 

di 

Supps  Store, 

d 

34 

do 

Fori  Call, 

t4 

16 

do 

A  lisrmor  Tackert, 

3 

40 

da 

C iry^rs  Hoiso, 

U 

17 

Naasau, 

Court  H  UKO, 

0 

11 

do 

KiugH  Feny, 

0 

28 

Alachua, 

Ni»wnu»i»vil|«, 

43 

0 

do 

Fori  Clark, 

16 

0 

do 

Fori  Crane, 

S4 

0 

do 

Fort  W,.iio, 

16 

0 

do 

Fort  Harloo, 

0 

96 

Davai, 

Ci'dar  Creek, 

3 

u 

do 

Muntlari, 

24 

J8 

do 

Si.  J  .|.n%  BIufF, 

0 

U 

do 

W|iii«sviil«, 

7 

106 

do 

Jackson  vi  lie, 

8 

147 

Si.  John*, 

Si.  Aufustne, 

24 

224 

do 

North  Riv  r. 

66 

4 

do 

Moccasin  Branch, 

11 

18 

Dade, 

Indian  Key, 

69 

'      0 

do 

Key  Vaccaj, 

b 

0 

Munroe, 

Pino  K«y, 

6 

»t 

do 

Key  We-..!, 

'01 

li 

HiJitboroqffi), 

Tampa  Bay, 

66 

49 

2072 

196S 

14 
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Hajority  id  favor  of  the  Constitution,  119* 
From  the  above  statement  26  votes  returned  from  Frr*  Far* 
lee,   in  Alachua  County,    '^No  Consuiniion/'  shoii  ..  be  de- 
ducted; they  were  given  in  a<  "  No  State"  votes. 

The  following  irregular  returns  have  not  been  almiiteJ  into 
the  calculation : 

At  Parish's,  Columbia  County.  *«  No  State,'*  21 

At  Fernandina,  Nassau  County,     •*         '*  14 

At  Finks,  «  »*       « No  Convention,"         9 

At  Kirklands,         **  **        "  No  Stale,"  25 

A  mistake  h-is,  perhips,  occurred  in  the  return  from  Fort 
Crauf*— the  vote  may  have  been  14,  instead  of  24,  for  the  Ctm- 
Stitutioii. 

The  provision  of  tha  ConMiiuiio^  nuhr  which  the  above 
votes  must  be  rejected  is  as  r»>llows :  '*  Eich  qualified  voter 
sh^ll  express  his  a$<ent  or  dis>eiit  to  tiie  Coisiitution,  by  direct- 
ing the  mina^rsof  said  election  to  write  oppo.«(ire  to  his  name 
on  the  Poll  Book,  either  the  word  ••  Consiifuiion"  or  "No 
Constitution."  Of  course,  votes  not  in  the  firm  thus  pre- 
tcribt'd  are  void. 

I  will  only  add,  that  by  the  I7ih  article  of  the  Constitution, 
the  President  of  the  Convention  is  required  to  make  Pro«  lama- 
tion  oftha  resuU^  which  was  (hme  as  s  ton  as  it  was  ascertained 
bjit  the  popular  vote  was  in  f\vt\r  if  the  C  vi^tituiion. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State 
of  the  Territory. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  a  hill  to  l>e  entitled,an  act 
to  incorporate  the  United  States  Mail  and  Transportation  Com- 
pany in  Florida,  and  f >r  other  purposes,  with  sundry  ami-nrl- 
m'^nts  to  the  bodv  of  the  hill ;  which  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House.  Upon  the  amendment  to  second  section,  by  strikiiiic 
out  all  afer  the  words  *  property"  in  the  9th  line,  to  the  word 
**and"  in  the  13th  line,  and  iiiseriinj^  **fr(»m  any  point  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  City  of  Ta'laliassee,  and  to  continue  the 
fame  to'any  point  on  the  Georpria  liiie,  or  to  any  point  on  the 
Atlantic  within  the  Terriiorv  of  Florida,"  the  ayes  and  nays 
were  called  fi>r  by  Messrs.  Thi^pin  and  Nunes,  and  were ; 

Ayes. — Mr.  Speaker.  Messr:^.  Bannermau,  Brown,  Brvan^ 
Bush,  Church,  Cone,  Duval,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  Fontape,  Mc- 
Kinnon,  Mosely,  Mvrrs,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  Sadbury,  Ste- 
ph'^HS  Steele  and  Tavlor — 21. 

Na^s — Messrs.  Fernandez  an  I  Thicrpii^ — 2.  > 

So  said  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  title  was  altered  by  th»  Senate  so  at  to  read — An  act  to 
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incorporate  the  New  Orleans,  Florida  and  Atlantic  Tran^portar 
lion  Compsniy  in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes; 

Which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  hi  1  to  be  entitit-d,  nn  net  to  «id  the  ndminiistration  of  Jus- 
lice  in  the  Southern  lUslrici  of  Florida,  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  Militia  and  Volunteers  of  Florida,  called  into  the  service  o( 
the  United  Stntes  during  the  present  Indian  war,  approved 
Feb.  I2ih,  1836,  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  House  went  into  Conimittet?  of  the  Whole  on  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  an  net  to  prescribe  the  manner  of  appointing  patrols, 
and  for  other  purpose?! — Mr.  McKinunn  in  the  Chair.  After 
some  lime  spen»  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  by  their  Chairman  reported  said  bill  to  the  House,  with 
sundry  amendments ; 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  said  bill 
laid  on  the  lable. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  W^hole  on  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  an  act  concerning  Indian  depredations,  and  for  other 
pur|>o!(e> — Mr.  Brown  in  the  Chair.  After  some  time  spent  in 
consideration  thereof,  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chair- 
man reported  said  Bill  to  the  House,  with  sundry  amendments; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  said  bill  read  a  second  and 
third  time,  and  passed  ; 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

Mr.  Steele  moved,  that  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  Tampa  and  St.  J«dnis  Rail  Road,  Canal  and  Steam  Boat 
Company,  be  placed  third  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow : 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  called  for  on  this  question  by  Mes* 
srs.  Stephens  and  Sadbury,  and  were— 

Xyes— Messrs.  Myers,  Smith  and  Steele— 3. 

Nays — Mr*  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Brown, 
Bush,  Branch, Church,  Cc»ne,  Duval.  Eliuardi,  Evans,  Fernan- 
del,  Fontane,  MeKinnon,  Mosely,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  Sadbu* 
ry,  Stephens,  Taylor  and  Thifrpin — 22. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

The  House  then  went  into  secret  session  on  Executive  nomi* 
nations. 

After  some  time  the  door  was  opened. 

The  Hou^e  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  tt  10 
o^dock* 
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Friday,  February  12th,  184L 

The  House  raet  pursuant  to  adjournmeut ;  a  quorum  beio; 
prest*nt,  thejounitit  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Biowiigave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day.  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  amendatory  to 
ibe  several  acts  incorporating  the  I'entral  Bank  of  Florida, 

Mr.  Cone  presented  I  he  presentments  of  the  Grand  Jury  of 
Alachua  County; 

Which  were  referred  to  a  Select  Committee ; 

Messrs.  Cone,  Smith  and  Steele  wer^  appointed  said  Com- 
mittee ; 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Ben  F.  Whitner,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  public  printing  in  1840; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  appoint- 
ed on  a  former  day  to  draft  a  Compensation  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  presented  a  memori.il  of  the  Stockholders  of  the 
Union  Bank  of  Florida,  praying  that  that  Bank  be  permitted  to 
sell  the  Territorial  Bonds  now  in  possession  of  the  Bank,  below 
par; 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banks,  and  a  copy 
thereof  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  with  the  request  of  the 
House  that  that  body  do  appoint  a  Committee  to  deliberate  niih 
the  Committee  on  Banks  on  said  memorial. 

Mr.  Moscly  offered  the  following  lies  >luuon,  viz: 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  laws  in  relation 
to  the  settlement  of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  and  that 
they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Which  was  adopted* 

Mr.  i'aylor  offered  the  following  rcsolntions,  vii : 

Whereas,  it  is  saiisfnctorily  shown  to  the  Legislative  t^un- 
cil,  that  a  company  of  Florida  volunteers,  under  the  command 
of  Capl.  John  T.  Hajran,  renriercti  s.^rvice  as  volunteers. in  the 
year  1839,  and  were  regularly  mustered  out  of  service  by  the 
proper  Territorial  Officer,  and,  whereas,  the  volun  eers  ot  said 
company  have  uot  been  paid,  as,  in  good  (aith.  they  should  be. 

Be  it  therefore  retolved  by  the  Gi.vrmrr  and  L^eru/ative 
Council  of  the  Terriwiy  of  Florida,  That  the  Executive 
oi  this  Territory,  upon  salistactory  showing  of  the  claims  of  said 
volunteers,  issue  Territorial  Bonds,  to  be  sold  at  par,  and  ap- 
f  ropriaied  under  direction  of  the  Governor,  to  the  payment  of 
said  company. 

Also  a  deta(hmentof  four  m3n  belonging  to  Capt.  Beddings 
Company  of  Florida  voiujiieors. 

Wtiich  was  read  and  releired  to  a  Select  Committee ; 
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Messrs.  Taylor,  Cone,  Branch,  Mosely  and  Bell,  were  ap- 
pointed on  said  Committee.. 

Mr.  Mosely,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the 
following  report — 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  sundry  ciiixens  of  the  County  of  Gadsden,  praying 
the  remission  of  a  part  of  the  sentence  imposed  by  the  Jud^e  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  the  County  of  Gadsden,  npon  John 
Wooten,  have  instructed  me  to  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  considemtion  of  the  same,  and  to  recommend  its  reference 
to  the  Commiliee  of  Claims  a^  a  more  appropriate  Commiliee. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  D.  MOSELY,  Chairman. 

Which  report  was  not  concurred  in,  and  said  petition  referred 
back  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Moi-ely  made  the  f(»llowing  report— 

The  Committee  on  the  Juduiaiy,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  insirncting  them  to  inqmre  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  tlie  la kv  in  relation  to  the  settlement  of  the  est.ites  of 
deceased  persons,  beg  have  to  report  ihe  followiiiir  bill  and 
recc»mmend  its  passage  into  a  law,  ad  of  which  is  respe»!i|ully 
submitted. 

W.  D.  MOSEDEY,  Chm'n. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  a<*t  in  adilition  to  the  several  acts  now 
in  force  establishing  touniy  Courts; 

VVjiich  was  read,  and  fihy  copies  ordered  to  be  printed 

The  Senate  sent  to  this  House  a  preamble  and  resolution  rel- 
ative to  a  Bridge  of  the  Apalachicola  6'w*imp,  the  Bridge  of  the 
Chipola  near  Marianna,  an(J  a  road  from  AJ.iriauna  to  lola  a' 
having  received  ilie  cnnrurrej  ceof  that  body  ; 

Also,  as  concurred  m  by  that  body,  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  to 
change  the  lime  of  holding  the  County  Ccuirt  of  Walton  County 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  this  House  the 
following  coinmunicatian — 

Executive  Departrient,      > 
Tallahassee,   1  lib  February,  1841.  > 
To  the  Legislative  Council oj  llurida: 

I  herewiili  transmit  to  you  i»  letter  from  the  Auditor,  in  rela- 
tion to  arrearages  due  to  and  from  theTerrittHiiil  Tiensnry. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  KEID. 

Which  was  read,  and  fifty  copies  of  the  said  report  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  an  act  to  establish  a  tariff  of  ^\ik^s,  and  a  bi'l  to  be  enti- 
tled, an  aci  regulating  the  fee  s  of  jailers  in  this  Territory — Mr* 
Duval  lA  the  Chair.    Aiier  some  time  the  Conumiiee  rcie,  asd 
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by  their  Chairman  reported  the  first  bill,  with  all  after  the  enact- 
ing clause  8triken|0ut. 

Uppn  the  question  of  concurring  in  said  report,  the  ayies  aitd 
nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Branch  and  Bannerman,  and  " 
were:— 

Ayes — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Bush,  Church,  Cone,  Duval,  Elzuardi,  Fernandei,  Mc- 
Kinnon,  Myers,  Pent,  Priest,  ifadbury,  Stephens,  Steele,  Tay- 
lor and  Thigpin— 21. 

Nays Messrs.  Branch,  Nunes,  Smith  and  Williams— 4. 

So  the  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  Chairman  repoiled  the  second  bill  to. the  House,  withan 
amendment ; 

Upon  concurring  in  the  Report  on  said  bill,  the  ayesandnays 
were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Duvai  ;ind  Brown,  and  weri* — 

Ayes Messrs.    Bnnneiman,    BrII,     Bryan,   Bush,  Branch, 

^  Church,  Cone,  Fernandez,   McKinnon,  Sadbury,  Smith,  Sie- 
pheiis,  Taylor  and  'rhigpiu— 15. 

Nays Mr.  Speaker.  Me>srs.  Brown,  Duval,  Elzuardi,  Mose* 

ly,  Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  and  ^teele— 10. 
So  said  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  a  Tarriffof  Fees,  was 
indefiuitel>  posiponeil. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  giving  the  right  of  lien  to  ship- 
wrights mateiial  men,  &lc.  in  this  Territory  ; 
Was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  provide  compensation  to  per- 
sons saving  impaired  cotton  ; 

Was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

Mr.  >teele moved  that  h  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  aid  the 
administration  of  Justice  in  the  Southern  District  of  Florida  be 
reconsidered. 

On  this  question  the  ayes  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Banucrman  and  Brown,  and  were  ; 

Ayes — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Bryan,  Bush,  Branch, 
Church,  Cone,  Duval,   Elzuardi,    F'eniandez,  Moj-ely,  M^ers, 
Priest,  Sadbury,  Stephens,  Steele  and  Thigpin— 17. 
Navs.—rMessrs.  Bannerman,  McKinu'in,  and  Pent, — 3. 
So  said  motion  prevailed,  and  suid  bill  was  placed  among  the 
orders  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  lola  and  St.  Joseph  Canal 
and  Rail  Road  Company. — Mr.  Stephens  in  the  Chair — alter 
some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof  the  committee  rose,  tad 
by  their  chairman^  reported  said  bill  to  the  Hooio  amended ; 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Ill 

Wbich  report  was  concarred  in,  said  bill  read  a  second  tim« 
and  ordered  (or  a  ihird  reading  on  ii>-inorrow, 

Mr.  Brown  then  moved  that  this  House  do  now  adjourn  until 
Monday  next  10  o'dock,  A.  M. 

Upon  this  question  the  Ayes  and  Nays  were  called  for  by 
Messrf.  Fernandez  and  Uuval,  and  were, 

Ayes. — \ressrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bryan,  Cone,  McKin- 
non,  Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  Sadbury  and  Stephens — 10. 

Nays. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bush,  Branch,  Chuich,  Duval, 
Fernandez,  Foniaue,  Moseley,  Priest,  Steele,  Taylor  aodThig- 
pio — 12. . 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'- 
clock. 


Sathrday,  Ftbruary  13th,   1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being 
present,  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Thigpin  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  infoduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  ad  to  repeal  an 
act  concerning  bastard  children,  approved  Jan.  5th,  1828. 

Mr.  Brown,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  a^ked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  amendatory  to  the 
several  acts  incorporating  the  Central  Bank  of  Florida  ; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banks. 

Mr.  Duval,  f-nm  the  Select  Committee,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Benjamin  G.  Thornton,  made  the  following  re* 
port : 

The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  G.  Tboruton,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT  IN  PART: 


That  in  the  year  1828,  the  fif^titioner  entered  into  contract  with' 
John  P.  Duval,  Esquire,  (lommissioher  of  the  Tallahassee  Fund, 
acting  lor  and  in  t>ehulf  of  ihe  Turrtory,  to  erect  n  t'apitol,  hy  which 
the  Petitioner  U!idertcM>k,  for  the  sum  of  817,01)0,  to  erect  and  cover 
the  huildtng — wliich  was  desiijr  led  lo  be  a  large  one — and  to  furnish 
all  tlie  wood  work,  and  other  materials  necessary  for  the  purpose, 
except  the  brick,  which  formed  the  subject  of  a  separate  contract, 
a^  was  to  be  furnished  by  another  individual  for  86000.  It  ap- 
^eid    from  the  evidence  beiSore  your  Committee,  that  the  petitioner 
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Thornton,  immodiatcly  proceeded  to  t'le  excrntion  of  his  part  of  the 
llie  CO  .tr.ici  ;  audit*  the  c.mrse  «»f  ihe  year  ah  )venie  ihoued,  and 
Unit  which  f'llUwed.  urecled  at  great  expense  a  very  siilwiamtiil  saw 
mill,  which  had  co'iiinenced  successful  operalions*,  collectwd  a  l.rg« 
qiirtiility  of  Inmtier,  conslru/.ted  u  hnie  k  hi,  quarried  hii  nniouul  of 
line  sums  sufficient  to  supply  lime  firllie  huildi.ig  aud  hauled  iha 
wood  nec-psary  to  burn  it,  purchased  and  rhaintJiined  oxen,  mules, 
wagojis,  4h;.,  ii!»d  employed  ihe  requisite  numl)er  of  workmen.  Dur. 
ing  ihe  whole  p<iriioji  of  the  time  he  was  engaged  in  these  o|>eratiois, 
embracing  a  periiid  of  fifteen  or  eighteen  months,  the  petitioner,  ah 
though  lnl>oriiig  under  great  emhjirraKsmcnts,  created  chiefly  by  the 
Territory  failing  to  make  ad»iquale  advances  in  money,  never  relaxed 
m  his  efforts  to  tul'.il  his  part  of  the  co  tract.  It  appears  that,  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1829.  the  Cnmmissioner  declined  making  fur. 
Iher  advances,  and  Uie  Legislative  Con  a  til  afterwards  refused  to  pro- 
gress with  the  work.  RfJHCting,  as  far  as  possible,  the  minor  details 
of  this  controversy,  yonr  Committee  proceed  to  observe,  that  the  Pe. 
litioner  instituted  suit  against  the  Territory,  which  was  thrown  out  of 
Court,  on  the  gmuiid  that  the  Territory  was  not  liable  to  suit.  That 
in  a  suit  brought  imm -diately  after  by  the  Territory  against  him,  the 
jury,  at'ter  a  patient  investigation,  gave  a  verdict  in  favor  of  Thorotoa, 
Your  Committee  lake  leave  to  r»!Commerid  this  solemn  verdict  of  a 
jury  to  the  attenti«»n  ol  the  Council,  as  hirnishing  a  type  of  all  the 
subsequent  dec-.sio  is  on  this  claim,  inadi*  by  men  ch»thed  with  legal 
authority,  and  put  Dpon  their  lionur  and  their  oaths,  v  ith,  perhaps,  a 
•  ngle  exception. 

It  aupears  that  the  Petit ic.ner  then  d»'termin«'d  to  seek  redress  in  leg. 
islatina,  and  throw  hnnself  ou  the  justice  and  genero  ity  of  the 
Council.  His  appeal,  accomi)anied  mi  doubt  by  requisite  lestim*iMy, 
secerns  to  have  pnulnced  a  just  inpression  in  this  bndy.  In  1833, 
the  Council  passed  an  act,  pioviili  ig  f  »r  ll»e  settlement  of  his  cl  nm, 
bv  reference  to  arhiiralor?*.  |i  apptsirs  that.  Mr.  Berthel'.t,  clmsen  by 
the  Peiitu»*»er,  allowed  all  ihe  charges  of  the  Coin«nissi«mer  against 
the  PeiiticMier,  although  llieee  ch  irg(!S  made  as  m«)iiey  udvimctdy 
really  consist eii  in  goods  and  n<it  ino  ley,  a  d  deducting  lliem  trom  the 
whole  lunou  .t  s'ipidiied  to  be  paid  by  the  Territory,  awarded  ll»eba. 
lance — it.arlv  813,000— to  Mr,  Thornton.  Mr.  »  handler,  in  his  re* 
port,  awarded  nothi  ig.  la  co  iseq  le  ice  of  this  dis  igreement,  the  de- 
cision devolved  on  Col.  Randolph,  the  umpire,  who  awarded  to  the 
petitioner  one-half  the  amount  allowed  by  Mr.  Berihelot.  Your 
Committee  regret  thai  the  report  of  the  umpire,  drawn  up,  ns  they 
have  been  informed,  in  a  masterly  manner,  and  presenting  a  very  clear 
view  ef  the  case,  has  been  lost  while  in  custody  oftlie  Territory*  and 
they  further  regret  that  this  award  was  noi  adopted  by  the  Territory, 
aud  made  the  basis  of  a  finHl  seltlement  with  the  Petitioner,  which 
would  have  been  a  good  compromise  to  the  Territory,  and  at  that 
time  have  satisfied  the  Petitioner. 

In  short,  it  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  Benjamin  G.  Thorn- 
ton, who  at  the  date  of  the  contract,  gave  fair  promise,  in  his  eroineot 
akill  and  genius  as  a  mechanic,  in  his  habits  of  industry  and  sobriety, 
and  io  bis  enterprising  spirit,  of  becoming  one  of  the  most  useful  citi* 
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I  df  Florida^  has  been  gromly  wronged  and  faijinred  hf  acta  af  te 
Terrirory  and  iis  public  servants,  and  reduced  trum  the  conditioo  of 
that  ^  prosperous  mechanic,''  described  in  the  important  teaiimony  of 
Gen.  Duval,  to  want  and  penury.  It  is  a  fact  of  general  Dolonety, 
that  his  mansion,  several  lots  owned  in  this  city,  some  slaves,  and  a  . 
very  comolete  set  of  tools  together  with  a  large  number  of  muteSy 
the  saw  mill  and  workshop,  kiln,  limestone,  wood,  dec,  were  all 
aacriflced  in  consequence  of  the  uufonuna^  interposition  of  the  Ter* 
ritory— and  that  ii  is  the  solemn  duty  of  the  Council  to  rendor  htm 
•Qch  imperfect  justice  as  is  now  in  its  power  lo  afford* 
It  appears  to  your  Committee  ; 

1st.  That  the  Territory^-^iiher  from  the  want  of  funds,  or  rather 
the  waste  of  ample  funds  ai  its  control— H)r  capiice — or  some  oibar 
cause — committed  a  breach  of  contract,  and  is  consequently  liable  to 
the  Petitioner  for  the  full  amount  of  damages,  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  land ; 

2d.'  That  the  Petilitioner,  Thornton,  was,  at  times,  willing  and 
anxious,  to  perform  his  part  of  the  contract ;  and,  for  a  period  of  15  or 
18  months,  devoted  himself  with  great  zeal  and  fidelity  to  its  perfornw 
anee ; 

M.  That  the  controversy  between  the  Territory  and  the  Petitioner 
bas  been  decid.  d  in  favor  of  Thornton,  by  that  tribunal  universal^ 
considered  the  OKWt  holy  and  incorruptible  known  to  our  frco  refmbi* 
can  institutions — an  impartial  jury  ; 

4tb.  That  successive  Lagi»lative  Councils  have  evinced  adispoaU 
tion  to  decide,  or  have  actually  decided,  ivf  the  same  manner ; 

5th«  That  arbitrators,  created  by  the  Legislative  Council,  and  Qooi* 
^  posed  of  competent  and  disinterested  persons,  have  also  decided  is 
the  same  manner ; 

6th.  Thit  if  the  parties  litigant  had  been  private  individoalib 
Thornton's  claim  to  the  full  amou  it  of  the  bonds  would  have  btOQ 
long  since  established  by  a  Court  of  Justice* 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion«-«B 
opinion  which,  at  least  with  a  majority,  is  a  settled  and  solemn  coo* 
vietton,  not  to  changed  or  8hHken,*-ihat  tho  claim  of  Benjamin  0. 
Thornton  is  one  of  the  clearest  merit,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  th# 
fullest  reliei  the  i.'ouiicil  can  afibrd.  This  conviction  is  founded  oo 
evidence  already  in  the  possession  of  the  Committee ;  but  they  are  lead 
to  bob  ve  that  other  corroborative  testimony  will  be  received  in  a  few 
days,  when  they  will  make  their  final  report.  In  the  mean  timet  they 
beg  leave  to  report  the  lollowii.g  bill :      t       - 

AN  ACT 
For  the  Relief  of  Benjamin  G,  Thomtofi. 
Be  U  enacUd  by  the  Legiilathie  Cowieil  of  the  Ten^ary  of  FlerU 
<k,  That  Betijainio  6.  Thv^mton  be  b!lowed,  out  of  the  I  aUahasae# 
Fund  the  sum  of  ,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  to  hidi 

forthwith,  upon  his  executing  a  release  in  f*iP  to  the  Territory*  ot  aH 
claims  and  demanda  arising  from  his  contract  to.'  budding  the  Capitol* 
Which  waSt  ^i^  accompanying  documents,  ordered   to  bt 
printed. 
The  Hoaie  received  from  the  Senate,  as  having  bten  adoplt^ 
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a  Preamble  and  Resolution  in  favor  of  F.  L.  Ming,  Admiirif- 

tiator  of  Jas.  W.  Exiim,  df^censed  ; 

Which  was  ordered  to  he  Enrolled. 

A  Preamble  and  Resoluiion  from  the  Senate,  relative  to  auc- 
tion taxeSy  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Steele  offered  the  following  Resolution,  viz  : 

Rewlved^  That  a  Select  Counniliee  be  appointed,  to  direct 
that  the  wooden  mantel  pieces  of  the  Chamber  of  the  [iouse  of 
Representatives  be  so  altered,  as  to  prevent  the  dan£-,er  of  fire  t« 
which  the  building  is  now  liable. 

Which  Resolution  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Steele,  Eliuardi 
and  Evans  appointed  said  Committee. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate,  as  passed  bv  that  body, 
a  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  require  specie  payments,  and  to  provide 
remedies  for  the  violation  of  Charters  and  Contracts  by  the  Banks 
of  Florida; 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banks. 

A  bill  to  hff  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  the  Brunswick  and 
Florida  Kail  Road  Company',  incorpotnied  by  the  Le«rislatnre 
of  the  State  of  Ge<»rgia,  to  construct  a  R:iil  Road  through  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Upon  this  question  the  ayeand  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs., 
Fernandex  and  Priest  and  were. 

Ayes,  Mr.  Speaker,  Me^^rs.  Bmnerman,  Brown,  Bryaa 
Bush,  <  hurch,  *  one,  Duvnl,  Elznardi,  Evans,  jVlcKluiioo, 
Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  and  Sadbury,    15. 

Nays — Messrs  Bell,  Bird,  Ferrandei,  Foniane,  Mosely, 
Priest,  Smith,  Stephens,  Steele  and  Taylor— 10. 

So  said  bill  passed: 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  th^acts  in  reference 
to  the  Tallahassee  p\ind. 

Was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  in  rcl  ition  to  Public  Electfontt 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Stephens  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  18th 
lection :  *'  And  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Inspectors,  or  any 
other  pel  son,  to  examine  or  compare  any  of  the  said  ballots  with 
the  Poll  Book,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertainiup^  how  any  individ* 
oul  may  have  voted,  unless  the  same  shall  be  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  purging  the  polls ;" 

Which  amendment  was  agreed  to  ; 

Mr.  Smith  moved  tiiatthe  18ih  lection  of  said  bill  h%  ftricken 
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On  this  qaestion,  the  ayes  and  nays  were  Called  for  by  Metm« 

Smith  and  Foniane,  and  were, 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bryaiii 
Bush,  Bianch,  Church,  Duval,  Elziiardi,  Evans,  Fernande t, 
Fontaoe,  M%.Kinnon,  Myers,  Peni,  Priest,  Sadbury,  Stephenty 
Steele  and  Thigpin.     20. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Steele  offered  the  following  amendment  to  section  Sth, 
vii :  "  Provided,  that  this  act  shall  not  preclude  from  voting, 
any  officer  of  the  army,  navy  or  revenue  service,  who  shall  b% 
the  owner  of  Real  £>tatein  this  T«»rrilory. 

The  ayes  and  nnys  werecalled  for  on  this  question  by  Messrs. 
Steele  and  Mosely,  ane  wer^ ; 

Ayes.     Mr.  Steele.     1. 

Nays.  Mr.  Speaker,  Mctssrs.  Bannerman,  Boll,Bird,Brown, 
Bryan,  Bush,  Brancfi,  Church,  Cone,  Duval,  Eliuardi,  Evans, 
Fontane,  McKinnon,  Mosily,  Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest, 
Sadbury,  Smith,  Stephens  and  'I  hig|  in.     24. 

So  said  amendment  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  put  upon  its  passage; 

The  uyes  and  luiys  were  callt-d  fur  ou  this  question  by  Mssors. 
Thigpin  and  Smith,  and  were; 

Ayes.  Mr  Speaker,  Messrs  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bryan,  Bush, 
Branch,  Duval,  Elzuardh  Evans,  McKiinion,  Nunes,  Peut,  Sadbury, 
Stephens,  and  Steele — 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Church,  Cone,  Fontane,  Moselg,  My- 
ers, Pries',  Smith  ard    I  higpin — 10. 

So  said  bill  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  1)6  entitled,  no  act  to  incorporate  the  Tola  and  St.  Joseph 
Canal  aud  Rail  Road  Compary,  was  postponed  till   Monday  neit. 

Mr.  Duval  gave    notice,  that    he  will,   on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  toi.iiroduce  abilltobe  entitled,  an  act  rolati:ig  to   the   mann* 
of  hunting  and  killing  hogs  m  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  foroth* 
purposes. 

Hts  Excellency  the  Governor,  transmitted  to  the  House  the 
followiug communication  : 

ExECtJTiTB  Department,  i 
Tallahassee.  Frehruary  12,  1841. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  respectfully  mform  you  that  I  have  approved  the  following  acts 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  viz  : 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Mandarin, 

An  act  to  incorporate  an  Academy  in  the  county  of  Leoo,  and  tli» 
trustees  theseof. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  JacksoDville. 

An  net  to  amend  an  act  entitled,    an  act  .to  establish   a  Board  of 
Port  Wardens  and  Cvmmissioner  of  Wrecks,  ior  the  Port  of  Apa 
aiebioola. 
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An  act  !•  avthoriM  DumI  Cunpbell  to  etUbliflh  m  fenj  \ 
Bttambia  river. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Jackaonvilk. 

Ao  act  to  authorise  Lou.ber  Taylor  to  eatablisb  a  ferry  acroaa  fkm 
Eecaoibia  river* 

Ao  act  to  aroend  an  act  declaring  Joaiper  creek,  in  EftraiBbia 
ceuoty.  a  navagale  stream. 

Aa  act  to  aUim  Lawrence  O'B^  Branch  to  practice  law  id  the 
eourts  of  this  Territory. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Cliurch  presented  the  petition  of  S.  J.  Perry,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims 

A  [^solution  relative  to  the  final  adjoumoMnt  of  the  Legisktire 
Council  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Ths  House  then  adjourned  until  Hoaday  next,  10  o'clock* 


HoNDiT,  February  15th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A-  quorum  be* 
log  present,  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Duval  presented  the  petition  of  S  W*  1  Srown,  |:»rayin*g 
remuneration  for  services  performed  during  the  present  Indiao 
War,  as  2d  Lieut. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Elzuardi  offered  the  following  resolutioq,  vis : 

Resolved  by  the  Governor  awl  Legidative  Council  of  Hie 
Territory  of  Florida^  Thai  the  Delegate  in  Congress  be  re- 
quested to  urge  upon  that  body  the  enactment  of  a  law  giving 
toe  (Vanking  privilege  to  the  Governor  of  this  Territory. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Church  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Reiolved^  That  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  an  Act  concem- 
iDg  the  appointment  and  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Mr  Duval  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz : 

Remdvedt  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  furnished  tothi 
House  a  copy  of  the  report  made  bv  Jai%«  A.  Duulapof  the 
cou.icil  of  1829,  on  ihe  caje  ol  Benj.  G.  Thornton. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr*  Bash  made  the  following 
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REPORT. 

The  committee  nn  Em*o1led  Bills  have  'directed  me  to  report 
the  following  Preamble  and  Kesolaiion  as  correctly  enrolled. 
Preamble  and  Resolution  asking  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  for  an  appropriation  of  (en  thousand  dollars  for  the  re- 
pairs of  (he  Bridges  over  the  Apnlachicola  Swamp  and  the  Cht- 
pola  Kiver,  and  for  opening  and  constructing  a  road  from  Ma* 
rianua  to  lola. 

THOMAS  M.  BUSH, 
Chair'n  committer*  on  Enrolled  Bills* 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  directed  me  to  report  the 
following  Bill  as  correctly  Enrolled. 

An  Act  to  change  (be  time  of  holding  the  county  court  of 
WahoD  county. 

THOMAS  M.  RUSH,  chairman 
committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

Mr.Cone  from  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John^.  Hagan,  reported  the  following  Resolution, 
vis:  « 

Reiolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprtientaiivee  q^  ti0 
Territofy  of  Florida^  That  the  Governor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  and  requested  to  settle,  under  an  **  Act  to  authorise 
the  Governor  of  Florida  to  raise  Troops  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontier,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  2d  1839,  and 
also  under  an  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Florida  Troops  during 
the  Indian  war  approved  Feb.  10, 1838,  the  claims  of  a  compa- 
ny of  volunteers  commanded  by  Capt.  John  F.  Hagan,  for 
military  services  rendere4  in  the  year  1839  for  the  term  of  four 
nontlis. 

Resolved  further^  Thni  the  Governor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  to  settle  in  like  manner  the  claims  of  several  dHtachi- 
ments  of  volunteers,  consisting  of  (4)  four  men  commanded  by 
Capt.  Redding  ;  also,  (22)  twenty-two  men  commanded  by 
Capt,  Thos.  Langforu;  also  (10)  (en  men  commanded  by  Capt. 
William  Newburn,  for  military  services  rendered  in  the  year 
1839,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  four  months. 

Resolved  further^  That  the  Governor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
instructed,  before  settling  said  claims,  to  require  of  the  officers 
commanding  said  company  and  detachments,  properly  certified 
muster  rolls  of  the  serviced  rendered,  signed  by  the  Captain  and 
countersigned  by  (he  Inspector  and  Mustering  officer. 

Resohed  further,  That  the  Governor,  (immediately  after  as* 
eertaining  the  amount  due  said  tympany)  1)e  requested  to  apply 
lo  the  proper  authorities  at  Washington  city  for  the  pay  of 
the  same  from  the  United  States,  and  in  fiuling  te  procure  which 
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be  shnll  proceed  forthwith  to  settle  said  claims  according  to  the 

inslrnctioiis  in  li.e  act   under  which  llie  Troops  were  raised. 

Which  WdS  read  a  first  and  second  time  and  ordered  for  a 
third  reading  on  lo-morrow. 

Mr.  Smiiii  frum  the  committee  on  the  state  of  Territory  made 
the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Select  Committee,  appointed  to  inquire  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
6th  section  of  ihe  act,  passed  February  llih,  1838,  entitledt 
••  An  act  further  lo  ame  d  ihe  Charier  of  the  S  »utherii  Life  In. 
sura  ice  and  Trust  Comp  iny,"  alieriiig  the  I9ih  sectioa  of  ibe 
origi.ial  act,  incnrporaliiigsat  ^  Listiiutioti.  to  the  prt^judice  of  the 
vested  rights  of  the  bill  holders,  without  their  express  conceal; 
and  to  i  quire  as  to  the  power  of  the  Council,  to  repeal  aa4 
modify  said  seclioni  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise : — 

REPORT: 

That  the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company  was  incor. 
porated  on  the  14th  day 4if  February,  1835,  and  commenced  its  ope- 
tatious  in  the  same  year.  An  amendatory  act  %vas  passed  on  the  12tb 
of  February,  1836;  another  on  the  12ih  of  February,  1837;  and  a 
third  on  ihe  lllh  of  February,  1838. 

In  the  iuqutry  made  in  June,  1836,  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  into  the  character  and  condition  of  the  Banks  of 
Florida,  this  act  of  incorporation,  and  an  act  **  increasing  tile  capital 
of  the  Bank  of  Pen8ac(»la,"  are  remarked  for  "  their  extraordinary  ua- 
tureand  provisions,"  are  "declared  highly  imprudent,  that  they  ought 
not  to  have  been  passed,  and  submit  to  the  Senate  whether  they  ought 
now  to  be  suffered  to  be  carried  into  etfect,  without  proper  amend, 
ments."  The  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  who  was  Chairman  of  that 
Committee,  thus  concludes  the  report : 

**  But,  it  IS  not  for  Congress  lo  make  these  amendments,  though  it 
should  deem  them  necessary.  The  power  of  Congress  is  a  simple 
power  ot  di8appro\ing  the  whole  act;  and  if  nothing  had  been  dona 
-  under  them,  the  commiilee  would  not  hesitate  to  recommend  such 
disapproval.  Nor  do  ihey  now  mean  to  say,  that  such  disapproval 
would  be  Unjust ;  because  Coigress  has  l;ad  no  earlier  opportunity  to 
examine  those  laws,  and  to  act  upon  the  question  of  annulling  them 
and  it  is  hardly  to  be  presumed  that  prudent  men  have  ventured  far, 
under  such  a  charier,  granted  by  a  'i  erritorial  Legislature,  wtiose  acts 
were  well  known  to  l)e  subject  to  the  revision  ot  Congie  s. 

•*But  it  is  competent  for  the  Territorial  Legislature,  with  the  con. 
sent  of  the  corporations,  to  amend  the  chart»*rs  in  any  manner  deemed 
proper;  and  the  resolution  which  the  Committee  report  to  the  3e:iam.iii 
relation  to  these  two  acts  will  show  that,  in  the  judgment  of  th»i  commit- 
tee, It  is  expedient  to  give  the  corporators  an  optiontand  an  opporUmity 
$9  ofttetfi  proper  amemdmeiUi  to  their  chartm-Sf  tftheptee/L** 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


lit 

'    The  legislation  which  enacted  these  hws^-the  magnitude  of  the 

Cnpilal — ihe  guitr*\inee  of  the  Territory — and  the  grams  of  extraordi^ 
nnry  powers— are  the  ssihj*  cis  of  severe  cominen* ;  but  the  censure 
Was  as  limle  regarded  by  Uie. Legislature  as  by  hie  Banks;  and  the 
Life  and  Trust  alone,  obtained  two  amendments  in  the  two  next 
succeeding  years,  when  its**  option  and  opportunity  to  obtain  proper 
flmendments,"  were  used  but  to  increase  its  powers,  rendering  them, 
if  possihie,  more  extraordinary,  and  more  immediately  alarming.  The 
original  charier  had  stipulated  as  follows : 

**  Sbc  19.  The  company  shall  have  power  to  issue  bills  or  no'es 
other  than  dratts  or  bills  ol  exrhunge,  to  the  amount  of  the  capital  ac. 
tUiilly  paid  in,  and  shall  not  exceed  tiie  same,  on  pain  of  f  irfeiture  of 
their  charter.  Siid  bills  and  notes  to  be  igned  by  the  President  and 
Secretary,  or  Cashier  of  saiid  <  orfioration;  and  said  (  orporation 
shall  never  refuse  or  sispend  the  payment. in  specie  of  any  of  their 
notes  or  obligations,  or  ol  any  funds  received  by  them  in  deposite,  on 
awful  demand  beirg  made;  and  if  the  s^iid  <  orporation  shall  refuse 
01  suspend  payment,  the  bearer  ot  any  note  or  obligation,  or  any  per- 
son having  the  right  to  demand  or  receive  the  amount  of  funds  deposits, 
ed  as  above  mentioned,  shall  be  entitled  to  recover  interest  at  »he  rate 
of  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum^  until  they  shall  -euder  payment  there- 
of, with  interest  as  aforesaid,  in  specie  at  their  counter;  and  unless 
payment  shall  be  so  made,  or  a  tender  thereof,  within  ninety  days,  the 
charter  of  said  Company  shall  be  cougidered /or/<^i'«<;^,  and  they  shall 
cease  all  operations  as  a  Corporation,  except  so  lar  as  shall  be  neces* 
eary  to  close  their  concerns  and  fultil  existing  contracts." 

These  salutary  provisions  are  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  the  last 
amendatory  act,  which  is  this:— 

'*Sbc.  6.  That  in  lieu  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  imposed  by  the 
19th  section  of  the  act  creating  the  said  Corporation,  in  refusing  or 
•us  lendifig  the  payment  of  specie  for  its  notes  or  obligations,  or  of  any 
fund  received  by  tbem  in  deposite,  for  the  term  of  ninety  days,  that  if 
the  said  Corporation  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  refuse  or  suspend  pay- 
ment in  specie  on  any  of  its  notes  or  obligations,  or  of  any  funds  de« 
posited  with  said  company,  on  lawful  demand  being  made,  the  bearer 
of  such  notes  or  obligations,  or  any  pe:son  h.ving  the  right  to  de- 
mand or  receivo  the  amount  of  funds  deposited  as  above  mentioned 
shall  be  entitled  to  recover  mterest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  theamount>  until  the  said  Company  shall  tender  payment 
thereof,  with  damages  as  aforesaid,  in  specie,  at  their  counter." 

The  Journals  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  year  1838,  (pages 
62.'3, 61,  85,  110, 128,)  show  that  tife  bill  for  this  last  act  was  offered 
and  supported  by  a  member,  who  was  a  Prustee  ol  the  Company ; 
and  as  it  was  not  supported  by  any  memorial  before  the  Council,  the 
act  is  believed  to  have  been  done  at  the  instance  of  the  Bank.  Neither 
was  this  amendment  made  in  consequence  of  any  such  application  by 
the  bill  holders,  or  other  creditors  of  the  company;  on  the  contrary, 
the  committee  are  satisfied  it  was  done  without  their  consent,  eipressed 
or  implied.  The  act  has  been  adopted  by  the  instnution.  The  im- 
propriety of  the  alteration  must  be  obvious,  as  it  goes  directly  ^  \m  iin* 
pair  the  oUigatioD  of  contracts." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BttoloDf  eorporttioMy  which  owe  their  beiof  forthe  ptMio,  and  mrm 
created  ooly  for  its  convenience,  claim  exempttoit  from  legtelativ« 
chaogee,  made  without  their  consent.  They  bold  that  no  cooetderm- 
lions  of  public  policy^  or  public  good,  justify  other  alterations.  Suck 
argument  is  s  concession,  that  if  the  rights  they  claim  as  **  vested." 
eaooot  be  effected  by  legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the  HuhHc,  thea 
neither  can  the  equally  sacred  and  **  vested"  rightsof  the  bill  boldofs 
and  other  creditors,  be  affected  by  subsequent  legisla  tion,  lor  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Stockholders.  If  the  premises  be  good,  the  result  is  inevitm* 
ble ;  but  if  they  be  not  well  founded,  the  Legislature  may  give,  or 
take  from  corporations  at  its  pleasure— else  corporations  musickucnm 
right,  as  well  as  power,  superior  to  the  energy  which  created  them. 

Of  the  ability  of  the  Council  to  repeal  the  sixth  8ection,the  Comaut* 
tee  entertaw  no  doubt.  The  oHginal  contract  of  the  Bank  wkb  km 
creditors,  was  to  pay  its  bills  in  specie,  and  otherwise,  twelve  per  ceol 
interest — which,  with  the  impending  forfeiture  of  charter,  were  tho 
securities  of  the  creditor,  and  the  petmlites  imposed  for  f  efusal.  The 
Legislature  cannot  destroy  or  lessen  this  security,  without  the  coaseul 
of  the  individuals.  I  he  opposite  of  this  is  to  admit  its  power  to  akor 
any  charter,  upon  the  application  of  either  party,  without  the  coosobI 
of  the  other ! 

.Tbeamendalory  acts  have  not  yet  received  the  sanction  of  Coo- 
grsss ;  and  if  the  Legislature  can  feel  any  hesitancy,  the  lbllowin|^  in 
the  original  act,  may  suffice  :-«-what  application  it  may  have  to  any 
other  portion  than  that  to  which  the  present  examiontion  tends,  the 
Comm  ttee  have  not  thought  themselves  called  upon  to  consider : 

^Sbc.  25.  This  law  shall  remain  unakerable,  without  the  consent 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Company,  until  the  eipiration  of  fiHy  years 
from  its  passage,  nor  shall  it  at  any  time  hereafter  be  so  altered  as  to 
prevent  the  execution  by  the  Company  of  any  subsisting  contract** 

Your  C  oromittee,  regarding  the  sixth  section  of  ttie  act  last  passed* 
to  be  a  violation  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  legislatioo^-a^  an  act 
injurious  to  the  public  credit — and  which,  so  long  as  it  exists,  wttt 
tiiod  to  justify  some  law  equally  improper,  and  subversive  of  legisla^ 
live  morality,  they  offer  the  following  Bill : 

A  BILL  TO  BE  ENTITLED 

AN  ACT  to  repeal  the  Sixth  Section  of  the  act  entiUedj  **Anaci 

fu:iher  to  amend  the  Charter  of  the  Souther n  Life  Tnsuranca 

and  Trust  Company,^*  approved  February  1  Ith^  1838,  and  to 

revioe  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  act,  eM^itled,  ^  An  Ad  to 

Incorporate  <Ae  Southern  Life  Insurdnce  and  Trust  Compa^ 

ny^*  approved  February  lAth,  1835. 

Bs  k  enacted  by  the  Gooem&r  and  LegishUwe  sCouneU  of  the  TV* 

fitory  of  jplortdo.  That  the  sixth  section  of  the  act,  entitled,  «*  Aoaat 

fiirtber  to  amend   the  charter  of  the  Seuthrrn   Life  Insurance  aad 

Trust  Company,"  approved  February  eleve<ith,  in  the  year  eigbteea 

hundred  and  thirty-eight,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  aad 

declared  to  be,  and  always  has  been,  null,  void  and  of  no  efiect* 

Sac.  3.  Be  il  further  enacted*  That  the  nineteenth  sec  ioo  of  tht 
act  aotitled,  <' An actto  incorporate  the  SoatlMni  Lift  Imwranoa  aad 
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T^BttMt  CoQipany^"  approTed  the  fouiteeDth  jay  of  Pebni^ryt  in  lh# 
\ear  eighteen  huiidied  and  thirty-five,  be^  and  the  same  is  hereby  rt* 
vived,  and  declared  never  to  have  been  repealed,  and  still  is  in  MH 
force  and  virtue. 

BUCKINGHAM  SMITB,  Ckaimum, 

Which  was  read  and  fifty  copies  ordered. 
A  Bill  to   be  entitled  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of 
Tallahassee  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  Bill  to  be  eittiilod  An  Act  in  relation  to  Executioot  Md 
decrees  in  Chancery  nas  laid  on  the  table. 

A  Resolution  concernining  the  Bank  of  Jackionvillet  ivafi 
laid  on  the  table. 

:  A  Memorial  to  th^  Congress  of  tbe'tJiutCil  Sutes  for  Itail 
routes  ilirough  the  Territory  of  Florida,  was  read  ft  aecmi 
time. 

Mr.  Daval  moved  that  all  after  the  Prtaoible  b«  atrfeken  imt 
and  that  th**  following  be  inserted,  vis: 

Rtsohed  by  the  Legislative  Cwtnc'd  of  thi  Territory  of  FkffU^ 
Tbot  the  Congress  of  the  Unit  d  States  bs  fe<|4ieated  aa  sataUiili  4 
post  road  from  Suwannee  Springs  via  St.  Marys  to  Char)«»loo,  (K 
C.  (the  latter  part  of  the  route  by  steuinboat.)  Also  a  post  road  for 
steamboats  from  St.  J<iseph  via  Pensncola  ta  New  Orleans.  Alsa,  i 
post  road  by  steamboat  from  ApaiachiiDla  to  Fort  LaoUt  aadthsoct 
via  Tampa  and  Rev  West  to  Havanna. 

And  whereas,  the  temporary  opening,  by  Messrs.  flopUns  41 
Stockton,  iu  18^.40,  of  a  route  from  ChaHeston  to  Mobila,on  and 
near  those  above  specified,  proved  conclusively  that  a  mail  call  hi 
transported  from  Charleston  to  7\il1ahasser  in  My*iblir  houi«i  and 
from  Tuilahasseo  to  New  Orleans  in  fifly  hours — or  tbe  wbela  diii 
fiinee  from  Chiirleston  to  New  Orleana  in  four  days  and  sight  lioars; 
which  is  one  day  less  time  than  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  two 
days  less  in  \i  inter,  iha  \  is  required  by  th*  great  mail  route:  And 
whereas,  the  mildness  of  tlie  climate,  the  unexposed  nataje  of  tba 
8teauilK)at  navigation,  and  facility  of  maintaining  sxcelleot  roads 
through  this  Territory,  render  certainty  and  regularity  eotirely  to  bo 
relied  on ; 

Therefore  Resolved,  Tliat  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be  requested 
to  urge  beture  Congresti  the  establishment  of  such  routes;  and  on  tho 
Puat  Master  General  the  uniting  them  with  existing  realei^  ia  flich 
manner  as  to  accomplish  an  object  so  ioiportant  to  ibo  COtmUT^  at 
thus  increasing  tbe  regularity  aodoxpeditioo  of  one  of  its  moiit  iiQpor* 
tant  nnaits. 

Which  amendment  was  adopted,  said  Memorial  re^l  Aiucsmil 
and  third  time  and  was  adopted. 

A  Bill  to  be  entitled  An  Act  to  incorporaio  the  dtyof  Port 
Leon  was  amended  in  tbe  House,  read  a  second  tod  tUM  ttONT 
and  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

The  Boofo  went  into  coiBmittee  of  tbo  wbote  oo  t  hffl  Mt'h^ 

16 
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entitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the  qualification  of  nierobert  of  tbe 
Legislative  Council.  Mr.  Bannerman  in  ihe  ehair — after  some 
;imr  spent  in  consideration  of  said  bill,  the  Committee  rose  aDd 
reported  the  same  to  the  House  with  all  after  th.' enacting  claaai? 
stricken  out.  Upon  the  question  of  concurring  in  the  report, 
the  ayes  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Duval  and  Ban- 
nermas,  and  were, 

Ayes. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bell,  Bush,  Branch,  Charch, 
Ehuardi,  Evans,  Priest,  Smith,  Steele  and  Thigpin — 11. 

Na vs.— Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Cone,  Duval,  IVicKin* 
non,  Moseley,  Nunes,  Pent,  Sadbury,  and  Stephens — 10. 

So  the  report  was  agreed  to,  and  said  bill  laid  on  the  table* 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  7\impa  B»y  and  St. 
Joho'a  Rail  Road,  C'anal,  and  Steamboat  Company ;  was  placed 
amongst  the  orders  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

A  Eaaolution,  introduced  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Moeely  m* 
■pecting  the  right  of  petition,  was  taken  up.  \ir.  Stephens  offered 
aft  AtooodmenU  ao  as  to  make  it  rend :  **  Ought  not  to  be  rejected, 
without  beij^  first  cooaidered  by  the  House,  or  referred  to  a  Com* 
natter. 

Which  waa  agreed  to; 

Tba  Reaolution  waa  then  unanimously  adopted. 

Tht  Reaolution  from  the  Senntr.  with  respect  to  the  compilatkMi 
of  the  Laws  of  Florida  by  James  D.  Westcott  and  John  P.  Booth 
were  adopted  by  the  House.  Messrs.  Branch,  Stephens  and  Smith, 
were  appointed  the  committee  to  act  with  the  committee  of  the  Se- 
nate. 

The  PreteDtmenls  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Duval  county  were  laid 
00  the  -able. 
.  The  House  tbea  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  oVdoekr 


TtJESOAT,  February  16, 1841. 

The  Houae  met,  pursuant  to  adjeurnroeot.  A  quorum  being  pf«« 
ienl,the  Journal  of  yesterdays  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Thigpin,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leav« 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  for  the  support  and  maiolo* 
Sance  of  bastard  children,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-morrow* 

Mr.  Moseley  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which  was 
leferred  a  resolution  of  the  House,  ii  structing  them  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  an  act  concerning  the  appointmeut  and 
jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace,  reported  the  following  bill: 
.  A  bill  lo  (le  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  an  act  coDoem* 
iag  tbeappcMotment  aud  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peuoe ; 
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Which  wai  rend  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-morrow.  . 

Mr   Fernand  ?z  I'rom   the  select  committee  to  which  was  ro^rred 
the  report  of  the  commissioner  of  the  Tallahassee  fund  made  thefoU: 
lowing  report : 
A  majority  of  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  i^poft 

of  the  ^'Commissioner  of  the  Tallahassee  Fund,"  beg  leave  lo 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  examined  the  accounts  and  vouchers  referred  t» 
them,  which  they  have  found  correct.  That  as  far  as  they  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  the  fund  has  been  economically  and  judicuHMb 
ly  managed,  and  the  duties  of  the  office  f^iithfuily  discharged.  It  k 
very  much  to  be  desired  that  the  furtiier  sum  req*iired  by  the  «om« 
missioner  for  the  completion  of  the  Capitol  may  bo  appropriated. 

The  Committee  beg  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  cooat !  ^ 

deration  of  the  same. 

S.  D.  FERNANDEZ,  Chm*iu 
THOS.  M.  BUSH, 
JOHN  L.  TAYLOR, 
JOSEPH  ELZUARDL 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Bush  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills,  reported  as  correct* 
ly  enrolled,  an  net  to  incorp.irate  the  New  Oi  leans,  FloriJa  and  At* 
lantic  Transportation  Company  in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Tallahasaee^ 
was  taken  from  the  table; 

Mr.  MoAeley  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  18th  section ; 

Upon  the  holder  of  any  bill  or  bills,  or  other  liabilities  of  the  said 
bank,  pro\e5t«d  in  due  form  of  law,  prcsenti  ig  the  same  to  any  Judge 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  Law  of  the  Middle  District  of  Florida,  the 
said  Judge,  at  the  instance  of  the  person  complaining,  shall  issue  and 
cause  to  be  served,  by  the  Marshall  or  Sheriff,  a  notice,  in  writing, 
upon  the  President,  or  any  of  the  Directors  of  the  said  Bank,  com* 
mAndtng  the  said  President  and  Directors  to  be  and  appear  before  him 
within  ten  days,to  show  cause,!f  any  they  have,why  the  charter  of  the 
said  Bank  shall  not  be  declared  forfeited.  And  if  upon  the  •hearing, 
the  said  President  and  Directors  should  fail  to  show  causu  to  the  tat*  ' 
isfaclion  of  the  said  Judge,  he  shall  proceed  to  declare,  decree  and 
ai  judge,  the  charter  of  the  said  Bank  to  be  null  and  void.  And  upon 
ecuh  judgment  or  decree,  the  said  Judge  shall  appoint  three  Receivers 
to  receive  and  take  into  their  hands  and  possession  all  the  assets  and 
property  of  the  said  Bank ;  and  shall,  within  two  years,  settle,  li* 
quidate  and  wind  up  all  the  business  and  aOairs  uf  the  bank  intrusted 
to  them.  And  that  the  said  Receivers  shall  give  bond,  payable  to 
th<^  Governor  for  the  time  being,  and  his  successors  in  office,  with  se* 
curity  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  Judge,  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  duty.  And  the  said  Receivers  may  bring,  in  the  name  of  the ' 
eaid^Prcsident  and  Directors,  all  suits  which  may  become  necessary 
in  the  settlement  of  the  trusts  confided  to  them  under  this  tot*    JPne*  ' 
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•UrIi  1i#w«fw,  llict  o«lhing  in  this  geotiMi  thai  exeoiH  ^^  e»rpOTft. 
iIm^  ili  praptrty  or  aaaetty  or  the  individual  stockholdens  from  any 
UMiiiy  which  wght  hava  heen  had  agaioat  tham,  or  aiiy  ot  them,  pra- 
Ytoua  to  aaid  forfeitura. 

Whicli  amaodoiafit  waa  offdarad  to  ha  prialed  aod  aaid  bill  laid  on 
thataUa^ 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Tampa  Bay  and  St. 
iohna  Rail  Road.  Canal  and  Steam  Boat  Company,  was  amended  in 
tha  Houaa.  Upon  the  following  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Branch, 
tha  Hyaa  aod  nays  ware  called  by  Messrs.  Branch,  ttnd  DuvuU  to  add 
lalba  17th  saclton,  **and  that  uiilasa  thia  ruad  be  commenced  aiud  car- 
riad  oa  booafida,  within  twelve  months,  and  completed  within  five 
ynsri  this  act  of  incorporation  aliall  be  null  and  void  and  of  no  effect." 

Ayaa.— Masara.  Ba\ineriiian,  Bryan,  Bush,  Branch,  Church,  Cour, 
Faroandaa,  Sadbury,  Stephens  and  WilliHms— 10. 

Kay8.-*Measr8.  Bell,  Bird  Brown,  Duval,  Elzuardi,  Evana,  Fon- 
taoa,  McKinnon,  Moseley,  Myefa,  Nuoes,  Pent,  Priest,  Smith,  Steele, 
Taylor  at^d  YhigpiO'-'lT. 

So  aaid  amendinent  was  loat. 

The  bill  ibm  passed  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  BapnermaQ  than  moved  its  indefinite  postponement 

Tha  ayes  aad  nays  were  Cdlled  for  oa  this  question  by  Messis. 
Baouerman  and  Branch,  and  were, 

Ayes.-^Mesars.  Banoerman,  Bird,  Bush,  Branch,  Cone,  Femao* 
das,  pent,  Sadbury,  Stephens,  Thigpin  and  Williams — 11. 

Kaya. — Messrs.  Bell,  Brown,  Bryan,  Church,  Duval,  Elzuardi, 
BTans,  Footane,  McELinnon,  Moseley,  Myers,  Nunes,  Priest,  Steele, 
aod  Taylor— 15. 

So  aaid  motion  was  lost. 

Tha  bill  was  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrorr. 

A  motion  to  appoint  a  committee  to  dratl  a  law  respecting  Indian 
depredations,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  resolution  respecting  tha  commissioner  of  the  Tullahasiee  fund 
was  laid  on  the  table.  . 

A  hill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  nn  act  to 
amend  an  act,  regulating  the  mode  of  proceeding  ou  attachments, 
approved  Feb.  16,  1634;  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judf 
cury. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  Jesse  H.  Willis,  to  aman* 
cipata  a  famala  slave  named  Eliza,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  suppress  shiupl.islers,  was  postponed 
oatil  to-morrow. 

Ilia  House  received  from  the  Seoate,  tha  following  roaolution  as 
^oipted  by  that  body : 

Fbbruasy  16,  1841. 
Buolvid  by  ike  SenaU  and  House  of  Representativest  That  the 
Cbveroor  be  requested,  authorised  and  informed  of  the  subject  of 
lattiofp  tha  claims  for  troops,  nosed  m  East  Florida,  who  served  under 
CoL  Robert  Brown  and  Maj.  Isaac  Garrason,  not  to  settle  them  in  the 
lirat  f  lace,  by  attempting  to  arrange  or  settle  the  claims  by  the  nego. 
ciatioo  of  booda  or  loaoa,  but  by  applying  to  tha  authorised  power  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tS9 

•0Mfo  thd  <Mnw  in  Wasbingloft,  and,  on  their  refuiaV  m  ta  d»i  IIm%  iv 
that  case,  the  debt,  so  much  tut  i^  legnlly  authenticated,  is  by  lh«  joint 
nsolutinn,  ncknouledged  by  the  Territory  of  Florida,  wkI  the  Gov, 
emor  is  authorised  to  settle  nccordiDg  to  the  true  intent  and  meaMcig 
of  the  reerilinioiis,  which  was  according  to  ^e  sense  of  thie  body,  to 
hmwe  first  required  of  the  General  Givemnent  to  settle  them* 

Adoeted  by  the  Stsnate, 

Attest:  J.  S.  ROBINSON, 

See'f.  Senate. 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of 
MessTB  Br  'Wn,  Cone,  and  Thigpirt,  with  itistructious  to  confer  with  a 
cominittee  of  the  Senate  on  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  George  Fisher,  praying  thel 
a  judgment  in  the  Superior  Court  of  Leon  county,  agaidst  biin,  upoo 
recognisance  be  remitted; 

Which  was  referred  to  the  CoiDmittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  which  was  referred  the  petiv 
tion  of  John  Wooten,  made  the  foUowiog  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  etgiity  of  the  most  respect^tble  and  orderly  citizens  of  Gads- 
den County,  praying  the  remi^asion  of  a  part  of  the  sentence 
imposed  by  the  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  Middle 
District,  for  said  County,  on  John  Wooten,  an  old  and  highly 
respectable  citizen  of  that  County,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  afler  diligent  inquiry,  have  ascertained  the 
following  facts: — 
That  the  said  Wooten  rented  a  tenement  or  room,  to  a  certain  te. 
nant,  some  distance  from  the  place  of  his  own  residence,  which  room 
Was  used  by  the  said  tenant  for  the  purposes  of  gambling  :     That  the 
said  Wooten  was  indicted   by  the  grand  jury  of  the  said  connty,  for 
permitting  gambling  to  he  carried  on  in  a  house  which  he  had  rented^: 
That  on  the  trial  ei  the  said  indictment,  he  admitted  the  fact  of  the 
gambling  having  baen  practised  in  the  room,  and  made  no  defence, 
believing  that  he  possessed  no  pcwcr  to  expel  the  tenant  before  the 
expiration  of  the  time  for  which  the  room  was  rented,  and  conse* 
quently  could  not  be  liable  to  punishment,  for  a  breach  of  the  lawp,  ia 
a  case  in  which  he  was  in  no  wise  willingly  accessory*     But  having 
plead  guilty  to  the  indictment,  the  Judge  Could  only  administer  the 
Uw  ;  and  the  sentence,  accordingly,  was  fine  and  imprisonment. 

His  fellow  citizens  and  neighbors,  who  bebt  know  bis  character, 
Ddw  app.ml  to  the  Legislative  Council  to  remit  this  sentence,  which 
bears  no  proportion  to  the  offence,  if  indeed  there  could  be  an  offence, 
in  a  moral  sense,  in  the  absence  of  all  evil  intention  ;  for  it  is  repre- 
sented that,  when  he  had  gotten  clear  of  that  tenant,  he  firmly  refused 
to  rent  the  room,  for  like  purposes,  although  repeatedly  urged  to  do 
flo,  both  before  and  aOer  the  indictment. 

Your  committee  cannot  believe,  that  it  is  either  wisdom  or  sound 
policy,  to  say  nothing  of  justice,  to  inflict  an  ignominious  punishment' 
upon  an  honest,  upright  innn,  who  may,  through  ignorance  or  mad. 
Tertence,  have  subjected  himself  to  Ibe  operation  of  the  Ia«r  ;  thereby 
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.  wMkemnf  the  T«ry  inteiitioa  of  punishmeiit,  by  tfisHig  a  like  ^m* 
^race  on  the  virtuous  as  well  as  the  vicious. 

Your  oommittBe,  thereforct  viewing  the  peculiar  hardship  of  this 
OMe,  and  believing  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  Legislative  CcHiocil* 
to  imerpoee  its  clemency  for  the  relief  of  the  innocent,  who  may  be^ 
come  obnoxious  to  i\:e  operation  of  the  law,  recommend  the  remtauoB 
of  the  whole  sentence-  as  well  of  the  fine  as  the  imprisonment— and 
to  that  end  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  subjoined  ResolutioD. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOHAS  BROWN, 
From  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  RFSOLUTION 

For  the  Relief  of  John  Wooten,  of  Gadsden  County. 

Be  U  Reiolved  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  TerrUonf  oj 
Florida^  That  the  fine  and  impnsonroent  assessed  by  the  Judge  ot  tbe 
Superior  Court  of  the  Middle  District,  for  the  County  of  Gadsden,  at 
tbe  term  of  the  said  Court  for  the  year  ,  against  Jobo 

Wooteiiy  for  an  alledged  ofi*ence  against  the  statute  to  suppress  gam* 
blinc,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  ren^itted. 

Which  was  rood  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for  m 
second  reading  on  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  a  bill  to  be  enti. 
tied,  an  act  to  prevent  breaches  of  the  pence,  and  more  eflTectually  to 
preserve  order.  Mr.  Nunes  in  the  chair^after  some  time  spent  in 
consideration  of  said  bill,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  same 
Co  tlie  House  with  all  the  enacting  clause  stricken  out.  Upon  con. 
curriog  in  said  report,  the  ayes  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Brancli  and  Duval,  and  were, 

Ayes. — Mr.  Speaker,  'Messrs.  Brown,  Bryan,  Bush,  Church, Conoi 
Duval,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  Fernanilez,  McKinnon,  Myers,  Pent,  PhesC, 
Sadbury,  Stephens,  and  Steele — 17. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bannerman,  Braoch^  Moseley,  Nuoes,Siiuih^  Tay. 
lor  and  Thigpin — 7. 

So  said  report  was  concurred  in. 

1'be  bill  was  then  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled,  an  act  to  amend 
an  act  concerning  Dower,  was  iiidefitiltely  postponed. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  t<>  establish  a  court  for  the  trial  of  Crimea 
and  misdemeanors  committed  by  slaves  and  free  persons  of  color; 
was  taken  upon  its  second  reading; 

Mr.  Moseley  moved  that  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  called  for  ou  this  questien  by  Messrs.  Du* 
ral  and  Bannerman,  and  were. 

Ayes. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman>  Bell,  Brown,  Bryan^ 
Branch,  Church,  Cone,  Fernandez,  McKinnon,  Moseley,  Pent,  Piiest, 
Sadbury,  Smith,  Stephens.  Taylor,   i  higpin  aud  WilUums — 10. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Duval,  Rlzuardi,  Evans,  Nunes,  aud  Steele—^ 

So  said  motion  prevailed. 

Tke  House  fhaa  a^jaurDed  aatil  to^weorrow  noraiag  W  a^oloak. 
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WcoitssDAY,  Febraary  17th,  1 841. 

• 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being 
present,  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Du¥al  moved  ihat  a  Resolution  respecting  the  Comndf- 
lioner  of  the  Tallahassee  Fund,  be  placed  among  the  orders  of 
the  day 

Upon  this  question  the  ayes  and  nays  were  called  by  Messn* 
Duval,  and  Bannerman,  and  were, 

Ayes- — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,Bell,  Bird,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Bush,  Branch,  Church,  Cone,  Duval,  Ehuardi,  Evans, 
Fontane,  McEinnon,  Moseley,  Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest, 
Sadhury,  Stephens.  Steele,  and  Thigpin— 24. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Fernandez,  Smith,  Taylor,and  WiHiams--4. 

So  satd  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Duval  presented  the  memorial  of  L.  F.  Mosher,  praying 
chat  certain  claims,  for  services  rendered  as  Quartermaster,  be 
allowed  him ; 

Which  was  read  and  referred,  with  accompanying  docmnents, 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Stephens,  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Be  it  resolved  bg  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives^ 
That  this  Legislative  Council  do  adjourn,  siniMlie^  on  the  fourth 
of  March  ne^rt ; 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Duval,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  relating  to  the 
manner  of  bringing  suits  in  the  courts  of  this  Territory,  and 
for  other  purposes ; 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  tbe  Committ^  on  the  Jch 
dkiary.  • 

Mr.  Priest,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to  which  was  re« 
ferred  the  petition  of  S.  J.  Pi  rry,  made  the  following  report : 
Tbe  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
CapU  8.  J..  Perry,  have  had  the  tame  under  coDsideratioo, 
aoa  beg  leave  to 

REPORT 

Tbefbllowiog  Reaolutiona: 

Be  U  Resolved  by  ike  Governor  rnnd  LeftOaiwe  CkmneS^  That 
Capt.  S.  J.  Perry,  late  Asmatant  Quarter  Mattel  Fk>rida  Milttia,  in 
ittuing  ratieot  to  Mrt.  Flymt  and  family,  acted  the  part  of  bamaniqrf 
and  Hi  conformity  with  the  true  intent  apd  meaning  of  the  act  of  Con* 
graeti  granting  relief  to  tuffere rt  timilarly  tttuated. 

Resobedjwiherf  Tbatin  cate  the  General  Ctovemment  refiiaeito 
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•eCtle  and  allow  th^  same,  tha  Quarter  Master  ef  the  'i>Brritory  of  Fie 

rida  be  requested  to  allow  the  same  to  Capt.  S.J.  Perry. 

GABRIhiL  PRIES  i,  Chairman. 
Which  wag  read  m\i\  roncurred  in. 

Mr.  Bush  fronri  the  Coininiuee  on  Knrolled  Bi1U>  reported, 
ai 'Correctly  enrolled,  a  preamble  and  resolution  ia  favour  o! 
Jaones  W.  £xuru,  late  M  irishal  in  West  Florida. 

Mr.  Bnywn  from  the  Committee  on  Sinks,  made  the  follow* 
i»g:  report :  , 

The  Committee  on  Banks,  to  wbtch  was  re(^*red  a  l^il),  to  be  entitled 
an  act  amendatory  to  the  several  acts  incorporating  the  Cen- 
tral Bank  of  Florida,  have  considered  the  same,  and  find  that, 
the  amendment  proposed,contomp1iites  only  autliOi  ity  to  change 
the  locality  of  the  Bank,  which  requires  at  the  handa  of  the 
Committee  no  alteratioir.     Ttiey  therefore  beg  leave  io 

REPORT 

Hie  bill  back  to  the  House  without  amendments. 
Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  BROWN,  Chairmaii. 
Which  teport  was  concnrred  in. 

Mr.  Moseley,  irom  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciurjr,  mad* 
the  following  report : 

The  Comrnitlee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  btU,  to  be 
entitled)  an  act  to  amend  an  act  regulattng  tl%e  in^de  of  pre* 
ceedings  on  attacnments,  approved  Feb.  19, 18S4,  iMive  iiu 
etruct^  me  to 

REPORT 

The  same  back  to  the  House,  with  all  but  the  enacting  rlauae 
etrickeo  out,  a^d  the  following  proposed  as  a  sabstitute. 
All  of  which  ia  respectfully  aubhiitted. 

W.  D.  M03ELY,  Chaimwn.'g 
Which  report  was  r«*ceived,  and   said  bill  placed  among  the 
orders  of  the  day  for  to-moriow. 

The  Hoase  received  from  the  Senate  a  message,  informing 
this  House  that  they  have  adopted  the  resolution  of  this  House, 
respecting  the  final  adjournment  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
Also  the  following : 

SENATE, 

February  17th,  1841. 

The  Senate  have  appointed  M6<isra.  Engiieh*  Livtngton  and  Me. 

Leati,  a  oommittee  on  the  part  of  rhe  Senate,  to .  meet  a  ooarimittet  of 

lbe'H6uee  of  Repreeentativet, .  oa  the  aul^ect  of  tlie  pajraantof  the 

Iroops  oommanded  by  Col.  Robert  Brown  and  Majnr  Isaac  GarrasoB. 

Test,  J.  S.  ROBINSON,  Secretary  Senate. 

The  House  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  oa  a  bili  tp  b^ 

entitled,  an  siet  to  secure  to  the  people  of  tbtiTefffim7>n86^ 
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Currency.  Mr.  Steele  in  the  chair— after  some  time  tpeot  in 
consideration  thereof,  the  committee  ros^e,  and  by  their  chair* 
man,  reported  said  bill  to  the  House  with  sundry  amepdmeoti ; 

Which  report  was  received. 

Mr.  Duval  moved  that  said  bill  be  laid  on  the  table  ; 

On  this  question  tne  ayes  and  nays  wert^  called  for  by  Messrs. 
BrancI  and  Smith,  and  were, 

Ayes. — Messrs.  Brown,  Duval,  and  Evans— 3. 

Nays. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerroan,  Bell,  Bird,  Bry- 
an Bush,  Branch,  Church,  Cone,  Eiznardi,  Fernandez,  Fon- 
tane,  McKinnon,  Moseley,  Myers,  Pent,  Priest,  Sadbury, 
Smith,  Stephens,  Taylor,  Thigpiu  and  Williams— 23. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

The  hill  was  then  put  upon  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  bill  be  suspendeii, 
and  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  this  question  the  ayes  and  nr.ys  were  call* d  lor  by  Messrs. 
Brown  and  Duval,  and  were. 

Ayes. — Messrs.  Bannermnn,  Brown,  Bush,  Church,  Duval, 
Ev'ins,  McKinnon,  Myers,  Sadbury  and  Stephens— 10. 

Nays. — Mr.  >peaker,  Messrs  Bell,  Bird,  Bryan,  Branch, 
Con9,  Elzuanli,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Moseley,  Niuies,  Pent, 
Priest,  "mith,  Steele,  Taylor,  Thigpinand  Williams- •! 8. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

The  reading  was  then  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  from  the 
preamble,  after  the  word  '^Territory,"  the  word  *'in"  violation  of 
the  spirit  and  letter  of  their  nets  of  incorporation,'*  beginning 
in  the  first  Jine  because  it  declares,  what  is  not  true.' 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messm  Brown  and 
Duval,  and  were, 

Ayes. — Messrs.  Bell  Brown,  BryAn,  Church,  Duval,  Evans, 
McKinnon,  Mosele/,  Myers,  Sadbury  and  Stephens— 11. 

Nays. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bird,  Buib, 
Branch,  Cone,  Elzuardi,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Nunes,  Pent, 
Priest,  ^miih,  Steele,  Taylor,  Thgpin  and  Williams— 17. 

°o  said  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Brown  then  moved  that  the  words  *'and  letter''  after  Um 
word  *'spirit,"  in  the  preamble,  be  stricken  out. 

The  ayes  and  nays -were  called  on  this  question  by  Messrs. 
Brown  and  Branch,  and  were, 

Ayes. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs  Bannerman,  Bell,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Bush,  Church,  Cone,  Duval,  Evany,  McKinnon,  Hose* 
ley,  Myers,  Pent,  Sadbury,  Stephens  and  Steele— 18. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bird,  Elzuardi,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  No'ottf 
Priest,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thigpin  and  Wiiliams-«-10. 

8o  said  motion  prevailed. 
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Upon  the  adoption  of  the  preamble  of  said  bill  at  amended^ 
the  ayes  and  unys  were  calkd  by  Messrs*  Brown  and  '  Duval^ 
tod  wore, 

Ayes. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannermnn,  Be!l,  Bird,  Bry- 
an.  Bush,  Branch,  Church,  Cone,  Elznardi,  Cvans,  Fenian- 
de».  Fontane,  Moselry,  M\e:s,  Nunes,  Pen«,  Piiest,  SadburVy 
Smith,  Mephens,  ueele,  Tayl*>r,  Thigpin  and  Williaois — 25. 

ffays.— Messrs*  Bniwn,  Duval,  and  McKinnon—- 3. 

So  the  preamble  was  adopted* 

Mr.  Brown  moved  that  the  first  section  of  the  said  billbt 
ttricken  out 

U|)on  tliis  question  the  aye*  and  nayi  were  called  by  Mesirr 
Brown  and  Duval,  ana  were. 

Ayes.— Messrs  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bryan,  Bush,  Chnrchy 
Duval,  McKinnon,  -adbury  and  Stephens    9. 

Nays.— Messrs  Bell,  ird,  Branch,  Cone,  Eltuardi,  Evans, 
Fe/nandex,  Fontane,  Moseley,  Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest, 
Smith,  Taylcr,  Thigpin  and  Williams— 17. 

^o  saiH  motion  was  Inst. 

Mr.  Brtiwn  aUo  moved  that  the  fourth  section  of  said  bilT  be 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words  **  at  the  first  term  of  the 
court  after  the  service  of  the  writ,*'  in  the  6th  and  7th  line  uf 
said  section. 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  called  on  this  question  by  Messrs. 
Brown  and  Thigpin,  and  were. 

Ayes.— -Messrs.  Brown,  Duval  and  McKinnon,-*9. 

Nays.— Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Hird,  ryan,'5twh.  Branch, 
Church  Cone,  ^liuardi,  Evans,  Fernandez,  Funtane,  Moseley, 
Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  Pries',  Sadbury,  Smith,  Stephens,  ^teelei 
Taylor,  Thigpin  and  Williams— 24. 

To  said  motion  was  lost. 

Upon  the  question  <»r  the  passage  of  the  bill  upon  its  second 
reading,  the  ayes  and  nays  were  railed  by  ftlessrs.  Branch  and 
Elsoardi,  and  were, 

Ayes— Messrs*  Bannerman,  Bell,  Bird,  Bryan,  Bush,  Braneh, 
Chureh,  Cone,  KlzuHrdi,  Evans,  Ferotendes,  Fontane,  Moaely,  My. 
•n,  NiUMe,Peat,  Priest,  Smitli,  Steele,  Taylor,  Thigpin  and  Williams 


Nay»-*Me8srs«  Brown,  Duval,  McKioooo,  Sadbory,  and  Sit- 


So  tha  bill.pasied  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Duvid  moved  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn  until  to«aK>r« 
fow,  ten  o'clock. 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  called  for  on  this  question  by  Messisu 
Smith  and  Thigpin,  and  were  ;^- 

Aye^-^Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Duva^  Evans,  McKinneo» 
llyei%  P^Sttiand  Staphans"  8. 
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Nfiyn— -Metmi.  Btlt,  Bird,  Bryao,  Batht  Brtoeht  Chureht  Efaniar. 
di,  FernAiideZf  PoiiCHiie,  Mosely,  Nuiits,  Priest,  Sadbury,  8niu))| 
8Uele,Tuyl<ir,  Thigpiti  and  Williams — 18. 

So  the  tiititiiHi  was  lost. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  thai  said  bill  be  placed  first  among  the  orders  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow ; 

Oil  this  motion  the  ayes  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  EU 
suardi  and  Duval,  and  were  I 

^  Ayes— Messrs.  Bell,  13ird.  Bush,  Branch,  Church,  Cone,  Elsatr- 
di,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  McKiimon,  Mosely,  Myeis,  Nunes,  Peat, 
Priest,  Smiih,  Taylor,  Thigpiii,  and  Williara8~19. 

Nays — Messrs.    Bannerroaii,    Brown,    Bryan,  Duval,    Ettoii 
Sadbury  and  Steele— 7. 

So  said  motion  prevailed. 

1  he  House  thea  adjourned  until  to*inorrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday  February  18tb,  1841. 

The  House  mt  t  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being 
present,  thr  journal  tif  yesterday's  proceeding  was  read. 

Mr.  Myers,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  hili  to  be  entitlerl,  an  act  to  a>ii(*nd  an  act 
entit  ed,  an  act  to  incorj»oraie  the  Cit\  of  Apalachicola  ; 

Which  w<is  read  a  first,  second  and  third  time  and  pa$sed. 

Title  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Smith  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  require 
specie  payments,  and  to  provide  remedies  for  the  violation  of 
cbartfrs  and  contracts  by  the  banks  of  Florida ; 

Which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Moseley  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarj^,  mtde  the 
following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  refrrred  a 
bill  entitled,  **a  bill  relating  to  the  manner  ot  btininng  suits  in 
the  conrtR  of  this  Territory,  and  (or  luher  purposes,"  have  in- 
strttcted  me  to  report  the  bill  to  the  House,  with  the  following 
amendment,  strikeout  all  of  the  bill  after  the  euacdng  clause, 
and  insert  the  following  as  a  substitute. 

All  of  which  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

W.  D.  MOSELEY,  Ckaimcm. 
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Which  wai  read  and  received,  and  said  bill  ordered  for  a  se 
eond  reading  on  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  secure  to  the  people  of  tbrs 
Territory  a  sound  currency ;  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Thigpin  offered  the  following  amendment  thereto  : 

That  the  words  **4ih  day  of  May,"  in  the  4th  line  of  (he 
first  section  be  stricken  out,  and  ihe  words,  **  1st  day  of  March** 
inserted. 

The  House  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  upon  a 
bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  secure  to  the  people  of  this  Ter- 
ritory a  suund  currency,  ami  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  uct  to  re- 
quire specie  payments,  and  to  provide  remedies  for  I  he  violation 
of  charters  and  contracts  by  the  banks  of  Florida.  Mr.  Steele 
in  the  chair— after  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  both  bids  back  to  the  Huu.>e,  and 
als«»  that  they  ha  I  made  pro^rress,  and  asked  leave  to  Mt  again ; 

Which  Vepori  wa<  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Smith,  by  iCave  of  the  House,  withdrew  the  bill  intrt- 
duced  by  him  this  morning. 

The  House  went  into  Coujmittee  of  the  Whole  on  a  bill  to 
be  endtled,  an  act  to  secure  to  the  people  '»f  this  Territory  a 
sound  currency.  Mr.  Steele  in  the  chair — after  s:>me  time  spent 
in  consideration  thereof,  the  committee  rose,  ar  d  by  their  chair- 
man, reported  said  bill  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments; 

Which  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

The  Speaker  then  declared  said  bill  to  be  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Duval  appealed  from  this  decision,  because,  as  he  con- 
tended, all  bills,  when  they  come  into  the  House  from  'he  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  amended,  should  be  upon  its  second  reading; 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  called  on  the  question  of  suspending 
the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  by  Messrs.  Duval  and  Brown,  and 
were. 

Ayes. — Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Bryan,  Bush,  Branch,  Church, 
Cone,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  McKinnon,  Mose- 
ley,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  Smith,  Steele,  Taylor,  Thigpin  and 
Wiliams— 21. 

Nays.^Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Duval,  Myers,  Sadbu- 
ry,  and  Stephens — 6. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  to  strike  out  in  the  4th  section,  the  words, 
"with  interest  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  per  cent  per  annum,  on 
said  judgment  (rom  rendition  thereof,'*  and  insert  '*  with  legal 
interest,  &c." 

Upon  this  question  the  ayes  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Brown  and  Thigpin,  and  were. 

Ayes.—- Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Brown,  Bush,  Church, 
Dnval,  Evans,  McBannon,  Myersi  Sadbury  and  Stephens— 11. 
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^  Nays.— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bird,  Br>an,  Branch,  C?on#^ 
Elziiardi,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Moseley,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest, 
Smith,    icele,  Taylor,  Thigpin  and  Williams — 17. 

^o  said  motion  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  put  upon  its  passage ; 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  called  on  this  question  by  Messrs. 
Duval  and  Elzuardi.  and  were: 

Ayes— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Bird,  Bryan, 
Bnsh,  Branch,  Church,  Cone,  Elzuardi,  Evnns,  Fernandei, 
Fontane,  Mosely,  xMyer?,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  Sadbury,  Smith, 
Siephens,  Steele,  Taylor,  Thigpin  and  Williams — 25." 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Duval  and  McKinnon— 3. 

So  said  bill  passed. 

Mr.  Brown  then  moved  to  amend  the  title  of  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  words  **  an  act,"  and  inserting  "to 
restrain  the  banks  of  this  Territory  in  their  legitimate  privileges, 
as  provided  in  their  Charters;" 

Upon  tliis  qnestion  the  ayes  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs 
Elzuardi  and  Brown,  and  were. 

Ayes,  Messrs.  Brown,  Duval,  Fernandez,  McKinnon  and 
Sadbury.     5. 

Ntiys.  Mr  Speaker,Mersrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Bryan,  fiosb, 
J?ranch,  Church,  Cone,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  Fontane,  Mosely, 
Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  Smith,  Stephens,  iS'teele,  Taylor,  Thigpin 
and  Williams.    22. 

>'o  said  motion  was  lest. 

Mr  jBannennan  then  movrd  that  this  House  do  now  adjourn 
until  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'elo'  k. 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  culled  on  this  question  by  Messrs. 
Sini.h  and  Evans,  and  were: 

Ayes.  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  jBannerman,  BeW^  BrowUt 
£ryan.  JSranch,  Church,  Duval,  Evans,  McKinnon,  itfosely, 
Myers.  Saidbury  and  "^Vephens.     14. 

Nays  Afessrs.  Bird,  Bnsh,  Cone,  Elzuardi,  Fernandez, 
Fontane,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  Smith,  bteele,  Taylor,  Thigpin 
and  Williams.     14. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  this  evening,  4  o^clock* 

4   O^CLOCK,   F.    M. 

The  House  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
A  report  of  the  committee  on  the  stale  of  the  Territory,  re- 
specting jails,  and  d  penitentiary  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  4ih  section  of  an  act 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1S4 

puMed,  Jnntmry  91,  18S8,  ^tiilp'cl,  mn  net  to  inrorponte  the 
City  of  Appalachicolm  approved  iUarch  2d,  1839; 

Was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  regtilating  tbe  fees  of  jnilort,  in 
this  Territorj  ; 

Wat  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on 
to  morrow, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  aid  the  administration  of  jot- 
tice  in  the  Southern  District  of  Florida  ; 

Was  postponed  limit  to^niorrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  lola  and  St 
Joseph  Canal  and  Rail  Road  Company ; 

Was  read  n  third  time  and  passed — title  as  aforesaid. 

The  resolutions  respecting  the  payment  of  John  F.  Bagan's 
company  of  troops,  fcc; 

Wat  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  for  a  thi#d  reading  oo 
to-morrow. 

Mr  BrowUf  from  the  joint  select  committee  to  which  was 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  ]6tb  inst.  relative 
t5  the  payment  of  the  troops,  formerly  commanded  by  Col. 
Robert  ^rown  and  Maj.  Isaac  Garrason,  reported  the  follow- 
ing as  a  substitute  therefor  : 

Whkreas,  by  a  joint  resolution  adopted  by  the  Legislative 
Council,  at  its  present  session,  His  Excfllency  the  Governor  of 
this  Territory,  was  authorized  and  requested  to  settle  the  claims, 
for  services  rendered,  by  the  tro-^ps  in  Ea^t  Florida,  under  tbe 
command  of  Col.  Robert  Brown,  and  Major  Isaac  Garrason, 
and  to  apply  to  the  proper  authorities  at  Washington  City  for 
the  payment  of  the  said  claims :  Now,  for  the  better  under- 
standing of  the  intention  and  meaning  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, in  the  adoption  of  the  said  Resolutions: 

Be  a  further  Re$olved  by  Hie  Senate  and  Hmi$eqf  Repre$eMr 
tatives  of  the  Terriif/ry  of  Florida^  That  it  be  lequired  of  the 
commanding  officers  of  said  regiment  and  battalion,  to  furni!<h 
regularly  certified  muster  rolls  of  the  serv'ces  rendered,  and  the 
forage  and  subsistance  furnished,  signed  by  the  captains  of  the 
several  companies,  and  countersigned  by  an  inspector  and  mus- 
tering officer,  as  is  required  by  the  roles  and  articles  of  war,  for 
the  payment  of  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  further  ResdBed^  That  His  Excellency  th»  Governor, 
(immediately  after  asrcTtnininp  the  amount  Irgally  duo  said  reg- 
iment and  battalion.)  be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested,  to  apply  at 
the  proper  Department  at  Washington,  for  th**  p^iyment  of  the 
same  by  the  United  States;  and  in  the  event  of  a  failure  to  ob- 
tain the  payment  thereof  by  the  United  ^^tales,  then  lie  is  hereby 
Requested  and  authorized  forthwith  to  settle  said  claims,  as  pro- 
ynAtA  fort  io  tbt  act  under  wbicb  said  troopi  were  railed*  ud 
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the  rwolutinn  pushed  nt  the  present  feMion  of  the  L^pirtntivt 
Council,  which  these  Resolutions  are  intended  more  fully  to 
expla  n. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved^  That  His  Excellency  the  Gorer- 
nor,  be  requested  to  ascertiin,  if  there  were  muhtered  into  the 
$aid  regiment  and  battalion,  any  companies  or  troops  from  the 
^tate  ol  Georgia,  so  that  in  the  event  of  the  United  >iatet  relas* 
ing  to  pay  the  said  claim? ,  the  Territory  o(  Florida  shall  not  be 
required  to  pay  any  nut  her  own  troops;  And  in  paying  off  the 
said  troop;*,  by  the  Territory  <»fFhmda,the  rules  and  regulations 
established  by  the  War  Department  fir  ihe  paying  off  the  troops 
in  the  service  of  the  United  ^tates  shall  be  observed* 

Wliich  were  read. 

-.Wr.  Cone  moved  that  the  whole  matter  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned ; 

The  ayes  and  Nays  were  called  on  this  question  by  Messrs. 
JBrown  and  Priest,  and  were, 

Ayes.  iWe^srs.  Bell,  Bird,  Branch,  Cone  Elzuardi,  Evans, 
Fernandex.  Fonlane,  Nunes,  Priest,  ^mith,  >teele,  Tajlur, 
Thigpin  and  Williams — 15. 

Nays.  Mr.  ^p.»aker  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Trown,  Tush, 
Church,  Duval,  ^icKinnon,  Pent,  ^adhury  and  "tephens— -10. 

^o  said  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Fcrnandei,  moved  that  a  bill  to  1)e  entitled,  an  act  for 
the  support  and  niainienance  of  bastard  children,  and  lor  other 
purp  li'es,  be  indefinitely  |.ostponed. 

The  ayes  and  nay«  were  caHtd  on  this  motion,  by  estrt. 
Thigpin  and  Cone,  and  were. 

Ayes.  Mr,  J^peaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  ^ell.  Bird,  Brown, 
Bush.  Church,  Cone,  Duval,  Fernandez,  McKinnon,  Pent, 
Sadbury,  and  Stephens — J  4. 

Nayd.  Messrs.  Branch,  Klzuardi,  Evans,  Fonlane,  Nuiet, 
Priest«  »^mith,  Steele,  Taylor,  ThigfMn  and  Williams— -11. 

^^o  said  motion  prevailed. 

The  Bouie  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  10  oclock  A.  IL 


Friday,  February  19th,  184U 

The  Hoase  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  and  the  joiimal  o{ 
yer.erday*s  proceedings  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  presented  by  him  on  a  former  day  was  taken  up,  readi 
tad tnndry typogiraphical errors  corrected; 
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The  ayes  and  nays  were  then  called  on  the  adoption  of  the 
aaid  memorial  by  Messrs.  ^miih  and  I'ird,  and  were: 

Ayes — Mr.  ^^peaker,  Messrs.  Bamiermaii,  I'ell,  Hird,  Browiit 
Bryan,  Bush,  branch,  Chmchi  Cone,  Duva.,  Elzuardi,  Mc- 
Einnon,  Mosely,  Nuues,  ^adbury,  Stephens,  Taylor  and  Wil- 
Iiams-^20. 

Nays—Messrs.  Evans,  Prlesl,  Smith  and  Thigpin — 4. 

So  8»id  memorial  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Vlyers  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the 
tax  on  billiard  t-.\bles,  and  for  other  purposes 

Mr.  hrown  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  tJ  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  cnii'led,  an  act  io  regulate  the 
mode  of  settling  all  military  claims  that  have  been  created,  or 
may  hereafter  be  created,  on  account  of  the  present  Seminole 
war,  under  any  of  the  laws  of  this  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  Hell  ^ave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day,  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  (he  Hamilton  Academy, 
in  Hamilton  County,  in  this  Territory. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  Usury  and  Inte- 
rest Law  of  this  Territory. 

Mr.  Bannernian  presented  the  petition  of  Miles  RIake  and 
Richard  C.  Parish,  praying  certain  relief  therein  set  forth. 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Brown  offered  the  following  Kesoluticm: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hepresentatives  of  the  Ter* 
ritory  of  Florida,  I  hat  His  Excelieiicy  the  Governor  be.  and  he  is 
liereby  requested  and  desired,  to  cause  to  be  deposited  in  the  Auditor's 
Office  of  this  Territory,  properly  arranged  and  tiled,  all  the  vouchert 
upon  which  claims  have  been  or  may  tie  sealed  by  liim,  under  Reso- 
lutions  of  this  Legislative  Council,  authorising  the  .^ttlement  of  claims 
for  military  services  in  the  present  Indian  war  ;  that  the  same  may  be 
preserved,  to  support  any  demand*  which  the  Territory  may  make  oo 
the  Fi*d  ^ral  Government  for  reimbursement. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  oj  to- 
morrow. 

Also  the  following : 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
furnish  this  House  with  a  statement^  showing  the  number  of  claims 
settled  by  him,  under  Resolutions  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council, 
at  this  present  session,  constituting  the  sum  of  9  for 

which  his  Excellency  has  notitied  this*  House,  by  his  communicatioo 
of  the         ,  that  he  intends  forthivith  to  issue  bonds  of  this  Territory. 

Be  U  further  Resolved^  That  His  Excellency  inform  the  House  if 
ke  has  issued  such  bonds,  and  it  he  has,  the  number  of  bonds  which  he 
has  issued,  the  amount  of  each  bond,  to  whom  issued,  and  if  to  aoy 
other  person  or  persons  than  the  original  claioiant^  the  authority  or 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


13? 

^idence  on  which  such  |)er8on  or  pertont  ctaim  tht  potMtaioti  M 
iuch  bonds,  and  any  other  information  i  i  his  possession,  relating  to 
such  claims,  so  that  the  House  may  be  enabled  to  act  understanding!/ 
on  the  subject,  and  see  that  justice  be  done  to  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
who  hnve  served  their  country  during  the  present  Indian  war. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to* 
morrow. 

Mr.  Priest,  from  the  Coromittee  on  Claims,  made  the  follow^ 
ing  report : 
The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  8. 

W.  Brown,  have  had  the  same  u6der  consideration,  and  bag 

lea?e  to 

-     REPORT: 

That  from  the  evidence  adduced,  no  doubt  exists,  bdt  that  the  sor* 
vices  as  Lieutenant,  asset  forth  in  the  petition,  were  rendered.  They 
are  of  the  opinion  th»t  the  claim  is  meritorious.  But  the  CommUtee 
know  of  no  relief  which  can  be  given  by  this  Legislature  other  than  to 
recommeod  this  claimant  to  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  General  Gov* 
ernment.  GABRIEL  PRIEST,  Chairman, 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  follow, 
ing  report : 

The  ComraiUee  on  the  Judiciary  have  had  under  their  consideratioQ 
tiie  Petition  of  George  Fisher,  and  ask  leave  to 

REPORT: 

The  Petitioner,  according  to  the  minutes  of  the  Leon  Superior 
Court,  was  indicted  in  1837  for  a  felony,  and  gave  bonds  for  his  ap* 
pearauce.  The  cause  was  three  times  continued  under  his  affidavits, 
until  May,  1838,when  the  bonds  became  forfeited  for  his  mm^ppear* 
auvO.  A  iKirC' facias  issued,  and  was  returnedin  May,  1889,  and  an 
execution  awarded. 

The  affidavit  of  the  petitioner  declares,  that  his  non-appearance  in 
May,  1838,  arose  from  ilUhealth,  and  that  at  different  times  since,  bo 
has  made  his  appearance  at  Court— supposing  that«  upon  payment  of 
the  costs,  the  forfeiture  would  be  set  aside-^aod  that  now  he  hat 
given  security  in  the  sum  of  91000,  to  appear  at  the  next  term,  and 
states  his  willingness  to  pay  all  costs  thus  far,  and  asks  that  the  fi>r* 
eiture  be  remitted. 

Thb  is  the  amount  of  the  evidence  before  the  Committee ;  and  they 
are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  case  is  not  one  of  hardship,  re* 
quirine  Legislative  interference.  % 

BUCKINGHAM  SMITH, 
In  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  ou  Banks,  reported  aa  act  to  re* 

18 
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^ire  «pecie  payments,  and  to  provide  remedies  for  the  violation  of 
charters  and  contracts  by  the  Banks  of  Fiorida,  tt  the  House  uiihout 
amendment,  and  asked  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  coiistd- 
cration  thereof; 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

Tlie  followiDg  resolutions  from  the  Senate  were  read  and  adopted ; 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives^  That  our 
Delegate  in  Congress  be  requested  to  apply  to  Congre&s  for  the  reap. 
propKution  of  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriations  for  the 
civil  government  of  Florida,  for  the  years  1838  and  1839. 

Re$otved  by  the  Legislative  CouncU^  I'tiat  our  Delegate  in  Con- 
gress be  requested  to  apply  to  Congress  for  ttie  reappr'^priatron  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriatioa 
for  the  compilation  of  the  laws  of  Florida. 

Both  adopted  by  the  Senate. 

(Attest)    '  J.  S.  ROBINSON,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Duval  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  a  bill  from  the  Se- 
Date,  entitled  an  act  to  change  the  manner  of  voting  ; 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  called  for  on  this  question  by  Messrs^ 
Bannerman  and  Brown,  and  were : 

Ayes.  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bird,  Bryan,  Branch,  Cone,  Duval, 
Evans,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Myers,  Priest,  Sudbury,  Smith,  Stephens 
Thigpin  and  Wilhams.     16. 

Nays.  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Bush,  Church,  Elzuardi, 
McKinnon,  Mosely,  Nunes,  Pent,  Steele  and  Taylor.     11. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  the  following  commaDi^ 
cation: 

Executive  Department, 
Tallahassee,  19lh  February,  1841. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  FUrrida  : 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  1  have  approved  the  following  acts  of 
the  Legislative  Council : 

1.  An  act  to  organize  the  St.  Augustine  City  Guards ; 

2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  M.  H.  Martin  ^ 

8.  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  enlitlcd,  an  act  constituting  a  board  of 
Wardens  and  Commissioners  of  Pilotage  and  Wrecks  for  the  Port  of 
Jacksonville,  and  other  places  therein  named  ; 

4.  An  act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Port  Wardens  for  the  Port 
of  PensacolH ; 

6.  An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  County  Court  of  Wal. 
ton  County ; 

0.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  vVe^J  Orleans,  Florida  and  Atlantic 
Transportation  Company  in  Florida^ni  for  other  purposes; 

7.  A  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  the  bridges  on  the  mail 
route  from  Tallahassee  to  PensacoU  ; 
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8.  A  preamble    and  resolution  relative  to  the  widow  of  tlie  lat« 
Major  Dade. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID, 


Which  was  ifead. 

A  bi'l  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Port  Le«a 
was  received  from  the  Senate,  as  having  received  the  concurrence  o 
that  body  ; 

A'so,  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Monticello  Rail 
Road  conipany,  as  haviii«;  received  the  concurrence  of  that  body ; 

Also,  as  liavmg  received  iheir  coucurreuce,  a  resolution,  asking  of 
Congress  the  psis^age  of  a  law  granting  the  franking  privilege  to  the 
Governor  of  this  7  erritory. 

'i'he  Seriate  transmitted  to  this  House  ihe  f  illowing  communication  : 

Resoloed,  That  the  Senate  appuini  a  committee  of  three,  to  con- 
sult wiiU  a  committee  on  the  pari  of  the  House,  on  the  subject  of 
«eleciing  a  person  to  revise  the  laws  of  Florida,  and  report  on  the 
propriety  ot  revising  rhe  laws. 

Adopted  by  the  Seiiate. 

(Attest)  J.  S.  ROBINSON,  Secretary  Senate. 

Messrs.  Brockenbrough,  Dup-^nt  and  Pelot,  were  appointed  sai 
Commiliee  on    lie  par;  of  the  Senate. 

Feb.  18ih,  1841. 

Which  was  read,  and  Messrs.  Brown,  Branch  and  Stephens  were 
appoi  lud  to  confer  with  the  (/ommittee  of  the  Senate  ; 

Also,  a  resolution  of  th.il  body,  askii  g  an  appropriation  of  ten  thou 
sand  dollars,  to  build  and  repair  the  bridges  over  the  Ocklocknee  aa 
Little  Rivors  ; 

Which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Also,  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Mechanic's 
Benefi''ial  society  of  the  city  of  Tallahassee  ; 

Which  was  read  three  times  and  passed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to  be 
enlhled,  a »  act  to  aid  the  administration  of  Justice  in  the  Southera 
district  of  Florida —  M  r.  Thigpm  in  the  chair.  After  some  time  spent 
in  consideration  thereof,  the  committee  roge,  reported  said  bill  to  the 
House  amended.     Which  report  was  received  and  agreed  to  by  tha 

House. 

Tue  House  then  adjourned  until  Monday  next,  ii  o'clock  A.  M, 
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Monday,  February  22d,  1841. 

The  Hoate  iiM't  parsaant  to  adjoamment 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  following  commmii* 
catioo,  vii : 

Friday,  Feb.  19,  1841. 
To  the  Honorable  Speaker  of  the  Honse  of 

Represcutatives  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida. 
Sir; 

As  thechai  man  of  the  committee  of  invitation,  on  behalf  of 
the  Debating  Society  of  the  city  of  Tallahassee,  lam  instruct- 
ed to  invite  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  to  unite  with  them  and  the  citizens  of  Tal- 
lahassee, in  the  celebration  of  the  22.io(  February,  and  join  in 
procession  to  the  Presbyterian  church,  where  an-oration  will  be 
delivered  by  a  member  of  the  Soc  ety.  Which  duty  I  now  uke 
pleasure  in  performing  through  you,  as  the  Speaker  of  that 
body,  Your  Ob't  Serv't, 

THO.  BROWN. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  half  past  3  o'clock,  P.  H* 

HALF  PAST  8  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  a  quorum  being 
present,  the  journal  of  last  Friday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Sleele  from  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  Territory 
to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as 
relitesto  the  admission  of  this  Territory  into  the  Union,  with 
instructions  to  draft  a  MemoriaU  asking  immediate  admission  of 
this  Territory  into  the  Union,  as  one  of  the  States  of  the  Con* 
ftderacy— made  the  following  report ; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


141 

The  CotDmhtee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory, 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  prepared  a  memorial  from  the  Council  to 
Congress,  (or  the  recognition  of  Florida  as  a  State,  and  the  ad- 
mission of  said  ^tate  forthwith,  as  a  member  of  the  national 
confederacy. 

It  will  be  noticed,  that  in  the  dra(l  of  that  memorial  now  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  the  committee  have  referred  to  several  re- 
ports of  former  committees  of  past  sessions  of  the  Council,  and 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  the  memorial  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention,  for  the  admission  of  Florida  as  a 
State,  and  they  have  annexed  copii  s  of  such  reports  and  reso- 
lutions, and  sundry  acts  and  docume  its  thereto,  for  transmission 
to  Congress.  Many  of  tlie^e  papers  have  not,  (although  laid 
before  Congress,)  been  printed  by  their  order,  and  it  is  asked  in 
the  memorial,  that  they  be  now  printed,  in  ordt'r  that  the  Ame- 
rican people  may  pass  judgment  upon  the  application  of  Flo- 
rida, and  upon  the  course  pursued  towards  her  in  regard  to  it. 

The  arguments  sustaining  our  rights  under  the  treaty  of 
cession,  to  immediate  admission,  and  shewing  the  wise  policy, 
and  expediency  of  such  course  being  adopted  by  Congress,  are 
so  fully  and  forcibly  put  forth,  in  the  reports  above  referred  to, 
and  esperi«illy  in  that  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, of  1840  ;  and  in  the  memorial  of  the  committee  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention,  that  it  is  deemed  superfluous  to 
repeat  them  on  thU  <>crasion. 

Upon  the  siibjcit  of  the  division  of  the  Territory,  the  com- 
mittee deem  it  unnecessary  to  advert  to  any  thing  but  I  he  sim- 
ple and  undeniable  f  ict,  that,  eleven-iwelfths  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  Florida,  are  decidedly  opposed  to  it.  Many  of  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  organization  of  the  State  Government,  and 
many  in  favor  of  such  organization,  but,  nevertheless,  hostile  to 
the  St.  Joseph  Constitution,  are  yet  warmly  and  decidedly  op- 
posed to  "  division*"  There  can  be  no  objection  to  the  incor- 
poration of  a  provision  by  Congress,  in  the  act  of  admission, 
giving  to  East  and  South  Florida,  (that  is  to  say,  «aU  the  Ter- 
ritory east  and  south  of  the  Suwannee  river,  or  of  a  line  running 
north  and  south,  30  miles  east  of  said  river,)  the  right  of  sepa- 
ration, and  to  bfcome  another  iState,  when  their  population 
amounts  to  thirty  thousand  souls.  The  Middle  and  West  will 
cheerfully  assent  to  such  course.  This  is  all  that  can  be  reason- 
ably asked  of  them.  The  line  east  of  the  Suwanee  river  is  sug- 
gested, because  we  regard  a  river  an  inconvenient  and  tin- 
natoral  division  line  between  States,  as  all  the  country  conti- 
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guous  to  a  river,  is  naturally  tributary  to  it,  and  confusion  in  its 
trade  and  imorc<)iir>e  Jiid  hjsi.icss,  will  1)«-  caused,  by  its  being 
subject  to  differciu  :\im\  sepaiMe  jiiri^duuioiis  and  Idws. 

For  a  meagre  minority  to  p'^rsist  in  opposition  to  the  repeat- 
ed decisions  of  tlie  nrijirity,  inir!  obstiint  oly  persevere  in  the 
effort  to  thwart  tlieir  ui>!)(\s,  and  to  coun  d  them  to  g:ive  up 
their  riu^hts,  (]i>[)!;iys  ridos  of  a(*ii:)n  [):irlakincr  more  of  the 
spirit  of  fuuioii,  ih:ui  of  soiiihl  ropnolican  principks. 

As  to  the  policy,  in    respect  (o   ourstlces^  of  esiabliihing  the 
State  GoviMMinuMU,  and  as  U)  our  alj.liiy  to  sii;  port  it,  xheae  are 
questions   to  b(i  decided   alon*-   hy  ns.      The   peonle  of  Florida 
have  solemidy  made    sdch  dt'ii<inn,  nt  V:\^i   four  seviM-al  iin:es, 
aufl    it   has    boon  in  fjvor  of  **a   »Vi.He,"  mid  ^*  arlmis^ion,"  by 
nnqneslionable   majoiiiips,    on  every    occasion.      The    Federal 
Compact  does  not  trive  Conirress  any  a[>ptHate  jurisdiction,  or 
authority  to  decide  between   the  conieiuliiitr  parties  in  Florida, 
on  this  subject.     They    h:ue  no  antlioi'ty  to  intermeddle,  and 
determine  which  is  abstractly  rii^ht.      They  are  to  be  coverned 
by  the  verdict  of  the   majority  heie.     If  Compress    does  mtiice 
these   questions,  their  legiiimaie   powers  and  duties  can  be  pro- 
perly, justly,  and  wisely  exercised  and   fnllilled,  by  granting  to 
the  new  State,  a   donation  of  lands,  sn flit  lent  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  State  Government  A)r  some  years,  at  least  till  we 
can  besin  to  hope  for  the  end  of  the  Indian  war."   This  would 
be  some  remuneration  for  the   unexampled  privations,  and  im- 
mense losses,  sustained  by  all  ihr  citizens  of  Florida  in  commftn^ 
in  consequence  ol  this  war.     We  have  not  only  been  pi  evented 
from  peacefully,  and  profitably  pnrsuiiic^  our  usual    avocations, 
and   our  lives,  and  those  of  our  funiTn^s,  been  placed   in  con- 
stant jeopardy,   but   many    whose  property  has   not   been    de- 
vastated,  have  been  compelled  to   abandon  it,   and  have  been 
deprived   of  its   use   ani    benefit.     Within  cannon  shot  of  the 
principal    towns  of  East   and   Middle    Florida,  massacres  have 
been  ci»mmilted,  and  houses  plundered  by  the  savage  foe  ;  and 
a  visit  to  a  neii2;hbor,  or  to  a  church,   \vitht)ul  an  armed  escort, 
has  been  unsuf**.     The  country  ha>  b?en  put  back  by  the  war, 
at  leasi  ten  years.     For  lliis  war,  we  were  in  no  wise   to  blame. 
It  was  not  excited  by  us,  or  cominenced  to  promote  our  peculiar 
interests.     The  acquirement  of  lands  which  would  result  from 
the  removal  of  the  Indians,    was,  and    is  for  the  benefit  of^the 
nation  at  large.     It  was  not  caused  by  the   neglect,  misjudg- 
ment,  mismanagement,  or  want  of  foiesigiu  of  those  who  ha\-c 
suffered  most,   and  if  it  has  been   allowed   to  continue  for  five 
years  past,  and  if  it  is    allowed  to  continue  five   years  hence,  it 
cannot  be  attributed  to  any  remissness  of  duty,   to  any  want  of 
patriotism,  or  to  the  imbecility  or  folly  of  the  people  of  Florida, 
generally,  and  as  a  community. 
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Justice,  wisdom,  and  true  eronomy.  would  dictate  srich  dona- 
tion as  is  above  s(i^^<'?^lf(I  of  at  Icasi  ten  townships  of  land,  the 
proceeds  of  wh'uh  would,  perhaps,  equal  five  years  o{  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Territorial  Governnient,  now  paid  out  of  the  na- 
tional purse ;  which  boon,  also,  yi\vin  it  is  considered,  that  no 
portion  of  the  •'  surplus  revenue,"  p  irtly  exacted  from  our 
pockets,  has  been,  or  will  be,  distributed  to  Florida,  should  be 
refrard.^d  but  as  an  equal  «lispen«niion  of  favors  to  us,  as  to  the 
citizens  of  the  Stales.  With  such  donation,  and  the  provision 
allowing  ihe  uliimale  secession  i)(  Ka>t  and  Souih  Florida,  it  is 
believetl  all  parlies  would  he  salislied,  and  opposition  to  the  or- 
ganization of  a  Stale  Government,  and  a(hni^^ion  under  the  St. 
Joseph  Constitniion,  forever  silence*!.  There  would  then  be  no 
pretext  or  ground  for  further  clamor  or  opposition. 

The  appropjiation  of  land^  hereio'ore  uniformly  prranted  by 
Congress,  on  the  admission  of  a  new  Slate,  in  which  there  was 
much  vacant  public  domain,  to  be  devoted  to  internal  improve- 
ments within  such  Slate,  would  more  than  equai  all  that  we  can 
have,  or  ever  shall  get,  while  a  Territory,  in  aid  of  such  objects. 

The  i'oinmittee  have  appended  to  the  memorial,  a  statement, 
showing  in  parallel  columr.s,  ti.e  vote  f<»r  and  against  **  a  State,'* 
in  May,  1837,  and  for  and  against  the  Constitution  In  1839. 
The  majority  of  votes  for  State,  was  one  fhomaml  and  Jive^  in 
the  year  1837,  and  that  for  a  Constiiution  in  1839.  was  at 
least  sixty-five,  in  a  vote  of  four  thousand  and  eighty-five,  and 
some  contend  it  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

The  chief  cause  of  this  difleronrc  was  doubtless  the  hostility 
to  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  St.  Joseph  Constitution,  which 
was  but  imperfectly  understood,  owing  to  ihe  short  time  it  wa8 
published  before  the  election.  The  provisions  of  that  instrument 
which  were  thought  to  f:Ually  eflect  the  existing  banks  in  Flo- 
rida— which  were  supposed  to  operate  to  the  annulment  of  the 
•*  faith  bonds"  and  *' guarranties" — those  deemed  by  many  to 
re-trict  injuriously  the  powers  of  the  Slate  Legislature  in  the 
creation  of  corporations,  and  the  provision  with  respect  to  certain 
Spanish  grants,  excited  violent  hostility  to  its  adoption,  from 
many  interested  in  banks  and  other  corporations,  and  others 
concerned  in  tbo^e  '*  grants,"  but  who,  before  the  session  of  the 
convention,  were  ::nd  yet  are  (wiijj  a  diiFerent  constitution)  ar- 
dent advocates  of  Stale  Government.  Tlie}"  voted  against  its 
ratification.  Combine  I  wif'.i  ihosc  favoring  division,  with,  the 
oric:i  lal  opp">nentsof  State  G.)vern  neiU,  and  many  federal  office 
holders,  they  were  able  lo  a-i^reiraie  a  minority  respectable  for 
talents,  and  influence,  and  numbers,  but  the  several  component 
parts  of  which  ;«//?r>r//y,  \verc,aiid  are,  as  opposite  and  hostile  to 
the  peculiar  distinctive  notions  of  each  other  above  alluded  to,  as 
to  those  of  the  majority  opposed   to  all  those  notioa^  in  masv , 
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l^or  instance :  most  of  tl^e  advocates  of  diviriani  and  many  of 
the  opponents  of  State  government  at  this  crisis  in  any  form,  de- 
cidedly approve  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  condemned 
by  some  of  their  present  coRdjiiiors(the  friends  of  corporations,) 
and  the  former,  if  compelled  by  circumstances  to  acquiesce  in 
the  establishment  o(  a  State  government  for  all  Florida,  ''and 
admission,*'  would  prefer  that  constitution  to  any  other,  acd 
would  maintain  the  principles  it  advances. 

The  committee  deem  this  a  proper  occasion  to  submit  a  few 
remarks  with  respect  to  some  of  the  provisions  objected  to.  Ex- 
cept with  reference  to  the  first  objection  hereinafter  referred  to, 
these  remarks  are  not  intended  for  Conj^ress.  Congress  has  no 
jurisdiction  to  alter  or  amend  our  Constitution*  We  do  not 
require  any  approbation  of  its  provisions  from  them*  It  has 
been  formed  by  the  People  of  Florida,  for  their  own  self  gov- 
ernment. The  dictation  of  alterations  by  extraneous  and  foreign 
authority,  whether  emanating  from  any  department  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  or  any  of  the  State  Governments,  or  other 
tOnrce,  is  not  for  a  moment  to  be  tolerated. 

It  is  true,  by  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  tb€ 
Federal  Constitution,  it  is  provided  that :  *'  The   ifnifed  Stales 
AaU  guarantee  to  every  Estate  in  this  Union  a  Republican  form 
of  government**^     This  provision  is  the  only  warrapt  for  any 
sicrutirhf     by   Congress,   (on   the   application   for   admission,) 
of  the   Constitution   we    have  adopted.     In   the   exercise  of 
their  powers,   they    must    be    confined     to    the   limit     pre- 
scribed by  the  provision  delegating  them.     If  the  iorm  of  gov- 
ernment adopted  by  us  is  '*  republican,"  and  not  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution  of  the   United  States,  coni^ress    cannot 
rightfully  object  to  any  of  the  stipulations  contained  in  it.     That 
constitution  is  the  compact  of  the  people  of  Florida,  made  bjf 
themselves,  and  for  themselves,  and  for  the  regulation  of  their 
conduct  towards  ^ach  other.     As  well  might  Congress  prescribe 
alterations  iiMbe  fundamental  laws  of  the  old  Slates,  under  the 
pretext  that  they  are  not  *  republican,*'  and   expel  such  Sinie  ' 
from  the  Union,  for  disobedience  of  a  congressional  mandate, 
designed  for  such  purpose,  as  to  refuse  Florida  admission  on 
sncb  grounds.     We  are  aware  that  there  are  those  who,  aban- 
doning the  principles  on  which  the  federal  compact  is  founded, 
who,  looking  to  the  supremacy  of  the  Federal  Government,  and 
the  centralization  of  all  power  in  it  as  wise  polycy,  who,  holding 
the  States  but  as   petty  corporations,  would   melt  down  their 
sovereignty  and  powers  in  the  national  crucible,  and  remould 
the  mass  into  a  consolidated  republic.     Such  doctrines,  if  es- 
tablished, might  sustain  the  power  of  Congress  to  reject  our  con- 
stitution, and  refuse  us  admission,  because  its  provisions  may ' 
not  please  th<  fancy  of  a  member  from  an  Entttnii  Wu^n  or 
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Mi^le  State,  or  square  with  the  ootioni  of  the  abolitioaist  or 
fanatic,  but  we  contend  they  are  not  founded  on  the  true  prin- 
cipals of  the  federal  compact.  Congress  may,  il  ihey  choose,  ex- 
press their  dissent  from  such  parts  of  the  Constitution  of  Flo- 
rida, if  any,  which  they  may  deem  repugnant  to,  or  inconsis- 
tent with,  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  but  the 
declaration  o(  such  dissent,  in  the  act  of  admis5ion,  wpuld  not 
establish  even  prima  facie,  the  invalidity  of  the  provision  dis- 
sented rrom-<-much  less  annul  it;  and  such  declaration  would 
be  gratuitous,  and  premature.  Whether  a  provision  is,  or  U 
fiot  valid,  can  only  be  properly  determined  when  a  case  arises 
under  it,  demanding  a  decision.  If  such  a  case  should,  legiti- 
mately artse-^if  it  should  be  one,  of  which  Congress,  by  the 
Federal  Constitution,  are  made  the  exclusive  judges,  tlie  dect- 
tion  of  that  Congress,  before  whom  it  may  arise,  doubtless 
would  be  conclusive  as  to  that  case,  and  to  the  effect,  so  far  at 
regarded  such  case,  of  compelling  a  State  to  acquiesce;  or  if 
the  res<»lved  otherwise,  to  throw  herself  on  her  aUributes  of 
tovreignty.  The  right  of  a  State,  in  all  'cases  to  be  the  ulti- 
mate jud«;e,  is  undoubted.  It  is  a  ri^ht  t!iat  cannot  be  extin- 
gulthed  beyond  the  power  of  reassumption.  Even  express  con- 
stitutional stipulations,  must,  in  case  of  ex.reme  neces>ity, yield 
to  this  right — indestructible  and  inalienable  as  a  last  resort.  Id 
a  case  of  imputed  inconsistency  in  the  Constitution  of  a  ^tate, 
to  that  of  the  United  States,  the  decision  of  which  is  not  left 
exclusively  to  Congress,  the  integral  parts  of  the  entire  govern- 
ment roust  all  unite  in  the  decision  adverse  to  the  State'  to  con- 
stitute any  moral  right  to  over  rule  hei  action,  agreeably  o  her 
judgmeDt;  and  the  invalidity  of  her  claim,  should  always  be  free 
.from  doubt  to  justify  a  decision  against  her. 

The  6th  section  of  tbe6ih  article  of  the  constitutioQ  of  Flo- 
irida  has  been  objected  to.     It  declares  that, 

•*  No  Qovernor,  Jutdice  of  the  Supmrne  Court,  Chancellor,  or  Jadge  of  tKI* 
8t»te«iha  I  bo  eligible  lo  cieciiQii  or  a.'pointment  to  any  olhnr,  or  ditt'erenteta 
lion,  or  i  fflce,  or  poiil  of  liunur,  or  cmolumenl  under  \U\i  Stale. or  the  staiiOB 
.of  Senator,  or  Re|ire:«entative  in  he  C  mi^reHfl  oi  the  Uni.od  Stales  from  tht« 
8*ttte,  until  one  jeur  after  hcaball  have  ceased  to  be  such  Governor,  Justice, 
.Chaucelior,  or  Judge.^ 

It  is  said,  the 4>eople'of  Florida  have,  in  this^invade^l  the  rights 
of  Congress,  and  violated  those  provisions  of  the  Federal  Con: 
stitution«  providingthat  a  Senator  in  Congress  shall  be  30,  and 
a  Representative  25  years  of  age;  that  a  Senator  shall  have  been 
9  years,  and  a  Representative  7  years  a  citizen  of  the  U.  States, 
and  that  a  Senator  or  Representative,  when  elected,  shall  be  an 
inhabitant  of  that  Slate  lor  which  he  shall  have  been  cbosao, 
[Article  1,  Section  2  and  3]  and  also  that  the  provision  which 
says,  ^'each  bouse  shall  be  the  judgt  of  the  election  ratiiros, 
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tod  qualiiicatioDs  of  its  members,"  [Art.  1,  Sec  5.]  is  thiereb^ 
violated. 

It  is  said  that  a  State  cannot  rightfully  superadd  to  the  qaali* 
fications  for  Members  of  Congress,  thereby  prescribed,  others 
prescribed  by  its  own  Constitution  or  laws — that  "  the  Coosti- 
tution  of  the  United  States  has  made  a  provision  on  that  sabject^ 
and  State  Constitutions  are  inoperative  to  extend  or  removed 
the  restrictions  contained  in  that  instrument." 

These  arguments  are  emanations  from  that  class  of  political 
constructionists  above  alluded  to,  who  would  fain  centralize  and 
consolidate  all  power  and  authority  at  Washington.  They  are 
not  based  on  the  true  principles  of  the  lederalive  compact,  as 
expounded  by  the  illustrious  Jefferson,  and  those  who  sustained 
him  in  the  defence  and  maintainance  of  the  right  of  the  States. 
The  following  extract  from  the  life  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  by  George 
Tucker,  published  in  1837,  exhibits  his  opinion  on  this  question. 

*Mr.  Joseph  C.  Cabell,  then  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Vir^^nia,  wrot« 
to. Mr.  JeflTersou  in  January^  1814,  to  eonsult  him  on  the  question,  wbeibw  ii 
was  competent  for  a  State  to  add  any  qualtlication  to  thoee  which  the  Ck>i»tii 
iutionof  tho  United  Slates  had  proscribed  for  members  of  Coni^ress.  The 
queal^n  was  agitated  at  that  time,  in  consequence  of  rumors  that  one  of  the 
f)ifltricti  beyond  the  Blue  Ridge,  which  was  in  opposition  (o  the  adminiatra- 
tion,  would  elect  Mr.  Randolph,  if  he  should  lose  his  election  in  his  own 
District.  As  the  election  of  a  non-resident  would  have  been  against  the  ge- 
neral policy  of  the  State  in  elections,  and  Mr.  Randolph,  it  was  known,  wouM 
have  been  a  bitter  and  troublesome  opponent  to  tho  majority,  some  persona 
wore  inclined  to  declare  non-residence  in  the  District  a  disqualificaiion ;  and 
henoe,  probably,  arose,  Mr.  CabelPt  inquiry. 

Mr.  Jefferson  in  his  answer  states,  that  according  to  h'lMjirtt  impretsiontt  the 
States  were  prechided  from  addmg  any  disqualincation  to  those  contained  m 
Uie  CooftitutioD*  but  he  afterwards  inclines  to  think  they  could,  and  he  thus 
reasoAi  the  subject.  ^  Had  the  Constitution  been  silent^  no  body  can  douhl  bat 
tkat  the  right  to  pretcribe  all  the  qual\ficationt  and  disqualifications  of  thrse  they 
Voidd  ttr5  to  represent  them^  would  have  belonged  to  the  State.  So  also  the  C^ 
sUMion  might  have  prescribed  the  whoU^  and  have  excluded  all  others,  R  mems 
to  kms  prrferred  the  middle  toai/.  It  has  exercised  the  power  in  part,  by  declaring 
mmudisfualificaiHonS'^o  wit. 'those  of  not  being  twenty-five  years  of  ago-  of  fOd 
hearing  issH  a  mtiMai  seven  years — and  qf  not  being  an  inhabitant  of  tho  Stats  at 
tho  time  of  stection  But  it  does  not  declare  itself  that  the  member  shall  notbtah- 
natie^  paviper^n  convwt  of  treason^of  tnurder,  of  felony, or  other  infamous  crime  or  a 
non-rendent  of  his  district,  nor  does  it  prohibit  to  the  >tate  lite  powtr  of  doelsffing 
liUM,0i  any  Mother  disqualifications,  which  its  particular  circumst  ir.cos  maycaii 
for :  and  these  may  be  diffennt  in  different  States.  Of  course,  then,  by  the  tenth 
sanfedment^  the  power  is  reserved  o  the  :state.  ^wherever  the  Constituti  n  as. 
'  siuiist  a  tinglepotoer  out  of  many  tchch  belong  t  tht  sime  snbj  ct,  we  should  consid- 
er it  ae  aesumi''gthe  uh  le,  it  would  vest  the  ^fner  4 government  with  a  maes 
qf  powers  nevere  contemplated.  On  the  contrary^  the  asumptinn  of  particular  pe/ss 
eti^  seeme  an^xlmwn  of  all  not  afjumerf."— [See  volume  2,  pages  349 — 50. 

So  far  ai  we  van  discover,  with  the  limited  means  of  reference  at 
band  here,  as  yet  the  question  as  to  the  power  of  a  Slate  Legislature 
to  prescribe  additional  qualifications  for  members  of  Congress,  to 
those  prescribed  by  the  Federu!  Constitution,  has  notb^en  decided  Ky 
either  4Iouse  of  Congress.  Several  of  the  States  have  enacted  Mch 
laws,  and  rigidly  adhere  to  tbera.  The  lest  clcuse  of  sec,  4,  art.  1st, 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  provides  that:  *<The  times,  places  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


147 

rnnnner  ofholdi'i;;  eit3.c!ion3  for  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  bo 
prescribed  i:\  c^ich  'S  iiU',  hy  tlio  Lc;4i^laiur»)  thereof:  but  the  Congress 
may,  at  an\  time,  by  in/,  make  or  alter  such  rt^trulationf,  except  as  to 
the  p!n(!o  ol"  '^^■h(\>si:!t:  SL,..aorp.''  Several  cnscs  have  arisen  before  the 
Huust3  of  Rcnr'>'o:itTtivos  of  the  Kuitf^d  ^States,  iuvoWmg  the  ques- 
tion, what  mm-coKipiii^ncc  wiih  the  rt-quircmenta  of  a  State  law,  in 
regard  tu  tlie  modtj  of  coniiuriin^-  cljctJous  for  inembers  of  the  House, 
would  invalidate  an  election, but  llio  de^i^ions  in  such  cases  in  no  wise 
affect  the  quesiion  now  under  consideration.  The  only  cases  in 
which  the  power  ot  a  State  LfinsiLluro  to  prescribe  additional  quail- 
fications,  came  under  consiuv.Mli'»n  before  the  House,  are  those  of 
.Barney  v$,  iMcCrecry,  arui  of  P.  B.  K*\v,  both  in  1807.  In  those 
cases,  the  House  sednr ns'\  avoided  making  any  decision  upon  the 
constitutional  p^'iTt,  and  in  fact  c\nrrc<'ly  refused  to  decide  it,  and  the 
cases  were  seUl^^i.  upon  other  groU!.di<  ;  and  in  both  instances,  it 
seems,  a  majority  of  l:>'i  lJon>o  d.fl  not  agree  in  opinion  that  the 
facU  warranted  the  di:;5( 'i-'-iun*  or  d^ci>ion  of  the  constitutional 
question, 

lf,however,tho  c.v.^-c-^  refc-red  to, as  bavin -t;  occurred  in  Congress,  had 
been  exorc^^ly  d.  f/tc*! ;.  '.v^-  --'vly  t.>  the  ri.'i^f  uf  a  SUite  Legishilnre  to 
superavld  qu^Jili'Mtton-'.  jLo  c  'rn.n.<tee  --obiiiif,  such  d(,'ci^io[i  would  not 
ha\e  been  conr-LiMve.  ,i/.o!  <\  (■;"  pnj\i-ion  in  !ho  Constitution  of  Flo- 
ri<la,  ol»j  '(:ted  to,  ir:;t;.i.  ■,!»  -.^  rj^,  •■;  is  a  w  i'!c  d»tr'-'en^e  between  the 
ffuper-eiidition  *.'" -';.,:ir!e  ni  o-Ik  a  'ns-r<*  or.i;i,M-\  eti  .>'tntrnt  of  a  State 
L'^-iZ  "I'l'iK'e.  a'.'-  '.y  i'  '>'  -!e  /■■,  ,  d  j-t  'u  ;>;  ...  o;>j  teed  a-^d  f^ra'>h^hed 
Ly  the  People,  acimi^  in  iheir  io^eni^  t  capaciJv,  lii  prim  ii\  assembly 
or  convention. 

Judge  Story,  in  his  commentaries  on  the  constitution  of  the  United 
State8|  while  combating  the  right  of  a  State  Legislature  to  prescribe 
such  qualifications,  acknowledges  this  distinction.  Such  admiftfioQ 
flora  so  distinguished  a  champion  of  the  concentration  of  power  in  the 
Federal  Government  is  entitled  to  consideration.     He  says : 

"If  the  State,  in  its  pohticil  capacity  had  it,  it  would  not  foIIoM^  that  the 
Legislature  possesrcd  it.  That  muse  depend  upon  the  power  confided  to  the 
State  Legislature  by  its  o'.vn  Constitution.  A  State,  and  the  Legislature  ofa 
State,  are  quite  difTcreDt  pohttnal  beings.  Now,  it  would  be  very  desirable  Xm, 
know,  in  which  part  of  any  State  Constitution  this  authority,  exclusivdy  of  a 
national  character,  is  found  delo^aled  to  any  State  Legislature.** 

There  are  many  acts  which  a  State  Legislature  cannot  rightfully 
do,  but  which  cannot  be  questioned  when  done  by  a  Convention  of 
the  People.  Thus  convened,  the  People  exercise  their  paramount 
sovereignty — their  power  is  unfettered  to  do  any  act,  which,  in  their 
wisdom,  they  may  deem  meet.  A  State  Legislature  cannot  enact  a 
law  inconsistent  with  the  Federal  Constitution,  or  that  of  its  State.  A 
Convention  of  the  people,  may  disown  allegiance  to  the  former,  and 
alter  or  change  the  latter  as  it  may  deem  expedient  and  just.  A  Le- 
gislature is  but  a  Department  of  a  State,  while  a  convention  is  the 
sovereign  people  of  that  State — is  the  State  itself. 

We  cannot  express  ourselves  better  on  this  subject,  than  to  adopt 
the  language  of  Justice  Patterson,  formerly  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court.     It  is  as  follows : 

**  What  is  a  Constitution  7    It  is  the  form  of  govoroment  delioeattd  by  ths 
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If  htj  band  of  the  People^in  which  eenain  first  principle*  of  fandaiiMiital  U«« 
aM  establi«hcd.  The  Constitution  is  certain  and  fixed  ;  it  contains  the  per* 
manent  will  of  the  People,  and  in  the  supreme  law  of  (he  land.  It  is  para- 
mount to  the  |)owcr  of  the  Lcgii*!  a  hi  ro,  and  can  bo  revoksd  or  altered,  on\j 
bj  the  authority  ihut  made  it.  The  lifo-jfivin^  iiriuciple.  and  the  death  doinf 
■troke  must  proceed  fr>>:n  the  samu  hand.  What  are  Legislature'*  7  Crea- 
tures of  the  Coasiituiion;  thuy  owe  their  existence  to  the  C<»iititiiu(ion  ;  they 
derif  e  their  power  from  tho  CouHtitution.  It  is  th-ir  commixsion,  and  ibercf 
fore,  all  their  acts  must  be  conformable  to  it,  or  else  thuy  will  he  void.  The 
Constitution  is  the  work,  or  will,  of  the  People  themselven,  i/i  thetr  orif  inal 
sovereign  and  unlimited  capacity.  Law  is  tho  work  or  will  of  the  Lcgi^lsf 
ture  in  their  derivative  and  suhordinato  capacity.  The  one  is  the  work  of  the 
Creator,  and  the  other  of  the  Creature.  The  Constitution  fixes  limits  to  the 
zcerciM  of  Legislative  authority,  and  prest-ribcts  the  oi  bit  within  which  it  most 
move.  In  short,  the  Constitution  is  the  sun  of  the  political  system,  around 
which  all  Legislative,  Executive  and  Juiicial  bodies  niu^t  r«!Volve.^ 

Considerations  of  convenience  and  policy,  might  well  iofluence  to 
prohibit  the  superaddition  by  a  State  law  of  qiialificatioos  for  meni. 
bars  of  Congress,  to  those  specified  in  the  federal  Constitution*  which 
would  not  apply  to  the  prescribing  of  such  cumuldtivc  qualificationf 
by  the  people,  in  establishing  their  fundamental  articles  of  State  Go- 
Yeroment,  as  they  deem  necessary  for  their  well  being  and  safety* 
Ordinary  legialation,  unrestrained  by  constitutional  regulatioo— de* 
pendant  on  the  vacillating  fortunes  of  political  parties,  is  continually 
changing — sometimes  founded  on  one  principle — sometimes  oo  ano- 
ther, and  often  on  none. 

'I'he  rules  of  eligibility  to  such  offices,  should  be  steady  and  per 
nanent,  not  subject  to  alteration,  te  subserve  the  interests,  er  promote 
the  designs  ot  selfish   tactions   which  might  be  in  the  ascendant. 
Hence  they  are  usually  and  properly  prescribed  in  the  fundamental 
law. 

It  seems  obvious  to  the  committee  that  as  the  federal  coostitutioii 
was  origi  tally  framed,  without  calling  in  aid  the  10(h  article  of  the 
atnendmmts,  which  provides  that,  **  the  powers  not  delegated  to'  the 
United  tStates,  by  the  Constitulio%  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  Staies^ 
are  reserved  to  the  States  i  espectively^  or  to  the  people  ;**  the  right  of 
a  State  to  superadd  qualifications  to  those  made  necessary  in  the  fed- 
eral compact,  for  Members  of  Congress,  was  undoubted. 

If  that  amendment  is  g'ven  any  meaning,  and  if  the  ninth  arttelo 
of  the  amendments,  declaring  that  **  the  enumeration  in  the  Constitn* 
tion  of  certain  rights,  sliall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage 
others  retained  by  the  people,"  is  given  effect,  the  authority  to  pre- 
scribe additional  qualifications  in  the  State  Constitution,  it  seems  to  us 
ca  mot  be  questioned  with  semblance  of  plausibility.  Those  who 
contend,  the  reservation  to  the  ** Slates  respectively"  in  the  lOtb 
amendment  means  the  State  Governments  respectively,  adinit  the  pow- 
er, both  of  the  C' invention  and  of  the  State  Legislature.  The  lat  . 
ter  cannot  have  any  power  which  the  former  do  not  pos-ess.  The 
position  that  the  reservation  **  to  the  people,"  means '*  the  people  of 
the  Uniony*  collectively,  is  in  our  judgment  unsound.  'I'he  peo- 
ple of  the  di^erent  States  having  no  political  connexion  wi  h  each 
other,  except  that  which  springs  from  the  federal  compact,  they  can- 
not act  or  be  known,  collectively,  except  as  stipulated  in  it*  Righta 
«a  atipulated  in  the  9th  anendment,  may  be  properly  said  to  be  «*  re* 
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duned'*  by  them ;  but  the  reservation  of  **pmoers**  to  them  collective' 
ly^  invoWes  an  absurdity.  The  assertion  that  "  the  States  can  exer. 
cise  no  powers  whatever,  which  exclusively  spring  out  of  the  exis* 
tence  of  the  national  Government  which  the  ConHtitulion  does  not 
delegate  to  them,"  ist  a  jtetiiio  principii.  Some  of  those  who  con. 
teiid  for  such  doctrine,  have  conceded  tha*  ^  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  is  one  of  limited  powers,  leaving  all  residuary  general 
powers  in  the  State  Governments,  or  in  the  people  thereof," — a  true- 
ism  inconsistent  whh  the  assertion  above  mentioned.  An  admission 
in  the  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  in  the  case  of  Martin  vs. 
Hunter,  (Ist  Wheatons  Reports,  304)  confirms  the  view  taken  by  the 
committee  of  Ihes^*  ametidments.  He  contends,  *nhe  Constitntion  was 
not  nf'cessarily  carved  out  of  existing  State  sovreignties,  nor  m 
surrender  of  powers  already  existing  in  State  institutions,  for  the 
powers  of  the  States,  depend  upon  their  own  constitutions,  and,  the 
people  of  every  State  had  tha  right  to  modify  !ind  restrain  them,  ao- 
icording  to  their  own  views  of  policy  or  principle."  He  then  admits, 
**  on  the  other  hand  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  sovereign  powers  ves- 
ted  in  the  State  Governments,  by  their  respective  consthutions,  re- 
mained  unaltered  and  unimpaired,  except  so  far  as  they  were  granted 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States."  He  further  says,  "^  these 
deductions  do  not  rest  upon  general  reas<ining  plain  and  obvious  as 
they  seem  to  be,"  but  have  been  **  positively  recognised**  by  the  lOlh 
amendment  above  cited. 

It  is  not  contended  that  a  provision  which,  in  terms  or  in  effect, 
was  in  hostility  to,  or  would  tend  to  impair  or  weaken  the  require- 
ments  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  would  be  operative.  Such,  how- 
ever, it  cannot  be  said,  is  the  tendency  or  effect  of  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  of  Florida  cited.  It  does  not,  in  any  w ise,  dispense  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  They, 
are  still  in  full  force  and  efiect.  The  provision  in  the  Florida  Consti. 
tution,  has  immediate  reference  to  the  relation  which  the  candidate 
shall  bear  towtyrds  his  electors,  when  he  offers  for  the  office.  1  hose 
in  the  Federal  Constitution  are  of  more  general  character — having 
reference  to  the  reUtion  he  hears  to  the  who  e  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution  are  qfirmativ€f 
requiring  a  member  to  possess  certain  qualifications.  Those  of  tbe 
Florida  Confethution  are  negative^  stipulating  that,  although  possessing 
the  quahfications  required  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  one  who  holds, 
or  has  held,  within  a  year,  certain  State  offices,  shall  not  be  ehgible  to 
election  or  appointment  as  a  member  of  Congress.  The  di^Hiualifi- 
catijns  thus  created  with  regard  to  these  State  offices,  is  entirely  of 
a  voluntary  character.  No  man  is  compelled  to  accept  these  offices* 
One  who  accepts  either,  under  the  State  Conslhut.on,  thereby  con* 
sents  to  incur  the  disqualification,  and  as  prescribed  by  the  lltb  sec. 
tion  of  the  same  article,  he  stuictions  this  consent  by  a  solemn  oath. 
The  principal  efiect  of  the  8ih  section,  will  be  (as  was  doubtless  i» 
object)  upon  the  State  offices  in  deterring  aspirants  for  federal  honor» 
distinctions  and  emoluments,  from  accepting  them.  Tbe  **  authority'^ 
•f  the  Convention  to  *<declaie  that  the  people  who  are  acknowledge  I 
to  be  sovsreifiy  shall  net  choesa  as  theiritepresentativs,  any  firea  whita 
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Citizen  whom  they  prefer/'  has  hoen  denounced;  but  tuch  denuuclt* 
tion  niuft  havt^  pr.*'cr'ij.,d  froii?  sciirrfiy  excusable  ignorance  of  the 
chararfcr  a'ld  pMwr.-s  <>{  t/.r.t  body,  dorived  from  liiC  people.  'I  be 
C'orjstiluJiuM  ot  1  ''.:  u.  I. '-i.u^c  its  niiili'jutiun  by  tiie  pi)puiar  vote,  is 
clearly,  not  a  law  in'^^rsul  upoti  :be  p<  ople  of  Florida  ;  but  it  is  their 
solemn  .i^r^errKiit  b^lwrcii  tlicip^-  Iv.^^,  w.th  respect  to  whom  iher 
will,  or  wili  not  cboubO  as  their  (diicers  and  agents.  We  will  in  char 
ity,  imR^ino  thi*?,  wun  of  inturmation,  (»r  we  are  compelled  to'  ascribe 
tbe  (lonunciation,  to  tli.^  Ir-^-s  excasuble  motive  of  deception  and  alarm 
of  others,  not  fully  iuioruied.  by  luo  m^itiuation,  that  their  rights  had 
been  abridged,  and  fettered  bv  an  antagouisticul  power,  exercising 
usurped  authority.  This  agrcennMit  liiu?  miclo  by  the  people  of  Flo- 
rida, between  themselves,  heeund  bv  their  sf  it"  imposed  sanctions  and 
'Obligations,  no  other  power  can  ri;.ii!r.':ly  intertere  with,  or  over  rule; 
*ny  more  than  it  can  over  rule  the  pri.ate  agreement  of  the  voters 
^ith  each  other,  or  the  determination  ot'  a  vot-.r  in  his  own  mind,  not 
to  bestow  his  suffrage  upon  a  candidate,  for  any  cause  not  eaunaerated 
Id  the  Federal  Constitution  as  a  disc^aliiication. 

The  salutary  effect  of  this  provision,  will  be  to  restrain  the  inordi. 
Date  lust  for  office  in  this  country;  to  prevent,  in  Floiida,  the  occur. 
rence  of  the  spectacle  witnessed  m  some  of  the  States,  of  the  otiice 
of  Governor  of  the  State,:  and  its  highest  judicial  stations  being  used 
as  mere  stepping  stones  to  the  post  of  Senator  or  Representative  ia 
Congress.  The  corruption  of  those  who  may  hold  these  State  offi-^ 
ces,  and  of  the  electors,  and  tbe  coDsequont  degradation  of  both,  wiU 
bo  prevented. 

Those  offices,  and  the  sttition  of  Senator  and  Representative  iQ 
Congress,  from  Florida,  will  be  elevated.  They  will  be  filled  by 
men,  selected  for  their  merits  and  talents,  rather  than  by  force  of  o& 
ficial  influence.  How  can  Cangress  object  to  a  provision,  the  object 
of  which  is,  and  the  effect  of  which  will  be,  to  preserve  them  (rooi 
contamination  and  dishonor.  ? 

To  use  the  language  of  a  distinguished  Representative  from  North 
Carolina,  in  discussing  the  case  of  Barney  vs.  McCreery,  when  be* 
fore  the  House. 

^' So  far  truni  the  views  which  the  framers  of  the  Conatitution  had,  beiaf 
thwarted  by  aconstructiun  of  thekind  he  cont'^nHed  for, (in  fifor  of  the  ri^ht 
of  a  Legislature  to  superadd  qualification*^  .  oqIH  be   Ihe   moans  oT  more 

eoropletnly  carrying  them  into  eifect,  uni'•^K  i    r    ti  ti  be  supposed,  thai  ■   "^m^ 

■on*8  being  bHUr  qualijied  ih^n   the  Cou ifu  required,  should  dtSfH^l^ 

him  altogeihcr.'* 

Every  true  friend  of  his  country,  who  desires  to  see  the  su  porters 
ef  political  virtue  and  rectitude,  promoted,  instead  of  those  who 
would  practice  the  systems  of  ^'stratagem,  intrigue  and  management,'* 
must  yield  his  assent  to  the  wisdom  of  this  provision. 

Other  and  various  objections  have  been  made  to  the  Constitution 
formed  at  St.  Joseph,  some,  inconsistent  with  and  contradictory  to 
each  other,  some  founded  on  principles  and  doctrines  entirely  at  va^ 
riance  with  those  advocated  by  other  objectants,  and  some  growing 
out  of  obvious  misconception  and  misunderstanding  of  the  meaning 
and  tenor  of  the  Constitution  itself,  and  of  its  effects,  when  the  State 
Government  is  organized. 
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*¥he  objection  that  *^  it  descends  too  much  into  detail;  it   eh' 
t:roachet  u  poQ  ordinary  legislation,"  cannot  be  supported  as  true  in 
Tact,  by  a  reference  to  tbe  Constitution.     It   is  easy  to  assert  such 
general  fault  to  «xist,  without  pointing  to  the  particular  part  of  the 
instrument  on  which  the  objection  is  founded.     A  comparison  of  that 
constitutiou  with  those  o(  several  of  the  State|  of  the  Union,  will 
show,  that  (excepting,  perhaps,  the-  13th  article,  relating  to  banks 
and  other  corporations,)  it  is  not  more  detailed  in  its  provisions  than 
several  others;  and  especially,  those  formed  or  amended,  within  a 
few  years  past,  and  roost  approved.     In  fact,  there  are  but  very  few 
provisious  of  the  Si.  Joseph  Constitution,  (^excepting  the  l3th  arti- 
cle,)  but  what  may  be  said  to  have  been  borrowed  from  some  one  of 
'tbeUoBStitutious  of  the  States  of  the  Union;  in  many  instances  lite^ 
rally  copied,  and  when  altered  in  phraseology,  only  as  necessary  to 
conform  to  other  parts.     It  will  be  noticed  that  the  details  objected 
to,  are  chiefly  the  enumeration  of  restrictions  upon  the  diflferent  de- 
partments of  the  State  Government — the  withholding  from  the  £x« 
ecutive  and  Lej^islative  branches,   certain   powers,  and  retaining 
them  inthe  hands  of  the  people.     Experience  baa   proved  the   pro- 
pensity  of  every   department  of  government,  and    especially  the 
iBxf-cutive  and  Legislative,  to  extend  the  sphere  of  their  power,  and 
to  resort  to  constructions  and  implications  of  an  unwarrantable  cha- 
racter, to  eflTeot  such  object.     That  *Hoo  much  legiKlation  is  the  vice 
of  R«'piil)lrcs,**  has  hecome  a   m  ixini.     The  statute  books  of  the 
federal  legislature,  and  tho;c  of  tiie  several  States,  and  of  our  Leg- 
lalative  Council  attest  iu  verity.     Our  local  legislature,  since  the 
formation   of  the   Territorial  Government,    has   enacted,    repeal- 
led,   re-enacted,  revived,  altered,    amended,  and    modified   laws, 
with    unexampled    exuberance.       The     imperial    parliament     of 
"Oreat  Britain,   with   the   vast  dependencies  and   colonies   of  that 
great  Empire  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe, — with  its    navies,— 
,  'its    armies,— its     immense    population,^ts    important    relations 
with   every  nation  of  the  earth, — all    necessary  subjects  of  its 
legislative  guardianship,  has  not  made  more  laws,  public  and  pri- 
vate, since  1822,  than  has  otu*  Council.     The  organization  of  the 
^tate  Government  nnder  this  Constitution,  will  repress  this  folly, 
'The  proper  and  legitimate  scope  for  legislative  action  and  duty  is 
^here  defined  and  prescribed,  and  beyond  the  line  therein  marked 
^own«  that   Department  cannot  go.     The   expense   saved  to  the 
"people,  by  thus  preventing  idle  and  unneces^sary  legislation  will  be 
'great,  and  the  salutary  results  flowing  from  the  absence  of  useless 
fugacious  and  unwise  laws,  much  greater. 

It  has  been  said,  that  some  of  the  restiictions  in  the  Censtitution, 
'upon  the  power  of  the  Executive  and  Legislative  Departments  of  the 
*fitate  Governmel>t,  will  cripple  the  energies  of  the  State  in  limes  of 
exigency,  especielly  in  raising  funds,  as  a  crisis  may  make  neecessa- 
ry,  for  the  defence  of  the  State  againsc  foreign  or  domestic  enemies. 
It  is  true,  that  '•money  is  the  sinew  of  war,**  but  in  such  emergency, 
a  reliance  on  the  unbought  and  unpaid  patriotism  and  valor  of  Floj 
ridians,  would  be  of  more  availf  than  on  mere  hirelings  of  the  Slate 
Treasury.    Besides,  no  such  emergency  can  arise.    It  is  the  con« 
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ttitutional  duty  of  the  Federal  Government  to  protect  anA  defend  the 
State  fiom  invasion  and  insurrection;  and  no  resort  need  ever  be  had 
to  its  credit  for  such  objtfcr.  The  services  of  her  citizens  may  be 
required,  and  lor  these,  if  den»iind.*d,  ihe  Federal  Treasury  must 
make  remuneration.  Sitbsi^ience  rinti  inuniti'ihs  of  war  are  also  to 
be  furnislipd  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  period  will  n^t  soon  arrive,  when  it  will  h  ive  become  sa  credit* 
less*  us  to  require  the  end«>rsemeut  of  the  S  ale  of  '^onda  to  pro- 
cure them.  But  there  are  no  restrictions  in  the  Constitution  which 
will  have  the  effect  apprehonded.  So  long  as  our  People  potfsejt 
patriotism,  or  public  spirit  and  virtue,  there  could  be  no  renirictinot 
which  could  effect  such  rei<ult.  If  we  should  become  lost  to  these 
incentives  any  authority  in  the  Constitution  to  the  Legishiture  to 
barrow  notes  q/,  or  to  lend  its  c  edit  to  Banks,  wou^d  be  i>f  liitle  use. 
The  energies  o<  thi;  Stale  woul  i  h>iv«  been  in  greatei  jeopardy  of 
bemg  erijipled,  And  the  public  creJii  injured,  if  tb^*  re^tricti"ii  against 
'lo«inmgthe  public  fjiiih  to  rorptuMtions  bad  been  omitied. 

But  while  these  obj  ctions  hi^*e  been  made  tHihu  coustiiiii  ion  from 
one  quiirier,  from  anotbnr  is  heard  very  <'oniriry  do<*trin<-8  urged 
against  it.  ^*Too  much  power,"  (it  is  ^lled^^ed  in  a  mi.iority  repoit 
of  a  committee  of  tbi^  house  at  vs  last  se>sion,)  **  is  plaeed  in  the 
bands  of  the  Executive."  '^  All  power  is  <iiripped  from  the  hands  of 
llie  people,  who  are  not  allowed  the  electioo  of  bui  few  uf  ibeir 
officers — tbat  powtr  being  almost  entirely  vested  in  the  General  As« 
semoly.^'  Equally  unfouuded  are  tbeste  diaries  in  fact  and  iu  prio. 
ciple.  The  Governor,  the  Sen  itors  and  Representatives  in  ibe 
Legi^lature,  the  Clerk!*  «)l  the  Circuit  Court,  and  all  officers  iu  tbe 
the  Hiilitii,  (except  staff  ofiieerrt,  who  mu>t,  however,  be  taken  froin 
the  line,)  aio  to  be  elected  b>  tbe  people.  The  electimi  nf  tbe 
Jud«>e^,  Attorney  Gener  il,  and  S  diciiors.  Clerk  of  the  Suprene 
Court,  and  Oerku  in  Chmcery,  Serreiary  of  State,  and  Stale  Trea^ 
surer,  and  Comptroller,  it  is  tiue,  tbe  people  assembled  in  conveo> 
lion,  del-gated  to  the  LegisKiture ;  and  ibat  the  couise  puisued  ^as 
judiej'Mis,  th>;  practice  of  a  lar:>e  majority  of  tlie  Siutes«  and  tbe 
4>pinion8  of  the  wisest  Statesman  have  sanctioned.  While*  t«>o,  it 
has  been  strenuously  contended  by  some,  that  it  was  a  gross  fault  HI 
the  constitution,  that  it  allowed  nlterations  and  amendments  to  be 
4nade  with  too  ^re^it  facility,  it  is  urj£ed,  (by  tbe  mmoihy  of  the 
committee  befoio  adverted  to,)  that  the  provision,  tbat  no  convention 
of  the  people  can  be  called,  unless  by  the  concurrence  of  two^thirds 
,of  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly,  *' deprives  the  people  of  « 
valued  right." 

These  objections,  it  will  be  spen,are  founded  on  mere  matters  of 
opinion  and  fancy.  It  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  siitbfy  bjd| 
parties  differing  so  vvidt;ly  both  as  to  facts  and  dedii^  tions.  But  with 
regard  to  the  first  objection,  we  would  observe,  tbat  it  is  to  be  sup^ 
posed  tne  facility  of  amendment  of  the  constitution,  if  tbe  people 
should  find  the  State  Government  does  not  work  well  nndei  h, 
would  cause  those  who  urge  it,  to  relax  their  oppi»>iti  jn  on  the  other 
objections  urged,  as  tbe^  cm  be  remedied  so  easily* 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  yet  il  has  been  contended  by  thtt  opfK>* 
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benU  of  tbe  constitution,  in  every  sec  tioB  of  Floi-ida,  that  such  tee* 
Hon  has  been  done  ii^ustice  to,  by  the  apportionment  of  Kepresen* 
tatives  iq  the  Legislature.  ThiH  certainly  cannot  be  true  as  to  alL 
We  do  not  regard  the  objection  well  founded  as  to  any.  The  only 
tiasis  recognised  in  the  constitution,  is  the  true  republican  rtde  of 
popfdaiion.  A  mode  is  provided  for  the  periodical  ascertainment  of 
tl^e  population  of  each  county,  and  the  equal  and  fair  apportionment 
of  representation,  according  to  this  rule.  What  could  be  more  just 
we  cannot  imagine. 

Tbe  making  of  clergymen,  office  holders,  duellists,  and  bank 
directors*  ineligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature,  has  occasion^ 
fd  violent  denunciations  of  those  parts  of  the  Constitution,  as 
illiberal  and  prescriptive.  The  provision  inhibiting  the  first  spe^ 
cified  ckss,  was  doubtleis  upon  very  different  principles,  and  for 
widely  different  reasons,  from  those  which  influenced  to  cause  the 
exclusion  of  those  last  specified.  We  will  not,  on  this  occasion, 
discuss  these  principles;  but  we  cannot  omit  stating  the  fact,  that  the 
clause  disquatifying  Mmisters  of  the  gospel  from  holding  seat8  in  , 
tbe  Legislature,  was  advocated  and  voted  fi«r  by  every  clergyman  in 
the  Convention ;  and  that  with  reipect  to,the  others,  the  disqualifica« 
$ion  if  entirely  voluntary  on  the  part  of  tlie  person  rendered  ineli^ 
g^ble.  He  can  prevent  this  part  of  the  constitution  from  operating 
upon  himself,  if  he  chooses  to  repress  his  ambition,  h\»  passions, 
^d  his  avarice. 

The  chief  opposition  to  tbe  constitufion,  has,  however,  beep 
founded  upon  the  14tb  section  of  the  13th  article  above  mentioned, 
inUung  to  **  Banks  and  other  Corporattons,"  and  also  the  first  sec<* 
lion  of  article  17,  being  the  schedule  or  ordinance  relating  to  charters 
granted  by  the  Territ(»rial  Coimcil.  The  friends  of  the  banks  have 
beoome  alarmed,  lest  under  authority  of  these  provisions,  such  leg« 
islaiive  action  may  be  had,  as  will  cause  their  destruction.  Wa 
apprehend  no  such  result.  The  utmost  action  of  the  first  Legisla 
lure  of  tbe  State  in  exercising  the  po'ver  to  *'  to  regulate,  restrai* 
fad  contfor'  such  associations,  ^'  so  as  to  guard,  protect  and  securn 
Iha  intei'ests  of  the  people  cf  the  State/'  that  has  been  contended  for 
^y  ^^y*  is  such  alteration  and  modification  of  existing  charters,  as  to 
cause  them  to  conform  to  the  general  regulation  wiih  respect  to 
k^tHu  and  other  corporations  to  be  found  in  that  constitution.  Some 
Inrist  that  this  course  must  be  pursued  under  tbe  impera*ive  pro« 
Tisaons  of  the  constitution,  and  that  it  is  indispuubly  true  that  the 
corporalioQs  must  oonferm  and  yield  to  tbe  constitution ;  or  the  Spita 
and  Constitution  bow  to  the  eorporatmas.  Whether  this  be  so  or 
not,  an  examination  of  the  regulations  and  restrictions  as  to  banks, 
in  Ike  constitution,  will,  we  believe,  show,  they  are  not  of  the 
destructive  and  tubversive  charactei  that  has  been  represented^ 
AloBief  tbe  provisions  in  tbe  Constitution  are  to  be  found  intha 
cbartare  of  tbe  only  two  Banks  in  Florida,  tbe  paper  of  which  never 
4oprafiatidt  s^nd  which  continued  to  have  public  confidence  wbila  ii| 
qpfTfiiiMU  Tbe  existing  banks,  by  wise  and  judicious  legislatiofi 
e^Aa  vith  but  littW  irfittMde  ^  incooveuienee,  and  without  loss  or 
detriment,  be  siade  lo  confc^ai  to  tba».    Nay,  it  is  believed  th^t 
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if  inch  count  was  adopted  now,  with  their  coosent*  before  wo  Uh 
come  a  State,  it  would  be  the  most  effectual  meant  of  restoring  then! 
to  credit  and  confidence.  It  is  alledged  that  the  public  f«Kb  has 
been  plighted  by  the  bonds  and  guarantees  granted  to  them.  The 
preservation  of  this  faith  from  dishonor,  whether  rightfullj  loaned  er 
not;  the  adoption  of  means  and  measures,  to  secure  its  honest  olti* 
mate  redemption  by  those  who  have  received  the  monej  loaned  appa 
it,  can  then  be  rightfully  attained.  The  separation,  in  these  assecia* 
tionsi  of  the  character,  as  offices  for  loans  on  real  and  personal  es* 
tate  for  Ions  periods,  from  their  banking  privileges  of  discount,  ex« 
change  and  depostte,  can  be  efiected  without  difficulty.  It  is  be- 
lieved, that  to  this  connexion  is  attritutable,  in  a  great  degree,  their 
present  embarrassment.  Such  divorce  can  be  made,  and  thoee  coc* 
cerned  in  the  present  banks,  retain  both  privileges  separately,  with- 
out the  slightest  injury  to  any.  In  fact,  the  stockholders,  the  holders 
of  the  faith  bonds  and  guarantees,  the  bill  holders,  and  other  credi* 
tors,  the  public  at  largo,  and  the  Siate  Oovecnment,  will  be  greatly 
benefitted  by  such  amendment.  Full  confidence  may  be  entertained 
in  the  intelligence,  wisdom,  prudence,  and  justice  of  the  first  L^gis* 
ture  of  the  Siate,  upon  which  this  duty  devolves*  Tliere  is  no 
danger  of  their  pursuing  a  course,  as  some  seem  to  fear,  which 
may  cause  a  subversion  of  right  and  law,  bring  ruin  on  their  consti^ 
uents  and  th3mselves,  and  dishonor  the  State  of  Florida*  TVMe 
who  have  such  apprehensions,  must  have  bnt  little  coofideoce  to 
Ae  People.    We  do  not  distrust  them. 

The  predisp  >sition  of  some  not  to  be  satisfied  with  die  Gonstitiitioii, 
is  displayed  m  the  objection  that  it  **  re-enacts  many  of  the  protviaon* 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.^  This  may  have  orig. 
inated  in  want  of  knowledge,  as  to  what  extent  many  of  the  pro. 
visions  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  afiect  the  local  action  of  m  State 
Government,  unless  incorporated  in  the  State  Consntution,  mod  abor 
how  far  the  convention,  in  this  respect,  followed  the  example  of  other 
States.  Enlightenment  on  these  pointo,  might  perhaps  remove  the 
objection.  We  cannot  discover  any  wisdom  in  excluding  the  previ« 
sions  objected  to,  if  they  are  judicious,  noerely  because  they  can  also 
be  found  in  the  Federal  Constitution.  Their  reitentioQ  can  do  no 
harm. 

That  clause  in  relation  to  Spanish  grants  annalled  by  the  Kmg  of 
Spain,  before  the  final  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  which  bv  as . 
cited  bostihty  from  thoee  seeking  to  establish  them,  b  bat  a  proper 
precautionary  measure  to  prevent  fbtura  coliission  between  the  Statv 
and  Federal  Govemmento,  and  referring  the  legal  settlement  of  die 
titles  claimed  under  those  grants,  to  the  proper  federal  authorities* 

It  was  not  to  be  anticipated  that  a  form  of  Government  couht  be 
devised,  all  the  details  of  which  would  s  jit  the  fano^r  of  cfvery  indi. 
vidual  in  Florida,  even  the  most  anxtous  for  State  Grovemmeat.  Thoee 
not  natives  of  the  Territory,  have  congregated  here  from  difleretil 
States  of  the  Union,  and  many  from  foreign  countries,  each  with  his 
own  peculiar  notions  and  predilections.  Diverse  as  they  are  soma 
opposed  to  becoming  a  State  at  present  under  mny  oonstitotion  eoBsa 
desiring  division,  it  is  not  surprising,  greater  unanimity  was  noC  «<•> 
Ukiedifli  die  Toto  given  fiyr  tboratiieatton  of  that  instrament. 
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TIm  ownminae  have,  tb«y  believ«,  noticed  most  of  tho  objoctioiit 
thai  bad  ioflueoce  in  that  voto.  They  trust  they  have  in  some  degree 
with  the  caodid  and  hberai,  dissipated  them.  There  is  yet«  however, 
one  provision  which  has  been  excepted  to  by  some,  that  has  not  been 
commented  upon.  It  is  section  1st  of  Article  XVL  No  Floridiaa 
has  contested  the  propriety  of  this  provision,  with  reference  to  its 
future  effect  ai  ham€f  but  some  regard  it  as  injudicious  m  tending  to 
excite  hostility  to  our  recognition  as  a  State  eUewhere'  We  cannot 
yit^  to  the  force  of  this  reasoning.  It  is  high  time  the  questions  in. 
¥olved  in  opposition  upon  such  grounds  should  be  decisively  and  for- 
ever  settled.  We  should  be  recreant  to  the  South  and  to  ourselves* 
if  we  faltered  or  cowered  with  respect  to  them.  If  our  domestic  m. 
•tilutions  are  still  further  to  be  assailed  ;  if  those  who  have  no  inter| 
est  in,  and  who  do  not  understand,  and  ignorantly  or  wilfully  misrep. 
resent  them,  are  resolved  to  persist  in  their  unconstitutional  intermed. 
dhng«  and  to  dictate  to  us  in  regard  to  them — if  they  will  reckless. 
\y  persevere  in  conduct  which  must  inevitably  lead  to  the  dismember- 
ment of  the  confederacy,  the  sooner  the  crisis  comes,  the  better. 
The  South  know  their  rights,  and  knowing  will  maintain  them.  The 
Genius  ok  American  history,  will  drop  a  tear  on  thepage  which  tells 
of  civil  war ^ and  aU  its  attendant  horrors  ;  which  records  the  sad  tale, 
that  factious  ignorance,  mislead  fanaticism  or  treasonable  ambition, 
could  not  be  restiained  from  the  demolition  of  the  fairest  fabric  of 
Government,  political  wisdom,  ever  devised ;  which  may  also  tell 
bow  that  Flag  now  proudly  floating  in  every  clime*  the  emblem  of 
#ur  National  Union,  was  torn  to  shreds  and  trampled  in  the  dust ! ! ! 
The  same  page,  however,  will  record  the  patriotic  forbearance  of  the 
South — under  insnlts  and  contumely  and  outrage,  borne,  for  a  se* 
riee  of  years,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  the  Union— and  the  next 
will  state,  that  fjrom  the  scat-tered  fragments  of  this  confederacy, 
another  structure  was  reared  by  them,  equally  beautiful  and  more 
firm  and  enduring. 

In  the  memorial  herewith  reported,  the  conmiittee  have  stated  the 
repeated  appeals  to  Congress,  for  recognition  of  our  right  to  admis. 
aion  as  a  State  under  the  treaty,  and  the  extraordinary  neglect  and 
delay  in  regard  to  us.  It  is  not  important  now  to  enquire,  to  what 
causes  this  should  be  attributed,  nor  do  we  deem  it  necessary  to  di. 
late  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  people  of  Florida,  if  fur. 
ther  unreasonable  neglect  of  our  rigbtlul  demands  ensues,  or  if  re. 
fused  them,  except  to  suggest,  that  the  means  of  redress  are  in  our 
own  hands,  and  while  prudence,  moderation  and  forbearance  should 
be  exercised,  there  are  examples  in  the  history  of  this  confederacy, 
at  DO  very  remote  period,  that  can  be  safely  followed  in  the  maintain, 
anoe  of  our  rights,  with  favorable  success.  The  insulting  insinua- 
tion has  been  made,  that  we  have  already  sought  to  "  bully"  Con. 
gress  into  admitting  the  State,  but  the  facts  stated  in  the  memorial  iiow 
preferred,  and  the  accompanying  papers,  show  that  such  imputatbn 
IS  unfounded. 

The  only  measure  now  recommended  by  the  committee,  is  the 
juloptiou  by  this  House  of  the  annexed  resolution. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

AUGUSTUS  STEELE, 
In  behalf  of  the  rosjority  of  the  Committee.       . 
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Re9oi:c€d  hp  the  Mouse  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  ^f^ 
Hda^  That  a  copy  of  the  memoml  to  Congress,  reported  by  Urn 
Committee  od  the  State  of  the  Territory,  on  the  sul^ectof  Ao  admil. 
sion  of  Florida  as  a  state,  and  copies  of  all  the  documents  thoretn  rs. 
ferred  to,  be  made,  signed  by  the  speaker  and  clerk  of  this  House,  and 
transmitted  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  the  Senate  of  the  UdM 
States,  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  with  a  reqeuslthat  he  will 
ky  them  before  that  body  at  an  early  period  of  the  next  sosnon,  (o 
the  end  that  the  action  ot  Congress  thereon  may  be  had  ;  and  that 
kke  copies  may  be  furnished  the  next  Delegate  in  Congreos,  frsM 
this  Territory,  and  that  they  be  printed  at  the  end  of  the  Joomals  of 
this  House. 

Five  hundred  copies  thereof  were  ordered 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  UniUd  States^ 
in  Congress  assembled : 
The  Memorial  of  the  Houso  of  Representatives  of  tbe  Toniloiy 
of  Florida,  in  behalf  of  the  People  of  said  Tenkory, 

RESPECTFULLY  SHOWETH :      . 

That  the  people  of  this  Territory,  while  they  remain  under  a  Ter- 
ritorial Government,  are  in  a  great  measure  disfranchised,  and  depri* 
ved  of  some  of  the  most  important  privileges  of  American  citizeas. 
The  state  of  dependence  and  vassalage  incident  to  such  government, 
without  choice  in  the  election  of  their  officers,  without  power  of  cor- 
rection of  abuse  of  official  authority,  or  punishment  for  outrage  of 
their  rights  by  those  bont  hither  to  govern  them  ; — such  government 
is  abhorrent  to  the  freemen  who  have  emigrated  hither  from  the 
states,  and  strongly  calculated  to  deter  large  numbers  of  others  from 
adding  to  their  population. 

For  several  years  past,  the  people  of  Florida  hai  o  in  various  naodes 
appealed  to  the  National  Government  to  redeem  the  honor  of  the 
nation,  plighted  to  Spain  and  to  them,  by  the  treaty  of  cession,  by 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  provinces  had  deemed  their  rocog- 
nition  as  a  State,  aAer  they  should  have  adopted  tho  initiatory  mea- 
sures for  the  organization  of  such  government,  and  their  adrnJasiDn 
into  the  Union,  as  ▲  right,  which  must  be  yielded  when  the  de- 
mand wos  made.  As  yet  but  little  effect  has  been  produced  by  these 
appeals,  as  the  following  statement  of  facts,  and  the  references  made 
in  support  of  it  will  show. 

In  1834,  the  Legislaiivo  Council  took  action  on  this  subject.  Tbe 
comnuttee  on  the  state  of  the  Territory,  in  that  body,  being  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the  propriety  of  submitting  the  ques- 
tion of  State  Government,  to  the  people  of  Florida,  made  a  report ; 
a  copy  of  which,  and  extracts  from  the  Journals,  showing  the  action 
of  the  Council  thereon,  is  hereunto  annexed. 

In  1837,  the  Legislative  Council  having  been  disappointed  in  tte 
expectation  that  Coi.gress  would,  (in  compliance  with  the  ofieo  and 
variously  expressed  wishes  of  the  people  of  Florida  to  diem)  htrm 
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fn^yiUt  tcft  lh#  adteptidm  ^f  tiw  priliiiibimiy  tnmmaem  ifeOiiWMijf  §# 
filnniffid  wgtote  t  State  Oofwroineii^  by  m  t#I»  #f  liMiii;f.<Afe0 1* 
fl»iia'*-(Me  entract  from  joaraal  of  Council  annoxed,  paga  1^1  of 
joomaii)  pasood  an  act  ootkled  <<  an  act  lo  take  the  aenee  of  tiie 
people  of  tbifl  Territory  oo  the  policy  and  propriety  of  iMceiaiiig  t 
■Mte^'^-^cepy  of  whicliaieliatobefoiiiidpaaieS^el  prinCeddcMBo. 
MOBti  Ne.  9Mof  Hoim  of  Repreaentatme  U.  S.»  M  eoMioik^tM 
€4Rgre88»  bereunte  aeoexed.  A  certified  etatement  ef  the  popular  ' 
vote  under  thb  law,  md  of  the  Proclaaiation  of  the  Governor,  it  an^ 
Mixed,  shewing  that  the  majority  in  favor  of  a  State  waain  an  aggre^ 
giite  vote  of  three  theueand  four  hundred  and  eigfaty-five,  upwarde  of 
one  tbouaaod* 

in  Itei  the  Legietitifo  OoomiI  mta  took  up  lUi  enljeel^  and  4 
eeleet  oemofeittee  made  a  repoft,  of  wbioh  a  copy  is  annexed,  and 
the  action  of  the  Council  in  regard  to  which  is  shown  by  the  ettyaetM 
firoiD  the  jbumale  also  annexed* 

AttfaesanMi  session  a  law  was  paseed  entitled^^an  act  to  ei^'A 
conTontion  for  the  purpose  of  ofjanieing  a  State  Gwremmebt,^  ti  hi 
flMind  page^M  of  said  doeuknente  908,  hereonte  anneixed. 

Slectiott^  were  h^d  m  e? ery  coutity  of  the  Teiritory  und^r"  dit^ 
law  in  October,  1888,  for  the  delegates  to  the  consCftotiontd  cooVed^ 
vwktien* 

In<  Deceriibei'  1889,  the  conslftntional  contention  aseembled  at  SU 
Joseph.  Hereto  appended  hi  a  copy  of  the  constitution,  «•  form  of 
Bute  GtiverhmeM  adopted  by  it,  and  in  beh«df  of,  and  for  the  People 
of  the  State  of  Florida,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  their  pro* 
ceediogs. 

Undor  the  order  of  the  convention  a  special  cemmitlee  transmitted 
a  memorial  to  Congress  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  Florida,  demnd. 
mg  admission  as  a  State,  which  was,  Feb.  20th,  18d9»  read  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  laid  oo  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
▲  copy  of  that  memorial  is  contained  in  document  208,  befiNre  meo. 
tionecL 

In  1838  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  considered  theprmeet 
mooted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  to  annex  Wmi 
Florida  to  that  State,  and  a  select  committee  made  a  report  adverse  to 
the  project,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  and  the  action  of  the  Coihi. 
cil  upon  wbich,is  shewn  by  the  extracts  firom  the  journal  also  annexed* 

In  May,  1889,  the  constitution  formed  at  St.  Joseph,  was,  under  its 
provisiens,  submitted  to  the  people  for  rejection  er  nuifioation,  and  as 
la  shown  by  the  official  statement  of  the  votes  given  thereon,  and  tlM 
proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  Convention,  hereuolo  innexed^ 
It  was  accepttMi  and  ratified  by  a  majority  of  the  people. 

In  1840,  the  Legidative  Council  again  considered  the  subject  Of 
State  Government.  In  the  Senate,  a  repoltof  a  Select  Committee  in 
favor  of  it,  was  agreed  to  1^  a  large  majof  ity.  A  copy  of  this  roport 
ha  annexed,  and  the  final  action  of  the  Senate  thereon,  is  shewn  by 
extracts  from  its  journals,al8o  annexed.  The  House  of  Reprsseotati vea 
lypoimed  a  SeleocCoiniiiittee»  whieh  made  a  report,  of  which  a  cepy 
in  annexed,  as  also  extracts  from  the  journals,  Showing  the  tetieo  ef 
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tkeHoiiMtlmMi.  TIm  rep«t»  adopted  by  Tot6  of  19  to  8»  it  4r 
eidodly  in  fiivor  of  the  tpoedy  organisation  of  the  State  GoveraoMBt. 

▲U  these  documents  have  been  heretofore  speeially  laid  befeie 
Congress,  and  in  addition  thereto,  many  memorials  Irom  citiseBs,  «i« 
pressing  the  same  wishes. 

Hitherto,  these  appei^f  for  reoogoilieB  of  oar  ri|[bte,  and  for  jus. 
Iioe,  have  been  unavailing,  to  procure  for  the  people  of  Florida 
ocarcoly  notice  from  Congress*  It  would  seem  that,  on  the 
stormy  sea  of  political  contention,  the  preservation  of  the  ship  of 

C,  so  eogroMod  the  action  of  all,  that  the  people  of  a  remoli 
itory,  having  no  voice,  and  little  influence  in  the  pending  eoofliot, 
should  not  have  expected  the  consummation  of  their  hopes.  Delay, 
neglectt  ecaroely  notice,  is  the  treatment  their  earnest  and  ropeaied 
ealls  have  received.  Some  of  their  appeals  have  not  evea  been 
printed. 

At  this  session  rl841)  the  Council  of  Florida  have  adopted  the 
BMMurss  indicated  m  the  copies  of  the  reports  and  instructioDS,  and 
stztrads  from  their  journals  annexed. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  asked  to  these  prooeedings,  and  to  aB 
the  fonBgoin^  documents;  and  it  is  asked  that  they  may  Im  printed  for 
the  information  of  the  American  people,  and  such  action  is  earnestly 
solicited  m  behalf  of  the  people  of  Florida,  as  may  prevent  any  poesi* 
Ue  necessity  for  the  exercise  by  them  of  their  inalienable  rights^  and 
that  sovereign  power,  never  extinct^md  with  freemen,  ever  competeol 
and  efficient  for  their  protectioa  against  injustice  and  wrong. 

PROTEST. 

Wb,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  repre. 
•entkig  the  Territory  East  of  the  Suwanee,  make  this  our  solemn 
PlOTSST,  in  behalf  of  the  majority  of  our  constituents,  against  the 
net  of  titfi  Legislature,  memoralizing  Congress  for  an  early  admission 
of  the  Floridas,  as  one  of  the  States  of  the  Tonfederacy. 

They  claim  the  right  of  seperation  by  limits  which  have  long  ex* 
isCed,  and  such  as  have  ever  been  observed  by  the  nations  |that  have 
bold  the  destinies  of  this  country  ;  and  they  maintain  that  so  much  is 
oonceded  by  the  high  authority  of  the  Treaty  of  Cession,  between 
4Bpatn  and  the  Unit^  States,  m  the  expression  therein  contained— 
«^tbe  Floridas.'' 

in  years  past,  they  beheld,  with  indifference,  portions  of  the  Wes- 
lem  Provinoe  united  to  the  States  adjoining  it ;  and  they  silently  ac* 
yieseed  in  the  act  of  national  expediency  that  united  the  Floridas 
for  a  time,  into  one  Territory,  while  the  treaty  received  a  sanction  by 
the  diviuon  of  the  country  into  two  counties,  separated  in  their  ap- 
proach b/  the  river  Suwaaee. 

The  union  that  now  exists,  is  no  where  over  the  Territory,  regar- 
ded aa  permanent ;  it  affords  no  present  or  prospective  advantages  to 
mthpr  section  of  the  country — except  only  so  far  as  the  population  of 
Ihe  East  may  answer  for  a  time,  the  eoavenienoeof  the  aspiiMig  and 
»oro  prosperous  West.  ^ 
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Th«y  regard  tht  diviiiaii  of  the  Territory  by  the  Sawanee  rirer^ 
M  the  natural  and  proper  boundary ,  and  they  urge  the  diferencea  of 
policy,  of  feeling,  and  of  society,  that  at  strongly  interpose.  The  di« 
Teraity  of  soil,  climate  and  natural  resources  &at  exist,  give  no  com* 
mon  object  of  pursuit,  encourage  little  intercourse,  and  lead  to  none 
of  those  social  relations,  such  as  tend  to  a  common  welfare  and  har. 
mony.  They  represent  the  great  inconveniences,  fatigues  and  ex- 
penses attending  the  travel  from  populous  neighborhoods  to  a  remote 
central  capitoK 

We  represent  the  East  as  borne  down  by  the  devastations  commit- 
ted by  the  Indians,  for  a  succession  of  years,  upon  property  and  life  ; 
and  so  far  from  its  inhabitants  being  able  to  bear  up  with  the  expen. 
•00  incident  to  a  State  Government,  many  of  them  are  incapable  of 
gaining  a  subsistence  for  themselves  and  families,  without  the  conataot 
aid  of  the  General  Government. 

In  obedience  to  that  majority  of  the  free  voters  of  the  East  who 
advocate  a  Division  of  the  Floridas,  we  present  this  Protest,  and  pot 
ferth  aeme  of  the  reasoiM  they  urge  m  its  support. 

J.  O.  COOPER, 
JOHN  C.  PELOT, 
MemheTM  of  JlmSemltn 
JOHN  M.  FONTANE,  of  St.  Johns; 
BUCKINGHAM  SMITH,  of  St  Johns; 
GABRIEL  PRIEST,  of  Duval ; 
S.  D.FERNANDEZ;      «^ 
J.  L.  THIGPIN,  of  Nassau  ; 
Vi.  H.  WILLIAMS,  ofMusquito; 

Members  of  the  Hoiue. 

Mr.DttTal  from  a  select  committee  made  the  following  report: 

Tlie  committee  who  was  authorised  to  ascertain  the  value  of  tho 

printings  for  the  year  1841.     Guided  by  the  prices  paid  for  such 

printing  during  the  three  previous  years,  have  had  the  same  under 

oonsideration,  and  aak  leave  to 

REPORT 

In  the  Journals  of  1688,  no  price  seemed  to  be  fixed  on  by  the  re- 
)K>rt  of  a  oontract,  without  any  prices  being  stated.  In  1880,  it 
seems  to  your  committee  that  four  cents  per  hundred  words  was  al- 
lowed for  the  miscxslianeous  printings,  and  four  dollars  per  page  waa 
allowed  for  the  printing  of  the  laws  and  Journals  of  the  Council.  In 
1840,  the  prices  seemed  somev'bat  lowered  in  the  printing  of  tb« 
tiswe  and  Journals.  Your  committee,  however,  has  devot^  much 
lime  to  ascertain  the  proper  value  of  the  printing  for  the  present  year, 
and  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  four  cents  per  hundred  words 
for  fifty  copies,  and  four  dollars  per  page,  for  the  printing  of  the 
Lawe  and  Journals  of  the  Council,  would  be  a  fair  estimate.  Tour 
committee  have  examined  an  account  laid  before  them  by  the  prin^ 
ters  of  the  miscellaneous  printing,  up  the  to  17th  of  the  present  month, 
and  making  several  calculations  found  them  cone^  and  would  re. 
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iocb  pricif  (•  Ui«  CoMfMNiifttioQ. 
Rteptctfullj  aubmitted. 

A.  F.  DUVAU  Chaitwum. 

Whkh  was  read  and  referred  to  the  compeosatjoii  committee. 

Mr.  Mosely  made  the  followiDg  report : 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  refei  red  the  petitko 
of  Uie  idroioistratera  of  Miles  Blake  and  Richard  C.  Parish,  asking  for 
authority  to  make  title  to  certain  lots  of  land  therein  oieationed«  have . 
inatructed  me  to  report  the  following  bill,  entitled  **  A  bill  to  authorise 
the  administrators  of  Miles  Blake  and  Richard  C.  Parian  to  make  title 
to  certain  property  therein  oMotioned.*'    All  which  is  respectfiilly 


WM.  D.  MOSELEY.  Chm'n. 

Which  was  read. 

Said  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  and  ordered  br  Uy- 
i»Qrrow. 

Mr;  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Thompson  k  BMfpmr 
attorneys  at  kw,  praying  that  an  account  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

WUch  was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Jndi- 
dary. 

Mr.  BeR  pursuant  to  previous  notice  asked  ai^d  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
Academy  in  the  county  of  Hamilton. 

Which  was  read  a  first,  second  and  tbirri  time  and  passed. 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

Mr.  Itrown  introduced  the  following  bill,  vis  • 

A  biH  to.  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
a  Uommbsioner  to  settle  all  Military  claims  arising  under  any 
iav  of  this  Territory,  since  the  commencement  of  the  war  wim 
the  Seminole  Indians  and  for  other  purposes. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-mor- 
row. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  this  Honse  the 
following  communication. 

ExBCUVrVB  DsrAATUlfT,        > 

Tallahassee,  February  23,  1849*  } 
To  tAeXtgtsUiM  CMikri/  of  FloriAt : 

SInoe  my  late  message  upon  the  subject  ot  Colonel  Robert 
Brt>wn*s  and  Major  Isaac  Garrison's  claims  in  behalf  of  their  reg-' 
iment  and  battalion,  and  ailer  the  Council  had  refused  to  talni 
action  thereon,  I  was  applied  to  in  the  most  earnest  manner  to 
issue  the  bonds,  which  the  Council  bad  been  informed  by  a  mea* 
laM  I  was  prepared  to  axecutew 

In  tilt uOimcei, however.  Ibid  receive thi  Meloaid  latter 
from  the  Hon.  Madison  C.  t^iTiogstoni  which  is  herewith  trn/h 
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knitted  to  the  Cooocil  with  letters  from  the  Hon.  J.  C.  Pelot,  !• 
G.  Cooper,  and  others,  members  of  the  Council  from  East 
Florida. 

I  sub  Tiit  to  the  Legislative  Council,  if  it  might  not  be  proper,be- 
fore  the  Executive  complies  with  the  resolutions  already  adopted, 
to  cause  an  investigation  to  be  made  into  the  imputatations  and 
charges  contained  in  the  communication  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Liv* 
ingston. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  due  to  the  claimants  to  the  parties  as- 
sailing and  defending  them,  and  to  the  charactejr  of  East  Floi^ida. 

The  investigation  might  be  made  by  a  commissioner  or  com- 
missioners to  be  appointed  by ''the  Legislative  Council,  or  the 
Executive. 

If  these  claims  be  just,  as  the  resolutions  recently  passed  una- 
imously  by  the  Legislative  Council  suppose  them  to  be,  they 
should  be  promptly  and  immediately  settled,  if  they  are  unjust 
let  those  who  are  in  possession  of  the  proofs,  have  an  opporto- 
Bity  to  present  them. 

I  have  requested  the  House  to  transmit  to  your  honorable 
body,  the  original  correspondence  (after  having  read  the  same) 
for  your  information. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read  and  with  the  accopanying  letters  ordered  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  Senate. 

Also  the  following, 

Executive  Department, 
Tallahassee,  22d  February,  1841. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

It  is  known  to  you  that  Hamon  G.  Harlan  was  broken  tip  and  hifl 
family  murdered  during  the  past  year  by  the  Indians  ;  he  has  requet. 
ted  me  to  apply  to  you,  in  his  bd)alf,  for  your  friendly  interposition 
with  Congress,  for  bis  relief — he  States  the  amount  of  his  losses  lo 
be  four  thousand  dollars,  ($4,000.) 

ROBERT  RATiMOND  REID, 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Also  the  ioUowing, 

Executive  Department,  ) 
Tallahassee,  22d  February,  1841.      J 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  herewith  return  an  act  eoncemtng  lodiaa  depredaUoOB,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  in  the  first  section,  the  Governor  and  Le* 
gislative  Council  are  authorised  to  appoint  *<  by  annually!*  a  Board 
of  Commissioners,  and  so  ibrth  ;  which  it  is  presumed,  is  a  mistake, 
it  intended  to  read  ^  UennuHly^  that  would  be  impraeticable,  as  Urn 
L«egis]ative  Council  sits  but  once  a  year. 

When  the  ercmr  correetion  is  made,  the  act  will  be  apprevei. 
ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
21 
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Which  was  read  and  orderd  to  be  traDimitted  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorise  the  Brunswick  amf 
Florida  Rail  Road  Compaay,  incorporated  by  the  Lfegislatine 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  construct  a  Rail  Koad  through  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  was  received  from  the  Senate  with  their 
concurrence,  after  they  had  amended  it. 

Which  amendroenu  were  adopted  by  the  House,  and  said 
Ull  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  a  Memorial  to  Congress 
for  Mail  Routes,  &c.  with  amendments ;  and  also,  with  the  in- 
formation that  they  had  adopted  the  same. 

Which  amendmeuu  were  agreid  to  and  said  bill  ordered  to 
be  enrolled. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Benj.  G.  Thorn- 
ton was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  relating  to  the  manner  of  bring 
ing  suiu  in  the  Courts  of  this  Territory  and  for  other  purposes. 

Was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  tor  a  third  reading  on 
to-morrow* 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Tampa  Bay  and 
Sl  Johns  Rail  Road,  Caoal^and  Steam  Boat  Company, 

Was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Title  as  aforesaid. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  suppress  shin  plasters  was  laid 
on.  the  table. 

A  Resolution  relative  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Tallahassee 
Fond,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  Resolution  in  favor  of  S;  J.  Perry  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  ten  o'- 
clock. 


TuxtoAT,  February  23d,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  A  quorum  being 
{Present,  the  journal  ofyesterdav's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Duval  presented  the  petition  of  R.  C.  Ragland,  praying 
that  he  be  relieved  from  certain  punishment  to  which  he  was 
sentenced  by  the  Superior  Court  of  Leon  County ; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee ; 

JfiMiru  Dnvaly  Thigpin^  and  Bryan,  were  appointed  add 
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Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Ann  F-  Perrinc,  prayiog 
that  she  be  appointed  Trustee,  (in  the  place  of  her  deceased 
husband,)  of  the  Tropical  Plant  Company ; 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Brown,  Steele  ami  Pent. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory, 
made  the  following  Minority  Report,  viz : 
The  Chairmau  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territory,  f«r 
■o  much  therein,  arisiog  on  the  subjects  of  the  formation  of  a  State, 
the  Constitution  of  Saint  Joseph,  and  the  Division  of  the  Territo- 
ry, asks  leave  to  present  the  following 

REPORT : 

The  boundaries  which  once  defined  Florida,  have  been  gradually 
drawn  from  over  a  vast  extent  of  country,  until  it  is  now  included 
within  th('  Ocean  and  the  River  Perdido.  A  still  extensive  Ternto. 
ry,  an  increasing  population,  and  a  great  policy  urge  a  further  de* 
clension  of  the  limits,  and  also  a  Government  separate  and  indepen- 
dent for  the  Peninsula — apart  from  the  contiguous  country.  The 
region  of  the  more  southern  portion  has  been  explored  within  the 
few  years  of  war  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  a  knowledge  ha/i  been 
thus  obtained  of  its  fertile  suil,  of  which  there  existed  at  the  time  no 
previous  information. 

Of  the  neighborhoods  of  Saint  Augustine,  thence  southward,  some- 
way  along  the  coast,  and  for  many  tn^lss  up  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Samt  Johns,  the  English  during  the  twenty  years  they  held  possession, 
cultivated  the  soil  to  advantage,  and  the  ceuntry  had  a  more  numer- 
ous population  than  it  has  probably  possessed  at  any  other  time.  To 
the  W^t  of  the  Suwanee  river,  over  the  country  of  Middle  Florida, 
had  existed  a  Spanish  colony  mire  numerous,  than  at  present  dwell 
upon  it :  its  history  and  fate  are  perpetuated  in  the  evidence  of  ex- 
tensive fields,  and  many  conflagrated  dwellings.  This  was  doubtless 
the  country  of  <*  Apalachia,"  the  same  which  was  ravaged  near  a 
century  and  a  half  since,  the  fertility  and  beauty  of  which  seems  to 
have  faded  from  the  me>nory  of  the  Spaniards. 

For  a  third  time  was  Florida  advancing  towards  a  general  settle- 
ment, when  in  the  year  1836,  the  peninsula  was  again  hurried  back 
into  a  state  of  nature.  A  singular  history  has  been  hers  ;  but  wheth- 
er under  Spain,  England  or  the  United  States — however  variant  may 
have  been  their  policies — the  inhabitants  have  been  succesafut,  and 
the  cou'itry  has  flourished.  Middle  and  West  Florida,  notvvithataod- 
ing  some  injuries  inflicted  by  the  Indians,  and  the  many  evils  entailed 
by  artificial  embarrassments,  continue  to  gain  in  popuUiion,  and  their 
plantations  yield  their  increase.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  hour  of  , 
depression  with  the  East ;  the  savages  have  over-run  it,  and  the  in* 
habitants  who  have  not  left  the  country,  or  been  destroyed,  are  bear« 
ing  arms  in  the  camp;  some  are  collected  in  the  towns  with  the  re* 
mains  of  their  property,  aad  many  of  them  are  bring  upon  the  boun« 
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ty  of  the  Govorament.  Under  these  circumstaDceSy  the  people  o/ 
the  Middle  and  West  call  for  the  formation  of  a  State  Govemroeot^ 
If  hich  the  people  of  the  East  as  loudly  refuse,  and  in  urging  their  des- 
titute condition,  they  point  to  the  natural  division  of  the  country,  the 
separate  administration  under  Spain,  and  forcibly  ur^e  the  wide  dif« 
ference  in  their  manners  and  their  character,  the  extent,  the  confbr- 
mation  of  the  country,  and  the  distance  of  its  extremes  assunder. 
This  was,  on  one  occasion,  the  language  of  their  petition  and  remoo* 
strance  addressed  to  the  Congress: 

*•  From  the  early  settlement  of  this  country,  the  Territoiy  known 
as  Florida,  was  divided  into  two  provinces,  one  upon  the  East,  and 
the  other  upon  the  West  side  of  the  Apalachicola  river,  being  the  (tt 
vision  of  two  separate  and  distinct  Civil  Governments,  which  division 
thus  early  made  was  found  so  advantageous,  both  to  the  Supreme 
Government  and  to  the  inhabitants,  that  it  remained  unchanged  thro' 
the  revolutions  which  transferred  the  dominion  of  these  Provinces  to 
Great  Britam  and  back  again  to  Spain. 

"In  the  TVeaty  of  Cession  which  conveyed  the  Floridas  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  the  country  is  distinctly  described  as  that 
known  by  the  names  of  *•  East  and  West  Florida,"  which  term  re. 
cognizes  two  separate  provinces,  each  of  them  being  then  governed 
by  a  separate  authority  independent  of  the  the  other. 

"  Upon  taking  possession  of  the  country,  the  General  Government 
of  the  United  States,  for  motives  which  they,  at  the  time,  contidered 
expedient,  united  East  and  West  Florida  under  one  temporary  Terri* 
torial  Government ;  but  by  an  ordinance  of  the  first  Amencaa  Got- 
emor,  the  country  was  divided  at  the  Suwanee  river,  into  two  coud* 
ties  called  Saint  Johns  and  ^Escambia,  and  a  portion  of  the  Temte. 
ry  formerly  known  as  West  Florida,  had  been  previously  incorpora- 
ted  into  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  and  as  the  Suwanee 
had  always  been  the  division  of  the  military  government  of  East  and 
West  Florida,we  considered  that  this  act  established  the  division  line 
to  serve  for  all  future  purposes  ;  and  therefore  the  neglect  of  theori- 
ginal  inhabitants  of  the  country  to  enter  heretofore  a  formal  protest 
against  the  union  of  the  two  provinces,  cannot  be  construed  into  an 
acquiescence  on  their^part,  or  an  evidence  that  they  have  not  con- 
tinqed  to  desire  an  adherence  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Treaty. 

"  A  country  situated  like  the  Floridas,  being  about  seven  hundred 
miles  long  from  the  Perdido  rtvor  to  Cape  Sable,  (without  including 
the  Islands  extending  a  still  greater  distance,)  and  seldom  equaling 
one  hundred  miles  in  brciidth,  at  any  point,  is  inconveniently  exten* 
sive  for  a  sin|;le  Territorial  Government,  in  as  much  as  the  wants  and 
wishes  of  a  people  covering  a  country  so  diversified  in  soil,  citmato 
and  natural  resources,  roust  be  widely  diflTerent,  and  great  inconver 
Dience  must  always  arise  from  the  delays  and  expense  attendant  up* 
on  long  journeys  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  which  difficulties  and 
injurious  consequences  have  for  years  been  severely  fel^ 

**Our  desire  for  the  separation  of  East  and  West  Florida  into  twe 
separate  Governments,  proceeds  from  no  excitement  caused  by  the 
irritation  of  sectional  feelings,  or  jealousy  of  oiher  portions  ef  the 
Territory ;  but  frem  a  long  considered,  and  Stm  convictien  of  the 
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•ity  of  the  measure,  based  upon  an  experience  of  eighteen  jearsi 
during  which  time  the  inhabitants  of  East  Flori(ja  have  suffered  great 
and  continued  hardships  from  the  distance  oi'tiie  seat  ofGovernmenty 
and  from  the  enactment  of  laws,  which,  however  salutary,  or  well 
adapted  to  other  sections  of  tlie  Territory,  differently  situated,  have 
been  onerous  and  injurious  to  us,  and  inimical  to  our  interest. 

"Therefore,  we,  representing  the  peculiar  geographical  outline  or 
boundaries  of  Florida,  which,  from  its  first  discovery  caused  it  to  be 
divided  into  two  provinces ;  and  the  extent  of  its  ar^ea  in  square 
miles,  which  designs  it  by  nature  rather  for  two  Territories  than  for 
one:  and  the  difficulties  which  have  thus  far,  and  which  must  here- 
after  be  incident  to  a  concentration  of  one  single  authority  over  a 
whole,  so  extensive  \n  its  parts,  and  diversified  in  its  interests,  pray 
that  Congress  will  take  into  its  serious  consideration,  the  propriety, 
the  justice,  and  the  sound  policy,  of  restoring  East  Florida  her  inde- 
pendent government,  by  erecting  into  a  separate  Territory  that  por- 
tion of  Florida  lying  East  of  the  Suwannee  River,  including  the  Pe- 
ninsula and  the  Islands  thereunto  appertaining." 

A  majority  of  the  people  of  the  East  maintain  an  unwavering  oppo* 
sition  to  a  State  Government ;  and  their  numbers  are  full  and  undi- 
minished. Under  the  law  of  the  year  1837,  the  County  of  Saint 
Johns  cast  its  vote  to  a  man,'  against  the  Territory  becoming  a  State* 
A  Convention  was  called,  and  a  Constitution  was  made,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  people.  In  the  East  it  found  but  little  openly  to  con- 
tend with.  From  the  votes  of  *«  Constitution,"*  or  "No  Constitu- 
tion," which  were  subsequently  cast,  an  opinion  should  not  be  en- 
tertained of  a  decreased  voice  in  the  East  against  a  State  Govern- 
ment, neither  of  the  unpopularity  of  the  instrument. 

Some  voted  for  it,  who  had  witnessed  or  knew  the  desire  of 
the  Middle  and  West  to  form  a  State  and  looked  for  a  non-accept- 
ance to  lead  only  to  the  formation  of  a  bill  of  rights,  less  friendly  to 
public  libert}  :  others  who  were  positively  inimical  to  its  principles 
joined  with  the  unwavering  number  who,  finding  no  fault,  looked  only 
to  the  defeat  of  a  State  Government.  In  this  regard,  the  minority  of 
the  Committee  cannot  consider  it  a  duty  to  proceed  farther  ;  but  the 
subject  may  be  profitably  considered  in  tracing  the  private  interests 
and  political  connexioi's,  which,  through  public  legislation,  for  a 
number  of  years,  has  misguided  and  embarrassed  the  affairs  of  the 
Territory. 

It  has,  however,  been  said,  by  a  respectable  opponent  of  the  Con- 
stitution, that  too  much  power  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive; 
and  that  all  power  is  stripped  from  the  people.  An  objection  so 
comprehensive,  may  be  supposed  to  mean  powers  that  are  unusual ; 
and  a  reference  to  the  provisions  will  show,  that  the  magisterial  offi- 
cer has  not  the  ordinary  powers  of  a  Governor  in  the  different  States  ^ 
of  the  l^nion.  His  power  of  appointment  to  office  is  only  during 
the  recess  of  the  Assembly.  He  cannot  nominate  judges,  he  cannot 
appoint  military  officers :  the  former  being  selected  by  the  Legislature, 
and  the  latter  by  the  soldiery.  In  ihe  Convention,  fault  was  found 
that  the  Governor  was  an  officer  in  name  only,  and  possessed  of  no 
substantial  authority;  and  it  was  observed  that  more  power  was  re 
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Uio6d  to  Um  f9Qf\ef  than  under  roost  of  tbo  ConititotioBi  of  At 
Slates.  BUCKINGHAM  SMITH. 

Which  was  read. 

Mr.  Priest,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  made  the  follow- 
ing  report : 

SEE   APPENDIX. 

Which  was  read,  and  v^ith  accompanying  documents  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  the  following  bill  as 
having  passed  that  body,  viz :  A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  au* 
thorise  Executors  and  Administrators  to  sell  Real  Estate  in  cer- 
tain cases,  and  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned  ; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  Thornton — Mr. 
Thigpm  in  the  Chair.  After  some  time  spent  in  consideration 
thereof,  the  Committe  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported 
progress,  and  askfd  leave  to  sit  again; 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  bank  of  Talla- 
hassee,  was  read  a  third  time  ; 

The  amendment  offered  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Mosely,  was 
adopted ; 

Mr.  Branch  proposed  the  following  amendment : 

Be  U  further  enacted^  That  this  Charter  shall,  upon  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Florida,  under  the 
Constitution  formed  at  St.  Joseph,  be  subject  %nd  conform  to  the 
several  provisions  in  said  Constitution,  and  to  the  regulations 
and  restrictions  therein:  and  if  said  State  is  not  admiued  under 
said  Constitution,  shall  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  such  Con- 
stitution as  may  be  adopted  therefor. 

Mr.  Stephens  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  laid  on  the  table ; 

Upon  this  question  the  ayes  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Mosely  and  Branch,  and  were : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Bush,  Church,  Duval,  Elzuardi,  Fernandes, 
Fontane,  McKinnou,  Miller,  Priest,  Sadbory,  Smith,  Stephens, 
Steele,  Thigpin  and  Williams — 15. 

Nays — Jdr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Bird,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Branch,  Evans,  Mosely,  Myers,  Nunes,  Pent  and  Tay- 
lor— 13. 
(jjl^o  said  motion  prevailed. 

The  Resolutions  sent  to  this  House  on  a  former  day,  fironthe 
Senate  respecting  the  appointing  a  Commissioner  to  reivise  and 
compile  the  laws  of  Florida,  was  read  a  second  time; 

Mr.  Branch  offered  the  following  amendment:  That  tb^ 
number  of  Coflunissionen  shall  be  three  instead  of  one  /^ 
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The  ayet  «id  days  w^re  caHed  on  thU  ameDdment  by  Messrs* 
Branch  and  Williams,  and  were : 

ll^Ayes — Messrs*  Bell,  Branch,  Fontane,  Mosely,  Pent,  Tay« 
lor  and  Williams — 7. 

Nays*-Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Bush,  Church,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  Fernandez.  McKinnon,  Miller, 
Priest,  Sadbury,  Smith,  Stephens  and  Steele — 16. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

The  House  theu  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  Fbbruary  24ih,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Evans  gave  notice  that  he  wouM,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an 
act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pensacola,  approved  the  23d  day 
of  March,  1839. 

Mr.  Sadbury  gave  notice  that  he  will,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  respecting  the  stay  ot  Judgments 
and  Executions,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Church  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  some  future  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Cherry  Lake 
Academy,  in  Madison  County,  in  this  IVrritory. 

Mr.  Myers  offered  a  resolution,  requesting  of  Congress  an 
appropriation  to  build  a  Light  HoUse  upon  Cape  St.  Bias ; 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  an  act  amendatory  to  the  several  acts,  incorporating 
the  Central  Bank  of  Florida — Mr.  Nunes  in  the  Chair.  AA 
ter  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereotj  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported  the  same  to  the  House 
amended ; 

Which  report  was  received,  and  the  amendments  concurred  in, 
said  bill  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading 
to-fnorrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to 
be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  to  amend 
an  act  reflating  the  mode  of  proceedings  on  Attachments,  ap- 
proved Feb.  15th,  1834-^Mr.  Bannei  man  in  the  Chan.  Af> 
ter  some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof,  the  Commhtee 
rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported  said  Bill  to  the  House, 
w^f':  nil  after  the  enacting  clause  stricken  out ; 
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Which  report  was  rec^ved,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  went  into  Coraraittee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  Id 
be  entitled,  an  act  to  prevent  the  stealing  of  neat  cattle — Mr. 
Stephens  in  the  Chair.  After  some  time  spent  in  consideration 
thereof,  the  Committee  ros^s  and  by  their  Chairman  reported 
said  hill  to  the  House  amended; 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in ; 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  put  upon  its  passage; 

The  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Thigpin  and  Bird, 
and  were : 

Ays — Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Bird,  Brown,  Elzuardi, 
Evans,  Fernandez,  Foniane,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Myers,  Muoes, 
Pent,  Priest,  Stephens,  Taylor  and  Williams — 17. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Church,  Sadbury  and  Thigpin 
—4. 

So  said  bill  passed. 

The  title  was  changed  so  as  to  read,  *^  An  act  to  provide  for 
recording  marks  and  brands  of  cattle  butchered  in  the  Counties 
of  Escambia  and  Washington,  and  for  other  purposes; 

The  Resolutions  respecting  the  Bank  of  Jacksonville,  re- 
ceived from  the  <Senate,  were  read  a  second  and  third  time,  aod 
adopted. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  in  relation  to  Executions  and  De- 
crees in  Chancery,  was  placed  first  among  the  orders  oi  the  day 
for  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  conceroing  the 
appointment  and  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  was  read 
a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed ; 

Title  as  aforesaid. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  Ikt  to  repeal  the  4th  section  of  an  act 
entitled,  an  act  to  amend  nn  act  passed  Jan.  31st,  1838,  entitled 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  City  ot^  ApalacI  icola,  approved  March 
2d,  1839,  was  read  a  second  an'I  third  time,  and  passed; 

Ordered  that  the  title  be  as  stated. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  regulating  the  fees  of  jailers  in 
this  Territory,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed ; 

Title  as  aforesaid. 

The  Resolutions  in  favor  of  John  F.  Hagan  and  others^  were 
read  a  third  time ; 

Upon  the  question  of  it-^  adoption  the  ays  and  nays  were 
railed  by  Messrs.  Brown  and  Bannerman,  and  were: 

Ays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Bird,  Branch, 
Church,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  Fernandez,  Miller,  Mosely,  Naoes, 
Pent,  Priest,  Smith,  Steele,  Taylor  and  Williams— 18. 

Nays- -Messrs.  Brown,  McKinnon,  Myers,  Sadbaiy  and 
Stephens — 5. 

So  said  Resolutions  were  adopted. 
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A  Resolution  relative  to  auction  taxe?,  was  read  a  third  time^ 
tnd  adopted. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  this  afternoon,  at  half  past 
three  o'clock. 

HALF  PAST  THREE   O'CLOCK. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to  be 
entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  Charter  of  the  Southern  Life  In- 
surance and  Trust  Company — Mr.  Taylor  in  the  Chair.  Af- 
ter some  time  spent  iu  consideration  thereof,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported  said  bill  to  the  House 
amended  ; 

Which  was  concurred  in,  said  bill  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow; 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  rel- 
ative to  Roads,  Rivers,  &:c.,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  resolution  relative  to  vouchers  for  claims  paid,  or  to  be 
paid,  by  the  Territory,  during  the  present  Indian  war,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

A  resolution  requesting  from  the  Governor  certain  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  claims  against  the  Territory,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitied,  an  act  to  require  specie  payments,  and 
to  provide  remedies  for  the  violation  of  Charters  and  Contracts 
by  the  Banks  of  Florida,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  aid  the  administration  of  Jus- 
tice in  the  Southern  District  of  Florida,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Pent  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  same,  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled, an  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled,  an  act  concerning  Jurors 
IB  the  Southern  District,  and  /or  other  purposes; 

Which  was  received,  the  rule  waived,  and  passed. 

Title  as  given. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
bastard  children,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Resolutions  relative  to  the  appointment  of  the  Hon. 
Wm.  Marvin,  to  revise,  digest,  and  codeify  the  Laws  of  this 
Territory,  was  adopted  by  this  House. 

The  House  received  from  the  Governor  the  following  com- 


i^onication : 


Executive  Department,     > 
Tallahassee,  24th  February,  1841.  > 


To  the  LegidaUve  Council  of  Florida ; 

Herewith  I  transmit  extracts  from  a  Ijttef  from  Col.  Blackburn,  of 
the  Florida  Volunteers,  recently  received  at  this  Department : 

^  There  10  •ne  other  subject  which  I  wish  to  bring  before  you,  and 
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^ich  t  hope  you  will  immediately  lay  before  ihe  LegMatore.  l>iir« 
iDg  the  three  months  Captain  Buie  and  his  Company  served  io  the 
U.  S.  service,  he  had  in  his  company  two  friendly  Indians :  aamely, 
John  Ferryman  and  Joe  Miller  ;  the  mustering  officer  said  he  could 
Dot  recognize  them  as  a  part  of  the  Company ;  consequently  they 
have  not  received  one  cent  for  their  services  :  they  rendered  good 
•ervice  to  my  knowledge,  and  should  be  paid  by  the  Territory." 

**  If  they  are  paid,  they  can  be  made  valuable  ;  they  are  well  ac- 
qoainted  with  that  section  of  country  occupied  by  the  Creek  band* 
They  are  also  acquainted  with  the  warriors  composing  thi8  party,  and 
can  be  of  signal  service  in  trailing  them  up,  or  getting  them  to  come 
io  and  give  up/' 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Hili-* 
tia; 

Also,  the  following : 

EXECUTIVB    DBPARTKEIfTy  \ 

Tallahassee,  FreKruary  24th,  1841. 
To  ihe  Legiilaiive  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  return  to  you  the  Preamble  and  Resolution  for  the  relief  of  die 
Administrator  of  James  W.  Exum,  late  Marshal  of  West  Florida-^ 
with  the  objection  :  that  the  Resolution  appropriates  a  sum  of  money 
to  the  Administrator  which  he  has  no  right  to  claim.  According  to 
the  statement  of  the  Preamble,  and  the  facts  contained  in  the  original 
papers,  which  I  have  examined,  the  balance  upon  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  against  the  late  Marshal  should  be  remitted-  bui  he  was  net 
aatitled  to  a  dollar  from  the  Treasury — nor  does  the  petitioning  Ad* 
ministrator  claim  any  thing* 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
Which  was  read* 

Messrs.  Brown  Evans  and  Nunes,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  confer  with  the  Governor  on  said  Preamble  and  Resolution. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate,  as  having  received  tfie  coo. 
currence  of  that  body,  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled, 
an  an  act  to  incoi  porate  the  city  of  Apalachicola. 

Also  as  having  passed  that  body,a  bill  to  be  entitled^ao  act  to  amend 
the  8d  section  of  an  act  entitled,  an  act  to  establish  two  temiiof  the 
Superior  Court  in  Columbia  county  ; 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-morr»w. 
The  House  received  also  the  following  communication : 
The  Senate  returned  the  enclosed  bill  with  all  but  the  enftctiivg 
clause  stricken  out, substituting  the  act  before  passed  by  the  Senate^ 
entitled,  ^  an  act  to  require  specie  payments,  and  to  provide  reme* 
dies  for  the  violation  of  charters  and  contracts  by  the  Banks  of  Flo. 
rida,"  with  the  title  of  the  House  bill,  vis :  *^  An  act  to  secure  to  the 
people  of  this  Territory  a  sound  currency." 

Attest,  J.  S.  ROBINSON,  Sec'y.  Senate. 

The  House  consented  to,  and  advised  the  appointmeot]|of  Alex- 
ander B»  Eustts  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Leon  couo^. 
A  bill  te  be  entitled^  an  act  k>  aatheriae  Isham  Blake  and  John  IK 
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Pariahy  to  execvte  cerfaiii  deeds  and  for  other  purposes  ; 
Was  read  a  seconJ  and  third  time  and  passed. 
The  House  then  adjourned  until  to*morrow  morning  ten  o'clock. 


Thursday,  February  25th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  a  quorum  being 
present,  the  journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Brotvn,  from  the  Select  Committee,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Mrs.  Ann  F.  Perrine,  reported  the  following  bill :  A 
bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  sapplementary  to  the  act,  approved  on  the 
8th  day  of  February,  1838,  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Tropin 
cal  Plant  Company ; 

Which  was  read  three  times,  and  passed ; 

Title  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Church,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Cherry 
jLake  Academy,  in  the  County  of  Madison  ; 

Which  was  read  three  times  and  passed ; 

Title  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Evans,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  introdune  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  city  of  Pensacola,  approved  March  2d,  1889,  which  was  read 
three  times  and  passed  ; 

Title  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Bush  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  directed  nae  to  report  as 
oerrectly  enrolled : 

An  act  to  Incorporate  the  Monticelfo  Rail  Road  Company  ; 

Also,  a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  mail 
routes  through  the  Territory  of  Florida  ; 

Also,  an  act  to  authorise  the  Brunswick  and  Florida  Rail  Road 
Company,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  to 
construct  a  Rail  Road  through  the  Territory  of  Florida ; 

A  Resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Congress  to  procure  the 
enactment  of  a  law,  giving  to  the  Governor  of  this  Territory  the 
franking  privilege; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of 
Apalachicola.  THOMAS  ^M.  BUSH, 

Chairman  Comipittee  Enrolled  Bills. 

Mr.  Brown,  froni  the  Committee  on  Banks,  made  the  folio wtog 
report : 

The  Committee  on  Banks,  to  which  was  referred  the  niemo- 
iiai  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Flo- 
ndftt  ui  accordance  with  a  r/esolutioo  onaninoously  adopted  \^y 
tbt  Stoekholdtri  of  that  Institotion,  at  their  last  am^nal  ineet* 
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ing,  instructing  tliem  '*  to  ask  of  the.  Liegislative  Council  a  rt« 
peal  of  the  34th  section  of  the  Charter  of  the  Bank,  which  for- 
bids a  sale  at  a  discount,  of  the  bonds  of  the  Territory,  upon 
which  the  capital  of  the  bank  is  founded,"  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and,  after  a  patient,  and  as  your  Commit- 
tee believe,  accurate  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  that  Insti- 
tution ;  and,  considering  the  consequences  involved  in  the  pray- 
er of  the  memorialists,  submit  the  following  as  the  result  of  tbetr 
labours. 

And  the  Committee  further,  on  mature  deliberation,  recom- 
mend, the  repeal  of  the  last  clause  of  the  9th  section  of  the 
Charter,  which  allows,  the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank,  to  release 
the  property  mortgaged,  by  the  payment  of  the  shares  in  money* 
This  amendment  your  Committee  deem  important  to  the  securi- 
ty of  the  Territory ;  and  are  advised  that;  it  will  be  acceptable 
to  the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank. 

The  Committee  are  satisfied  upon  the  following  important 
points,  involved  in  the  written,  and  verbal,  statement,  of  the  me- 
morialists : 

First :  That  the  Bank  is  entirely  solvent ;  having  lost  no  part 
o  n  ts  original  capital ;  and  possessing,  with  tew  bad  debt5,  an 
accumulating  sinking  fund  of  $334,816.00. 

Secondly.  That  the  bonds  and  mortgages,  upon  record, 
given  by  the  Stockholders,  upon  their  estates,  in  order  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  the  3,000  bonds,  issued  by  Governors  Da- 
val,  Eaton  and  Call,  under  a  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  Territory, 
afford  to  it  a  complete  indemnity  against  the  hazard  of  having 
to  redeem  that  faith,  by  the  payment  of  any  part  of  their  princi- 
pal, or  interest.  That  this  indemnity  is  annaally  increasing  in 
valne,  with  the  sinking  fund  arising  from  the  profits  of  the  bank, 
*  and  the  division,  and  improvements  of  the  mortgaged  lands.  It 
cannot  be  long,  before  it  will  be  further  augmented,  by  the  in- 
flux of  emigration  from  abroad.  It  is,  moreover,  fortified  by  the 
inure  debt  due  to  the  bank,  of  near  three  millions  and  a  half  ibr 
discounted  bills. 

Tour  Committee  confidently  believe,  therefore;  that  the  Ter- 
ritcry  will  incur  no  hazard  whatever. -from  granting  the  permis- 
sion asked  by  the  memorialists,  to  sell  at  the  fair  market  value» 
the  remaining  Territorial  bonds,  constituting  nearly  one-fourth 
of  their  capital. 

In  addition  to  the  obvious  rrasons  which  should  induce  this 
concession,  other  very  urgent  considerations,  interestmg  to  the 
Government  and  people  of  Florida,  prompt  your  Committee 
earnestly  to  recommend  it  to  your  favorable  regard. 

From  a  detailed  exhibit,  made  to  them  by  the  Prestdcvit  and 
Directors,  of  the  state  of  the  Union  bank,  they  clearly  discern, 
lhat,  whatever  may  be  the  extent  of  the  curtailments  effected  1^ 
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tbeir  late  order,  to  redace,  by  one-fourth,  the  loans  of  the  Bank, 
which  admit  of  redutrtion ;  this  resource,  were  it  even  enlarged, 
by  the  punctual  payment  of  the  accruing  interest  on  the  whole 
outstanding  debt  of  the  Bank,  by  the  collection  of  tfie  interest 
now  in  arrears,  and  the  receipt  of  the  debts  on  which  judgment 
may  be  shortly  expected,  would  not  protect  the  bank  from  a  ve^ 
ry  heavy  loss  in  the  application  of  those  sums,  to  the  discharge 
of  the  urgent  and  heavy  demands  upon  it  from  abroad,  a  loss, 
Tery  far  exceeding  any,  that  may  be  reasonably  anticipated,  as 
your  committee  are  assured,  from  the  actual  sale,  or  hypotheca- 
tion of  the  unsold  bonds. 

This  loss  would  arise  from  the  conversion,  at  the  present,  un- 
favorable rate  of  exchange  with  the  north,  of  the  sums  received 
by  the  bank,  into  the  means  of  discharging  these  demands. 
They  arise  from  the  foreign  and  domestic  interest  on  the  Terri- 
torial bonds  already  sold,  amounting  to  $2,296,000 ;  and  from 
the  efforts  which  the  bank  has  been  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
making,  to  sustain  its  credit  abroad  ;  a  measure  essential  to  the 
value  of  those  bonds,  in  the  foreign  markets,  where,  it  is  known, 
that  they  have  all  gone,  and  where,  those,  which  are  unsold,  if 
sold  at  all,  must  find  their  best  market. 

The  interest  payable  in  July  and  .January  next,  including 
$15,000  which  will  become  due  on  the  lately  deferred  debt  of 
the  bank,  will  require  a  remittance  to  New  York  at  those  peri- 
ods of  $159,000.  A  further  sum  of  $145,000,  is  to  be  remit- 
ted to  London,  through  the  same  channel,  by  the  first  of  July 
next,  to  discharge  part  of  the  debt  due  the  bank  of  the  United 
iStates,  on  the  loan  negotiaied  in  June  1839.  The  deferred 
debt,  and  its  interest,  added  to  that,  which  will  be  due  on  the 
Territorial  bonds,  next  July  twelve  months, will  require  a  further 
remittance,  to  the  north,  of  $340,000,  viz:  $278,000 for  the  for- 
mer, and  $72,000  for  the  latter  object. 

The  bank  has  farther,  to  remit,  on  account,  to  its  agent  in 
ICew  York,  before  the  30th  of  June  next,  $26,000. 

These  various  sums  furnish  an  aggregate  of,  say  $670,000 
of  remittances  abroad  prior  to  the  first  of  July  1842,  which  can 
not  be  avoided,  without  the  utter  prostration  of  the  credit  of 
the  Bank,  even  although  it  should  not  be  required  to  resume  the 
payment  of  specie.  A  resumption  of  specie  payments  within 
that  period  will  require  the  further  sum  of  near  $300,000,  to 
pay  the  deposit  debt,  which  has  not  been  deferred,  an^  to  sus- 
tain the  circulation  of  the  current  bills  of  the  bank.  These 
sums  must,in  like  manner ,be  imported  fromabroad,by  the  Bank, 
oritt  debtors.  If,  by  the  bank,  at  an  expense,  if  measued  by^be^ 
present  rate  of  exchange,  of  forty  per  cent ;  making  a  total  loss 
exceeding  in  all  probability  $400,000,  supposing  the  demand, 
£)r  so  large  an  amount  of  northern  exchange,  should  occasion, 
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no  advance  upou  its  present  rate ;  and  that  sach  aa  amouiil,  ca** 
be  had  withia  this  Territgr^^.  The  amount  payable  in  New 
York,  lei  it  be  remembered,  would,  in  this  case,  be  augmented 
in  Florida,  by  the  sum  required  for  exchange. 

But  should  the  debtors  of  tlie  bank  be  required  to  pay  this 
whole  amount,  of  $1,400,000,  whence  is  it  to  be  drawn  f 

The  bank  has,  in  suit,  and  may  be  expected  to  obtain  judg- 
ments, at  the  ensuing  spring  term,  to  the  amount  of  $381,000^ 
The  interest  of  the  current  year,  added  to  a  moiety  of  that  of 
the  next  year,  may  be  estimated  at  $400,000 ;  and  the  bank 
has  ordered  a  curtailment  of  twenty-five  yer  cent  on  a  further 
debt  of  $906,000.  It  has,  moreover,  arrears  of  interest  now 
due,  to  the  amount  of  $110,000. 

When  the^  suits  were  instituted,  and  that  curtailment  order- 
ed, there  was  a  prospect  of,  at  least  an  ordinary  crop  of  cotton, 
within  the  Territory,  and  had  that  prospect  been  realised,  the 
Mma  above  mentioned  might  have  been  collected. 

It  is,  now,  well  ascertained,  that  the  crop  of  Florida  will  not 
reach,  if  at  all  exceed,  a  third  of  that  which  had  been  anticipat- 
ed. 

The  severity,  therefore,  of  that  coercion,  which  shall  endea- 
vor to  inforce  the  payment  of  the  above  sum,  exceeding  one 
million  of  dollars,  may  well  be  conceived.  But,  this  is  not  all* 
If  this  coercion  be  practised,  by  the  sale  of  estates,  whose  income 
has  been  cut  off,  by  enforcing  judgments  against  merchants, 
whose  stock  in  trade,'  cannot  be  sold  ;  the  debtors  of  the  bank, 
thus  threatened,  with  ruio,  must  turn  upon  their  debtors,  with 
like  oppression,  and  a  scene  of  public  and  private  distress,  cre- 
ated, without  a  parallel  in  Florida. 

There  are  results,  to  be  apprehended  from  such  a  state  of 
things,  which  may  be  well  imagined,  but  your  committee  forbear 
to  describe. 

One  effect,  however,  must  be  readily  seen,  the  loss  of  many 
of  the  debts,  due  to  the  bank,  and  to  its  customers  from  forced 
sales,  yielding  an  inadequate  return.  For,  if  all  the  specie  and 
paper  currency,  in  the  country,  were  brought  into  active  use,  it 
would  not  supply,  one  third  of  the  required  sum.  The  Union 
Bank  has,  in  nine  months,  reduced,  its  circulation*  nearly  one 
half.  It  is  now  $330,000,  including  much,  which,  in  the,  na- 
tural course  of  things,  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  lost; 
$7,S78  of  it  being  the  paper  of  the  late  Central  Bank,  and 
Bank  of  Florida,  for  which  the  Union  Bank  is  responsible. 

It  is  under  such  circumstances,  that  the  Union  Bank  applies, 

*  for  liberty,  to  nse  704,000  of  its   dead  capital,  now  lying  in 

London ;  consisting  of  bonds,  which   by  the   charter  of  the 

bank  cannot  be  sold,  at  a  discount.     No  American  secorities* 

-J--  however,  reconmiended  by  the  cirenmstaDces  of  tbe 
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SlateSy  wbtch  hav^  issued  them,  being  saleable,  at  present,  trat 
more,  or  less,  under  par,  computing  the  American  dollar  at  four 
shillings  anci  six  pence  sterling.  The  Union  Bank  can  derive 
no  benefit,  therefore,  from  this  fund,  in  any  form.  For  shouM 
the  bank,  as  its  directors  announce,  be  desirous  to  pledge  them, 
ts  t  security  for  a  loan,  to  be  discharged,  hereafter,  by  the  ap- 
plication of  other  resources,  it  is  obvious,  that  while  the  present 
restrictions  upon  their  sale  exists,  they  will  not  be  accepted  :  to 
say  nothing  of  the  question,  which  may  be,  and  has  been  raised, 
as  to  what  sum  amounts  to  ^'  a  sale  at  a  discount." 

The  spirit,  or  object  of  the  legal  restriction  of  the  charter 
was,  doubtless,  to  bring  into  the  Territory,  a  full  equivalent,  for 
the  bonds  issued  to  furnish  the  Capital  of  the  bank ;  in  other 
words,  dollar  for  dollar^  and  the  bank  might  contend,  that  a 
sale  at  a  price  much  below,  what  a  different  construction  might 
require ;  would  be  a  sale  without  a  discount,  because,  made, 
without  loss  to  thejbank  or  the  Territory.  For  the  bank  would 
obviously  sustain  no  loss,  provided  each  bond  of  $1,000,  paid 
a  thousand  dollars  of  its  debts  abroad  ;  altho'  that  debt,  might 
be  purchased,  in  the  market,  at  forty  per  cent,  under  the  par  of 
specie. 

But,  it  is  not  to  avoid  controversy  with  the  bank,  or  the  pur- 
chasers of  its  bonds,  that  the  committee  advise  the  removal  of 
the  above  restriction.  They  are  governed,  by  practical  view» 
connected,  with  the  prosperity  of  the  people,  and  the  credit  of 
the  Territory.  To  save  the  loss  resulting  from  the  present  un* 
favorable  rate  if  exchange,  to  a  community  who  export  nearly 
all  the  pro<|n  of  their  lands  and  labour,  and  import  from 
abroad,  near^  all  that  they  consume ;  in  other  words,  to  save 
the  loss  of  forty  per  cent,  per  annum,  upon  the  income  of  each 
consumer,  or  citizen  of  Fiorida,  they  ar^  disposed  to  inforce  the 
payment  of  specie,  by  the  Union  Bank.  But,  at  the  same  time 
they  are  alike  disposed,  to  withdraw  all  restrictions  upon  the 
use  of  the  means  the  bank  should  possess,  for  the  attainment  of 
that  desirable  object 

The  committee  are  animated  by  no  feeling  of  partiality  for, 
Bor  of  hostility  to  the  banks  of  the  Territory.  1  he  time  has 
gone  by,  when  discussions  relative  to  the  utility  of  such  institu- 
tions, can  be  regarded  as  of  any  avail :  further  than  to  prevent 
their  unnecessary  multiplication.  Those,  which  exist,  are  enti- 
tled to  the  protection,  and  like  all  6ther  Florida  interests,  to  the 
favor  of  the  Legislature ;  which  should  moreover,  scorn  to  be 
regarded  as  capable  of  persecuting  them. 

But  with  the  Union  Bauk,  the  Territory  has  a  more  intimate 
connection,  and  from  any  abuse  of  its  privileges,  is  peculiarly  guarded. 

That  Bank  can  make  no  dividends  of  its  profits,  until  it  has  dl9<> 
charged  the  Territorial  Bonds,  which  constitute  its  original  capital 
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The  Governor  und  Legislative  Couocil  have  the  aanual  choice  of 
five,  out  of  lis  twelve  Directors;  and  the  period  may  not  be  very 
remote,  when  the  Territory  will  be  allowed  a  moiety  of  its  profits,  for 
a  purpose  of^reat  public  benefit. 

Whatever  loss  the  Bank  may  sustain,  should  it  not  jeopard,  the 
security  of  the  Territory,  against  the  necessity  of  redeeming  its 
bonds,  or  paying  their  semi-annual  interest,  must  delay  the  arrival  of 
that  period,  and  be  divided  between  the  people  and  the  bank.  At 
the  hazard  of  prolixity,  the  Committee  proceed  to  shew,  how  the  loss, 
to  which  they  have  referred,  may  be  avoided,  by  the  sale,  or  hy. 
pothefcation,  of  the  remaining  bonds  of  (he  Union  Bank,  and  the  Ter% 
ritory,  otherwise  greatly  benefitted  by  that  sale* 

Supposing  those  bonds  to  yield  but  seventy-five  per  cent  in  Lon- 
don,— eight  or  nine  may  be  added  to  that  portion  of  their  proceeds, 
not  needed,  abroad,  for  the  difference  of  exchange,  between  that 
city,  and  New  York.  Applying  $290,000  to  pay  the  next  July 
interest,  at  home  and  abroad,  and  the  debt  due  and  assumed  by  the 
Union  bank,  to  the  assignesd  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  (here 
will  remain  $298,000,  which,  with  the  advance^of  eight  and  a  half 
,per  cent,  will  yield  in  New  York,  a  sum  exceeding  $257,000. 

By  contracting  with  the  holders  of  the  deposit  debt  of  the  bank,  oot 
already  deferred, — $90,000  of  that  sum,  may  be  applied  to  defer  the 
other  moiety  of  it,  and  there  will,  then  remain  specie  to  the  amount 
of  $167,000,  on  which  to  ground  the  resumption  of  specie  payments 
by  the  bank,  and  sustain  its  present  circulation  ;  thus  that  circulation 
should  not  have  been  reduced. 

The  immediate  effect  of  that  resumption  will  be,  to  restore  the 
exchange,  between  the  currency  of  the  Union  Bank,  and  that  of  the 
North,  to  its  condition  prior  to  December  1839,  when  the  Union  Bank 
sold  its  drafts  on  the  North,  at  two  and  a  half  percent  premium. 

Thus,  while  the  bank  will  have  been  ^ved  the  necessity  of  extort-* 
ing  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  its  debtors,  and  thoae  debtors 
the  like  sum  from  theirs,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  paying  a  premium 
on  Northern  bills ;  a  like  benefit  will  have  been  secured  to  the  mer- 
chants, planters,  and  other  citizens  of  Florida,  who  have,  with  Union 
bank  paper,  to  purchasse  northern  exchange. 

The  credir  of  the  bank,  having  been  thus  completely  re-establish* 
ed,  all  other  difHcuUies,  in  its  way,  will  be  removed,  by  pursuing  the 
salutary  policy  which  has  dictated  its  course  for  the  last  year. 

Hie  residue  of  its  debt  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  deferred, 
on  the  condition  of  paying  the  portion  recently  assumed  in  LondoRi 
\ri!l  be  met,  together  with  the  deferred  domestic  debt,  due  the  15tk 
July,  1842,  by  the  proceeds  of  the  next  crop,  and  a  tempered,  though 
firm  pressure,  upon  those  debtors  of  the  bank,  who  are  in  condition  to 
make  payment  of  their  curtailments ;  and  by  enforcing,  in  all  caaes« 
the  payment  of  the  interest,  in  arrear,  and  that  which  is  accruing,  on 
the  discounted  notes  of  the  customers  of  the  bank. 

The  bank  will  thus  have  restored  its  currency,  by  the  use  of  thaf 
very  fund,  the  unforseen  failure  to  command  which,  as  the  Directors 
have  shown  in  their  annual  report,  (hereunto  annexed,)  has  occa« 
sioned  its  present  embarrassments.  With  its  credit  and  circalatioQ 
^restored,  ifs  means,  at  home  and  abroad,  of  |irovidiog  for  any  anex« 
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pected  diflfifter,  will  h«  rouUiplied  and  enlarged. 

It  ir4  ii(»i  t'»  i>t*  disguised,  that,  while  Floridn  is  afflicted  by  a  pro. 
tranel,  and  li.l  r  ceiitlyf  most  disastrous  Indi>in  war  nod  a  currency 
depref'idted  hr  every  valuable  purpotie  abroad,  emigration  will  be 
tunred  fi  oiQ  her  borderti,  and  that  great  resource  of  an  unpeopled 
couniryf  be  lost  to  her  growth. 

The  state  of  her  foreign  credit  is  affected,  unequally  perhaps,  but 
greatly,  by  b'»th  of  these  ralamities,  and  both  should  be  regarded,  in 
tb  '  same  spiiit,  hy  hnr  public  Councils.  They  should  look  back,  to 
gather  wisdom  r<*r  ihe  future,  and  apply  the  lessons  of  exp«^rience,  in 
a  spirit  of  ron<  iliaiion  towards  all  minor  differences  of  nptninn.  No 
foreign  demand  luu^i  be  made  upon  the  government  of  this  Teiritory, 
thai  is  not  promptly  met.  The  faith  and  honor  of  Florida  must  be 
maintained. 

Thi^  obligation  in  alike  incumbent  On  the  Banks,  the  people,  and 
the  government  of  Florida. 

In  ihe  name,  therefore,  of  that  people,  and  that  portion  ot  their 
governnr.ent  which  may  be  supposed  to  speak  their  will,  8ince  it  de- 
rives its^existence  from  their  voice,  the  Committee  do  enter,  their 
roo&t  solemn  protest  against,  and  invoke  the  smiction  of  the. 
Legislative  Council  to  denounce,  the  doctrine,  that  thin  Territory,  ia 
eith'^r  competent  or  inclined  to  violate  its  plighted  faifh,  to  the 
holders  of  t^o^e  Territorial  Bonds,  whi -h  have  been  issued  by  its 
a^Hority. 

Tour  Ci)mmittee  need  not  attempt  to  demonittrate  that  this  decla<* 
ration,  is  esseniial,  to  the  success  of  any  measure,  which  looks  to  the 
public  credit  of  Florida,  for  the  relief  of  her  people.  But  they  are 
ur*;^  to  the  solemn  pr  testation,  which  they  here  record,  by  higher 
motivrs.  The  obligations  of  immutable  justice,  and  a  regaid  for  the 
h<*nirot  Florida. 

Th'y  accordingly  report  along  with  a  bill,  in  accordanee  w  th  the 
prayer  of  the  m  morialiats,  a  Joint  Resolution,  in  conformity  with 
the  sentiment  they  bave  here  solemnly  expressed. 

THOS.  BROWN,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  and  read. 

The  title  of  tbe  bill  reported  is,  m  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  met  to  repeal 
the  84ih  section,  and  the  last  clause  of  the  SIth  sectioQ  of  tbe  chartwr 
of  tbe  Union  Bank  of  Floddm ; 

Which  was  read ; 

Tbe  Resolutions  read  as  follows : 

Resolved  &y  the  Senafe  emd  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Terri^ 
ry  of  Florida^  That  tbe  faitb  and  honor  of  Florida,  must,  and  will  be 
maiiitaii^ed  inviolate. 

Resolved,  That  the  validity  of  tbe  bonds  issued,  and  faith  pledged  by 
the  lerritortal  Government,  will  be  recognised  and  held  sacred  I y  tbe 
people  of  Florida,  under  any  iorra  of  gaveroment,  they  may  hereafter 
assume. 

ResojvedtThhX  we  do,  in  tbe  name  of  our  constiiuentef  the  peepte  of 
Florida,  denounce  the  doctrine,  so  injurious  to  their  fair  iame,  tlM  tiMQr 
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are  either  eempetent  or  inclined,  to  Tiolate  their  plighted  faith  to  the 
holders  of  those  Territorial  bonds  which  have  been  issued  bf  their 
authority. 

The  Housrt  received  from  the  Senate  the  following  communicatioQ: 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  substitute  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, for  an  act  to  aid  the  administration  of  Justice  in  the 
Southern  District  of  Florida. 

Feb.  35th,  1841.  Attest, 

J.  S.  ROBINSON,  Secretary  Senate. 

The  House  received  also  a  resolution  from  the  Senate,  directing  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Tallahassee  fund  to  allow  a  credit  of  eight  bun- 
dred  dollars,  on  a  judgment  against  Thos.  Brown; 

Which  was  gnanimously  adopted  by  the  House. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act 
in  relation  to  public  elections,  with  additional  amendments  ; 

Mr.  Myers  moved  that  said  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

On  this  question  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Stephens 
and  Sadbury,  and  were  : 

Ays — Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Bush,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Myers,  Nu. 
nes.  Priest,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thigpin  and  Williams — 12. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bryan,  Branchy 
Church,  Evans,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Mosely,  Pent,  Sadbury,  Stephens 
and  Steele— 14^ 

The  motion  accordingly  was  lost. 

Mr.  Femandf  z  then  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  laid  on  the  table  ; 

On  this  question  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Fenian^ 
dex  and  Bird,  and  were : 

Ays — Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Bush,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Merely,  My. 
ers,Nunes,  Priest,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thigpin  and  Williams — 18.      i 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bryan,  Branch, 
Church,  Evans,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Pent,  Sadbury,  Stephens  and 
Aeele— 18. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Stephens  then  moved  that  the  House  concur  in  the  amttitf. 
ments  of  the  Senate  ; 

Upon  this  question  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Meaors.  Tay. 
ler  and  Fernandez,  and  were  : 

Ays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bryan,  Braocbr 
Church,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Mosely,  Pent,  Sadbury, 
Stephens,  Steele — 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bell.  Bird,  Bush,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Myers, 
Nunes,  Priest,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thtgpm  and  WHhams — 1*, 

The  House  therefore  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Tho  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  to  be  eo* 
titled,  an  actio  relation  to  Executions  and  Decrees  in  Chancery — Mr. 
Thigpin  in  the  Chair.  After  some  time  spent  in  considemtion  there* 
of  the  Commitee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman  reported  said  bill  to 
the  House  with  sundry  amendments ;  * 

Upon  concurring  in  the  amendments,  the  ays  and  nays  were  caOed 
by  Messrs.  braith  and  Evans,  and  were : 
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Ayi — ^Mr.  Speaker,  Memn.  BanneraiaD,  Brown,  Bush,  Church, 
Elzuardi,  Fernandez,  McEinnon,  Miller,  Moeely,  Myem,  Nunee, 
Pent,  Priest,  Sadbury,  Stephens  and  Williams — 17. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Evans,  Fontane,  /Sfmith,  Steele,  Taylor 
andThigpin — 8. 

So  the  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  and  third  time. 

Mr,  Smith  offHred  the  follovring  amendment  : 

^  Provided  that  this  act  shall  be  of  no  force  in  the  County  of  Es« 
cambia,  and  in  the  counties  east  of  the  Suwannee  River." 

Upon  this  amendment  the  ayes  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs* 
Smith  and  Fontane,  and  were— 

Aye* — MoHsrs.  Bird,  Evans,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Nunes,  Prjest, 
Smith,  Thijrpin  and  Williams^9. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Brown,  Bosh, 
Church,  Eiziiardi,  McEinnon,  Miller,  Mosely,  Myers,  Pent,  Sad- 
bury,  Stephens,  Steele,  and  Taylor — 16, 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

He  then  proposed  the  following  : 

**  Any  individual,  or  public  rights,  or  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  the  contriry  notwithstanding.*^ 

Upon  this  th«  ayes  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Fontane,  and  were — 

Ayes— Messrs.  Bird,  Fornand«'Z,  Fontane,  Nunes,  Priest,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Thigpin  and  Williams — 9. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerroan,  Bell,  Brown;  Bush, 
Church,  Elzuardi,  Evans,  McEinnon,  Miller,  Mosely,  Myers,  Pent, 
i5adbury,  /Stephens  and  ^fteele— 16. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  ayes  and  nays  were  then  called  upon  the  pissage  of  said  bill, 
by  Messrs.  Fernandez  and  5mith,  ar.d  were — 

Ayes — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brownt  Bush,  Church, 
£lzuardi,  McEinuon,  Miller,  Myers,  Pent,  iSadbury  and  Stephens 
—12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Evans.  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Mosely, 
Nunes,  Priest,  iSmith,  Steele,  Taylor,  Thigpin  and  Williams— 13. 

So  said  bill  was  lost. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  the  Memorial  to  Congress* 
with  sundry  amendments,  which  were  agreed  to  by  tho  House. 

Also  a  resolution  respecting  a  Light. House  at  Cape  St.  Blas«  as 
liaving  been  adopted  by  that  body,  which  was  ordered  to  be  enrolled* 

The  Governor  transmitted  to  the  House  th<4  following  message : 

Executive  Department,     > 
Tallahassee,  25th  February,  1841.  > 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  1  have  approved  the  following  acts 
of  the  Legislature  : 

1.  An  act  concerning  Indian  depredations,  and  for  other  purposatt 

2.  An  act  to  amend  the  acts  in  reference  to  the  Tallahassee 
Fund. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
Which  was  read. 
The  House  theo  adjourned  until  to*morrow  morniog,  10  oVlook. 

^l......  _  jogle 
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F&iDATt  February  96th,  1841. 


71ie  House  met  pursuant  to  a4)ourc  meut ;  and  the  journml  of  jre9 
terday's  proceedings  was  read« 

Mr-  Bmneb  gave  notice  that  he  wilK  on  some  futur**  day.  i  itro« 
duco  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  change  the  name  of  Abmbam 
Marshal  Frolmore. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a  communication  from  G.  K.  Walkei,  Btq.; 
iJVhicb  was  referred  to  the  commiiteH  on  ComfKii'*aiioi>. 
Mr«  Bannerroan  asked  and  obiain<td  leuve«  (without  previ  >ns  no« 
tice,)  to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  the  charter 
of  the  THilahassee  Rail  Road  Cumpany; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  ^ot  a  second  reading  on  to-morrow. 
Sir.  McRinonn  asked  and  obtained  lea ve,( without  previous  notice,) 
to  introfjuce  a  biM,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  em^ourage  the  destroying 
of  Wolves  in  the  Territory  of  FUiida  ; 
Wbt<  h  was  (hnci'  read  and  passed  ; 
Title  Hs  afoK'SHid. 

Ml.  Bush  made  the  following  report: 
'    The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  directed  me  to  report  as 
eorrectly  enrolled. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Port  Leon. 

THOS.  M.  BUSH, 
Chairman  Commiticf  EiiroiM   hills. 
Mr.  Browt^,  from  a  Select  Commiitof),  mnde  the  followini;  report  ; 
The  Cmmittee  Hppoiiitt*d  to  cooler  with  U'ls  Ex  ellt'ncy  the  Gov« 
ernoi,  on  the  Ke^'olution  passed  by  the   Lrginlalive  C<un  il   for 
the  r  lief  of  the  Executors  of  James  W,  £kuiii«  Ute  Marshnl  of 
the  lJVe«tcrn  District  of  Florida,  have  pertoimed  that  duty,  and 
beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  His  Excellency  is  satisfied  with  the  explanation  which  the 
Committee  has  bad  with  bim,  in  regard  to  the  justice  ot'  the  said 
claim,  and  he  has  instructed  the  Committee  to  report  to  the  £fouse, 
that  if  they  will  return  the  resolution  to  him,  he  will  sign  it, 

TUOS    BROW^,ChHirman. 

IVhich  was  concurred  in,  and  a  copy  thereof  directed  to  be  tmos- 
roitted  to  the  Senate, 

T^ie  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to 
a  bill,  to  bf  entitled,  an  act  to  secure  to  the  people  of  this  Territory  « 
souAd  currency. 

The  Senate  sent  back  to  this  House  a  bill  to  entitled,  an  act  to 
■mend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Feosacola,  approved  Mmreh 
2d,  1839,  as  passed  by  that  body. 

Also,  a  bill  enti'led,  an  act  to  authorise  Isham  B^ake  and  John  D. 
Parish,  to  execute  certain  deeds,  and  for  other  purposes,  as  iodefi* 
oitely  posipoced, 

A  bill  to  tie  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
entiiledi  an  act  further  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Southern  Life 
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Insurance  and  Trost  Compfiny«  approrad  Feb.  lltht  1838t  and  t» 
revive  Hie  nin(*tef*nth  sertioii  of  the  act,  «*iititlf>di  an  art  to  incoq[>o- 
ratp  t^a  Southern  Lif»^  InaiirHnce  and  Tnut  Company,  approved 
February  14  h,  1835  was  tnkf  n  up ; 

Mr.  Branch  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table ; 

Oti  this  motion  the  ays  and  nays  wert«  called  by  Messrs*  Smith  and 
Williamsi  and  «»'ere: 

Ays — Messrs.  Bannermait,  Browo,  Bryn,  Bosh,  Brtneb,  Chareb,  MeKin- 
Don,  Miller,  Mo^ely,  Myers,  Sadbary  and  Stephena-^Jt. 

Nsvf  fl — Mr.  Speaker,  Mestrtw  Bell,  Bird,  Rvant,  Femaiides,  Fontane,  Nanet 
Pent,  Priest,  Smiih,  Steele,  Taylor,  Thigpin  and  Williame-— 14. 

So  naid  motion  was  lodt. 

On  the  question,  fihall  this  bill  pass  its  second  reading*  the  ays 
and  nays  were  called  by  Messrrt.  Smith  and  Fernandez^  and  were : 

Ays— Mr.  Speaker,  Bannerman,  B*rd,  Bryan,  Fernandes,  Fontane,  IvnneSv 
Prit  81,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thiirpln  and  WiHianui— 12. 

Nays — Metsrs.  .Bell,  Brown,  Bush,  Branch,  Church,  McKtnoon,  Millar, 
Mosely,  Myers,  Pent.  Sadhury,  Stephene  and  Steele— 13. 

The  hill  wa<4  then  laid  on. the  table. 

The  House  went  itito  Coniinitt«*e  of  (he  Whole,  on  the  petition  of 
Mes8rs.  Thompson  dc  H  g'ter — Mr.  B»'M  in  the  Chnir.  After  some 
tifne  spt^nt  in  c<>nsid  ration  ihereof,  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
said  bill  lo  the  House,  and  a^ked  to  be  Jischarged  from  the  further 
con^ideraiion  of  said  peti'ion  ; 

Whieh   report  wa's  concurred  in,  and  said   petition  laid  on  table. 

7^e  House  went  iiuo  Committee  of  (he  Whole,  on  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titl»-d,  an  art  to  provide  fot  the  appointment  of  a  Comfnissioner  to 
sell!.,  all  Militia  ClHim«,  sirising  under  any  law  ofthis  Territory  since 
the  coMtm^nct^'tnt-nt  of  th«'  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  for 
otI»er  purpo!<e8 — Mi.  Ev^uis  in  the  ehair.  After  sofne  time  spent  in 
consider  ition  thereof,  the  Committee  rose,  and  by  their  Chairman 
reported  said  bill  ba  k  to  the  Hnm"^  and  recommend,  that  it  be  re* 
ferred  lo  the  Committee  on  Claims,  with  instructions  report  lo 
thereon,  on  M ond  ly  next,  or  sooner; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  reference  made  ac« 
cordifigly. 

A  bill  to  he  entitled,  an  ae*  relaiinff  to  the  manner  of  bringing  suits 
in  the  Courls  of  thi:i  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

A  Ri-solution  in  favor  of  S.  J.  Perry  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
nnaiMinously  adopted  bv  the  House. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  authorise  Executors  and  Adminis- 
trators to  sell  Real  Bstate  in  ceitain  cases-  and  to  repeal  certain 
acta  therein  mentioned,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  Tborn^ 
ton,  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  bill  to  bf  entitled,  an  act  amendatory  to  the  several  acts,  incor* 
porating  the  Central  Bank  of  FloridH,  was  read  a  third  time,  amende 
ed  in  the  House  as  follows  :  •*  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  rights 
^lul  privileges,  under  this  amended  charter,  shall  be  forfeited*  unless 
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•  mtjorhy  of  (ha  t tockholdert  ia  said  bank  shall,  within  one  ywr 
from  the  passage  (hereof,  notify  the  Governor  of  thi?  Territory  of 
their  acceptance  of  the  modificatioos  and  restrictions  herein  contain- 
ed.'! 

Also;  by  changing  the  3d  section,  so  as  to  make  it  a  forfeitare,both 
of  the  original  charter  and  the  present  amendments,  if  the  said  bank 
shall  ever  fail  to  redeem  it^s  notes  in  specie ; 

Upon  the  question  of  I  he  passage  of  said  bill,  the  ays  and  nays 
were  called  by  Messrs.  Myers  and  Taylor,  and  were : 

Ayt^Mr.  Speaker,  Metfrs.  Bannerman,  Browc,  Bryan,  Bssh,  Brtncfa, 
Charch,  Evans,  MeKinnon,  Miller,  Mosely,  Sadbury,  Stephens  and  Steele— 14. 

Nays— MoMre.  Bell,  Bird,  FouUne,  Myers,  Nunis,  Pent,  Priest,  Snitli, 
Taylor  Thigpin— 10. 

So  said  bill  passed. 

Title  as  aforesaid. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  mn  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Southern 
Life  Insujance  and  Trust  Company  was  read  a  third  time  ; 

Mr.  Btanch  moved  that  the  last  proviso  to  said'  bill,  which  do* 
dares  that  the  said  corporation,  "shall,  by  this  amendment,  surrender 
all  right  under  the  charter,  to  ask  and  demand  any  further  issue  of 
Territorial  bonds  from  the  Territory  or  State  of  Florida," 

Upon  thi«  question  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs' 
Branch  andThigpin,  and  were: 

Ays— Mesarf ,  Bird,  Brown,  Branch,  Church,  Fontane,  Moiely,  Myers  and 
Smith— 8. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs  Rannerman,  Bell,  Bryin,  Bash,  Evans, Fernan- 
dez, MoKinnou,  Miller,  Nunis,  Pent,  Priest,  Sadbury,  Stephens,  Taylor,  Thig 
pin  and  Wiltiam8<~l7. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Fernandez  moved  that  said  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Vpcm  thi  question  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Branch  and  i  ernandez,  and  were  : 

Ays— Meiwrt.  Ball,  Bird.  Evans,  Fornandes,  Footane,  Mosely,  Nnnes,  Peat 
Priest,  Smitli,  Taylor,  Thigpin  and  Wiiliams^l3. 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker,  Meesrs.  Banuermao,  Brown,  Bryan,  Bush,  Branch, 
Church,  McKinnon,  Millei,  Myers,  Sadbury  and  Slephens^lS. 

So  said  motion  pr(?vailrd. 

A  Resolution  in  favor  of  John  Wooten  was  read  a   second  limt; 

Upon  the  question  of  the  passage  ol  this  bill  upon  its  second  read<» 
ing  reading,  the  ays  and  nays  ware  called  by  Messrs.  Branch  and 
Smith,  and  were  . 

Ays^Messrs.  Bannerman;  Bird,  Brown,  i^ryan.  Both,  Church,! Evans,  BTKin* 
lion,  Miller,  Myers,  Pent,  Sadbury,  Stephens  and  Thigpin— 14. 
Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Branch,  Fontane,  Mosely,  Priest,  Sodth  and 

Steele— 7. 

So  the  resolution  pasiied  its  second  reading. 

The  ays  and  nays  were  then  called  on  the  question  of  the  a(fop« 
tion  of  the  resolution  by  Me<«srs.  Williams  and  Smith — the  rule  be 
ing  for  that  purpose  waived^*dnd  were  : 
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Ays— MeMUv,  Bannerm&n,  Bird,  Drown,  Bryan,  Buih,  Chareh,  EYani« 
McKinnon,  Miller,  Myers,  Pent,  Sadburj,  Stephens  and  Thigpin — 14. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker.  Messrs.  Brauob,  Fontane.  Mosely,  Freest,  Smith, 
Sieol  and  WUlianis— 8. 

So  tne  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  went  into  secret  session  on  Execative  Domina- 
i\oni; 

Affer  some  time  the  door  was  opened. 

A  bill  to  be  entillnd,  an  act  to  amend  the  third  section  of  an  iict. 
entitled,  an  act  to  establish  ti»o  terms  of  the  Superior  Court  Co. 
lumbiH  county,  was  read  a  second  and  third  time,  and   pa^^sed; 

Title  nfl  aforesaid. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  February  27th,  1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  journal  of  yei. 
terday's  proceedings  was  read.  ^ 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  John  D.  Parish,  praying 
payment  of  certain  accounts,  for  supplies  furnished  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  Territory; 

Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith  offered  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resoloedf  That  the  Committee  on  Banks  be  requested  to 
call  upon  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Terriiory,  and  obtain  from 
bim  the  sums  for  which  each  piece  of  property  is  mortgage  to 
the  Southern  Life  in  Trust  Company,  and  now  in  -the  Executive 
OfSce,  in  pledge  for  the  guarantees  obtained  from  the  Territory; 
the  names  of  the  mortgagers;  the  dates  of  the  mortgages,  and 
the  places  in  which  said  property  is  situated,  and  to  report  there- 
on to  this  House. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  that  the  Resolution  be  indefinitely  postponed  ; 

Upon  this  question  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Smith  and  Williams,  and  were : 

Ays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Bush,  Branch,  Church,  Evans,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Mosely, 
Myers,  Pent«  Sadbury,  and  Stephens — 15. 

Nays — Messrs.  BiVd,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Nunes,  Priest, 
Smith  and  Thigpin^— 8. 

So  said  nootion  prevailed, 

Mr.  Mosely  moved  that  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  io  relatioQ  to 
Executions  and  Decrees  in  Chancery,  be  reconsidered  ; 

Upon  this  question  the  ays  and  naysMrere  called  by  Messrs.  Smith 
4Uid  Thigpin,  and  were : 
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Ayi— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannertnan,  Bell,  Bird,  Brown, 
Bryan,  Bjsh.  Kranch,  Church,  Eviqs,  McKinoon,  Miller, 
Mosely,  Myers,  Nunes,  Pent,  Sadbury  and  Stephens— 18. 

Nays— Meiers.  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Priest,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Thigpin  and  Williams — 7. 

8o  the  motion  prevailed.  i 

Said  bill  was  placed  first  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for  to-^y. 

Mr.  Branch,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  change  the  naaie  of  Abra. 
ham  Marshal  Frotmon ; 

Which  was  read  thrae  tiroes  and  passed ; 

Title  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Priest,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  made  the  foUowing  re- 
port: 

The  Committee  on  Claims  have  had  the  petition  of  Levi  F.  Mosher 
under  ecMtsideration,  and 

REPORT: 

They  find  that,  Mr.  Mosher  was  appointed  Quarter  Master  of  the 
Florida  Militia  by  Gov  Call,  on  th  *  20ih  day  of  July,  1839,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  five  mouths,  faithfully  dischargiiig  the  dudes 
of  bis  office.  They  have  no  hesitancy,  tbeu,  in  recommeiuiiiig  the 
passage  of  the  following  act : 

An  act  for  the  lelief  of  Levi  F.  Mosher. 

GAHRIEL  PRIEST,  Chairman. 

Which  was  read,  and  said  bill  read  h  first  a.id  second  time,  and  or- 
dered  for  a  third  reading  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bush  made  the  billowing  report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  directed  me  to 

REPORT 

88 correctly  enrolled; 

A  Resolution  requesting  the  Delegate  in  Cengress  to  urge  upon 
that  body  the  necessity  and  uulit^  of  erectiug  on  Cupe  ;St.  Bias  a  soi. 
table  light  house ; 

And  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pensaeola, 
approved  March  2d,  1839. 
^^  THOMAS  M.  BUSH,  f  biirman. 

Mr.  Myers,  frpm  the  Conmiittee  on  the  if  ilitia,  made  the  foUowing 

report: 

The  Committee  on  the  Militia,  to  whom  was  referied  so  much  of  the 
Governor's  Message,  as  relates  to  the  Afditia  system  of  Floridai 
and  to  1^  conduct  and  prosesution  of  the  Indian  wary  beg  leave 
respectfiiUy  to 
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That  they  hnve  bad  the  same  under  consideratteii,  and  Snd  tnm 
defects  in  the  Jtfilhia  laws,  that  they  are  regarded  as  a  dead  letter* 
and  are  no  where  enforced  for  the  public  security  ;  doubts  exist  in 
the  minds  of  many  whether  any  advantages  result  iromtbe  occasional 
training  of  the  Militia,  fhat  branch  of  defence  may  be  relied  on  ia 
free  go? ernmeiits.  Under  circumstances  where  an  appeal  may  be  mad« 
to  the  enthusiasm  and  patriot ism/>i  people,  history  is  fuU  of  siich  et« 
•mples:  but  it  cannot  be  urg  ^  that  the  valor  or  efficiency  of  a  militia 
man  ia  at  all  increased,  by  the  contemptible  ^ortsat  oiganizationy 
niade  through  the  United  States,  and  particularly  in  Florida.  The 
hardy  backwoods-mati,  accuMiomed  to  the  use  of  his  riflle,  who  hais' 
never  attended  the  muster  field,  is  as  fortnidable,  when  calle  I  into  ao 
actual  service,  as  though  trained  in  the  unmeaning  parades  of  our 
present  system.  In  fact*  the  Militia  laws  in  Florida  are  never  ob« 
served.  1  here  is  not  a  perfect,  or  even  a  half  organization  in  any 
one  Regiment  in  Middle  or  West  Florida,  with  the  exception  of  tfa# 
Ninth  £agiraent,  and  the  Committee  would  recommend  a  total  repeal 
of  the  Militiiflaws,  so  far  as  connected  with  the  peace  establishmeat. 

The  conduct  and  operation  of  the  Indian  war,  firom  its  commence^ 
ment  to  this  date,  have  been  characterised  by  inefficiency  and  mismmn* 
agement.  Millions  ot  treasure  have  been  wmtitonfy  expended,  tto 
fives  of  our  bravest  soldieis  have  been  uselessly  sacrificed,  aiidtho 
character  of  our  arms  tarnished,  by  a  time  serving  and  ill  digested 
policy.  The  repeated  changes  of  the  comrtianding  officers-^he  die* 
graceful  resort  to  treaties  and  tem|)orary  truces,  have  all  contributed 
to  this  result  Had  the  government  of  rtie  United  States  peremptori* 
ily  required  the  first  general  officers  in  command,  to  have  continued 
in  Florida  till  the  close  of  the  war — had  tlie  Seminole  been  taught  to 
know,  that  there  was  no  alternative  but  death  or  removal-^ad  m 
system  of  vigorous  and  retaliatory  measures  been  constantly  pursued 
— long  before  this,  our  suffering  Territory  would  have  been  rid  of  htf 
savage  enemies.  But  instead  of  this  resuH,  the  Seminoles  are  stU 
unsubdued — the  close  of  the  war,  to  human  foresight,  is  as  &r  off  at 
eyer — ^a  war,  ruinous  to  the  best  interests  of  Florida,  and  profttabte 
only  to  foreign  speculators.  The  soldiers  and  subalterns  of  the  rego* 
kr  army  have  always  done  their  duty,  when  engaged  In  the  Md,  Mt 
Iheir  lives  and  energies  have  been  too  much  wasted  in  the  camps. 

The  Mititia  who  have  beon  called  mto  serviee,  partioiilarly  in  Ao 
oariy  period  of  the  war,  met  its  daiigers  and  responsibilitMi  with  akie^ 
rity  and  industry :  but  the  uncertainty  and  inadeqiiocy  of  their 
compensation,  and  the  shortness  of  time  for  which  they  wero  on* 
Kstod,  oonopired  to  render  their  services  less  effeetivOf  for  as  soon  ■• 
a  corps  were,  through  their  dihoipUoe^  and  acquaintanco  with  tho^ 
eoontry,  reodi^  cafMible  of  offensive  operatkuMi  tboy  wtro  disband* 
%df  and  their  places  suppUod  by  raw  and  iuexpenooced  rocniits.  It  i$ 
an  admitted  maxim,  in  private  and  public  economy,  that  **  tho  k* 
barer  is  worthy  of  his  hire;"and  though  patriotism  and  glory  are  nmim 
otioHilants  in  a  •oldior'b  career,  still,  ho  will  bo  OKiro  paneot  ondor 
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ima  priniioBtif  ada^uiti  rmmmm$ioa  teMdovlfbrhblot 

«D<r  danger. 

lour  Comaiittee,  uodar  this  view  of  the  eaae*  sympathiaiog  wkb 
our  fellow  citizeusy  expooed  to  Indian  alarms^  would  recomaieod  to 
the  prop<*r  authoritiea,  the  enlistment  of  a  corpa  of  dnigoon%  to  afrat 
dyring  Ae  war.  who  ah«>uld  be  liberally  paid  in  iiioney»and  be  entitled 
at  the  end  of  their  service,  to  a  donation  each  of  a  half  aectioii  of 
Uaappropriated  public  lands.  With  such  indueemeotsi  ao  effective 
number  of  Indian  fighters  mi^t  be  raised*  who  would  cloee  the  wiir» 
at  less  expense  to  the  Government*  tban^  as  eiperience  has  prove<^ 
can  he  done  in  any  other  way«  Five  years  have  passed  over  since  the 
comnienoemeni  of  this  disastrous  and  disfraceful  war»  and  the  bleed- 
ing interests  ef  Florida,  the  national  honor,  and  the  nai*ooal  weal^ 
alU(e  demand  that  it  should  he  dosed.  A  strong  incentive  to  active 
operations,  is  to  be  found  in  the  peculiar  and  exposed  condition  of 
Elorids.  Connected  with  the  threatening  aspect  of  our  fbreica  af« 
fiiirs,  with  a  sea  coast,  equal  to  one-third  of  that  of  the  whole  U  nioo» 
open  to  foreign  invasion,  within  a  day's  snil  of  the  black  regiments  of 
Jamaica,  whose  landing  on  our  shores  would  be  the  signal  of  a  servile 
insurrection.  Florida  would  have  enough  ta  contend  agHinst*  witk^ 
out  adding  to  her  alarm  and  en4»rra^ameuta,  the  more  (biriog  incor. 
aions  cif  the  Seminole,  siimulaled  by  revenge,  and  encourafed  by  for. 
sign  aid  and  protection.  Our  situation,  now  uisufe  and  precarious, 
would  then  be  beyond  relief;  and  to  guard  against  a  coiringancy  oo 
likely  to  arise,  the  cool  wisdom,  and  strong  arm  of  govomment,  i«  in. 
Yoked,  with  a  clear  couviction,  that  the  inode  above  suggest,  would 
^onlrihuto  more  speedily  to  a  termioalioo  of  the  war,  than  auy,  and  all 
dioacheoMS  beretoforo  adopted. 

aOBEBT  MTEa.S,  Chaisaniu 

Which  was  read. 

I'ho  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Te^ 
fitory,  on  the  dSd  instant,  was  read ; 

Mr.  Sm  th  proposed  the  following  Amendment :  ^  together  with  the 
Be  KNTl  of  the  mi.iority  of  said  Committee;  and  the  protest  signed  by  a 
Blinonty  of  the  House  ;** 

Open  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  the  ays  and  nays  wore  calbd 
tqr  IMeasrs.  Smith  and  Priest,  and  weret 

Aja-^Mesara.  Bri>wn>  Evans,  Femandeit  Footaoe^  Ifyas» 
Priest,  Smith  and  ThigpiD«-B. 

Naya«*Mr.  Speaker,  Mcesrs.  Bannemmi,  Bell,  Bryan,  Bosh, 
Branch,  Church,  HcKinnoa,  Miller,  Mosely,  PeM,  Sodttmry^ 
Stephens,  Steele  and  Taylor— 'IS* 

The  amendment  was  accordingly  lost. 

Open  the  miestlon  of  the  adoption  of  the  Reaoluiion,  the  ays  and 
naya  were  eatled  by  Messrs.  Thigpin  and  Prieit,  and  were  t 

J^ys— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Bryaa, 
Branch,  Chnrch,  McKlnoon,  Miller,  Moseley,  Sadbary,  Ste- 
phens, Steele  and  Taylor — 18. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Bush,  Cvaos,  Feniandett  Footaoe, 
Myers,  Pent,  Priest,  Smith  and  Tbigpill— 10. 

to  te  naaslntisii  waa  adoplad. 
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4m  mljecl  of  tiM  •xpotad  lUte  of  tke  set  hoard  of  Florida ; 

Which  WM  r«(orr»d  to  the  Commitlee  oo  tho  8uuo  of  tho  Tonitory^ 
A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  in  relation  to  Esocutiooe  and  Deofiee 
fn  Cliaocery.  waa  read  a  third  time ; 

Mr.  Stepiieoa  moved  that  it  be  laid  oo  the  taUe ; 
Upon  this  motion  the  aya  and  naya  we4a  eaUed  by  Haaar*.  Sta«. 
^btna  and  Sadbory,  and  «rere : 

Ay8^->*Blr.  Speal&e^  Mettra.  B«Qiien(9ao»    BrowBt    Botlw 

Cburci ,  McKiiiBOD,  Milter,  Myerf^Sadbnry  tnd  Stfpbeii»^10L 

Nava^—Metsix  Bell,  Bird,  Bryaa^  Braiicb,  Evapta  Ferpfto- 

"det,  Fontaiie,  Motely,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  Sonib,  TiiJflQr  mii 

'Thigpio— 14, 

So  the  aaotion  waa  loik 

Mr.  Pernandex  moved  that  aaid  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
Upon  this  motion  the  aya  and  nays  were  called  by  Mesars.  Smith 
^mnd  Stephens,  and  were : 

Ays— Messrs.  Bannermai>,  BelU  Bird,  Bryan,  Brancli,Evans, 
Vernaiidvi,  Pontan^.  Mo«e1y,  Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  Snub, 
Tay  lor,  Thigpin  and  WUfiams^lS. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Bush,  Chorcb,  McKmnoii^  Miller, 
Ifyers,  Sadbiiry  and  Sti^pheRs— 9. 
The  motion  at  cordingly  prevailed. 

A  bin  10  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  tho  bank  of  TalHifaaa«ee» 
^aa  read  a  thirdlime ; 

Mr.  Williams  iMoved  tfaiit  it  be  indefinitely  poatponed. 
Upon  this  motion,  the  aya  and  naya  ik  ere  coHed  by  Messrs.  Fenuuv 
4es  and  Williams,  and  were : 

Ays — Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Bush,  Fernandei,  Fontane,  Mitler, 
Nunes,  Pent,  Priest,  Smith,  SteeW,  Taylor,  Tbigpio  und  WiK 
liar  s#^l4* 

Nayi-*-Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs^  Bsuinerrota,  Brown,  BryMi 
Smiicb,  Evaca,  Mr  KionmuMesfi^^Sadbury  ^  Si^ptMHM-^l(W 
Ao  Iha  motion  prevailed. 

A  biUtobeeiiiMlad,  aa  acit  to  imaod  tho  Cfaartof  of  Iho  TaUahMt 
^aaa  Rail  ftoad  Coaqiany,  waa  read  a  aaoood  aai  tbifd  im^  and  put 
tipon  its  pdaaaae : 

Tkt  ayn  and  n^yB  were  adied  oo  ihia  f usatloa  by  MeafMi  Feman* 
dec  aad  HaiuMnnaat  and  were*-^ 

Avf^^Mr.  Speaker,  Mesrrs.  BarniaraMii,  Bell,  Bfown,  Bnr^ 
nn,  flush,  Branch,  Church,  Evans,  McKinoon,  Miller,  Moat jy<, 
Ifnnes,  Pent,  Sadbnry  nwi  Stephens— *16. 

Nays— Messrs,  Bird,  Femaodet,  Fooune,  Pilett,  Snltb  ni 
Taylor— 6. 

So  said  bill  paaaed; 
Title  aa  aforesaid. 

A  bin  to  be  entitled,  an  act  for  the  raHefof  B^Jimhi  6.  Tbcffttt    « 
Ion,  waa  poet^ned  until  Monduy  next. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bilt  to  b^  on* 
iaad,aBactuiadditmtotliaaevoralaotaMwia(bre^  eaiahtiihtnt 
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CMtty  Cturte  Mr>  MeKfamM  io  dur  duSr.  Aft«r  mm  ^km 
flMOl  IB  eontideralioii  thereof,  the  Commhtee  reee,  and  by  their 
(^Mtirmao  reported  progretSt  eod  asked  leave  to  ait  again ; 

Which  report  wai  agreed  to ; 

Mr-  Stephens  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed; 

The  ays  and  nays  were  ealled  on  this  question  by  Messrs,  Branch 
nod  Stephens,  and  were-« 

Ays— Hetsre.  Bird,  Bnsh,  Chnrch,  Femandet,  Fonisne,  Mc- 
KionoOt  Bliller,  Nunet«  Priest,  Sadbufy,  Smith,  Stepliens,  Tay- 
lor, Thigpin  and  Wiltiams— 15. 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Belt,  Broiro,  Brancli  and 
Mosely— 5. 

So  the  notion  prevailed. 

IW  House  then  a^lMniediiata  Monday  next,  19o*clod[. 


MomAT,  Mareh  1st,  IMl. 

The  House  met  porsoant  to  adjournment,  and  the  journal  of  last 
Saturday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Thigpin  offer^  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions: 

WnaKiAs,  The  great  privileges  and  powers  grained  to  sundry 
eorporatiens  of  this  ^rritory,  by  former  Legislative  Councils,  have 
been  called  lo  the  attention  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the 
Judiciary  Committee  ot  which  have  suggested  the  piophety  of  a 
■odifleitfion  of  the  same,  and  that  sundry  restrictions  be  placed  oo 
die  said  corporations  •*  Add  whbkkas,  sundry  other  powera,  granted 
lo  th#  same,  and  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  have  been  found  to 
Morate  injuriously  to  the  interes  s  of  the  people  of  this  Terrirory :  And 
WHiBBASf  in  similar  corporations  created  in  the  Uuited  States^  it  has 
been  Ibund  fxpedient  and  necessary,  and  eminently  conducive  to  the 
public  weal,  that  sundry  restrictions  should  be  placed  on  such  corpo* 
rations,  which  restrictions,  through  the  imprevidence  of  the  Legisla. 
tive  Council,  were  omitted  in  the  grant  of  powere  to  the  said  corpora* 
tions. 

Be  itihenfort  Rucihed  hy  the  Governor  and  LegiOathe  CetmeU 
efthe  Territory  of  Floiida,  That  our  Delegate  in  Congress  be  iw« 
guested  to  obtain  from  that  body  such  modificiitions  of  the  said  grant 
of  i^wer,  and  such  r<>striaion8  on  the  said  corporations,  as  shall  be 
most  coi  ductve  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  this  Territory,  coniport 
with  the  increasing  knowledge  of  the  country  rdattve  to  Banking  Cor* 
poratims,  and  be  in  accordance  with  jusMce  and  right. 

Be  U  further  Reeohed^  Thbt  a  co(^  of  these  nfsolutions  be  sent  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Eepreaentativfii  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
Chsif]BMm  of  the  Judiciaiy  Commiitee  of  botb  Bousesb  nod  lo  our 
Balesafe  in  CooffssasL 

Whiebwatresd. 
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Mr.  TWgpiD»  (without  pmrtdut  notice^)  #kc«iiied  tetTetomtrolvM 
mbill, to  06 entitle!,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  to  amend  the  45th  and 
46th  sections  of  an  act»  relating  to  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  ap« 
proved  February  10th,  1893 ; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  eeeond  Tf«dtng  on  to*morrow« 

The  Committee  on  Clainra,  to  which  was  referred  the  petitioD  of 
John  D«  Parish  ds  Co.,  reported,  *•  That  from  the  voacbera  arcompa- 
nying  the  petition,  they  hav9  no  doobt  bat  that  the  claim  is  jual ;  theT 
rooommend  the  adoption  of  the  folio  wiof  biU.^  tis*  a  bUl  to  be  eotided, 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Parish  d(  Co. ; 

Which  wae  read,  and  ordered  for  a eeoood  seadingoQ  to^nonww. 

Mr.  Priest,  from  sane  committee,  made  a  report  to  the  Houses 
which  was  read; 

Mr.  Brown  moved  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  recomEuttod 
tothem; 

Upon  this  motioo  theaya  and  naya  were  called  by  Meaara.  Bfoww 
•ad  DovaU  and  were: 

Ays— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannermao,  Bell,  Bird,  Brow% 
Bush,  Bryan,  Charch,  £vans,  Femandes,  Footane,  Miller,  Meeely, 
Myers,  Pent,  Priest,  Sadbury,  Stephene,  Taylor,  Thifpiiu-->30.      . 

Naya— Messrs.  Smith  and  Williams.— 3« 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  committee  reported  to  the  House  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  ad 
to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  h  <  Commissioner  to  settle  all  Milkia 
Claims  urisiiig  under  any  Uw  of  this  Territory,  since  the  pommenoe* 
ment  of  the  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

Which  report  was  received. 

Mr.  l^higpin  moved  that  said  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 

Upon  this  queetioti  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Thif. 
pin  and  Smith,  and  were, 

Ays*— ^Messrs.  Bird,  Evans,  Fernandez,  Footane,  Priest,  Smith  and 
Thiffpiii — 7. 

Nays — Mr*  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  BeU,  Brows,  Bush, 
Bryaii,  liranch.  Church,  Duval,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Moaely,  Myera» 
Pent,  Sadbury,  and  Stephena-^16. 

So  the  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Mosely  then  moved  that  said  UU  be  recommitted  to  the  Con* 
aoiltee  on  Claim;) ; 

Upon  this  motion  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Brown 
and  Duval,  aud  were : 

Ays.  Mr.  S|>eaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Bird,  Bryan, 
Branch,  Fernandez,  Footane,  Miller,  Mosely,  Priest,  Smith,  aod 
Thigpin.     14. 

Nays,  ilessrs.  Brown,  Bush,  Church,  Duval,  Evans,  McKinaoOt 
Hyers,  I^ent.  Sadbury  and  Stephens.     10. 

So  the  iBotioo  prevailed. 

Mr.  Duval,  from  the  select  coimnittee  to  which  was  referred  Urn 

Ktition  of  R.  C.  Raglaod,  made  the  following  report: 
le  Select  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  petitioii  of  Raoo 
C.  Ragland,  have  had  the  same  under  consideratioo,  and  afisr  % 

fan.n»fi<nif|)wi  ipioA$nifai$^th0mmi^Uglmmin 
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tIEPORTv 

'iThat  they  are  of  opinioo,  that  the  plmjrer  of  the  petidMi^  ii  MM 
*lNmefolet  etjd  o«gfat  to  be  gffiiiiied«eo4  aieio«ylinghr  refMirt  lb«  Mleirli^ 
feeolation.  A.  F.  DUVAU  CbMrawn. 

Retahfd  h^tkaGoMrmrmud  LtpaaHtoe  Cotmoil  e/lAe  T€rntar$ 
V  f^  HAr,  That  the  fioe  atid  toipneoiiiiient  nidged  epeiiiit  Raa* 
C.  Regkindt  by  the  Judge  oftbe  Mpefieir  Couft  of  Leoo  Comity,  toi 
the  Middle  District,  at  the  PaU  Ten*  lof  itie aoftd  CoM  far  IMO»  be 
andtbesaoie  ia  hereby  nnitledt  on  the iiad  Raf^aiMl  fNnying  att  ooM 
and  cbargea. 

Which  was  rte^ltnd  ordered  fo  be  placed  mmoog  the  erJaaa  ^f  ^ 

The  Senate  sent  back  to  th^  Boose  a  bill  entitled^  an  act  t^iaetiK 
|oraiethe  Saittilton  Acadefiiy»  in  the  Ceuoiy  of  liaiiMltoa»  m  barint 
passed  that !>ody«  with  the  title  aineiid^d,  by  strihbfeet  iImb  W^fd  «4i 
Ulet«lhe  wiJMl  *«  HaauMsttf'* 
.   Which  aaasndiBeirt  waa  poaowrted  lo  by  the  Il«iiltte. 

Alao  ao  ad  to  tneorpctf!ate  the  Cherry  buke  Acadeaiiy»iii  the  aiato* 
ty  of  MadisoD,  as  having  passed  ibal  body«  The  Utie  wm  mmmoM 
hy  striking  out  the  word  ''the*'  before  the  Word  "^dpmf." 

Which  amendmeai  was  agreed  to  hy  the  Houasb 

Hia  BscelleHcy  th^  ^oiverMr,  tranaiMted  IQ  tiie  Bodae  the  falkwi 
log  ceauiuuiicatiott  \ 

EXRCtJTIVE  DSMftTmMT, 

*!ral]Rhftstee,  Isi  March,  1841. 
'To  the  Le^iiUttttiit  CoH^ofFtffrida : 

1  respectfully  inform  you  that  t  ha»e  approred  fhe  tbXhmiof  acta 
^f  the  Legislature* 

1.  An  act  to  repeal  an  a<$t  entkled,  an  aCl^a  tcAatfon  fa  JtirMS  kt 
the  Southern  District,  and  ^>r  6ther  p^rpf»ae8k 

^  A  IPreamhle  and  llesciAntion  relatiTtt  to  the  lale  Jatnev  W.  Bx% 
irni,  late  Marahatl  tt  West  Fkftda. 

RejBERT  KATIIO)»  MSID, 

Which  was  read. 

The  Hotwe  vthnt  into  coinmiftee  of  tht  whole  on  a  bill  to  he  eatk 
dad,  an  act  for  th^ 'relief  of  R^irj.  6.  Thornton.  Mr.  Thigpin  m  tkm 
ehatr^-^-after  sonUe  thtie  spdnt  ra  consideration  (hereof,  the  eoMinailfae 
roee,  and  by  their  chairman,  reported  aaid  bill  to  the  Hoitse  ametHMf 
-  Which  report  was  agreed  to,  said  bHI  tead  a  aeeood  tidiet  uid  •r* 
dered  (or  a  third  reading  onto  morrow. 

A  biU  to  be  entitled,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  LcfiA  F.  Moahtsr*  wa« 
iOad  a  thiTQ  ttme  aud  passed*    Tide  aa  aiereaaKi. 

ifr.  Stephena,  witlioot  prerioua  notice,  obtajoed  TearetPintroAKa 
a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  aevcM  acta  narttm 
nfce^  reepeetmg  Jndietal  proceediogai  and 'those  ^peapc^^off  appeas 
luid  write  of  error  in  citH  cases ; 

Which  trffslread  by  ifa  titte,  the  radeMi^  Iraifed;  mii4  ovderMf  AT 
a  third  reading  on  to  indrroir. 
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itolhtpMfle  tfddf  Tbriifeofy  m  9¥Uii  conm^j.    WMi  % 

commtiniealioa  infeniijog  the  Home  that  the  BmMto  adh«;ts  to  it« 
afner>diii«<iistoMud  bill* 
Tbe  UooM  thaa  adftunnied  uolU  to.m»rrQW  nytfoinf  U  o'doel^ 


TvESDAT,  March  2,  1841. 

TIm  HoQte  net  porsoant  to  adjoummeiit,  and  the  Joartial  of 
jetterday's  proceedings  was  read* 

Mr.  BrowQ  presented  the  petition  of  Wm.  P.  Dnval,  Esq.^ 
Which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
He  also  presented  the  petition  of  R.  K.  Call,  late  Governor 
of  Florida ; 

Which  was  referred  to  a  select  comroittee,-^He8srs  ltrown» 
Pontane  and  Evans,  were  appointed  said  como^ittee* 

Mr.  Priest  made  the  following  report ; 

The  CooMsittea  on  Claimt,  to  whom  was  referred  <«  a  bill  to  be  neti^ 

tied  an  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  CommiaaioiiAr  to 

settle  all  Militia  claims  arising  under  any  law  of  this  Territory t" 

1§Q^4fc^  have  careftdly  copsidered  the  samei  and  beg  leave  to 

REPORT* 

That  the  dotlaa  preaeribed  for  the  Commiaaioner  propeaed  to  bo 
appointedt  more  aropeHy  belong  to  the  Governor,  By  the  Organic 
Law  he  is  madb  C«NiiaMiader4o-Chief  of  the  Militias  and  as  aucbt  haa 
his  Adjutant*  Pay.Ma8ter«  die.  It  ia  equally  hia  duty  to  cnll  out  the 
Miiilia  wheo  neeeasary»  and  to  auperintend  the  pigment  of  the  troopa 
thus  called  out  by  his  order ;  and  a  bo  to  aee  thut  forage  jand  subsis- 
tence ia  not  only  provided*  but  paid  for.  To  enable  him  to  do  this*  « 
atafll^  Composed  or  proper  officers*  is  allowei  him.  Why,  then,  should 
those  duties,  aaeilgned  to*  luid  properly  belonging  to*  officers  already 
aeleeiod  and  appolmed,  be  taken  irom  them*  and  traraferred  to  a  ape- 
etal  Comrniaaioner  T  Why  a^ke  the  €h>vemor  CQQlmaader.in*Chtef, 
and  permit  him  a  staff*  if  the  duties*  for  the  performance  of  which  the 
ihembera  of  this  staff  were  appointed,  are  to  be  assigned  to  others  1 
Te  divest  him*  and  thereby  his  staff  of  these  duties  ancf  privileges* 
would  interfere  with  the  powers  delegated  to  the  Governor,  and  ren. 
der  that  chiuae  of  the  Organic  law*  making  him  Commander-in-Chief, 
Wholly  nngatory. 

The  Comasittee  beKava  the  provialona  cover  entirety  too  muck 
ground.  The  dutiea  of  the  Commiaaioner  to  be  appointed  under  thss 
act*  would  clash  with  those  prasDvifaad  for  the  United  Statue  officer, 
DOW  in  thia  city*  who  has  been  sent  heiw  |e  iM|mra  into  ad  chdroa 
which  have  ariaeo  to  the  Mditia*  prior  to  their  heuif  mustered  into  the 
'"  of  the  United  Stalea  i  and  aleo  into  all  obimt  fer  feme  and 
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aabttstence  finmiihtd  die  said  MHiria.  The  ImB  fttojfmbtg  the  m^ 
fointn  ent  of  n  Commnsianeff  contemplatec  and  would  embrace  CbMe 
claims.  1  be  appoiatcneot  ot  a  <.  ommissioneri  at  this  timet  on  tbe . 
part  of  the  Temtory,  to  perform  the  same  duties,  would  be  oot  oaly 
useless,  but  treating  the  efforts  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  m  behalf  of 
the  sufferers  in  tl»is  Territory,  with  want  of  confideoce  and  respect. 
It  would  also  produce  confusion,  and  thereby  retard  the  settletneot  of 
many  debts  and  claims  which  should  have  been  long  since  liquidated. 
The  Committee  are  further  of  opinion  that,  the  appointment  of  a  spe* 
cial  Commissioner  is  not  only  useless,  but  highly  extravagant;  tbe 
salary  of  this  officibr  would  be  another  burthen  upon  an  empty  and 
greatly  eii^arrassed  treasury ;  the  services  lo  be  rendered,  eao  be 
obtained  without  this  expense,  by  calling  upofi  the  appr  ipriate  nili. 
tary  4>fficers  already  appointed.  The  committee  are,  moreover  of 
opinion,  that  the  object  of  this  bill  would  be  defeated,  by  the  daose 
roquiriog  the  propt  sed  commissioner  to  keep  his  office  in  Yallahaseee. 
Most  of  the  claims  have  arisen  in  a  section  of  the  Territory,  two  or 
three  hutidred  miles  distant  from  the  location  of  the  commtsaiooer ; 
the  poor  claimant,  residing  east  of  the  Suwannee,  would  be  at  too 
great  an  expense,  tx>th  of  time  and  money  ;  this  expense  would  cause 
many,  specially  the  poor,  to  sacrifice  their  just  claims,  and  produce, 
in  many  cases,  a  total  abandonment  of  tlicm ;  the  person  author  eed 
to  settle  these  claims,  should  go  where  they  have  generally  ariseo  ; 
toe  claimant  should  be  required  to  indergo  no  more  privations. 

The  tardy  action  of  the  Territory  and  General  GovemmeDt,  in 
■ettling  them,  has  already  been  an  unjust  and  onerous  tax. 

Regarding  the  bill  referred  to  as  useless  and  unnecessary,  and  tbe 
chief  effect  of  it  as  being  only  to  create  a  new  office,  the  committee 
report  the  same  to  the  House,  with  all  of  it  except  the  enacting  clause 
stricken  out,  and  the  annexed  bill  as  a  substitute  therefor. 

GABRIEL  PRIES  P,  i  halrnHui. 

Which  was  received,  and  fifiy  copies  of  all  tbe  docaments 
therewith  connected,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  tbeTerrito- 
fy,  made  the  following  report : 
The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Territoir.*  to  whom  was  re- 

ferred  tlie  Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida, 

witli  accompanying  docaments,  relative  to  tbe  defenceless 

conditioa  of  the  Florida  sea-board^ 

REPORT 

The  said  memorial  to  the  House  without  amendment,  concur] 
ring  in  the  views  expressed  in  said  memorial,  and  recommeM 
Ibe  early  and  serions  atteatioa  of  Congress  lo  the  matter  there* 
m  set  forth, 

Which  was  read  and  concurred  iit* 

Mr.  Bash  made  the  frllowing^ 
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REPORT : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  directed  me  to  report 
as  correctly  enrolled, 

An  act  to  incorporate  Cherry  Lake  Academy,  in  the  county 
of  Madison. 

THOS.  M.  BUSH,  Chairman 
Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 
Mr*  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Banks,  to  which  was  re* 
ferred  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  regulate  the  banks  of  Flo- 
rida, and  to  compel  their  resumption  of  specie  payments,  repor* 
ted  said  bill  to  the  House  without  amendment ; 
Which  report  was  agreed  to  and  said  bill  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr*  Daval  made  the  following  report : 
The  Select  Committed  to  whom  was  referred  a  certahi  resolution  re* 
quftMing  them  to  make  inquiry,  and  report  to  this  House,  what 
auctiooeer  have  failed  to  make  return  of  sales,  at  auction,  for  the 
last  year,  as  is  required  by  law«  aod  what  amount  of  sales  have 
been  so  made,  and  not  accounted  for,  beg*  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  thev  have  net  been  able  to  make  all  the  enquiries  contained 
in  said  resolution,  in  consequence  of  the  extent  of  the  disUrict  of 
country  they  occupy  ;  but  would  rncommend  the  following  bill,  and 
•ak  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
aubmitted  to  them. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  F.  DUYAL,  Chairmam. 

A  BILL 

To  be  entitled,  an  act  to  compel  Auctioneers  to  pay  over  the  amount 
due  to  Uie  Territory,  for  Auction  fees,  and  not  accoanled  for  by 
them«  and  for  other  purposes. 
SectionL  Be  U  enacted  by  the  G&eernar  and  Legiitatke  Cemu 
eUof  Ae  TerrUaryof  FJoridOf  That  the  Auditor  of  public  accounts 
be  directed  to  transmit  to  the  several  district  atlornies,  of  this  Terri- 
tory, the  names  of  ail  auctioneers  in  their  several  districts,  who  havo 
fkiled  to  make  returns  of  the  amount  of  auction  sales  made  by  them 
during  the  last  year,  as  is  required  by  law. 

Sec.  2^  Beit  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
District  Attotnies,  on  the  receipt  of  the  Auditors  report,  to  make'diU 
igent  euquiry  of  the  amount  of  sales,  made  by  each  Auctioneer,  in 
their  respective  districts,  during  the  past  year,  ha¥ing  ascertained 
the  amount  of  any  such  sales,  and  the  same  not  accounted  for,  it 
shall  then  be  the  duty  of  the  district  attornies,  to  cause  suits  to  be 
broui^t  against  all  such  defaulting  auctioneers,  together  with  their 
•ecuhties,  for  the  amount  that  may  be  due  the  Territory  for  snch 
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a«€tidlititei,aDaonthd  rwi4i(km  of  jiidgiMrt,  lodi  aoelioMer  ra4 
their  tMuritiea,  AaU  pay,  ia  addition  to  the  Torritory,  twenty  par 
cant  on  the  amoont  of  the  judgment  reodared. 

Sh:.  3.  Be  U  further  entu^Ud,  That  in  case  any  auctioneer  shaU 
fail  to  return  to  the  district  attorney,  when  called  on,  a  fair  atatement 
of  the  amount  of  their  aales,  they  shall  be  subject  to  indictmenn  and 
on  conviction,  fined  in  a  aum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  donara,al 
the  discretion  of  the  court.  .  . 

See.  4.  BeUjuHkermuiei&d,  That  the  Judges  of  the  Superior 
Oenrta  ef  thia  Territory,  ahall  gite  this  act  hi  charge  to  the  Ocaod 
*npy.  , 

Which  waa  read  and  fifty  copiea  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate  the  following  bil's,  onginat« 
ing  in  this  House  aa  having  received  the  concurreuce  of  that  body, 

iris:  »  .,  »    j 

An  act  tJ  incorparate  tte  Tampa  Bay  and  St  Johna  Rail  Road 
Canal  and  Steamboat  Company.  t 

▲  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  lola  and  St  Joseph 
Canal  and  Rail  Road  Campany* 

A  bin  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  change  the  name  of  Abraham  Mar* 
shal  Trotmon. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  giving  the  right  of  lien  to  sbtpwrtghta 
ihaterial  men,  dec,  in  this  Territory,  and 

An  act  to  repeal  the  4th  section  of  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  to  aoieiid 
an  act  paaaed  January  81, 1888,  eatiUed,  an  act  to  incerporat*  Ihm 
City  of  Apahchicola,  approved  March  3d,  1830, 

Also  rtie  fellowlag  bill  as  having  been  rejected  by  the  Senate,  via : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  regulating  tite  feee  of  Jailora  in  thia 
Territory. 

The  resolutions  offered  on  yesterday  b>  Mr.  Tbigpin,  wave  read 
a  second  time.  Upon  the  quoiition  of  the  pansage  of  theae  resolu- 
tion/*,  on  ihe  second  reading,  the  Ays  and  Nays  were  eaHed  by 
Messrs.  Tliispin  and  Williiima,  and  were, 

Ays.~Mesars.  Bell,  Bird,  Branch,  Evans,  Fereandei,  Fob- 
tase,  Priest,  Smith  and  Thigpin— 18. 

Nays. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Banoerman,  Brown,  Bosh, 
Bryan,  Chnrch,  Duval,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Myers  Peo^  Sa^ 
burjr,  and  Stephens— 13. 

So  I  be  resolution  was  lost. 

A  UD  to  be  entitied,  an  act  fiirdie  r^ef  of  John  D.  Phrish  ^  Co.» 
"Arasreadaaecondandtiiirdtimeiand  passed; 

Titieaaafimaaid. 

A  bill  to  be  entitied,  an  act  fi>r  the  relief  of  Bmjamin  6.  Thornton, 
Irkalaidon  the  table. 

A  bdl  to  be  entitied;  an  act  to  aherand  aoMud  the  aeveral  acta  ia 
ftroereapecting  Judicial  proceedinga,  and  tiiose  rwipeetiog  appeah 
and  writs  of  error  in  civil  cases,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Stephens  offered  the  foUowmg  amendment ; 

Which  was  adopted. 

Hie  hill  waa  then  put  upon  ita  third  reading,  the  role  being  waived; 
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lU  ayt  and  Mjrt  werocalM  oa  thk  qiiiiCi«Q  bf  Hmm.  Bd  a»4 

Tbigpea,  «id  wM# : 

Ayt.  Mr.  Soeaker,  Hestra.  Banatraiaoy  BM,  Broinii 
Bosb,  Charcb,  Daval,  Fernandes,  Fontaiie,  Miltari  Myw^ 
Feiit,  Priest,  Sadbarj  and  Stepbeos.     IS. 

Nays.    Messrs.  BeU,  Branch,  Evans,  McKimioai  and  ^koaOu 

SosaUfafflpasaed; 

Title  as  aforeaaid. 

JVr.  ftraoch  nofed  that  the  bffl  for  the  relief  of  BeojamUiG. 
TbarotoD  he  takea  froai  the  table,  aad  placed  amoog  the  ordeia  of 
the  day; 

Which  metKNi  was  lost. 

The  Hooae  thea  adjourned  until  this  eveaiag,  4  e'ctock. 

FOUR  O'CLOCK  P.  M. 


The  House  met  pursuant  to  a^ieumment. 

Hr.  Branch  made  a  report  to  the  House  of  the  several  items  ef  the 
compeasation  bill ; 

Wbicti  report  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  tsble,  with  permission  to 
the  ChMfmaa  to  draw  up  a  bill  on  said  subject ; 

On  this  question  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Williaoii 
and  Bird,  and  were : 

Ays.  Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bush, 
Bryan,  Branch,  Church,  Duval,  Evans,  Femandet,  Fontane, 
McEinnon,  Miller,  Myers,  Pent,  Priest^  Sadbury,  Smith  and 
Stephens.    19* 

Nays.    Messrs.  Bell  and  Williams.    2. 

The  House  appointed  Messrs.  Stephens  aad  Baaaermaa  a  eem« 
ttittee  on  their  part,  to  eonfer  with  Measrsi  Liviagsten  and  Palot,  % 
committee  of  the  Senate,  on  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  R*  K« 
Call,  hue  Goveiiior  of  Floffida ; 

The  Senate  transmitted  te  this  House,  as  having  passed  that  body, 
a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  ibr  the  relief  of  Jabes  B*  Bull  and  Patrick 
Kerr; 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to*niorrew; 

Also,  the  following  bill  originating  in  this  House,  as  having  passed 
that  body,  viz.  an  act  tq  amend  the  charter  of  the  Tallahassee  Rail 
Road  company. 

The  House  went  bto  Committee  of  the  Whole,  en  a  Raooit  and 
Memorial  from  the  Senate,  rekuive  to  the  exposed  state  of  tbe  eea 
board  of  Ftonda,  and  recommending  the  estabhshing  of  a  Naval  8ta» 
tion  at  St  Joseph-^Mr.  McKinnon  b  the  Chair.  After  some  tinm 
epent  in  comideratiMi  thereof,  the  Committee  vooe,  aad  by  thsfer 
Chairman  reported  the  same  to  the  Houae  wiihoat  amendaMmt ; 

Which  report  was  received; 

Upon  the  questisn  ef  the  adeptien  of  aaid  Memorial  theay»aiid 
Mya  w««  ceVed  bgr  JfJiMB.  Myeia  aiid  8ts|^han%  avd  ^ 
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Ays;  Mr«  Speaker,  Messrs,  Bird,  Brown,  Bush,  Bwymi  , 
Braocb,  Femandei,  McEinnon,  Miller,  Pent,  Priest,  Smitbl 
ud  Williams.      13- 

Nays.  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Charcb,  Duval,  Evaas,  Mjren, 
Sadbary  and  Stephens.     7. 

So  the  memorial  was  adopted* 

Hia  ExceUency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  the  House  th«  fidbw 
ing  conimunication— - 

Executive  Department,     \ 
Tallahassee,  2d  March,  1841.         > 
To  ike  Legislative  Comcil  of  Florida  : 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  1  have  approved  the  foUowiiig  ae 
of  the  Legislatare : 

1.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Monticello  Rail  Road  Company; 

2.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Port  of  Leon. 

3.  An  act  to  authorise  the  Branswick  and  Florida  Rail  Road 
Company,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
to  construct  a  Rail  Road  through  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

4.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  City 
of  Apalachicola. 

5.  A  resolution  relative  to  granting  the  franking  urivHege  to  the 
Governor  of  Florida. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REDD- 

Mr.  Bush  made  the  following  report — 

Mr.  Bush  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  reported  as  cor-^ 
rectly  enrolled : 

An  act  to  incorporate  Hamilton  Academy  in  the  county  of  Ham3« 
ton. 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Abraham  Marshall  TroCoMM,  te 
that  of  Abraham  Marshall  Cason. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  4th  section  of  an  act  entitlod,  an  act  to 
amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Apalioola,  approved  March 
M,  1439. 

The  Houae  then  adjourned  until  to^merrew  monuDg,  10  o'de  ck 


Wednesoat,  March  3, 1841. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjourment,  and  the  Joumal  cf 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House,  a  bill  entitled,  an  act 
lo  amend  an  act  entitled,  an  act  concerning  the  appointment 
and  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  as  indefinitely  postp 
poned. 

Mr.  Daval  offered  the  folbwing  resdutioii : 

WBERKAfii>ai  thefiOlterm  of  the  Leon  Superior  Govt,  184^» 
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Raiie  C.  Ragland  was  indicted  and  convicted  of  the  offence  of 
gambling,  and  wag  sentenced  by  the  Coart,  to  pay  a  fin^  of  one 
thoasand  dollars,  and  to  be  imprisoned  for  the  term  of  six 
mouths,  and 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  the  said  punish- 
ment is  disproportioned  to  the  offence. 

'  Be  it  werefore  resolved^  That  this  Legislature,  without  in- 
fringing upon  the  prerogatives  of  the  Executive,  do  respectful- 
ly recommend  the  Governor  of  this  Territory,  to  remit  the 
judgement  of  the  said  court,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  imprison- 
ment of  the  said  Ragland,  and  that  a  copy  hereof,  signed  by 
the  proper  officers  of  this  Legislative  Council,  be  sent  to  his 
Excellency  Governor  Reid. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr  Priest  made  the  following  report : 
The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pedtion  of 

Wm.  P.  DuvaL  assignee  of  John  P.  Duval,  have  the  honor 

to 

REPORT; 

That  they  have  not  bad  time  to  refer  to  any  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  the  petition  of  the  said  Duval,  but  they  have  no  doubt 
that  the  allegations  set  forth  by  the  petitioner  are  true. 

Your  committee  does  not  know  that  it  has  been  usual  to  allow 
interest  on  claims  against  the  Territory  or  the  Tallahassee 
Fan4,  but  in  order  to  quiet  the  claim  of  the  petitioner,  the  com- 
mittee respectfully  submits  the  following  resolution  to  the  con- 
nderation  of  the  House. 

GABRIEL  PRIEST,  CJurivman. 

Resolved  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  ike 
Territory  of  Florida^  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  Talla- 
hassee Fund,  allow  to  Wm.  P.  Duval,  assignee  of  John  P.  Do^ 
val,  lawful  interest  on  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  from  the 
passage  of  a  resolution  in  favor  of  the  said  Duval,  for  the  said 
sum];  in  the  year  1896,  up  to  the  sale  of  the  lots  of  the  Talla- 
hassee fund,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1840. 

Which  was  received  and  concurred  in,  and  said  resolution 
read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Brown  from  the  Committee  on  Banks  made  the  follow- 
ing 

REPORr: 

The  Committee  on  Banks  having  reported  upon  all  the  sub- 
jects referred  to  their  consideration,  at  the  present  session  of  the 
legislative  Council,  except  <^  so  much  of  the  Governor's  mes- 
sage, as  relates  to  the  Currency,  and  condition  of  the  Florida 
Banks,"  and  **  s«  much  of  the  presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury 
ioi  and  fori  the  Counties  of  Su  John's  and  Musquito,  as  relatet 
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to  the  present  conditkui  of  the  banks  of  Florida,"  beg  Imw  Iq 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  of  jlepresentatives,  to  die  Re- 
port which  they  had  the  honor  to  present  on  the  Resolntions, 
Instructing  them  to  make  certain  inquiries  intf>  the  affairs  c^the 
Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company ;  and  their  Report 
on  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida  ;  which  Reports  your  Committee  befieve,  cover 
the  whole  ground  of  inquiry,  and  furnish  in  their  opinion,  all 
the  information,  which  is  needtui  to  be  known,  in  relation  to  the 
condition  of  those  two  Institutions. 

Your  Committee,  before  they  close  their  labors,  beg  leave  to 
remark,  that  they  have  carefully,  and  diligently  examined,  the 
Reports  and  Statements  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  and  the 
Soatbem  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  and  have  availed 
themselves  of  all  the  aid  and  assistance,  which  was  politely  and 
freely  tendered  them,  by  the  officers  of  these  Banks :  and  have 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  fullest  confidence  may  be  placed 
in  their  ability  to  discharge,  all  their  liabilities  to  the  public, 
with  a  little  time  and  forbearance*  That  it  appears  they  have 
reduced  their  circulation  more  than  one-half  of  what  h  was 
when  the  general  auspension  occurred ;  «id  indeed,  that  all  the 
paper  they  have  now  afioat,  could  be  taken  in  by  the  accnniig 
interest  alone,  for  the  current  year. 

Of  the  eoadition  of  the  Bank  of  Pensacola,  (the  ob^  other 
Bank  now  in  operation  in  this  Territory,)  your  Committee  are 
unable  to  express  an  opinion,  as  no  report  from  that  Bank  km 
been  laid  before  them,  and  its  location  is  too  remote  from  tiw 
capitol,  for  your  Committee  to  obtain  any  iuformatioQ  ia  regard 
to  its  afikirs,  during  the  present  session  of  the  Legislative  Conn* 
ciL 

And  finally,  as  it  regards  the  condition  of  onr  cnrrea^  and 
Mchange— of  the  eoMits  or  the  remediti,  yonr  committee^  are 
admonished,  amid  the  clashing  of  opinions  upon  these  iatereft* 
ing  subjectsi  which  have  so  distracted  the  public  mind,  to  refrain 
from  any  attempt  at  an  exposition,  least  they  ^reader  confiiwon 
worse  confounded ;''  but  leave  the  solution  to  that  great  regi^ 
tor,  time—with  this  single  remark,  that  the  recent  abortive  at- 
tempt of  the  Banks,  south  of  the  Hudson,  under  Legislative  eo* 
ercimi,  to  resume  specie  payments,  establishes  the  fiiict  incoates- 
tably,  that  the  direful  evils  we  complain  of,  are  not  exclusively 
the  result  of  Florida  Bankings  nor  are  they  to  be  cored  entirely 
by  Florida  Legislation. 

THOS.  BROWN,  Chairman. 

Which  was  received  by  the  House. 

Mr,  Branch  from  the  Committee  on  Corapensatioa  made  the 
IbHowing  report : 

The  Committef  en  Oanpentatiao  bag  leave  te 
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REPORT : 

'  That  thej  have  examined  the  accounts  preaented  them  \j  Tmriooe 
]penoo8  against  the  United  States,  for  services  rendered  and  articles 
furnished  the  present  Legislative  Council ;  as  also  several  aoeouote 
for  services  rendered  to  the  last  Legislative  Council  remaining  un- 
paid« 

By  the  oempensatioo'bill,  herewith  reported,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  expt'nses  of  the  Legislative  Council  are  becoming,  if  they  have 
not  already  become,  unusually  and  unaecessarily  large.  3  he  affgre* 
gate  of  the  sums  to  be  appropriated*  together  with  the  pay  ofthe 
members,  amount  to  about  thirty -two  thousand  dollars.  It  is  true, 
that  many  of  the  accounts  passed  by  the  Committee,  and  incorporate 
in  the  compensation  bill,  are  for  services  rendered  to  the  last  Legisla- 
tive Council.  It  is  also  true,  that  the  expenses  of  this  session  have 
beed  increased,  by  the  necessity  of  buying  furniture,  and  other  arti- 
des  for  Ae  new  capitol,  a  part  of  which  has  been  occupied  by  the 
Council  at  its  present  session.  The  committee  are  neverthekes  of 
the  opinion,  that  a  spirit  of  extravagance^  a  disregard  of  eeenomy, 
hae  crept  inio  our  expenditures,  which  should  be  checked.  The 
appropriatieas  made  by  Congress,  will  not  be  sufficient,  or  scarcely 
•o,  to  meet  the  i^propriatiens  called  for  by  the  bill  herewith  re- 
ported. 

The  committee  feel  it  their  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  amount  ex* 
ponded  for  stationary,  averaging  for  each  member  nearly  eighty  del- 
lars.  They  recommend  that  a  resolution  may  be  adopted,  making  it 
obligatory  upon  merchants  and  others,  to  ensure  payment,  to  keep  the 
account  of  each  member  separately ;  distinctly  setting  forth  each  aiti« 
de  purchased  by  him,  and  requiring  the  committee  on  oompensatioii 
to  reject  all  accounts  not  thus  clearly  and  distinctly  made  out.  Great 
imposition  might  be  practiasd  en  the  Grovemment,  if  the  present  loose 
way  of  doing  business  is  not  discontinued. 

The  committee  would  also  suggest  the  proprieW  of  having  only  the 
most  important  papers  and  documents  printed.  It  has  been  usual  to 
order  much  to  be  printed,  which  was  but  of  little  importance.  By 
exercising  a  prudent  discrimination  on  this  subject,  the  expenses  of 
the  Council  could  be  materially  lessened* 

The  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration,  and  examined  an 
Index,  prepared  by  John  P.  Duval,  for  the  compilation  of  the  law# 
made  by  him.  They  recommend  that  an  appropriatfon  be  made  for 
purchasing  and  puUishing  the  same.  It  would  be  a  vahiaUe  additioa 
to  the  compilation  heretofore  published. 

Tbey  have  also  had  under  consideration  a  compilation  of  the  Pri* 
vate  Acts  and  Resolutions  of  this  Territory,  prepared  by  the  same 
gentlemant  of  which  they  are  unable  to  give  an  opinion,  but  woul<J 
most  respectfully  refer  it  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

The  committee  herewith  report  a  bill,  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to' 
provide  for  the  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the  Council,  and  for 
dtber  purposes. 

Which  report  was  received,  said  bill  read  and  placed  ihMitg     ' 
the  orders  of  the  day  for  asecond  reading. 
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Mr  Bath  made  ^he  foUowiagre port : 

TtM  Committee  on  Eorolled  Bills  have  directed  oie  to  rtpoit 
ms  correctly  enrolled. 

Ad  act  giving  the  right  of  lien  to  shipwrights  material  men, 
bc.y  in  tl^  Territory. 

THOMAS  M.  BUSH,  ChmtmaH 
CommiUee  on  EnroUed  BiUi. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  prevent  the  stealuig  of  neat 
cattle  (a  substitute  of  the  Senate  for  a  bill  of  the  Hoaae)  was 
passed  by  the  House.    Title  as  stated. 

A  bill  entitled,  an  act  to  provide  compensation  to  persons 
saving  impaired  cotton,  (passed  by  this  House)  was  sent  from 
the  Senate  as  having  passed  that  body  without  amendment  to 
the  body  of  the  bill. 

The  title  was  amended  so  as  to  read. 

An  act  to  provide  compensation  to  persons  saving  wrecked 
tad  damaged  cotton* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Tne  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  as  having  recerred  the 
concurrence  of  that  body ; 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  encourage  the  destroying  of 
wolves,  in  the^ Territory  of  Florida. 

Also  a  resolution  in  favor  of  John  Wooten,  as  indefinitely 
postponed. 

.Mr.  Brown  offered  the  following  resolution : 
Reiolvedt  That  it  is  proper  that  each  member  of  This  House, 
who  has  not  obtained  leave  of  absence,  should  remain  in  their 
seats  during  the  session  of  this  House,  and  should  not  withdraw 
without  leave  from  the  Chair  first  obtained. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  message  was  received  on  yesterday  firom  bit 
Excellency  the  Governor ; 

Executive  Department,     ) 
Tallahassee,  March  1,  1841.  > 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

1  venture  io  express  the  hope  that  at  the  present  session  of  the 
Council,  a  proper  provision  will  be  made  for  the  payment  id 
the  Private  Secretary  of  the  Governor,  for  the  present  year.  It 
is  impossible  that  the  business  of  the  department  can  be  proper^ 
ly  transacted  without  the  assistance  ot  such  an  officer. 

ROBERT  RAlTilOND  REID* 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House,  certain  resolotiooi 
passed  by  that  body,  relative  to  the  payment  of  certain  tro<^ 
under  command  of  Col.  Brown,  and  Major  Garrason ; 

Which  were  received  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the 
day  for  to-day.  \ 

Also  the  following : 
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Be  it  fttolved  Jn/ihe  Oavemor  and  LegisbOivs  CauhcUofihe 
Territory  of  Flori.I  i,  Thii  fom  airl  ^Vn-r  .ho  jKli»p'i"ii  <>t  this 
reNo;!U..Mi,  the  rt'V(MKie  I  iv^%  of  li.i-,  ']  en  it  -ry  s>.\Il  he  ^usp-nfl•^d 
so  far  asilie^  may  au.hiirise  the  '()sse:>sment  ami  coileciion  of  ft 
Terrilorial  revenue  for  ihe  present  year,  and  no  further,  Fro^ 
videdf  That  the  operation  oi  this  resolution,  shall  nnt  be  i*on« 
ttiaed  to  extend  to  upon  auction  sales,  retailers  of  spirituous 
liquors,  keepers  of  billiard  tables,  exhibitors  of  public  shovrs, 
and  peddlers,  or  to  prohibit  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
county  taxes,  as  is  provided  for  by  the  existing  laws. 

Be  it  further  enacted^  That  Crom  and  after  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution,  the  Marshals  an*!  District  Attornies,  oi  the  re- 
spective Judicial  District.s  be  ins^tructed,  in  making  out  their 
accounts  against  the  United  Slates  for  the  expenses  attended  up- 
on the  administration  of  the  laws,  to  embrace  in  the  same,  sncb 
as  raay  occur,  in  consequence  of  ihe  opprehension,  safe  keeping 
and  prosecution  of  criminals,  and  th«  several  Judges  are  re- 
respectfully  requested  to  certify  the  same,  it  being  the  deliber- 
ate opinion  of  the  Legislative  Council,  that  they  constitute  a 
legitimate  charge  against  the  United  States. 

Which  were  read.     Upon  the  question   of  their  adoption  the 

Ays  and  Nays  were  called  by  Messrs.  Evans  tnd  Prieit,  and 
were, 

Ays. — Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Bird,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Branch,  Church,  Uuval,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Miller,  Pent, 
Priest,  iSadbury,  Smith,  Stephens  and  Williams— 17. 

Nays. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Evans,  and  Myers— 3. 

So  the  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  Senate  also  sent  a  resolution  requiring  the  Auditor  to 
report  to  the  Legislative  Council  at  each  session,  all  officers  of 
this  Territory,  who  fail  to  pay  over  the  revenue  collected  by 
the  m,  and  also  to  rigidly  enforce  the  laws  against  such  defaul^^ 
teis. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions  the  Ays  and  Nays 
were  called  by  Messrs.  Smith  and  Fontane,  and  were. 

Ays.— Mr.  Speaker,  Messr3.  Banneri«ian,  Bell,  Brown,  Bry- 
an, Branch,  Church,  Duval,  Evans,  Miller,  Myers  Pent,  Sad- 
bury,  and  Stephens, — 14. 

^  Nays.— Messrs.  Bird,  Femandes,  FonUQe»  8nuiA»  and  Wit- 
Bams— J. 

So  the  Rasolntions  ware  adopted. 

Uppii..|)^:);uiMaice  of  the  last  mentioned  Aeaolotion,  tlM  ki^ 
lowing  Protast  waa  made: 

PROTEST. 

Wf ;  iWHiiderdgoed,  Feotsst,  agaimt  tka  paiuge  of  tb* 
abcnra  JUfalotioat,  to  enforce  the  eoUee^oo  of  €rrearafe*  <ft 
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Territoriai  Revenue,  pasted  this  day  by  tbit  body^ 
there  were  less  than  a  qtiornmofthe  members  present,  whii'h  we 
conceive  to  be  a  nnmber  not  less  than  two-thirds,  according  uf 
the  sen^'e  of  the  Organic  Law,  and  the  uniform  practice  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature :  And  as  well  do  we  Protest  against 
all  future  action  of  this  House,  as  illegal,  until  a  sufficient  aad 
nroper  number  sh^ll  appear  pre^nt. 

BUCKINGHAM  SMITH,  ofSt.Jobns; 

JOHN  M.  FONTANE, 

S'i  EPHEN  D.  FERNANDEZ,  of  Duval; 

GABRIEL  PRIEST,  " 

EDWD.  BIRD,  ofAlachoa, 

W.  H.  WILLIAM^,  of  Musqnito. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  tiiid  Housi*.  as  having  paased  that 
body,  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  supplementary  to  th  act  ap- 
proved on  the  8ih  day  of  February,  1838,  entitled,  aa  act  to  in* 
corporate  the  Tmpical  Plant  Company  of  Florida* 

Mr*  Williams  moved  that  this  House  do  now  adjooni  UBtil  to- 
aiHMTow  morning  ten  o'clock*  ' 

Upon  this  motion  the  Ays  and  Nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Williams  and  Fernandet,  and  were, 

Ays.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Femandei,  Fontane,  Priest, 
Smith,  and  Williams — 7* 

Nayv  —-Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bryan, 
Branch,  Church,  Duval,  Evans,  Miller,  Myers,  Pent  Sadbniy 
and  Stephens — 13. 

So  the  motion .  was  lost 

Mr*  Smith  offered  the  following  resolution; 

iieaobni,  That  two  thirds  of  the  Members  cf  tlits  Hooset 
tonstitutes  a  quorum  and  not  a  less  number,  and  this  by  the  in- 
tendment of  tbe  organic  law,  and  the  uniform  practice  nf  tbt 
Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  Stephens  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  therefor  : 

Jtesolvedy  As  the  sense  of  the  Representative  branch  of  tbe 
Legislative  Council  of  Florida,  that  a  majority  of  the  meralier* 
fleeted  to  said  branch,  (excluding  those  who  are  absent  by 
leave)  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  LegisUtivo 
business. 

Upon  the  question  of  receiving  the  said  last  resolution  as  a 
substitute  for  thi  one  offered  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  Ays  and  Nays 
were  called  by  Messrs.  Smith,  and  Williams,  and  were. 

Ays*-  *Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Brown,  Biy- 
an.  Church.  Duval,  Myers,  Pent,  Sadbury  and  Stephens —11. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bird,  Branch,  Evans,  Fernaudei,  Fontane 
Miller,  Priest,  Smith  and  Williams— 9. 

So  tbe  anbstitute  was  received. 

Upon  tbe  question  of  tbe  adoptaoa  of  the  RtaQlatio&,  aa  wA^ 
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ititdtedy  the  ayi  and  ntyt  were  calUKl  by  Messrs.  Smith  mii 
Femnndez,  and  were: 

Ays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Brown,  Bry- 
an, Branch,  Church,  Duval,  Miller,  Myers,  Pent,  Priest,  Sad- 
bury  and  Stephens — 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bird,  Evans,  Fernandei,  Foutane,  Smith  and 
Williams — 6. 

Upon  a  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill 
to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  to  amend 
the  45th  and  46th  sections  of  an  act  relating  to  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors, approved  Feb.  10,  1832; 

The  ays  and  nays   were  called  by  Messrs.  Fernandea  an 
Williams,  and  were : 

Ays— Mr.  Speaker.  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bel!,  Brown,  Bry- 
an, Branch,  Church,  Duval,  Miller,  Pent,  Priest,  Sadbury  and 
Stephens-^14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Evans,  Fernandei,  Fontane^  Smith  and  Wi^ 
Hams— -5. 

So  the  House  went  into  Committee  on  said  bill — Mr.  Ste- 
phens in  tiie  Chair.  After  some  time  spent  in  consideration 
thereof,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  tbt 
Hou«e,  without  amendment; 

Which  report  was  concurred  in ; 

Mr.  Stephens  then  moved  that  said  bill  be  indefinitely  post* 
poned; 

Upon  this  question  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Duval  and  Miller,  and  were : 

Ays— -Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Birct,  Branch, 
Church,  Femandes,  Fontane,  Miller,  Pent,  Priest,  Smith  and 
Stephens*— 13. 

Nays— Messrs.  Brown,  Duval,  Myers  and  Sadbury— 4* 

So  the  motion  prevailt- d. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Banks,  relating  to  the  (nt» 
mortal  of  the  Prt:sident  snH  Directors  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
Florida,  was  taken  from  the  table,  and  read. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  34th  section,  and  the 
hct  cUuseof  the  9th  section  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  waa 
read,  and  placed  first  among  the  orders  of  the  day  for  to-moiw 
row,  for  iu  second  reading  ; 

Mr.  Fernandei  moved  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn,  naill 
to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock; 

Upon  this  motion  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Heisn* 
Femandes  and  Fohtane, and  were: 

Ays.  Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Evans,  Feroai^det,  Fooune  wi 
Smith.    6. 

Nays.    Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bmwii,  Bvitih 
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Branch,  Church,  DavtU  McKinnon,   Miller,  Myertt  Pent, 
Pricit,  Sadbury  and  Stephens*     14. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  this  evening  4  o'doclu 
FOUR  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournments 

Mr.  Bush  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  directed  me  to  report 
Si  correctly  enrolled ; 

An  act  to  provide  compensation  to  persons  saving  wrecked 
and  damaged  cotton. 

An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Tallahassee  Rail  Road 
Company. 

An  act  to  encourage  the  destroying  of  Wolves  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tampa  Bay  and  St.  Johns  Rifl 
Road,  Canal  and  Steamboat  Company. 

THOS.  M.  BUSH,    ' 
Chairman  Com.  on  Enrolled  BiOi. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  transmitted  to  the  flotiae  the 
following  communication  : 
To  the  Honorable  the  Les^lative  Council  of  Florida  :, 

I  return  the  *'  act  relative  to  public  elections,"  with  the  fol- 
lowing objections : 

The  8lh  section  declares,  "ihnt  no  officer,  soldier,  teamaii  or 
marine!  in  the  regular  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
the  revenue  cutter  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  pub- 
lic election  in  this  Territory."  This  exclusion  is  too  broad  and 
includes  those,  who  if  they  did  not  belong  to  the  army  or  navy, 
vrould  be  residents  of  the  Territory,  as  well  as  those  who  are 
transiently  ?n  the  country,  and  should  be,  of  course,  excluded 
To  stretch  the  provision  to  this  extent,  appears  to  me,  to  be  on* 
just  and  contrary  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  institutions. 

The  soldier  and  seaman  should  not  be  disfranrhised,  they 
should  rather  be  the  more  sedulously  protected  in  all  their  rights, 
while  actively  engaged  in  the  protection  of  their  country. 

Instances  have  occurred  in  the  county  of  St.  John*s,  and 
doubtless,  elsewhere — where  persons  who  had  exercised  the 
right  of  suffrage,  if  they  had  not  belonged  to  the  army  or  navy, 
were  deprived  of  this  valuable  privilefe  of  American  cititeosbip. 
I  recommend  a  modification  of  tliis  section,  according  to  the 
view  thus  expressed. 

The  1 8th  section  is  objected  to  because  it  is  virtaally  destroo* 
dve  of  the  election  by  ballot. 

If  these  alterations  are  made  in  the  bill,  it  will  be  approvedr 
otherwisef  not* 

ROBERT  tUTMONO  BSIO. 
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Wbkh  was  read,  and  said  bill  mentioned,  laid  on  the  table. 
The  Governor  transmitted  to  this  House  the  following  cooh 
munication : 

Executive  DEPARTMENt, ) 
Tallahassee,  March  3,  1841.      \ 
To  the  Legidaiive  Council  of  Florida : 

I  respectfully  inform  yoo^that  I  have  approved  the  following 
acts  of  the  Ijegislature. 

1.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Mechanics  Bcfneficial  Society  in 
the  city  of  Tallahassee. 

2.  An  act  to  amend  the  third  section  of  an  act  entitled,  an 
met  to  esublish  two  terms  of  the  Superior  Court  in  Colambia 
Gountyb 

S*  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pens*- 
cola. 

4.  A  Preamble  and  Resolution  relative  to  auctioneers. 

6.  A  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  erecting  a  Light 
House  on  Cape  St.  Blass. 

6.  A  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  bridges  across  Ock« 
locknee  and  Little  Rivers. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House,  as  passed  by  that  body, 
a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Florida,  upon  the  propriety  of  going  into  a  State  Qov- 
emineut ; 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  to- 
morrow. 

Also  a  bill  entitled,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Tallahasset 
Rail  Road  Company ; 

Which  was  read  a  first,  second  and  third  time  and  passed. 

Title  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Bush  made  the  following  report.* 

The  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  directed  me  to  report 
SM  correctly  enrolled. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  lola  and  St.  Joseph  Canal  and 
Rail  Road  Company. 

THOS.  M.  BUSH,  Choirmam 
Com.  on  Enrolled  BUU. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House,  as  having  passed  that 
body,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Jabei  B.  Bull  and  Pafric  Kerr; 

Which  was  read  a  first,  second  and  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  a  bill  to  bt 
entitled,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  compensation  of  the  officers 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  for  other  purposes.-  Mr.  Evans 
in  the  Chair— ader  some  time  spent  in  consideiation  thereof,  the 
committee  rose,  and  by  their  chairman,  reported  progress  and 
tiktdkiyttoiiiagaia^wlMkfewucrocq^        > 
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The  report  of  the  ComiBittee  on  lotenMil  ImproveflMBt,  rel- 
ative to  the  Roads  and  Rivers,  Bays,  aod  Harbors  of  tbisTer* 
rilory,  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  resolutions  of  ibe  Senate  read  this  morning,  relative  to 
paying  certain  troops  in  East  Florida,  were  taken  up  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Branch  moved  that  they  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Upon  this  question  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs* 
Daval  and  Brown,  nnd  were. 

Ays. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs,  Bell,  Bird,  Branch,  EvaQ% 
Feroaodei,  Fontane,  Priest,  Smith  and  Williams-*10. 

Nav«. — Massrs-  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bash,  Bryan,  Cbarch, 
Duval,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Myers,  Pent,  Sadbury  and  Stephcnsy 
13. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Williams  then  movrdtbat  the  Honse  do  now  a^onm  un- 
til to«niorrow  morning*  10  o'clock. 

Upon  this  question  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Mestn. 
Williams  and  Bird,  and  were^ 

Ays. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Branch.  Evans,  Fer^ 
naudex,  Fontane,  Smith,  and  Williams — 9 

Nays.— Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bosh,  Bryan,  Cfaurcbt 
Duval,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Myers,  Pent,  Sadbury,  and  Ste- 
phens—12. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tions. Upon  this  question  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by 
Messrs.  Smhh  and  Pi*iest,  and  were. 

Ays. —  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bush,  Bryan,  Church, 
Duval,  McKinnoOf  Miller,  Myers,  Pent,  Sadbury  and  Ste- 
phens— 12. 

Nays.— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bell,  Evans,  Fontane,  and 
Priest— 6- 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  relative  to  the  tnb- 
ject  last  mentioned,  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  Hou»e  then  adjotirned  until  to-morrow  morning  tM 
o'clock. 


TauRWAY,  March  4»  1841* 

Tha  House  met,  pursuant  to  acyoumment,  and  iba  Jooroal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  read. 

Mr.  Stephens  ofiered  tbe  following  resolution : 

JBe  U  retol/oid  bu  Uu  SeaaiM  mad  Houm  af  ffswramnlaftli 
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That  •  JoiM  comimttee  of  both  Houses  bt  appointed  to  ctiH 
tract  for  the  printing  of  the  bws  of  this  session,  and  ihat  ibey 
be  instructed  to  report  imniedi-^lely; 

Which  resolution  was  adopted. 

Messrs.  Stephens  and  Branch  were  appointed  a  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Stephens  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  taken  on  a  former 
day,  relative  to  certain  resolutions  about  the  payment  «f  troops 
under  command  of  Col.  Brown  and  Maj.  Garrason,  which  pre- 
vailed. 

Mr.  Bush  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Reidtedf  That  the  Governor's  Private  Secretary,  tlie  clerks 
of  this  House,  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  and  the  Door-keeper,  be 
allowed  tht*  same  pay  as  were  allowed  by  the  last  Legislative 
Council,  and  that  Mr.  Parker  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
for  his  pay  as  Assistant  to  the  Chief  C'lerk,  and  that  these  ac- 
counts be  first  settled  and  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  made 
for  the  expenses  of  this  Legislative  Council. 

Which  was  read  and  placed  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 

A  bill  originally  of  tlie  Senate  entitled,  an  act  concerning 
Roads,  Highways  and  Ferries,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  passed  by  the  Senate,  and  sen;  to  this  House,  enthled, 
an  act  to  repeal  t  le  34ih  section,  and  the  last  clause  of  the  9th 
section  o(  the  charter  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Florida,  was  read* 

Mr.  Branch  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Upon  this  motion  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrt* 
Williams  and  Branch,  and  were. 

Ays.— Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Bird,  Branch,  Evans,  Fer- 
nandes,  Fontane,  Myers,, Priest,  Smith,  Stephens,  Tbigpin  and 
Williams— 13. 

Nays. — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Bush,  Bryan,  Church, 
Duval,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Pent,  and  Sadbury— 10. 

So  said  motion  prevailed. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  a  message,  informing 
the  house  that  that  body  had  appointed  Messrs,  Walker  and 
Livingston  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  the  house  on  the 
subject  of  the  printing  of  this  Bouse. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  the  following  communi- 
cation : 

The  Senate  have  reconsidered  '*  an  act  relative  to  public  elec- 
tions," rejected  by  the  Governor,  and  have  passed  it  by  the  re- 
quisite majority,  by  yeas  8,  and  nay  I. 

Attest,  J.  S.  ROBINSON,  SwY  SenaU. 

March  4th,  184L 

The  vote  was  then  taken  in  the  Hotiie  on  said  bin,  and  were 
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A>f .— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannermati,  BrowH,  Bosfa,  Biy» 

an,  Hranrh,  Church,  D'nal,  Evnn..,  ?^T('Kinnon.    Slimier,  Mycrt, 
Penl,  Sadbujy  and  .vephen< — 15. 

Nay*.~Messrs.  Bill,  »iird,  Feriiandex,  Foniane,  Priest, 
Smithy  Thigpin  and  Williams — 8. 

The  Speaker  ihen  declared  that  the  bill  had  passed  by  the  re- 
quisite majority* 

Mr.  Smith  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  on  this 
point. 

Upon  which  appeal  the  ays  and  n«ys  were  called  by  Messrs^ 
Smith  and  Williams,  and  were  for  <u<taming  the  Speaker,     . 

Ays.— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Brown,  Bash, 
Bryan,  Branch,  Church,  Duval,  McKinmm,  Miller,  Myers, 
Pent,  Sudbury  and  Stephens — 15 

Nays.— Messrs.  Evans,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Priest,  Smith, 
Thigpin  and  Williams — 7. 

So  the  opinion  oi  the  Chsir  was  sustained. 

The  Senate  gent  to  this  House,  as  passed  by  that  body,  «  bill 
to  be  entitled,  an  act  amendatory  to  the  several  acts  incorporat- 
ing the  Central  Bank  of  Florida,  (originally  of  this  House.) 

A  bill  originally  of  the  Senate,  and  passed  by  that  body,  f 
titled,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Fisher,  and  William  Wy 
att  and  Giles  Stewart,  fiis  securities ;  ^ 

Which  wag  read  three  times  and  passed.     Title  as  stated. 

The  Governor  transmitted  to  this  House  the  following  com- 
municatioD : 

ExRcuTivE  Department, 
Tallahassee,  »larcb  3,  1841. 
To  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  1  have  approved  the  followiBg- 
acts  of  the  Legislature. 

1.  An  act  to  incorporate  Hanulton  Academy,  in  the  coonty 
•f  Hamilton. 

2.  An  act  to  change  the  tiamc  of  Abraham  Marshal  Trotmao. 

3.  An  act  to  repeal  the  fourth  section  of  an  act  entitled,  aa 
met  to  amend  an  act  passed  January  31,  1838,  entitled,  an  act 
to  incorporate  the  city  of  Apalachicola,  approved  March  2» 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID- 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  repeal  the  34th  section,  aad 
the  last  clause  of  the  9th  section  of  the  charter  of  the  Union 
Bank  of  Florida,  a  bill  of  this  House,  was  laid  on  the  table- 

The  House  received  from  the  Senate,  passed  by  tha«^  body,  m 
bill  entitled,  an  act  to  alter  the  rate  ot  damages  npon  prolMt«d 
bills  of  exchange  ;  which  was  read  a  6rst  Ume. 

The  House  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  m  t  hOI  wo- 
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tied)  ta  act  to  provide  fer  the  competisation  of  the  ofltcers  of 
the  Legislative  Coiipcil,  and  fir  other  pnrpo<ies.  Mr.  McKlil- 
non  in  the  Chair — After  some  time  8|  ent  in  considcatioii  ihere- 
qC  the  eoannittee  rose,  and  reported  said  bill  to  the  Houie  with 
sundry  amendments ; 

'Which  report  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  four  o'clock,  this  afttraooiu 

FOUR  O'CLOCK,  P.  IL 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  certain  aesolutions  in 
favor  of  S.  J.  Perry,  amended  by  inserting  the  words  '*six  hun* 
dre d/*  before  the  word  "  ralieiis;** 

Whi'*h  amendment  was  agrei*ii  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  also  reoeived  from  the  Senate,  a  certain  resolu- 
tion derlaring  that  Gen.  R.  K.  Call,  is'  entitled  to  a  credit  of 
$50,000,  against  the  Territory  of  FInrida,  as  Governor,  be., 
aiyl  releasing  him  from  all  obligation  for  the  amounts  borrowed 
by  hint  as  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Florida ; 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Bush  made  ih«  following  report : 

The  committee  on  enrolled  bills,  have  directed  me  to^  report 
as  correctly  enrolled. 

An  act  am'^ndatftry  to  the  several  acts  incorpoiating  the  cei* 
Iral  Bank  of  Florida* 

THOS.  M    BU»H,  Chairman, 

Com.  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

Mr.  Myers  ofler^  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved  by  the  Ckmmor  and  Legislative  Conncilofthe  Ter* 
riiotyaf  FUirida^  That  the  Governor  of  this  Terriir  ry,  is  au- 
thorised to  pay,  out  of  any  money  belonging"  to  said  Territory, 
not  oiherwibe  appropriated,  to  Tom  Ferryman  and  Joe  Millel^ 
such  sums  of  money  at  may  be  due-  the m  for  seiwices  as  Indian 
guides,  ProMed,  The  allowanci  shall  not  exce^  ihe  pay  to 
{Privates  is  the  territorial  service. 

Which  was  adopted  bv  the  House. 

The  House  adopted  the  (MIowtng  resolution  : 

Resoboed,  That  Henry  T.  Copeland,  Sergeant^at-Arms,  ho 
requested  %>  take  chirge  of  all  the  furniture  of  this  House  for 
safe  keeping,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  two  hu«dfid 
dollars  for  the  »anie ;  which  was  adopted.  , 

The  Senate  sent  to  this  House  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act 
for  tlie  retief.of  LeviT.  Mosher,cs  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  Seoate  transtrntted  to  this  Haqee  the  fcriiowtog  comwi* 
i^kation  » 
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Senate,  March  4,  liMl. 

The  Semte  declines  to  comply  with  the  reqnett  of  the  Spea« 
ker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  asktfig  a  return  of  certain 
resolutions  passed  by  both  HoiTbcs  in  relation  to  the  payment  of 
certain  troops  in  East  Florida. 

Attest,  J.  S.  ROBINSOW,  Set^y,  f^enaU. 

Upon  notion  of  Mr*  Stephens*  the  House  by  a  v«>te,  directed 
the  Speaker  not  to  sign  the  resolutions  alluded  to  in  the  above 
communication. 

The  Governor  transmitted  to  this  honst  the  following  met- 
sages: 

EXKCVTITB   DsPARTKSNTy) 

Tallahassee,  aMarcb  4th,  1841.      ) 
Td  VU  Legislative  Council  o}  Florida  t 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  Iliave  approved  the  folloiriog 
acts  of  the  Legislature.  * 

1.  An  act  to  provide  comf>ensation  to  persons^ving  wrecke4 
and  damaged  cotton. 

2.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Tampa  Bay  and  St.  Johns  Rail 
Roady  Canal  and  Steamboat  Company. 

3.  An  act  to  encourage  the  destroying  of  wolves  in  the  Ttr* 
ritory  of  Florida. 

4.  An  act  |o  amend  the  charter  of  the  Tallahassee  Rail 
Aoad  Company. 

i.  Ao  a^ct  givine  the  right  of  lien  to  sbipwrighU  material 
jBfIn,  be.,  in  £is  Territory. 

6.  An  apt  to  incorp«>rate  the  lola  and  St  Joseph  Ca;ial  and 
Rail  Road  Company. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Executive  Dw^riviwv,        > 
TaUafaassee.  4|tb  March,  |841.  \ 
T^ik$^L0gi$lati9$-Cow€ilqf  Fhrida: 
p  I  promised,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  to  pMMrt 
iny  accoanti  tr^yoo.    Ill  health  and  the  absence  of  some  doc«* 
i^ieats  n^slaU,  in  the  remov^  of  th#  papers  of  tbe  Executive 
Office,  have  hiiherto  prevented  a  compliance  with  my  ^^wn  wisli- 
cf  and  with  your  ezpectkitioas,  as  manifesUd  in  several  resolu- 
tions passed  upon  tho^lgect.  ^  • 

I  now  respect  fully  inform  yon  that  the  foifowiog  ia  a  corfwl 
itaieminf  of  the  moneys  received  and  diibafsed  by  ipe,  for  tlio 
fuk^lic  Sfrvica  dqringabn  past  year. 

'  RECEIPTS    . 

Balance  in  Union  Bank  Ist  January,  1840  $  7,!ST7  7% 

Borrowed  of  Life  and  TrOst  Bank  50,000  OQ 
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400.00 

,929  S2 

135  00 

7  98 

41,190  90 

8,679  30 


EXPENDITURES 

Int^rtit  on  tbedrbt  ofllOO^OO,  for  public  defence  15,228  00 

Paid  Spaniards  from  Cnba,  1,208  00 

postage  for  the  most  part  on  letters  connected  with 
the  military  service 

Betton  k  Fisher  bjr  order  of  Counpili 

Sxpeniet  of  coni'r»  and  escort  to  Alachua, 

Edward  Lawrence,  [provender  for  trtops] 

Berry  and  Dowliogfor.pul»iic  service, 

Samuel  Reid^  public  service, 

Quartersiaster  General,  public  service, 

Paymaster  General,  who  acted  in  tbe  absence  of  the 
Quartermaster  General,  occasionally,  in  tbf  capa- 
city of  thai  officeiv 

$56,464  2S 

Balance  in  Aivor  of  tbe  Territory,  |813  83 

Tbe  funds  placed,  in  the  hands  of  the  public  ofllcers,  have 
beoo  exhausted,  and  the  balance  now  bUted  against  myself  wilt 
be  nmali  diminished,  if  not  discharged,  as  soon  as  the  vouchers 
lo  which  I  have  alluded  can  be  reclaimed. 

1  have  the  assurance  of  the  General  Government,  that  it  will 
pay  off  and  discharge  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt  incurred  for  the  defence  of  the  Terfitory*,. 

R.  R.  REID* 
ExEcoTivE  Department,  .     > 
Tallahassee,  4tb  March,  184L  j 
To  the  Legidatwe  ComcU  ef  Florida: 

At  this  late  pariod  ouhe  Session,  I  deem  It  my  dut/  to  repiv 
by  a  message  to  the  Council,  lo  a  letter  of  the  ^on.  J.  D.  £<{• 
wards,  communicating  a  resolution,  passed  some  time  since  re* 
•pecting  the  military  service.  * 

.  I  inform  you,  therefore,  that  there  are  now  no  troops  and  oA 
ficers  in  tbe  service  of  the  Verritory;,aH  that  wer§so,  bavebeeti 
iranaferred  to  the  sen^ice  of  the  United  States. 

During  the4)ast  year,  about  sis  hundred  men  have  been  in 
the  service  of  the  Territory,  on  this  side  tbe  Suw%nee,  and  in 
East  Florida,  twelve  companies  were  authorised  at  different 
times,  to  be  raised  for  tbe  dt*fence  of  that  distrkt." 

The  General  Government  has  made  itself  responsible  for  the 
money  expended  in  levying  and  provisioning  these  troops. 

I  know  of  no  orders  permitting  troops  in  the  service,  to  r^ 
main  at  home ;  none  such  have  emanated  from  this  department ; 
on  the  contrary  tbe  volunteers  were  always  told,  they  wer^  tb  go 
wherever  the  wmm  reqiared  and  tBa  voice  of  their  cououy 
ciUad. 

ft.  It  REIt^. 
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Wbkb  were  retd. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  Hnnse  an  act  for  the  reficT  of 
John  D.  Par  sh  b  Co.  amended.    Which  were  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House,  jls  having  received  tbe 
sanction  of  that  body,  a  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  alter  and 
mead  tbe  several  act*  noW  fai  force,  reapecting  jndicial  proceed- 
ings and  those  respecting  appeals  and  wriu  of  error  in  civil  cases. 

Which  were  ordered  to  De  enrolled. 

The  House  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  oo  a  bill  emi- 
ded,  an  act  in  relation  to  free  negroes,  mulattoes  and  free  per* 
ious  of  color^ — Mr.  McKinnon  in  the  Chair^after  tome  time 
spent  in  consideration  thereof,  th**  Committee  rose*  and  by  their 
chairman,  reported  thi  bill  toihe  House. 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Stephens  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed,  upon 
this  m'ltion  the  ays  and  nays  were  ailled  by  Messrs.  Duval  and 
Williams,  and  were. 

Ays  — Messrs.  Sell,  Bird,  Brown,  Bryan.  Fernandex,  Fon- 
ta  le.  Pent,  Priest,  Sadbury,  Stephens  and  Thigpin— 1 1. 

Nays.«— Mr.  Speaker,*  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bush,  Branch, 
Church,  Duval,  Evans.  Miller,  Smith,  and  Williams— 10. 

So  the  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Bush  made  the  ioilowing  report : 

An  act  to  pre^ftnt  the  stealing  of  neat  cattle. 

An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acu  now  in  ftirce,  re* 
spectin^  judicial  proceedings,  and  those  respectuig  appMls  and 
writs  ol  errar  in  civil  cases. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Pnrish»  k,  Co. 

A  resolutioo  in  favor  of  Capt.  B.  J.  Perry. 

THOS.  M.  BUSH,  Chairman 
•   '  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

A  resolution  m  favor  of  M.  Ledwiih,  was  amended  by  hn 
erca4ng  the  snm  allowed  him,  to  ifteen  huudreu  dollars.  It 
w«s  then  «do|ned  by  the  House. 

The  bill  entitled,  an  act  for  the  compensation  of  tbe  officers 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  for  other  purposes;  wu  read  % 
second  and  third  time  and  passed. 

Title  as  aforesaid. 

Mf.  Smith  oflerecl  on  a  former  day  the  following  resoTntion: 

Be  it  ruolwd  by  the  Oov^nor  anil  Legislative  taundlef  Fh^ 
ridih  Thai  eight  hundred  dollars  be  allowed  to  the  Private  Se* 
cretary  of  the  Governor,  and  four  hundred  doHars  be  allowed 
ibr  copying  the  laws  and  making  tin  iudex,  and  that  the  Govern- 
or be  requested  to  audit  the  same. 

Upon  the  question  <if  adopting  the  same  the  ays  and  nays 
called  by  Messrs.  Duval  and  Stephens,  and  were, 

Aya— Mf^  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  BtUt  Birdt  Bash^ 
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Branctai  Churcli,  Fertllnde^  Fontanel  Myen,  Pwit  Priest, 

Nays— MessNk  BrewVi   Bryan,  Duvalt   McKinnoDy  Miller, 
Sadbury  and  Siepben« — 7. 
So  ihe  resolution  was  adopted. 
The  House  adjourned  until  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

SEVEN  O'CLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjoummeot. 

The  Speaker,  upon  the  meeting  of  the  Bousai  made  the  fbt^ 
lowing  etplanalion. 

He  stated  that  in  the  hurry  of  the  business  ^(  the  House,  hev' 
together  with  the  Clerk,  had  inadirertently  signed  th#rfS»liitilHis 
respecting  thepaymeiit  of  certain  troops  under  command  of  Col, 
Brown  and  M%or  filarraison;  which  resolutions  he  had  been  di- 
rected by  a  vote  of  this  House,  this  day,  not  to  sign.  He  also 
•tated  that  he  waited  on  the  Governor,  and  a&er  making  tbt 
foregoing  explanation,  had  been  permitted  to  withdraw  ike  said 
resolutions  from  the  hands  of  the  FIxecutive. 

Mr/ Branch  moved  that  the  Speaker  and  Clerk  be  permitted 
to  erase  their  names  from  the  said  resolutions. 

Upon  this  motion  the  ays  and  Hays  were  taken  and  wera. 

Ays-— Messrs.  Bannerman,  Bell,  Bii«K  Bush, Brunch, FemaiH 
det,  Fontane.  Miller,  Priest,  Sadbury,  SbhUi,  Ttiigpia  wd 
WilUanit— 13. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Church,  Myers,  and  Pettt,-*4. 

Tbe  erasure  was  then  made. 

A  resoluttf)n  in  favor  of  Wm.  P.  Duval,  bere(ofi>re-reported 
b^  the  Commitiee  on  duims,  was  read  a  second  and  ibird  time 
and  adopted. 

The  following  protest  was  made  by  the  signers  thereto  i        * 

W&  PaorEST  against  the  decision  of  this  House,  which  a6 
ftms  that  an  act  receiving  the  veto  of  the  Governor,  rei;uiresfor 
iw  fecond  passage,  two-thirds  of  iVit  joint  vofe^f  the  Senate  mi 
Hoote,  which  is  i^oiin  accordance  with  any  previous  act  of  tha 
Councili  and  we  deny  4he  riirht  of  these  branches  to  make  any 
rule  to  change  or  modify  the  rights  of  Representatives,  wilboul 
tome  precedent  ar  the  expresa  laws  of  Congress :  An4  we  de* 
clare  the  hw  tipon  elections  passed  this  day,  fifteen  members  vo« 
ting  for,  and  eight  members  against  it,  to  be  null  and  noleffecSv 
.  ing  the  laws  intended  thereby,  xmh%  repealed,  which  are  declare 
to  be  still  in  force. 

BUCKINGHAM  SMITH, 
JOHN  M.  FONTANE, 
STEPHEN  D.  FERNANDEZ, 
W.  H.  WILLIAMS,  of  Mosmilo^ 
EDWARD  'BUU>, 
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GABRIEL  PRIEST, 

J.  L.  THIGPIN,  Na«»Mi. 

A  bill  from  tbe  Senate  entitled,  an  act  lo  ainborite  execotora 
and  administrators  to  sail  real  estate  in  eenain  cases,  and  to  re- 
peal certain  acts  therein  meniionedf  was  read  a  second  aad  third 
time  and  passed      Title  at  aforesaid.  i 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  prescribe  the  manner  of  appoin- 
ting patrols,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  compel  auctioneers  to  pay  aver 
the  aiBOttttt  due  to,th»  Terriiory  for  aaction  fees,  and  notao- 
tounted  for  by  them,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  laM  on  ttie 
table. 

A  bill  to  he  eotitied,  an  act  hr  the  support  and  maintenance 
o(  basted  children  and  for  other  purposes,  was  laid  on  tlie  tahfeb 

Tbe  House  went  into  oovimittae  of  the  lybdl^  on  a  bill  eod- 
dadi  an  act  lo  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  people  oi  FloridSt  "p* 
•a  the  propriety  of  ^wg  into  a  State  <^overnaient.— Mr.  Do* 
ta]  in  ibe  Chair,— siler  some  time  spent  in  consideration  ol  said 
bill,  the  committee  rose,  and  by  their  chairman,  ^epoHed  tha 
iame  to  the  House  with  all  aAe|  the  enacting  clause  stridien  oat. 

Upon  the  question  of  concurrinfc  in  the  report  of  th^  commit* 
tee  the  ayes  and  nays  were  nailed  by  Messrs.  Myers,  and  Du- 
val, and  weae, 

Aya — Mr.  Spfaker,Messrs.  Bannerman,Bird,flancb,  Cfanrcb, 
Femandec,  Fontane,  Priest,  Smith,  Stephens  Thigpin  and  WU- 
liars-— 12. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bell,  Brown,  Bitsh,  Duval,  McKimon,  Mil- 
ler, Myera,  Pent,  and  Sadbury-^ 

So  the  report  was  concurred  in. 

Here  is  a  copy  ol  itaid  bill: 
AN  ACT  to  ascertain  the  whhes  of  the  People  of  Florida, 
«pon  the  propriety  of  going  into  a  State  Government. 

Whereas,  doubu  have  been  entertained  whether  tbe  vote 
hitherto  gpven  Ufym  the  subject  of  State  Government,  expressed 
the  deliberate  wishes  of  the  people  of  Florida  at  tbe  time^  and 
whereas^  jnany  changes  have  taken  plafa  in  the»  situatioe  and 
firoMistances  of  the  people,  and  in  tlie  population  itself,  sinco 
tha  former  vote  was.taken ;  and  whereas,  the  i^anticipated  coa- 
ttnuance^aud  disastrous  ttteds  of  the  lodian^war^  have  desolated 
•  larg%  portion  of  our  country  and  impoverished  all,  whilst  it 
has  prevewted  the  emigratioi|^i|d  improvement  anticipated,  when 
the  sense  of  the  people  was  hitherto  taken  upon  tbis^ubject,  and 
whereas,  many  person^  emeitain  serious  doubts  whether  we 
rould,  in  our  present  enfeebled  condition,  support  the  burthens 
of  a  State  Government ;  and  wti^ifeas,  doubts  have  also  been  en* 
teriaified  a«  to  tbe  ftameas  of  semi  of  ^he  returna  made  to  the 
Prendantof  the  Qi.^imifk  CoiveM(^B,  adopting  the  CMstito- 
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tfbn  mtde  «l  St«  JoMpli,  and  i^t  retoras  recemly  promntgaled 
by  the  Governor,  exhibit  at  best  n  very  measrre  majority  of  the 
people  io  favor  of  that  insfruiiwnt ;  and  whereas,  a  >  (Niveiiieut 
optM>i*tDnity  wiir  be  offered  at  the  next  Deii'j^ate'i  el-ctlon,  lb 
test  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  people  u->on  these  important 
•objecu,  and  to's^le  cotichisively,  all  doubts  which  may  b« 
entertained  as  tp  such  wishes  : 

Sec.  !•  Be  it  th$0^fore  «iac  hd  by  the  Gowemor  and  LejpS" 
laKve  Couneiff  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Judges  of  dec- 
tioD,  at  theteveral  precincts  in  this  Territory,  at  the  next  Me* 
giiles  election,  to  open  poll  books,  and  require  the  qualified  vo* 
ten  to  vote  either  for  "State"  or  "No  State,"  and  record 
their  votes  opposite  their  names.  And  the  said  jndiices  «<hall 
send  copies  of  such  poll  books,  duly  certified,  to  the  Executive 
of  the  Territory,  at  the  same  time  with  Hie  returns  of  the  elec- 
tion for  Delegate,  and  deposite  the  originals  of  such  poll  books, 
in  the  Clerk^s  offices  of  the  County  Coarts  of  the  several  coun- 
Ues ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive,  if  such  judges 
fiA\  to  send  so4*h  poll  books,  with  returns  for  delegate,  to  write 
for  copies  of  the  same  to  the  said  jndges  so  tailing,  and  to  the 
Judge  of  the  County  Osurt  of  the  county  In  which  such  failure 
may  have  taken  place. 

Sec  2.  Be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  doty  of 
the  Executive  to  procure,  examine,  and  compare  all  the  returns 
of  the  votes  upon  this  subject,  and  publish  the  result  of  each 
precinct  in  the  Territory,  and  the  aggregate  at  the  same  time, 
with  his  proclamation  of  the  election  of  Delegate ;  and  if  a 
majority  of  the  votes  so  given,  shall  be  for  a  State,  the  Execu- 
thre  shall  communicate  such  fact  to  the  Delegate  elect,  theSpear 
ker  of  the 'House  of  Rppresentatives,  and  President  of  the  Se* 
nate  of  the  United  States.  And  such  communication  shall  be 
deotoed  a  renewal  of  the^pplication  for  admission,  and  an  in* 
struction  to  the  Delegate  to  use  all  means  in  his  power  to  pro« 
cure  the  admission  of  Florida  into  the  Union  as  a  State ;  and  if 
iodb  majority  shall 4>e  for  no  State,  the  communication  of  such 
fact  by  the  Executive,  shall  be  deemed  a  withdrawal  of  the  ap* 

flication  of  Florida  for  adaiis»ion,  and   an   instruction  to  the 
>elegate  to  apply  te*  leave  to  withdraw  the  application  hitherto 
■aide  by  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

-.  Sec,  S.  Be  it  Jurther  enacted"^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
tIe-EiXocotive  to  pablu;h  tins  acf  as  soon  as  it  is  passed.  In  the 
several  newspapers  in  which  the  laws  are  published,  and  tocom« 
HMUiicate  the  same  to  the  judges  of  the  several  county  couru, 
with  a  request  that  they  inform  the  judges  of  said  delegates 
election,  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  that  he  reqote  sud 
judges  mnd  clerks  of  the  connty  courts,  to  publish  the  fact  that 
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ioeb  poll  books  will  be  opened  at  the  same  time,  with  tbe  pabR-^ 
cation  o(  the  precinct  elections.  * 

Mr.  Idyers moved  to  inleS litely postpone  a  bill  from  the  Se- 
iiate«  entitled,  an  act  to  alter  the  rate  of  Damages  upon  protes- 
ted bills  of  exchange. 

Upon  this  motion  the  ayes  and  nays  weve  tailed  by  Ifessn. 
Duval  and  Myers,  and  were, 

Ays — Mr.  Speaker,  xMessrt.  Bannena«|i^  Brown,  Branch, 
Church,  Duval,  Ovarii,  Fontane,  McKinnon^  Miller,  Myets, 
Pent,  Priest,  and  Thigpin— 14. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Bush,  Fernandes,  Sadbury,Saiitb, 
Stephens  and  Williams — 8. 

So  said  motion  prevailed.  / 

Mr.  Brown  moved  that  certain  resolmions  reported  by  tbe 
comanittee  on  banks,  on  tbe  25th  day  of  February  last,  b**  taken 
from  the  table. 

Upon  this  question  the  ays  and  nays  were  called  by  Messrs. 
Browft  and  DuvrL  and  Were, 

Ays — Messrs.  Browo^  Church,  Duval,  Svans,  McKionon, 
Miller,  Myers,  and  Sadbury,—8« 

Nays— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Banntrman,  Bell,  Bird,  Bush, 
Branch,  Femandes,  Fontane,  Pent,  Priest,  Smith,  Stephens, 
Thigpin  and  Williams— 14. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

The  ays  an'l  nays  were  called  upon  the  qneition  postponing 
indefinitely  tbe  report  of  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, respecting  jails  in  this  Terriiory,  and  a  penitentiary,  and 
were, 

Ays-*Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Chorcht 
Duval,  McKinnon,  Miller,  Myeri,Peut,  Sadbury  an4  Stephens, 
—11. 

Nays-T-Messrs.  Bell,  Bird,  Bush,  Branch,  Evans,  Femandes, 
Fontane,  Priest,  Smith,  Thigpin  and  Williama — 11. 

So  said  motion  was  lost. 

The  resolutions  reported  with  above  mentioned  report  wae 
taken  op  and  adopted. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr*  Thigpin  offered  the  following  resolulion : 

Raotced^  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inform  bis  ^Ei^ 
cellasicy  the  Governor,  and  the  Senate,  that  this  bouse  having 
finished  the  business  of  tbe  settiont  is  now  ready  to  adjo«m 

.    Which  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Thigpin,  Myers  «nd  Cbnidi 
were  appointed  said  Committt«. 
The  House  then  took  a  receas  Until  ten  o^dock^  P.  M. 
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TEN  (yCLOCK,  P.  M. 

The  House  was  called,  to  order.  ^ 

The  Governor  uausoaitted  to  the  House  the  following : 

ExBcirriYB  Dspartmbnt,  ) 
Tallahassee,  March  4,  1841.      ) 
To  ike  LBgi8lativ€  Council  of  Florida  • 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  have  approved  the  following 
«ot8  of  the  Legislature ; 

h  AnaotameiHliilpry  to  the  several  aots  incorporating  the 
Central  Bank  of  Florida. 

II.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jabez  B.  Bull  and  Patrick  Kerr. 
.  till.  .ResotutiiHM  suspending  th6  revenue  laws  for  1841. 

IV.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Tallahassee  Rail  Road  Com* 

V.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Cherry  Lake  Academy  in  thi» 
county  Qf  MadisQu. 

VI.  An  mi  for  the  relief  of  John  D,  Parish  &  Co. 
Vil.  Rejiolption  relative  to  Captain  S.  J.  Perry. 
VIII.  All  act  to  prevent  the  stealn^^  of  neat  cattle. 

IX.'  .  *•  "  supplen^entary  to  the  act  approved  on  the  8th 
day  of.  February,  )838,  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  tro- 
pical plant  Compqiny  of  Florida. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  RBIB. 

Which  was  resd. 

Ai;lsotb9MV»wiog: 

GXECUTITK  DePARTMBHT,  ) 

Tallahassee^  March  4,  1841.      )   , 
To  ike  L$gi9fattpe  Council  of  Florida. 

I  have  received  the  end*  sed  communication  ffom  sever^ 
spembprsiof  the  House  of  Kepreseniatives. 
«  It^is  my  dutj^^to  .jB^ay«  alter  coosukmg  the  laws  upon  the  sub-* 
ject  pf  pr^gaiijzifjg  tl|e.  JLieg'slalive  Co*inci]  of  Ftaridat  which 
should  be  taken  and  considered  in  part  materia^  that  neither 
He^  h^  (be  fiabt  to  Jeg4sUte  g$nerafbj  withimt  the  presence 
9f  Iwo  thirds  pi  its  members^-lhat  number  and  notfMr^iC  less 
constituting  a  quorum.     Precedent  also  sanciiims  this  opinion. 

Two  thirds  uf  each  House  and  pf  both  Houses,  are  also  ne- 
cessary to  pass  a  law  after  it  has  received  the  veto  of  the  Go- 
vernor,'apd  a  quorum  m^e  up  of  two  thirds  of  binh  Hnjses^t 
there  not  b^lqir  a  quorum  of  two  thirds  in  eac  i  House,  is,  accor- 
dtnj^  to  my  understanding,  coptrtiry  to  law»  precedent,  and  all 
parKamedtalf 7  ostae. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  RBIP. 

We,  the  underiiirned,  fi>iembers  of  tMs  representative  branch 
of  the  Legislative  CkMMieM  of  Florida,  JProif^t  against  certain 
Mliief  ihat  body,  mMi  icspeetfully  represent  to  hi*  fiKoellancy 
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Thut  Rwolatlonfi  were  pdfsed  vesfenfay  upon  the  tifbjaef  o^ 
the  Auditor's  Ueports,  and  t)>e  collection  of  arrearai;es  of  taxM 
there  beinj?  only  nineteen  members  present ;  and  a^^iost  which 
a  protest  has  k^en  farinnny  entered  on  the  Journals. 

That  the  House  hnve  adopted  for  their  rule  of  action,  a  Res- 
olution which,  in  effect,  constitutes  a  simple  majorit}  of  the 
members  present  a  quorum,  if  the  re^  of  the  members  have 
been  excused  fronfi  attendance. 

That  on  the  passaire  of  some  resolution,  respecting  the  troope 
Qfider  Brown  an«l  Garrison — (upon  refusal  l^  hftve  a  call  of  the 
House) — the  number  of  seventeen  only  of  the  members  were 
present: 

That  we  deem  the  House  of  Representathres  to  have  entire- 
It  mistaken  their  powers,  and  that  their  acts  to  such  extent  are 
entirely  without  precedent,  are  a&rainst  the  hitherto  received 
sense  uf  the  organic  law,  and  are  void. 

J.L.  THIGPIN.from  Najwto. 
BUCKING  HA  x\f  SMITH- 
J.  D.  PfiRNANDEZ,  Rep.  D.  C6. 
GABRIEL  PRIEST,  Rep.  D.  Co. 
JOHN  M.  FONTANE,  of  St  /efcaa. 
EDWARD  BIRD.ofAlacbiMu 
JOSEPH  BRANCH. 
Which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  tablu. 
Also  the  following : 

Executive  Departmepvt,     > 
Tallahassee^  March  4,  1841.  > 
To  the  LegUJaHve  CmmcU  of  Fltrrida : 

I  respectfully  nominate  the  following'  person  for  the  office  op* 
positcr  his  name. 

John  L.  Wilson,  of  the  Western  District,  in  place  of  Walker 
Anderson,  whose  nomination  was  not  confirmed  by  the  Senate^ 
as  commissioner  under  the  act  concerning  Indian  depredations, 
eod  for  other  purposes. 

ROBERT  RA)  MOND  ffEW. 
The  nomioatioQ  tberHo  contained  was  advised  and  consented 
to  Ibr)^  the  House 

The  Senate  sent  the  resolution  of  this  House,  respecting  the 
payment  of  ihe  Private  Secretary  of  the  Governor*  and  for  ce* 
pying  the  laws,  as  having  received  thecoucurrence  o(  that  body* 
A  resolution  allowing  Henry  T.  Copeland  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, for  taking  care  of  the  Capitol,  was  sent  from  the  f 
with  amendments: 

.    Which  amendments  the  House  refnsed  to  agree  lo. 
Mr  Stephens  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Be  ii  ruolved  by  the  Senate  and  Hmueof  I 
Ttoat  the  furniture  of  the  two  honses  be  sold  at 
the  uwuir  paid  over  to  the  Territorial  Tfeaierer. 
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WMch  wnt  njfrttd  hy  the  Hons#. 

The  Senate  traiifioiited  lo  this   Uoase«  as  adopted  by  that 

Be  it  re$nlted  by  the  Legislative  Comcil,  Thai  the  Secretary 
of  the  Territory  be  reqae^ietl,  in  estimating  for  the  eipenses  of 
the  Legislative  conncily  in  future,  to  estimate  a  specific  amoont 
(or  the  eipen!>es  of  each  House,  separately. 

Bt  it  further  reeolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory 
be  requested,  in  mahii>g  his  estimate  for  the  civil  expenses  of 
the  Territory  for  thf  future,  to  make  <in  estimate  for  the  "appre« 
heiisioii,  safe  keeping  and  prosecution  of  ciiminals/* 

Which  was  also  adopt»*d  by  the  House, 

The  Senate  sent  to  this  House  as  adopted  by  that  body,  cer> 
taui  resolutions  in  favor  of  Wm.  P.  Duval. 

Whicii  were  cirdereu  to  he  enrolled* 

Mr.  Bush  made  the  following  report: 

l*he  commiuee  on  enrolled  bills  h  ive  directed  me  to  report 
mt  correctly  e.irolled : 

A  resolution  allowing  the  Private  Secretary  of  the  Governor 
eishf  hundred  Dollars,  and  four  hundred  dollars  be  allowed  for 
copying  the  laws  and  making  nn  index- 

TH03-  M.  BUSH,  Chairman 

Cam.  EnroUtd  Bilk. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  th**  bill  entitled,  an  act 
to  prtivide  for  the  compeosati<m  of  the  officers  of  the  Legislativt 
Council  and  for  other  purposes,  with  an  «imendmeut. 

Mr.  Stephens  i>fiered  ihi  following  resolution  : 

Reiolvedi  That  a  lommittee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  a 
committee  of  the  Senate  upon  the  compensation  bill.  Which 
was  adopted. 

Messrs.  Stephens,  Branch  and  Smith  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

The  Senate  transmitted  to  this  House  as  having  received  the 
concurrence  of  that  body,  certain  resolutions  relative  to  jaik 
mnd  a  penitentiary  in  this  Territory. 

Mr.  Thig|ien.  fiom  the  committee  appointed  to  Wait  upon  hit 
Excellency,  reported  that  they  had  performed  that  duty,  and  that 
the  Goveinor  had  informed  them  that  he  would  be  ready  in  ao 
bovr  to  make  his  last  communication  to  this  house* 

The  Senate  appointed  Messrs:  Livingston,  Pelot  and  Edwards 
%  committee  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  this  body  upon  the 
compensation  bill. 

Mr.  Stephens  from  the  joint  Committee  on  the  compensation 
bin  reported  the  same  to  the  House  amended. 

Which  was  concurred  in,  and  said  bill  passed. 

Bis  Excellency  the  Goveruor  (ransmiited  to  this  Hoose  die 
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To  the  Honorahk  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida  : 

I  have  ciinsidered  as  maturely  as  the  time  allt»wed  me  permits, 
the  biU  entitledy  ^  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  tlie  several  ads  in 
force. respecting  appeals  and  writs  of  error  in  civil  cases,'  aod 
hare  come  to  the  conclusion  that  I  cannot  approve  it* 

If  the  law  referred  to  contracts  hereafter  to  be.  made,  mj 
sanction  mi^ht  perhaps  be  commanded  for  it — but  it  relates  to 
contracts  already  formed,  to  suits  already  in>titQted.  It  is  ob* 
vi«»us  that  the  parlies  t«»  a  contract  coniemplaie  when  they  enter 
into  it,  not  only  the  time  at  which  its  perionnance  is  sti^pulated, 
hut  also  that  at  which  it  may  be  enforced  according  to  law. 
The  latter  makes  a  part  of  the  coniraci  as  well  as  the  former, 
and  cannot,  without  injustice,  be  restricted  or  enlari^ed.  If  it 
can,  then,  a  Legislat»ire  friendly  to  the  rights  of  creditors  mi iht 
order,  oppressively,  a  demand  to  be  enforced  the  veiy  moment 
it  becomes  due,  or  if  unfriendiv,  extend  its  collection  through  a 
Ions?  series  of  years. 

Such  power  no  Legislative  body  should  posses;  \i  is  one  of 
the  m(^t  arbitrary  character,  ridinjf  over  the  Constitution  and 
interfering  with  the  rights  of  individuals. 

As  to  the  p<»licy  of  such  laws,  i  will  not  now  speak.  I  have 
seen  the  bill,  for  the  first  time,  late  this  evening,  and  am  not  pre- 
pared to  present  other  views  than  those  eontaiiied  in  the  message 
mi  the  opening  of  the  session. 

There  is  a  clause  in  the  6th  section,  which  I  rannot  pass  ovet^ 
without  remark.  It  is  that  limiting  the  operation  f^  the  act  to 
jifiddle  and  We^^t  Florida.  Its  shadow  is  not  to  lie  penmtted 
|o  spread  itself  over  the  Cast  and  the  S  >uth.  Such  partial  legtala- 
tion  seems  to  me  improper;  .the  more  hiirhly  so,  when  we  coi^- 
aider  its  effect,  which  is  to  allow  the  creditor  in  the  iM*ddle  or 
Western  District  to  collect  his  dues  5pc/?^i7y  fnnn  a  debtor  io 
^the  Eastern  or  Western  District,  depriving  the  latter  of  the 
power  to  realize  what  may  be  due  to  him,  in  the  Middle  or 
West,  until  after  encountering  the  laws  \on^  delay,  his  ru«D 
may  have  been  accomplished.  Equality  is  e\juity,  and  surely 
neither  is  to  be  found  in  such  a  cmdition  of  thing's.  With 
these  objections,  and  others  whic*-  there  is  not  time  for  enumer 
ating,  I  am  constrained  to  disapprove  the  bill. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 

Upon  the  question  of  passing  the  bill  against  the  ^^\o  of  the 
Governor,  the  vote  was. 

Ays— Mr.  6*peaker,  Messrs.  Bannerman,  Brown,  Bush.  Do* 
Tal,  Fernandez,  Fontane,  Pri.'st,  Sadbury,  Stephens  and  Wil* 
liams— 11. 

Nays—MebSfs,  Bell,  Bryan,  Branch,  Church,  Evans,  Mo- 
KioDOD,  Miller,  Pent,  Smith,  andrWgpin— 10. 

..tizJd  by  Google 


lionf  y  B$  adopted  by  thnt  body  ;  :  -^     - 

Repdmd^'  TMi  bi'thecipkiioo  of  the  Senate,  a  majority  u  a 
qu0rum  inf-  eaA  Hodse,   ^  , 

Resolved  iecomJljfy  That  in  the  opinion  of  ^he  ^c^fe^'  a  ma- 
jority of  two  thirds  « of  ibe  mettiberd  elected  to  'each  Hoasei  it 
neteMarv  to  pai«  a  bill  intb  a  l^w,  after  it  hat  reeefiv«d  ihi^  Veto 
of  th€^'ticHN-roor.         "  ....»'■.■••.•.•••.'•• 

Resolved  jtkirdljft.  Th^V^.  .^9Ry  9^  ^^^^^  resdltttionk  be  Vrkrii^ 
roitied  to  the  (Jovem^r;  irl  rieply  i!o'his  message  upoi^  that  sub* 
jecL  and  to  the  House.of  Representptlver.  * '  '        »  ••  ;/ 

Upon  thn  questibtif  of  tW  ildofptiop  .of  said  resolation,  the  ays 
and  nays  Were  catled  by  M^ssr^.  Stephbn^and  B^nclu  b.werci« 

Ay<— :Mr.  Speaker, 'HlVs^nt/dtfnnormbn,  B^lt,  ^Brhwn,l6uish, 
Bi^yan;  Chi^rch,  Duiral,'  'Evans,  McKinbod.'  Iftlitfer,'  tty%r«L 
Pent.  Sadbury,  and  Stephens— 16.  *  '       '  *  '^''^ 

Nftys-^Messrl  Bird,  Branch,  Fernandet,  Fobtatii,  PKesi 
Smith  and  TbW«o—7.-r  J  ^f 

io  s^i^  r^soluiSohs  Wei^^dfopledi  .  

The  btH  t6t  the  competisation  of  the  ciiBc6i^s  of  the  iLe^sla- 
tlfl^  CotincU  and  fo^  other  purposes,  wait  sent/froto  thjb  ^nate 
as  hiifina:  passed  that  bindy.' 

Mr.  DuvhI  oflbred  the  folloWing ' resolAt^idti  ; '  '         ;'    .  ^^' 

Resolved,  That  Henry^ Tv^iYp^land/  Serj^eariKat-AVms.  be 
directed  to  laltein  bharfe  itnd  deliver' hixti  the  tiext  Lctgislatiye 
Council^  a1)  i^e  furnituip  of  this  (|ouse,  and  that  the  iSargeknt*- 
at^^AriTis  be  reipotisibte  wits  safe' kipping. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Duval  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  presented  to  the 
Hon.  Peter  W.  Gautier,  for  the  dignity,  impartiality,  and  ability 
with  which  he  has  presided  over  its  deliberations. 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted.  -" 

Mr.  Bu^h  made  the  following  report : 

The  (^ommtttee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  directed  me  to  report 
as  correctly  enrolled. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  fdr  other  purposes. 

A  resolution  requesting  from  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  an  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  each  judi- 
cial district  in  this  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  building  Jails 
and  an  appropriation  of  two  townships  of  land  for  the  erection* 
of  a  Penitentiary. 

A  resolution  m  favor  of  Wm.  P*  Duval. 

THOS.  M.  BUSH,  Chairmam 
Com.  M  EnroUed  BiUi. 
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Tht  CbvtmortMMorilMl  tii  this  11mm  *e  feltoiringi 

ExscimvB  DsPAETianrrt ) 

Talliitmstee,  March  4, 1841.      i 

Tk$  legiilativ€  C^ndl of  Florida: 
I  %fpTon  the  res<ilutHHi  rehitive  lo  tho  compeiift«tioo  of  \im 
^ vatft  secretary  of  the  Governorv  and  for  copyiAg  Uie  laws  and 
makinftM  iodea* 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID. 
Alto  the  followiog : 

fixXCUTIVB  DePARTMBNT,       > 
Tallabauee,  Marcli  4,  184U         ) 
To  ik€  LcgUmtwg  CamiciloJ  Flmdm: 

I  iespecifaliy  inform  yo«  chat  1  have  approved  the  fiillowii^ 
act  of  Uie  Legiilatore. 

Aa  act  lo  provide  for  the  coiaptntalioo  ot  officers  of  the 
Legislative  CoonciL 

ROBERT  &4TM0ND  R£fD. 
Mr.  Thigpeo  from  the  joiot  ctM«imiimr^oppoiuted  to  mait  up- 
on the  Governor,  reported  that  they  had  ,mri  formed  that  duty, 
and  the  Governor  informed  them  that  herbad  no  farther  com* 
municiition  to  makelo  this  Legislative  CounciL 
Which  report  was  coocnrred  in. 
Upon  motion  of  Mu  Duval,  the  Hoose  then  adjourned  rim 

jAa  a.  GiBsoN*  cuu  h.  r. 
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BxscunTB  Dif ABnmTf       ) 
TalUhasiee  26th  JancODry,  184L  ) 

T0  the  HancrMe  the  MmsecfR^h-esenUtHvee 

of  the  Legistmve  Council  of  Florida : 
I  iMMwilh  tnuufnit  to  you  the  Rtport  ot  the  Auditor  of  Pob^ 
Ma  Aooooiitf,  for  the  year  1840. 

The  Auditor  hea  been  receotlv  a{^intad  to  office  and  labors 
under  Mch  dieadf  antage  in  rnakii^  hii  Report  in  coneequence 
•f  the  abeenee  jo{  the  Treaiurer,  which  is  occagioned  hy  a 
iunily  afflictiom. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REE). 
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a  APPENIttX:. 

The  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  has  the  honor  to  raake 
to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  bis  Annual  Roport  for  the  year 
1840. 

Exhibit  No.  1  will  sliew  that  there  has  been  paid  into  the 
Territorial  Treasury  on  account  of  Auction  Tax  for  the  last 
year  the  sum  of  $3,448  54 

And  on  account  of  arrears  of  Auction  Tax,  and  Rer- 

cnue  for  the  year  1819  the  sum  of  2^78  75 

•5,027  29 
By  the  last  settlement  with  the  Treasurer  there  was 
remaining  in  the  Treasury  oa  the  26ib  day  of  De- 
cember 1839,  the  siMn  of  342  48 

Six  the ^nd  i]u^  hapdyrw'^Uty^nJn^idoIlarf  seventy- 

iWi  cents,  98,369  7? 

But  as  the  Trdnscircr  rs  tjd  this  tjmeajjsentp  (fWmi  domestic  af 
fl{Ction)  *  I  titn  nm  able  to  ricport  an  annbal  settlement  with  him, 
9<y^  i&  ^h0#  the  nmount  now  remninir^ln  :thjb  iTmMW  or 
what  amount  of  Treasury  warrants  iMVe  feden  paid  nff  noot 
Ibe  kkt  annoAl  vapoH.  S<?  jsoon  »«  hie  wymsi  *^liiiib  is  daily 
tk)^ted,  tte ))ro^ settbn^ra  wiUbe foa4i» ao<i vepenid. 
'^  TWe  nippenrslo  have  been  isauod  of  Audtora  warrtfnti^ 
since  the  last  report,  the  sum,  of  ($10,294  36)  teai4boiMiM|  tw# 
hunch*ed 'ninety  four  dciflaps'and  thtrty  six  cents,  and  that  there 
were  outstanding  by  the  last  Auditor's  report,  the  sura  of  (•7r 
656  93)  seven  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  sixty  dollars  nine- 
ty three  cents. 

But  until  a  settlement  is  had  with  the  Territorial  Treasurer,  I 
am  unable  to  report  what  amount  has  since  been  paid,  and  con- 
sequently the  amount  now  due  and  outstanding. 

The  amount  must  necessarily  be  large,  as  no  revenue  was  as^ 
sesscd  or  collected  last  year,  and  the  sum  paid  into  the  Treasury 
on  account  of  Auction  Tax  and  arrears  of  last,  year,  1839,  aa 
will  be  seen,  was  small,  proportioned  to  the  demand  of  Treasu- 
ry, particularly  for  theexpcnce  of  prosecuting  criminals. 

A  large  amount  of  Auction  Tax  reported  to  be  due  would 
have  been  paid,  but  for  want  of  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer, 
and  has  l)een  withheld  untiHiis  return.      ^ 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted 

by  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  MILLER. 
Auditor  Public  Accounts  for  Territory  of  Florida. 
To  his  Excellency 

Robert  Raymond  Reid/ 
Januarv  18,  184^1. 
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Exhibit  No,  2. 


A  General  SUUement  skewing  the  aggregate  of  Auction  Tax 
and  Arrears  of  Revenue  and  the  SxpendUures  of  the  Tsr- 
ritory^  under  their  respective  heads^for  the  year  1840. 

""  Dr. 

Expenses  State  ConTrotioD,  173  0% 

Do.       prosecuting  criminali*  Western  District*  8,836  5S 

Do.            do.            do.          Middle           do.  1^248  6S 

Do.            do.           do.          ApalacbiooU  da  1,718  18 

Do.            dow            do.          Eastern,        do.  1|833  B7 

Do.            do.    .        de.          Southern       do.  266  62 

Do.    Executive  Department,  800  00 

Do.     Treasury         do.  1,542  00 

Do.    Collecting  Revenue,  1,454  05 


Bt  balanoe  in  the  Treasury,  26th  Dec,  1839, 

By  amount  received  on  Auction  Tax,  1840, 

By  amoant  received  on  arrears  ef  Auction  Tax  and 

Revenue,  1438, 
By  Fines  and  Forfeitures, 
By  balance  Auditor's  Warrants  issued, 


$12;i60  60 

Cr. 

8«i  4t 

3,448  M 

9,578  7ft 
1,558  10 
4,489  78 

812,960  08 


Avummfm  Cbnca,  January  18, 1840% 
To  His  Excellency  Robert  Raymond  RM,  Esq. 

Sir, — Annexed  is  a  list  of  Auctioneers  that  have  tendered 
payinent,  but  in  the  absence  of  the  Trealurer  cannot  ofa^Udn 
receipts  for  commiuions  on  auction  sales :  < 

R.  J.  Hackley,  Leon  County. 

E.  W.  Dorsey,     **        " 

F.  B.  WbiUng,  ^  ^ 
A-M-Akxander,**  *« 
R  Byrd,  **        •* 

'  Roh't  Myers,  Franklin  County. 

John  M.  Palmer,  Jeflferson  ** 
R.  D.  Fontane,  St.  Johns    "* 
RefftpectfuUy, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
-  JOHN  MILLER, 

.    .  Auditor  FoUicAceeuntf. 
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BmJUTIVB  DsPASTlfBlfTy  i 

Tallahaitee,  January  lltb»  1841.  ,  ) 
7\>iheBsMfaUeikeB(maeofB£premiiaUiM 

of  ^  Ligistahive  Council  of  Florida. 
I  herewith  tranimit  to  yon  a  ^  statement'^  of  the  oonditloiiyaf 
the  Ualoa  B<tqk,  just  received  firon  John  6.  Gamblo,.  Esq., 
.^  FsesMe^t  ttf  thatlustitutioD. 

EGBERT  KAXlJtP?W?*EH^,{ 


COPY.  .  M     i 

...    -.        .  UmoN  BAinc  m  FiuomiDAf ) 

1      ,  Tanahassae,Jaii;r5tfc^|641/     \i 

Sir  s~Iherowith  enclose  a  statement  ci  tbe  oonditfoft  of  tUa 
Bank,  as  oH  tile  tat  January,  1841.  Abo  a  Kst  of  Mrnes  bf 
Stockholders  of  tSw  Bank,  yAo  are  proprietora  tf  iM)  sluues  ani 
^paMrds;,  Yery  respectfully, 

Your  df  taerv^   ^  I 

JOHN  a  GAMBLE*  FlM^ 
'    ToiMbtn  AajFlMidllaid,  Esq*  Oovemor  of  Florida. 


i*/'     >'.'  .      I 
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STATEMEiVT 


OF  TBE 


wirsi^sr  iBAsrsL  <&v  vSh^^Rsa^A^ 


Ob  Frt4ar  nomt*ff,  #aa«arr  1, 1841. 


Stodc 


Or. 

;,910,4«1  38 

•  i-^Bo:- In-wit"'  ■■"■■  ''■'•■■ -.SHBaisa' 07'-  V- 


'  ^  -  '  ;,9io,4«i.3a 


Vi^(ktiifit{9ih^i^txtf^  106,790  05 

Do.        io  suit*  21,778  57 


Territorial  Bondi  unsold,    . 
Florida  6  per  oent.  Bonds, '  ' 


704,000  00 
50,000  00 


128,508  62 


754,000  00 
3,801  00 

;.-!•>'. -n'.  i\u7''*\'*^  I — flflS  4t 

'nlMn»tdDPo»tifoM(dueSl!Pi841r  Ml;t,2M  M)  no  ;r.  .tLi/.:! 

Due  by  Baoict  nd^JHgenlf^  163,1 18  48 

AlSmtSfiiiaVSim^      H> ;!  93,406  00 


Gotten  Account, 

Real  Estate  in  Tallahasflee, 

Real  ESstate  in  St.  Joseph  and  Jack- 

SOB  County, 
Real  Estate  in  Richmond,  Virginia, 

io  trust, 

Cash  Ballance,  Specie, 
Notes  of  other  Banki  and  Corpo« 
nttioni^ 


4,664  5S 


25,169  90 

59.18583 

9.971  84 

94.887  08 

S,038  88 

19.538  00 

31.550  88 

UoUan,    4,M6^7«8  8| 
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Cr» 

Capital  Stock.                               »3,fl0«,000  00 

Cash  Stock, 

143,700  00 

3,143,700  00 
364,103  lo 

Due  to  Banks  and  Agents, 

Biils  Payable, 

33,455  27  . 

Poat  Nates  issued  payable  in  1842, 

816,164  71 

Bank  Beads  payable  in  New  YoJ^k^ 

1841, 

25,000  00 

Deposiies,  including  Certificates, 

184,337  60 

Circulation, 

365,111  00 

Sinking  Fund, 

330,063  18 

LESS. 

Interest  upon  «497,000  of  Bonds  of 

the  Bank  issued  ia  1337,  and  loss 

on  exchange  in  rem  it  la  nee  to  pay 

principal  and  ioterest  of  the  same : 

also,  loss  on  exchange  in  remit- 

tances to  pay  interest  of  Terrtto- 

rial  Bonds :  also,  discount  on  sales 

of  $476,333  33  of  Post  Notes  of 

• 

the  Bank  of  the  U,  S.,  all  of  which 

should  have  been  charged  in  the 

annual   statements  for  January, 

•^ 

1839  and  1840 ;  besides  the  sums 

then  charged,* 

100,847  OS 

Which  will  reduce  the  Sinking  Fund 

to  tke  mm  of 

230,115  10 

Discount  Account,        #216,901   10 

Incidental  ex- 

penses,           32,638  00 

la't  on  Terri- 

torial bonds,  137,760  00 

Da  Bank  do.    7,737  76 

Loss  on  cotton 

shipped     to 

pay  interest 

6l  exchange 

thereon,          44,073  51  S22,1S8  27  5^&e     11 

324.810  «S 

Dollara, 

4,550,708  61 

^  Tlis  itflma  hajm  roferrod  to  wore  jnoiud^d  m  tri«  aecoimt  «f  Jo^  0. 

I  cfter  ItUMij, 

ma. 
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There  are  arrHini  of  intereet  iftie  the  Bant  upen  Bmwti  aoA 

Kotes  ID  suit,  and  other  papers  lying  over  lUMler  protest^  eneoeA* 

k;  10  amouiit  •llO^OOO/  which  added  to  the  ahavesumof 

•;«M»61«  99  would  miUie  the  Sinkia^  Find  MM.Bie  M. 

R.  L.  RUTGfiRS^  '    " 


CowMy  of  Le<w.       f 
Penonaif^  eppeared  uefere  fne,  a  Jesttee  oT  the  Peace  lot 
tfie  County  aforesaid,  Henry  L.  Rut^i;er9,  Assistant  Cashier,  of 
te  Union  Bank  ef  Florida,  and  made  oath  that  the  above  state- 
ment is  correct,  to  the  best  of  his  knowled^  and  belief. 

Oivta  uoder  my  hand  and  seal,  this  fifth  day  of  Jnna^rr,  IML 
ik.  SP£N0L£;R,  JuUkc  rf  ikerMH. 
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7b  the  Bbnorabte  the  H<mse  of  Representatives^ 

0t  the  Leg-islative  Council  of  Florida. 
I  herewith  Iraosoiit  to  you  the  statement  of  the  cooditioa  of 
the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  just  received 
from  Geo.  Field»  Esq.  the  President  of  that  Institution. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REID- 


SofrfBBXN  LiFfi  Inbvrahcb  Aim  Tkvst  €oif PAirr, ) 
Tallahassee*  January  2i;td,  1841.      ) 

To  his  Excellency 

Robert  Raymond  ReiJL 
Sim  ;<*-4  traasmu  herewith  the  annual  ftatement  of  ttio  con- 
dition of  tUs  Company.    A  liule  delay  has  unavoidnbly  oocurr 
led  iBConseqjttenGeof  the  difficulty  of  cooutiunicatiag  oetwoea 
its  iiurious  onicea. 
^  At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  this  company  stood  id« 

.  most  aliioe,  in  the  Si»utbem  country,  in  ks  policy  of  paying  coin 
for  its  notes  and  obligations  on  deoiMid.  Ciinacious  of  the  ^us» 
tice  of  ihia  r^urse,  a4id  desirous  of  sustainigf^  as  &r  as  practica* 
hle,the  credit  of  the  Territory  abroad,  and  by  its  example  and 
iniluenos  to  indiice  resunr^ptipn  on.ilie  .part  oi  .oibersi  tbe  Tun* 
tees  hesitated  at  no  efibft  or  sacrifiGe  in  tfaeir  power,  to  maknaia 
the  character  which  they  daimed  for  the  Institutioot  and  to 
whicii  they  teJt  themselves  justly  entitled. 

i^Iotwiihstaodiiig  il>e  liberal  facilities  afforded  by  this  company 
to  its  dealers,  in  furnishing  exchan^^e,  and  the  indulgence  grantra 
to  its  debtors,  such  had  been  the  credit  of  the  Institution  at  tfae 
North,  in  consequence  of  their  m^mner  of  doing  business^  it  waa 
not  doubted,  that  either  by  sale  or  hypotbeoatioa  of  its  bvAHb 
guaranteed  by  the  Territory,  (of  the  use  and  full  credit  of  whicht 
they  could  nut  expect  to  be  deprived,  having  strictiy  compfied 
wiih  the  requisitions  of  tl)dr  charter)  and  by  a  like  uae  ot  tfae 
$50,000  of  Territorial  Bonds  received  for  a  loan  negotiated  by 
your  Cxcdleacy,  tiiey  would  be  enabled  to  meet  all  ttwir  engage 
meats.  Nor  will  it  be  contended  in  view  of  the  then  imwwdiolo 
Irabihties  of  this  company,  that  such  expectation  was  not  welt 
fou^uled.    The  most  exti  aordinary  character  of  the  report,  how- 

\ever,  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  tlie  popular  branch  of  th» 
last  Legislative  Councd,  and  the  subsequent  action  of  that  braneb 
v*^>n  it,  had  the  effect  of  defeating  every  attempt  at  negotiating 
on  any  thing  like  fair  terms,  not  only  the  $400,000  of  bondf 
guarauteed  by  the  Territory,  (and  for  which  guarantee  abund- 
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ant  lecuri^y  as  jre<jmirad»  was  given,)  but  also  tbe  $50,000  loaned 
to  the  Territory,  for  a  part  of  wkicb,  New  York  funds  were 
paid.  Nor  was  this  all.  The  company,  unable  to  resist  the  in- 
fluences thus  operating  to  its  prejuaice,  could  not  make  its  own 
credit  available. 

A  genieral  and  fatal  distrust  of  all  Florida  securities  arose  in 
the  money  markets,  and  as  the  engagements  of  tbe  company  in 
New  York  matured  during  the  summer,  they  were  compelled 
on  some  of  them  to  suffer  protest. 

Anxious,  if  possible,  still  to  sustain  themselves  and  meet  the 
just  expectations  of  their  creditors,  an  earnest  appeal  was  made 
to  tbe  Northern  Stockholders  who  bad  originally  paid  in  about 
two  thirds  of  the  capital.  They  were  made  familiar  with  the 
situation  of  the  company,  and  the  immediate 'causes  of  our  ina- 
bility to  meet  engagements,  and  were  urged  to  lendius  200,000  ^ 
dollars,  either  in  money  or  credit,  a  sum  deemed  amply  sufficient " 
to  place  the  company  upon  high  and  independent  around,  h 
was  feared  by  the  Stockholders  to  whom  the  circular  was  ad- 
dressed, that  the  sanie  unlocked  for  measures,  on  the  part  of  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  Territory,  which  had  operated  so 
seriously  to  our  prejudice  heretofore,  might  be  continued,  and 
thus  thU  attempt  proved  fruitless.  They  had  through  the  me- 
dium of  this  Company,  invested  much  'money  in  Florida,  and 
without  some  better  assurance  than  the  undersigned  felt  author- 
ised to  give,  that  tbe  company  wonM  be  permitted  to  enjoy  its 
chartered  righu  in  quiet,  so  long  as  they  acted  in  good  feitb,  tbey 
were  unwilling  to  invest  more. 

Anxious  to  relieve  ourselves  as  far  as  possible,  an  effort  was 
made  which,  in  most  cases,  proved  successful,  to  get  indulgence 
on  a  portion  of  the  amounts  protested,  by  paying  the  balance, 
which  was  done.  '  And  in  New  York,  where  our  credit  had  suf- 
fered most,  our  efibrts  tended  in  a  considerable  degree  to  restore 
it,  not  however,  to  a  sufficient  extent,  to  bring  relief  from  aK 
our  engagements ;  and  until  some  favorable  action  of  the  Coun- 
cil, which  shall  tend  to  wipe  away  the  stain  cast  upon  the  cred- 
it of  the  Territory,  and  thus  enable  us  to  dispose  of  the  9175,- 
000  of  bonds,  necessity  will  force  us  to  a  rigid  curtailment,  to 
meet  the  expectations  of  your  Excellency.  It  will  readily  be 
perceived,  by  reference  to  the  report  herewith,  that  the  secori- 
ties  in  bonds  held  by  this  company  (if  made  available  by  a  res^ 
toration  of  their  credit,  so  far  as  it  may  depend  upon  the  faith  of 
the  Territory,)  will  be  sufficient  to  render  unnecessary  any  press- 
ing measures  against  their  debtors. 

The  present  circulation^  Jind  other  immediate  liabilities  of  the 
company  are  not  large,  compared  with  its  assets,  a  sufficient 
amount  of  which,  it  is  hopcu  to  make  available  to  meet  tbe  lia- 
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bilities  abroad  as  they  mature.  Our  policy  has  not  been  to  ex- 
pand,  nor  to  contract  faster  than  seemed  compatible  with  the 
safety  of  our  debts,  and  particularly  as  collections  could  only  be 
made  in  the  notes  of  Banks  which  neither  gave  specie  or  ex-» 
change. 

Our  first  object  has  been  to  do  justice  to  our  creditors.  If 
other  Institutions  have  succeeded  in  this  better  than  wehavcy  then 
it  may  be  proper  to  institute  comparisons  between  us,  unfavora'> 
ble  to  this  Institution.  If ''  serious  doubts  are  entertained  of  the 
solvency"  of  this  company ^  the  undersigned  is  unable  to  perceive 
reasons  for  such  doubts,  which  would  not  apply  with  at  least  as 
great  force  to  the  other  Banks  of  the  Territory. 

The  Trustees  have  loaned  no  money  t\\  any  lime,  to  scch  as 
they  drd  not  think  able  and  willin*!  lo  pny  jiccording  to  agree- 
ment.  They  have  sometimes,  like  others,  been  deceived  in  this, 
but  claim  for  themsehreis,  the  abillfy  to  profit  by  expcriciicf?.^ 
They  have  constantly  aimed  to  have  timir  doings  eharactcrize^ 
by  tjie  strictest  impartiality^  looking  n  I  ways  carefully  to  the  pe- 
cuniary ability  of  the  applicants,  and  to  t!jc  nature  of  ibc  secu- 
rilvoffered. 

The  Trustees  are  well  aware  of  the  disadvantages^  under 
which  they  labor  at  a  time,  when  the  patience  of  nearly  every 
sound  business  man  in  the  community,  has  been  exhausted  by  the 
continued  suspension  of  the  Southern  Banks.  They  know,  too, 
how  delicate  a  thing  the  credit  of  a  Bank  is,  and  how  easy  it  is 
by  a  single  expression  to  injure  it. 

Aware  of  the  high  obligation  and  necessity  that  exists  to  re- 
sume specie  payments  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  Trustees  will 
do  all  in  their  power,  consistent  with  a  due  regard  for  the  in* 
teresi  of  their  debtor^,  to  bring  about  so  desirable  a  result.  To 
regain  the  same  flattering  confidence  which  has  heretofoi^  been 
extended  to  them  by  the  citizens  of  the  Territory,  and  to  merit 
its  enjoyment  wiH  be  their  constant  aim. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  FIELD,  President. 
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STATEMENT 

Of  the  condition  of  the  Southbrn  Lifb  Ivburancc  aw  Tmvmt 
CoMPAiKY,  compiled  from  returns  of  the  Apalachicoia  Ofict 
of  jifteenth  current^  returns  from  Taflahassee^  St.  Aumsttsu 
and  Jacksonville  Offices^  and  from  Agency  at  New  Yorkf  te 
tJic  1st  day  of  Januury^  1641. 


MJGSOIJiiCES. 

Notes  and  Bills  discoootecU 

Amount  due  oo  Boad>  and  MortgiEfges» 

(Suspended  Debt, 

Loans  on  collatteral  secnrity  payable  oo  demand* 

Bonds  including  925,000  loaned  to  the  Territory 
on  Territorial  Bonds,  and  yet  unsold. 

Bonds  guaranteed  by  the  Territory  and  remaining 
unsold, 

Bonds  of  Union  Company  and  Union  and  Poto- 
mac. Company  of  Maryland  and  Virgioiat 
[This  amount  is  amply  secured  bv  mortgages 
on  real  esute  ia  New  York,  A^yland  and 
Virginia.] 

Balances  due  from  sundry  Agents,  Banks,  Bran* 
dies,  &C.  other  than  Branches  and  New  York 
Agency  of  this  Company, 

Balances  for  advances  on  account  of  cotton  at 
Apaiachicoia,  62,163  42 

At  Tallahassee,  26,502  92 


Bank  Stocks, 

Real  Estate,  including  two  Banking  Houses  aad 
Lots,    • 

Personal  property  m  five  offices. 

Overdrafts — Aggregate  am't.  at  all  the  Branches 
due  from  29  individuals. 

Profit  and  loss,  including  all  losses  in  negotiating 
Bonds,  and  after  paying  all  expenses  to  Jan- 
uary 1,  1841, 

Cash— Bank  Notes  of  other  Banks,  80,217  00 
-    Specie,  8,010  89 


774,782  4B 

659,961  28 

15,805  2t 

29,158  17 

47,000  0% 

150,000  00 

87,622  4« 


47,884  01 

78j666  84 
2<M>45  00 

21^16  96 
6,099  11 

20,160  51 
61.972  81 
88,227  89 


Dollars,    2,058,902  28 
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•apital  Stock,  897,075  M 
Due  to  sundnr  Banks  and  Braoobof,  dher  than 

Braochea  of  this  C«>mpaoy,  18^26  33 

Deposits  lo  apply  to  discouated  paper  past  due,  16,608  2^ 

Certificate  account  for. ieposits,  23,:^1  73 
Certificates  issued  to  the  Union,  and  Union  and 

Potomac  Companies,  82»792  1^5 

DeposiU  due  to  individuals,  106,903  75 

Dividends  unpaid,  .  972  50 
Bonds  issued  by  this  Company,  payable  in  1865, 

bearing  five  per  cent,  interest,  and  guaranteed 

by  the  Territory,  400,000  09 
Bills  payable  at  Agency  Jn  New  York  in  the 

year  1841,  259*692  95 

Other  obKgatiMa  of  this  Company  for  loans,  137,079  91 

lloiea  of  this  Company  in  circulation.  111  4^95  W^ 
RMQltiog  balances,  Mng  items  U*  aceaunts  of 

llitaavinaolfiQ€aiBlniiiat^«,  n,9M  6» 

T 

JkHkOf    S,U66,tKM  3f 
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It  m^]r  be  proper  to  remark  that  some  interest  is  due  from 
the  Company  on  loans ;  but  it  is  believe4  the  interest  earned 
and  due  the  Company,  not  embraced  in  foregoing,  i$  at  least 
equal  in  amount. 

GEO.  FIELD,  President. 

Jr  WiLUAMSy  Cashier. 


TxRRiToiiT  OF  Florida,  ) 
Leon  County.  ) 

Tatjiahassmb,  January  28, 1841. 
George  Field,  President,  and  John  Willirms,  Cafliii«9  of  the 
Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  beii^  duly  twerm 
depo^  fiad  say :  that  the  above  statement  of  the  coooitiesi  of 
the  Southern  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company  is  just  and 
tone  Moording  to  the  best  of  their  knowlo4gB  and.  oeUeC  - 

A.  SPENGLER,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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DOCUMENTS 

ACCOSfPAimifO  THB  RSPOKT  OF  THB 

COMMITTEE   ON  CLAIMS. 


fiXTRACT 

From  Gofvernor  OaW$  Message  to  the  Legislative  Council  at  the  Ses< 
sion  of  1839. 

Since  the  last  session  of  th«  Leg^fshtire  CooDoil,  oar  frontier  •ettic'^ 
nieatd  hure  been  greatly  hurre^sed  by  the  maraodiog  ban  It  of  the  ene- 
Mf ,  notwithitaiMlin;^  the  foriatdable  and  well  appointed  force  employed 
bf  Um- Government  in  prose '^Mtlng^  the  War,  and  in  defending  the  fron- 
tier, the  struggle  with  ine  Seminoles  still  continues  with  all  the  appal- 
linff  incidents  of  savage  Warfare.  During  the  last  summer,  numerous 
and  distressing  instances  occurred,  in  winch  whole  families  wers  mur- 
dered by  the  midnizl^t  aitaTk)  of  the  enemy.  The  frontier  inhabitants 
were  kept  in  a  state  of  perpetual  danger  and  alarm,  and  although  the 
troops  of  the  Qjveroment  were  actively  employed  in  their  defence,  it 
became  necessary  in  the  opinion  of  ihe  Executive,  on  the  urgent  appli- 
cation of  the  pc^ople  and  the  offi  :ers  of  the  exposed  di  trif*ts,  to  order  a 
portion  of  the*  Militia  into  seivice.  Id  Middle  Florida  these  troops 
have  been  recognized  bv  thb  Government,  and  most  of  them  have  been 
mustered  and  paid  foi  their  8ervi.!es.-  BiHs  in  East  Florida,  where  a 
mneh  larger  force  was  employed,  the  Comnanding  General  did  i.otcon* 
aider  them  necessary  for  defeii  4ve  operationn.  In  consequence  of  which 
the  troops  called  out  from  the  counties  of  Alachua  and  Columbia,  hare 
not  and  perhaps  will  not  be  p^rid  by  the  United  Slates.  A  correct  re*' 
turn  of  tne- number  ol  officers  and  men,  or  of  their  term  of  service,  has 
not  been  reeetved  from  the  county  of  Alachua.  But  the  officer  com- 
manding the  Militia  of  Cblumbia  county,  reports  a  whole  regiment  t* 
kave  been  in  eervice,  amounting  m  the  ags^regate  to  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three  officers  and  men.  Wheiher  so  large  a  force  was  necessary 
for  m  defence  of  the  Settlement  <,  is  a  ques  ion  which  the  executive  is 
not  prepared  to  decide,  as  the  scene  of-operations  was  too  remore  to  en* 
able  him  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  th«  subjects  The  laws  of  iber 
Tarritary  require  the  Exeeatire,  in  oases  of  invasion  or  insurrection,  to 
to  order  out  wach  portion  of  the  Militia,  as  be  may  deem  necessary  ht 
the  defenee  off  oor  citizens.    But  reiving  on  the  protection  of  the  army^ 

t  rf 
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it  tTM  not  wKiT  rtpMlttd  ovtrmgtt  hid  been  cMMuHed,  anil  a  number  of 
lifbt  had  been  saerificed,tbat  reeonrM  was  had  to  the  local  militia  for  de- 
fence. In  adopting  this  meanire  at  a  %mi$  when  ihe  indkns  in  annlt 
bands  hoTered  on  the  tkirta  of  ereiy  teokment,  and  •fm  lohnfaitnnt 
ezpoaed  to  ■MMtaero,  it  became  necessary  to  inTeel  the  officer  ia  oom^ 
mand  with  discretionary  pow«r,  in  relation  to  Ihe  namber  of  troops  to- 
be  employed,  for  the  porpoae  ofrfatmiM  tianQoiiity,  and  to  ensure  the 
safety  of  those  who  were  exposed  to  danger.  Bo^  he  was  sneekllf 
insuucted  to  employ  oo  larger  force  than  iu  hiaJadginent,  shoald  he  ab- 
solutely necessary,  lor  defensi/e  operations.  The  tragieal  oecnnences 
on  that  frontier  lor  some  time  preceeding,  and  subsequent  to  tho  date  of 
this  order,  demonstrates  the  propriety  of  the  courae  pnrsnedr  It  mat* 
ters  not  how  numerous  may  have  been  the  regular  force  engaged  an  that 
^ontier,  or-  what  may  have  been  its  eflSciency,  gallantry,  ami  enterprise; 
the  unquestionable  presence  of  the  enemy,  the  invasion  of  ttie  eodkitiy|. 
and  the  murder  of  our  citizens  at  their  own  threshold,  or  while  eaj|agea 
in  cultivating  thier  fields,  without  diacrimioation  of  age  or  aox,  la  «he 
best  proof  that  sufFic lent  protection  was  not  givea  bf  the  Armj^  and  that 
it  was  necessary  and  proper  that  the  militia  shonid  be  eaUedf  owin  the 
defence  of  thair  families  and  homes.  Under  these  circumstaneee  it  ap- 
pears to  roe  that  there  should  be  no  hetitntion  oo  the  nanof  the  Gener- 
al Qovemmeni  in  paying  the*  troops  thus  employed.  1  ana  not  diepoaed 
to  eocoora^aneztravagani  expenditure  of  the  public  treaamt}  or  to  apk 
compensation  fbr  services  which  were  never  lendeted*  But,  the  troops 
in  question  having  been  called  into  service,  cansl«tently  with  the  laws 
of  the  Territory,  eo  fhr  as  aervkee  hate  been  peiformcd  I 


that  thm  elaima  for  compensation  be  nteeented  in  nn  apfnopriate  iBeai<- 
orifil  to  Cottgftsa^  ard  that4f  their  ahonld  not  be  paM  fay  the  United 


Stnlet^lhat  thn  Teiritorial  Qotemai^t  prooia^  ihe  nneesaaiy 

ation. 


b:j:tract 

Prom  ikwfmn&ttnmnt^  of  Ih^  Qromd  Mtnf  ofAMkum^  ^.  Ntv.  IMOt 

Th9  Qmnd  Jurors  of  the  counties  of  Colombia,  Alnshany  and  liilla' 
borough,  before  separating  for  their  homes,  take  ocaaaiah  to  enll  *tton« 
tioo  to  such  sttbjbctfs  as  they  deen»  impottnnt  to  dmeannliii  firotai  thr 
body  of  which  they  eome. 

They  represent  as  an  acf  of  great  injustice,  that  the  tolnntaare  in 
Alachua  and  Columbia,-  called  out  by  an  order  of  the  Oaeaokor,  inlhr 
year  1838,  still  remfaio  unpaid  for  their  aerviees.  Tliejr  alhidn^tb  4lle 
regiamt  of  Col.  Robert  firowii,  and  the  battalion  "nndar  Major  Imtc 
Qarriffon.  Both  theee*  corps  were  snmmoaed  iolo  eanriee  lor  tba nemec*- 
tion  of  this  extensive  frontier,  at  a  time  when  the  withdmfrw  of  nO 
the  United  States*  forces  from  the  interior,  and  the  repeated  i 
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frkieh  were  oecatrin;,  reiid(N«d  it  a  ituitter  of  exeefSffj^TirgtBey,  and 
imper^hre  neceeeity  tliAt'tii^  fk««M  cake  the  Add.  They  did  so  at 
their  owQ  eipeaee^  under  authorit)r  ef  the  Exeeat»Ve-of  J*Ioriaa,  and  the 
laws  then  and  still  in  force  iip6n  the  subject,  irdstinf  to  the' pledfed 
Mtfa  of  the  Territory,  for  their  proper  and  stimilated  rtennneratioQ.  The 
Grand  Jnry  bear  ready  testimony  to  the  acfcivhy  aiid  efficiency  of  their 
aerrioes,  daring  the  spriof  end  summer  of  18^,  and  do  not  hesitate  to 
declare  their  conTicnon  that  hut  fbr  the  protection  afforded  by  these 
corps,  the  whole  eonutry  East  of  the  Smvannee  and  Weet^f  the  St. 
Johns,  mtui  and  w<nM  have  been  abandoKM, 

.It  was  a  year  of  freat  difficnity,  distress,  and  mislbMiie'  «e  the  inhnV 
ithnts,  and  nothing  but  th«  encouragenientand  suppert'which  the  efforta 
of  the  organised  militia  produced,  sustained  and  carried  the  people 
thnm^  that  peculiarly  tiVing  season,  and  ress^adtn  tiie>eni»aiied  ee- 
ciipatiott  of  this  region  of  country  op  io  the  pretfieat  time:  They  tfsk 
aajtn  act  ef  |a«rioe.  due  to  the  braTc  roluoteers  of  whoa  they  spHsaky 
a'lirompcahdearly  liquidiltion  of  th<Birclaiiiis,  and  request  theRepre- 
seatatiTes  of  tbeir  covnties  to  urge  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the 
next  Legtalntare. 

9  hereby  certify  that  the  foregof ng  is  a  true  extract  from  the  general  pre- 
sentments of  the  Chrand  Jury  of  Alachua,  Columbia,  ^^d  Hilbbo- 
^Jrough,  at  the  Norember  Term,  1840,  tff  the  Superior  Court,  thie  Id 
4Vy  of  January,  1841. 

BENNETT  M.  DELL,  Clerk. 


1  eertif;  oq  booor^  thit  in  compHaQce  with  ibe  oriler  of  ibe  Ckirernor 
cf  Florida,  under  rfate of  lbe26ili  March,  l&SS^  1  proceeded  to  orgsuise 
an  J  muster  a  force  for  the  defence  of  »he  county  of  Colunjbia,  tnd  ad- 
jaceat  frontier.  That  the  adjalaot  of  ihe  reghnerjl^  jitirsuaDt  to  my  or- 
der, proceeded  lo  inspeci  and  muster  ihe  foOgwing  coiupanicB,  to  wil ; — 
ihoac  of  Captam^  Martin,  P^lol,  Sanderlyn^  Cason,  Roberis^  Bryaat, 
Tillia^  Hooker,  Worih,  Johnson,  and  Mijrell,  that  *m^  companies  were 
brcHighl  inip  semce  on  the  *iTTrth  day  of  April,  and  coniinued  in  service 
uoiiliIisch.irgf(i  hv  my  order  in  cornpttance  with  the  or^ier  of  Governor 
Call,  oa  the  twenty  second  day  of  Julvj  of  the  *ame  year,  makin^^  a 
term  of  ibree  months  rinil  stjttten  days,  with  the  e^ccepiion  of  Capt> 
Bryant^s  compnny,  wbidi  was  dtscharged  by  the  t.ieuiJ?uant  CQloeel 
la  command,  on  the  twentieth  d»y  of  July.  That  ^nid  i^otn panics,  while 
so  in  berrice,  were  constantly  in  pf^paraTton  f^r  dtjtf^  and  obeyed  all 
orders  issued  by  me  through  iheit  res^p^ctsva  officers!  Thallheyper- 
formedamore  arduonsand  active  duty  ihtin  womperfnrmed  by  the  volun- 
teer  forces  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  1937,  when  I  waa  my- 
self in  service*  Were  all  the  time  en  the  alert,  snd  engaged  in  a  sys- 
t«ai  of  sconti.  Had  several  skirmishes  wiih  tlt<»  enf  my,  and  suceeeaed 
in  a  more  effectual  proteciioit  of  ttie  solilements  than  has  been  employ eti 
before  or  since  that  perio<l,  .   "• 
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lalsocerliff,  that  tuoh  forage  and  sabsisl^oee  at  could  beprocoied  hf 
the  Quarter  M'^ster,  were  furoished,  aod  that  when  it  could  oot  be  pro- 
cured by  that, officer,  tbe  meo  were  directed  by  me  to  laroish  their  own 
forag^e  and  subsistence,  .which  they  did,  upon  the  express  UDderstaad- 
iog  that  they  should  leceive  there.or,  the  aame  price  lor  which  they  ccald 
tell  the  aame  articles  at  the  same  time,  or  whicli  they  might  have  to  pay 
for  it. 

Aud  I  further  cerlifv  that  re^^ular  reports  of  the  strength  and  complete- 
ness of  each  company  were  mule  at  he  ti  ue  of  musiering  by  the  Adju- 
tant, and  that  the  regiment  provided  its  own  ammunition,  arms,  and  ae- 
cootratnents  for  the  service.  That  the  muster  rolls  presented  and  cer- 
tified to  exhibited  a  report  of  the  number  of  min  and  ofljcers  as  reported 
bf  the  Captains  of  companies ;  that  said  companies  were  actually  ia 
acrvice,  and  under  ordere  for  the  period  designated  in  the  said  rolls  res^ 
pectively,  and  that  they  are  justly  and  strictly  entitled  to  pay  for  the 
said  term. 
WitDtss  my  hand  at  Columbia  county,  this'fifUidny  of  Janaary,  A.  P 

1841. 

ROBERT  BROWN, 
Col.  12th  Regiment  Florida  Militia. 


LETTER 

fVom  General  Eustis  to  Committee  ofCUixetu, 

Head  Q^uarters.  2d  Division  Army  of  the  South,  > 
Carey's  Ferry,  15th  April,  1838..        S 
To  the  Committee  of  the  Citizens  of  Nevinan^ville : 

Gentlemen — Your  conimunication  oi  the  13th  inst.  was  handed  tome 
two  hours  since  by  Mr.  Knio^ht. 

No  one  can  regret  more  than  T  do.  th^t  rlie  v^ry  small  miliiar^  force 
under  my  command  has  been  fuund  lo^uffioieni  to  protect  ihe  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Irontier  against  the  m.^raiiJui^  excursions  of  the  ladiaos, 
and  to  enable  ilieiii  to  pursue  with  traniiijility  ihoir  agricuUural  ^bors^ 
Such  force  a>.wa^  under  my  control  v.us  dUposed  or«ccortiing  to^the 
best  of  my  juda:nieiil  to  cilefi  ihni  mn^t  rf^>vrrsiH(e  o^j^ri.  T%at  there 
has  been  no  mounted  fore  t  in  service')  j  Mi>/rori/(Vr  hrts  not  be^n  my 
fault.  My  enrliesi  and  continued  efT  ris  frurn  th^  rlny  of  my  anivml 
here,  have  been  to  obiain  fi)r  the  service  of  the  Uohed  States  two  cr 
thr^e  oniini?^  o.'  nonted  FbrJia  vjlun  leers.  I  have  not  yet  bean 
able  to  obtiin  a  single  company. 

I  am  happy,  however,  in  being  dqvv  able  to  say  to  you  thi^t  I  hire 
received  informafion  that  severa  corupanies  of  refuTar  troops  (two  of 
them  mounted)  are  on  the  march  from  ijie  Soalh,  and  tnay  be  erpected 
to  reach  Micanopy  this  day.  I  have  already  dispatched  orders  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  these  troopg,  Mijor  Riley,  to  put  all  the  dispo- 
sable force,  both  horse  and  foot,  in  mation^  to  $cour  Ihc  hammocks,  aqd 
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cidtavor  to  find.  ditloHse,  aod  destroy  all  the  parties  of  Indiarts,  who 
are  supposed  to  be  lurkitig oo  this  frontier  heitieen  the  Suwunec  and  the 
head  of  Black  Creek.  And  now,  gcotJcmeo,  I  c?.ll  upon  th^  ciiizens 
of  Newnansville  to  pui  their  oi^n  shoulders  to  the  v\  heel,  I  y  ^iviog  ic 
Major  Riley  every  aid  in  their  power,  by  strenglbcDing  hib  numbers,  and 
furnishiog  him  with  guides,  ^tcouts  and  .*^pieh. 

You  state  that  relit  I'  is  ri;qu1red  in  the  way  of  sobsiMeoce  ftr  the 
many  famiiies  assembiod  at  Newnansville,  and  seem  to  iutiiuate  that 
you  expect  noe  to  furnish  ii. 

You  surely  cannot  be  ignuraot  that  the  lu^ine^^s  of  snppl>ii'g  rations 
accojrdin^  to  law  to  the  suHering  lohabu  di>  of  Florida  has  beeo  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  coniinandiug  officer  oi  the  troops,  and  is  placed 
entirely  under  the  control  of  the  Commissioners  appi  inlcd  by  the  War 
Department^ 
.  So  far  as  relates  to  the  transportation  of  supplies  necessary  •for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  exposed  part  of  the  frontier.  I  will  with  p:reat  pleas 
«re  instruct  the  officers  ot  the  Q^uartes  Master  General's  Department 
to  five   every  assistance  which  the  public  service  will  parmit. 

With  the  assurance  of  my  respectful  consideration, 
I  am,  gentlemen. 

Your  bumble  servant, 

ABR'M.  EUSTIS,  Brigadier  General. 

To  Frakcis  R.  Sanchez,  \ 

^^^l^^T.'t:.  [  Committee  of  the  Citizens 

-         'w  CAT^Hl^nd      \        o'  NewnansviHe. 
OiLBS  W.  Elub,         J 


COPY 


Of  a  Letter  Jrom  General  EuMtis  to  Major  Garriepn. 

Head  Q^obrters,  2d  Division  Army  of  tbb  Sootb,  \ 
Garey's  Ferry,  April  15,  183$.  S 

Major  J.  Garri80N,  NewnansviHe, 

Blr— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  yonr  communication  of  the 
13tli  inst.  and  in  reply,  being  much  hurried,'!  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
a  letter  I  have  just  addressed  lo  the  committee  of  the  citizens  of  New- 
lansvilU,  in  answer  to  a  communication  from  them  of  similar  import  to 
yoars. 

I  am,  with  respect. 

Your  humble  servant. 

ABR'M.  EUSTIS,  BrigV.  Qenl. 
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I  hereby  ctriify,  upon  honor,  to  the  accuracy  and  correctucM  of  tht 
following  8tatera«nVto  wit: 

Th«  tute  of  this  region  of  country  in  the  spring  qf  1838.  was  9mA 
as  to  render  it  imperatiTely  necessary  'that  the  militia  of  this  county 
should  be  organized,  and  called  to  duty.  The  regular  loreea  bad  in  a 
great  measure  been  withdrawn;  Indian  massacres  were  of  daily  occor- 
rence ;  the  trails  of  the  enemy^  were  found  in  e^ery  direction  around  the 
settlements,  and  it  became  evident  to  all  that  without  the  most  prooapt 
and  decided  measures,  the  country  must  be  abandoned  to  the  enemy. 
Beios:  the  senior  officer  of  the  regiment  her?,  regarding  myself  author* 
ised  by  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  in  the  then  emergency,  I  ordered  a' 
Battalion  into  service;  and  directly  after,  under  date  of  the  9th  April, 
1838,  informed  the  Executive  of  what  1  had  done.  Shortly  afterwardt 
a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  was  held  at  Newnansville  tor 
consultation,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  communicate  with  Brigadtet 
Qen.  Eustis,  concerning  the  defenceless  condition  of  this  frontier.  A 
copv  of  the  reply  of  Gen.  B.  Is  annexed  for  the  purpose  of  showing  tha 
inadequacy  of  the  means  of  protection  at  the  command  ot  that  officer. 
After  receiving  Qov.  Call's  order  of  23d  June,  1838,  to  discharge  my 
battalion  from  the  Territorial  service,  I  consulted  with  the  priacipal  abd 
most  discreet  citizens  of  the  county  as  to  the  propriety  of  complying  witk 
it,  and  io  accordance  with  their  unanimous  opinion,  sustained  as  it  waa 
by  my  own  judgment,  I  decided  to  continue  the  battalion  on  duty,  re- 
porting my  course  to  Governor  Call,  under  date  of  July  5th.  1838. 
The  battaaott  continued  upon  duty  till  the  19th  September,  whan  the 
neceissity  of  their  longer  service  being  less  urgent,  they  were  disbanded 
by  my  order. 

Durinff  all  the  period  of  its  service  the  battalion  waa  well  organized, 
and  performed  constant  aad  active  service.  The  men  composing  it 
were  all  the  while  under  orders,  and  did  even  mort  duty  than  haa  bean 
usually  required  uf  volunteers  umstered  into  the  service  of  tha  United 
iSftates.  It  was  enffaged  in  one  regular  battle  at  SanU  Fe  6ridj|;t  with 
a  large  force  of  Indians,  and  in  repeated  skirmishes,  and  by  its  vigilanea 
and  constant  scounting,  efieciually  l^ept  off  the  enemy  from  the  tattle- 
ments. 

If  a  miliurj  corps  ever  entitled  themselves  to  pay  this^batulion  did, 
especially  as  it  was  called  upon  duty  at  a  season  of  the  year;  wlliek 
obliged  its  members  to  abanaon  their  agrieithoial  parauita,  aM  coot- 
posed  almost  entfr^ly  of  men  upon  whose  single  and  unaided  labor  their 
jaottliea  were  dependant  for  support. 

J.  QARRISON, 
Major  Ut  Battalion  6th  Reg't.  Florida  Mnitk. 


The  ondaraifBed  citizens  of  Alacliaa  county  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  add  oor  tartimony  as  to  tht  neeestit^  and  propriety  of  tht  conrst 
pnrtatd  by  Major  Garrison  aa  detailed  in  the  foregoing  atatemtat,  in 
reftrtnet  to  tht  tmploymeni  of  his  Battalion  in  the  spring  and  summer 
of  183i»  TiM,  tituation  of  the  coontry  at  thf  time  waa  such  aa 
to  reader  H  ahaoluttly  ntettsary  that  a  militia  foree  ahould  take  the 
fleld }  and  that  of  ntcesaity  continued  throughout  that  tpnnt  and  tutftintr. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


AFPfiKBIX.  XXV 

The  nuiuber  of  men  called  into  terriee  so  far  from  beiog  F^  fnany  (of 
the  occasion,  was  less  than  the  circumstaoces  would  have  justified. 

We  add  further  that  the  Battalioo  performed  all  the  while  most  mer- 
itorious serrice,  aad  was  the  meatta  of  ?arii^  this  frontier  from, total 
dest ruction  and  a(>aodaomeQt.    ' 

We  cannot  too  strongly  recommend  their  title  to  la  prompt  and  early^ 
liaui4latioii  of  their  claims. 

FRAINCIS  R,  SANCHEZ,  Col.ftih  Reg-i.  F.  M. 

A.  McNElL, 

THOS.  E.  BARROW,  Sheriff  of  Alachua  County. 

JKSSE  CARTER, 

JOHN  R.  STANDLEY,  ofFortTarrer. 

GEO.  F.  OLMSTED,  Int.  of  Town  of  Newnansriilev 

LIGHT  TOWNSEND, 

BENNET  M.  DELL,  Lu  C6l.  VolV  m  U.  S.  service. 


COPY 


Oj  U*t€rfrom  Major  Garrison  tq  Gov.  CulL 

NUNANSNILLB,  Julj  5,  1938. 

pear  Sir: — Yours  of  the  23d  ule.  has  been  received  by  the  politeiiesa 
#f  Gapt.  Byrd.  I  can  cdIv  say,  that  I  am  sorry  to  be  informM,  that  th< 
MPMiy  casaot^be  i«fun46<j  lo  me.  But  if  t)iat  was  all  it  could  be  eaailv 
g<tf  along  with,  as  I  should-  be  the  only  .nufiferer,  and  I  have  got  ao  mucn 
accustomed  to  disappointment  smd  losses^  that  f  am  taught  to  ta)ce  tbem 
patiently. 

But  when  I  bayc  to  repoft  the  heart  rending  scenes  tbatare  daily  oe- 
Auii&g  among  my  fellow  citizens,  it  bears  my  spirit  down.  T^  bnift 
£jMt.  Walker  is  no  more.  Bat,  he  fell  honorably  in  battle,  the  reportof 
Vnich,  I  expect  you  have  seen  before  this.  As  this  batUe  was  about 
mentv  miles  below  this  place,  and  as  the  Indians  were  met,  we  had 
ilatiariDg  hopes  that  they  would  not  interrupt  lia.  But  bow  quick  wete 
fltfoa  hopas  blasted  t  Mr.  Gwioa  and  his  family  led  Fort  Hai}^  qa 
.ipaaday  ist  instant,  and  on  the  2d  the  Indians  made  aM  attack  on  bin 
and  murdered  himself,  his  wife  and  children  in  their  barbarous  way  w 
One  of  bis  sons  luckily  made  hts  escape  to  Fort  Harlee,  and  the  troopa 
astd  all  their  power  to  iod  the  Indians,  but  failed.  Thk  look  plae*  m 
afeatU  tfan  loilas  of  NananaTille  on  the  Santa  Fe. 

No  coontry  can  bate  a  worse  featnre  than  Alaehna  has  at  this  time, 
apd  Oeneral  Taylor  is  not  near  this  place  for  me  to  report  to.  In  diat 
caa^  I  feel  compelled  to  keep  the  battalion  in  serriee  of  the  Territory,  tQt 
9Mkf!€  ordered. 

With  gitat  cQDatdtiai^i,  I  am  dear  sfr, 
Your  Immble  aerran^ 

TSAAC  GARRISON, 

_^  Major  eooHnandinGr.  4c. 

Ifk  Excellaney  R.  K.  Call.  ~  ' 
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DOCUMENT 

ACCOMPANYING  THE  MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVBR1fO# 


presentments: 

The  Gi*and  Jury  erapatinelled  and  sworn  fn  and  for  the  cooq^ 
iy  bf  Duvtil^  being  about  to  brin^  their  official  duties  to  acIos« 
would  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  preseut- 
inents : 

They  would  bring  to  the  consideration  of  the  Court,  the  aii>- 
settled  state  of  the  country,  arising  from  the 'continuance  of  In- 
dian hostilities,-— while  suffering,  danger  and  death,  are  daily 
threaienkig  some  of  our  fellow  citizens,  no  part  of  £a&t  Floridtai 
is  exempt  from  the  evils  incident  lo  our  [ndian  and  border  war* 
A  lenity  of  morals  and  a  frequency  of  crime  are  the  almost  to- 
evitable  result  on  every  side,  they  witness  evidence  of  this  truth, 
lu  a  disturbed  and  unsealed  state  of  the  county,  the  incentives 
to  crime  are  m^^ny  and  the  restraints  few.  From  sucha  state  of 
'  things  they  duly  hope  for  relief,  by  a  removal  of  the  Indians 
from  the  Territory.  By  the  frequent  charges  of  those  entrust- 
ed with  the  command,  hopes  of  a  termination  of  these  difficul- 
ties and  evils,  have  been  often  excited  ,  to  be  as  often  blasted, 
but  they  never  look  forward  to  a  change,  from  which  they  an- 
ticipate the  happiest  results,  by  restoring  peace  to  our  borders 
and  happiness  to  our  homes. 

The  Grand  Jury  would  present  the  management  of  this  war 
with  our  insignificant  tribe  of  Indians,  withuut  assuming  the 
province  of  condemning  or  censuring  any  of  the  officers  to 
'whom  the  conduct  of  the  war  have  been  committed.  Itreqaires 
no  great  wisdom  to  discover,  that  it  has  been  unskilfully  mail- 
aged,  and  unnecessarily  protracted,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
all  East  Florida.  In  the  most,  public  and  solemn  manner  they 
would  repel  the  imputation,  which  some  have  been  so  readjr  t# 
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gRst  apOD  them,  that  the  citiiens  of  Flonda  have  contributed  to 
proloD^  the  war,  or  hare  desired  its  cootinaance,  or  been  beoe* 
fitted  by  it.  They  bail  with  joy  the  prospect  o*  an  important 
change  in  thbee  who  are  to  control  and  conduct  it. 

The  Grand  J4iry  would  present,  that  a  division  of  the  Ter- 
ritory IS  a  subject  of  great  and  abiding  tmer^r,  to  the  chiceni 
al  this  part  of  the  Territory^  disconnected  firom  the  Middle  and 
West,  in  business,  in  'Sympathy  and  in  feeling.  They  regard 
a  separation  from  them  TerritoriaHy  as  a  sul^ct  of  great  con- 
cern to  the  whole  of  East  Florida,  and  that  the  assumption  of  a 
State  Government  witii  the  taxes  and  responsibilities  incident 
i  rno.would  beget  evils  and  sufiering  which  they  are  reluctant 
to  enconnier. 

The  grand  jury  would  present  numerous  instances  of  a  cen- 
surable neglect  of  duty  by  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  other 
judicial  offii*ers in  this  county,  and  particolarly  in  Jacksdnville 
in  not  enforcing  the.  laws,  by  restraining  those  who,  in  the  most 
daring  and  reckless  manner,  threatens  acts  of  violence  and 
b1oo<lshed.  To  this  neglect,  in  permitting  men  armed,  and 
using  the  most  violent  threats,  to  go  unchecked  for  hours  and 
even  days,  would  they  attribute,  in  no  small  degree,  the  fatal 
affray  that  took  place  in  May  last,  and  which  has  been  brought 
to  their  notice  at  this  session.  To  prevent  a  repetition  of  such 
acts,  tending  to  disorganise  society,  and  jeopardise  the  lives  of 
unoffending  and  quiet  citizens;  those  who  are  by  law  conserva- 
ors  of  the  peace,  should  be  required  to  discharge,  faithfully  and 
fearlessly,  their  duty  by  imposing  a  restraint  upon  all  who  arm- 
ed with  deadly  weapons,  threaten  violent  and  mucderous  assaults 
upon  others,  or.  who  threaten  ip  any  manner  to  violate  or  dis- 
turb the  public  peace.  The  Grand  Jury  would  present  A  W. 
Crichton,  Esq.,  assessor  of  taxes  for  the  district  of  Mandarin, 
for  neglect  of  duty  in  making  returns  of  assessments. 

The  Grand  Jury  would  present  the  want  of  a  competent  jail 
in  the  county,  as  a  great  grievance,  criminals  are  either  permit- 
ted to  go  at  large,  as  the  officers  are  compelled  to  muster  a  large 
force,  to  guard  prismers  while  carried  forty  miles,  over  a  road 
endangered  by  lurking  Indians,  thence  to  be  confined  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  create  the  probability  of  escape. 

The  Grand  Jury  would  also  present  the  remissness  oi  the 
Port  Wardens  for  the  St.  John's  Bar,  from  granting  branches 
to  careless  or  improper  persions,  the  number  of  wrecks  has 
greatly  multiplied,  though  the  bar  is  not  believed  to  have 
changed  for  the  worse.  The  importance  of  this  bar  at  this  time 
imperativelv  demands,    skilful   and  faithful  pilots.     To  a  few 
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«eti  if  etitnistod  not  obly  a  latge  am^Bl  of  property,  b«t  BA» 
l^y  bft¥e  deentd  h  their  duly  lo  call  altenUon  to  tbiB  sabject^ 
that  A  refbrm  may  be  efiected* 

The  Grand  Jary  would  take  this  opportnntty  to  tender  to  Ua 
Honor  Judge  Bronson,  their  Uuinks  for  hit  lift^  and  aUt  charge 
aa  tbey  were  entering  upon  their  duties,  and  to  eipraes  their 
pleasure  and  approbation,  of  the  prompt  and  efficient  manner 
trith  which  the  business  of  the  session  has  been  conducted. 

The  Grand  Jury  request  that  these  presento^pnts  nay  oe  read 
in  open  court,  and  pubhshed  in  the  newspapers  of  St.  AngmMr* 
tine,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  our  delegate  in  Congress,  aad  lo 
the  Goyemor  of  the  Tc  rritory. 

GEO.  FLEMING,  Foreman. 

J.  GUTTEBSON,  SecreUry. 

Jacksonville;  Deceodier  15,  1840. 

▲  true  copy  from  the  original  now  on  file  in  my  office. 

ISAIAH  D.  HART,  Glei4. 
Per  D.  HIRAM  B.  HART,  D.  C. 
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EjUKVTIVJI  DBFARTUNTy  ) 

Tallahassee,  Jan.  89th,  1841*      V 
Tq  the  HmorabU  the 

JLegisloHpe  Council  of  Florida : 
Tbf  abseooe  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Territory,  haviog  bean 
ktQger  than  was  anticipated  by  ihe  officer  or  myself  at  the  timt 
0{  bis  departure  for  New  Orleans,  I  submit,  for  the  information 
of  the  ^legislative  Counoil,  a  Report  imde  to  roe  in  Deoembf  r 
h$l,  at  my  specU  ifiquest 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  R£ID. 
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REPOBT 

OF    TKB 

TREASURER, 


Trkasitrbii^s  Ofkicx,  > 

Tallahassee,  December  23,  1840.  )  - 
To  His  Excellency 

Robert  Raymond  Reid: 

Sir — Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  yoa  my  accouat 
corrent  with  the  Territory  for  the  past  year,  8h«-wing  all  mo- 
neys^received  and  disbursed  during  that  period,  and  leaving  a 
balance  in  the  Treasury  of  two  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents. 

Of  the  appropriation  bv  Congress  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  erection  of  Public  Buildings  in  Florida,  as  shewn  by 
his  report  of  Inet  year,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  was 
paid  over  to  the  former  Commissioner,  Mr.  En^ish  ;  the  re- 
mainder, seventeen  thousand  dollars,  has  been  paid  since  to  the 
present  Commissioner,  Mr.  Baltzell,  and  each  account  charged 
with  their  respective  amounts  on  my  books. 

The  sum  of  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
dollars  and  fifteen  cents  received  of  you  on  the  5th  June  last,  to 

5 ay  the  interest  due  on  the  1st  Julv  last  on  the  one  hundred 
'erritorial  Bonds  sold  to  the  Union  fiank  and  Life  and  Trust 
Company,  has  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  same,  awl 
the  interest  coupons  received  from  those  institutions  and  placed 
on  file  in  this  ofnce. 

There  is  but  little  alteration  in  the  balance  on  hand  of  the 
School  Land  Fund  since  my  last  report  on  the  subject,  though 
an  account  of  its  present  situation  will  be  submitted.. 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  AUSTIN,  Treasurer. 
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The  Territory  of  Florida  in  Account  Curmnt  with  Thomas  H, 
Austin,  Treasurer. 

1840.  Dr. 

To  expenses  collecting  revenue,  paid  Auditor*s 

warrants,  80  00 

To  nncurrent  notes,  paid  Auditor's  warrants,  25  00 

To  expenses  Indian  War,  paid  Auditor's  warrants,  3,411  95 
To  expenses  Tieasury  Department,  paid  Auditor's 

warrants,  1,643  67 

To  expenses  prosecuting  crimes  Middle  District, 

paid  Auditor's  warrants,  477  63 

To  expenses  State    CoMvention,  paid  Auditor's 

warrants,  580  60 

To  expenses  prosecuting  crimes  Westerp  District, 

paici  Auditor's  warrants,  123  45 

To  expenses  taking  census,  paid  Auditor's  war- 
rants, 45  50 
To  Treasury  Notes,  amount  jreddemed,  29  00 
To  interest  account,  paid  interest  on  Treasury 

Notes  redeemed,  17  75 

To  expenses  Executive  Department,  paid  Auditor's 

warrants,  400  00 

To  expenses  prosecuting  crimes  Eastern  District. 

paid  Auditor's  warrants,  411  59 

To  expenses  prosecuting  crimes  Southern  District, 

paid  Auditor's  warrants,  67  50 

To  expenses    prosecuting    crimes    Apalachicela 

Disistrict,  paid  Auditor's  warrants,  687  12 

To  balance^  2  88 


1840. 

By  balance  in  Treasury,  26th  Dec.,  1839, 
By  revenue  received  on  Auditor's  certificates, 
By  auction  tax  received  on  Auditor's  certificates^ 


By  balance  in  Treasury  Dec.  23, 1840,  2  88 

l-HOMAS  H.  AUSTIN,  Tretsurer. 


•7^65  64 

Cr. 

842  49 

8,748  01 
3,266  30 

•7.355  «4 
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BxBcunys  DmBAwrmMMf  I 
TidMiasiee^  Frtmisry  f,  194L     ) 
Th  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Commifsioildf 
of  Ibe  Cily  of  Tallahassee  for  the  past  year. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  RBUX 
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AJtri^NmX.  xxidii 

Jh  the  Senate  and  Uotise  of  RrepreserUatives  of  Florida  f 

The  undersigned,  Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Tallahassee 
for  the  past  year,  herewith  encloses  an  account  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  since  his  appointment,  shewing  a  cash  balance  in 
bis  bands  of$4  47,  and  in  notesof  $11,21717;  total,  #11,222  04. 
Hq  submits  the  following  statement  of  the  probable  resources 
of  the  capital  fund : 

Tbe  above  balance,  11,222  04 

Amount  which  may  probably  be  collected  on  old 
account,  including  suit  on  official  bond  of  Willis 
Alston,  5,000  00 

Value  of  lots  unsold,  5,000  00 

▼alue  of  right  of  location  of  a  quarter  section 

owned  by  the  Territory,  1,000  60 

•22,222  04 
There  is  due 

To  Mr.  Shine  on  his  contract,  9;937  00 

«•            «*                 "  300  00 

**        Levinus.        **  4,233  00 

extra  work,  &c. 

••'        Scott  on  contract,  about  1,700  00 

•*        J.  R.  Robinson,  467  00 

••        Johason  &  Hoyt,  1,467  00 

Contwgencies,  2,000  00 

920,104  00 
Bailee  in  hands  of  Commissioner  after  the  above 

payments  are  made,  2,118  04 

The  estimated  expense  of  completing  the  Capitol  is    28,000  00 

Leaving  a  deficiency  of  $25,881  90 

The  undersigned  respectfully  solicits  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  examine  his  accounts,  vouchers,  disbnrsments,  &c. 
and  particularly  to  inquire  into  the  contracts  he  has  made  witb 
workmen  and  the  sale  of  drafts  received  from  Government,  and 
also  to  inquire  into  the  general  condition  of  the  fund  and  bis 
office. 

He  submits  the  necessity  of  asking  an  appropriation  from 
Congress,  otherwise  the  building  must  remain  in  its  present  in- 
complete  state,  exposed  to  the  weather  and  liable  to  great  injury^ 
Very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  BALTZELL. 
Tallahassee,  Eeb.  2, 1841. 
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The  Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Tallahassee  in  Account  wUk 

the  Territory  of  Florida, 

1840.  Dr. 

To  amount  received  from  Treasurer  under  appro- 
priation of  Congress,  $17,000  00 

To  amount  of  premium  on  drafts  sold,  848  00 

To  amount  of  sales  of  95  lots  in  NW.  qr.  of  36, 
township  2  N,  R.  1  W,  aad  in  the  NE.  qr.  of 
sect.  1,T.  1,  R.  1,  15,813  50 

To  amount  of  sales  of  18  lots  in  sect.  1,  town- 
ship 1,  ranne  1.  VV.  SE.  and  SW.  qrs. 

To  amount  advanced  by  Gov.  Held  to  contractors, 

To  amount  received  on  ac*t.  of  old  claims, 

To  amount  sale  of  old  capital, 


8,655  00 

711 

00 

402 

00 

600 

00 

$39,110  64 
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1840. 

By  cash  paid  Shine,-  contractor  for  brick  work, 

•*  **  Levinus,    ••      for  carpenter  work, 

*•        .    "  Scott,        "      for  plastering    « 

**  **  Johnson  &  Hoyt,  for  carpenter  work, 

«  **  J.  R.  Robinson,  *«  •• 

•*  •*  Gov.  Reid  for  advances, 

^  **  late  Commissioner,  for  bal.  due  him, 

**  •*  John  G.  Padrick  for  fencing,  &a 

••  "  J.  S.  Robinson  under  resolution  of 

the  Legislative  Council, 

"  "  Mrs.  Chausler     .  •* 

•*  "  Gov.  Duval,  " 

«  «  T.  H.  Austin,  " 

•*  "  estatei  Chas.  Austin  *• 

•  "  R.  B.  Ker  surveying,  &c 

•  •*  Dorsey,  auction  sales,  July, 

.   "  **  Apal'a.  Gazette  and  Star  printing, 

^  •*  Plorldian  printing,  18^9, 

•  •<    J.  B.  Brown,  assisting  auctioneer.  &c. 
**  **     Nunes  for  plats,  <fec, 

**  **    discounts  on  cash  pay  to  lots, 

*•  **    stationery  and  furniture, 

**  **     clerks,  costs, 

*•  **     Levinus  for  capitols, 

**  ".         *'  removmg  rubbish, 

**     two  lot tf  sold  and  not  taken  out, 
•  **    Commissioner's  salary, 
Balance, 

Consisting  of 

Cash,  4  69 

Notes  due  1st  March,  11,217  37 


Cr. 

•13.563  00 

6,767  50 

800  00 

083  86 

500  00 

711  00 

533  8# 

248  00 

300  00 

200  00 

750  00 

200  00 

100  00 

491  00 

50  00 

68  00 

194  00 

m   00 

150  00 

88  00 

196  00 

77  75 

28  50 

100  00 

50  00 

800  00 

1.50O  00 

11.222  04 

39,119  54 

$11,222  04 
THOMAS  BALTZELL,  Commissioner. 
Tallahassee,  Feb.  2, 1841. 

E 
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ExTCimv  DaFAMTiuHrr,     ) 
Tallahassee,  Februaiy  8,  1841.  ( 
To  the  Legishtive  Oauiml  of  Floridm  : 

I  herewith  enclose  ti  e  Letter  tad  Report  of  the  Treasorer 
on  the  School  Land  f  uoi  (ox  the  year  1840. 

ROBERT  RAYMOND  REIB. 
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CJOPY. 

Treasursrs  OmcB,         } 
Tallahassee,  February  1,  1840.  ) 
His  Exetikncy  Robert  Raymond  Reid: 

Sir, — Herewith  I  beg  leave  to  hand  you  my  account  with 
the  Territory  for  the  last  year  on  account  of  School  Lands, 
•xhibiting  all  moneys  received  since  my  return  of  last  year,  and 
leaving  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  Fund  of  seven  hundred  and 
9ighty-ieven  dollars  and  seventy-five  cent^. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  objB^i^t  servant, 
(Signed)  THOS.  }^  AUSTIN,  TiMsoier. 
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Hkt  nrritory  of  Ft»rida  on.  Acamnt  of  School  Lands,  in  Ae- 

couni  with  Thomas  H.  Austin,  Tnasurer. 

1840.  I>r. 

To  balance,  TO7  76 

•787  75 


1840.  Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  as  per  report,  "hh  JuaAry,  1840,  686  26 

"  MBb  nM«Ted.of  Thomaa  L.  Halt,  for  rent,  5  00 

H     u        'u        of  Frederick  Scott,     "      "  11  •• 

«•     "         «        of  H.  Doffgett,           ♦•      "  4  00 

••     -         «        ofWm.M.  Maxwell,"      ••  78  00 

«•     «         «        of  T.  P.  Chairs         -      "  «  80 

•787  78 


By  balance  on  hand,  Feb.  1, 1841,  ^787  16 

(Signed)  THOS.  H.  AUSTIN,  Tieasuter. 
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Tallabasseei  Feb.  Sth,  1841. 
To  the  Honorable  the 

Legislative  Council  of  Florida : 
Enclosed  herewith  is  the  report  of  the  Auditor,  containing  the 
inforniation  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  29th 
January,  1841.  ROBERT  RAYMOIH)  REID. 


D^itized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Xl  AFTeHMX. 


T$  BU  Sxcetkiuy 

Robert  Rmywumd  Rtii: 
Sir    Ammwidi  it  a  comaot  fUtemeot  io  answer  to  a  reiolir 
tioo  <ir  tha  Senate  of  the  20th  ultimo* 

,  Any  further  ioformation  will  be  cheerfully  furnished*  if  requi«~ 
red*  Respeolfullyt 

Your  obedient  servant 

JOHN  MILLER, 
February  5»  184L  Aud.  Pnb«  Acct.,  Fla. 
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To  fhf  IjFqiiffafirf  Connrif  qf  Fiot  iJa : 

I  Kcr^wuh  traEirniii  tfi  you  n  f^Uf.^r  from  the  Auditnr  fo  rela- 
t'oiHo  arrearages  due  laundtVofn  th*^ 'IVrrir^^rtuI  Tri^nsurv, 

llUBEliT  KAVAfOND  KKID, 
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Tkbasury  Departiuint,  ^ 

Auditor's  Office,  > 

Tallahassee,  February  9,  1641.      ) 

To  his  Excellency    ;  '  »    '^    1 . 1 
Robert  Raymond  Reid. 

Sir: — On  comparing  debits  and  receipts  with  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Territory,  I  find  there  on  outstanding  warrants  against 
the  Treasury,  amounting  to  ($11,210  56,)  eleven  thousand  tW9 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  fifly  six  cents. 

My  recent  appointment  does  not  allow  me  to  give  you  such 
a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  office,  as  your  Excellency  or 
the' Legislature  have  a  right  to  expect. 

You  will  howeVeri  4'scov^  t^ow  siqall  a  t\ttmii^r  of  those  ap- 
pointed to  the  office  of  Auctioneers,  have  made  their  quarterly- 
regular  reports,  and  how  large  an  amount  of  deficits  remain 
unsettled  from  other  sources. 

I  am  not,  at  present,  in  possession  of  information  necessary 
to  inform  you  of  the  condition  of  the  claims  that  are  in  pro- 
gress of  collection,  or  to  insure  in  future,  a  prompt  compliance 
with  the  laws  by  those  commissioned  with  the  collection  of  the 
Revenue. 

-^,  The  act  of  the  last  licgislature  authorisin^^r  the  Treasurer  to 
issue  his  Bxecution  in  sixty  days  after  information  is  given  hira, 
of  the  defalcation  of  w  officer.,, and  on  option  with  the  Audkor 
to  employ  additional  counser  to  aid  the  District  Attorney  in  pros- 
ac^cKrir^  chims  with  the  right  toj^M^Hial.pto^emitJon  und^er  par- 
ticular circomstaticea,  a*ppear8  to. the  undlersijtfn^d  to  be  a<|ji  thatl 
couki''  b^  required  to  enforce  a  rigid  compliance  with  their  du*  r 
ties:  tlow  ^r  this' has  had  thedesirnd  efiect,  as  yet  I  am  una- 
Wetostdt^.  The  fines  awl  forfeitures  are  a  legitimate  and 
would  be  a  frortful  ^sburce  of  Revenue  for  the  applicfition  of 
discharging  thef;xpense  of  j.in)se4*4itrn;dr  c*'in»f^  by  tho  Territfiry'-^ 
It  se^s  also  to  be  ffteatly  neglected,  m  but  lew  i\ipfirEs  of 
clerks  of  the  Su pernor  Couns  of  reccrii.  date,  appears  in  thi? 
office,  showing  the  conditiofi  ordiigimjiQHniit  branch  of  financeJ 
,  Attention  to  the  last  mentioned  subject,  with  t^c  Auctionc*cr4|^' 
and  a  zealous  co-operation  of  ihti  differerU  orticcrs  of  the  Tor'-' 
ritory^in  forcing  the  ct^Ileciifui  of  mi^ears  due  to  iho  Territory^ 
aihouldgo  far  if  nol  eiittrely  disciiar^^  i\w  \Ubi\n\ii^  of  tlje  T^^r*; 
ritory^  yvitboutresojriiug  to  a  perrnuoent  .syston  of  direct  laxa*, 
tioo;        i   i.   •' ,  -   Yory  r/especi fully,.  .      .         , 

Your  obixjiont  servant, 
(Sigped,),  jg^lN  MILLE51, 

'  :  .,  Auilitor  Public  AccojUflts.    j 

-       .      '         .  .      .         F       .       . 


)  i 
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REPORT 


Of  THl^ 


eoMMrrxEE  on  claims. 


The  Special  Cooamittee,  to»  whom  was  referred  the  petkion  oT 
QpDjamiji  G,  llionitou,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT  IN  PART: 

That  in  the  year  1^99,  the  peckionef  entered  into  eonCraci  vkki 
John  P.  Duvul,  Esquire^  Oommiesiener  of  the  ToUahaseee  Fuod^ 
acting  lor  and  in  behalf  of  the  Tenitory,  toefecl  a  Capitol,  by  which 
the  Petitioner  undertook,  for  the  «uni  of  #17,000»  to  erect  ao4  cover 
the  buiMing— which  waa  designed  to  be  a  large  one^-and  to  furnish 
all  the  wood  work,  and  other  naaterials  necessary  for  rbe  purpose, 
except  the  brick,  which  formed  the  subject  of  a  separate  con  tracts 
and  was  to  be  furnished  by  another  individual  for  $0000.  Ic  ap. 
pears  from  the  evidence  before  your  Committee,  that  the  petiUoiier, 
Thornton,  immediately  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  his  part  of  the 
the  contract ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  year  above  mo  titloiied,  and 
that  which  followed,  erected  at  great  expense  a  very  stibstmntiul  saw 
mill,  wliich  bud  commenced  successful  operationi^,  coll^BCttsd  a  tiirge 
quantity  of  lumber,  constructed  a  hme  kiln,  quarried  an  nmount  of 
lime  stone  sufficient  to  supply  lime  for  the  buildi^^g  imd  hauled  ihe 
wood  necessary  to  bum  it,  purcibased  and  mainraiu^d  oxen,  muleSf 
wagons,  4*c.,  and  employed  the  requisite  number  of  h  uikmcn.  I>uc* 
ing  the  whole  portion  of  the  time  he  wa4  engaged  in  these  operations^ 
embracing  a  period  of  fifteen  or  eighteen  months,  the  petitioner,  aU 
though  lu boring  under  great  embarrassments,  created  chiefly  by  the 
Territory  failing  to  make  adequate  advances  in  money,  never  relaxed 
in  his  efforts  to  fui61  his  part  of  the  co  .tract.  It  appears  that,  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  18.29«  ^  Commissioner  declined  making  fur. 
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Iher  advances,  and  tbo  Legislative  Council  afterwards  reftwad  to  |Mro« 
gress  with  the  xiork.  Rejecting,  as  far  as  possible, the  minor  detaili 
of  this  controversy,  3^ur  Committee  proceed  to  observe,  that  the  Pe* 
titioner  instituted  «tiit  against  the  Territory,  which  was  thrown  out  of 
X^ourt,  on  the  ground  tliat  the  Territory  was  not  liable  to  suit*  Thdt 
in  a  suit  brought  immediately  after  hy  the  Territory  against  him,  the 
jury,  after  a  ntriient  investigation,  gave  a  verdict  in  favor  of  Tbbnftoil. 
Your  Committee  take  leave  to  recommend  this  solemn  verdict  of  ^ 
Jury  to  ihe  attention  of  the  Council,  as  inmishing  a  type  of  a!l  'the 
subsequent  decisions  on  this  clain^  nvide  hy  men  clothed  with  1e^ 
authority,  and  put  upon  their  honor  and  their  oaths,  with,  pei1iap8,\ 
aingle  exception.  * 

ft  appears  that  the  Petitioner  4hen  determined  to  seek  redress  in  leg. 
islation,'  and  throw  himself  on  the  justice  and  generosity  of  the 
Co|iQcll.  His  appeal,  accompanied  no  doubt  by  requisite  testhndnf^, 
seems  to  have  produced  a  just  impression  in  this  tody.  In  1*833, 
The  Council  passed  an  act,  providing  for  the  settlement  of  his  claiita, 
^y  reference  to  arbitrators.  It  appeacs  that,  Mr.  Berthe1<i»t,  chosen  6y 
the  petitioner,  allowed  all  the  charges  of  the  Commissioner  against 
the  Petitioner,  although  these  cliarges  made  as  money  advanced, 
really  consisted  in  ^oods  and  not  money,  and  deducting  them  froni  the 
whole  «nmount  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  Territory,  awarded  theba* 
lance — nearly  913,000 — to  Mr.Thoruton.  Mr.  Chandler,  in  his  re. 
port,  awarded  nothing.  In  cousecjueiice  of  this  disagreement,  the  de* 
cision  devolved  on  Col.  Randolph,  the  umpire,  who  awarded  to  die 
Petitioner  one^half  the  amount  allowed  by  Mr.  Berthelot.  Yotir 
Committee  regret  that  the  report  of  the  umpire,  drawn  up,  as  they 
have  been  informed,  in  ajnasterly  manner,  and  presenting  a  very  clear 
view  ef  the  case,  has  been  lost  while  in  custody  of  the  Territory*  aiid 
they  further  regret  thatrthis  award  was  not  adopted  by  theTerHtory, 
and  made  the  ^sts  <^  a  final  settlement  with  the  Petitioner,  which 
would  have  been  a  jjood  compromMe  to  the  Territory,  and  at  that 
lime  have  satisfied  ihe  FdtitioMer. 

*  In  ilhort^  it  It  -appears  to  your  Cemmiltee,  th«t  Binjaima  O.  Tfaom. 
te«i,  who  at  the  date  of  4he  contract,  gate  Air  promiso,  in' his  eminent 
akill  and  geoine  as  a  mebhhaie,  in  his  habits  of  industry  and  sobrkly, 
and  io  his  eaterprisiiig  spirit,  of  ieeomSng  one  of  the  most  tiseful  bki. 
^Mtn  of  Florida,  baa  been  groesly  wrongsd  and  injured  by  acta«iMhe 
Territory  and  its  public  servants,  and  reduced  from  the  condition  of 
that  **  prosperous  mechanic,**  described  in  the  important  testimony  of 
den.  Duval,  to  want  and  penury.  It  is  a  fact  of  general  notoriety, 
that  his  mansion,  several  lots  owned  in  this  city,  some  slaves,  and  a 
very  complete  set  of  tools,  together  with  a  large  number  of  mules, 
the  saw  mill  and  workshop,  kiln,  limestone,  wood,  d^;.,  were  all 
sacrificed  in  consequence  of  the  unfortunate  tnterposition  of  the  Ter* 
ritory— and  that  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  the  Council  to  render  him 
auch  imperfect  justice  as  is  now  in  its  power  to  afibrd* 

It  appean  to  your  Committee : 

1st  That  the  Territory— either  from  the  want  of  fiuids,  or  rather 
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*|he  ifas^e  of  ample  funds  >ai  its  control— or  capiice— or  some  olher 

ec^usti-^committ^d  9,  breach  of  contract*  and  is  consequently  liable  to 

%t^f\JPetiti9njsr|br,lhefu^  amount. dfdama^jresi  according  to  the  laws  of 

4b|8iland; ...  ^^  ... 

,  ,,,idL  That  the  F^^tititioner^  Thornton,  was,  at  times,  willing  and 

m)XioviJ|«  to  perform  his  part  of  the  contract ;  and,  for  a  periodof  15  or 
16,  nionttiSy  devoted  himself  with  great  zeal  and  fideUty  tb  its  perfpm^ 

■  JU1019 ;       ,  I  > 

ajd.  'i'Jiat  the  controversy  between  the  Territory  and  the  Petition^' 

kas  beep  decided  in  favor  of  Thornton,  by  that  tribunal  universalljr 
considered' the 'most  holy  and  incorruptible  known  to  o^r  free  r^publt. 
C9f^  institutions-Tan  .impartial  jnry  ;  ^ 

4lb.  That  suc'cossive  Lagislative  Councils  have  evinced  adispon- 
fion  to  decide,  or  have  actually  decided,  in  the  same  manner ; 

5ih.  That  arbitrators,  created  by  the  Legislative  Council,  and  Cool^ 

'.posed  of  competent  and  disinterested  persons,  have  also  decided  Ib 

'  Ihe  same  manner ; 

,  6th.,Thit  if  the  parties  litigant  had  been  private  individuals^ 
Thornton's  claim  to  the  full  amount  of  the  bonds  wOuld  have  been 
Ipng  since  esublisbed  by  a  Court  of  Justice. 

in  conclusion,  vour  Committee  are  unaninK>us1y  of  opinion — a& 
Qpinion,  which,  at  feast  with  a  majority,  is  a  settled  and  solemn  con- 
miction,  not  to  changed  or  shaken, — (hat  tho  claim  of  BeDJamin  G> 
Thornton  is  one  of  the  clearest  merit,  and  that  he  is  entitled  lo  the 
fullest  relie I. the  Council  can  afibi'd.  This  conviction  is  founded  on 
evidence  already  in  the  possession  of  the  Committee  ;  but  they  are  lead 
to  J)elieve  that  other  corroborative  testimony  will  be  received  in  a  few 

f  d  Aa».\vte;»  ^hey  v  ill  make  their  tinnl  report.  In  the  Jtie;in  lime,  th^ 
lieg  leave  to  report  ili?  luilowii.g  bill : 

V    '      "l  •    •     rAN.'ACT    . 

For  the  Relief  of  Benjamn  O,  Thornton. 

Be  it  €fuu!U4  ip  ffce  Lfig^mm  Cumnea  of  tie  TeftUo^rf^Ftm 

ia,  That  B«njamiDG..iThofnton  ^»»!k>wed.  out  of  the  TattaliaMte 

Fftnd  the  turn  of  .   -      » and  that  the  same  be  paid  to  h\m 

forthwith,  upon  his  execution  a  refeaae  >i>  fnll  to  the  Territofy,;  #f  ill 

I  lad  demands  arising  from  htA  mon^HtH  Ao^  budilfaig  the  Cayil^ 


.'.  :    L    ' 
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DOCUMENTS 

ACflDMKAinmiO  TBK  REPORT  OF  THB 

COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS, 

ON  THB  PETITION  OF 

BElf  JASIIlf  «.  THORlfTOlf. 


"Jl^TAtEMfiNT  OP  BENJAMIN  G.  THORNTON. 

AfWr  tiM  SQ8p«B9ioQ  of  tbe  buiMiog  of  ibe  Capitol,  by  reason  of  the 
#9fault  •»tbe  part  of  the  cooiraiaatODer  io  January,  1830 ;  i  gave  bim 
-trrittcn  ndtiee  of  my  readiness  to  proceed,  and  demanded  a  eompli- 
«nc#  trlriilbecovtract.on  bis  part,  wbicb  be  failed  to  do,  or  respond  tp. 
fSet  Records  of  Board  of  Directors  for  the  notice.)  I  tben  brought 
fuit  against  tbe  Commissiooer ;  the  Court  decided  that  an  action  could 
BOt  be  sustained  against  him.  Tbe  Commissiooer  sued  me,  upon  tbe 
vial  I  recovered  a  verdict  for  costs. 

Tbe  Legislatitt  Council  passed^  referring  mv  demands  to  arbitration, 
'H^bicbwas  DOtacttd  on:    (See  Lswsof  .'SS,  page  136. 

Tbe  OooDcilat  its  ntixi  aessioo,  passed  a  second  law,  still  Teferttog 
^mf  ^^efBande  to  an  arbiiratiom    (See  Laws  of  '34,  .page  106. 

Tbe  iat<)itraiord'undev«bia^  law,  awarded  iir^ny  iiavor,  mSept^lBdO; 
'§W^\  ttow  dalm  the  aaaiiuostof  said  award,  with  •  ianeresv  at  A  per  ce% 
^froairtbe  ku^pMHSKmoltheiwork;  in  Jaaaary,  ISSO^at  wbiditime  d«e 
^t!Me>»^8tgiter4b«  Commiasiooer  by  me. 

iR  a  THORNTON. ' 


J  .       Tallahassee,  14tb  December,  1839. 

&tti^jfMtn  :-^kgtieMY  to  your  request,  I  hereby  lay  before  you  « 
atatemenlof  the  ))i^r6:Wl' have  made  towards  building  the  Capitol. 

I  baveprepuRrod  a  large quaotitv  of  timber  fitt  ^cadtliKg 'and  saWetf  a 
fart  of  it,  Also' a  quantity  of  the  best,^8oft,  yellow  pine,  lor  frames  and 
Cornice.  I  have  erected  a  saw  mill  for  the  purpose  of  sawing  all  the 
timber  for  tbe  Capitol,  by  whichntieans  all  tbe  scantling  will  be  pre- 
pared, ready  to  go  into  the  building,  in  a  superior  manner  to  getting  it  by 
land.  I  have  bMk:a  f^iiiliirrhbi^Dlii.  Atl^Ubipense ;  quarried  all 
Ym  iim^^Mfif^mnii  h^dit,  to  tba.UUk  vand  ^mam^Aqad  ^tHtr nlogiit. 
iJtbaiiMKriOat^  Urn  fouAdflB^^fos^lbe  buUdiiig}  q^adj  tonoawneAce.tbe 

\  <.\Ttkei|fav*0iuqiia  1  kfm  niA^  m^  Ike  (m*kti^  ^hmkf  uSstdei  me, 
which  are  on  tbe  8ik>t;I  think  eouivalent  to  fi^Rly  ^aa-talf  of  jpy  part 
.^t,  Hbc.  qpntejct,  ^Tbj^^cjwspjhiasjbcen  takea  l)v,rae,  wilb  tb^Aji^ice 
01  the  commissiooer 'with  wbom  th^ifeoat^a^  was  inaae,^i^'perpetiiated 
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by  his  8Ucee««or,  in  which  every  facility  was  to  be  afforded  me,  aceor4- 
io^  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  contract,  which  reserves  to  thecommissioDer 
the  right  to  exercise  his  judgment  in  th«  advance  of  monev  ;  and,  al^ 
though,  a  large  expenditure  made  by  tye.  is  oot  in  the  niateriafs  directly, 
yet  it  is  direct  to  the  accomplishment  or  the  object,  io  a  better  man Der«^ 
Respectfully, 

B.  G  THORNTON.  CofUradw. 
Col.  Rob't.  Butler,  ChrrCn,  of  the  Committee, 

P    S.— 1  would  further  observe,  that  I  an^  fta^y  to  go%n  with  0» 
brick  work  as  boon  as  the  brick  can  be  b^id. 

B.  a  T» 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  Thornton. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Lzgislative  Council  oj  the  Ter- 
ritory oj  Florida^  ThatBcMijamio  G.  T  borii too  be  ailoved^^i  of  the 
Tallahassee  fund,  the  amount  of  principal'of  the  award  of  Thomas  P. 
Randolph  in  his  favor,  against  the  Territery,*  aad  entered  tbureoo  from 
the  data  thereof,  a*,  ei^ht  per  cent,  and  that  tb«  aaine  bepaid  te  kim  forth- 
with, upon  his  executmg  a  release  in  full  to  the  Territory,  of  all  daioM 
and  demands  arising  from  hk  4;ontract  tor  the  iMiildiftg  the  Cfef  ilok 

.a 


March  29ibi  1830. 
As  the  securities  of  Mr.  B.  G.  Thonaloi,  for  tlM-NiHillmeiit  of  Us 
part  of  the  contract,  for  raising  the  walia  and  ciMrer mg  io  ibe.Capitoi. 

We,  as  his  securities,  wish  you  to  ben  ioforaied,  and  to  take  imIim^ 
that  although  we  have  be«ii  advised  and  beHtte  that  we  ai«  ral^sed 
already  fa^  the  failure  on  your  part,  aod,  nevertkelesa,  if  vou  eoooeita 
Ufi  to  be  responsible,  as  liia  securities,  y*u  will  forthwith  l^ucaiak  tJie 
briek  necessary,  and  of  such^quality  aa  will  be  propec  to  put  iaco  tke 
walls,  and  funds  accoriing  to  the  contract,  otherwise  we  shall  hold  auix 
lelves  aa  entirely  released  from  auch  auppoaed  liability. 
Yours, 

DAVID  FLOYD, 
CI.  W.  WARD, 
SAM'L.  A.  SPENCfiiL 
WfiSLEY  ADAMa    ^ 
JOSEPH  McBl^lDE. 
To  TcRBtTTT  R.  Bettoh,  &s<).|  Commusioner  ^ 
qf  the  aty  oJ  Tatlvha$$€. 


ARTICLES  OF  AGREEMENT 

JAnIs  imd  ent&redmo  thh  fimtieenth  day  of  Mny,  in  Ike  yMTp/  Mr  L0€ 
eighteen  hundred  tmi^t^fU^^hf^  hehoem  John  P.  Mhtmit,  Cemmmhikt 
oftheeityof  Talldhassee  and  of  the  Terriiory  if  Florida,  ef  0^  me  pmu 
and  Benfamfn'Uf.  Thormek  and  ^hee Hi,  WM$ef  theaOmfarUM  of 
thM  city  and  Tm^ory^uaid,  *  -^ 

WBiREAa,  by  virtue  of  tbe  ^ct  of  tht  Le^ialative  Cuaucil,  ^atAUd^HB 
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ai(  lo  provide  for  the  laying  off  the  town  of  Tallahassee,  mftRe  sale 
of  the  lots  thereof,  and  the  several  acts  passed  in  amendmeat  tbereofi 
John  P.  Duval  hda  been  July  appointed  sole  CommissioDer  of  the  city 
of  Tallahassee,  and  vested  with  full  power  and  authority,  and  it  hting 
a  part  of  his  duty,  in  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  acts,  to  progress  wit^  the 
building  of  the  Capitol  by  contract,  according  to  the  plan  already  adopted, 
6r  such  othelr  as  might  be  adopied  by  ihe  Council  with  some  6t  person 
most  likely  to  secure  to  thr  Territory  the  ultimate  completion  of  the 
work,  according  to  tiie  plan  aloded  to,  and  as  the  fnn  *s  of  the  Territory 
appropriat»?d  to  that  object  would  otherwise,  and  the  said  John  P. 
Duval,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
aforesaid  act^s  of  the  Cooncil,  oathe  iWenrfeih  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred' ind  twenty-eight,  gave  public  notice  in  the  Florida  Advocate, 
il  public  newspaper  printea  at  Tallahassee,  that  he  would  receive  writ- 
ten proposals  until  the  first  Monday  of  April  next,  for  thf«  building  an4 
Covering  in  of  the  Capitol  according  to  the  plan  aforesaid:  and.  wbere-^ 
as,  sundry  proposals  werf '  received,  and  divers  offers  made,  nut  of  a 
character  so  vague  atid  mdefinite,  that  the  said  John  P.  Duval,  Com- 
missioner as  atoresakl,  deemed  it  essenti  1  to*  the  interest  of  the  Ter- 
titory,  and  a' faithful  performance  of  the  work  according  to  the  plan, 
to  reject  all  the  proposals  ihus  made,  and  a^ain  to  advertise  and  requirt 
df  those  disposed  rocontraci  for  the  work  to  be  precise  in'describing  the 
manner  in  which  ibe  work  wOuH  be  executed,  and  the  kind  of  mate^ 
rials  to  be  used,  and  so  if  practicable  to  insure  a  faithful  performance  of 
the  contract  on  the  part  at  the  contractors;  and  also  to  ensure  to  the 
Territory  the  erection  of  such  arbaiUiing  as  wax  contemplated  by  the 
Legislative  Cooncil;  aoixl  on  the  twelfth  day  of  April,  eighfeen  hun- 
j(re(f  and  twenty-eight,  the  said  John  F.  Duval,  Commissioner  as 
AforesAid,  agaia  gave  public  notice  in  the  aforesaid  pubHc  news- 
paper, that  he  would  receive  written  proposals  Ibr  the  building 
of  the  walls  and  covering  ill  the  Capitof  according  to  the  plan  afore*^ 
Said,  until  the  twentietti  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty*- 
eight,  in  which  those  persons  wishing  to  contract  were  notified  to  de- 
arth) ihe  kind  of  material  to'  be  used,  and  manner  inr  Which- the  work 
was  intended  to  be  executed,  ail  of  which  will  be  more  fully  and  at 
fen^tti  appear  by  reference  to  the  notices,  dh^  the  several  proposals  he* 
Biaining  in  the  office  of  the  aforesaid  Commissioner.  '  That  pursuani  to 
tiie  labt  notice  a^i  aforesaid,  sundry  proposals  were  recerved.  iind  amongst 
others,  thac  of  Benjamin  G.  Thornton  and  Jesse  H.  Willis,  iharked  es* 
^:nate  number  two,  and  rofettedf  to  and  made  a  pari  of  fhr^  contract. 
\vhich  proposal  the  said  John  P.  Duval,  Commissioner'  as  aforesaid,  did 
conceive  tie  last,  and  most  likely  to  insure  a  due  and  faitfilul  perfornr^ 
aiice  of  the  Work  contemplated  by  the  Legislative  Council  and  oP  (hli& 
materials  best  suited  to  the  buitdfng,  and  accordingly  the  said  John  P: 
Puyal,  Comnis  ioneras  aforesaid,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  Aotif, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-erghr,  did  agree  to  and  accept  theiast 
jproposal  aforesaid  of  Benjamin  Q.  Thorpton  and  Jesse  H.  Willis,  tA 
puild  the  walls  and  cover  in  the  Capitol  according  tc/  the  aforesaid  esd* 
^ate.  No.  2,  at  and  for  the  sum  o(twenti/'three  thousand  three  hundred 
andjifty  dutlars.  Thertfore,  this  agreement  witnesseth,  that  the  said 
John  P.  DiivnK  Cotnmiriaioaer  as  aforesaid,  for  and  in  behalf  of  thi 
Territory  crt  Florida,  antl  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  premises  and 
covenants  and  the  agreemeois  of  the  said  Thornton  &  Willis,  hereln^ 
nrter'expre>&ed,  doth  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  and' with  the  said 
Thorhton  db  Willie,  and  their  heirs,  executors,  acfmitfinrators  afid'  as- 
signs, that  he  will  pay  them  or  iheir  legal  repctsentatives,  the  afoiestid 
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sum  of  tweuty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollar^^coneat 
mouey  of  che  United, States,  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say  : — 
The  sail)  Comniis.^ioner  ai^iees  to  pay  k)r  the  work  a'  tahi  as  itprogresaet 
or  as  materiaU  are  furnished,  provided  collections  sufficient  can  be  madi 
of  tli€  oionies  appropriated  exclusiTely  to  the  building  of  the  Capitol^ 
and  in  no  event  js  the  Con:tmis.sioner  to  pay  a  greater  &um  in  advaoct 
^n  ihe  v^iueof  the  work  doae  and  materials  furni&hed,  nor  a  greater 
amount  than  is  collected,  unless  he  deems  it  fit  and  proper  so  to  do. 
And  so  soon  as  the  work  is  done  and  the  building  is  completed  accor- 
ding to  the  contract,  then  the  said  Commissioner  agrees  to  pay  over  any 
and  every  sum  or  sums  that  may  be  due  and  unpaid,  if  so  much  may 
bare  been  collected,  and  if  not  iheii  ^o  ^uoli  a^  <ijid  ^mu  or  :-uiui  ro&y 
be  collected.  And  the  said  Benjamin  G.  ThonUon  and  Jt^,s«e  H.  WtllU 
covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  thes«iiU  John  P^  DuvaU  Comtul^ioner 
fi8  afuresaidy  tkat  thev.  will  forthwith  procuefl  with  ihe  work  and  continae 
witkall  reasonable  diligence,  until  ihe  ?;^mt*  ijj  compkied  agreeable  te 
the  contract,  and  to  the  plan  adopted  bv  the  CouikjI,  cuiJ  li>  rbe  e^itimaie 
No.  2,  hereinai^r  referred  to,  that  ts  lo  !»iiy  the  waiis  to  be  the  dimea- 
sions  stated  in  the  advertisement,  that  i.^  of  iUt  {>reisent  walls,  eic«pc 
the  partition  walk  which  are  to  be  ibor  inches  thicker,  all  hard  bncl, 
quoted  an^  laid  in  the  best  manner,  with  pilasters,  full  cape^  a»d  bawd 
with  their  entabblurersof  iheTttscau  nrder.  a^  perdravvirig  number  outi 
the  door$  to  be  circular  beads  with  doubje  pilu^ters^  a^  per  drawing 
uuu;iber  four,  referred  to  and  made  a  p^i/t  of  ibis  ci>iitrdteL  The  win- 
dow frames  to  be  neaveltd  and  mude  lu  tht  be^t  maiioer;  to  receive 
tha  Inside  work  for  double  hing  sunh,  uiaJe  of  two  inch  dtuf{^  a.s  p«r 
drawing  number  dve,  referred  to  and  nuade  a  part  uf  this  contrac^v 
Th<^  first  floor  of  joists  tpbe  three  by  iweive  roclieSp  and  noi  more  thjiA 
siixeen  inches  Irom  their  centre  apart.  The  second  floor  to  be  put  iq 
with  trus-gurdera  as  per  drawing  nuniber  ^rix,  referred  lo  and  made  a 
part  of  this  contract^  which  are  not  hi  In^  less  than  eigbleeo  inches  di-epj 
with  double  floor  ot  joist  framed  iu  *<>  f^i<-i^  at  tup  and  boliom  of  girder, 
aiid  oot  less  than  four  girders  over  the  repr^--euiarire  hall  wiib  two 
plain  girders  over  the  lobies.  The  vi  [lole  of  ibe  other  flours  are  to  be 
loists  three  by  twelve  inches,  and  not  luorr  than  rii^Eiiean  im^bes  apart 
Trora  their  centre,  laid  on  girders*  Th(i  whok  (jfiiie  parljtiona  are  i« 
be  MX  inches  thick,  full  trussed  and  turketl  in  no«u  and  ^irderder^  with 
f training  beams,  securely  straped,anU  bolted,  ihe'^tuda  3by  6,  uu^ses  an4 
posts  from  six  by  si:^  to  six  by  eight  tn  proi^ortiou  to  their  length  a^  per 
drawing  nuotb^r  aeven,  refered  lo,  and  m^jdc  a  part  gf  this  comracL* 
!rhe  dome  to  be  trussed  with  ,the  uprii^ht  straped  to  tb^ir  girdet^an4 
fttralning  heains,  the  whole  is  to  be  securely  boiled  as  per  drm wing  uum^ 
ber  eight  referred  to,  aud  made  a  pari  of  thi,^  conUacC.  The  wingi  aoi 
angles  10 'be  covered  with  riged  roof^  aud  trut^ii?!^  i wo  feet  wide  betwtea 
tb«  walls,  roof,  angles  and  docae^aud  the  whole  to  b«  covered  wiib 
sixteen,  or  line  fastened  down  with  iron  ^crewi^;  i|  is  uBder^tood  that 
liie  pilasters  and  cornace  are  to  be  put  on  the  old  wln^,  in  the  same 
manaer  as  the  new  part  of  the  buildnvi^i  and  it  i^  iurthtfr  underaiood 
find  agreed  on,  that  iu  case  the  monie:^  eimiioc  be  coHected  to  pav  for 
the  workdoae  and  materials furnishi^d,  ihat  ih^  ^aid  Thorntoa  4c.  Willis 
ifoali  DOi  be  bound  to  proceed  with  tht*  work,  until  the  nioney  ean  be 
(collected^  and  it  i«  further  expressly  utitl^;rsiootl  and  i»g reed  to,  by  ih* 

Jiartiea  to  this  instrument,  thatone^of  the  pariit;^  to  wit:  Jes^^e  H^  Wil- 
is js  pot  bo^lid  after  the  completion  of  ibtr  buck  work,  thai  is  to  &ay, 
that  ao  aoonaa  all  tbe  brijck  necessary  ibr  ilic  buldtng  shall  be  by  him 
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AStKtaanau  u 

dell^^ed    and  thrbrkk 'Work  shall  be  ciimpkted,  dien  all  ot>li|t&ti(Ais 
iy>OD  him  cea#e  apdbe.is  not  ftirihenhoniid:  by  lhi«  coalract. 
In  testimony  whereof  the  parties  hare  hajfcutoto  aei  theic  haadesand 
affixed  their  seals,  the  day  ind  year  firsl  a*wve  writienv. 
Agreed  in  ibefourt([i  lineirwi  .  B..  O    THOBN.TON,'  i^  8. 

topenieri>dber(jretxecutioa.  JE^SE  H.  WILLIS,  l.  s. 

.    JIOHN  P.  DTJVAL,  u  e,  . 
T«st«  \    Coi^misaioneY  of  XuUahasaee^ 

Horatio  P.  VAsa. 
A  Ime  copy  from  the  origioai  on  file  *a  mv  office^ 

ma  WELFORD,    . 
Clerk/ Superior  Court  L«on  County. 


Know  all  Mbn  by  thise  PaBSBNTS,  That  we,  Benjamin  G.  Thorn- 
tout  Joseph  McBride,  George  VV.  Ward,  Davis  Floyd,  Sainuel  A.  Spen- 
cer, and  ^eptley  Adarn^  are  held  and  Hrmly  bound  unto  John  P.  Du- 
TaTi  Commissioner  oTTRlhiha««ee,  and  his  sQ<^esRors  in  ot!^ce,  in  the 

Senal  sum  of  seventee.u  thi^usand  doihirs,  latvf(il  money  of  the  United 
states,  to  the  paymetit  of  which  well  and  truly^  to  be  made  to  the  said 
John  P.  Duval,  Oommis«i6iner  as  aforpsaid,  or  his  anctessor  m  office', 
we  bind  ouraelves,  onif  herr^,  executors  and  admintsti^tors,  johrt!y  and 
•eTerally,  firmly  by  these  presentSf  sealed  with  our  seal.^;,  and  d&ted 
this  14th  day  of  May«  in  the  ye.ir  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  faun* 
dred  and  twenty-eight. 

Whereaa,  the  said  Benjamin  G.  Thornton,  together  with  Jesse  H. 
Willis  h«v«  entered  into  a  contract,  beilrihj?  even  date   herewith,  to 
erect  the  walls  find  cover  In   the  Cnpiiol,  refJ'-fence  there*©  beini;-   had, 
will  more  fully  appenr  ;  and  the  said  Thornton  Ar  Willis  havinti  ugreed 
between  themselves  that  the  said  Willis  it  to  fiirnish  thf*  brick,  nun  the 
•aid  Thornton  is  to  find  ail  the  other  materials,  and  execute  th<'  work, 
agreeably  to  the  contract  aforesaid,  and  the  estimate  No.  '2,   iUen^m 
rwrred  ta.     Now  the  Condition  of  th^^  obti^atioii  is  atich,  thut  if  th4 
said  B.  G.  Thornton  shall  commence,  Without  delay,  and  proj^T.-sK  wah 
fell  reasoaabte  tJtp<^itiaOt  and  shall  tvell  and  truly  cotnpktc  tlm  work 
aforesaid^  in  jigoed  wotkuianiikt  niMniier,  aceonhng  to  the  tenor  ami' 
eflbot  of  the  aforjesaid'tsot^ra^t,  jindviiie  estimate  No.  'i,  th»^rein  referred* 
to,  then  this  obUgation  to  be  void,  and  of  no  elFcct,  otherwise  toremain* 
ih  M^oteecau^vittoo* 

r.     if  .  .•  B.G.THORNTON,        l.^I     . 

'     .  H.     ..  ,,  ,        itfcStPHMcBKiOE,        L.8. 

■aJ        ..'     '     .^4.    wu(i^  H  .  WAHf>,.  "  L.  0. 

DAVIS  i'LOYD,  l.  «. 

.  /.  #   •  -i  SA>iL  A.  SPI':lVCER,  l.  8. 

WKS  i  LE Y  ADAiM^>,     l.  s. 
Test. 
Horatio  P.  Vass. 
I,  Thomas  H.  Duval,  do  certify  that  the  above  is  a  irne  copy  of  a  bond 
filed  in  the  Superior  Court  for  Leon  Coii.iiy.  Mi.ldlr*  i>i-:'rii-t,  lion  la< 
(of  which  I  am  clerk,)  in  a  suit  of  the  Comn>i»^ionet  of  Taiialiab^ee 
against  the  said  B.  Q*  Thornton,  and  uthrrs. 

Given  under  my  hand  ant!  m^ji  of  said  Court, 
this  6th  «i.?v  o{  Fe^  ruary,  18^8 

TiiOJS.  if.  DUVAL,  C:k. 

By  J.  W.D.  bbacD.  Clk. 
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lii  AFPBirmx* 

Ala  tattioQ  of  the  Superior  Court  for  the  Middle  District  ofFforida 
Leon  county,  contioued  and  held  at  the  citf  of  Tallahastee,  on  Frida/ 
the  80th  dajr  of  April,  A.  D.  1832. 
Present  the  same  Jodge  as  on  yesterday. 
The  CommissioDer  of  Tallahassee,  plaintiff,     } 

againsi  >   In  deht. 

Btniamin  Q.  Thornton  and  others,  defendaots.  ) 
This  day  came  the  parties  by  tbeir  attorneys,  and  thereupon  the  inry 
sworn  in  this  cause  on  Wednesday  last,  appeared  in  Court  agreeable  to 
their  adjournment,  and  upon  their  oath  returned  the  following  Terdkc : 
"  We  the  jury  find  for  tha  defendants." 

A  true  copy. 

R.  a  WELLFORD,  Clerk. 


Statement  of  the  award  of  the  arbitrators  in  the  ease  of  B.  G.  Thorn- 
ton against  the  Commissioner  of  Tallahassee. 

Mr.  Berthelot,  one  of  the  arbitrators,  award  to  Thornton  the  amount 
of  bis  contract,  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  paid  him. 

Mr.  Randolph  awardshalf  the  amount  of  Mr.  mrthelot. 
STATEMENT. 

Amount  of  contract,  ^17,000  oa 

By  amount  paid,  4,034  30 

This  amount  awarded  by  Berthelot,  $12,965  70 

And  the  half  of  that  sum  by  Mr.  Randolph  makes  $6,482  85 


A  Statement  of  evidencft  I  vUh  to  lay  before  the  Committee  t^  rekk* 
tion  to  my  claim. 

There  is  no  Commissioner  of  Tallahassee,  and  the  books  of  the 
Commissioner,  and  the  books  of  the  Board  ot  Directors  of  the  Talla- 
hassee fund,  are  in  the  hands  o(  Doctor  English,  subject  to  the  ordar 
of  the  Qovernor. 

I  wish  those  books  to  be  brought  before  you  and  Capt.  J.  P.  D«¥al, 
and  J.  A.  Bertbelotte,  to  be  summened  as  necessary  to  a  proper  under- 
atanding  of  the  f^ase.  The  eyideoce  taken  by  the  arbitrators,  and  all 
other  papers  relative  to  the  case,  being  gone  from  the  ofSce,  ana  are  not 
to  be  lound. 

B.  Q.  THtRNTON. 
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Benjamin  6.  Tiokntoh, 

1838  Acttouot  with  ikt  OoDMnissiooeY  of  Tallahassee. 


June  14,  to  draft  on 

I  Treasurer, 

$1000 

July  23,  " 

«( 

do.                            » 

25  40 

.      30,  « 

(C 

do. 

400 

Oct.  10,  « 

i( 

do. 

150 $W!&  40 

Above  amouDt  paid  by  J.  P.  Daval, 

Decenaber  1 

I,  draft 

00  Treasurer, 

243 

iS2iK 

Cash. 

207 

February  24,  te  dratt  on  Treasurer, 

50  00 

Muy  23, 

do. 

do. 

300  00 

April  13, 

do. 

for  Wm.  Hall, 

150  00 

JuDe8, 

40. 

«  Jas.  J,  McMullia 

,    260  00 

July  20^ 

de. 

"  Thos.BpowD, 

120  00 

'  (•  * 

do. 

"  oD  Treajiurer. 

257  71 

t< 

do. 

*^  John  P.  DuTal, 

38  02 

Sept  1, 

do. 

•<   D.B.Douglass, 

150  00 

•^     it 

do. 

«  J.H.Willis, 

59  17 

Octobec  6, 

do. 

"  Betton  Sl  £ininory,  300  00 

do. 

do. 

"  Cash, 

100  oe 

1830. 

January  ), 

do. 

«*  draft  per  sect.  Floyd,  200 

April  1, 

do. 

«  J.W.Levinus, 

30 

92,458  90 

$4,034  30 
NoTB.->$4034  receifed  chiefly  iD^Mercbandize  and  Groceries. 


TESTIMONY  OF  GEN.  DUVAL. 

B,  G,  ThomtofVs  Case, 

John  P.Duval  appeiired  before  the Coinraittee,' and  was  duly  svvoriu 
He  deposed  aud  said,  that  being  Commissioner  ul  the  Tallahassee  fund 
in  1828,  and  authorised  by  act  of  the  Le(^islative  Council,  to  contra<n 
fur  huilding  tbe  Capilol^  he  did  contract  with  Jesse  H.  Willis  and  Len^ 
jamin  G.  Thornton,  to  erect  and  cover  the  building  for  which  they  were 
to  receive  the  sum  of  §2^000,  or  thereabouts;  not  a  joint  contract,  but 
.separate;  Willis  to  furnish  the  brick  and  receive  $6,000 ;  Thornton  to 
furnish  lumber,  lime,  dec.,  and  erect  the  htuldingtor  17,000.  Witness 
believed  he  had  made  a  great  bargain  for  ihe  Territory,  tbe  build- 
iiig  was  designed  to  be  nearly  or  quite  as  large  a^  that  now  being 
erected  $  designed  to  be  a  splendid  structure.  Thuri  ton  ^avf 
wilue^s  a  complete  drawing ;  froiu  witness's  knowledge  ot  architec 
tural  design,  is  able  to  say  it  was  an  admirable  drawing.  Thorn- 
ton manifested  a  perfectly  honest  disposition,  detailin«?  things  very  pre- 
cisely to  the  Commissioner,  making  every  requisite  explanation;  wit- 
ness made  the  contract  with  Thornton,  partly  on  the  ground  of  his  be- 
ing, at  that  time,  in  prosperous  circumstances,  and  was  esteemed  one  of 
the  first  architects  in  Washington.  Thornton  soon  commenced  the  ex 
ecutioo  of  his  contract,  erected  a  mill  for  sawing  lumber,  which  witness 
saw  working  well,  and  quarried  stone  and  constructed  a  lime  kilo  ;  wit- 
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ness  sanctioned  all  fhe:<e  measures,  considering  them  oseful  prepini* 
tiocs  to  complete  the  contract  in  the  best  manner.  Timber  roiled  in 
consequence  of  the  Commissioner  and  Council  relusin.  to  furnish  mo* 
ney  ;  t  was  an  eaiire  loss  to  Thornton.  He  believes  Thornton  receif- 
ed  but  liltie  money  ;  what  he  ^d  receive  was  chiefly  of  witness,  while 
he  acted  as  Commissioner;  he  believe*  bis  Successor  paid  Tbornion 
chiefly  in  goods  out  of  hit  store.  Witness  resigned  his  office  of  com- 
missioner, and  became  attorney  for  the  commissioner.  While  be  acied 
as  Altornef,  tt^re  was  more  than  $23,000  due  the  Territory,  out  of  tbe 
Tallahassee  fund  ;  which  witness  could  havte  'cdll^ted,'add,  as  attorney 
offered  to  collect,  ^ut  the  commissioner  Mr.  Betton,  directed  him  notio 
iQakethemoney;a'b6ut  that  time,  therewasaparty  here,  hostile  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Capitol.  Witness  Went  ^rti'fcy"  in '31 5  hh^  he  continoed 
to  be  commissiorier,  he  believe^,  Thornton  would  have  completed 'the 
Capitol  according  to  coutiaot.  The  successor  of  witness  at  first  en- 
couraged Thornton  to  proceed.  Witness  believes  that  Thornton  sas- 
taincd  a  ;^reat  sacrifice  ot  pnopclrtyin  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the 
Te/rilory,  to  proceed  in  the  fulfil  merit  of  its  part  of  the  contract;  Thorn- 
ton always  evinced  a  disposition  to  proceed  with  the  contract  and  com- 
plete the  Capitol :  deponent  believes  that  iVhen  the  attempt  was  made 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  Capftol,  the  late  Maj,  Chaire.^,  made  an 
offer  to  take  the  contract  himself;  to  become  responsible  for  its  foJfil- 
ment,  and  to  finish  the  Capitol.  The  deponent  first  heard  this  from 
Jesse  H.  Willis  who  wa«  very  intimate  with  Mr,  Chaires,  tbe  assertion 
has  been  often  since,  repeated  in  his  presence,  and  he  has  neV^  heard  it 
denied. 

3QHN  P.  DUVAL. 
Feb.  8,  1841. 


CASE  OF  BENJAMIN  O.  THORNTON. 

F«B.6, 1841. 

This  day  appeared  befbre  the  Committee;  Richard  ^heiiier,  who  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  said  thftt  atter  Mr.  ^peticet  ieit  the  service  of  Mr. 
I'tiornion,  be,  Sheifer,  had  churgt' ot  the  hands;  that  the^toae  quar* 
pied  ;ind  ready  for  tlie  kiln,  was  sufficient,  as  h«  believe^  fo^  all  thf 
purposfs  of  ilie  contract :  a  l-r^e  quantity  of  wood  waA  (raiir^portrd  (6 
the  kiln,  suflicient  to  burn  all  the  bme.  Thornton  erected  and  set  ill 
iiioiioua  large  mill  near  Washington  Squaret  arid  collected  a  large 
tiun  ber  of  stocks,  or  logs,  for  sawing  lumber,  when  all  further  procee- 
dit)  ;s  at  length  ceas«  d  by  ordor,  as  the  deponent  belieYes,  of  the  Terri- 
X6\\n\  autboniirs. 

WimesH  says  Thornton  wat»  very  active  and ^ressini;' in  pushiiig  his 
operatjonj*  tbrward,  and  appeared  to  be,  while  withers  remained  in  hii 
eerf toe,  anjtioua  HQd  ambitious  to  complete  the  Capitol. 

"     RlCtlARl>  SHEFFER. 
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ArrEHMX,  it 

,  TWMTO.Y  o.  Fi*.!**,     >  p^j5^,j,„  ^f  BenjaminG.  Tfiornfon. 

Leon  County.  \  •' 

^  Personally  appeared  before  me.  a  Justice  of  the  Pence,  in  and  for  raid 
County,  iSaTDuel  At,  Spencer  of  tbe  County  aforesaid,  yfho  being  du\y 
imrorn,  deposetb  and  HhiAi  :- 

That  he  has  been  Acquainted  with  the  petitioner,  Benjamin  G. 
Thornton,  since  the  latter  par^  of  the  year  18i7  ,  that  in  the  yetir  1888, 
deponent,  together  witli  Messrs.  Floyd,  MrBride,  Adams  and  Ward, 
became  security  for  ihe  perfommnce  of «  contract  entered  into  by  the 
petitioner  for  building  the  Capitol,  to  a  certain  extent;  that  petitioner, 
86  deponent  understood,  undertook  to  erect  the  build. ng  and  furnish 
every  thing  necessary  for  that  purpone,  except  the  brick,  and  that  he 
ipvas.to  recetfve^ibff  the  «ame  the  fmm  nft  Bev«'DUieD.4bouBan4  dollars  ; 
that  the  petitioner,  so^b  after  signing  the  b9nd8,  provaedf  d  to  the  ex- 
ee(uiiq^:i>f  the- work  h«  had  undertaken;  that  he.  hired  a  number  of 
hands — deponent  thinks,  including  both  black  iind  ,iivhit«,  irom  20  ko 
25r^«  patron  of 'Vbflin/ o«jrpen6ers,  ^Mie  bJacksfniAh  and  strikeE ;  he 
greeted  a  blacksmith's  tbofwund  had  also  a  carpenter's  shop  on-  the 
•avae Jot,  ajad  erected  a.iarg^  building  for  sawing  lumber.  1  be  drpo- 
llAnt„(wbLQ  WHS  .at  thai  lime  engniirrfl  bv  (be  f^etitioner  to  aesit^i  hiiu  in 
huildingthe  Capitol,)  quarried  a  large  quantity  of  roek  ior  making  hmei, 
and  ha<l  it  caned  froia  the /quarry,  but  toeing  compelled  by  cir«-umsian<» 
ces  at  that  stage  of  operations  to  withdraw  frum  his  engagemenis,  hoi 
DO  ptersonar  knowled^etJkaA  the  petitioner  burned  and  prepared  *any 
luDe-  DapoBeuini^asupexintended.and  directed  tht^  laborers  engaged 
in  CNtiing,  hewing,  and  hauhng.Juoiber  to  the  mill  in  TaUabaAsel; ;  a 
coosiderahle  quantity,  waa  eoilK'Cted^  enough  to  build  the  eau'.mil^^-HLht 
frame,  of  vhich*  ah  well  as  the  carpenters*  work  shop,  still  remain  ab 
ihe  place  where  they  were  enectedi  and  a  nunilter  of  hnwu  lagAor 
sticks — say  20(> — capable  of  osaking  ■  ■■  ?      of  pihnkt:,TikHiigned4  as  de- 

eoneut  believes,  to  be  sawed  into  materiais  for  the  use  of  the  Cufitol. 
deponent  says  that  the  'petiti0nej1,  Mr.' ThotmAoQi,  dispfeyed  great  in- 
dustry and  energy  in  the  prosecution  of  the  business;  he  seemed  to 
be  resolutely  determined  and  devoted  to  the  completion  of  the  Capitol, 
and  the  honorable  fulfilment  of  his  contract,  as  any  man  could  possi- 
bly be  ;  deponent  can  truly  aver  that  his  soul  appeared  to  be  engaged 
in  and  almost  wheltydeviiriadito:  chit  object;  it  was  the  suhject  contin- 
ually uppiirmost  in  his  thoughts,  and  predominant  in  his  conversation. 
rViii^  completion  ef  the  #apitbrhelookie<l  with  obvious- fHide  tmcTkri- 
umph.  Ev^rr  tning  done  or  dirtclddwin  ihi«  maUer  wss^lain^  iot^n^ 
ded  t9  accortiplibh  that  erid  ;  and  to  the  accomplishneiit  of  that  end,  it 
was  genennUy  l^elifeted  by  Mr.'Tk or n ton's  friends,  t]:at  the  mill,  the 
lime  kiln,  the  horses,  mule?,  w:u'on?ii  und  carff,  purt-hnfieiJ  h^  him,  were 
useful  tnif*a!fn3<;  utid  the  deponent  in  unt^^T  tht'  s^UTonge^^t  p'T^oasroji 
that  Messrs.  Bettqn  Sl  Duval,  thn  Cfnuiniieslonerf^  on  the  part  of  tlie 
Territory;  approved  these  m^nj«iin  s  and  smirtbne^  them.  iVpfiP^nt 
remained  rive  or  six  montj^s  art  tht^  puperinlrmiftu  of  whnimay  b<i 
Cfil!e<1  the  Mit  dobr  business,' and  during  i^lL  that  time,  the  h^ncTA^  and 
mules,  and  dXcn'wtre  all  active  ly  ptt;^aj^ed  at  the  t^xpens^  of  the  r^tt- 
tioner.  After  d«*boheTit'lefl  Mr  Thorn t^jn.  he  oeca^bnnily  vmTied  Tsl- 
lahasseo,  and  found  thitt  thb  real  of  ihc^  pftilioneT  in  the  pr*iaeculton  of 
the  great  public  contract  h(^  hn-i  nndertnken,  whs  not  in  (he  sslightesft 
4.  gree  abated.  Thn  friends  of  Thornton  bHi^^vi^d  tbnt  boiWing  ilic 
niilf  ahd  either  J)reparatory  tnepnrrBt  were,  in  the  ihiii  rirrun^stiincc» 
of  tb«4)oili]tiry;judicioua,dietftLed  by  soiind  judgment  atiJ  Would  starve 
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hi  Mmnmx. 

to  ecoaomm  the  expenditure^,  and  boBten  tb#^««iiiplettoa  «f  the  €apu 
tol.  ''"S-V 

The  deponent  further  says  that  he  knows  that  a  large  proportion 
•r  the  pnymeats  made  by  tlio  Conuuutsioner  to  Mr.  Thornton,  ft  as  not 
made  in  Nioney,  but  in  groceriea  and  other  articles  from  his  store  is 
Tallahasaeet  and  as  he  presumes,  at  the  retail  prices  of  that  day- 

SAMVEL  A.  SPENCER. 
Sworn  and  subsuribed  to  before 

me,  this  Sd  day  of  Feb.  1841. 

GEO. E.DENNIS,  J.  P. 


Tift»iTe»T  or  FiiOmiBA,  )  In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  Benjamin  G. 
County  of  Leon.        \  Tiioniton. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  this  day,  David  M.  Sheffield,  f  who 
being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  : 

That  being  one  day  in  casual  conversation  with  Turbutt  R.  Betton, 
Esq.,  during  the  time  he  acted  as  Commissioner  of  the  Tallafaanse* 
Fund,  he,  the«aid  Commissioner,  remarked  that  the  office  had  been  « 
matter  sf  considerable  convenience  to  him,  for  had  it  not  been  for  thai 
he  woi^d  not  have  been  able  to  make  his  remittances,  implyinc,  as 
this  deponent  then  understood,  and  does  yet  believe^  that  he  used  the 
lunds  as  exchanges  or  remittanees. 

Deoonent  further  saith  that  he  has  of\en  seen  the  lime  ^iin  buHt  by 
Mr*  Thornton  ;  large  quantities  of  lime  stone  and  wood  at  the  kiln  ;-^ 
but  knows  very  little  about  burning  the  lime  ;  recollects  to  have  seea 
one  kiln  bunit.  Deponent  understood  that  these  were  ell  jprepara* 
lions  for  building  the  Capitol;  D.  M.  SHEFFIBLO. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  Sd  of  Feb.  Id41.| 

'    Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  the  d»y 
and  year  before  mentioned. 

£.  R.  GIBSON,  J.  P.  Leon  County. 


H^VBM  or  RlPKBSCirVATITSS, 

January  26,  lii^l. 
The  eneloeed  petition  was  referred  te  a  Select. Committee, 
ing  of  Messrs.  Duval,  McRinnon,  Thigpin,  Priest  and  Steele. 

Attest.  JAMES  H.  GIBSON, 

Clerk  House  of  Representatives. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Governor  and  members  of  the  Legislative  Couor 
eil  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

The  petition  of  Benjamin  Q-  Thornton  respectfully  shewcth— that 
in  the  yfar  1828.  he  entered  into  ao  engagement  with  the  Territo^  of 
Florida,  through  their  Commissioner  John  P.  Duyal,  for  erecting  a  Capi- 
tol, as  will  appear  by  certain  articles  concluded  by  .and  between  said 
Commissioner  of  the  one  part,  and  Jesse  H.  Willis  aqd  your  petition- 
er of  the  other  part,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  said  Willis  was  to 
furnish  the  brick,  and  your  petitioner  was  to  construct  the  walls  and 
cover  in  the  building.  Your  petitioner  after  entering  into  said  contract 
immediately  made. his  pre{>aratio|is  in  good  fiith,  with  a  view  to  iu  ful- 
filin^t,  in  tb^  shQi[(eMp«rio^i«Ad  Mi.thefee*tmapwr..  Witlt  thti»4?iQe^ 
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o)  tbe  CommissioDor  and  ^tiog  onder  the  exercise  of  his  bef^tjadgment, 
he  erected  a  Saw  Mill  (or  the  cutting  of  his  lumber  at  suitable  lengths, 
which  was  in  active  operation  ;  he  constructed  a  lime  kiln,  and  was  pre- 
pared with  lime  fur  the  purpose — had  haukd  bis  timber  for  the  building 
•^'.tad  purcha-ed  Oxen,  Mules,  Wagons  and  other  things  requisite  in 
•uch  ao  undertakiDg,  and  bad  his  worknieo  engaged,  and  ready  to  pro- 
gress with  it.  Tour  petitioner  was  employed  tor  nearly  two  years  ac- 
tively, and  with  the  greated  diligeoce,  neglecting  all  other  business  and 
engagements,  and  directing  himself  his  time  and  talents  to  this  a;one. 
Ttie  preparations  thus  made  from  the  hi<;h  price  of  every  thinjj  in  this 
country,  involved  a  very  heavy  expenditure.  Your  petitioner  is  unable 
at  this  time  to  present  an  accurate  account,  but  from  loose  memoranda 

in  his  possession,  he  makes  it  amount  to  the  sum  of ,  as  will 

appear  by  an  account  filed  herewith,  and  prayed  to  be  taken  as  part  thereof. 

Your  Honorable  body  will  perceive  tnat  the  erection  of  the  building 
and  covering  tbe  Canitol — the  materials  having  been  prepared  for  thai 
purpose,  was  but  a  slight  matter  in  comparison  and  might  and  would 
nave  been  accomplished  in  a  few  months,  and  your  petitioner  regarded 
the  undertaking  as  almost  completed,  and  was  looking  with  intense  anx- 
iety to  a  termination  of  his  labors  for  the  reward  of  his  great  exeitions* 
These  anticipations  were  destroyed,  to  the  great  distress  of  your  peti- 
tioner, by  the  avowal  of  the  Commissioner  that  the  funds  were  exhausted, 
and  afterwards  by  a  refusal  of  the  Council  to  progress  with  the  work. 
He  believes  the  fact  to  be.that  having  erred  in  contracting  for  a  building, 
thimere  erection  and  covering  in  of  which  alone  wa<«  to  cost  $21,000 ;  a 
building  in  size^farliurpassingany  probable  wants  of  the  Territory ,or'eveD 
o^  a  contemplated  State— tne  Council  were  anxious  to  be  relieved  from 
itb  Suits'  were  accordingly  commenced  by  the  Territory  against  your 
petitioner,  and  his  securities  in  their  bond;  which,  after  a  long  and  pain- 
ful suspense!  was  decided  in  his  favor.  The  consequence  of  these  pro- 
ceedings was  most  ruinous  to  your  petitioner — allthe  fonds  he  received 
from  the  Commissioner  were  exhausted  upon  the  work— his  large  ma* 
larials  accumulated,  at  such  vast  expense  and  with  infinite  labor*  were 
thrown  upon  his  hands  as  almost  useless,  his  preparations  in  other  res- 
pectsof  Horses,  Mules^  6lc.  dec.  were  also  left  upon  his  hands— his  work- 
men were  left  with  their  wages  unpaid,  and  were  clamorous — the  credit 
of  your  petitioner  already  strained  to  the  utrhost,  in  the  eudeavod  to  ful- 
fil his  contract,  was  now  prostrated— his  creditors  alarmed — pressed  in 
•very  direction — commencing  their  suit^,  and  his  entire  property,  even 
bis  tools  were  sold  under  execution. 

Your  petitioner  though  sofiering  under  the  weight  of  these  jiardships. 
thus  pressing  upon  him  with  a  severity  unknown  to  any  but  himsclf,and 
pot  easily  conceived,  has  ever  had  an  abiding  confidence  in  the  sense  df 
jastice  and  right  of  bis  cminrrvmen,  heaccordiD^rly  made  a]H>neation  rtt 
rarioas  tiittes  for  relief.  To  his  application  in  18X>^  the  Cnuncil  pas.^ed 
a  law  appointing  arbitrators  to  decide  the  question  as  will  appear  by 
their  act  of  1834*  Under  ihia  law  James  A.  Berthlot  ani  Ed  ward 
Chaudler,  E«eqrs.,  were  select rt^dnsarhitraidT^jbuf  thpv  differiuii  irj  trnia^ 
km  the  matter  was  referred  to  Thorn eis  R  Rmidolphj  Esq.  as  uniji-re^ 
who  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  your  peituotier  wnsemitlpd  fo  the  !sutj>_ 
of  MX  thousand  four  hundred  and  ffigbty  five  doiUrs.  AtiUnuf^h  yvut 
petitioDer  regarded  this'  sum  as  an  iaadeqaaTe  ailouirjince  for  hif.  benvy 
losses  and  expenditures,  the  value  of  hisservic^es  for  ^o  Icyti^  a  limi;  and  . 
his  injuries  since,  still  he  was  deposed  to  abide  by  iha  umpiragej  having 
sabcnitted  to  tbe  arbitratioo  in  goodfiHh.  Fy  ihe  hvr  hnweverof  the 
Council,  the  decbion  of  the  arbitrators  was  much  to  the  disadvantaga 
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of  your  petitioner  made  ajs^ain  subjet-t  to  the  aprobatioa  oTtbe  Anditar 
wliu  reCuvod  lu  abide  by  the  decision  of  ibe  umpire,  and  the  matter  re<- 
Diai:i8  iu  tbis  po^iiioo. 

•  Ywur  iKjiiiiont^r  therefore,  prays  that  your  honorable  body  will  pasa 
a  law.  ei(h<fc  iu  coDarijiutiua  of  said  award  of  the  said  Randolph,  to  be 
p-iii  him.  with  itiiere^t,  or  that  they  will  trive  him  such  compensalioa 
for  )ii9h)8^e-,,  (ia«ua<?ed  and  injuries,  as  under  the  cireunlltancea,  be  may 
bd  rea^nably  found  eoiitidd  to.  And  your  pecitiooer  will  erer  prav.  du:. 
,  B.  G.  THORNTON. 

AN  ACT  for  the  rfelief  of  Benjamin  G.  Thorrton. 
'  Sec.  1.   He  it  <'na^tH<l  by  the  Gmnernor  and  LfS^islatice  Council  of 
the   Tcrritor]!  of  Florida,  That    Benjamin  G.    Thornton,  be  allowed 
out  of  the  Tii'i  ibas>ee  funrl,  the  sun  of  six  thDusandfour  hunc.reJ  and 
ei':'htv  five  lol'^rc.  the  amount  of  principal  of  the  award,  of  Thomas  R. 

JIaiiloloh,  iri  his  favor,  against  the  Territory,  and,  likewise,  interest 
herf»o.i,  fr  ni  the  late  thereof,  at  ei:jht  per  cent ;  and  that  the  same  be 
paid  to  h^m  forthwith,  upon  hisfXPCulinii  a  release  in  full, to  the  Terri- 
tory, of  at!  riaiiis  and  deuituds,  arising  from  his  contract  for  the  Jmild- 
ins  '.f  the  CaiMlol. 

Skc.  2.  fi"  it  further  enacted,  That  this  law  shall  be  rn  fall  fora^ 
from,  and'  mr.iediaK^Iv  after  its  lira ^saoje.        ,  * 

This  Bill  passed  the  House  in  1839— not  atted  on  in  Senatt. 


,  Enow  a.ll  Mejc  ur  tuksv  Prmicmts^  That  wet  JeAM  H.  Willis^ 
aud  iicujuiiim  Ciiiircs, are  heldyaiid  ilruily  ,bouii<i«  uiUu  Joda  P.  Dovai 
Co:nuii4sioiier,  oi  tUe  Ciiy  of  TalUhatfsnei  fiud  hiti  aliceefsor.  io  offiee# 
in  lUe  p^ual  suiuof  aix  thousand  tUrea  hundred  and  fitly  doilars  Uiurfol 
money,  of  liie  Uuiied  Sute«  to  the  paymeiu  of  wImcU  weU  Htid  inily  to 
he  made  lu  th«  t^aid  Johu  P.  DuTait  coiumisaipneTi  as  aloreaaid,  of 
hii  succci99or  in  oiHc  ^ ;  we  bind  our^elvef,  pur  heirs^fxenuisrs  and  ad« 
iiMiisifHlors,  jointly,  and  aeverallyt  firmly,,  by  these  presedft^,  sealed 
ivuu  our  bsilH  and  dated  this  fourteeuth  day  <of  May,  i»  ibayearof 
our  Lord  one  ihou»aud  niirht  hundred  twe9ty  eight. 

(VuEuuAS,  Tae  baid  Josae  il.  VViilia,logeti4er  with  Beoj.  G.  Thorn- 
ton, iiave  eaicred  into  a  cuntract,  bearing  even, date  herewith,  toereel 
ihe  wails  and  cover  lu  the  Cn^itol,  reference  thereto  beiog  hadf  wiU 
uiuriM'ully  appear,  and  the.saiU  W  tills  and  ThorntpSf  luwinf  agreed 
amjiij^vst  the:ii>«<'lveb,  that  th(>  said  Wi\U*  is  to  furnish  the  briokpoly  | 
ana  tiii  .said  Thoriiioa  is  to  hud  ail  the  oilM)r  ipal«e/iais,  and  execate 
iutj  wjr-v,  agret^ably  to  the  coulractiiforej|^aid,  atid  6sCfti|Mite.  No.  4i 
Iher^iu  rt'Ttrr^^J  lo  u't.\\  ihr  f;ond.tioa  of  th/s  obli^^tionis  sacb  Ifaatif 
i  .«  said  Ji^^r  11^  ^Vhl^s,  iiu>:tl  coiuineiioe  vyiAhout  delay,  and  fiimith 
iwith  all  r**asori,iUiedtwpau^h.  The  quahiy  of  brick  jecfuired  for  tatdb 
eapitol,  acH^ordiii^  tatU«  jila.t  Hdoptod  by  said  Qottimissioner^  im  esti-' 
u«»tt6  No.  2,  di^ri  ibi^obr^gst!  f)u  to  be  Ypid,  au4  -of  no  eff^tt  otberwiss 
to  stand  iu  fuiL  turyi^  and  viu^e  in  law. 

JESSE  H,  WILU«^  !.•  •. 

WitnesQp  BKN.  CHAIRKS,  l«  m. 

HORATIO  P.  VASS 

A  true  copj(  fr<^ui  the  originaron  lile  in  niy  offkp, 

B.  G.  W  liM^FORD,  CUv  9^.  Cu  Let>&  C#. 
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PETITION  OF  BJSNJi\MJN  )Gk  THORNTON. 

This  day  appeared  before  ttie  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  rs- 
ferrad  theclain  of  B.  G.  Thornton,  Jas.  A.  Bertbelot,  Esq.,  who  depo. 
•elb  and  sa  tii,  that  the  claim  of  said  Benjamin  G.  Thornton  having 
been,  by  an  aol  of  the  Legislative  Council,  approved  February  17, 1834» 
submitted  to  the  decision  of  arbitrators,  and  the  said  J.  A.  Bcrthelot  ha- 
ving bsen  ohosen  by  Mr.  Tbornwn  cne  of  the  arbitrators,  and  Edward 
Chandler  another  on  the  pan  of  the  Territory,  they  proceeded  to  in« 
Testigate  the  claim,  and  make  their  several  reports :  that  deponent,  af- 
ter devoting  much  time  to  the  subject,  upon  lull  and  mature  delibera* 
don,  awarded  to  Thornton  the  whole  amount  of  the  contract,  afler  de* 
ducting  the  sums  paid  l|iip»<wlHofaawMMl«  ■|adolHr,d^pfnenC''amounted 
ts  about  •12,790.  i     -  ^  ^    V     V 

That  Mr.  Chandler  awarded  him  nothing ;  that  in  consequence  of 
the  disagreement  of  the  arbitrators,  Thomas  P.  Randolph  wa^  chosen 
umpire,  who  allowed  and  awarded  to  the  said  Thornton  one  half  of  the 
abovs  sum,  to  wit,  ths  sum  of  $6465. 

JAMES  A.  BERTHELOT. 

Sworn  before  me. 

E.  R.  GIBSON,  J.  P. 


QuiifCT,  Feb.  10, 1841. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  has  been  duly  received,  and  I  should*  have 
Iftan  in  l^albdia«sde  two  weeks  since,  but  for  indisposition,  an^ bad 
weather.  In  Sept.  1  was  confined  with  bilious  f^vt^r^  atad  un^  ijke 
three  or  fo«r  vceks  past,  have  been  unable  to  walk  to  the  public  part 
of  the  village,  and  now  have  fever  and  pain  in  the  head  every  other  day, 
'whrch,thoug1i  it  does  not  confine  me  all  the  day,  renders  me  unfit  for 
the  transaction  of  anv  business. 

Yoa  state  In  your  last  letter  that  the  Cstmmittce  are  nnxiotts  to  have 
mjr  tealimpsy.  Ibava  gitea  it  onee  in  a  written  report,  and  twice  bs- 
fQ€^  Committees,  who  liave  take  a  it  down  ;  perhaps  among  some  of 
the  papers  it  maybe  found.  If,  howiwei',  my  healrli  and  the  weather 
will  permit,  (before  the  adjournment  of  ihs  Coonci!,)  I  will  come  to 
Tallahassee  and  cbeerfully  state  before  the  Committee  alt  that  lean 
recollect  at  thi*4i«t»nt^nod  respecting  the  case  at  issve. 

Respectfully  yonr«, 

THOS.  p.  RANDOtPB 
3.  G.  Thoe]it6!i,  Tallahassee. 

n 
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MEMOKUL 


UNION  BANK  OF  PLOmDl* 


Ta  the  Sen^  and  House  of  Rq^resentalives  of  the  territory  of 

Florida: 

The  Memorial  of  the  PresideDt  mod  Directors  of  the  Uoita 
Btink  of  Florida,  respectfully  represents : 

That,  by  the  unaaimous  resolution  of  their  stockholders,  at 

their  last  annual  meetinjor,  they  are  instructed  to  ask  of  the  htg* 

islative  Council,  a  repeal  of  the  84th  section  of  the  charter  of 

-  the  Bank,  which  forbids  a  sale  ^at  a  discount''  of  the  hoods  of 

the  Territory,  upon  which  the  capital  of  the  Bank  is  founded. 

,     The  motives  which  prompted  the  rcstrictioti  may  be  found  m 

.the  circumstances  under  which  the  charter  was  granted. 

Of  these  circumstances,  two  only  need  be  adverted  to  betej 
because  they  were  most  prominent  and  iofluential* 

1.  Uncertaintv  as  to  tlie  adequacy  of  the  security  which 
was  to  be  given  by  the  stockholders  for  the  protection  of  die 
Territory. 

2.  A  pervading  disbelief  of  the  possibility  of  selling  Territo- 
rial Bonds  at  any  reasonable  price. 

The  Territory  was  to  be  secured  by  mortgages  of  property 
which  had  not  then  been  appraised  ;  and  which,  it  was  feared^ 
might  be  estimated  at  rates  which  would  not  indemnify  against 
a  default  ot  the  Bank  to  pay  the  interest  and  principal  of  the 
bonds.    The  result  proved  this  fear  to  be  groundless. 

As  evidence  of  the  disbelief  of  the  possibihty  of  selling  thv 
bonds,  it  h  only  necessary,to  recar  to  two  or  three  facts. 
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-  K  Tb«  very  tardv  .subscription  pf  the  first  million  of  the 
capital  of  the  Bank,  which  was  not  completed  tor  eighteen 
months;  and  then  only  after  a  contract  had  been  made  for 
the  sale  of  the  bonds.  . 

2.  The  refusal  of  the  stockholders  to  advance  the  money, 
oecessfiry  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  agent  appointed  to  sell 
the  bonds ;  because  of  a  belief  that  the  efiort  would  be  abortive, 
and  the  money  thrown  away. 

3.  The  universal,  as  well  as  extravagant  joy  expressed 
throughout  the  Territory,  at  the  success  of  the  agent,  who  ef- 
fected the  sale.  t 

Those  prevalent  doubts  of  which  the  Legislative  Council 
largely  partook,  account  for  a  restriction  upon  the  sale  of  the 
bonds,  nowhere  to  be  discovered  in  the  Louisiana  Bank  charters, 
from  which  that  of  the  Union  Bank  was  copied,  nor  in  the  suU 
kequent  charters  of  other  Banks  in  the  Territory,  for  whose  cap- 
itals its  faith  is  pledged*  ,     #     / 

Such,  however,  was  the  credit  of  a)!  American  stocks,  both 
al  home  and  abroad,  at  the  time  thejr  were  oflercd  in  the  Nevj 
York  market,  that  the  restriction  id  the  charter  interposed  no 
obstacle  to  the  sale  of  the  Territorial  Bonds.  The  bank,  there* 
fore,  went  into  suucessful  operation ;  and  so  continued  until  ^he 
universal  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  1837. 
'  In  the  ensuing  yeari  the  Capital  of  the  Bank  was  filled  pp 
by  tlie  subscription  of  two  millions  of  dollars ;  and  bonds 
of  the  Territory,  of  corresponding  amount,  were  received  by 
It,  to  be  sold. 

Of  these,  the  agent  of  the  Bank  sold  1296  bonds,  of  one 
thousand  dollars  each,  at  prices  which  netted  to  the  Bank  a 
premium.  But  the  sale  of  the  remaining  704  bonds  was  ar- 
rested by  the  aprehension  of  hostilities  between  ,the  United 
States  and  Great  Britajn»  on  aocpunt  of  the, disputed  North- 
eastern boundary.  . 

The  ^ame  cause  arrested  the  sale  of  all  American  Stocks  in 
Jlurope ;  and  before  the  tear  of  foreign  hostilities  had  subsided, 
tjie  disastrous  progress  of  the  Indian  war  withUi  the  T^r- 
nory,  combined  with  a  renewed  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
Bdents  by  all  the  Banks  south  of  the  Hudson^  rendered  abor- 
tive every  effort  \p  sell  the  renaaing  Territprial  bonds,  U  is 
iieedless  to  add,  thai  still  greater  difficulties  were  superadded, 
by  the  action  of  the  last  House  of  Representatives. 

But  the  time  has  arrived  when  a  sale  of  the  remaining  704 
bonds  is  imperiously  demanded  by  the  best  interests  of  the  Terrj- 

The  country  is  laboring  under  great  and  complicated  pecu- 
Yiiery  embarrassnoents ;  tne  causes  whereof  being  misunder- 
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M6od,  hare  occasioned  remedies  to  be  proposed,  whidi  are  tm- 
suited  to  the  object,  and  must  a|;gra?ate  tlie  evil. 

The  public  anind  has  been  impressed  with  a  btlief  that  the 
existing  evils  are  all  attributable  to  the  Banks:  who,  by  an  in»- 
prudent  extension  of  discounts  have  made  over  issues  of  Bank 
paper.  Hence;  every  remedy  proposed  has  for  its  objeet»  to 
compel  the  B^nks  to  reduce  their  circulation. 

The  evils  complained  of  are 

1.  Extravagant  rates  dmanded  for  northern  exchange. 

2.  An  alledged  depreciation  in  the  value  of  our  Sank  carr 
lency. 

3.  And  at  same  time  an  acknowledged  and  (^stressing  scar- 
city of  that  very  <ujrrency. 

This  last  admitted  fact  sheuld  induce  a  doubt.whether  the  pub- 
lic mind  has  not  mistaken  the  true  cause  of  our  embarrassments^ 
And  that  doubt  must  be  strengihened,  by  two  other  undeniable 
facts,  to  wit :  That  the  Bank  circulation  of  the  Territory  it 
less^by  one  half,  than  it  was,  before  the  suspension  of  specie 

! Payments :  and  that  the  crrculation  of  this  Bank  is  much  less 
n  amount  than  will  be  due  and  payable  to  it,  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  for  interest  alone  upon  its  discounts. 
Surely  these  facts  ought  to  disabuse  the  public  mind. 
The  true  cause  of  the  high  rate  of  Northern  exchange,  is  . 
the  northen  indebtedness  of  the  TerriUn*y ;  an  indebtedness 
exceeding  the  value  of  her  exports.     And  if,  by  curtailments, 
the  Bank  could  have  withdrawn  every  dollar  of  its  notes  from 
circulation,  the  measure  would  neither  have  paid  one  dollar  of 
northern  debt ;  nor  have  reduced  the  rate  of  northern  exchange 
one  per  cent. ;  although  it  would  have  ruined  many,  and  have 
added  to  the  embarrassments  of  the  country,  by  depriving  it 
of  its  chief  currency. 

The  obnoxious  remedy  for  the  derangement  6f  fnfand  ex- 
changes, as  well  as  fur  most  of  the  other  evils  endured  by  out 
community^  is  the  payment  of  the  northern  debt.  And  the 
obvious  means  of  paying  a  large  amotjht  of  it,  is  a  sale  of 
the  704  Territorial  bonds,  held  by  the  Bank.  W/thout  SuCh 
sale;  tfie  Bank  and  the  community  must  continue  to  suffer. 

The  only  other  remedy  to  Which  the  Bank  can  have  recourse 
is  the  curtailment  of  its  discounts  ;  a  remedy  which  it  has  al- 
ready applied  to  the  extc*nt  of  its  powef,  una^ed  by  the  coer- 
cion of  the  courts  of  law.  To  thdt  coercion  It  may  be  driVea. 
The  credit  of  the  Territory  miLSt  be  sustained,  by  the  punctual 
payment  of  the  interest  of^  tlie  Territorial  bonds.  The  Bank* 
must  comply  with  its  engagements,  no  matter  at  what  cost. 
Aud  if  the  means  of  sustaining  that  credit,  and  of  meeting  these 
engagements  are  to  be  supplied  by  curtallmenfs,  through  the  fn- 
snrumentahty  of  judgments  at  law,  and  the  enforcement  of  eXQ- 
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cutions,  it  needs  no  spirit  ef  prophecy  to  foretell*  the  Tuin  ol 
indiTidaals/dnd  the  postration  ot  every  interest  in  our  commiih 
nltr. 

^hess  conseiquences  can  be  averted  only  by  giving  to  the 
Bank  the  ose  of  that  portion  uf  its  Capital  which  now  Res  dor- 
mant in  the  704  unsold  bonds  of  the  Territory ;  and  which 
will  continue  dormant  unless  the  restriction  itt  the  84th  section 
of  the  charter  shall  be  removed. 

A  sale  of  those  bonds  at  the  greatest  probable  discount  can- 
■ot  involve  the  Territory  in  any  loss  ;  because  the  present  sur- 
plus profit  of  the  Bank,  exceeds  any  possible  loss  upon  the  sate. 
The  capital  of  the  Bank,  therefore,  will  remain  unimpaired  f 
and  constitute  of  itself,  a  complete  protection  to  the  Territory  ;' 
while  she  has  the  further  security  of  property,  worth  jfftje  mill* 
ions  of  dollars,  morl/raged  for  three  millions  only  No  rational 
man,  then,  can  believe,  that  bv  the  repeal  «»f  the  34th  section  ot 
the  charter,  the  Territory  will  hazard  any  thina;. 

Whatever  loss  may  attend  the  sale  at  a  discount,  will  fall 
upon  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  ;  to  whom  and  their  a/iirents, 
the  directors,  the  right  to  sell  at  a  discount,  may  be  safely  con- 
fided, since  motives  of  private  interest,  as  well  as  of  public  duty 
will  prevent  any  improper  and  unnecessary  sacrifice. 

The  immediate  eflfect  of  a  sale  of  the  bonds  wonld  be  the 
payment  of  so  much  of  the  Northern  debt  of  the  Territory* 
und  a  corresponding  reduction  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Bank; 
io  that  with  the  aid  of  another  crop,  the  community  would  be 
relieved  from  all  the  evils  attendant  upon  a  high  rate  of  ex- 
ehange,  and  upon  a  depreciated  currency,  whether  that  depre- 
ciation be  real  or  imaginary ;  and  without  having  caused  the 
ruin  of  an  individual ;  and  even  without  any  severe  pressure 
vpon  its  debtors,  the  Bank  would  be  enabled  to  resume  specie 
payments. 

Purely  such  considerations  ought  to  commend  the  mea$ute  ti 
tte  favorable  regard  of  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

In  public  clamities,  resulting  from  war;  from  rev ulsioms  io 
commerce;  aiid  fronn  unfruituil  seasons,  governments  have  in- 
terposed for  the  protection  or  relief  of  their  people.  The  gov- 
efnmeiit  of  Great  Britain,  much  less  popular  in  its  form  thnn 
that  of  republican  America,  has  bee  known  loaid  Us  merchantt 
under  eerious  pecuniary  diifScuIties,  by  lo^is  from  the  National 
Treasury  ;  and  we  have  receiatlv  seen  the  Goverooi  of  an  ad- 
joini(ig  State,  repomoien^  to  the  Legislature  to  lend  to  their  peo- 
ple, millions  of  dollars, of  $taXe  bonds,  to  assist  them  in  paykig 
the  curtailments  required  to  enable  their  banks  to  resume  specie 
payments. 

Great  public  calamities,  resulting  from  a  savage  war,  frofiM'e* 
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vulsioiifl  in  commerce,  and  from  an  ufifruitful  season*  have  fallen 
upon  our  young  community  ;  nevertheless  your  roemorialists  do 
not  ask  you  to  put  your  hands  into  the  public  treasury,  or  to  of* 
fee  any  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  patriotism^  for  the  relief  of 
your  constituents.  But  in  the  name  of  their  stockholders,  ^hho 
oompase  a  respectable  portion  of  those  constituents,  they  ask 
permission,  by  a  sacrifioe  of  their  own  interests,  to  shield  their 
fellow  citizens  from  further  and  grejiter  calamities^  They  ask 
for  power,  by  one  measure  to  equalise  exchange,  and  to  make 
the  circulation  of  the  Unio.i  Bank  equal  to  specie.  They  ask 
this  boon  at  the  hands  of  the  Legislature,  to  enable  them  to  save 
the  property  of  debtors  from  the  gripe  of  the  usurer,  and  from 
tfie  grasp  of  the  rapacious  speculator,  lis  refusal  will  indeed 
make  the  rich,  richer  ;  and  the  poor, poorer. 
.  To  the  wisdom  of  an  enlightened  assembly,  your  memorial- 
ists ^confidently  submit  the  choice  between  conflicting  alterna- 
tives presented  to  their  judgment  by  the  existing  circumstances- 
of  the  Union  Bank,  of  the  paper  currency,  and  of  the  people  (^ 
Florida 

On  the  one  hand  the  resumption  of  specie  payments ;  the, 
oonseauent  reduction  of  the  rates  of  exchange,  anxl  the  allcvia* 
tion  of  the  pressure  oo  the  community  for  deb^s,  which  a  short 
crop  has  denied  the  means  of  paving.  , 

On  the  other  hand,  a  continued  oppressive  and  wastful  strug- 
gle to  preserve  from  further  injury  abroad,  the  credit  of  the  Tcr- 
Story,  afld  of  the  Bank ;  and  the  prostration  of  the  value  of 
every  description  of  private  property,  by  forced  collections^ 
profitable  only  to  speculators  and  usurers,  and  accompanied  by; 
t|be  utter  ri^in  of  iadividuals. 

.  If  further  argument  is  necessary  to  induce  the  Legislature  to 
grant  their  prayer,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
suggest,  that  it  be  embodied  in  the  following  modification  of 
^py  act  which  may  pass  on  the  subject. 

t  L  That  the  Union  Bank  shall  be  compelled  to  pay  specie  for 
its  notes  in  circulation,  from  and  afler  six  months  from,  the  tinoe 
of  the  sale  of  the  bond§. 

2.  Thf  t  the  Bank  shall  aunuaHy  appropriate  two  per  cent,  o# 
(he  amount  of  said  bonds,  as  a  sinking  fund  for  their  redemption. 

An  annuity  of  two  per  cent  would  pay  off  those  bonds  is 
twenty  one  years. 

And  your  memorialists  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  prayi  &c. 

By  order  of  the  board  of  Directors. 

JOHN  G.  GAMBLE,  President. 

HnioD  Bank  of  Florida,  February  10, 1841. 
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COMMITTEE  OK  CLAIMS,         ' 

ON  T9B  PyntlOH  OF 


The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 'Michael 
Ledwith  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  report  as 
follows : 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Ledwith  made  a  contract  with  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Tallahassee  Fund,  on  the  14th  Nov.,  1839,  to 
furnish  the  materials  and  execute  the  work  on  the  Capitol  ac- 
cording to  certain  specifications  ;  he  was  to  make  and  furnish 
,the  lintels,  window  frames,  floors,  joists,  roof,  &c.  bf  the  build- 
ing. For  this  he  was  to  receive  $13,987,  the  value  of  the  ma- 
terials to  be  advanced  as  they  were  delivered  on  the  ground. 
Mr.  Ledwith  also  particularly  bound  himself  to  have  the  win- 
^dow  frames,  lintels  and  joists  for  the  floor,  ready  by  auch  tmie 
Us  to  prevent  any  occasion  for  delay  in  the  execution  of  the 
masonry. 

The  foundation  of  the  Capitol  wa*  laid  by  Mr.  Shine,  the 
contractor  for  the  brick  work,  who  progressed  until  he  was 
stopped  for  the  want  of  the  window  frames,  joists,  &c.  Having 
^been  delayed  for  some  time,  he  addressed  a  letter  t<*  the  com^ 
inissioner  requiring  him  to  furnrih  the' frames,  Ac.  The  com- 
^tissioaer  immediately  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr;  Ledwiiti,  res 
questing  that  the  proper  materials  might  be  famished,  and 
offering  as  there  were  no  public  funds,  to  pay  from  his  private 
m^ahs,  for  tiiese  materials  when-  delivered^  Mr.  Ledwith  re- 
"plied,  decKiling  to  furnish  the  window,  frames,  stating  that  he 
had  already  furnished  materials,  (consisting  of  a  large  quaotiiy 
of  white  pine  plaak,)  to  the  amount  of  $1000  and  upwards^ 
%r  which  he  had  bees  unable  to  get  pay,  and  that  tliese  should 
be  paid  for  before  any  ihipg  lurtber  was  required  of  him. 

(The  letters  are  hereontd  aontied  and  Aiade  part  of  the  re- 
lyrt-)    .  .  .  i 
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In  this  state  of  thinsrs  the  Comrwttee  are  of  opinion  the  Com- 
missioner acted  properly  in  engaging  some  other  individual  to 
fulfil  Mr.  Led wiih's  contract.  It  was  necessaiy  that  some  steps 
sho  lid  be  taken  by  the  Jonimissfoner  to  prevent  a  long  delayin 
the  progress  of  the  building.  The  mason  could  not  be  stopped 
in  his  work  until  a  court  of  justice  should  decide  by  whom  the 
e'>!itract  had  been  violated.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion 
that  Mr.  Ledwitb  should  bnve  proceeded  4o  get  the  lintels  and 
wi'dow  frames  as  the  first  part  of  the  Work  ;  he  had  expressly 
en^^aged  to  furnish  these  so  as  not  to  delay  the  mason.  The 
buildm;?  could  not  have  pro^slfed  wilhrout  them.  They  do  not 
thiftk  it  was  proper  for  him  to  get  materials  for  other  parts  ef 
the  building,  for  fnttan^e  for  the  dbeond  aid  third  stpries  and 
roof,  and  to  exact  pay  for  these,  neglecting  the  basement  and 
parts  below.  If  so,  then  fmy  for  the  wood  W€^k  of  the  whole 
buiMing  might  be  demanded  and  obtained  before  the  building 
could  be  raised  beyond  the  foundation. 

They  understand  the  true  construction  and  intent  of  the  con- 
tract to  be  that  **  Mr.  Ledwith  was  to  furnish  the  materials  spe- 
cified ii)  l^ie  agreement  as  they  mi^ht  |»e  needed  by  the  masoa 
in  the  progress  of  his  work." 

They  do  not  understand  the  naaterials  mentioned  in  the  con- 
tract to  mean  raw  raateriajls,  such  as  phiuk,  but  mate  rials  J&  /or 
use  in  carrying  on  the  building.  The  damages  sustamed  by 
Mr.  Ledwith,  if  any,  are  then  chargeable  to  himself,  as  being 
produced  by  his  own  acts.  The  Comtnitlee,  h^»wcver,  anxious 
to  do  justice  to  the  petitioner,  have  etid^'-Avored  to  consider  the 
subject  jiberally,  without  reference  to  the  legal  rights  of  the 
parties.  If  in  any  spirit  of  equity,  the  petitiaaer  haf?  sustained 
a  bona  fide  damage,  although  caused  hy  fiis  own  misconstruc- 
tion of  the  centracty  they  are  willing  to  allow  him  a  remuner- 
ation. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  (^with  had  purchased  a  large  quantity 
of  lumber,  for  which  the  commissLoaer  was  unable  to  pay  h'lm. 
This  mabilityon  the  part  of  the  oomnnissioner  was  construed 
by  Mr.  Ledwith  into  a  violatioo  of  the  contract.  Supposing 
llie  contract  violated  he  refused  to  proq^d  and  furnish  the  wia- 
4ow  fraines,  &c.  when  called  for  by  the  mason. 

The  commissioner  therefore  en^ai&ed  another  to  fornbh  the 
materials,  Mr.  Ledwith  it  left  with  thislai^  qaantity  of  lumber 
#n  hand  which  he  aHedges  he  was  compelled  to  sell  at  a  sacf  ifice. 
This  sacrifice  or  loss  amounting  as  near  as  the  committee  can 
asrertain  «o  about  9879,  (;hey  are  of  opiamn  should  be  allowed 
him.  Also  $60  for  shop  rent.  It  appears  that  the  petittooer 
h\t  paid  Messrs.  Thoai^aoi^dD.HagDer  11300  for  les^al  advice. 
Tiiis  item  the  committee  are  of  opinion  should  ^dso  be  allowe^. 
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